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JACK MARRINAN 
A CLARE VOICE FOR 

THE GUARDS!

John (Jack) Marrinan was born in Lisdoonvarna, Co. 
Clare. He attended the Christian Brothers’ School 

in Ennistymon. After teaching for a period he joined 
An Garda Síochána, in November, 1953, and his first 
and only station was Rathfarnham, Dublin. Younger 
and increasingly well-educated men and women were 
joining the Force at that time. Jack graduated from Trinity 
College.

As the first full-time General Secretary of the Representative Body 
for Guards (RBG); a position he held for 27 years until 1989, Jack 
Marrinan played a significant role in driving change and reform 
within the Force. Jack’s recent death, on 12 May 2015, came as a 
shock to all in An Garda Síochána, both serving and retired.

     At that time unmarried 
Gardaí lived in the Garda 
Stations and were on-call 
24 hours a day, and hours 
of work depended on the 
“exigencies of the service”. 
     It was not unusual 
to perform tours of 
duty without even a meal break. Amongst many other 
regulations they were forbidden to strike because of the 
vital role in preserving the peace and maintaining law and 
order. 
     Management and structures generally had remained 
unchanged from the foundation of the State and had 
retained the paramilitary ethos and basic conditions which 
existed during the Royal Irish Constabulary days. These 
young Gardaí were now in an organisation famous for 
strict discipline.

UNFAIR PAY DEALS
Jack and his colleagues felt there was a legitimate case for 
improvement. Adding fuel to the fire was the awarding of 
an unfair pay deal in 1961, giving pay increases to senior 
personnel, while young colleagues, with less than five 
years’ service, received nothing.
     As a result the Representative Body for Guards (RBG) 
instructed members to ‘go slow’ when implementing 
traffic regulations. Other meetings were held in Garda 
stations and on 4 November, 1961, over one thousand 
Gardaí held a meeting at the Macushla Ballroom in 
Buckingham Street, Dublin to protest about the conditions 
of work. A committee was elected at the Macushla and 
it was decided to hold a series of regional meetings. 
Another mass meeting was to be held at the same venue 
on the following 12 November.
     The Macushla protest meeting of Gardaí was described 
in the media as a “revolt”, “mutiny” or an “upheaval”. 

EDITORIAL TRIBUTE
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Garda management had directed 
senior officers to record the names 
of all who attended. Subsequently 
11 Gardaí were dismissed as they 
were regarded as the leaders of the 
revolt. Jack Marrinan was one of 
those dismissed.

SETTLEMENT ARRANGED 
A week of high drama followed. 
Fate then intervened when Helen 
Quinn, wife of the Dublin’s 
Assistant Commissioner, William 
Quinn, died in a traffic accident. 
The RBG decided to call off the 
second Macushla protest meeting 
as a mark of respect.
     The Archbishop of Dublin, 
Dr John Charles McQuaid, then 
intervened. He felt the situation 
had been badly handled. He 
described the Macushla protestors 
as “decent”. “Something is wrong 
when decent men come out in 
such ways,” he wrote. 
     He contacted the Minister 
for Justice, Charles J. Haughey, and offered to act as 
intermediary, calling representatives to his Killiney home 
to arrange a settlement. 
     The outcome was that the dismissed men agreed to 
apply for reinstatement and they were to guarantee that 
no further protest meetings would take place. In return 
they were offered a Committee of Inquiry into grievances 
with no loss of service and no victimisation of those 

involved.

COMMISSION 
OF INQUIRY
Shortly after 
this Jack was 
elected as 
the first full-
time General 
Secretary 
of the new 
Representative 
Body for 
Guards (RBG); 
a post he held 
for 27 years 
until 1989. He 
turned down 
opportunities 
for promotion.

     He brought 
professionalism 

and dynamism to 
the hitherto cautious 
organisation and built a 
persuasive case that Gardaí 
were significantly underpaid, 
given their productivity and 
their role in the life of the 
State and the community.
     Some years later, in 1968, 
when discontent again raised 
its head he was instrumental 
in persuading the then 
Minister for Justice, Micheal 
O’Morain, to establish a 
Commission of Inquiry 
into pay and conditions, 
along the model of earlier 
commissions in the UK.
     This Commission was 
chaired by a Circuit Court 
judge, John Conroy, with the 
key drivers being Ivor Kenny, 
Director General of the Irish 
Management Institute. The 
Conroy Commission Report 
was published in 1970 and 

the findings were accepted by Government. 

REFORM RECOMMMENDATIONS
Its effect on the Force was transformational. The report 
made wide-ranging recommendations for modernisation; 
from uniforms, equipment, training, to the development 
of managerial and leadership skills, new pay scales, 
new working rosters and the improvement of the 
unsatisfactory relationship between the Force and the 
Department of Justice.
     Jack was the driving force behind all the submissions 
made to the Conroy Commission. Conor Brady, former 
editor of ‘The Irish Times’, describes Marrinan as “the 
transformational figure in the modernising of the Force at 
a time of great social and economic change”.
     “His role in driving change was much more significant 
than that of any of the seven commissioners with whom 
he served,” Brady said. It can the truly said the Gardaí had 
never seen a man of his calibre and all were very proud 
of this decent, hard-working man who had fought for 
proper working and living conditions for the Force.
     Jack’s recent death, on 12 May 2015, came as a shock 
to all in An Garda Síochána, both serving and retired. The 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
extends sincere condolences to his wife, Mary, his sons 
David and John, and daughter, Clare. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dhílis.

GSRMA Editorial Board

EDITORIAL TRIBUTE
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The four-day 
tour to Northern 
Ireland will live in 
the minds of the 
Cork City group 
for many a day. 
They departed 
on 24 June with 
a comfort stop 
in Cashel before 
lunch at Joel’s 
Restaurant, on 
the Naas Road.
    Afternoon 
they visited the 
shrine of Saint 
Oliver Plunkett 
in Drogheda. 
Thanks to 
Drogheda 
GSRMA Branch 
Secretary Pat 
Curtin who had 
arranged for Matt 
Dowling and 
Paddy Dolan to meet and greet the group. That hand 
of friendship was a great start to the Leesiders. One 
hour later they arrived at the Wellington Park Hotel, 
close to Queens University Belfast. 
    After a rest, they enjoyed a lovely five course 
meal. Afterwards some went for a stroll to the nearby 
Botanic Gardens while others relaxed. Breakfast 
next morning, was followed by a coach trip along the 
Antrim coast road for a day trip.
    They stopped to view Carrickfergus Castle before 
driving by Larne and a tea stop at Carnlough.  From 
there it was onwards to Cushendall and a drive 
through Ballycastle.  In the town of Bushmills, it was 
time for lunch before visiting the Giant’s Causeway. 
    Next day, entailed a visit to the Titanic Exhibition 
Centre, followed by a two-hour guided tour of 
Belfast City.  Sincere thanks to Ken McElroy who 
was a fabulous guide and shared all his knowledge. 
Afterwards there was time for shopping. Following an 

evening meal, Jim Healy performed the role of MC 
and got the entire group into laughter and song. After 
breakfast on Saturday morning, bags were packed 
and it was time to roll. 
    The final day saw the tour group drive along the 
Ards Peninsula to visit the famous Mount Steward 
House & Gardens. A ferry crossing of Strangford 
Lough led to St Patrick’s grave at Downpatrick. 
    Then it was homeward bound with a final stop for 
a delicious five-course meal at the Silken Thomas 
(Chapter 16) Restaurant in Kildare. On arriving in 
Cork at 10 pm, the raindrops were falling but what 
excitement the tour brought to so many. 

Diary Dates: The Branch Committee has organised 
a walk @ 12 noon on Wednesday 30 September in 
Ballincollig Regional Park. The other date to keep 
in mind is the Christmas Lunch at Rochestown Park 
Hotel on Thursday 3 December 2015. For further 
details contact 087-2209253.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Retired Detective Garda Mick O’Driscoll is preparing to take part in a 600 km ‘Tour de Leinster’ sponsored 
cycle in aid of Down Syndrome Ireland. The four-day cycle will travel through the 12 Leinster counties from 
24-27 September 2015. Mick hopes his efforts will raise €500 for this worthy cause. 
Go n-eirí an bóthar leat, Mick.

CORK CITY BRANCH

Members of the Cork City Branch pictured outside St Peter’s Church in Drogheda, Co. Louth. 

DUNDALK BRANCH
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LIMERICK CITY BRANCH
Limerick City Branch, supported by county 

neighbours, enjoyed a cultural outing with a visit to 
Clonmacnoise Heritage Site in County Roscommon, 
followed by a tour of St Mel’s Cathedral in Longford 
on 29 June. The 33 branch members who travelled 

enjoyed the day which also included a very tasty 
lunch at the Hodson Bay Hotel in Athlone. The long 
trip back from Longford was made worthwhile with 
a pit stop at “Matt The Trashers” pub in Birdhill Co 
Tipperary where good food, a drink or three and 
entertainment provided by Cormac Hurley, Denis 
O’Callaghan accompanied by Pat Keating on his 

squeeze box sent everyone home with happy 
memories of the occasion. A special thanks to Pat 
Keating for his services as official photographer for 

the day and to McElligott coach hire for the patience 
shown by our coach driver Noel Kelly.

KILLARNEY/CAHERCIVEEN BRANCH
Members of the Killarney/Caherciveen Branch gathered 
at Dawros Pier, west of Kenmare and embarked on 
a very pleasureable afternoon trip of Kenmare Bay in 
June.
    One of the high points was the sight of a large colony 
of grey seals basking on one of the islands. Dromore 
Castle conjured up a nice picture, nestling amongst the 
evergreens. On completion of the boat trip the group 
retired to the nearby Dwarfs Restaurant, where a really 
superb meal was enjoyed by all. The senior man of the 
group was Paddy Browne, aged 86 and he actually 
looked like a garsún!
    Amongst the group taking part was Mick Harrington, 
an uncle of professional golfer Padraig Harrington. Mick 
regaled the party with some great stories. He informed 
us that there were 15 children in his family and that his 
late mother baked nine cakes each day, over the open 
hearth fire. Three brothers joined An Garda Síochána, 
Tadgh, Mick and Paddy (who was Padraig’s father and 
one of greats of Cork and Munster football).
    John Thornhill, President of the Branch, had just 
celebrated his 80th birthday. The Síocháin sends sincere 
congratulations to John and his dear wife Aggie.
    When one talks of Kenmare Bay a very important 
historical point is overlooked, according to Pat Lehane. 
In 1645, Cardinal Rinuccini, as envoy from Pope 

Members of the Killarney/Caherciveen Branch enjoyed their 
trip to Kenmare-Bay on Thursday 25 June
Front-Row (l-r): Paddy Browne, John Thornhill, and Eileen 
Lehane.
Back Row (l-r): Eugene O’ Sullivan, Pat Lehane, Mick O’ Brien, 
Tom McDonnell, Mick Harrington, Eilish Cronin, Jerry Cronin, Liam 
Dinneen. (Photo courtesy John Thornhill, Killarney Branch)

Innocent X, came ashore at Dawros and made his 
way to attend the Confederation of Kilkenny. On the 
way he celebrated Mass in the Church of St Gobnait in 
Ballyvourney, who is the patron Saint of Beekeepers.

Limerick City Branch members included a tour of St Mel’s 
Cathedral in Longford during their cultural outing on 29 June.

LIMERICK COUNTY BRANCH
The Committee is organising the Annual Mass for 
deceased members, families and friends, which will 
be celebrated in St Peter & Paul’s Church in Bruff 
on Wednesday 4 November at 8pm. There will be 
refreshments later at a venue to be confirmed. 
    The Committee rotates the church venue between 
the county districts to facilitate all members and their 
families; masses are celebrated in Newcastle West, 
Rathkeale, Adare and Bruff. 
    Last year there was a great turn-out of retired 
members and families from both Limerick County and 
City branches when the mass was celebrated in Adare. 
Some serving colleagues were also in attendance, led 
by Supt Tom O’Connor. 
    Afterwards, they adjourned to the nearby Dunraven 
Arms Hotel for refreshments and a very enjoyable social 
gathering of old comrades and friends. 
    For information contact Victor Walsh (087-2492736); 
Joe Dunleavy (087-1301415) or George Daly 
(086-8116279).

Members in the Dunraven Arms Hotel in Adare last November, 
following the annual mass. (Photo courtesy of George Daly)

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

MEATH BRANCH
Late Summer Social Outing: 
A two- night B&B with one 
evening meal is arranged for the 
Clubhouse Hotel, Kilkenny for 
23-24 September. The hotel deal 
is €99 (pps). If you wish to travel, 
contact Dermot Corcoran, Branch 
Secretary on 086-8334226.

The Hillwalking Group, initiated 
by Willie Redmond from East 
Meath Branch in 2011, is now 
comprised of GSRMA members 
and friends mainly from Meath, 
Louth and Dublin.
    The group walks every 
Wednesday throughout the year 
and frequently on Sundays. The 10-15km walks 
usually take from four to over five hours to complete 
with ascents between 500m and 1000m. There are 
many social and physical benefits from these walks, 
in addition to the spectacular scenery, alfresco dining 
and witty banter.
On Wednesday 1 July a group took part in a hillwalk 

from Glenmalure Lodge, Co Wicklow, and followed 
part of the Wicklow Way, winding its way up along the 
forest walk, via Clornagh, Carrawaystick, to Lough 
Brook near Kelly’s Lough.
    Following a brief pause near the top of Lugnaquilla, 
for tea, the group returned via Leohard, Jim’s High 
Rock, Corrasillagh, + Zig Zags, road hike 2km final 
leg. Total distance 16.6 kms, walking time 5.5 hours.

Pictured at Kelly’s Lough (l-r): Gerry Lyons, Paul Madden, Gabriel McIntrye, Barney 
Finnegan, Barry McQuaile, Tim Mulvey, Mick O’Leary, Gerry O’Reilly, and Pat Byrne.

(Photo courtesy of Pat Byrne)

MUNSTER GOLF CIRCUIT
Four retired Gardaí and loyal GSRMA members are keeping the flags flying on the Munster Golf circuits. At 
the Munster Branch, Golfing Union of Ireland, ADM last December,  John McLoughney, Templemore was 
re-elected for a third term as Chairman while Liam Harkin, Blarney, Cork was elected to the position of 
Honorary Match & Handicapping Secretary”.  Filling two important council positions are Michael Coote, Tralee 
and Pat Dunne, Templemore. Síocháins extends congratulations to all.

TUAM BRANCH
Belated congratulations to GSRMA 

member Andy Nestor (20592C) on his 
€35,000 win in the National Lottery in 

November 2014. He joined the Force in 
July 1977, served in Pettigo, Swinford 

and Claremorris before retiring in 
May 2010. He is proud to share the 
photograph taken on the occasion

GARDA RETIRED WEBSITE
The website has now celebrated its 
fourth birthday and 40 per cent of 
the GSRMA membership are making 
use of it. They have all registered for 
a username and password, giving 
them access to the ‘Members Area’.
    From this area they can download 
back issues of the Síocháin 
magazine, find details of branch 
secretaries and read all news 
items. As the website develops, more and more news items will be 
inserted into the ‘Members Area’.
    Some organisations have provided us with “sponsored-post news 
blogs” to upload on the site.  These generally come from individuals 
and companies who are anxious to advertise vacant positions 
suitable for retired members or hotel offering special discounts.          
    Halligan Insurances as well as the two Garda Credit Unions have 
provided large adverts and by clicking on them you can access their 
websites.
    The updated site includes current news items of interest to the 
Garda Retired sector.  Check it out on www.gardaretired.com
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Celebrating the Success 
of Food Academy

Giving small producers a big chance...
We’re very proud of the Food Academy Programme at SuperValu. A joint collaboration with Bord Bia 
and Local Enterprise Offi ces, the programme currently nurtures over 400 small Irish food producers.

As you walk through your SuperValu, you will notice some of the producers on this programme and 
we would encourage you to take a look at their products and maybe even take these products home 

to try them.
 

Thank you for helping us support the growth of local indigenous businesses. 

D05_SV Food Academy_Siochain Journal.indd   1 16/07/2015   14:05



On Monday 18 May members from Naas 
Branch and friends from other branches 
travelled to the Westport Woods Hotel for 
four nights of adventure and fun.     
     On check-in they were greeted with a 
drinks reception to begin their escapade 
in the West of Ireland. Dinner each 
evening was followed by dancing and 
entertainment with some members of the 
group showing off their vast talents of 
music, dance and comedy.
    On Tuesday morning the group 
departed the hotel early for a trip to visit 
Foxford Woolenmills, to learn of the 
wonderful works of the Irish sister of 
charity Mother Agnes Morrogh-Bernard.
    The Famine of 1845 was harsh on the population 
of Mayo and the surrounding region as 90 per cent 
of the population was dependent solely on the potato 
crops. The Convent of the Divine Providence was 
established in Foxford and in 1892 the Mill was set up 
with the help of Mother Agnes with further assistance 
of a large loan. The River Moy was harnessed to 
drive the Mill, bringing education and prosperity to the 
workers, their families and the local area. 
    In 1908 a significant fire burnt the Mill to the ground, 
hopes were diminished and the future looked dull, 
but in 1920 strength and community spirit allowed 
for the reopening of the Mill. In 1992 the community 
celebrated the centenary of The Foxford Mill, and 
today it remains a fully functioning mill with worldwide 
exports. 
    The trip back from this wonderful visitor centre 
included a stopover in Ballina to visit the Jackie 
Clarke Museum, which houses a fabulous collection 
of papers and artefacts from the turn of the century 
including an original 1916 proclamation. 
    The next morning included a trip to the Clew Bay 
Heritage Centre. From here the group pushed further 
west, stopping off at Croagh Patrick en route. The day 
concluded with a spiritual visit to Knock. The final day 
in Westport was a step-back from all the visits and 

everyone enjoyed some down time to relax and kick 
their feet back. 
    Naas Branch is now looking forward to its next 
outing in October 2015.

Annual Mass & Dinner: At 7pm on Friday, 20 
November 2015, the Naas Branch Annual Mass will be 
celebrated in the Royal Golf Club, followed by dinner 
at 8.15pm. Dancing and a raffle are just some of the 
night’s planned treats. Cost of four-course dinner is 
€30 per person. Tickets are available from Mick Quinn 
(086-2329910); Pat Kavanagh (085-2744160) or Marie 
Roche (086-0854654).

Bowling: The Autumn/Winter season of the highly 
successful Wednesday morning bowling has resumed. 
It will continue every Wednesday at 11am in K-Bowl 
Naas. New players are always welcome. The cost 
remains at only €5 (inclusive of game and beverage).

Coffee Morning: On 23 July a very successful coffee 
morning was held, which included a presentation 
to former chairman and central committee member 
Fintan Dunne, in recognition of all his hard work and 
outstanding dedication to the GSRMA and Naas 
Branch over the years. Local member Maurice Lane 
gave an informative talk on a find he had of ‘preserved 
bog butter’. 

NAAS BRANCH

Some Naas Branch members pictured during their stopover on Croagh Patrick.
(Photo courtesy of Marie Roche, Naas.)

Mary Farrell provides a nationwide service to all GSRMA members, either by e-mail or post. She will also deal 
with individual clients by phone to clear up any tax issues that arise or may need clarification.
    She provides a high quality tax advice to individuals and business at a reasonable and predictable cost, on 
areas such as income Tax/PRSI/USC; Corporation Tax; VAT; Capital Gains Tax; Capital Acquisitions Tax; Stamp 
Duty and Property Tax. 
    Contact Mary Farrell on 074-9125 346 or email info@taxadviceservices.ie

GSRMA TAX CONSULTANT

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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It’s what’s inside that counts 
at Intel Ireland

People are at the heart of all that is made possible at 
Intel Ireland. Some of the world’s brightest and best 
minds work every day in the spirit of collaboration 
and excellence to deliver the innovations of 
tomorrow, today.

www.intel.ie  |  @Intel_IRL



SHORT STORY COMPETITION
The Editorial Board is currently 
reviewing the ‘Short Story 
Competition’. The new guidelines 
criteria will be published in the 
Winter issue, with a view to making 
the competition more interesting to 
our readers. If you intend to put pen 
to paper, hold-off for the details of 
the 2016 Short Story Competition.

• Articles: The Editorial Board 
appreciates if feature articles are typed and submitted by 
e-mail or post. The maximum 1,800 word count applies 
to allow for photographs to enhance the story. Articles of 
interest could include sport, hobbies, athletics, gardening 
etc.

• Photographs: E-mail images (preferably in jpeg format) 
to gensec@gardaretired.com or post original photos to 
Paschal Feeney, Gen. Sec. GSRMA, GSRMA House, 5 
Harrington Street, Dublin 8. Do not write on back of photo 
but attach a note listing people in order of left to right.

JOB LIAISON CONSULTANT
Bryan Hoey, GSRMA Job Consultant, attends at GSRMA House, No. 5 Harrington 
Street, Dublin 8, on the last Thursday of each month (1.30pm-5pm), or by prior 
arrangement with Bryan, or through GSRMA House, outside these hours.
    Bryan is available to assist GSRMA members with the preparation of CV 
presentations and interview skill technique for post-service employment. If you wish 
to bring your own CV, Bryan will be happy to assist you. You can contact him directly 
at 01-8337331 or 085-1091644. 
    To reserve an appointment to meet Bryan Hoey, contact GSRMA House at
01-4781525 or e-mail: info@gardaretired.com

ASSOCIATION NEWS

The branch recently introduced a new 
outdoor activity for their members, which 
involves finding walking trails within and 
outside the county.  
    In June a group of men and women 
assembled by the River Barrow at 
Graiguenamanagh for an 8km walk to the 
historic village of St Mullins in Co. Wexford.       
    Along the route the group had a short 
break by the canal-lough.  When they 
reached St Mullins there were tired feet and 
some men had to sit-down to rest. 
    The good news is that they all enjoyed 
tea, coffee and lovely scones. Further walks 
are scheduled for Curracloe Beach and 
Gorey. This photo shows why Wexford is 
called the ‘Model County’!

