
Síocháin 

WINTER 2015
ISSN 1649-5896

www.gardaretired.com

The official Magazine of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association

EASTER WEEK 1916 
MAJOR POLICE CASUALTIES 
 

GSRMA PRESIDENT CALLS FOR 
REPEAL OF EMERGENCY POWERS

TOKEN GARDA  RECRUITMENT 
IS TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE

Síocháin 

WINTER 2015
ISSN 1649-5896

www.gardaretired.com

The official Magazine of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association

Spring 2016
ISSN 1649-5896



4.9
%

*
CAR

LO
AN

(*5
.0

%
 A

PR)

Toying with getting a car?
For a no frills, no fee loan at a great rate of 4.9% (5.0% APR*)

talk to us at St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union
Tel: 021 4313355 Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie Web: www.stpaulscu.ie

Plus up to €400 Cashback to members when purchasing new Ford or Hyundai.

Loans are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

*For a 5 year car loan at 5.0% APR variable interest rate the weekly repayments would be:

Amount Weekly Repayment Total Repayment Total Interest

€5,000 €21.68 €5,637.55 €637.55

€10,000 €43.37 €11,275.11 €1,275.11

€15,000 €65.05 €16,912.66 €1,912.66

€20,000 €86.73 €22,550.22 €2,550.22

St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Limited

Tel: 021 4313355 
Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie

Web: www.stpaulscu.ie

St Pauls Car Loan poster  10/08/2015  12:35  Page 1
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TOKEN RECRUITMENT 
IS TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE
While intending to focus entirely on the events of Easter 1916, recent incidents in 
Dublin 100 years on from the Rising have forced Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General 
Secretary, to comment on the fall-out from the ‘Gangland’ killings at the Regency Hotel 
and inner city Dublin in early February 2016. 

In this special edition of Síocháin you will see we have 
featured and focused on the Easter Rising of 1916 and 

the period around these events. This focus is on policing 
at the time and what a traumatic era it was in terms of 
police fatalities over such a short six-day period.
     Easter 1916 was a totally different time in Ireland. 
We were under British Imperial Rule and policing was 
provided from two different sources. In all 485 people 
were killed in the Easter Rising, 54 per cent were civilians 
caught up in the exchanges between the Rebel forces and 
those of British forces. 
     However, in overall terms 14 per cent of those fatally 
wounded and largely forgotten were 17 policemen. Three 
from the unarmed Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) and 
14 from the Royal Irish Constabulary.
     The DMP was an unarmed force and the first casualty, 
as you will read in this issue, was Constable James O’Brien 
who was shot at the upper gate of Dublin Castle Yard on 
Easter Monday. 
     On the same day Constable Michael Lahiff was shot 
dead at St Stephen’s Green. Constable William Firth was 
killed at Store Street Police Station on 27. April 1916. In 
the following days eight members of the RIC were killed 
in what became known as the Battle of Ashbourne. The 
remaining casualties can be accounted for in the feature 
articles within. 

GANGLAND KILLINGS
While I had intended to focus entirely on events of Easter 
1916, recent events in Dublin 100 years on from the 
Rising have forced me to comment on the fall-out from 
the ‘Gangland’ killings at the Regency Hotel and inner city 
Dublin in early February 2016. 
     While we have somewhat got used to this type of 
barbaric killing the attack at The Regency Hotel was an 
affront to democracy in every sense. Not only by its open 
disregard for human life, and even small children, but the 
manner in which the assault was executed in the guise of 
Garda uniforms with AK27 assault rifles. 
     The rule of law must not be allowed to break down. 
At no time should we consider the loss of life trivial even 

if the fatality is from a criminal background. Policing must 
be conducted by the legally-established police force, in 
this case An Garda Síochána. 
     Local communities should not be allowed to form 
vigilante forces to tackle the problems at a local level. 
How disappointing after the events that the focus of 
media attention fell back on the Garda Síochána and 
its lack of criminal intelligence in the lead up to these 
attacks. 
     Let’s get real. If there are cuts in resources – in terms 
of personnel, equipment and financial support – then 
something has to give. Over the past six years An 
Garda Síochána has been stripped of thousands, due to 
retirement, career breaks and other matters. 
     A token recruitment drive is now underway, but too 
little, too late as usual. The newly-established task force 
did not magic itself up from nowhere. Personnel had to 
be withdrawn from other units to establish the unit. 
     There is no use in tinkering with the problem. The fault 
does not lie with the Garda Commissioner, but firmly at 
the Department of Justice. Wake up Mother Ireland it’s 

almost too late!

EDITORIAL TRIBUTE
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HOTEL COMPETITION 
Congratulations 
to John 
Noonan, Cork 
City Branch, 
who won the 
‘Mid-Week 
Break for Two’ at the Sheraton 
Athlone Hotel.

RISING REMEMBERED
1916

40 POLICE CASUALTIES

In this year’s commemoration 
ceremonies, very few tributes 
are likely to be paid to members 
of both the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police (DMP) and the Royal Irish 
Constabulary (RIC) who lost their 
lives whilst trying to keep the 
peace in Ireland that week. 

54 REBEL COMMISSIONER

Many of those who lit the flame 
during Easter Week played 
prominent leadership roles in the 
early years of the fledgling state. 
Michael Staines, for one, was 
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primarily responsible for putting in 
place a new police force structure. 
He served a short period as 
Ireland’s first Garda Commissioner.

60 PATRICK PEARSE

A look at the life and times of 
Patrick Pearse – one of the seven 
leaders of the Easter Rebellion – 
from his childhood, setting up of 
his school St Enda’s in 1908, and 
his gradual assent from holding a 
moderate Nationalist’s viewpoint 
to a separatist one. 

67 MICHAEL LAHIFF
DMP Constable Michael Lahiff 
was the first casualty of the 
Easter Rising. In April, Ireland 
will commemorate the events 
of 1916 and the sacrifice of Irish 
revolutionaries who saw an armed 
uprising as the only means of 
establishing an All-Ireland Republic.

72 NELSON’S PILLAR

In the run-up to the 50th 
anniversary of the 1916 Rising, 
Nelson’s Pillar was viewed by 
Republican activists with increasing 
irritation, seeing it as an out-dated 
symbol of colonial power, which 
had adorned O’Connell Street since 
1809.

79 SIR ROGER CASEMENT
In the final part of Roger 
Casement’s ill-fated trip to Ireland 
in 1916 to make arrangements 
for the arms landing, events 
surrounding his private escort 
to London to face trial and 
subsequent execution are outlined.

85 LUCKY O’BRIEN 
Easter Monday morning proved 
to be a fateful one for Constable 
James O’Brien – the first fatality 
of the 1916 Rising – who was shot 
dead outside the gates of Dublin 
Castle.

Easter Rising archive images (unless otherwise stated) are courtesy of the National Library of Ireland.



EVERY YEAR FLU
CAUSES SEVERE
ILLNESS AND DEATH.
IF YOU
ARE:

For more information, talk to your GP or Pharmacist
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GET YOUR FLU VACCINE NOW.

IT’S A LIFESAVER



Flu affects people of all ages, with outbreaks occurring 
almost every year. Flu symptoms come on suddenly 

with a fever, muscle aches, headache and fatigue. 
    This is different from a cold which is a much less 
severe illness compared to flu. A cold usually starts 
gradually with a sore throat and a blocked or runny nose. 
Symptoms of a cold are generally mild compared to flu.
    In some instances, flu can be severe and can cause 
serious illness and death. Serious breathing complications 
can develop, including pneumonia and bronchitis, to 
which older people and those with certain chronic 
medical conditions are particularly susceptible. 
    Data from the 2014/2015 influenza season shows 
that nationally 978 cases of flu were hospitalised and 53 
were admitted to ICU. Those aged 65 and older, children 
under 4 years of age and those with long term medical 
conditions and pregnant women are at particular risk. 
    Each year the seasonal (annual) flu vaccine contains 
three common flu virus strains. The flu virus changes 
each year, so this is why a new flu vaccine has to be 
given.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The best way to prevent flu is to get the flu vaccine. The 
vaccine is recommended for:
• Persons aged 65 and older.
• Those aged six months and older with a long-term 

health condition such as;
• Chronic medical illness requiring regular follow 

up including chronic cardiovascular, respiratory, 
hepatic, and neurological disease, diabetes 
mellitus and haemoglobinopathies.

• Immunosuppression due to illness or treatment.
• Down Syndrome.
• Morbid obesity cases, (body mass index over 40).
• Children with moderate to severe 

neurodevelopmental disorders.
• Children on long-term aspirin therapy (risk of 

Reye’s syndrome).

• Pregnant women (vaccine can be given at any stage 
of pregnancy).

• Residents of nursing homes and other long stay 
institutions.

• Carers and Healthcare workers.

Vaccination should ideally be undertaken in late 
September or October each year. Flu vaccines have been 
used for more than 60 years worldwide and are very 
safe. Flu vaccine contains killed or inactivated viruses and 
therefore cannot cause flu. It does, however, take 10-14 
days for the vaccine to start protecting you against flu.

• The vaccine and consultation are free to those within 
the recommended groups who have a medical card 
or GP Visit Card.

• GPs charge a consultation fee for seasonal flu 
vaccine to those who do not have a medical card or 
GP Visit Card. 

More information is available from your GP, public health 
nurse or pharmacist. 
    While www.immunisation.ie provides details about 
flu vaccination, along with answers to any questions you 
may have about flu.

Influenza vaccine remains the best protection against 
influenza and is recommended by all major expert bodies 
including the WHO, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control and the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee, the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland. 

Pneumococcal vaccine: If you are over 65 or have a 
long-term medical condition you should also ask your 
doctor about the pneumococcal vaccine, which protects 
against pneumonia, if you have not previously received it. 
Both the flu vaccine and the pneumococcal vaccine can 
be given at the same time.

THE FACTS ABOUT 
SEASONAL 

FLU VACCINE
The best way to prevent influenza (flu) is to get the flu vaccine, which is recommended for 
individuals aged 65 and older. This highly infectious acute respiratory illness caused by the 
flu virus. 