Wexford Walking Group take a rest during their walking expedition:
Back Row (l-r): Kathy Roche, Joan Whelan, Dearbhal Barron, Joan Miller, Pat 
Burke, Frances Murphy, John Roche, John Mullins & Margaret Brady.  
Front Row (l-r): Tom Murphy, Tony Fagan, Michael Brady, Tom Miller and John 
Barron. (Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch Secretary)

WEXFORD BRANCH

Halligan 
Insurances, 16-
17 Lower  
O’ Connell 
Street, Dublin 
1 (Tel: 01-
8797100), 
continues 
to provide 
a special 
discount to 
all GSRMA 
members and 
their families on 
home and car 
insurance policies. 
    Halligan Insurances offers a personal 
service and professional insurance advice 
to all GSRMA members, and its portal on 
www.gardaretired.com will provide GSRMA 
members with an instant no-obligation home 
insurance quotation.

GSRMA HOME & CAR INSURANCE 
SCHEME
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Looking for a New Car...

MSL Motor Group  
has the key.



ASSOCIATION NEWS

THREE MOBILE PHONE OFFER
To date over 400 have availed of an exclusive ‘Three’ 
mobile deal for the GSRMA and family members. This 
special ‘Three’ mobile deal has two tariff options – 
Talk and Text – with a monthly cost of €16.61 (VAT 
inclusive). The deal includes: all national landline calls, 
all Ireland landline calls, dialling the prefix 048, all 
national Republic of Ireland mobile network calls, all 
ROI SMS texts to all national Republic of Ireland mobile 
networks.
    The Smarthphone option (monthly €28.91 + VAT) 

includes all national calls, all Ireland landline call dialling 
the prefix 048, all national Republic of Ireland mobile 
network calls, all ROI SMS texts to all national Republic 
of Ireland mobile networks
One GB of data.
    Visit www.gardaretired.com find the ‘Three’ Blog and 
click on the link for ‘Three’ phone offer. (NB: The type of 
smartphone on offer is subject to change, but check out 
the current model  on www.gardaretired.com. Phone 
01-6876019 to make an application.

One of the main goals of the GSRMA’s new Central 
Committee is to develop a three-year social media 
strategy to strengthen all aspects of communication 
across the organisation.
    The aim of the new strategy will be to become the 
perfect platform for all government negotiations and to 
encourage all members to engage socially.
    To achieve these goals it has been crucial to have a 
communication system in place to enable the GSRMA 
to realise its objectives and to raise its profile nationally. 
It is also vital that the GSRMA continues to offer a role 
in providing relevant information to members. 

   Think of regular media as a one-way street where you 
can read a newspaper or listen to a report on television, 
but you have very limited ability to give your thoughts on 
the matter.
    Social media, on the other hand, is a two-way street 
that also gives you the ability to communicate. The new 
boat has sailed and we look forward to having you on 
board all the way!

LIKE us on: www.facebook.com/GardaRetired
FOLLOW us on: www.twitter.com/GardaRetired

GSRMA TAKES SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGY ON BOARD

Stobart Ireland Ltd
Bond Drive Extension
Dublin Port, Dublin 3, Ireland
www.eddiestobart.com

Eddie Stobart

Eddie Stobart is a leader in the multimodal logistics and warehousing sectors. It is one of the most 
recognised and strongest brands in Britain, best known for its iconic Eddie Stobart trucks. Today, 
Eddie Stobart is the name behind a road haulage fleet of some 2,200 trucks and over six million 
square feet of premium quality warehousing. By size, Eddie Stobart has the best vehicle utilisation in 
the industry, helping to maximise efficiency and environmental benefits.

Services include:
• Road Transport  • Warehousing
• Port Operations • Rail Freight
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KNOW YOUR 
CONSUMER RIGHTS

The benefits of the new Consumer Rights Bill, 
the main differences between the European 
Health Insurance Card and the new Cross 
Border Directive, and the provision of financial 
grants on the deaths of serving/retired 
members and their spouses via the Catholic 
Obsequies Association are some of the 
latest highlights by Paschal Feeney, General 
Secretary.

20  Síocháin 

A new Consumer Rights Bill has been published, as part 
of this new legislative change, a consultation process 

is being conducted on the proposals in the Bill. The 
closing date for making submission (28 August 2015) was 
published on our website in mid-August. It is anticipated 
that the newel legislation shall be in place by mid-2016.
     In 2011 the Sales Law Review Group examined 
consumer law here in Ireland, in detail. It published 
a report at the time. This report recommended that 
the statutory provisions on consumer rights should be 
brought together in one comprehensive Consumer Rights 
Act, and so this is the final leg of that process. 
     Among issues it identified, were gaps in consumer 
protection legislation, and the lack of statutory rules, on 
such things as:
• The rights of consumers, and the obligations of 

traders, in respect of digital services which are 
delivered in intangible form, for example, by 
downloading or streaming, and remedies for breaches 
of such rights and obligations;

• Remedies for breaches of the rules on the quality of 
services;

• The rights of the consumers in respect of goods 
supplied under exchange transactions;

• Remedies for breaches of the rules on the quality 
and other aspects of goods supplied under consumer 
hire and hire-purchase agreements and exchange 
transactions;

The new legislation aims to consolidate and update the 
various statutory provisions dealing with consumer rights 
and to address the gaps in existing legislation. It deals 
with transactions between consumers and traders it does 
not deal with transactions between traders or transactions 
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between consumers. It proposes to:
• Outline the rights of consumers and the obligations 

of traders in respect of goods (sales contracts, hire 
purchase contracts, hire contracts, and barter or 
exchange contracts), services and digital content 
(including computer programs, applications, games, 
music, videos or texts accessed through downloads, 
streaming or other electronic means).

• Set out the remedies available to consumers where 
their rights are infringed.

• Have provisions dealing with the fairness or otherwise 
of the terms of consumer contracts.

The main new rights proposed in the Bill:
• A ban on expiry dates on gift cards and vouchers.
• Statutory rights and remedies for consumers who 

download or stream games, music, videos, apps and 
other digital content.

• Clearer rights for consumer buying services, including 
a right to have a substandard service remedied or 
refunded.

• A standard 30-day period in which consumers could 
return faulty goods and get a full refund.

• Consumers who get goods as gifts will have the same 
rights as the buyers of the goods.

• Extended rules on unfair contract terms
• Information rights for consumers in healthcare, social 

services and gambling transactions, including price 
information for GP and other medical consultations.

Different terms are used in the various pieces of existing 
legislation to describe the people involved in a consumer 
transaction.  This new Bill proposes to use the term 
‘consumer’ to describe the person who is buying the 
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goods, hiring goods or receiving services.  The term 
‘trader’ is to be used to describe the seller, the hirer or the 
supplier of goods or services.

HEALTH INSURANCE
I have been asked to outline the main differences between 
the EHIC card (the old E111 card) and the new incentive 
CBD – the Cross Border Directive, as we have highlighted 
on our website. 
     Remember the EHIC is the card you carry with you 
when travelling throughout Europe, and which you use in 
the event of illness, while away. 
     The other new scheme is where you elect to go abroad 
for treatment, having firstly made an application and most 
importantly having been approved in advance to travel to 
undergo that treatment.

European Healthcare Insurance Card: EHIC (formerly 
the E111 form) allows the holder to access healthcare 
services when travelling to or on holiday in another EU or 
EEA country.
     There IS NO CHARGE for the EHIC card, it is a free 
public service. You can get a European Health Insurance 
Card in Ireland if you are ordinarily resident in Ireland. 
The card entitles you to necessary healthcare in the public 
system of any EU/EEA member state or Switzerland if you 
become ill or injured while on a temporary stay in that 
country. 
     However, the card does not cover the cost of treatment 
in a private setting. It does not entitle you to travel abroad 
with the aim of getting healthcare through the public 
system. Public healthcare systems vary from country to 
country; few countries pay the full cost of healthcare for 
card holders. 
     The card does not cover the cost of repatriation. In 
addition, illness or an accident abroad may mean extra 
travel and accommodation costs. You may, therefore, wish 
to take out private insurance for your trip. Your card is 
valid for up to four years.
     To obtain healthcare with the card, visit your nearest 
public system doctor, public hospital, or other public 
treatment centre and present your card. Treatment in a 
private setting is not covered by the card.
     You can get healthcare if needed during a temporary 
stay in the UK by giving proof of residency in Ireland. 
There is no need for a Card, although your Card will of 
course be sufficient to access such treatment. 
     You can renew your EHIC online or contact your Local 
Health Office

Cross-Border Directive: The HSE operates a Cross-
Border Healthcare Directive (CBD) for individuals entitled 
to public patient treatment in Ireland who seek to avail 
of that treatment in another EU/EEA member state under 
Directive 201/24/EU of the European Parliament.
     And also of the Council of 9 March 2011 on the 

application of patient’s rights in cross-border healthcare, 
as per the procedures set out in governing EU Regulations 
and Directives and Irish legislation. 
     A copy of these regulations and decisions, and 
all other aspects of European Law, are available for 
inspection on www.europa.eu Within these governing EU 
Regulations and Irish legislation, the CBD provides for the 
cost of publicly-funded healthcare in Ireland to be availed 
of and the costs to be reimbursed subject to compliance 
with the applicable administration processes adopted by 
the HSE in the administration of the CBD.
     Patients must familiarise themselves with the 
administration requirements of the HSE prior to availing of 
cross border healthcare in order to confirm entitlement or 
otherwise to reimbursement of treatment costs. 
     The HSE has established a National Contact Point 
(NCP) office for the administration of the CBD in Ireland 
and the contact details for the NCP are: HSE Cross 
Border Directive, National Contact Point, St Canice’s 
Hospital Complex, Dublin Rd, Kilkenny. Tel: 056-
7784546 Email: crossborderdirective@hse.ie Web: www.
crossborderdirective.ie 
     The CBD allows for patients ordinarily resident in 
Ireland who require and are entitled to public healthcare 
services to be referred to another EU/EEA member state 
for that care and be reimbursed in accordance with the 
legislation. 
     It will be a matter for the patient and his/her referring 
doctor to identify the clinician abroad and satisfy him/
herself in relation to the qualifications, quality and safety 
of the services being availed of in the other jurisdiction. 
Funding will only be reimbursed for healthcare that is 
publicly funded and available in Ireland and which is not 
contrary to Irish legislation. 
     Reimbursement will be made in line with published 
reimbursement rates available from the NCP. Payments 
will only be made to the patient or in the case of a child 
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his/her parent of guardian. No payments will be made to 
third parties, except in the case of patient’s death, and 
this will be subject to the executor of the estate providing 
evidence of the outstanding liability. 

Prior approval will be required for: 
• All hospital care involving overnight stay 
• Healthcare that involves highly specialised and cost-

intensive medical infrastructure or equipment, 
• Healthcare that involves treatments presenting a 

particular risk for the patient or the population, 
• Healthcare where the proposed provider could raise 

serious concerns with regard to the quality or safety 
of the care. 

The application for prior approval must be assessed and 
a determination given prior to the patient availing of the 
treatment abroad. Valid applications will be processed 
within 15 to 20 working days and a decision will be issued 
via letter. Appointments should not be scheduled prior to 
a decision being reached on an application. Appointments 
that are made prior to decision will have no bearing on 
the review process or its expedition. 

NB: Treatments that qualify for funding under the 
E112 Treatment Abroad Scheme are excluded for 
reimbursement under the CBD. Patients should satisfy 
themselves as to the appropriate scheme i.e. TAS versus 
the CBD in order to ensure that funding is not declined 
due to application under the incorrect scheme. 
     As a general rule the TAS covers treatments not 
available in Ireland while the CBD only covers treatments 
available in Ireland. The referral process and assessments 
that are required to avail of any element of public health 
care in Ireland will apply to any and all applications for 
approval and subsequent reimbursement under the CBD 
e.g. if there is eligibility criteria (medical, or financial, or 
etc.) applicable in Ireland that same criteria will be applied 
under the CBD. 

It is very important that this application form is completed 
by your treating consultant in English in order to process 
your application for prior approval. If the application form 
is not completed in English the patient/applicant will be 

required to provide a certified translation at his/her own 
cost. 
     The completed application form should be submitted 
with the referral letter from the referring Irish clinician 
or the letter of confirmation of your place on the public 
waiting list in Ireland. The HSE accepts no liability for 
healthcare costs availed of abroad which fails to meet the 
governing legislation, criteria and the HSE’s administration 
requirements. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE
I have been asked to write a short piece by many of our 
readers in relation to travel insurance, especially for those 
of us over 70 years of age, or who have a pre-existing 
medical condition.
     Many of you may have recently received your renewed 
Credit Card (Bank of Ireland, in particular), and as part of 
the literature supplied to you, it shows that you have ‘free 
travel insurance’ if you pay for 50 per cent or more of the 
costs associated with that journey away. 
     I urge each and every one of you to read, and re-read 
the small print associated with this policy, and to seek 
clarification in advance of travel, if time permits. This 
will safeguard you in the event of relying on such travel 
insurance while on that well-deserved break away.
     When you reach a certain age, and more importantly 
when you have a pre-existing medical condition, then 
all things are not equal, and you may discover that your 
travel insurance is null and void. The Garda Holiday Club 
provides free travel insurance as part of its membership.  
     If availing of such travel insurance again, check in 
advance. It is an exceptional add on service provided by 
the Holiday Club, and worthy of serious consideration, if 
not already a member. 
     Halligan Insurance provides travel insurance for 
GSRMA members, on an annual basis or for each 
standalone trip. The rates quoted are very competitive 
when compared with others in the market and again, 
worth exploring. For those of you on Facebook, you will 
have seen in the past six weeks many advising of the 
free Travel Insurance Policy associated with the Platinum 
Advance Credit card. 

Here is a reproduction of part of that literature: 
Platinum Advantage Card: This Certificate of Insurance is 
issued as confirmation that insurance exists under Master 
Policy number PAE 61987. This policy is underwritten 
by Chartis Europe Limited, a copy of which is available 
for inspection at the offices of Bank of Ireland Insurance 
Services Limited, 3rd Floor, New Century House, Lower 
Mayor Street, IFSC, Dublin 1.
This insurance has been arranged by Bank of Ireland 
Insurance Services Limited. Bank of Ireland is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland. Bank of Ireland Insurance 
Services Limited is a member of the Bank of Ireland 
Group. Cover applies once the Insured Person has paid 
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for at least 50 per cent of their total fare for the Insured 
Journey using their Platinum Advantage Card. 
     The Platinum Advantage Card Sales Voucher should, 
however, be retained as evidence of the payment by 
Platinum Advantage Card. Cover applies for an unlimited 
number of Insured Journeys with up to 90 days cover on 
any one Insured Journey. The Insured Person must be a 
resident of the Republic of Ireland. 
     If an insured journey exceeds 90 days in duration cover 
is invalid from the time of booking the insured journey. 
Please note in relation to Section D, personal effects and 
baggage, an original receipt or insurance valuation is 
required for any item, set or pair worth more than €100. 

Table of Benefits:
• Personal Accident
• Medical & Other Expenses Cancellation & Curtailment 

Charges Travel Delay
• Missed Connection or Holiday Abandonment
• Personal Effects and Baggage Single Article Limit
• Money
• Personal Liability
• Legal Expenses
• Excess – Per Insured Person 
• Important Information
• Pre-existing Medical Conditions

The following exclusions shall apply to Section B, Medical 
and Other Expenses and Section C1, Cancellation and 
Curtailment Charges.
The insured person is not covered for any of the following 
pre-existing medical conditions unless they have been 
declared and accepted by the Insurer in writing;

(a) Any medical condition of which they have been 
informed or made aware of or for which they have 
received treatment at a hospital, clinic, or doctor’s surgery 
(including repeat prescriptions and the like) in the twelve 
months before they booked their Insured Journey; 
(b) If they are suffering from a heart-related condition 
and/or hypertension for which ongoing medication is 
prescribed or have ever had a heart related operation or 
a stroke, or arterial disease, kidney disease, malignant 
disease (cancer), lung or respiratory disease (excluding 
controlled asthma unless they have received in-patient 
hospital treatment within the last twelve months), motor-
neurone disease, Parkinson’s disease or Alzheimer’s 
disease; or
(c) Any terminal illness which has been diagnosed. 

Further, this insurance does not provide cover if at the 
time of booking the Insured Journey, the person whose 
condition gives rise to a claim, is either: 
1. On a hospital waiting list for treatment or 

investigation or awaiting the results of medical tests; 
2. Travelling contrary to medical advice or specifically to 

obtain medical treatment;
3. Expected to give birth during the Insured Journey or 

within two months of date arriving home; 
4. Requires medication or treatment which they know, 

at the start of the Insured Journey, will be needed 
while outside the Republic of Ireland. 

So, check and check again, be prepared and put your 
mind at ease.

CATHOLIC OBSEQUIES ASSOCIATION
Within An Garda Síochána, there are associations, clubs 
and support services, established and administered over 
many years by our serving and retired members. They 
benefit not only our serving personnel, but also our retired 
members, spouses and families.
     The Catholic Obsequies Association – a DMR Garda 
Support Service, similar to the Garda Benevolent Trust 
Fund – is a registered charity. Its principal function is to 
provide financial grants on the deaths of serving/retired 
members and their spouses. The association is managed 
by serving and retired members and the accounts are 
audited each year by Independent auditors. 
     Eligibility for grants is conditional on a member 
subscribing throughout his/her service in An Garda 
Síochána and on retirement, the payment of a once off 
lifetime membership fee of €200. Currently, the weekly 
subscription fee is €1 per week (Code 9219). 
     The grant payable on the death of a subscribing or 
lifetime member or his/her spouse is €1,000 for each. The 
association pays out an average of €30,000 per year in 
grants.
     Secretary of the Association Sgt Gerry O’Neill, 
Superintendent’s Office, Mountjoy Garda Station, 
Dublin 7, can be contacted at 01-6668778 or by email 
gavoneill@eircom.net

WEBTEXTING
More and more use of our webtext system is being made, 
but amazingly some branches do not use the system at all.
     Branch secretaries should alert us in advance of any 
activities taking place in your area for GSRMA members, 
and we will circulate to your branch direct by text. 
     Remember there is no cost to your branch, quite the 
contrary! This was introduced to take such administrative 
costs away from the local branches.
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Influenza (flu) is a highly infectious viral 
illness spread by coughs and sneezes, and 

every year in Ireland one in ten people will 
get flu during the winter months. 
     Flu may be mild in some people but for 
many others it can be life-threatening. It is 
very different from the common cold.    
      Symptoms start suddenly – usually with a 
high temperature, chills, sore throat, muscle 
pains and a headache lasting two to seven 
days. 
     The best way to prevent flu it is by 
getting the flu vaccine. The annual flu 
vaccination campaign takes place from 
September to encourage people in ‘at risk’ 
groups – people with long-term medical 
conditions, anyone over 65 and pregnant 
women – to get the flu vaccine. 
     The ‘at risk’ groups are more likely 
to get sick and end up in hospital with 
complications if they get the flu.
     The flu vaccine is also recommended for 
healthcare workers, including emergency 
services personnel, for two reasons. 
     Firstly, as a healthcare worker you are up to 10 times 
more likely to get the flu. If you get the flu you will have 
to take time off work and may feel very unwell.
     Secondly, if you get flu you can spread it to others 
including vulnerable patients. Anyone with flu can be 
infectious from one day before symptoms start to three to 
five days after symptoms start. 
     This means that you can pass on the flu virus to a 
vulnerable patient even before you know that you are 
sick. The flu vaccine will protect you against spreading the 
flu to vulnerable patients and to your family and friends. 

PREVENTING THE SPREAD
Healthcare workers, including emergency services 
personnel, can prevent the spread of flu and save lives 
every year by getting the flu vaccine. If you are healthy 
and get flu you may only have a mild illness but for those 
at high risk, including your patients it could be fatal. 
     Those in the ‘at-risk’ groups may not get enough 

protection from the vaccine themselves so they rely on 
the people around them to keep them safe. We know 
that if health care workers get the flu vaccine, it protects 
vulnerable patients and results in up to a 40 per cent 
reduction in patient deaths.
     Flu vaccine is very safe. It does not contain live flu virus 
so it cannot give you the flu. Flu viruses change from year 
to year so new vaccines have to be developed each year 
to protect against each new emerging strain. 
     This season’s vaccine will give 40 to 90 per cent 
protection against the flu viruses circulating this winter 
and all the expert bodies recommend getting the vaccine 
every year is the best protection against flu. 
     We must make sure health care staff, including 
emergency services personnel, are vaccinated to prevent 
spread of the disease - get your flu vaccine now – it’s a 
lifesaver.
     The flu vaccine, as well as additional information, 
is available from your occupational health teams, GPs 
or pharmacists. For further information visit www.
immunisation.ie or www.hpsc.ie 

A SHOT IN THE ARM 
FOR VACCINES

HEALTH FOCUS

Did you know that in Ireland between 200 to 500 people die from flu every year ? The 
HSE’s annual flu vaccination campaign throughout September aims to encourage those 
most at risk, such as people with long-term medical conditions or anyone over 65, to get 
the flu vaccine. 
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Letters to the 
                Editor

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

NAME CLARIFICATION – NOVEMBER 1954 
CLASS

Sincere thanks to Noel P. Leyne (10918E), Clarenbridge, Co. 
Galway, who has reminded us that he was one of the ‘unknown’ 
in the November 1954 Class photo (Spring 2015 Síocháin, p. 88). 
He is pictured in the middle row, fifth from left.
     He is also delighted to inform our readers that the first Garda 
on left in the middle row is Micky Finn while the last Garda on 
the right is Brendan Keyes. In the front row, the first on the left 
is Paddy Murphy, and at the very back on extreme right is John 
Darmody.

DO YOU REMEMBER SGT PADDY SHEEHAN, 
PEARSE ST?

My father Patrick (Paddy) Sheehan served in Rathmines Station 
(1947 to 1954); Sundrive\Crumlin (1954 to 1962) and finally as 
Sergeant at Pearse St Traffic Area (1962 until his death, aged 43, in 
1968). 
     My mother, Mary (Power) Sheehan, passed away in July 2012.  I 
was very young when Paddy passed away and have little memory of 
him. I would be interested in hearing the memories of his colleagues. 

My mobile is 087-6795660 and email is davesheehan99@gmail.com. 