HSE IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGN
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Whilst the primary role of the GSRMA has always 
been to protect your pension, benefits and wellbeing 
– by representing you and all of our members when 
the need arises by putting forward a cohesive voice 
on any matter that affects our membership – there 
has also been a proud tradition of providing a social 
element for branch members throughout the country. 
    At national level that social interaction was 
managed for many years by Gerard Lovett (former 
General Secretary) and Helen Coakley who, over the 
years, organised many memorable events and trips 
with the ongoing support and financial backing of the 
Central Committee.
    Not least among those events were the regular 
coffee mornings held in ‘Copper Face Jacks’ at the 
Jackson Court Hotel on Dublin’s Harcourt Street each 
month. The Central Committee was unanimous in its 
praise for this work in the social sphere of GSRMA 
activity carried out over all those years for the 
Association by Gerard Lovett and Helen Coakley and 
wished them both well as they moved on from the 
GSRMA Social Committee.
    The Central Committee, in providing logistical and 
financial support to this Social element of GSRMA 
membership has put in place a new Social Sub 
Committee, ensuring a continuation of social benefits 

for our members. 
    The new committee, headed up by GSRMA 
President Matt Cosgrave, includes Marie Roach 
(Leinster Region), Matt Givens (Munster Region) and 
Joe Lynch (Connaught/Ulster Region). 
    Plans for 2016 were discussed and formulated at 
the sub-committee’s first meeting, held recently at 
the GSRMA House on Harrington St. These plans 
will involve the Association working towards involving 
GSRMA members, on an organised basis, in the 
Garda Memorial Day at Dublin Castle on Saturday 
21 May; organising a GSRMA day to Knock Shrine 
in September and GSRMA involvement in the 
Garda Memorial Mass in Aughrim Street, Dublin in 
November.
    The possibility of organising a short break to the 
West or North West of the country and an overseas 
sun break for GSRMA members/spouse/partner is 
being investigated with a view to having at least one 
such organised trip in place by or before Autumn of 
this year. 
    Keep an eye on the ‘Members Area’ of the 
GSRMA website www.gardaretired.com for updated 
information on the GSRMA Social Programme for the 
year ahead and for all other 
up-to-date information.

GSRMA SOCIAL COMMITTEE PROGRAMME FOR 2016

Our annual Mass in October, in its new lunchtime 
format, pleased almost everyone and will 
be repeated in the future. Mass, which was 
celebrated at midday in the Convent Chapel, 
Bandon, was a lovely ceremony. 
    Lunch followed in the Munster Arms Hotel 
where ‘Butlerstown Bard’ Michael O’Brien was 
on hand. His self-penned jovial words, verse and 
song, especially those with a Garda theme, were 
enjoyed by all. 
    Cork West GSRMA Chairperson, Liam Ryan, 
presented the proceeds of a fund raiser for the 
Jamie Wall Trust, a cheque for €1,000 to Michael 
Wall (father) and Garda Seamus O’Donovan 
(Trust committee member). 
    We were delighted to be involved in this 
most worthy cause, with a Garda link to Jamie’s 
grandfather Jim Wall, remembered by most 

from his time as instructor at the Garda College, 
Templemore.
    Christmas Lunch: Everyone enjoyed a return 
to the Trident Hotel in Kinsale last December for 
our Christmas Party, where we welcomed some 
new faces and renewed old acquaintances. 
Lunch and music provided was to its usual high 
standard, with all enjoying the afternoon of music 
and song.    
    The tea/coffee and mince pies completed a very 
pleasant evening. Members greatly appreciated 
and availed of the offer from McCarthy’s minibus 
to ‘deliver’ everyone home.
    Wicklow Coach Trip: Our next mid-week break 
and tour takes us to Wicklow on 26 & 27 April. 
PRO John Mullins has done marvellous work in 
preparing the itinerary. Contact him 
@ 087-3288367 should you wish to join this tour.

CORK WEST BRANCH
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

CORK CITY BRANCH
Despite severe road flooding 
on Thursday 3 December, 
132 members attended the 
Cork City Christmas Lunch 
at Rochestown Park Hotel. 
A mulled wine reception, 
followed by a five course meal 
and 24 spot-prizes made 
it a very special occasion. 
Afterwards, keyboard music 
by Kevin McSweeney and 
songs from Angela Casey, 
Anne Healy, Bernie Feeney, 
Jim Healy, Jim Griffin and 
Frank Corrigan certainly put 
everyone in the party mood.
    Presentation of 2016 GSRMA Certificates: 
The Cork City Branch is holding a coffee morning 
at Rochestown Park Hotel on Tuesday 10 May, at 
which a number of Long Service GSRMA Certificates 
will be presented. There’s an open invitation to all to 
attend this free event. We need to give the hotel and 
estimate of numbers attending, so if you would like to 
attend, please inform the Branch Secretary on 
087-2209253.
    Bus Tour to Sligo & Donegal: Cork City Branch 
Committee have launched the itinerary for a four-
day Coach Tour to Sligo & Donegal with Kavanagh 
Travel.  It will depart from Curraheen Park, 
(Greyhound Stadium) Cork at 9.00 am on Sunday, 
19th June. Comfort stop at West County Hotel, Ennis 
for tea/coffee/scones before continuing to visit Knock 
Shrine for Mass and onwards to The Diamond Coast 
Hotel, Enniscrone for dinner and over-night stay.      
    Next day we stop at Drumcliffe to see WB Yeats’ 
headstone against the backdrop of the Benbulben 
Mountains. 
    Moving onwards, we then drive via Mullaghmore 
where Lord Louis Mountbatten enjoyed holidays 
and fishing, before we head onwards to visit Belleek 
Pottery Showrooms. Afterwards, we drive to visit the 
Daniel O’ Donnell Visitor Centre in Dungloe. 

Retired Gardaí pictured at Culann’s Coffee Morning (l-r): Denis McCarthy, John Burke, 
Paula Dorney, Anne Cleary, Donal O’Donovan and Barry O’Connor.

Heartiest congratulations to Prof Fergal Malone on 
his elevation to Master of the Rotunda Hospital. Dun 
Laoghaire Branch members are excited following 
Fergal’s recent performance on the Late Late Show and 
his pride in declaring that he was the son of a Garda. 
    His father, Des and his mother, Bridget can be justly 
proud of their high achieving and well-grounded son. 
Des, is a retired Chief Superintendent and loyal GSRMA 
member of Dun Laoghaire Branch. Many retired 

members benefited from classes he organised in the 
DMA to assist members when preparing for promotion 
examinations.
    Monthly Meetings: Dun Laoghaire Branch 
Committee extends a special welcome to all retired 
Gardaí to attend their monthly meetings at Baker’s 
Corner, which take place on the first Tuesday of each 
month @ 11am. For further information contact Eamon 
Hession (Branch Secretary) on 085-2320747.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH

    Our hotel (on BB&D basis) will be at An Grianán 
Hotel in Burt. On Tuesday we travel the short 
distance to visit the walled city of Derry, which was 
the first UK City of Culture in 2013. Wednesday, it will 
be homeward bound with stops in Enniskillen and the 
Tullamore Dew Visitor Centre. Our tour concludes an 
evening dinner at the Anner Hotel in Thurles. 
    Cork City AGM: With the largest attendance ever 
and seconds to go before the start of the AGM, it was 
realised that something was missing. The minute-
book which contained four pages of script from the 
previous AGM was seven miles away in Ballincollig. 
The problem was sorted by having the full minutes 
of the 2015 AGM read and relayed by mobile phone 
loudspeaker. A huge ‘bualadh bos’ immediately 
followed for the lady who came to our rescue.
    Coffee Morning for Culann Cashman: Twenty 
retired colleagues attended a coffee morning at 
Anglesea Street Station on 3 February, while others 
sent donations to support. It was in aid of Culann 
Cashman, a three-year old (triplet) who was born with 
cerebral palsy and unable to walk. 
    Garda Garry Cashman and his wife Yvonne are 
hopeful that they will raise €75,000 for Culann’s 
operation in Leeds Hospital, which is not covered by 
HSE.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Willie McGee, Kildare North GSRMA member, 
is making a good recovery at home after 
suffering a stroke in November 2015. The 
GSRMA wishes him a speedy recovery and 
thank him for sharing a poster that greeted 
him when he became a patient in a high 
dependency ward at the Mater Hospital.
    Willie noticed the poster on his bedside 
locker a day after he suffered a stroke, luckily 
enough at his home, and his wife had the 
foresight to phone an ambulance. Her quick action 
(against the wishes of someone who did not want an 
ambulance arriving at his home) played a very important 

part in getting immediate medical attention and as a 
result, Willie is now enjoying life again. His message to 
everyone is simple ‘Remember, when stroke strikes, act 
FAST and note what these letters represent’.

KILLARNEY-CAHIRCIVEEN BRANCH
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave, guest speaker at 
the AGM in the Killarney Oaks Hotel on 2 February, 
presented Long Service GSRMA Certificates to Mick 
Long and John A. O’Sullivan. The Killarney Branch 
has organised the following outings and activities:
    Thursday 12 May: Ross Castle at 10am will 
be the meeting place for a boat trip on the Lakes, 
followed by walk via the Gap of Dunloe and then a 
meal in Kate Kearney’s Cottage.
    Thursday 2 June: A train journey to Phoenix Park 
Garden Exhibition will depart Killarney at 6.30am.
    First Thursday of the Month: Coffee mornings take 
place at Muckross House Restaurant @ 11am. For 
details contact Jim Casey (secretary) on 
086-3616477 or Pat Lehane on 086-8139416.

Pictured at the presentation of GSRMA Certificates in Killarney 
were (l-r): Jim Casey (Branch Secretary), Mick Long, John A 
O’Sullivan, and GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave. (Photo courtesy 
of Pat Lehane, Killarney Branch)

KILDARE NORTH BRANCH

KILKENNY BRANCH
A total of 23 retired members attended 
the Kilkenny Branch AGM at the 
Clubhouse Hotel in Kilkenny on 29 
January. The meeting outlined various 
events organised during past year and 
asked for ideas for social events in 
coming year. Tom Millar from Wexford 
Branch attended in the absence of 
GSRMA General Secretary, Paschal 
Feeney. All wished Paschal a speedy 
recovery to good health.
    In June 2015 a group of 15 members 
went on a tour to New Ross and visited 
the Dunbrody Famine ship. This was a 
wonderful experience. We then went on a boat trip up 
the river and had afternoon tea on the boat. It was a 
glorious day that everyone enjoyed.
    In August 2015 a group of 16 visited Glendalough, 
stopping for lunch in Woodenbridge Golf Club. 