Regards,
Dave Sheehan
131 Stonepark Abbey, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

SERGEANT’S PROMOTION COURSE 1963

Dear Editor,

Re: Query from Mrs Mary Doherty, Sergeant’s Promotion 
Course 1963 
The photograph (Winter 2014 Síocháin, p. 55) is of a Sergeants’ 
Promotion Course at the Depot from 4 June to 12 July 1963. The 
members in the photograph are as follows:
Front Row (l-r): Sgt D O’ Keeffe; Station Sgt Jim Healy, S/Sgt 
John O’Gara; Chief Supt James McDonagh (Training Officer); 
Sgt James Murphy (Course Instructor); S/Sgt J. Shiel and S/Sgt 
J. Brogan.
Middle Row (l-r): Sgt L. Barrett; Bill Wright; D.J. O’Sullivan; 
Michael Doherty; J. Guinane; R. Heffernan; Pat Doherty and 
Dan McCarthy.
Back Row (l-r): Sergeants Joe Geary; J. O’Mahony; John 
McGonigle; Tom Kelly; Hugh J. Shreenan; Dan O’ Callaghan 
and J. Sweeney.

President John F. Kennedy visited Ireland during the course and 
all participating members were ‘on the move’ for four days on 
duty in Dublin City, Wexford Town, New Ross and Galway City.

I trust that the foregoing information will be of assistance to Mrs 
Doherty.

DJ O’Sullivan
Tralee,
Co. Kerry.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

REMEMBERING GARRISTOWN SEARCH PARTY 1969

Dear Editor,

Re: Garristown Search Party, May 1969 (Summer 2015 Síocháin, p. 87)

It’s nice to see that so many retired colleagues remember the Garristown search. It was 
John Harty (RIP), a guard in Ashbourne at the time, who got the relevant information 
which led to the search. He subsequently retired from HQ as an Inspector.
     Bill Sloyne (RIP), to whom I refer, later retired as an Inspector in Limerick. He was 
a native of Knock Co. Mayo and was a brother of Tom Sloyne, former AC. He had 
another brother John, who also played for Mayo but died as a serving member in the 
late 50s. 
     There was no catering committee in the Gardaí at the time, so when it came to 
feeding such a large group it was a problem. Jack Keogh (RIP), then a Detective 
Sergeant in Drogheda who later retired as a Superintendent there, solved the problem. 
     He secured supplies from the Air Corps in Gormanstown and arrived with Burco 
Boilers and sandwiches. I don’t know who paid for them but they were fantastic. One 
of the best motivational factors ever. At the time a photo appeared on the front page of 
‘The Irish Press’ not of us searching but eating Jack’s sandwiches!
     That was 1969, before the days of overtime, so the only extra payment we got was 
the subsistence allowance, most of which was left in the pubs in Garristown on the 
night of the find. I remember there was an impromptu Special Exemption granted on the 
night.
     With the help of Pat Lambe (Ashbourne), Cyril Maguire (Meath), and Jim Kearney 
(Dublin North), I seem to have all the names but for one in the back row and three in the 
front row. Hereunder is the line-up:

Garristown Search Party
Back Row (l-r): D/Inspector Dan Murphy, Phil Duffy, Sergeant Jim French, P.J. Lavin. 
Jim Dempsey, Benny Reilly, Jim Kearney, Seamus Grogan, Kevin Tunny, D/Sergeant 
Pierse Barrett, Dick Keating, Tim Doyle, Michael Burke, John Lally, Ned Daley, Barry 
Joy, Sergeant Brendan Keys, Unknown.
Front Row (l-r): D/Sergeant John Courtney, Sergeant Kieran McGreedy, McGinley, 
Unknown, John Meehan, Christy Dineen, Sergeant Bill Sloyne, Unknown, Pat Slevin, 
Pat Curtin, Unknown, Oliver Gleeson, Pat Lambe, Michael Fitzgerald, Andy Whelan, 
Finian Conway

Best Regards,
Mick Fitzgerald,
Castleknock,
Dublin 15.

GARDA DROWNING RESCUE 
SKILLS TO THE FORE

Dear Editor,

Summer 2015 Síocháin includes a great article, 
close to my heart, on Garda Drowning Rescue 
Skills. I was proud to be a member of the Garda 
Swimming & Lifesaving Team for about 15 
years and was captain for a few of these. 
     I knew Eamon Doherty (RIP) well, while 
Larry McEown (RIP) also served well on the 
ACPO committee and accompanied us every 
June bank holiday weekend to the UK for the 
National Police Swimming and Lifesaving 
Competitions. 
     With the skills I developed I was able to 
put into practice on two to three occasions the 
rescue of individuals drowning or in difficulty 
and received the Comhairle na Míre Gaile 
bronze medal and certificate on one occasion, 
the other being a cert from the Scott Medal 
Award Scheme.
     Also in the same issue on page 45 is an 
article of the interview with Patrick Campbell 
about being one of the first Civic Guards. 
The picture on page 47, ‘Ireland’s Unarmed 
Police Force, The Civic Guard, Collinstown 20 
November 1922’ has my grandfather Patrick 
J. Murphy (old RIC) and my granduncle, his 
brother, Mathew Murphy (old IRA) in the photo. 
     I have their history here at home having got 
it from the Garda Museum/Archives. I have the 
full set of my granduncle’s medals, which are a 
collector’s item as not many lived to be in their 
late 90s. 
     Most are missing the one or more of the 
medals. He served in Stepaside until 1947 and I 
have the embossed wallet that his parishioners 
presented to him on his retirement. He resided in 
the agency house there until he died. 
     That picture hangs alongside one of my 
own passing-out parade and of my son Bryan’s 
passing-out parade in Anglesea St Station, 
Cork.  There’s a little bit of history about proud 
members of An Garda Síochána!

Regards,
Pat Murphy
Hazelwood Court,
Glanmire, Co. Cork.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

LOOK BACK AT THE 1950s IN THE FORCE

Dear Editor,

I was very interested reading the article concerning the late Sergeant Patrick Campbell, in the 
Summer issue of ‘Síocháin’. I joined the Force on 3 November 1954 and my first posting was 
to Dundrum Station in April 1955, where I was welcomed upon arrival by Sgt Campbell. 
      Dundrum was then a country station, and at that time it was manned by two sergeants, 12 
Gardaí and two detectives. One of detectives was Dan Murphy who later became Detective 
Superintendent. We did 24-hour station orderly duty, closing the door at midnight and sleeping 
in the day-room. 
      Single men slept in the station and had to be in at 11 pm.  WP Quinn (Bray) was 
the Divisional Officer and Leo Maher (Rathfarnham) was the District Officer. Gregory Allen was the District Clerk in 
Rathfarnham. 
      He was well known in later years as the Archivist of the Garda Museum. John Paul McMahon, later Deputy Commissioner, 
was a young Sergeant in Rathfarnham where Jack Marrinan was a young Garda. 
      Sgt Campbell retired from the Force in the summer of 1956 and was replaced by Sergeant Paul Russell who came on 
transfer from Oldcastle, Co. Meath. Paul was a well-known Kerry footballer of the 1920s and 30s. 
      I did my first tour of duty with Garda John W. Reynolds, later Detective Superintendent in Crime Branch and father of the 
present RTE Crime Correspondent, Paul Reynolds.
      After two years I was transferred across to Tallaght Station which was on the Old Blessington Road and is now a funeral 
home. Tallaght was a small village with one small housing estate and mostly rural farming community, about 800 residents. 
I got all the long distance jobs, collecting agricultural statistics and doing the census of population on my bicycle, though the 
Bohernabreena hills.  
      I served in several other stations in south and north Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow. In the late 1970s, during my time as 
a sergeant at Coolock Station a young woman called by to make an application to join An Garda Síochána.   Her name was 
Noirín O’Sullivan (no relation). Today she is the Garda Commissioner.
      I retired in 1986 after 32 years’ service and came to live in Blessington, County Wicklow where I had previously served 
some years before.  With my wife I bought a small business which kept us occupied for 15-20 years.  I became very much 
involved in Local and Community affairs over the years. 
      In 2012 I received a medal from the area president of the local branch of the St Vincent de Paul Society for my 25 years’ 
service. In the 1950s there was a small dancehall attached to Kevin Street Garda Station where dancing took place every 
Sunday night. It was there that I met my wife, Helen O’Donnell, a native of Kildorrery, Co Cork. 
      Almost 60 years have flown by since our first dance in Kevin Street and our family have moved to find their own way in 
the world; one son is living in the UK, another is living in Kells while our two daughters reside in Dublin.
      Now in my mid-80s, I thoroughly enjoyed my service in the Force.  Last November, I had the pleasure of joining the 
November 1954 Class Reunion in the Ashling Hotel, Dublin.
      That ends my story relating to my years in the Force commencing with my first meeting with the late Sergeant Campbell, 
in the spring of 1955.

Maurice O’Sullivan
Reg. No. 10998C.
Blessington,
Co. Wicklow.
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MEET YOUR NEW 
CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

MARIE ROCHE
Marie Roche was elected 
chairperson at the AGM of the 
Naas Branch GSRMA 2015. She 
was a committee member since 
2008 and was Branch Secretary 
since 2012.
    Born in Ballybrittas, Co. 
Laois, she attended Rath 
National School and the 
Convent of Mercy Secondary 
School, Monasterevin. On 
completion of her studies she joined the Shaw Group, 
trained as a buyer and worked there until her marriage to 
Garda John Roche (Dundalk Garda Station) in 1980. 
    John subsequently served in DMA, mostly in the SDU 
until his untimely death in 2001. The family were based 
in Kildare and with encouragement support at that time 
from Fintan Dunne she joined the Nass Branch of the 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.
    During her early years she was unable to participate 
fully in the Naas Branch activities as her three children 
were of school going age. In 2008 she was elected to 
the Branch Committee and became very interested in 
organising social events and outings for members. 
    Early trips were day-outings in Ireland. Later the branch 
organised trips abroad, which included visits to various 
locations such as Manchester, Paris, Wales, Lake District, 
Blackpool and Morecambe, Bristol and Scotland.
    Six years ago, she was involved in setting up weekly 
ten pin bowling sessions in Naas which have gained 
popularity with retired members. In addition, she is also 
to the forefront of the Annual Mass, Christmas Dinners 
and the monthly coffee mornings in Naas. She is a 
regular contributor to ‘Síocháin’ and endeavours to keep 
members informed of upcoming events through this 

Following their recent election to the 
GSRMA Central Committee, the six new 
members are profiled here. The Editorial 
Board and Editor extend their best wishes 
to the new members for the year ahead. 

medium.
    To-date, Marie has taken part in four mini-marathons 
for the Irish Wheelchair Association and has assisted in 
annual fundraising for sending invalids to Fatima. Despite 
her busy schedule she has time for reading, walking, 
gardening, travelling and participating in the parish choir.

MATT GIVENS
Matt Givens was born in the 
parish of Ahane in County 
Limerick, educated at Lisnagry 
National School, St. Munchin’s 
College Limerick and as a 
mature student in UCC Cork, 
where he studied Psychology 
and Social Studies. He resides 
in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary with 
his wife, Margaret.
    He is father of three 
children, two daughters who are both married and one 
son, who is a Garda based in Roxboro Road, Limerick. 
    Matt joined An Garda Síochána in November 1972 and 
was stationed at Store Street, Dublin until a transfer in 
1975 to Cahir District Tipperary. Nine years later he went 
to serve in Nenagh Garda District and remained there 
until 1990. He was one of four serving Gardai initially 
appointed to the Garda Welfare Service in 1990. 
    The Garda Welfare Officers’ brief included providing a 
counselling and referral service to serving members of the 
force and their families, retired members and their families 
and retired members from other police forces who had 
retired to the jurisdiction. 
    Dealing with matters such as family difficulties, 
addiction, bereavement, peer support and trauma 
management.  He remained in the Garda Welfare Service 
for seventeen years up to his retirement in 2007.
    Matt currently serves as an elected member of the 
Board of Management of St Paul’s Garda Medical Aid 
Society. He is a member of the Board of Management of 
St Vincent’s Special School, Lisnagry, Co. Limerick.
    He has a keen interest in most sports, having played 
soccer, rugby, Gaelic football and hurling in his younger 
days.  
    He has held a number of administrative positions in the 
GAA including Chairman of his home club Ahane in East 
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Limerick in 2003.  
    He was the manager of the Senior Hurling team there 
in 2001 and 2002.  He was Liaison Officer with the 
Limerick U21 hurling team in 2013.

JOHN KELLY
Tuam native John Kelly, 
Branch Secretary for GSRMA 
Dublin South which has a 
membership of 350, first 
joined the Force in 1970. 
    During a policing career 
spanning 39 years and seven 
months he served at various 
ranks in stations such as 
Harcourt Terrace, Kevin Street, 
Pearse Street (Detective 
Unit), Stepaside, Kilmainham, 
Ballyfermot, Ballyconnell (Co. Cavan), Crime Branch Garda 
HQ, Blackrock, Dun Laoghaire, Internal Affairs, before he 
retired as Detective Chief Superintendent from the Garda 
Technical Bureau.
    John holds a BA degree in Police Management, a 
Post-Graduate Diploma in Conflict Dispute Resolution 
from Trinity College Dublin, an Advanced Management 
Diploma in Executive Leadership from UCD/Smurfit-
Harvard and a Certificate in Civilian Crisis Management 
under the European Security & Defence Policy.
    During his 13 years at Garda HQ, he held membership 
of several Government Commissions/Working Groups. 
Under the EU rotating Presidency, he was appointed 
Ireland’s representative on several groups under the 2/3 
Pillar institutions. 
    He spent a number of years as external lecturer at the 
Garda College, Templemore. In 2008 he worked with Joe 
Ward (Mullingar) to compile the 7th edition of the Garda 
Síochána Guide. 
    John is married to Maureen who is a proud Valentia 
Islander. Since retirement he is actively involved on the 
membership of several fundraising charities, including 
the Coombe Women’s Hospital and Our Lady’s Hospice, 
Harold’s Cross, Dublin. For pastime, he likes travelling, 
especially to USA, while back home, he enjoys gardening, 
DIY and taking his dog for long walks. 

JOE LYNCH
A native of Inishowen, Co. 
Donegal, Joe Lynch joined An 
Garda Síochána in 1975. His 
Garda service began in Salthill. 
He subsequently served in the 
Laois/Offaly Division before 
securing a transfer to his native 
county where he completed his 
service in 2009 with 34 years’ 
service. In the Laois/Offaly 

Division, Joe served for almost nine years on the GRA 
Divisional Committee, six years as Divisional Chairman, 
until leaving the Division in 1987. 
    Joe became involved with the IPA in 1980 and was 
elected to the National Executive Committee as National 
Supplies Secretary in 1985. He subsequently held the 
positions of Vice President, President, Past Present and 
National Editor in the IPA and is the current National 
Editor and Communications Officer. Joe was the 
International representative for Section Ireland for the six 
years of his National Presidency. 
    In 2000 he was appointed to the International Internal 
Commission which had responsibility for overseeing 
the implementation of the International Constitution 
and Rules of the Association and the recommending 
of amendments and enhancements, serving there until 
2003when he was appointed to the International Cultural 
Commission for 3 years, dealing with international 
cultural activity and events in IPA Sections around the 
world. 
    Joe became active in the Donegal North Branch 
committee of the GSRMA following his retirement. 
In 2012, Joe was nominated to contest the Central 
Committee election for the Connaught/Ulster Region 
but was unsuccessful. He is delighted to have secured a 
place on this occasion and looks forward to bringing his 
experience to the Central Committee table.  

BILLY SAUNDERSON
Billy Saunderson was reared in 
East Cork and grew up ‘on the 
railway’ in Mogeely. He was 
schooled in Castlemartyr and St 
Colman’s Fermoy before joining 
An Garda Síochána in May 
1968.
    His first station was Ennis 
where he went on to serve 
almost his full service in Clare 
Garda Division before retiring there in 2005. The Clare 
journey was interrupted by some temporary transfers to 
the border area and agrarian disputes in Meath. 
    A short sojourn in Thurles following promotion in 1992 
to Sergeant ended the Banner exiles. Billy is a member of 
the International Police Association. He has held national, 
international and local committee positions in the 
organisation and continues to promote its positive social, 
cultural and professional ethos.
    As a newly-elected representative of GSRMA Munster 
Region, Billy looks forward to representing all Munster 
members at Central Committee level. He will encourage 
retired Gardaí and widows to join the GSRMA in helping 
us all to improve the wellbeing of our retirees in the 
areas of pension, health and social engagements. In 
representing the region he says he will need, and hopes 
for, the support, advice and encouragement of all. 
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JOE WARD
Joe Ward, a native of Mohill, 
Co. Leitrim, joined An Garda 
Síochána in November 1972. 
He was allocated to William 
Street and then Henry 
Street, Limerick for the first 
six years of his service. In 
1980 Joe was transferred 
to Longford-Westmeath 
Division and served there 
for the next 15 years, in 
Castletowngeoghegan, Mullingar, Granard and Kinnegad 
Stations, first as a Garda and later as a Sergeant. 
    He holds a BA (Honours) Degree in History and 
Economics from NUI Maynooth. In 1992 Joe qualified 
as a Barrister and was called to the Bar. In 1995 he was 
appointed to the Garda Legal Research Unit at the Garda 
College, Templemore, where he spent the last 16 years of 
his service. 
    In 2001 he was promoted Inspector in charge of 

the Section. While there Joe was responsible for the 
compilation of the Garda Siochana Guide, 7th. Edition 
which was published in 2008. Joe Ward retired from An 
Garda Siochana in December, 2010, having completed 38 
years’ service. 
    He had been a member of AGSI Branch Committees in 
Longford-Westmeath and the Garda College during his 
service. After retiring Joe studied to become a solicitor 
in the Law Society of Ireland, Blackhall Place, Dublin and 
enrolled as a solicitor in July, 2013. 
    Joe and his wife Helen have lived in Mullingar for the 
past 34 years. He has been Secretary of Mullingar Branch 
GSRMA since 2012. He is currently a member of the 
General Purposes Committee. He has a particular interest 
in ensuring that members of the Association are kept 
informed of their entitlements in relation to Taxation, 
Social Protection and Old Age Pensions. 
    He will be advocating that the new Central Committee 
do everything in its power to have the cuts to Garda 
Pensions reversed and the Universal Social Charge 
abolished during its period of office. 
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The 40th anniversary of the murder of Garda Michael J. Reynolds (17673G) in Dublin falls 
on 11 September 2015. Here Retired Garda George Langan, who subsequently married his 
widow Vera, prepares this tribute to a heroic member of the Force. 

GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS

DEATH FLOWS THE 
NANIKEN

REMEMBERING A HERO 

38  Síocháin 

On Friday 9 February, 1945, a son was born to Frank 
and Bridget Reynolds whom they christened Michael 

(Mick) Reynolds. Mick grew up in the family farm receiving 
his education at the local national school in Kilconnell, 
where his teacher was Cyril Duncan, and at St Joseph’s 
College, Garbally in Ballinasloe. 
     A non-drinker and a non-smoker he was very fit and 

athletic. His talents were soon spotted by the local GAA 
football club and later with the Raheny club in Dublin. 
     Mick Reynolds found that working on the family farm 
wasn’t yielding as much fruit, money wise, as he thought 
it would. Towards the end of that decade he had just 
about enough of the farming life and decided to try his 
luck in another field so to speak. He left his home in 

Kilconnell and came to Dublin where he 
secured a job on a building site near Dublin 
Airport.

JOINING AN GARDA SIOCHANA
He had spent two years in the building 
industry, where he was well liked and 
respected by his fellow workers, so much 
so that he was offered promotion to 
ganger in an attempt to keep him on 
board. 
     However, Mick had decided it was time 
once again to move to greener pastures. 
He had his mind made up that his future 
belonged in the Garda Síochána and so on 
Wednesday 4 March, 1970, he headed for 
the Garda Training Centre in Templemore, 
Co. Tipperary. 
     Courage and kind, upright and strong 
was always part of Mick’s forte. His 
kindness came to fruition on passing-out 
day when, following the ceremony, he 
invited his fellow recruit Gerry Lovett to 
accompany him home to Kilconnell to 
celebrate the remainder of this historic day. 
Gerry had instructed his own family not to 
attend the parade, the journey from their 
home in Ballingeary, Co. Cork, being too 
far. 
     In July that same year, having completed 
his 18 weeks of training Mick was posted 
to Kilmainham Garda Station in Dublin. For 
his first tour of duty he was accompanied 

Gardaí John Bligh (RIP) and Des Pringle lead the pall-bearers outside the Church of St 
Paul, Mount Argus, Harold’s Cross, Dublin. Photo courtesy of The Irish Times ©
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on the beat by a Garda Patrick 
Byrne, the same Patrick Byrne that 
in five years hence would play a 
major role in the apprehension and 
subsequent conviction of Mick’s 
killers and that one day would 
attain the rank of Commissioner of 
the force. 
     Incidentally when the said Patrick 
Byrne first arrived at Kilmainham 
he was shown on the beat by none 
other than the late Garda John 
Morley who himself, along with 
his colleague Garda Henry Byrne, 
would meet the same fate met by 
Mick Reynolds.
     Both were unmercifully gunned 
down on 7 July 1980, by alleged 
members of the Irish National 
Liberation Army (INLA), during a 
pursuit in the aftermath of a bank 
robbery near Loughglynn, Co, 
Roscommon. 

POLICING AT KILMAIMHAM
At 10.30pm on 3 August 1971, 
Mick Reynolds (who was attached to Kilmainham Garda 
Station) was on foot patrol when he noticed a youth 
driving recklessly in what turned out to be a stolen car.       
     Mick stopped a passing van, whose driver was kind 
enough to adhere to his request, to pursue the said 
vehicle on his behalf. With Mick in the passenger’s seat 
they followed the car into Dolphin House flats complex 
off the South Circular Road.
     The kind driver had seen enough, telling Mick that he 
would alert his colleagues, but that he was on his own 
from here on. Mick thanked him for his help and ran after 
the youth, who by now, was up in one of the balcony 
flats. 
     He caught up with the youth, told him he was placing 
him under arrest then pinned him to the ground hoping 
help would soon arrive. Almost immediately Mick was 
surrounded and attacked by friends and accomplices of 
the said youth: the ring leader being a female. 
     A violent struggle ensued so much so that Mick’s life 
at one point was in grave danger. Bottles and bricks came 
flying in his direction smashing into the wall above him. 
     Another missile – a bicycle that a youth had been 
riding – came flying through the air hitting Mick and 
injuring his arm in the process. Was it not for a kind lady, 
a resident of the flat complex, allowing him into her home 
he might have never left the complex alive.
     Life thereafter for this lady turned out to be a living 
hell so much so that she was forced to vacate her home 
through fear and intimidation. 
     At this stage up to a hundred or so hooligans had 

gathered, breaking the windscreen of the patrol car as 
it arrived. But amidst what was now turning out to be a 
riot, Mick still held on to the youth. 
     Fearing for his life, despite the fact that reinforcements 
by now had arrived, he had no option but to relinquish 
his grip and let him go. On 7 August Mick spied the 
said youth standing with ten or so others at J Block in 
the same complex. He arrested him and brought him to 
Kilmainham Station. At an identification parade at the 
station Mick picked out others who were involved in the 
fracas. All were charged and convicted.