Pictured at Kilkenny Branch AGM (l-r): Ned Whelan, Tony Canny and Pat Murphy. 
(Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford)

Everyone enjoyed a relaxing couple of hours in 
Glendalough and as usual the weather obliged.
    Christmas lunch in Mount Juliet Hotel was attended 
by 36 patrons, who sat in front of blazing fires drinking 
mulled wine, which really set a relaxing atmosphere 
for telling yarns and reminiscing.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

MULLINGAR BRANCH
On Wednesday morning 16 September 2015, 
a group of 24 set off by bus for a three-day trip 
to Waterford and Wexford. First stop was at the 
Springhill Court Hotel, Kilkenny for a light lunch 
before moving to visit the JFK Memorial Park, near 
New Ross. 
    Everyone enjoyed a few hours touring the 
Arboretum by a very pleasant guide informing us 
about the various species of trees, writes Susan 
Finnerty, Branch Treasurer.
    We travelled on to Waterford where we checked 
into the Tower Hotel for two nights. Some went for 
a walk about the city while others relaxed before 
dinner at 7p.m.
    On Thursday we did a tour of Mahon Falls in the 
Comeragh Mountains. We had lunch in Lismore and 
visited Dungarvan Castle which was very interesting 
and had a lot of Military History attached to it. Then 
back to the hotel for dinner.
    On Friday morning we checked out of the Hotel 
and set sail for home again via the East Coast. We 
stopped in Wexford for a short while, then continued 
on to Avoca, visiting the Weaving Mill and had lunch 
there. We then went to Bray where we stretched our 
legs on the Promenade. 
    On the last leg of our trip we drove to Maynooth 

for a very pleasant dinner in the Glenroyal Hotel 
(members pictured outside the hotel).
    We had a very enjoyable stay at the Tower Hotel 
in Waterford where we got excellent service. Meals 
were first class with music provided each night. Our 
bus driver Gerry was very informative. Passing an old 
churchyard, he drew our attention to the fact that the 
inventor of the crossword was buried there. 
    If we entered the graveyard and went three down 
and four across we would find him. With perfect 
weather in the sunny south east the Mullingar group 
enjoyed a wonderful trip.

ROSCOMMON BRANCH

Last year, a group of 19 members headed off to 
Dublin for a very enjoyable day. First they went to 
Croke Park Stadium & Museam, where their guide 
was Tyrone native Marin O’Neill. Afterwards, the 
group travelled to Glasnevin Cemetery & Museum 
where once again they were treated to a very 
interesting and historic tour. On the way home, they 
stopped-off at The Bridge House Hotel in Tullamore 
for an enjoyable meal.

Members of the Roscommon Branch pictured at Croke Park (l-r): 
James Raftery, Michael Raftery, John Cooney, Willie Gallagher, 
Nicholas Scanlon, Tom O’ Connor, Billy Hennelly, Jim Conlon, Mary 
McDermott, Michael McNeela, Bill Cunningham, Basil Johnson, 
Oliver Dempsey, Tom Commons, Alex Dempsey, John Hynes, John 
Cawley, Tom Coen, Matt Griffin. (Photo courtesy of Billy Hennelly, 
Roscommon Branch)

THURLES BRANCH 
Many retired colleagues, including Garda widows, attended a Mass of Remembrance, which was celebrated at 
Thurles Garda Station on 17 December 2015 by Rev Mgr Maurice Dooley. The celebrant’s late father (Tim) served 
for many years as a Divisional Clerk in Thurles Garda Station. Pat Harrington, GSRMA Branch Chairman, paid 
tribute to the Garda Divisional & District Officer for organising the annual mass. He gave special praise to the 
wonderful work of the catering committee at Thurles Garda Station.
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For more information visit www.centra.ie or follow us on Twitter & Facebook

463 Stores 
Nationwide

e2.1 Million Raised for  
Action Breast Cancer

 Over e240 million  
|nvested Locally Yearly

Sponsor of Meath 
Garda Youth Awards

Employing 
11,000 people 

Serving 3 million  
Customers Per Week  

1,400 Small Local  
Suppliers

At the heart 
of local 
communities, 
Centra stores are 
independently 
owned and 
operated by local 
people.  

Centra is 
Ireland's leading 
convenience retail 
group.  We are 
committed to the 
traditional values 
of good fresh foods 
and excellent 
services.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

On 20 November 2015 the Naas 
Branch held its annual Mass and 
Christmas dinner in the Royal Curragh 
Golf Club. The event was very well 
attended and after months of planning 
the branch committee were very 
pleased with the turnout. 
    The evening began with Mass 
celebrated by Fr Ralph Egan and we 
deeply appreciate his effort to once 
again be part of our evening. Dinner 
was delicious with excellent choices 
and great service. Entertainment on the 
night was provided by a group called 
Solitaire and the consensus was an 
excellent choice as the dancers were 
on the floor from the first tune until the 
national anthem. 
    A super raffle was also part of the evening with 
over thirty prizes won. Some of our members did their 
party piece and we have some great talent here in 
Naas Branch. 
    Since the event was so successful it’s proposed 
that it shall again be in the same venue for our 
dinner in 2016 and we looking forward to even bigger 
numbers attending.
    Coffee Mornings: Our regular coffee mornings are 
continuing with great support, perhaps if you know 
any members, please encourage them to come along. 
It is a lovely way to meet people and socially interact. 
Let this be the year we make better efforts to reach 
out to our fellow members who may be lonely and be 
happy to get out of their homes for a few hours and 
a little break. We look forward to seeing some new 
faces and everyone will be made feel at home and 
amongst friends. 
    Bowling: Ten pin bowling continues to gain 
popularity with wonderful attendance every 