TRANSFER TO CLONTARF
On 16 March 1971, at a church near Dublin Airport, 
Mick married his girlfriend of two years, Vera Kiely from 
Rooskagh East, Carrickerry, Athea, Co. Limerick. Vera 
worked in the civil service, Board of Works section, at 
Earlsfort Terrace.  
     Eileen Dalton, who was a native of Newcastle West, 
had a hairdressing salon at 129, St Stephen’s Green West, 
Dublin 2. Eileen was a first cousin of Vera’s mother who 
had emigrated to the USA at the age of 15. 
     Her father ran a drapery shop in Newcastle West and 
following his death his wife decided to go on holiday for a 
couple of weeks to visit their daughter in the States. (She 
was to stay there for 11 years). Eileen and her mother 
eventually returned to Ireland and rented the hairdressing 
salon and living quarters at St Stephens Green.
     Due to the nature of her business, Eileen soon made 
many friends and with one in particular, a Dr Flood, 
daughter of Deputy Commissioner Alfie Flood, 1904-

An Garda Síochána Band and the funeral cortége pictured at Winetavern St with Christchurch 
Cathedral in the background. Photo: Austin Finn (RIP) ©
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1997, of An Garda Síochána.  Following the fracas at the 
Dolphin House complex and the fact that Mick and his 
wife, Vera, had bought a house in Artane it was decided 
that for his own safety Mick should be transferred from 
Kilmainham. He was advised to apply for a transfer. Soon 
afterwards he was posted to Clontarf, ‘the best station in 
the city’, said Alfie.  

HEAVEYWEIGHT HANDS
Alfie Flood was promoted Assistant Commissioner in 
March 1967, and in May of that year he became Deputy 
Garda Commissioner. He retired from the Force on 9 April 
1972. He died on 30 March 1997.
     Transfer day being just the routine of bringing his D20 
(transfer document) to his new station and saying a quick 
hello/goodbye to his new colleagues, Vera decided to 
travel with her husband. She remained in their car outside 
the station whilst Mick went inside to go through the 
formalities of the transfer. 
     It wasn’t long ‘till she observed this burly male 
Sergeant walking towards her from the station door, 
walked around the car, engaged in a short chat with Vera 
and returned again to the station. 
     What caught her eye was the mighty pair of 
hands that he possessed, hands that the great World 
Heavyweight boxer Sonny Liston would have been proud 
of and a pair of shoes to boot. When Mick arrived back to 
the car he said to Vera, ‘What did you think of that fella?’ 
     This man turned out to be the gentle giant himself 
Daniel (Dan) McHale, one of Mayo’s finest who would 
later become one of their closest friends, confidant and 
advisor.

GIFT FROM HEAVEN
Thursday 26 July 1973, dawned bright and sunny over 
Dublin City. A glorious Thursday morning indeed, glorious 
in more ways than one, for at 8.20am at Holles St. 
Maternity hospital a baby girl was born to Vera and Mick 
Reynolds, whom they christened Emer. 
     The birth of a newly born to any couple is special, 
especially when it’s the first and for Vera and Mick it was 
no exception. They were both over the moon with the 
new arrival. 
     However, their joy and elation was short lived as little 
Emer (after being baptised by a priest from Westland 
Row) was taken away in the middle of the following night 
to Crumlin Children’s Hospital where she was diagnosed 
as being terminally ill with Cystic Fibrosis, an incurable 
genetic disorder.
     It’s at times like these that support is so important 
especially where the mother of the child is concerned and 
in Vera’s case it was no different. Pleasantly surprised she 
was then when she awoke one morning to find Catherine 
Hurley, who was a nurse in the said hospital, standing by 
her bedside. 
     She had known Catherine for some years heretofore 

and wasn’t aware 
that she was 
nursing in the 
said hospital, they 
having not met 
since their dancing 
days around the 
Olympic Ballroom. 
Catherine 
subsequently 
married Pat 
Mullarkey who 
was Mick’s 
colleague. 
     Following two 
operations and 
a stay of up to 
11 weeks, Emer 
was eventually 
discharged just as 
Peters & Lee sang 
their way to the 
top of the charts 
with ‘Welcome 
Home’. Emer arrived home to Ardmore Drive for the first 
time. Vera visited her every day for the 11 weeks she 
spent in Crumlin, sometimes travelling with Mick, and if 
he wasn’t available she would take the bus. 
     Not the ideal arrangement for a mother and child to 
form a bonding, but bonded they became and Emer each 
and every day, on seeing her mother coming down the 
corridor, would greet her with a big smile.

HOLLES ST MEMORIES
It is quite probable that I was on duty at the British 
Passport Office on the night that Emer was born. I was 
stationed at Pearse Street at the time. The office was 
located across the street from Holles Street Hospital, 
which was subject to 24-hour protection following 
the burning of the nearby British Embassy a few years 
previous.  Ten years later, I would become Emer’s step-
father. 
     Brendan Shine was at No. 3 in the Irish charts with 
‘Where the Three Counties Meet’ but any one of those 
counties would have done me then rather than where 
I was. I can’t say that I longed for any morning at the 
passport office; post duty was never at the top of my 
predilection. 
     However, I can still see myself walking up and down 
Holles Street singing those lines, with my musical dreams 
periodically interjected by the harmonious sounds of the 
little new-born babies  as they intoned their way into their 
new world.

This tribute to Garda Reynolds will be continued in the 
next three issues of ‘Siochain’.

Hushed Naniken, flow gently forth,
Stream waters bright and red,

For we hath not seen none braver,
Than he on thy shallow bed.

(George Langan)

George Langan

GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS
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REMEMBERING AN 
IRISH VETERAN OF 
WORLD WAR ONE
Retired Sgt Andrew Kenny pays tribute to his late father James Kenny (1895-1984) 

a veteran of World War One, who never spoke of the horrors that he and his comrades 
endured during the war.

It was in Kilcarbery, a small town land about five 
miles south of Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, that on 

16 November 1895 my father James Kenny was 
born. 
    His family were all very strong nationalists. His 
mother claimed descent from Laurence O’Toole 
who, in 1798 before the battle of Vinegar Hill in 
Enniscorthy, came from Wicklow with his men 
and reached Vinegar Hill by driving a herd of 
cattle through the English lines at Duffry Gate in 
Enniscorthy.
    The rebels were defeated at Vinegar Hill. 
Laurence O’Toole survived the battle and settled in 
Wexford and became known as ‘Larry the Rebel’. 
It is now a tradition that each generation of the 
Kenny Family must have the name Laurence or in 
Irish ‘Lorcan’ in the family.
    At the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, 
my father was 19 years of age. He was a well-built 
young man, standing 6 feet 2 inches in height. He 
was working as a gardener at the time but he had 
an ambition to travel and see the rest of the world, 
so when war started he saw an opportunity to fulfil 
his dreams. 
    He had only one problem; his mother, whom he 
knew would object strongly in his joining the British 
Army. This she did when he first mentioned it to 
her. In early 1915, rumours were going around that 
the war would end soon so my father thought that 
if he wanted to have his great adventure and see 
what the rest of the world was like, he would have 
to join the British Army as soon as possible.

JOINING THE BRITISH ARMY
On 9 February 1915, my father, having said 
goodbye to his parents headed for Enniscorthy 
to join the British Army. He had no idea of the 
hardships and horror he was about to encounter 

WW1 veteran James Kenny pictured with his wife Margaret and family 
(1947). Two family members joined the Garda Síochána; Tom (second from 
left) served as Detective Garda in Irishtown and Donnybrook, while Andy (fifth 
from left) served in Louth/Meath & Laois/Offaly Divisions. (Photo courtesy of 
Andy Kenny, Birr)
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over the next few years. 
    On his way to Enniscorthy he met his 
neighbour Mike Murphy, whom my father knew 
was only 16 years old but who told the Recruiting 
Officer that he was 18 years of age and he 
accepted him into the army. 
    They were both sent to the army barracks at 
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. They had a two -hour 
delay in Waterford and it was here that my father 
discovered that Mike had not told his family that 
he was joining up. 
    He sent a postcard from Waterford to his own 
mother and mentioned that Mick was with him 
and that he was on his way to Clonmel. He knew 
that his mother would tell Mrs Murphy.
    This she did and Mrs Murphy wrote to the 
commanding Officer at Clonmel Barracks 
claiming her son back. Mike was sent home, but 
when he was 18 years old he re-joined the British 
Army and was killed in France shortly before the 
war was over.
    My father became a member of C Company, 
2nd Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment. He was 
given army number 11047. His mother bought 
a crucifix, which she got blessed by a very saintly 
priest in Wexford Town. She sent the crucifix to 
my father and asked him to carry it with him no 
matter where it went.
    This he did and he always maintained that it 
brought him safely home from the war. When 
I joined An Garda Síochána in August 1958 he 
gave the crucifix to me and I carried it in my 
uniform for my full service. My eldest son Michael 
now has the crucifix.

TRENCH WARFARE
Prior to departing for France, on 2 May 1915, 
my father’s company were sent to Beggars Bush 
Barracks in Dublin. Here they were subjected to being 
called out of their beds at all hours of the night to parade 
and march around the barrack square. 
    They were told that this was to harden them up for the 
war. Passing through France my father bought a lot of 
postcards and sent them home to family and friends. 
    His first experience of war was lying face down in the 
muck of Flanders, his Sergeant shouting “keep your head 
down boys” as shells exploded all around them. They 
knew nothing about trench warfare but they had to learn 
very fast.
    As young boys we used to try and get him to tell us 
what it was like to fight in the war but his answer was 
always the same “You are better off not knowing”. Later, 
in our teenage years, he would talk about the cold and 
the rain in the trenches, sinking up to his knees in the 
muck and the huge rats that ran through the trenches. 
He talked about the so-called hard men who claimed that 

This photo of James Kenny was taken at the end of WW1 in Egypt in 1918.

there was no God and that when you died that was it.
    When it came the time to go over the top and attack 
the German trenches, as the order was given to fix 
bayonets, these same hard men blessed themselves and 
prayed. He would talk about “no man’s land” between 
the British and the German trenches. 
    This area was covered by barbed wire. At night nervous 
soldiers would be convinced the spikes on the wire were 
the spikes of German helmets coming towards them and 
they would open fire on the barbed wire.

SAHARA DESERT MARCH
In November 1915 my father’s regiment was moved to 
Salonica where, instead of rain and cold weather, they 
had to deal with intense heat. They still wore the same 
uniforms and it took some time before they were issued 
with the correct uniforms. 
    He recalled camping under the pyramids in Egypt and 
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the full regiment getting their photograph taken there. 
He talked about a 14-day march across the Sahara Desert, 
the intense heat of the day and the bitter cold of the 
night. Small groups of soldiers were sent ahead of the 
regiment each day to look for water. 
    They would stick flags in the sand for the rest of the 
regiment to follow. Their instructions were, if they found 
water, not to drink it as the enemy may have poisoned 
the well. One soldier was to return to the regiment with a 
sample, which would be tested for poison. 
    On one of the day’s marches, my father was in the 
group of soldiers sent to look for water. After a long 
search the group did find water but my father was so 
parched with thirst that he had a drink of water. When his 
comrades saw that the water was safe, they all drank and 
washed in the water. 

CHRISTMAS IN JERUSALEM
My father had to return to the regiment and report to 
Adjutant Burke/Gaffney what he had done and that the 
water was safe. My father was so tired that when he sat 
down to rest he fell asleep. When he awoke the regiment 
had left and he was alone. 
    Adjutant Burke/Gaffney had given orders that the flags 
be left in the sand and so my father was able to follow 
the flags and re-join the regiment. On that march they 
found seven water wells. He talked about arriving in 
Damascus and seeing the starving people there. They had 
eaten the leaves off the fig trees and would approach the 
soldiers, saying ‘mungy mungy’ (hungry hungry).
    My father’s regiment was involved in the capture 
of Jerusalem before Christmas 1917 and he spoke of 
spending Christmas there, walking in the footsteps of 
Jesus and praying for all his family. He had great respect 
for the Turkish soldiers and always referred to them as 
‘the mighty Turks’. 
    They were great fighting men and it was hard to take 
ground from them. He and his comrades were given 
instructions to never allow themselves to be captured by 
the Turks and to save their last bullet for themselves. One 
of his friends, Edward McDonald from the Shannon in 
Enniscorthy, was wounded in Salonika in 1917. He died 
from his wounds and is buried in Salonika.

POSTING IN INDIA
When the war ended, the regiment returned to England 
and my father returned home to his family and friends, 
whom he had not seen since he had left for France in May 
1915. 
    There was no big welcome for soldiers returning from 
the war. Nobody asked how they felt coming home and 
they did not want to talk about the hardships and horrors 
they had endured. My father could not settle at home 
and he felt that it would be better for him to return to his 
comrades in the regiment. 
    He felt that they would understand how he was 

The Kenny family keeps his crucifix.

feeling. He 
went back 
to England 
and was sent 
to India in 
November 
1918, where 
he stayed 
until 1922. 
He became 
a Military 
Policeman, 
attached 
to Victoria 
Barracks in 
India.
    The 
regiment 
returned to 
England in 
1922 and on 
12 May 1922 
the regiment 
marched to 
Winsor Castle 
where the 
regimental flag 
was handed to 
King George 
V and the 
regiment was demobbed. The flag is still there to this day.

RETURNING HOME
After being demobbed, my father returned home. This 
time he did settle down, getting a job in Leitrim and while 
there he met my Mother, Elizabeth Nea from Westmeath. 
On getting married they came to Enniscorthy, Co. 
Wexford.
    He got a job in Donohue’s of Enniscorthy where he 
spent the rest of his working life. They reared a family of 
eight sons and one daughter. He retired at 70 years of age 
in 1965. He died on 30 March 1984 at 89 years of age. 
A few days before he died, he got my mother to bring 
in all of his neighbours. He shook hands with them all, 
thanked them for their kindness to him and his family, 
telling each one that his sister Annie, who had died at 16 
years of age while he was fighting in the war, was coming 
for him. 
He had no fear of death and at the end, I am sure that 
Annie did come for him. I am proud to say that James 
Kenny was my father.

*Retired Garda Sgt Andy Kenny (13580A), Laois/Offaly 
Branch, retired from Birr Station in 1988. He is a brother 
to Retired Detective Garda Tom Kenny, Dun Laoghaire 
Branch GSRMA.
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RECOGNITION OF 
LONG SERVICE TO 
GSRMA CORK CITY

LONG SERVICE AWARDS 

Certificates have been presented to two Garda widows and nine retired colleagues at 
Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork, for their dedicated service to the Garda Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association (GSRMA).

In extending a warm welcome to the 11 recipients and family members, Michael Lewis, Branch Chairman, thanked 
them for their loyalty to the GSRMA while Vice-Chairman, John Murray assisted with the presentation of the GSRMA 

certificates. The following is a brief background of the 2015 recipients.

Pictured at the presentation of certificates on 14 May at Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork:
Front Row (l-r): Pat Lee, Pat Coogan, Teresita O’Callaghan (representing Jimmy O’Donovan), Kay McEnery, Marie O’Callaghan and Peter 
Murphy. Back Row (l-r): Peter Reilly, John Keeting, Mort Marrinan, John Hogan and Maurice Caulfield. (Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, 
Cork City Branch)
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PATRICK LEE

  Pat comes from the village of Ballintubber near Kilfinane, Co. Limerick.  After leaving 
school, he worked for a short period for the Rural Electricity Scheme bringing the electric 

light bulb to houses. 
He joined the November 1954 Class in Phoenix Park. Following Passing-Out Parade, 
he was allocated to Castlebar and during the summer months, did traffic duty at 
Knock Shrine. It had a lasting impression and over the last 55 years he has made an 
annual visit to Knock. 
     In 1957, he was transferred to Kilmaine, Co. Mayo and while on cycle-patrol met 

local lady, Jossie Gibbons whom he married in 1960. He was posted to Ballybrittas 
and Abbeyleix Stations for a short period and after getting married he served for 13 

years in Clara, Co. Offaly, where the family set-up home. Promotion to Sergeant came in 
1973 resulting in an appointment as SHO at the Bridewell Station, Cork. 

 His family moved and set-up home in Ballincollig. Pat later served as Sergeant in-Charge   
of the Prison Escort Unit in McCurtain Street Station and finally at the Fines Office in Anglesea Street.  He availed of the 

‘Three Years Extension’ and served until his 60th birthday in February 1994.

JOHN KEATING

 John was born into a football stronghold in the parish of Ardfinnan, Co. Tipperary where 
he and two brothers represented Tipperary in senior football championship games. His 

older brother Dick joined the Force in 1958 and encouraged his younger brothers to 
join the Gardaí where sport was top of the agenda. 
John joined the April 1959 class and, following passing-put parade, he was allocated 

to William Street, Limerick. The young recruit was all excited, because two years 
previously Limerick Gardaí won the County Senior Football Championship. 

     All was going well on the playing field until the Limerick Garda team were playing 
a football game in Killmallock. Shortly after half-time, John playing ‘centre-field’ had 

assisted the Gardaí to get three points on the trot. Next time he got the ball, he went 
on a solo-run towards the side-line and was knocked to the ground. 

      A clergyman (a county board official) immediately ran onto the pitch waving an umbrella  
 in the direction of Garda Keating. The incident led to a crowd of players, referee, officials   
 and spectators getting involved. This signalled the end of a game and the end of an era for Limerick Gardaí on 
the football pitch. 
     John later got married to Helen Pender, a young nurse in the Treaty City. In 1964, he was promoted Sergeant and 
transferred to Union Quay Station, Cork from where he was appointed Inspector in 1973. He subsequently served in 
Dublin, Listowel, McCurtain Street and Mayfield, before retiring from Union Quay in 1990.

KAY McENERY

 Kay (née O’Mahony), a native of Magazine Road, Cork City, is widow of the late Detective 
Garda Dan McEnery who died in April 1994. Dan was a native of Abbeyfeale, Co. 

Limerick and had joined the Force in 1973. 
Following training he was allocated to Kevin Street, Dublin before going on border 
duty in Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal. Later he was posted to Watergrasshill and 
Douglas Garda Stations in Cork. While in Douglas he was appointed to Detective 
Garda and transferred to Midleton District. 
     He met Kay while serving in Douglas and they later married and set up home in 

Watergrasshill where they raised a family of three girls Cliodhna, Sinéad and Cáit, 
and a boy called Danny. After Dan’s death, Kay gave up her teaching post to raise her 

young family. 
 She has since returned to teaching and is on the staff at St Mary’s Primary School in Cobh.  
 Her son Danny followed his dad’s footsteps and is attached to Anglesea Street  Station. Kay 

appreciates the bond of friendship and support GSRMA provides to Garda widows.
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JOHN OLIVER HOGAN

Portroe, Co. Tipperary native John, joined the September 1960 class. His first allocation 
took him to Barrack Street Station, Cork where the Sergeant incharge was Tomsie O’ 

Rourke.  Within a few years, John was appointed a Detective Garda for the area. 
He joined the nearby St. Finbarr’s Hurling Club and was on the Barr’s 1964 team that 
reached the final of the Cork Co. Senior Championship. Three years later he married 
Annita Neville from nearby Pauladuff and it resulted in his transfer to McCurtain 
Street District HQ.  
     Here he was promoted and appointed Detective Sergeant.  

Later, he crossed the River Lee again to take charge of crime investigation at Union 
Quay Divisional HQ.  On 4 September 1978, John with his colleagues, Micky ‘Pa’ 

Connell, and Morgan Lahiff interrupted an armed robbery at CMP Dairy. As the four 
armed and masked raiders ran from the main office, they opened fire on the detectives, 

shattering the car’s rear window. 
 The hold-off ended when Detective Sergeant Hogan retrieved the uzi submachine gun from the detective’s car.  
All four were arrested, guns seized and cash recovered.  The three detectives were presented with Gold Scott Medals 
at the Garda College in June, 1979. John was promoted Inspector in 1981, spent a period at Dublin Castle before 
returning to serve at Mallow, Togher and Anglesea Street.  He retired from the Force in July 1994.

MARIE O’CALLAGHAN

Marie is proud of her native village, Carriganima a few miles beyond Macroom. While 
her father had a real Cork surname (Murphy), on her mother’s side there is a touch of 

‘royalty’. 
She remembers with fondness the good old days with the fire on the hearth, turf-

cutting, bringing tea to the meadows and neighbours calling to listen to the wireless. 
She met her late husband, Frank O’Callaghan at a céile in Macroom in 1960. 

He was based in Dromad, Co. Louth and was home to play a football game with his 
brothers for his native Macroom. They married in 1961 and went to live in Drogheda. 

In the late 1960s the family moved back to Cork City after Frank got a transfer to St 
Luke’s and later McCurtain Street. 

After retirement from the force, Frank worked for the Cork County Sheriff’s Office until   
 his death in 1995. Marie had to overcome the loss and looked after the education and   
  welfare of the family. Her three children inherited a love for her native place as well as   
  traditional music/choirs. 

PATRICK F. COOGAN.
  Pat hails from Bennettsbridge near Kilkenny City. After his education and hurling skills from St 

Kieran’s College, he joined the April 1957 Class at Garda HQ. 
After the passing-out parade, he travelled by train to Cork with classmate Liam Cantwell. 

Pat went to Shandon Station and Liam to Bandon. A few years later he was appointed 
driver of the new ‘radio patrol-car’ for Cork City North District. 
     While dancing in Macroom Ballroom in 1961, he met his lovely wife, Rose Herlihy. 
Promotion to Sergeant came his way in November 1965 and afterwards he was 
posted to stations in Milford, Buttivant and Blarney. 
     In 1969, he was back as ‘Beat Sergeant’ in Shandon and in 1973, was appointed 

Sergeant-In-Charge of the area. Eight years later, he was promoted Inspector and 
allocated to Cobh/Midleton Districts. He was transferred to the new Gurranabraher 

District in Jan 1986. 
      At the age of 52, he retired from the Force to take-up the first clerical post at St Paul’s   
  Garda Credit Union. He gave many years of service ensuring the credit union gave service to   
  members.
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MAURICE CAULFIELD

 A native of Ballyhaunis, Maurice headed for London after completing his Leaving Certificate 
but two years later, returned to sit the Garda entrance examination. While waiting to join 

the April 1957 class at Phoenix Park Depot, he was employed as a substitute teacher.   
This helped him gain top marks for Gaelige and following Passing-Out Parade he was 
allocated to the Gaeltacht area of Milford in Co. Donegal. 
    While stationed there he married Letterkenny native, Aileen Henry in 1959. 
Promotion to Sergeant in 1971 took him as ‘Sáirsaint I Bhfeighil’ Dunfanaghy. An 
increase in pay, status and the retention of the Gaeltacht Allowance helped Aileen 
and their daughters Deirdre and Clodagh settle into the new location. 

Maurice retired in April 1989 and immediately joined the Garda Pensioners’ 
Association. Ten years ago, he and Aileen set-up home in Crosshaven, Co. Cork.  Since 

then, he completed an MA in Local History at UCC.  His wife, Aileen died in December   
 2014 and today, his daughters and grandchildren are his pride and joy.  

PETER J. REILLY

Peter hails from Cloone in Leitrim and joined the Force in February 1958. Following training, 
he was allocated to Westport.  One year later, he was posted to Achill Sound where he 

enjoyed the Wild Atlantic Ways and fishing. 
     In the summer of 1960 he was transferred for border-duty to Kiltyclogher, Co. 
Cavan. 
When the border campaign ended he was transferred to Ferrybank Station, 
Waterford.  While walking the beat near Adelphi Quay he met Déise lady, Anne 
Hanney whom he married in June 1965. 

Their wedding date coincided with a Dublin murder trail where Garda Reilly was a 
State witness. To facilitate the groom special arrangements were made to take his 

evidence. The Judge remarked “I will release Garda Reilly from custody into custody. 
Promotion to Sergeant came in 1973 with a transfer to a position of SHO at Bridewell 

Station, Cork.  He later served as Traffic Sergeant before retiring in February 1993.

MORT MARRINAN

Mort is proud of his roots in Cooraclare, Co. Clare. He joined the Force in May 1958 and 
after training, he was allocated to William Street, Limerick. Two years later he was posted 

to Newcastle West. 
     At the end of 1960, many Gardaí were posted for Border Duty and Garda 
Marrinan’s Form D20 read: ‘29 December 1960 = Buncrana, Co. Donegal’.  When the 
border campaign ended, he was transferred in July 1962 to Dunmanway and later to 
Schull in Co. Cork. 
     In the summer of 1965, Mort was a Garda motorcyclist, based at the Bridewell 
Station, Cork City. Two years later he was promoted Sergeant and sent to Grousehall 

in Co. Cavan. 
     To facilitate his marriage to Cork lady, Mona O’Regan, he was appointed Sergeant 

I/C in 1968 in Littleton, Co Tipperary. Later he got transfers to Drinagh, Coachford, 
McCurtain Street and Gurranabraher before his appointment as ‘Weights & Measures  

  Inspector’ for Cork City.  He retired in September 1994.

PETER MURPHY

Peter is a native of Union Hall in West Cork. At a young age, his mother, a school teacher in Glandore took an 
appointment to Ardfield Primary School near Clonakilty. This resulted with the family moving lock, stock and barrel to 
Ardfield where Peter has many memories.      
     He joined the April 1954 Class in Phoenix Park.  He was allocated to Athlone Station and within a short period was 
the assistant driver of the patrol-car. In February 1956, the first patrol-car (Black Cortina Reg. No. FIK-13) was assigned 
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for the Longford Garda District. Peter got the honour of collecting the new patrol-car but at the 
same time was transferred to Longford Station. A few months later he succeeded in getting a 
transfer to McCurtin Street, Cork City.
 In April 1961, he was promoted Sergeant, which took him to the village of Glaslough, Co. 
Monaghan. He got back to Cobh in 1962 and shortly afterwards married Skibbereen native, 
Clare O’Driscoll. He later served in Carrignavar, McCurtain Street and Union Quay Stations. 

In July 1969, he was appointed Court Records Sergeant and for 25 years he ran an efficient 
office at Cork Courthouse. Upon his retirement from the Force in June 1994, colleagues and court 

staff assembled at Cork District Court to witness Sergeant Peter Murphy singing a song popularised 
by Frank Sinatra entitled ‘I Did It My Way’!

JAMES P. O’DONOVAN

 A native of Dunmanway in North Cork, Jim sat the Garda entrance examination a short period 
after completing his secondary education. Then he headed for Liverpool where he got a clerical 
position until his call to join the Force. 
He joined the May 1955 Class and on completion of training was allocated to Bagenalstown in 
Co. Carlow and a year later to Rathangan, Co. Kildare. While stationed in Kildare, he got married 

to his childhood sweet-heart Eileen Kearney from his hometown and she became his ‘Guardian 
Angel’. In 1959, he got a transfer to Kilworth, where the family occupied the official married 

accommodation. Two years later they all moved to Rathcormac Station, and in 1962 he was posted   
to Union Quay Divisional HQ, Cork. Here he was later appointed an “Assistant District Clerk’ and was    
promoted Sergeant in 1966. 
 This took him as Sergeant-in-Charge, Glanmire Station where his family again lived in the    
Married Quarters.  Around 1969, he returned to Barrack Street Station. A few years later was appointed Sergeant 
incharge of Garda Communications Centre (Unit “B”) at Union Quay. 
In 1984, he took charge of the new Garda Station at Mahon, Cork City where he spent ten years developing excellent 
community relations in the area. He retired in March 1994. His daughter, Teresita, accepted the GSRMA Certificate for 
her dad and gave a wonderful account of the O’Donovan family experience growing up and living in Garda Stations.

Here are the results of St Paul’s Garda Credit Union 
‘Summer Draw’, held in Drogheda on 25 August. 

To join St Paul’s Draw or to become a member, call 
021-4313355 or visit www.stpaulscu.ie

Four Winners of a Ford Mondeo
• Liam O’Riordan, Killybegs, Co. Donegal
• Margaret Campbell, Model Farm Road, Cork
• Niamh O’Malley, Castlebar, Co Mayo
• Brian Alcock, Rathgar, Dublin 6

Four Winners of a Hyundai i40
• Linda Butler, Kilrane, Co Wexford
• Jeremiah B White, Blackrock, Cork
• Gerard O’Shaughnessy, Dungourney, Co Cork
• Laurence Nugent, Clonsilla, Dublin 15
• 
Ten Winners of €2,000
• Patrick Mc Nicholas, Mullingar, Co Westmeath
• Ruth Gibbons, Louisburgh, Co Mayo
• Michelle Purcell, Lusk, Co Dublin
• Alan O’Connor, Dublin 2, Co Dublin

• Eugene J Byrne, Wexford, Co Wexford
• Damien Prendergast, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
• Ann Keane, Aughavas, Co Leitrim
• Ann-Marie Reilly, Kenagh, Co Longford
• Gabriel Fallon, Baldonnel, Co Dublin
• Kevin Moran, Clonee, Dublin 15

Ten Winners of  €1,000
• Eoghan O’Donnell, Merrymeting, Co Wicklow
• Noreen Herlihy-Sheedy, Kerry Pike, Co Cork
• Niall Rigney, Ballycumber, Co Offaly
• Karen Martin, Ballyshannon, Co Donegal
• Garry Purtill, Clonakilty, Co Cork
• James Jnr. Ward, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
• Mary O’Keeffe, Greystones, Limerick
• Kieran Farrell, Oran, Co Roscommon
• Patrick Gleeson, Clarecastle, Co Clare
• Breege Connor, Bundoran, Co Donegal

WINNERS OF ST PAUL’S SUMMER DRAW 2015

LONG SERVICE AWARDS 
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GARDA HITS THE 
RIGHT NOTES!

A radio documentary was aired on RTE Lyric FM in July 
about the life and music of Dick Farrelly, best known 
for composing the lyrics and music to ‘The Isle of 
Innisfree’. Tim Bowe looks back at the life and music 
of this Irish songwriter, policeman and poet.

LOOK BACK

This song, which became a worldwide hit for Bing 
Crosby in the 1950s, has a haunting melody with lyrics 

expressing the longing of an Irish emigrant for his native 
land. 
     American film director, John Ford later used its melody 
as the main theme in his iconic film ‘The Quiet Man’ 
(1952). It was also used in other films such as ‘ET’ (1982), 
‘Distance Voices, Still Lives’ (1988) and ‘Breakfast on 
Pluto’ (2005). 
     Dick Farrelly was born in Church Street, Kells, Co. 
Meath on 17 February 1916. On completion of his 
secondary education at Kells CBS, Dick spent a few years 
as a novice at the Passionist Monastery in Enniskillen, Co. 
Fermanagh. 
     After leaving the order, he joined An Taca Síochána in 
July 1939 and was issued with a Reg. No. 14T.  On 1 April 
1942, he was appointed to the Garda Síochána and given 
Reg. No. 08812K. 
     He spent the first 16 years based at Clontarf Station 
where he lived in the Garda Station. Between 1947 
and 1955 he was based at Pearse Street Garda Station 
(College Street Station), Dublin.  
     On the day of his 39th birthday, he married Anne 
Lowry, a native of Headford, Co. Galway. They made their 
home in Churchtown, Dublin and reared a family of five: 
Dick (Jnr), Carol, Gerard, Majella and Elaine.  
     Between 1955 and 1961 Dick served at the Bridewell, 
Sundrive Road and Donnybrook Stations. He was 
promoted Sergeant in January 1961 and transferred to 
Dublin Castle where he remained until his retirement from 
the force on 25 April 1977. He died in August 1990 and 
his widow died in December 2002.  Both were laid to rest 
in Shanganagh Cemetery, Dublin.
     Some of Dick’s other songs include ‘Cottage by the 
Lee’ which became a big hit for singer/actor Joe Lynch; 
‘If You Ever Fall in Love Again’ a hit for Anne Shelton in 
the late 1940s and ‘We Dreamed our Dreams’ recorded in 
1988 by The Fureys & Davey Arthur.
     Dick (Jnr) and Gerard are both professional musicians 
and ensure dad’s music is passed on to future generations. 
Gerard and his daughter-in-law, singer Sinead Stone, 

These are the words that he composed while on a bus 
from Kells to his Garda Station in Dublin that became 
a worldwide hit and are still fondly remembered by so 
many.

Isle of Innisfree
I’ve met some folk who say that I’m a dreamer
And I’ve no doubt there’s truth in what they say
For sure a body’s bound to be a dreamer
When all the things he loves are far away.

And precious things are dreams unto an exile
They take him through a land across sea
Especially when it happens he’s in exile
From that dear lovely Isle of Inisfree.

And when the moonlight peeps across the rooftops
Of this great city, wondrous though it be
I scarcely see the beauty or the magic
I’m once again back home in Inisfree.

I wander o’er green hills and dreamy valleys
And find the peace no other land could know
I hear the birds make music fit for angels
And see the rivers laughing as they flow.

And then into a humble shack I wander
My own sweet home and tenderly behold
The folks I love around the turf fire gathered
On bended knees, their rosary is told.

But dreams don’t last though dreams are not forgotten
When we are back to stern reality.
And though they pave the footpaths here with gold dust
I still would choose my Isle of Inisfree.

I still would choose my Isle of Inisfree...

released an album of some of Dick Farrelly’s music titled 
‘Legacy of a Quiet Man’. The CD is available online from 
Tara Music.

You can listen to a playback of the RTE Lyric FM 
documentary on www.gardaretired.com 
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Sean Quinn’s roots hail from 
Brittas, Co. Dublin where he grew 

up on a family farm. He joined the 
Garda Síochána on 9 April 1953 and 
following training at Phoenix Park 
Depot was allocated to Adelphi Quay, 
Waterford. 
     After Ireland became a member of 
the United Nations (UN) in 1956, the 
Irish Government received a request to 
supply a list of members suitable and 
willing to serve as security officers on 
the UN Missions.
     With only three years Garda service, 
Seán was one of the members who 
replied to a Garda circular seeking 
volunteers. The opportunity to travel, 
gain experience and adventure 
sounded exciting to him at the time.      
      Later a UN Director of Personnel 
carried out interviews and Seán was 
one of the 25 Gardaí who were 
selected as suitable.
     In order to take up appointment with the UN Truce 
Organisation, those selected had to resign from the Garda 
Síochána with a condition that they would be permitted 
to re-join on completion of their UN service. 
     In August 1957, along with the other 24 selected 
candidates Seán set off on a one-year UN contract subject 
to renewal with an offer of a permanent pensionable 
status after four years. 
     Seán was one of those who received a permanent 
appointment. Their first duty station was Jerusalem and 
after familiarisation with mission work, assignments were 
made as required.

HOLY CITY MEMORIES
Absence from Ireland resulted in many letters arriving in 

Jerusalem from his Déise girlfriend 
Maureen Daly whom Seán met in 
Adelphi Quay. While on a three-month 
vacation from the UN in 1959, he and 
Maureen got married in Harold’s Cross 
Church in Dublin and afterwards the 
happy couple returned to Jerusalem. 
     Their first two children will always 
remind them of the Holy City because 
Brendan-Patrick was baptised in the 
River Jordan, while Sheila-Marie was 
baptised in Bethlehem.

DEATH OF FRANK EIVERS
Unable to travel to the Congo to 
perform personal protection duty 
for Dan Hammarskjold, the then UN 
Secretary General, due to Maureen 
expecting their second child,  the duty 
was allocated to Frank Eivers, a native 
of Kiltoom, Co. Roscommon. 
     Frank was one of the 25 Gardaí 

who resigned to join the UN. The consequence were 
tragic because 28-year-old, Frank was one of 14 
passengers who lost their lives on 18 September 1961, 
when a plane carrying the UN Secretary General crashed 
while on peace keeping mission in the Congo. 
     The death of Frank had an emotional effect on Seán 
and all his colleagues, not least because Frank was just 
recently married.
     Seán was the official driver to General Van Horn and 
the UN car always displayed the blue flag of the United 
Nations. His job took him to all kind of places in the 
Middle East.
     After six and a half years’ service in Israel, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Syria and Egypt, Seán was allocated to UN duty in 
Cyprus in March 1964. 
     While serving in Cyprus their third child, Gráinne was 

AT THE FRONTLINE 
OF UN PEACEKEEPING 

MISSIONS
In 1989 An Garda Síochána deployed 35 members to their first-ever mission to Namibia. 
Since then over 1,034 members have served overseas; currently there are 12 members in 
Cyprus and four members in Kosovo. Tim Bowe researches the life and times of Garda Seán 
Quinn who had to resign from the Force to undertake UN Service.

In August 1957, along with the other 24 
candidates Seán Quinn set off on a one-
year UN contract; in total he gave ten 
years’ service to UN peacekeeping duties 
overseas.

UN VETERANS
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born and baptised by a Franciscan who was the PP in 
Nicosia. He told the family that he worked in London 
GPO before becoming a priest and had acted as a 
courier for De Valera during the Troubles.
     On 26 June 1965, Seán resigned from the United 
Nation and re-applied to join the Garda Síochána. 
Following a medical examination and a six-week 
refresher training course at the Garda Training 
Centre, Templemore, he was allocated to Trim 
Station, Co. Meath. 
     The family moved to Trim where John was born. 
In 1974, his application for transfer to Waterford City 
was successful and it was here that Oonagh, their 
fifth and youngest child was born.

CONSEQUENCES OF RE-JOINING
On re-joining the Force in 1965, Seán was given his 
original number (10343H) and credit for his service 
prior to leaving the Gardaí. By now, his classmates who 
remained in Ireland, had given 12 years of service, and 
were well up on the Garda pay-scales whereas Garda 
Quinn was only on his third pay increment. 
     Despite applications made by him and Jack Marrinan, 
General Secretary of the Garda Representative Body, Seán 
was not allowed any credit for his UN service. This was 
strange because at the time in most European countries a 
policeman who served with the UN was given this service. 
In each case the policeman was permitted to pay his 
pension contribution to his home police force.
     When the Conroy Commission was set-up in 
September 1968, to examine, report and make 
recommendations on the remuneration and conditions 
of service in the Garda Síochána, Jack Marrinan, General 
Secretary RB, ensured that Seán Quinn’s UN complaint 
was among its ‘Terms of Reference’.  
     The recommendations in paragraphs 1228-1229 of the 
Conroy Report brought good news for Sean Quinn and 
his colleagues who joined the UN.

Conroy Report (Para.1228-1229): “We are of the 
opinion that members of the Force who joined the UN 
Service did so upon invitation. It was very unfortunate 
that they were not told of the full implications of their 
actions when they joined, or that they were not given the 
same terms as a Civil Servant who joined the UN Service. 
     “In the circumstances we consider they are entitled 
to have their service with the UN counted for pay and 
incremental purposes. 
     “If they should contribute to the Exchequer a sum 
equal to the pension contributions he would have made 
during the period of his absence, the period he served 
with the UN should also count for pension purposes for a 
maximum of ten years.”

INTERIM FORCE IN LEBANON
Sean resigned a second time from the Garda Síochána in 

December 1978 to serve with the UN in Lebanon, where 
he remained on peace-keeping operations until his re-
appointment to the Garda Síochána on 5 February 1981. 
     This brought his total UN service to ten years. On 
return from Lebanon, he spent his last two years as a 
member of the Garda Traffic Corps in Waterford, before 
his retirement in 1983.
     Following his retirement, he spent a few years as car 
driver to Minister of State Eddie Collins TD. Later he ran a 
newsagents shop for five years and subsequently he and 
Maureen established a B&B accommodation. Now, they 
are both finally retired and able to enjoy life to the full.

TV DOCUMENTARY
His story came to the notice of ‘Síocháin’ when Seán’s 
grand-daughter, Aoife Ryan (daughter of Gráinne), 
having completed a Higher Diploma Course in Television 
Production, presented a short TV documentary (as 
Gaeilge) about Garda Seán Quinn. 
     The documentary, entitled ‘Más Buan Mo Choimhne’ 
(if my memory serves me right) was presented in 
Dungarvan Cinema on 21 May 2015. Aoife is a graduate 
from UCC with a BA (Hons) Arts, Irish and History.

UN VETERANS

Seán Quinn was the official 
driver to General Van Horn

Seán Quinn and his grand-
daughter Aoife Ryan pictured 
following the TV documentary in 
Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.
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CASKET REFURBISHED 
TO MARK CENTENTARY 

CELEBRATIONS
This is the story of Fenian leader 
Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa’s casket 
by Michael O’Sullivan, a member of 
the Reenascreena O’Donovan Rossa 
Centenary Committee who had it 
refurbished in time for the 2015 
celebrations.

O’DONOVAN ROSSA

Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa was born in the parish of 
Rosscarbery on 10 September, 1831 and died in St 

Vincent’s Hospital, Staten Island, New York on 29 June, 
1915. His stated wish was that he would be buried in 
Ireland amongst his own people. 
    On 1 August, 1915, his funeral took place in Glasnevin 
Cemetery in Dublin and was regarded as one of the 
largest political funerals in Irish history. This was the 
occasion of Padraig Pearse’s famous graveside oration 
and Rossa’s funeral has been seen as the beginning of the 
countdown to the ‘1916 Rising’. 
    A steel casket was used to transport the coffin, 
containing the mortal remains of that famous Fenian 
leader, across the Atlantic from New York to Ireland in 
1915. That casket is now being restored and will be 
placed finally on public display in his native parish of 
Rosscarbery, finding its final resting place amongst his 
own relations in Reenascreena. 
    You may well ask ‘How did this casket come to be in 
Reenascreena?’ I was a member of An Garda Síochána 
and was stationed in Cobh during the early 1960s.     
    On one occasion during the course of my duties, I 
visited a farm on the outskirts of Cobh. While having a 
conversation with the farmer, he asked me where I was a 
native of. 

RELATIONS IN ROSSCARBERY 
When I told him I came from Reenascreena, Rosscarbery, 
he immediately stated, ‘So you must have come from 
O’Donovan Rossa country’? He asked me if there were 
any relations of Rossa still living in the area. 
    I told him there were and that I knew them very well. 
He then asked me to accompany him to a shed in the yard 
and showed me the casket which he stated had brought 

Michael O’Sullivan stands alongside the casket, which is on display 
in a museum in Reenascreena, located near the local monument 
erected in honour of O’Donovan Rossa. 

O’Donovan Rossa’s remains to Ireland in 1915 and had 
remained in his shed over all those years. 
    Recognising that I knew Rossa’s relations in 
Reenascreena, the farmer stated that he would be very 
pleased to hand the casket over to me, to return it to 
Rossa’s relations there. I agreed to his request as I felt the 
proper place to have the casket permanently housed was 
in Rossa’s ancestral home in Reenascreena.
    I then conveyed the news to O’Donovan Rossa’s 
relations – the O’Driscoll family in Reenascreena, whose 
father was a first cousin to Rossa. Shortly afterwards I 
accompanied Patrick O’Driscoll and his brother Denis 
O’Driscoll to Cobh, both cousins of O’Donovan Rossa, 
where we collected the casket and brought it back to their 
home in Reenascreena, where it has remained ever since.
    The casket itself was in need of repairs. Myself and 
members of Reenascreena O’Donovan Rossa Centenary 
Committee recently decided to have it refurbished in 
time for the 2015 celebrations across various locations, 
including Reenascreena, Rosscarbery and Skibbereen 
during July 2015. Four events took place in Reenascreena, 
with the first one held on 3 July.
    This event was marked with the official unveiling of 
the casket which is now displayed publicly in a museum, 
located near the local monument erected in honour of 
O’Donovan Rossa in 1969. 
    It was my privilege to perform the official unveiling of 
the casket. There it will remain as a reminder to the people 
of Reenascreena and Rosscarbery of the sacrifices made 
and the patriotic deeds of their famous son.
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ROGER CASEMENT

LOWDOWN ON 
ROGER CASEMENT’S 

1916 LANDING
In the first of a two-part series on Roger Casement’s trip 
to Ireland in 1916 to make arrangements for the arms 
landing, Donal O’Sullivan details the events surrounding 
Casement’s voyage in a ‘U19’ German submarine, his 
ill-fated landing on Banna Beach in Co. Kerry and his 
subsequent capture and arrest.
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While the doomed voyage of the ‘Aud’ was taking 
place in Fenit, Co. Kerry, Roger Casement 

convinced the German authorities to make a submarine 
available to bring him to Ireland to facilitate him in 
making arrangements for the landing of the arms. 
      The submarine was the German submarine ‘U20’. He 
decided to take Captain Robert Monteith and Sergeant 
‘Julian Beverly’ (whose real name was Daniel Bailey) with 
him. 
      The latter was a native of Dublin who had served in 
the Royal Irish Rifles and who had been taken prisoner by 
the Germans in September 1914.
      He held the rank of private in the British Army but 
was made a Sergeant when Casement formed the Irish 
Brigade in Germany. The ‘U20’ sailed from Wilhelmshaven 
on 12 April 1916 but after two days the vessel developed 
engine problems and had to return to port at Heligoland. 
Casement and the crew then transferred to another 
submarine the ‘U19’.
      Bad weather was encountered on the voyage and the 
‘U19’ took five days to reach the west coast of Ireland. 
The accommodation on board the submarine was very 
cramped and it had bunks and space in the ordinary 
course for only four naval officers, but there were now 
seven people on board. 