Wednesday. Make this your year to become a bowler, 
no skills required just come along even if it is only for 
a chat and an outing to get a bit of light exercise and 
meet new people.
    Plans and Events: The branch committee is 
planning events for the year ahead. You will receive 
web texts of all upcoming dates and outings. Make 
sure we have your correct mobile number.
    Book Launch: Wednesday 28 October 2015 
was a memorable day for Tom Connolly of the Naas 
Branch with the launch of his book of memoirs as a 
detective superintendent by former Justice Minister 
Michael McDowell.
    In the book he recalls cases he was involved in, 
such as disarming a gun man at Punchestown Races, 
and he subsequently received a Gold Scott Medal for 
Bravery for his efforts. He was joined on the occasion 
by his family and former colleagues. 
    Entitled ‘Detective: A Life Upholding the Law’ the 
book is on sale at Barker & Jones Bookshop in Naas 
plus many other shops and can also be ordered 
online at www.obrien.ie

NAAS BRANCH

Pictured at the Naas Branch AGM on 29 April 1988 were (l-r): Jim Fitzgerald 
(secretary), Michael Enright (chairman), Don Spillane (general secretary), and guest 
speaker Supt Martin Halloran, Naas. (Photo courtesy of Marie Roche, Naas Branch)

HOME & CAR INSURANCE SCHEME
Halligan Insurances, 16-17 Lower O’ Connell 
Street, Dublin 1 (Tel: 01-8797100), continues 
to provide a special discount to all GSRMA 
members and their families on home and car 
insurance policies. 
    A personal service and professional insurance 
advice is offered to all GSRMA members, and the 
company’s portal on www.gardaretired.com will 
provide GSRMA members with an instant 
no-obligation home insurance quotation.
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There’s
a new force in the 
mortgage market

We are proud to say that St. Raphael’s is the first 
credit union to offer mortgages. Now, instead of having 
to go to a high street bank, you can go to your very 
own credit union. So whether you are 
buying your first home, moving house 
or just want to move your mortgage 
from a bank, come and talk to us. Our 
team of experts are ready to lend up 

to €300,000 for terms of up to 25 years - and you get 
FREE Life Cover too! St. Raphael’s has come a long way 
in the last 50 years and this is another big step in the 

provision of full financial services for our 
members.  You have every reason to be 
proud - it’s your credit union. For more 
information, call our team of experts 
today on 0818 247 365.

Representative example:
€200,000 loan repayable over 240 months.

240 monthly payments of €1,185.78.
Rate of interest 3.75% variable. Representative 3.82% APR*.

Total cost of credit/Total amount repayable €284,586.39

Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. You must be a member of St. Raphael’s for at least 12 months. Credit is only available to persons aged 18 or 
over. Loans are subject to repayment capacity and financial status. Security may be required. Loans can be repaid weekly/monthly. Rates and repayments 

are correct as at February 2016. St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. *APR means Annual Percentage Rate.

Warning - If you do not meet the repayments on your credit agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit 
rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future. Your home is at risk if you do not keep up payments on a mortgage or 

any other loan secured on it. The payment rates on this house loan may be adjusted by the lender from time to time.

BY PHONE CALL IN ONLINE

0818 247 365 www.straphaelscu.ie

APPLY NOW.
VARIABLE (3.82% APR*)

St. Raphael’s
GARDA CREDIT UNION

YOUR FINANCIAL FORCE

Web: www.straphaelscu.ie
Phone: 0818 24 7 365 or 01-4273900

Email: enquiries@straphaelscu.ie



When you bring a new energy supply into a region, things change for the better. Take County  
Meath, where more high-tech industries can now locate - creating growth and prosperity in  
local communities.

This in turn, creates the perfect environment for new businesses like ‘Kids Cook’ in Clonee.  
A cookery and baking school for kids teaching them about food and nutrition. 

In less than two years, ‘Kids Cook’ has gone from a start-up idea to a flourishing business,  
in a region enjoying greater prosperity and a growth in population.

At EirGrid, we too believe that when you invest in the next generation, you’re investing in  
a better future. By putting the right energy supply in place, we want to see every part of  
Ireland share in that success. 

We had the idea of a cookery school for kids,
now we’re teaching 1,500 kids a month.

www.eirgrid.com

How did that happen?

The current. The future.

‘Kids Cook’,  
Clonee,  
Co. Meath.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

At the end of 2015, Wexford branch 
members attended mass for deceased 
members in each district.   Supt. Liam 
White arranged the Enniscorthy mass 
in the Garda station and it was con- 
celebrated by Fr. Sean Gorman, a son 
of deceased Garda John Gorman of 
Enniscorthy station and Rev. Robert 
Stotesbury, Church of Ireland and a 
former member of the local station party, 
prior to his retirement.  Refreshments 
were provided after the mass.
    Some of our retired members are 
really enjoying bowling nights which have 
resumed and are very popular   Coffee 
morning are being arranged in each 
district and after our AGM the committee 
will set out plans for outdoor activities 
over the coming months.  
    The Croke Park tour is among the 
venues being looked at and the races at 
Gowran Park will also be on the agenda. 
As the weather improves a number of walking tours will 
be arranged together with other trips.
    In early January Wexford Town branch members 
Tom Aherne and Joe McCarthy received their ‘Seanna 
Ghael’ awards to mark their participation with Wexford 
GAA clubs during their service. These awards are 
presented to former players on reaching the 70 years of 
age mark. 