FINAL PART OF JOURNEY
Casement had very little sleep during his 12 nights on 
board the submarines. He was seasick for most of the 
voyage. The German naval officers did what they could 
to relieve Casement’s discomfort by trying to cheer him 

up, giving him 
breadcrumbs to eat 
and coffee. 
      He was too 
weak to crawl 
through the hatch 
to take fresh air, and the foul air and engine noise of 
the submarine were difficult to contend with. Bailey was 
also sea-sick during the journey. The ‘Aud’ was already 
outside Tralee Bay upon their arrival, but as the ‘Aud’ had 
no radio equipment there was no contact between the 
vessels. 

The ‘U19’ German skipper later recounted the final part of 
his voyage into Tralee Bay:
“When darkness set in, proceeded in to Loop Lighthouse. 
Lighthouse 11 pm abeam. Up to 12 o’clock, fierce squalls 
hindering further manoeuvring for the time being. After 
midnight, weather and visibility improved with the rising 
of the moon. With boat clear for submergence, made 
for the pre-arranged rendezvous with steamer. One mile 
north-west of Seven Hogs [Tralee Bay]. Neither pilot boat 
nor other vessel in sight. 
      “There remained no other alternative than landing 
with dinghy in Ballyheigue Bay. First, made for high-lying 
coast of Kerry Head, then entered the bay as far as diving 
draught allowed.  Launched dinghy. About 2.15am the 
dinghy with three Irishmen aboard set out for flat shore. 
Sea perfectly calm, little groundswell, no wind, pale 
moonshin. After launching dinghy, immediately left bay 
with westerly course.”



ROGER CASEMENT

‘U19’ BEACH LANDING
The ‘U19’ arrived off Banna Beach in the early hours 
of Good Friday morning on 21 April. A small boat was 
launched through the conning tower of the submarine.   
      Casement, Monteith and Bailey came ashore on to 
Banna Beach in the little boat and as they did so, it is 
believed the boat capsized, resulting in the clothes of all 
three occupants getting wet. 
      Contrary to the various descriptions given of the boat 
in which Casement, Monteith and Bailey landed, it was 
not an inflatable or collapsible boat but a solid row boat. 
[The boat is currently on display at Ballyduff Heritage 
Museum.] The trio had no change of clothes. The beach 
was deserted as it was early morning. 
      The boat and footprints of the three men were seen 
on the beach shortly after 2am by a local man, John 
McCarthy.
      At Casement’s subsequent trial he gave evidence 
that he had gone to pray at a local Holy Well [which he 
had never visited previously], when he saw the boat and 
footprints on the sand.
      Mary O’Gorman, a young servant girl on a local 
farm, saw Casement, Monteith and Bailey passing the 
farmhouse where she worked at 4.30am. She brought the 
incident to the notice of a farmhand named Tom Madden 
who was having breakfast at the time.
      Casement was in very poor physical shape following 
the submarine voyage and a decision was taken that he 
should remain in hiding in an old ring-fort known locally 
as McKenna’s Fort at Currahane, over one mile from 
Banna Beach. 
      Monteith and Bailey decided to walk to Tralee to get 
transport for Casement’s conveyance from the ring-fort. 
Monteith had been in the Tralee area previously during 
the course of his activities as an organiser and instructor 

of the Irish Volunteers.
      Casement later wrote: “When I landed in Ireland that 
morning I was happy for the first time in a year. Although 
I knew that this fate awaited me, I was for one brief spell 
happy and smiling once more. I cannot tell you how I felt. 
      “The sand-hills were full of skylarks rising in the dawn 
– the first I heard for years. This was the first sound I 
heard as I waded through the breakers and they were 
rising all the time to the old rath [fort] at Currahane. All 
around were primroses and wild violets and the singing of 
the skylarks in the air and I was back in Ireland again.”

LOCAL VOLUNTEERS
Monteith and Bailey reached the town of Tralee, which is 
six miles from Banna Beach at 7am on that Good Friday 
morning. They did not know the identity of the local 
volunteer leaders nor where they resided. 
      They took a local shopkeeper named George Spicer, 
who was open for the sale of newspapers, into their 
confidence and shortly afterwards they got fixed up with 
a meal and a change of clothing. 
      George Spicer sent a message to Austin Stack, the 
leader of the local volunteers about the arrival of the 
two men who wanted to see him. Stack was very slow in 
arriving and a further message had to be sent to him. 
When Stack arrived, he was accompanied by Con Collins 
of Newcastlewest, Co. Limerick, who had been staying 
with him overnight and it emerged that Con Collins knew 
Monteith very well. 
      When 
Monteith and 
Bailey had 
related their 
story to Stack 
and Collins, a 
hackney car 
[registered 
number IN.405] 
was procured 
for the purpose 
of collecting 
Casement from 
McKenna’s Fort 
and Bailey went 
with Stack and 
Collins to the 
Banna Beach 
area.

FRUITLESS 
SEARCH
Due to a 
number of 
mishaps and 
search activities 
and checks 

Roger Casement was brought here to the RIC Headquarters at Tralee 
after his arrest.

District Inspector John A. Kearney was based in 
Tralee when Roger Casement made his ill-fated 
arrival there in 1916. 
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being conducted by the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) the 
search for Casement proved fruitless. Stack, Collins and 
Bailey then went towards Ballyheigue in the motorcar and 
Bailey was left at a ‘safe house’ near Kilmoyley, where he 
stayed for the night.
      Meanwhile, John McCarthy who had seen the 
abandoned boat and footprints in the sand on Banna 
Beach in the early hours of Good Friday returned to the 
scene later in the morning accompanied by his neighbour 
Pat O’Driscoll. 
      They found three revolvers and a tin box containing 
900 rounds of ammunition near the abandoned boat. 
When on his way to Ardfert Creamery later on in the 
morning, O’Driscoll reported what he had found at the 
Royal Irish Constabulary station in Ardfert. 
      From there, Sergeant John Thomas Hearn and 
Constable Larke cycled to Banna Beach at 8.30 am 
to check the abandoned boat. In the course of local 
enquiries the policemen heard that Mary O’Gorman had 
seen three men coming from the area where the boat was 
abandoned before dawn that morning. The policemen 
realised that this was no ordinary case of a boat being 
abandoned or washed up by the tide. 
      Constable Larke remained to preserve the scene while 
Sgt Hearn returned to Ardfert Barracks, wherein he made 
a telephone call to Tralee RIC Headquarters relating to the 
incident. Armed with his carbine [rifle] and accompanied 
by Constable Bernard O’Reilly – also armed – he returned 
to the area to continue the search for the strange men. 
      Constable Reilly went to search McKenna’s Fort at 
Currahane while Sgt Hearn searched a fort at the other 
side of the road. Casement had spent about eight hours 
in McKenna’s Fort when Constable O’Reilly found him 
hiding there at 1.20 pm. The constable called Sgt Hearn 
for assistance by blowing his whistle while keeping 
Casement covered with his carbine.

UNCONVINCING REPLIES
Casement assured him that he was not armed and by way 
of explanation for his presence there, stated that he was 
out fishing and got lost in the fog. He gave his name as 
‘Richard Morton’ and his address as ‘The Savoy, Denham, 
Buckinghamshire, England’ and stated that he was an 
author. 
      He rather foolishly stated that he had left Dublin 
by train at 8am that morning – making it impossible 
for him to be in Banna Beach by that time. He had no 
documentation to verify his identity. 
      Sgt Hearn was not convinced by any of Casement’s 
replies and when he observed that the legs of Casement’s 
trousers were wet and that he had sand on his shoes, 
he decided to take Casement to Ardfert RIC Station for 
questioning.
      Sgt Hearn got a local boy named Martin Collins. who 
happened to be on the road at the time with a pony 
and trap, to drive into the field adjacent to the fort to 

convey Casement 
to Ardfert, as he 
[Casement] was 
very weak and 
barely able to 
walk. 
      En route to 
Ardfert they 
went to Allman’s 
farmhouse where 
Mary O’Gorman 
worked and she 
confirmed that 
Casement was 
one of the three 
men she had seen 
early that morning 
coming from the 
area where the 
boat had been 
abandoned. Mrs 
Allman enquired if 
the prisoner would 
like a breakfast and Casement agreed.

CHARGED AND ARRESTED
While in Allman’s kitchen Mrs Allman noticed that 
Casement obviously did not want to speak and she 
concluded that he could be distressed. Casement and 
Constable Reilly were then conveyed in the trap driven by 
Martin Collins, while Sgt Hearn walked behind the trap. 
      On arrival at Ardfert the policemen took Casement’s 
overcoat from him and placed it to dry in front of the fire 
as it was very wet. 
      Sgt Hearn formally charged and arrested Casement as 
follows: 
“In the name of His Majesty, King George the Fifth, I 
arrest you on a charge of illegally bringing arms into this 
country, contrary to the Defence of the Realm Act.”

Young Collins had observed Casement dropping some 
pieces of paper on to the ground from behind his back 
before he got into the trap at Allman’s house.
      He later returned to that spot and retrieved the torn 
pieces of paper and took them to Ardfert RIC Station. 
These pieces of paper later turned out to be a code given 
by Monteith to Casement and to which a lot of attention 
was paid in Casement’s subsequent trial. 
      District Inspector Frederick Britten of Tralee, who called 
to Ardfert Station, directed that Casement should be 
removed to the RIC Headquarters at Tralee.

To be continued in ‘Winter 2015’ Síocháin

© Donal J. O’Sullivan, ‘La Golendrina’, Racecourse Lawn, 
Tralee, Co. Kerry.

Austin Stack was leader of the local volun-
teers in County Kerry. 
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It was another of the many wet days we had last 
winter. I was in my little study writing when the 

telephone rang. I picked up the receiver and found 
myself talking to the woman from ‘upstairs in 
waste management’.
     “Could I speak to Mister See, please?” “You are 
talking to him,” I replied.
     “Your permit to burn the bushes has been 
granted,” she chirped, like she was bestowing 
some huge blessing upon me for which I should be 
eternally grateful.
     “What dates does it cover?” I asked. “The three 
days you applied for,” She announced and then 
proceeded to list off the relevant dates. “What 
happens if the three days in question turn out to 
be wet, like today?” I enquired.
     “Then you will have to ring me and, if feasible, 
I will have the permit extended to other days.” She 
replied - then added, “Listen! For now, you have 
the permit for those three dates; hopefully, they 
will suffice.” I thanked her for all her hard work on 
my behalf - she bade me ado and hung up.
     I lay in my bed staring into black darkness 
around 5am on the morning of the first designated 
date. The sound of torrential rain beating against 
the window panes invaded my ears; somewhere 
in the distance I could hear water gurgling down 
a drain. The ticking of the alarm clock on my 
bedside locker reverberated around the room like 
an incendiary. 
     The weather hadn’t improved by daybreak.  
‘Not to worry, I still have two more days left on the 
permit,’ I thought to myself.  When the second 
date arrived wetter than the first I began to become 
somewhat consurned, as a well-spoken political party 
leader used to say. My worst fears were realised - the third 
designated day turned out to be both wet and windy.

‘THE WOMAN FROM UPSTAIRS’
I rang Waste Management and asked to speak to the 

woman from ‘upstairs’. “Who’s speaking?” The business-
like lassie at the other end asked. I told her who I was. 
“What is the nature of your enquiry?” She asked. 
     I told her, but couldn’t help wondering why she, the 
mere monkey, needed to know all this stuff before putting 
me through to the actual organ grinder. “The woman 
from upstairs is not in today,” She told me. “Quite frankly, 
Mister See, I don’t know what you expect us to do about 

The second part of a satirical tale by Eugene Cassidy, a GSRMA member who is now doing 
some farming in Co. Cavan. His story relates to the stringent requirements to obtain a 
PERMIT from the county council to burn bushes.

BURNING BUSHES (PART 2)

PERMIT GRANTED TO 
BURN THE BUSHES 

Photograph of a bush fire on a farm in Co. Cavan was taken by Fergus 
Fadden, a neighbour of Eugene Cassidy.
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the weather,” she added.
     “I don’t EXPECT you to do anything about the 
weather; but the woman from upstairs DID tell me that 
she would allocate another day to me on the permit in 
the event of the weather not being conducive to burning 
bushes on the designated days,” I replied.
     “Hold on, Mister See, I’ll put you through to the man 
upstairs,” She replied.
As I listened to the online music I thought to myself, 
‘Naw! She can’t mean the actual ‘man above’. Surly 
Waste Management doesn’t have such contacts’ – still, 
who better to sort out the weather.
     I remembered seeing a little white telephone on the 
desk downstairs; there could well be a big white one on 
the desk of the woman upstairs?
     Presently, the man from upstairs came on the line, 
“Hello! Mister See, is it?”
“Yes,” I replied. “I understand you are having problems 
with the weather; you want to be allocated another day 
to burn bushes.”
     “That’s correct.” “What date had you in mind?” “A 
dry day would be preferable,” I light-heartedly suggested. 
“We have no control over the weather; did you check the 
farming forecast?” “I didn’t,” I confessed.
     “Well, I’d recommend you do so and then pick a date 
when it’s expected to be dry.” I didn’t want to go down 
that particular road so I plucked a date out of fresh air 
and asked for it. He agreed to have the new date added 
to the permit. I felt that I was on a bit of a roll, so chanced 
my arm and asked for a second date to be on the safe 
side. 

WHAT KIND OF WOOD?
“Can you include the two dates?” I asked. “Yes! I’ll have 
them processed for you. Now, was there anything else?” 
“As a matter of fact there is one thing.” “What is that, 
Mister See?”
     “When I was filling out the form for the woman from 
upstairs I ticked a number of boxes; I was looking at a 
copy of the form the other day and discovered that I 
ticked a box stating that the bushes are not within one 
mile of a forest. But actually; there is a small wood within 
one mile of them.”
     “What kind of wood are we talking about?” “A small 
pine forest,” I replied.
“Is it far from the proposed site of the fire?” “It’s a few 
hundred yards?”
     “Hmmm, That puts a whole different complexion 
on the matter – if we allow you to proceed you have to 
ensure the wind is not blowing in the direction of that 
woodland; there can be absolutely no possibility of sparks 
landing in the forest – how big is the wood?”
     I had to think about that for a few seconds – I thought 
that it would be better to err on the small side, at the 
same time, I didn’t want to give the impression that it 

was nothing more than an isolated clump of trees in the 
middle of a field. “
     It’s a couple of acres, and the owner of the wood in 
question will be helping me to burn the bushes,” I eagerly 
announced. “Whether the owner of the wood is assisting 
you or not, Mister See, is immaterial - we can’t risk a 
forest fire.”
     “With the wet weather we’re having it will be hard 
enough to get the bushes themselves burnt never mind a 
wood full of evergreen trees,” I suggested.
     “Okay, Mister See, we’ll allow you to burn the bushes 
on the strict understanding that you make sure before 
you light the fire that the breeze is not blowing in the 
direction of the wood and that you have an effective 
means of immediately extinguishing the flames should 
you be required to do so. Now, was there anything else?”
     I thought better of mentioning that the woman from 
upstairs had already warned me against allowing smoke 
to blow across the roadway which just happens to be 
in the opposite direction to the wood. “No, nothing,” I 
replied.
     “Then let’s hope you get favourable weather 
conditions for your burn,” He replied. After I had replaced 
the telephone receiver I broke into a cold sweat as I 
considered the conundrum, 

NEEDING DRY WEATHER
‘Will I ever get these damned bushes burnt? Not only 
do I need dry weather - I also need favourable wind 
conditions exclusive of two specific points on the 
compass. By Jove! The various air forces that frequently 
pollute the atmosphere by dropping countless bombs on 
cities, oilfields and military instillations around the globe 
are lucky that they don’t have to deal with our Waste 
Management Department or they’d never get off the 
ground,’ I thought. 
     Anyway, it was raining on one of the re-allocated dates 
and the wind was all wrong on the second day. I rang that 
department again looking to speak to either the woman 
or the man from upstairs in order to persuade them to 
allocate me yet another new date for the burning.
     This time neither of them were available – I explained 
my plight to the lassie from downstairs. She listened 
saying nothing apart from  “Um... Em... Um… Um… 
Em…!” 
     When I finished, she told me that she’d provisionally 
allocate me two more dates and clear them with the 
woman from upstairs.
     “We’ll be in touch with you if there is any problem,” 
She chirped. I thanked her profusely and bade her 
farewell – I mean, what problem could there possibly be?

To be continued……… 

© Eugene Cassidy

BURNING BUSHES (PART 2)
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 

I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 

Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 

 

(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 

 

(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 

 

(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 

 

(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 

 

(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  

 

Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 

 
GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 

 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 

To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 

I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 

above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 

organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 

remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 

that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 

 

Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 

 

Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 

Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  

                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      

                                                                                                        S= STOP 

Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 2 6 0 6 0 

   

€ 

1 

   

0 6 0 
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John Maguire was born and reared in 
Swellan in Cavan Town in 1936. He had 
three brothers and two sisters. His father 
John (Snr) was a member of An Garda 
Síochána and his older brother Peter was 
also a member of the Force. 
     In 1949, at the age of 14, John dived 
into Swellan Lake to save the life of a 
young boy who was drowning, and was 
recognised by the National Bravery Awards 
for his heroic actions.
     He was stationed for most of his 
Garda service in Carrickmacross before 
his retirement in 1993. Over the years, he 
was actively involved in the Community 
Games, the boxing club, athletics club, 
snooker club and other various groups 
and associations in the town at various 
intervals.
     His interests over the years varied as 
regards hobbies, but his involvement in 
youth and community groups took up 
most of his spare time during his working 
years. On retirement, he had his hands full 

entertaining his many grandchildren. 
     He loved his music and in recent years 
had taken a shine to Andre Rieu. He 
travelled to Maastricht last year to see him 
play in his home town.
     John always had time for the welfare 
of retired colleagues and was secretary of 
the Monaghan GSRMA Branch from 1997 
until 2008.  
     During his retirement years, he kept 
in constant contact with his former 
colleagues in the Carrickmacross Garda 
Station and was active in the annual 
Christmas party and social club for 
members’ families.
     John passed away peacefully on 
Saturday 3 January 2015 at the age of 78 
after a short illness. He is survived by his 
loving wife Agnes, sons Martin and John, 
daughters Anne-Marie, Edel and Maggie 
(Marguerite), sisters Kathleen and Stella 
and 20 grandchildren.

May his gentle soul rest in peace.

JOHN MAGUIRE
Carrickmacross,
Co. Monaghan
Birthplace: Cavan Town
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 13347G
Date of Death: 
3 January 2015

Born on 19 June 1927 Michael Sutton was 
the only child of Thomas and Kathleen of 
Campile, Co Wexford. He was in Campile 
village on Monday 26 August 1940 when 
German bombers dropped four bombs 
on the Shelbourne Co-Op and like many 
others, he had a lucky escape.
     Michael joined An Garda Síochána in 
1946 and his first station was Lad Lane 
followed by Pearse St, Harcourt Terrace, 
Donnybrook and Irishtown, before he 
finished his service at the Central Detective 
Unit as Crime Prevention Officer from 
where he retired in 1978.
     Michael married Mary Sullivan, a native 
of Bandon, Co. Cork who was then a 
nurse at the Meath Hospital in 1956. 
Mary was his constant companion and 
supported Michael in all his endeavours. 
Michael and Mary had five children: 
Desmond, Maureen, Brian, Fintan and 
Mark.
Michael was promoted to Sergeant in 
1959 and was involved in RTE’s ‘Garda 
Patrol’, writing the scripts for the 
programme from an early stage. 
     He was actively involved with the 
Irish Amateur Boxing Association and 
conducted many coaching courses with 
the late Dick Conroy. Many members of 
An Garda Síochána will remember Michael 

fondly for his professional refereeing of 
many bouts at Garda HQ and the Garda 
College. He was an international boxing 
referee and was the proud manager of 
many Irish boxing teams who toured 
internationally.
     After retirement from the Force, he 
took up a position as security consultant/
advisor for Chubb Ireland until 1990. On 
retirement from Chubb he was a full-time 
carer to Mary who had fallen into ill health 
and was cared for at Leopardstown Park 
Hospital until her peaceful death in 2003.
     Michael touched so many lives with his 
witty and charismatic character and was 
never short of a story or in many cases, 
a tall story.  He was an avid reader and 
wrote many articles in ‘Iris An Gharda’ 
under the pen name ‘Pointsman’ and later 
in his retirement as a security consultant 
for security magazines.
     Michael passed away comfortably in 
the care of the Kiltipper Nursing Home 
staff in September 2014 having spent 
three years there with a failing health 
condition. His family would like to thank 
all members of An Garda Síochána, both 
serving and retired, for their support and 
kindness.

Go raibh maith agat.

MICHAEL SUTTON
Meadow Grove,
Dundrum Heights,
Dublin 16
Birthplace:
Campile, 
Wexford
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No.: 09628B
Date of Death: 
24 September 2014
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GMC House
Millennium Business Park, Ballycoolin, Cappagh Road, Dublin 11
Tel: +353 (1) 864 9800  |  Fax: +353 (1) 864 9854  |  email: info@gmcirl.com

!

GMC 
Utilities Group

“GMC Utilities Group is a Civil & Mechanical 
Engineering Group of Companies headquartered 
in Dublin. The GMC Utilities Group, comprising 
GMC Civil and Mechanical Engineering Ltd., Gerry 
McCloskey(Irl) Ltd., Gas Management Resources 
Limited and Meter Technology Ireland Ltd provide a 
complete service and turnkey solution to the utility 
and civil engineering industries.