    Between 60 and 70 members in Wexford are 
presented with awards each January and those who 
receive awards are welcome to attend the function on 
any following year. 
    Light refreshments are provided at the event which 
is held in the Ferrycarrig Hotel in Wexford and each 
recipient receives their award jointly from the Bishop 
of Ferns and the President of the GAA or if he cannot 
attend, by the Chairman of the Leinster Council.

WEXFORD BRANCH

Retired Gardaí presented with Seanna Gheal Awards are joined by former colleagues 
and previous award recipients John Kennedy and George Rankin. Pictured (l-r): Joe 
McCarthy (recipient), John Kennedy, Tom Aherne (recipient), and George Rankin. 
(Photo courtesy Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch)

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 2016
The Editorial Board will run the Short Story Competition during 2016. Competition entrants will be required to 
submit a story of 2,000 words (maximum). There will be a substantial prize fund of €2,500; 1st Prize = €1,500, 
2nd Prize = €500, 3rd Prize = €300 and 4th Prize = €200. The prizes will be presented at a formal prize giving 
ceremony at the end of the year.

Guidelines/Rules for Entries:
• Competition is open to GSRMA members and spouses.
• Only one entry per person is permitted.
• Entries of 2,000 words (max) must be typed, on one side only, of A4 paper.
• Entries should be double spaced, in Font 12 point size.
• Author’s name and details should be entered on the accompanying entry form.
• Scripts will not be returned, authors are advised to retain a copy.
• The decision of the adjudication panel is FINAL.
• Submissions must be sent electronically to shortstory@gsrma.ie
• The closing date for submission is 5pm on Friday 30 September 2016. (NOTE: Late entries will NOT be 

considered).
• Prize winners will be published in the Winter 2016 issue of ‘Síocháin’.
• The winning entries will be published in ‘Síocháin’. A selection of entries may also be published in future 

issues of ‘Síocháin’.
• Members of the GSRMA Central Committee and their families are not eligible to enter the competition.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

GARDA RETIRED WEBSITE
The Garda Retired Website is updated daily 
with news items relevant to our members. 
Some articles are available on the homepage, 
but as the website develops, greater use will 
be made of the ‘Members Area’. To access this 
area you will need to register for a username 
and password. A total of 2,350 members have 
registered to date.
    Every quarter a draw is held to encourage 
those who made regular use of the ‘Members 
Area’.  Congratulations to Rory Flynn,Thurles, 
Co. Tipperary - the most recent winner of €50.

To read news item on the website log into 
www.gardaretired.com 

THREE MOBILE PHONE OFFER
To date over 400 
members have 
availed of an 
exclusive ‘Three’ 
mobile deal for 
GSRMA and 
family members. 
This special 
‘Three’ mobile 
deal has two 
tariff options – 
Talk and Text 
– at a monthly 
cost of €16.61 (VAT inclusive). The deal includes all:
• National landline calls.
• Northern Ireland landline calls, dialling the prefix 

048.
• National Republic of Ireland mobile network calls.
• Republic of Ireland SMS texts to all national 

mobile networks.

The Smarthphone option (monthly €28.91 rate, 
including VAT) includes all:
• National calls.
• Northern Ireland landline call dialling the prefix 

048.
• National Republic of Ireland mobile network calls.
• Republic of Ireland SMS texts to all national 

mobile networks
• One GB of data.

Visit www.gardaretired.com find the ‘Three’ Blog and 
click on the link for ‘Three’ phone offer. (NB: The 
smartphone on offer is subject to change, but check 
the current model at www.gardaretired.com. Phone 
01-6876019 to make an application). 

BALLINA BRANCH AGM
The AGM for the Ballina Branch will take 
place on Monday 21 March (@8.30pm) at 
the ‘Merry Monk’, Killala Road, Ballina, 
Co. Mayo. The Branch Committee extends 
a special welcome to all retired Gardaí and 
also to Garda widows who may wish to 
attend the meeting.
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Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology to improve the efficiency of freight 
journeys, lower operational costs and improve safety on our roads.

In a new development from the Egis Group 
in France, its fully-owned subsidiary Easytrip 
Services is offering global road transport and 
smart mobility services. With a background 
in road operations, road maintenance and 
international tolling developments, Easytrip 
understands the needs of the transport and 
mobility industry. Moreover, our over 30 years 
of experience within the heavy goods vehicle 
(trucks) and mass market (light vehicles) 
industry has helped us to become a world 
class leader providing services such as toll 
solutions, tax refund, excise duty refund 
service, and ferry, rail 
and tunnel bookings.

Through its organisation 
of international and local 
subsidiaries, Easytrip is 
addressing a wide range 
of different markets with 
the focus on business-to-
business and business-
to-customer services. 
It has capitalised on 
its valuable customer 
knowledge, technical 
expertise and developed 

competencies in customer relationship 
management.

Because of fast-growing markets and the 
increase of the speed of changing business 
models, Easytrip also created the ability to work 
with integrated partnership environments, 
hence enlarging not only our scope of service 
but also strengthening competitive values.  
Easytrip Services is recognised as a leading 
player in the sector and is present across the 
whole value chain of road services.
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In a new development from the Egis
Group in France, its fully-owned
subsidiary Easytrip Services is offering
global road transport and smart mobility
services. With a background in road
operations, road maintenance and
international tolling developments,
Easytrip understands the needs of the
transport and mobility industry.
Moreover, our over 30 years of
experience within the heavy goods
vehicle (trucks) and mass market (light
vehicles) industry has helped us to
become a world class leader providing
services such as toll solutions, tax
refund, excise duty refund service, and
ferry, rail and tunnel bookings. 