GMC carries out projects throughout Ireland and 
across the UK. The Group has constructed major 
projects such as the non-domestic water metering 
project for the greater Dublin area, water leak 
detection and management services, road and 
infrastructural projects, railway station platform 
extensions, water supply and sewerage schemes, 
gas network and distribution projects, water network 
and distribution and rehabilitation projects, electricity 
network enhancements, renewable energy projects 
and solutions, telecoms and broadband network 
projects. 

We provide water leak detection and management 
services to Local Authorities and commercial 
enterprises. The GMC Group is currently working 
throughout Central Dublin, preparing the way for 
the new Luas line linking St. Stephen’s Green to 
Broombridge.”



OBITUARIES

JAMES (JIM) HEAVIN
Castleconnell, 
Co. Limerick
Birthplace:
Fardrumm, Athlone, 
Co. Westmeath
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 12733G
Date of Death: 
21 August 2014

Jim Heavin joined the Garda Síochána 
in November 1954, and following 
completion of training, was allocated 
to Clontarf Garda Station, before his 
transfer to Pearse Street some years later. 
Most of his Garda service was spent in 
the control-room at Dublin Castle.
     At the wedding of a colleague 
Garda Paddy Moore, he met and fell in 
love with Tralee native Lena Healy who 
was working for the Department of 
Agriculture in Dublin.  They got married 
in Christ the King Church, Cabra on 31 
January 1962. The happy couple went on 
to rear two daughters, Deirdre and Aoife, 
and were very proud of grand-children 
James. Aine, Orla and Kerry.
     Sometime after his retirement 
in July 1986, Jim and Lena moved 
to Castleconnell to be close to their 
daughters who were married and living 
in Limerick.  Jim took a keen interest in 
Tidy Towns and Neighbourhood-Watch 

schemes and was anxious to do his 
best for the local community. He loved 
nothing more than to walk his dog, 
Hamish, by the River Shannon and enjoy 
chatting to his friends and neighbours 
when he was out and about.
     Jim was taken ill in January 2013 and 
underwent surgery for cancer. Despite 
making a temporary recovery, he passed 
away peacefully on 21 August 2014. 
     Two of his brothers also served in the 
force; John (RIP) served at the Phoenix 
Park Depot and the youngest of his 
family, Vincent, a retired Detective Garda, 
now lives in Monaghan.
     Lena, Deirdre, Aoife and families 
wish to thank the many members of 
the Garda Síochána both serving and 
retired who attend Jim’s funeral or sent 
messages of sympathy.

May he rest in peace.

Pat Dunlea was born in Co. Cork 
in 1942 and came from a farming 
background. He joined the Force 
on 1 January 1963 and on passing 
out, served in three Dublin stations – 
Mountjoy, Cabra and Finglas before 
moving to Mayo in 1966, back to the 
countryside, a place true to his heart.
     Pat and his wife Carmel set up 
home in Glenamoy, then Kilkelly and 
finally Crossmolina where he served 
from 1972 to his retirement in 1999. It 
was in Glenamoy that he saw the ‘bog’ 
for the first time and in his spare time 
he loved to head out to save the turf 
and for some peace and quiet. 
     He was always well known far and 
wide in his postings and in particular 
for his love of a chat and a mug of tea 
and sweet cake.  He would call to many 
the house over the course of his week’s 
work, looking out for those in rural 
areas and who sometimes never saw 
many other people in the week.
     Pat was a keen follower of all sports 

and in particular Gaelic sports, always 
cheering for Cork despite being ‘exiled’ 
for more than 40 years in Mayo.
     On his retirement he started to play 
more golf, enjoyed pottering in his 
garden, birdwatching and spending 
time with his grandchildren who all 
loved him dearly. Pat died suddenly on 
9 September 2014 on the Ballina Golf 
course surrounded by close friends and 
former colleagues. 
     He is very sadly missed by his 
wife Carmel, sons: Barry and Neil, 
daughters: Mary, Colette, Patricia, 
many friends and former colleagues. 
Carmel and the Dunlea families wish 
to thank all members of An Garda 
Síochána, both serving and retired, 
who attended Pat’s funeral, who were 
and have been a constant support 
since his death and who sent the many 
messages of sympathy.

Beo go Deo.

PATRICK (PAT) DUNLEA
Gortskeddia,
Crossmolina,
Co. Mayo
Birthplace: Knockraha,
Glanmire, 
Co. Cork
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 15148C
Date of Death: 
9 September 2014
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Gabriel joined An Garda Síochána in 
November, 1955, and after training in 
the Phoenix Park, he was assigned to 
Clonakilty and Bantry in West Cork. 
This was an area he loved greatly all 
his life and would visit for many years 
afterwards. 
     He was particularly interested in and 
enjoyed the history of the area especially 
the Michael Collins connection. Indeed 
on the 50th anniversary of his arrival in 
Clonakilty, in 2006, he returned to see 
how much things had changed since he 
first went there. 
     After leaving Cork Gabriel then 
spent some time with various stations in 
Dublin, and also a short sojourn along 
the way in Waterford. While based in 
Dublin, he met Noeleen Maher, a nurse, 
who later became his wife. Subsequent 
postings took him to Longford- 
Westmeath Division – Ballymore, Co. 
Westmeath and to his last station in 
Mullingar. 
     Gabriel was one of the first members 
to join the newly-formed Divisional 
Traffic Corps in March, 1973. Alongside 
Garda John D. Brennan, who also joined 
the in the Mullingar Traffic Corps on its 
initiation, he patrolled the Longford/
Westmeath Division for 21 years. 
     Members of the Traffic Corps said 
they could not have wished for a better 
colleague than Gabriel, conscientious 
and capable no matter what the 
occasion. He shortened the day, was an 

expert on politics and knowledgeable 
on all subjects, so time passed pleasantly 
and quickly. He was also a great friend, 
loyal and true.
     Gabriel retired from An Garda 
Síochána in the summer of 1994 and 
was looking forward to his retirement 
and travelling with his wife. Sadly 
Noeleen passed away suddenly a year 
later which meant that a number of 
plans had to change.
     Gabriel had a great love of 
gardening, history, sport, politics and 
meeting people. He was involved in 
a number of local organisations in 
the Mullingar area. Gabriel was never 
prouder than when his beloved Leitrim 
won the Connacht Senior Football 
Championship in 1994. 
     Wherever he travelled in Ireland or 
even abroad he always seemed to meet 
someone he knew or else he could make 
a connection back to someone they both 
knew. He had a particular interest in Irish 
history and would love to chat away 
about it.
     Gabriel’s two sons, Declan and Killian, 
and his extended family would like to 
thank all who attended his removal 
and funeral and sent Mass cards. They 
also wish to extend a special thanks to 
the retired Gardaí in the Mullingar area 
who provided a Guard of Honour at the 
funeral. 
 

Ar dheis De go raibh a h-anam.

GABRIEL J. LEE
Chestnut Grove,
Mullingar,
Co. Westmeath
Birthplace: Drumshanbo, 
Co. Leitrim
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 12900C
Date of Death: 
27 September 2014

Jack Fahey served in Abbyleix, Ballacolla, 
Wolfhill, Durrow and Borris-in-Ossory, 
Co Laois. He retired on 19 March 1996 
and died on 1 September 2014. He is 
survived by his wife Margaret, son Tom 
and daughters Annemarie and Carmel. 
     He is also survived by his brother 
Seamus, sister Noreen, daughter-in-
law Linda, sons- in-law Dermot and 

Alan, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, eight 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
     Margaret and family would like to 
thank An Garda Síochána, both serving 
and retired who attended the services for 
Jack and for the provision of a Guard of 
Honour and escort for him.

May he rest in peace.JOHN J. FAHEY
Dublin Road, 

Borris in Ossory, Co Laois

Birthplace: Ballinasloe, 

Co. Galway

Rank: Garda 

Reg. No.: 14007D

Date of Death: 
1 September 2014
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Born on 23 March 1944, Michael (Mick) 
was the eldest son of three children of 
Patrick and Mary O’Connor of Minard 
East, Lispole, Co Kerry. He had one 
brother, Sean and one sister, Maura.
     Michael joined An Garda Síochána in 
1964. Upon completion of his training in 
Templemore, he was assigned to Eglinton 
St Station, Galway. Later he moved to 
Mill Street, in the city where he served 
for over 20 years before retiring from the 
force in March 2001. 
     The City of the Tribes became 
Michael’s new home after meeting his 
future wife, Spiddal native Peg O’Connor.  
Michael became a proud father of 
five children: Michael, Carol, Brendan, 
Denis and Ann Marie. Later becoming 
a devoted grandfather to Darragh, 
Ruadhan, Rian, Eanna, Mia, Yassin, Hugh 
and Aonghus whom they lovingly called 
Daideo. 
     Michael was an avid GAA fan and 
rarely missed a match on TG4, spending 
most of his Sundays in Pearse Stadium, 
Salthill supporting the local teams. 
Michael was a well-known personality 
around Galway, with his Kerry wit and 
hearty laugh leaving fond memories 
in the hearts of all his friends and past 
colleagues. 
     Michael never failed to collect The 
Kerryman newspaper every Friday in 
Hollands Newsagents, Eyre Square. He 

was a well-respected Garda who believed 
in maintaining a positive relationship with 
the public. He once said: “The general 
low rate of crime in Galway is due in 
large measures to the exceptionally good 
relationship which exists between the 
Gardaí and the public.” (Galway Advisor, 
4 December 1997)
     Michael is dearly missed by his family 
and friends. He had friends far and wide 
who came in their droves to pay their 
respects and to say their final farewell 
to a man who left them with many 
wonderful memories. Michael’s frequent 
jokes and comical tales will live on as 
family and friends reminisce about the 
good old times.
     His family extends their thanks to 
everybody who contributed to his funeral 
including the Garda escort provided from 
Claregalway to Spiddal, the GAA Guard 
of Honour, funeral musicians, prayer 
readers and priests who delivered a 
beautiful funeral mass. 
     They would also like to thanks friends 
and neighbours who attended Michael’s 
funeral, those who sent mass cards and 
who offered help throughout this very 
difficult time.
May Michael rest in peace and may his 
memory live on in our hearts.

Ar Dheis De Go Raibh a Anam Dhilis.

MICHAEL O’CONNOR
Cummer, Tuam,
Co. Galway.
Birthplace:
Lispole, Co Kerry
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.:15624H
Date of Death: 
23 November 2014

Undoubtedly each generation produces 
a few characters. That rare individual 
who naturally has a very unique blend of 
qualities and characteristics that marks 
them out as universally likeable.
This describes the late retired Garda 
Michael McInerney who passed away 
aged 75 on 10 April 2015 in the loving 
care of his family. His passing has left a 
large void in our lives, most particularly 
those of his family to whom he was 
devoted. Michael was diagnosed with a 
serious illness a year ago. 
     On 21 November 1962 with 49 
others Michael McInerney reported to 
the Phoenix Park Depot for training. 
Coming from Quilty, Co. Clare it was 
his first time in Dublin. He was quite a 
character to meet; affable, talkative and 
very inquisitive, asking everyone about 

themselves. 
     In April 1963 Michael headed to 
Templemore Town, before moving to 
Tipperary Town, Golden and Cappawhite. 
He then moved to O’Curry Street, 
Limerick in 1968, the same year he 
married Maureen, a nurse, in Barrington’s 
Hospital. He spent the remaining 28 years 
of his service in Limerick between Edward 
Street and then Roxboro Road Station, 
before his retirement on 19 August 1996.
     Throughout his service Michael 
endeared himself to the public 
and colleagues with his jovial and 
approachable disposition. He was the 
subject of the odd practical joke which 
he always took in great spirits. He was a 
loyal, decent and sincere colleague. 
     Michael loved Irish music and dancing, 
he was a founding and lifelong, member 

MICHAEL MCINERNEY
Caherdavin,
Limerick
Birthplace: Quilty, 
Co. Clare
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 15123H
Date of Death: 
10 April 2015
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of Na Piarsaigh GAA Club, a proud 
member of the Pioneer Total Abstinence 
Association and the Claremen’s 
Association. He had a great love of 
animals, taking huge pride in his prize 
winning ponies and donkeys.
     Maureen, Brian, Michael, Marian 
and Bernie wish to express their sincere 
appreciation to the neighbours and 
friends who assisted them at this 
difficult time. Thanks also to those who 

sympathised, sent cards, messages and 
who attended Michael’s funeral. 
     Thanks to his colleagues for providing 
a guard of honour. A special thanks 
to all the staff at the Oncology Unit 
of University Hospital Limerick for the 
wonderful care and attention afforded to 
Michael and his family. 

May he rest in peace.

OBITUARIES

CHARLES (CHARLIE) GAULE
Ballyboggan,
Wexford.
Birthplace: Arklow, 
Co. Wicklow
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 19250C
Date of Death: 
10 March 2015

Charlie Gaule, whose death occurred 
on 10 March 10 at the age of 61was “a 
shining example of what a Garda should 
be” Sgt Seamus Whelan (retired) told 
the packed congregation at his Requiem 
mass. Despite his untimely death, 
his memory lives on in the deeds he 
performed and in the memories former 
colleagues hold dear, he added.
     Charlie joined the Force in 1973 
and served in Waterford, Thomastown, 
Stoneyford and from 1980 in 
Castlebridge where he remained until his 
retirement in 2009. 
     Immersing himself in every aspect 
of community life and deeply involved 
in the area’s many sporting and cultural 
organisations, he promoted the best 
interests of his adopted neighbourhood.
Charlie, was an all-round sportsman 
excelling at Soccer and Gaelic in 
particular. 
     He was a member of the 1983 
Divisional Team that defeated Kerry in the 
All-Ireland Garda Football Final. He made 
numerous championship appearances in 
the colours of his native County Wicklow 
and earlier with Kilkenny County senior 
sides.
     A fanatical supporter of Manchester 
United and revelled in their success over 
the years, he was a regular visitor to Old 
Trafford and Sergeant Whelan told of 
how proud he was to have been asked to 
accompany his friend on one of his many 
trips to see ‘United’ in action.
     From an early age Charlie Gaule had 

his heart set on becoming a member of 
An Garda Síochána and he served his 
country and community to the very best 
of his ability. He was the essence of what 
a Garda should be – a respected, trusted 
associate to those who worked with 
him and a generous caring friend to the 
countless people with whom he came in 
contact each day.
     Charlie did not enjoy the best of 
health in his later years but never 
complained and accepted his illness with 
dignity and fortitude. He was sustained 
by the many close friends who visited 
him regularly, at such a difficult time in 
Charlie’s life.
     Those who gathered in St.Ibar’s 
Church for Charlie’s Mass did so to 
pay tribute to the memory of a true 
professional, a trusted associate and a 
very dear friend. Charlie was a devoted 
husband to Lola and a loving father to 
Richard, Stephen, Carla and Cathal. His 
grandchildren, Keela and James, were 
a source of joy and a reminder of life’s 
continuous course, noted Sgt Whelan. 
     By a wonderful act of providence, 
a new grandchild, Cathal, was born to 
Stephen and his wife Goretti, on the day 
Charlie passed to his Eternal Reward.
     Whenever we think of Charlie, his 
spirit will always be with us whether we 
are walking on the beach at Ballinesker 
or rambling on the Sugar Loaf.

Au Revoir Charles de Gaule!

Síocháin   75



POETRY CORNER

Guilt edged trip
By Tony Ruane (1961)

Homeward bound from the dancing
At the dawn of a morning in June
Corncrake covert in the meadow
Singing his loud racous tune.

In the tranquil stillness of morning
The misty webs lace on the grass
And a water-hen startled goes flapping
As over the bridgeen I pass

The leather thong hangs from the latchkey
Waiting there stark in the lock
And I turn it composing excuses
I know I will be in the dock

What kind of a family did I rear
Mother’s voice permeates from the room
That boyo is nothing but trouble
Since the daye he emerged from the womb

Do you think where was he galavanting
And what kept him out for so long
Will you go to sleep woman says father
He surely knows right from the wrong

The willow patterned jug on the dresser
Would soon be relieved of its store
Of delicious sweet creamy new milk
And each mouthful just tasting like more.

The Seats
By Paddy Farrell, Dublin West Branch

I took the bus the other day,
I was going home from town.
The seats where elder folk might sit
By young were well held down.
On one there sat a youngish man,
He held the space of two,
While old folk staggered past him
My attention to him grew.
The other was a younger lad
Still well within his teens.
His knapsack took a person’s place
While he pursued his dreams.

He fiddled with his i-Pod
And his attempt at facial hair
As old folks staggered past him
He did not seem to care.
So now I ask you younger folk
To walk a little more
And leave the seats for us old folk
The ones inside the door.

Singing the Blues
By Michael Brady, Mullingar Branch

The boys and girls in blue are in some disarray
I’m sorry to say so
Because I never knew a better crew
I once joined many years ago.

Whistle blowers then were noble men
Who ensured fair play to all
On the field of play they held sway
And controlled the game of ball.

Times have changed it seems so strange
Proud traditions are at risk
But there’s two sides to every story
Perhaps in between the facts exist.

An old refrain I do recall
It’s theme being laced with fun
Though it’s poignant words still true today
“A Policeman’s lot is not a happy one.”

Problems do arise before one’s eyes
Conflict, different points of view
It’s in common with every force on earth
Often resulting in matters to rue.

In a perfect world things would run smooth
And never go awry
But human fragility does exist
As we struggle from day to day.

The boys and girls in blue that we all knew
Have served their country well
Though mistakes were made it must be said
Focus on the future now not on the past to dwell.
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CLASS REUNION

CLASS OF NOVEMBER 
1962 REUNION

Glorious sunshine greeted the November 
1962 Class Reunion upon their arrival 
at the Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone in 
June, writes Brendan McGlynn, GSRMA 
Dun Laoghaire Branch. He was one of 
50 young recruits who assembled at the 
Depot Guard-Room, Phoenix Park 53 
years ago. 

The majority of the November 1962 class were 
accommodated in Parkgate Hall during what was one of 

the most severe winters in years. On completion of training 
in April 1963 there were 19 volunteers to serve in the DMA. 
     Five of the tallest were selected and I was one of them. 
Years passed quickly but no reunion took place. In the 
Spring Síocháin 2014, Michael McInerney, (since deceased) 
inserted a letter expressing an interest to meet his class 
colleagues. 
     A few classmates replied. Pat Ryan, Liam Walshe and I 
subsequently held a number of meetings to discuss carrying 
the torch that Michael McInerney (15123H) had ignited. 
The committee was conscious that the vast majority of the 
class had not met in over 50 years. 
     These 18 classmates had died: John Carthy, Tom Cullum, 
Michael Fitzpatrick, Kevin Geraghty, Michael Hawkshaw, 
Seán Kavanagh, Tom Kelly, Dermot Kennedy, Padraig 
Lally, Hugh McGinley, Padraig McGowan, Denis McGrath, 
Coleman O’Gaoire, Charlie O’Malley, Christy O’Reilly, Paul 
Shanahan, John Synnott and Michael McInerney.

PURSUING OTHER CAREERS
Five class members who resigned to pursue other careers 
included John Carthy (RIP), Tom Kelly (RIP) and Michael 
Fitzpatrick (RIP) who was elected a Fianna Fáil TD for 
Kildare 2007/2011. 
     The organising committee was pleased the other 
two – Paddy Murphy and Cyril Motherway – were 
both successful in life and were able to attend the class 
reunion.
     Liam Walsh took some slagging for climbing the 
promotion ladder to reach Chief Superintendent. Many 
arrived from early afternoon for an evening meal. All were 
presented with name badges which proved useful.
     Physical appearances had changed considerably in 
some cases but personalities had changed very little. It 
was remarkably the number of colleagues who were still 
wearing their pioneer pins.
     I acted as the evening’s Master of Ceremonies, and 
was ably assisted by Pat Ryan who recited ‘Grace Before 
Meals’. 
     A delicious four-course meal was enjoyed by all, 
followed by some short speeches. Liam Fitzgerald thanked 
the organising committee while Michael McEvoy endorsed 
the sentiments and made reference to our 18 deceased 
class colleagues.  
     Pat Ryan, a native of the Liberties, sang the first song 
‘Dublin in the Rare Ould Times’. A wonderful night of 
entertainment followed with songs, stories, jokes and 
banter in which a great spirit of friendship was evident. 
     The contribution by spouses to the entertainment 
was much appreciated by all. After a good night sleep, 
a hearty breakfast, it was time for handshakes and a 
promise to meet again.

Pictured at the Class Reunion (November 1962) on 18 June in Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone:
Front Row (l-r): Hugh McNulty, Tom Lynch, John Murphy, Tommy Friel, Tommy Campbell, Art Friel, Liam Fitzgerald, Pat Ryan and Jim Griffin.
Back Row (l-r): Eddie Stack, Aidan Burke, Mick Griffin, Liam Walshe, Frank Harding, Michael McEvoy, Paddy Murphy, Frank Hobbs, Jim 
Crimmins, Michael Mulloy, Brendan McGlynn, Cyril Motherway, Seán Brennan, Ger O’Sullivan and Bill Casey. Ph
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RELAXING AT THE MALTON HOTEL, KILLARNEY

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF GIANTS

IN THE FRAME

Taking a break in the beautiful grounds of the Malton 
Hotel, Killarney during this year’s ADM in June:
Seated (l-r): Mary Farrel and Marie McLoughlin from 
Donegal. Standing in background (l-r): PJ Brenna, 
John Murray and Pat Cleary from Cork City.

Two quiet giants observed on the Giants 
Causeway were the newly-elected Central 
Committee member Matt Givens (right), and 
General Secretary Paschal Feeney, who is 
pictured briefing Matt on his new role and 
responsibilities. As you can see Matt is taking 
it all in!
     Flanked by the wild North Atlantic Ocean 
and a landscape of dramatic cliffs, for 
centuries the Giant’s Causeway has inspired 
artists, stirred scientific debate and captured 
the imagination of all who see it. Let’s hope 
it has inspired these two Giants.

Photos courtesy of Marie Roche, Naas.

Pictured at the ADM in the Malton Hotel, Killarney 
were: Mick Mulryan, Julian Ryan, Marie Landy, Grace 
Lyden, and Vincent McGuire.

Photos courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork City.

Matt Cosgrave is the first Dublin North 
Branch member to hold the office 
of GSRMA President. Pictured at the 
Dublin North Branch coffee morning 
in June, John Duggan, Branch Vice 
President (left) made a presentation of 
a mantelpiece-clock to Matt Cosgrave 
on his election success, while Mrs 
Philomena Cosgrave was presented with 
a bouquet of flowers by Mrs Bernie 
Hartigan (pictured right).

Photo courtesy of John Hartigan, 
Dublin North Branch.

PERFECT TIMING FOR NEW GSRMA PRESIDENT
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North and East Housing Association 
 

“Making a difference to people’s lives by providing 
quality homes and supporting communities.” 

 
 

• NEHA has accessed private and public finance for the construction and 
acquisition of Social Housing in partnership with Local Authorities. 

 
• Meeting the accommodation needs of families,older people, homeless 

households, people with physical and learning disabilities in both rural and 
urban settings. 

 
• A proven track record in the delivery of high quality homes with a dedicated 

team housing professionals. 
 

• A Commitment to supporting communities through locally based services. 
 
 

 
McArdle Green, Drogheda, financed with private and public funding. 

 
 

CONTACT: 
 

North & East Housing Association, 
 3 Kirkfield Cottages, 

Clonsilla Road, 
Dublin 15 

 
Phone: 01-8200002 Email : info@neha.ie 

www.northandeast.ie 
 



IN THE FRAME

TRACTOR DRIVER IN TOP 
GEAR AT PLOUGHING 
CHAMPIONSHIP!

KILLARNEY GENTS ON THE 
MANSION HOUSE BENCH
These three Killarney gents – Jerry Cronin, John 
Fitzgerald and Jack McGrath – are thinking it might 
never happen again, so let’s enjoy another cuppa during 
their visit to the Mansion House on Wednesday 27 May.

Photo courtesy of Pat Lehane, Killarney Branch.

Retired Garda Jim Dempsey taking 
part in a ploughing championship 
is proof that there’s life after 
retirement. Jim is pictured here 
with his beloved Red Massey-
Ferguson tractor. 

Photo courtesy of Dermot Corcoran, 
Meath Branch Secretary.

Jack and Angela McGrath celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Jubilee in style at Dunloe Castle Hotel, 
Beaufort, Co. Kerry on 28 June in the company of their 
family and friends. 
     It became obvious that Jack was a very hawk eyed 
policeman in the early 1960s because he first spotted 
Angela through the window of Cash’s in Patrick Street, 
Cork, and subsequently met her at a dance in the City 
Hall. 
     They got engaged on 17 March, 1964 and were 
married the following year at St Patrick’s Church, Lower 
Glanmire Road. Angela’s father, Michael O’Grady, native 
of Ballinasloe, was a member and served in McCurtain 
Street.
     They were blessed with four children and 11 grand-
children. Their son, Rory, is a Detective Garda serving at 
Ballincollig Station in Cork. Jack is a native of Clonmel, 
where in his younger days played football for his beloved 
Moyle Rovers and he also donned the Tipperary jersey. 
     On completion of training he was allocated to Union Quay, Cork City and subsequently served in Barrack 
St and Dennehy’s Cross. On promotion to Sergeant in 1972 he was stationed at Beaufort for a few years, 
before his transfer to Killarney. 
     His great passion is GAA and Rugby. He is an avid walker and assisted in many mountain rescues. Presently 
he is very involved with Beaufort Community Council and community alert. He is a very active member of 
Killarney GSRMA. Angela is a very popular member of the community and a dedicated Bridge player.

Text and photograph courtesy of Pat Lehane, Killarney Branch.

GOLDEN WEDDING JUBILEE IN KILLARNEY

Jack McGrath pictured with his wife Angela, at their Golden 
Wedding Jubilee celebration.
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ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

* Can you assist with the missing names in some of these photographs?

• CORK GARDA DIVISION HURLING TEAM
Cork Garda Division Hurling Team who beat the DMA 
selection in the All-Ireland Garda Hurling Final, played in 
Croke Park, 1975:
Front Row (l-r): Tadgh O’Mahoney, Ned Kirby, Jim Seymour, 
Jim Cremins, Pat O’Brien, Seán Doyle, Eugene O’Connor, 
Gerry McNamara, Justin Byrne, Frank Fallon, and Teddy 
Holland
Back Row (l-r): Tom McCarthy, Batt Kirby (RIP), Matt Kirwan, 
Pat Sheehan, Pat Galvin, Pat Doyle, Dan Brislane, John O’Brien 
(RIP), Frank Cummins, and Tom Kirby (RIP)

Photo courtesy of Gerry McNamara, Limerick City Branch.

• TIPPERARYTOWN STATION PARTY 1931
Back Row: (l-r): Gardaí Barney Cullen; William (Bill) Feeney, 
father of General Secretary Paschal Feeney; John Doody; 
Michael McInerney; Edward Flood.
Middle Row (l-r): D/O Dan Heffernan; Gardai John Considine; 
Thomas Deenihan; Michael Wright; Thomas Gardnier; and 
Peter Monahan.
Front Row (l-r): Sergeants James Quinlan; Gerard McQuaid; 
Supt J. O’Reilly; Sergeant Michel Foley and Garda Bernard 
Connor.

Photo courtesy of Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

• TUG OF WAR WITH NAMES OF GARDA TEAM 
FROM 1940s

Pictured is the Tug-O-War team members (circa. the 1940s) 
who were possibly attached to Pearse Street Garda Station 
which was known then as College Street.
Back Row: Fourth from left is Tony Coffey (08953B).
Front Row: Second from left is Gerry Lincoln (08867), while 
on extreme right is Leo Fayne (08835). Can any of our readers 
assist with names for others in this photo?

Photo courtesy of Philip Coffey, Retired Sgt. Bridewell, Dublin. 

• JULY 1961 CLASS REUNION IN GALWAY
The Class of July 1961 held their very first reunion at the Ardilaun 
Hotel in Galway on 1-3 April 2015. They hope to meet again 
within the next three years. A total of 26 attended with apologies 
from some who could not travel while 12 deceased members 
were fondly remembered.
Back Row (l-r): Paudge McGowen, Bernie Bugler, Kevin 
O’Brien, Finton Lupton, Tony Morris, Barry O’Mahony, and John 
McManaman.
Middle Row (l-r): Jim Thompson, Thomas Morrisroe, Jim Nallon, 
Declan McCluskey,  Bill Keaveney, Mick Delaney, Barry McCarthy, 
Brendan Hussey, Jim Padden, Pat McGovern, and John Relihan
Front Row (l-r): Mick McMahon, Aidan Byrne, Eddie Coughlan, 
Johnny McMahon, Mick Dolan, Larry Carroll, Jim Clifford, Tim 
Murphy.

Photo courtesy of Aidan Byrne, Dublin North Branch.



ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• GARDA NED BRADY (4258) WITH GROUP OF 
ATHLONE GARDAÍ (CIRCA. 1930)

Tom Brady, Dundalk Branch, reflects on this photo given 
to him by Eugene Brady, Glen Road Monaghan. It includes 
Eugene’s late father Garda Ned Brady (4258) who joined in 
May 1923 and retired from Monaghan Town in 1963. 
     A native of Co. Cavan Ned was a Garda in Athlone from 
1928 to 1932.  This photo was taken in Athlone during that 
period. Ned Brady is the last man on the rear right.  Can you 
identify any of the other in this photograph?
     Ned Brady, along with 11 other Gardai (unknown), won 
first prize in the Irish Hospital Sweepstake while stationed in 
Athlone. Ned was father-in-law to retired Sgt Pat McGlynn 
who resides with his wife Clarus in Athboy, Co. Meath, and 
was uncle to retired Supt Tom Brady (16011C) Dundalk.

• SEPTEMBER A AND B CLASS 1964
Back Row (l-r): Michael Collins, Kieran Sinclaire, James Murphy, Eamon Doherty, Jim Keating, Pat Sweeney, Curley?, Kieran 
Densmore, Dan Sweeney, Pat Ferriter, Maurice O’Connor, Anslem Walsh, Sean O’Halloran, Pat McIntyre, Michael Fitzgerald, Finbar 
McFaul, Unknown, Richard Burke, Rodger Grogan, Tom Byrne,? Maher, PJ McGowan, and Unknown.
Middle Row (l-r): Donnie Harrington, Michael Greville, Andy Gildea, John Gallagher, ?? O’Mahony, Dan Duffen, Jim Cloonan, 
Frank Taffee, Ken Gunning, Tom Lavin, Frank Cullinane, Unknown, ? Farrell, Dan Keavney, Domnick Tobin, John Durcan, Gerry 
McCabe, Brian Callanan, John Kennedy,  Unknown, John Harney.
Front Row (l-r): Jim Somers, ?? Crotty, Bill McDonnell, John Fleming, Tony Hand, P. J. Rowan, Seamus Murphy, Sgt, Tom Murphy, 
Sgt John O’Halloran, Insp. Kenny, Sgt Paddy Muray, Unknown, Noel Anderson, Sgt Paddy Murray, Michael Blake, John O’Connor, 
Malachy Keavney, Eammon Lynch, Pat O’Boyle, Tim Scanlon, Willie Kelly, and Unknown. 
 
Photo courtesy of Michael Fitzgerald, Dublin West.

• SEPTEMBER 1965 CLASS IN TEMPLEMORE
Back Row (l-r): Martin Gannon, Aidan Scanlon, John Bryan, John 
Kiernan, Ml. Roche, Liam Wall, Pat Rafferty, Dan Brannan, Joe 
Sharry, John Scarf-Cady (RIP) and Sgt. Pat Murray.
Middle Row (l-r): Eamon Fennessy, Sgt. James Dwyer (RIP), 
Ml. Kearns, Ml. Hoey, Denis Sullivan, Con Rice, Liam Collins, Pat 
Quigley, Dave Mangan, Oliver McInerny. Fachna Murphy, and Pat 
Byrne (Ret. Comm)
Front Row (l-r): Jim McCreevey, John O’ Neill, Pat Keoghane, 
John Meehan, Paul Firth (RIP), Sgt. Ned Sheppard, Des Branagan, 
Joe Nolan, Edward Dooley, and Tom Kiely. (Missing from photo is 
Justin Shaughnessy.)  
Photo courtesy of Joe Sharry & Mick Hoey, Dublin West.
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Reg. Number Status Name Station

31495A Garda Mark Butler Gorey
29015G Garda Michelle Donlon Ailt An Chorrain
23578D Garda Willliam Ryan Carrickbyrne
22263A Sergt Turlough Bruen Carrick-on-Shannon
24139C Sergt Christopher Cahill Castledermot
22728E Garda John Harrington Blackrock
23900C Insp John Kelly Traffic Dept
20248G Sergt Martin Conor Tuam
22136H Garda Michael Kilgannon Manorhamilton
19649E Garda Matthew Scally Roscommon
22071L Garda Christopher Russell Askeaton
22548G Supt Paschal Connolly Kilkenny
24956D Garda Laurence Clare Traffic Dept
24159H Garda Garrett Murphy Blackrock
23779E Garda William O’Neill Sligo
23896A Garda Edward Mc Manus Moate
22373D Sergt Colm Hilliard GNIB
20678D Sergt Declan O’Byrne Command & Control
20137E Garda John Keane Tullamore
22256K Sergt Matthew Boyle Kilmainham
24224A Garda Anthony Connolly Castlebridge
24236E Garda Jerome Foley Castleisland
22855K Garda Paul Moore Waterford
24223C Garda Ian Calton Garda College
24234K Sergt Thomas McCormack Borrisoleigh
20918L Garda Eugene Drumm Ballybofey
19742D Sergt Ciaran Daly SDU
24097D Garda James Flynn Anglesea Street
24233M Supt Paul Moran Press Office
23992E Sergt Jerome Murray Info. Tech
24145H Sergt Vinceny Markey SDU
22450B Garda Dan Curran Letterkenny
24209H Sergt Michael Clarke Kilmore Quay
00395F Garda Catherine McGonagle Buncrana
24170k Sergeant Phillip Farrell Blessington 
00405G Garda Madeleine Mc Hugh Liaison and Proctection
24800B Sergeant Michael Whelan GNDU
29056D Garda Daryl Mullen Castlebar
00393L Sergeant Anne Christopher Clondalkin
23816C Garda Paul Dunne Dundalk
24219E Garda Stephen Roe Anglesea Street
21819G Garda William Fenlon SDU
00156B Garda Margaret Reid Swinford
23958E Garda Kevin Walsh Ronanstown
28386L Garda Aine Hanley Roxboro Road
22310G Inspector Thomas O’Sullivan Dun Laoghaire
20308D Garda Patrick Conway Sligo
23991G Sergeant Gerard Shortiss Cobh

00126M Garda Margaret Egan Commissioners Office
21703D Garda Joseph Ward Galway
22987C Garda Patrick Ryan Abbeyleix
22080K Sergeant Anthony Arnold Cranny Road
23619E Inspector Liam Dillon Clontarf
00109M D/Supt Mary Gormley Trim
24020F Inspector Martin Smethers Navan
23473G Garda James Boyle Emyvale
00439A Garda Louise Doyle Terenure
20210L Garda Noel O’Sullivan SDU
29050E Garda Deirdre Underwood SDU

GARDA RETIREMENTS
Name Station
John Savage Limerick City
Liam Dillon Dublin North
Agnes Maguire Monaghan
Trevor Laffan Cork City
Anthony Connolly Wexford
Catherine McGonagle Donegal North
Ciaran Daly Dublin North
Ian Colton Bray
Therese McHugh Cork City
Vincent Markey Meath
Brian Sheridan Naas
Paul Keaney Dublin North
Anthony Arnold Donegal South
Eugene J Drumm Donegal North
John Kelly Dublin South
John Murphy Wicklow
Nuala Boyle Dublin North
Patrick F McCarthy Thurles
Monica Kenneally Kilkenny
John Carroll Dublin North
Paul Gillen Naas
Peter Noonan Dublin West
Mary Gormely Dublin North
Martin Smethers Meath
Michael Walsh Cavan
Enda P Walshe Dublin South
John Keane Offaly
Noel Galwey Cork West
Patricia Walshe Cork West
Anthony O’Loughlin Wexford
Seamus Gallagher Dun Laoghaire
Paul Smyth Dublin West
Maureen O’Donnell Galway
Marie B Murphy Wexford
Deirdre Underwood Offaly
MIchael Clarke Wexford
Michael Gormley Dublin North
John Molloy Sligo
Joseph Fitzpatrick Portlaoise
Seamus Quinlan Cork City
Denis Daly Cork City

NEW MEMBERS

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and 
the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps 

members informed of developments 
across the 44 branches. If there are issues 

or items of interest you would like to 
see included in the future, contact the 

General Secretary, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com 
or phone 01-4781525.  
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John O’Sullivan Clare 13321G 22/05/2015
Patrick P Murphy Wexford 10922C 27/05/2015
James (Seamus) Kerins Cork City 10407H 27/05/2015
Denis  (Dinny) G Dunne Carlow 13547L 01/06/2015
David O’Keefe Cork West 13167K 10/06/2015
Patrick Ryan Cork City 18758E 11/06/2015
John F Keany Dun Laoghaire 09736E 10/06/2015
Patrick Naughton Thurles 18017C 02/06/2015
PJ Corley Monaghan 13303E 10/03/2015
Patrick K O’Reilly Wexford 09850G 20/06/2015
PJ McDermott Sligo 13552E 24/06/2015
Raymond F Casey Naas 13560G 29/06/2015
Tony Connolly Donegal North 13089L 01/07/2015
Neil G McGroarty Dublin North 16086E 01/07/2015
Raymond F Casey Naas 13560G 29/06/2015
Terry Hennigan Dublin North 16054G 06/07/2015
Patrick Cryan Dublin West 09256H 07/07/2015
Cornelius Crowley Naas 16807F 21/02/2015
Sean Gethins Dundalk 15685L 17/07/2015
Owen Giblin Drogheda 09964C 20/07/2015
Denis J Hyde Limerick 09679B 26/07/2015
Winifred Shiels Shiels Donegal North 10989D 21/04/2015
James Lawlor Dun Laoghaire 10549L 12/08/2015
John McHugh Dun Laoghaire 10183D 11/08/2015
John Clohessy Tralee   23912G   19/08/2015
John Garahan Dublin West   12914C 20/08/2015
Patrick F. Doyle Cork West 09536B 21/08/2015

DECEASED MEMBERS

BULLETIN BOARD 

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA
Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Name: 
Address:
Membership No.:
Tel. No.:

Please add €3 per order for postage                                                                                                          TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
Lapel Pins (€6)                              Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity:

Ronan Fahy Clonsilla, Dublin Son of Brian & Teresa Fahy Dublin West Branch 19/08/2015
Patrick Collins Dublin Brother of William (Liam) Collins Dublin West Branch 21/08/2015
Brigid Woulfe Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. Sister of Dan Ahern Cork City Branch 25/08/2015

DECEASED RELATIVES
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NOTICEBOARD 

SÍOCHÁIN SURVEY 
Shortly after you receive the Autumn 
issue of Siochain, you will receive by 
email a survey, which the Editorial 
Board at GSRMA House is conducting 
in relation to articles and features for 
future issues of the magazine. 
     Paschal Feeney, General Secretary 
GSRMA, is strongly urging GSRMA members to give consideration to 
this survey, to enable the Editorial Board to plan and shape the future 
of Siochain magazine.
     If you’re not on email, but wish to participate in the survey contact 
GSRMA House on 01-4781525 to obtain a copy of the survey sheet. 
It’s your magazine, so have your say now!

75TH ANNIVERSARY 
GARDA SÍOCHÁNA 
CONCERT
In 1977 a concert commemorating the 
75th anniversary of the founding of 
An Garda Síochána took place in the 
National Concert Hall in Dublin. The 
Garda Síochána Band and various Gardaí 
throughout the Force took to the stage in 
front of a packed hall.
     I was one of those taking part. My 
act on the night was to ride a ‘High 
Nellie’ bicycle across the stage whilst 
singing ’The Laughing Policeman’; I was 
accompanied by the Garda Band. 
     If memory serves me correctly 
the concert was recorded and the 
participants were promised a copy of the 
video. Unfortunately, perhaps due to an 
oversight or other reason, I never got my 
copy.
     As I drift into my twilight years I would 
dearly appreciate a copy to show to my 
grandchildren and anyone else prepared 
to put up with my reminiscences!
     Perhaps some kind Síocháin reader 
might answer my prayers. 

John J. Muldoon
Borris, Co. Carlow
Mobile: 087-9226424

‘TROM AGUS EADROM’ 
PROGRAMME
In 1980, when my father Michael Enright 
was an Assistant Commissioner, he took 
part in an RTE television programme 
‘Trom agus Eadrom’. This was recorded in 
the Garda Training Centre in Templemore, 
and televised on 11 December 1980.
     My father died in March 2014, and our 
family would love to have a copy of this 
programme.  If anyone has a copy, I would 
appreciate if they could contact me.

Yours sincerely,
John Enright
Mobile: 086-8393362.
Email: johnenright@eircom.net 

TOM TUITE – TAX ADVISORY SERVICE
Tom Tuite spent many years providing monthly tax advice to 
members at the GSRMA Head Office in Harrington Street. While 
his meetings at Head Office have discontinued, Tom continues to 
provide his usual service to all of his existing clients, the bulk of 
whom are retired Gardaí. His contact details are 086-4035405 or 
email tom.marthatuite@gmail.com

HISTORY COURSES ON THE EASTER RISING
An evening course on the Easter Rising starts on Monday 28 
September at St Mac Dara’s Community College, Wellington Lane, 
Templeogue, Dublin. 
     In presenting the eight-week evening course, retired Supt Bart 
Faulkner will examine Ireland, politically and socially, in the latter part 
of the 19th century and early 20th century. 
     The course content will include all key aspects of the Easter 
Rising, planning, key individuals, Easter Week hostilities and 
the execution of leaders, while DMP and RIC involvement will be 
explored.
     Meanwhile, a special eight-week morning lecture course starts 
on Thursday 1 October (10.30am-12.30pm) at No. 27 Pearse Street, 
Dublin – the birthplace and childhood home of Padraig Pearse.
     To reserve a place on any of these courses, contact Bart Faulkner 
on 086- 7268098 or email bartlefaulkner@gmail.com
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DOWN 
1 Find lots of weapons in north County Dublin. (6)
2 Please incorrectly and time will pass. (6) 
3 Mr. Murphy was the Beverly Hills Cop. (5)
4 Not working, though fully employed. (3,4)
6 Do they 27Across 16 Across? (9)
7 Describes youngsters with pride. (4,4)
8 So street trouble can lead to decorations for the winners? (8)
11 The rhythm of a young policeman’s area. (4)
15 Does Turk enter in a roundabout way to support the branches. (4-5)
17 Murder weapon used by Leatherface in cinema’s ‘Texas Massacre’. (5-3)
18 I join the detective division in the home because of serious crime. (8)
20 Blunt instruments turned up to inflict a wound like from a sharp one. (4)
21 In places, they make hay while the sun shines. (7)
22 Horror-movie causes cry of terror. (6)
23 It sounds like one of the five we have that tells us about the population. (6)
26 Nora’s involvement with serious crime. (5)

CHANCE TO WIN €100 IN OUR 
NEW CROSSWORD

Here’s your chance to win 
a handy €100 in cash in 
our new crossword. Send 
your completed entries 
to SIOCHAIN, Ocean 
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 
2, to arrive no later than 
Monday 30 November 2015. 

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 prize. 

Good luck to everyone who 
enters!

ACROSS
1 What people with a dark secret have in the closet, though not a secret of the 
flesh. (8)
5 There are changes galore for the warden. (6)
9 It’s not always like a patchy relationship. (2,3,3)
10 Small chunks of course that ought to be replaced. (6)
12 Super tied into knot getting a bad name. (9) 
13 Does a fellow-Celt go to the races there? (5)
14 Remain like a trespasser in a pig’s house. (4)
16 In the end, most of the unrest is Russian money. (7)
19 They may be on the seas in Galway but on the streets in cities in US. (7)
21 Robber’s disguise found in lake in Mayo. (4)
24 I’d made a start with the fool. (5)
25 Can Al have been tumbled over by all that snow? (9)
27 A.J. McCoy’s footrest loses right to foment trouble. (4,2)
28 Mafiosi and other organised criminals, especially of the Al Capone era. (8)
29 Sounds like a word for a king but they are actually mechanical junk. (6)
30 Man’s suit being shredded causes huge waves. (8)

CROSSWORD

92 Síocháin 