Through its organisation of international
and local subsidiaries, Easytrip is
addressing a wide range of different
markets with the focus on business-to-
business and business-to-customer
services. It has capitalised on its

valuable customer knowledge, technical
expertise and developed competencies
in customer relationship management. 

Because of fast-growing markets and the
increase of the speed of changing
business models, Easytrip also created
the ability to work with integrated
partnership environments, hence
enlarging not only our scope of service
but also strengthening competitive
values.  Easytrip Services is recognised
as a leading player in the sector and is
present across the whole value chain of
road services.

Connected vehicles
Since 2010, Easytrip has conducted a
profound market research programme in
Europe about the development of the
automotive industry and data
connectivity coming into the vehicles.

The emerging trend is clear: the internet
will accelerate businesses, creating more
value to fleet managers and end users.
The focus of our market research was on
all stakeholders in the transport industry
who have an important role in the
mobility transport chain in Europe.

Assiduous studies of markets like fleet
telematics, roadside assistance, pay-as-
you drive and pay-as-you-behave
insurances, combined with upcoming
government mandates related to
centralisation of in-vehicle technology,
the obligation of care of your fleet users
and the overall safety of drivers (i.e.
Ecall), completed our vision on how to
further strengthen the strategy for the
future.  

By aggregating the Easytrip Services
with the best in fleet telematics, Easytrip
developed a unique offer for the
transport and mobility industry. Not only

A better drive
with Egis
Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology
to improve the efficiency of freight journeys,
lower operational costs and improve safety on
our roads.
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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For more information on Easytrip Services, please contact 
Marcel van Empel via email: marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr 

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be contacted as follows:
Unit 24, Northwood House Northwood Business Park Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200, Email: information@egis.ie, Web: www.egis.ie



Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology to improve the efficiency of freight 
journeys, lower operational costs and improve safety on our roads.

In a new development from the Egis Group 
in France, its fully-owned subsidiary Easytrip 
Services is offering global road transport and 
smart mobility services. With a background 
in road operations, road maintenance and 
international tolling developments, Easytrip 
understands the needs of the transport and 
mobility industry. Moreover, our over 30 years 
of experience within the heavy goods vehicle 
(trucks) and mass market (light vehicles) 
industry has helped us to become a world 
class leader providing services such as toll 
solutions, tax refund, excise duty refund 
service, and ferry, rail 
and tunnel bookings.

Through its organisation 
of international and local 
subsidiaries, Easytrip is 
addressing a wide range 
of different markets with 
the focus on business-to-
business and business-
to-customer services. 
It has capitalised on 
its valuable customer 
knowledge, technical 
expertise and developed 

competencies in customer relationship 
management.

Because of fast-growing markets and the 
increase of the speed of changing business 
models, Easytrip also created the ability to work 
with integrated partnership environments, 
hence enlarging not only our scope of service 
but also strengthening competitive values.  
Easytrip Services is recognised as a leading 
player in the sector and is present across the 
whole value chain of road services.
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In a new development from the Egis
Group in France, its fully-owned
subsidiary Easytrip Services is offering
global road transport and smart mobility
services. With a background in road
operations, road maintenance and
international tolling developments,
Easytrip understands the needs of the
transport and mobility industry.
Moreover, our over 30 years of
experience within the heavy goods
vehicle (trucks) and mass market (light
vehicles) industry has helped us to
become a world class leader providing
services such as toll solutions, tax
refund, excise duty refund service, and
ferry, rail and tunnel bookings. 

Through its organisation of international
and local subsidiaries, Easytrip is
addressing a wide range of different
markets with the focus on business-to-
business and business-to-customer
services. It has capitalised on its

valuable customer knowledge, technical
expertise and developed competencies
in customer relationship management. 

Because of fast-growing markets and the
increase of the speed of changing
business models, Easytrip also created
the ability to work with integrated
partnership environments, hence
enlarging not only our scope of service
but also strengthening competitive
values.  Easytrip Services is recognised
as a leading player in the sector and is
present across the whole value chain of
road services.

Connected vehicles
Since 2010, Easytrip has conducted a
profound market research programme in
Europe about the development of the
automotive industry and data
connectivity coming into the vehicles.

The emerging trend is clear: the internet
will accelerate businesses, creating more
value to fleet managers and end users.
The focus of our market research was on
all stakeholders in the transport industry
who have an important role in the
mobility transport chain in Europe.

Assiduous studies of markets like fleet
telematics, roadside assistance, pay-as-
you drive and pay-as-you-behave
insurances, combined with upcoming
government mandates related to
centralisation of in-vehicle technology,
the obligation of care of your fleet users
and the overall safety of drivers (i.e.
Ecall), completed our vision on how to
further strengthen the strategy for the
future.  

By aggregating the Easytrip Services
with the best in fleet telematics, Easytrip
developed a unique offer for the
transport and mobility industry. Not only

A better drive
with Egis
Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology
to improve the efficiency of freight journeys,
lower operational costs and improve safety on
our roads.

A
d

ve
rt

o
ri

al

2

tra
nsp

o
rt

re
p

o
rt

A
d

verto
rial

do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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For more information on Easytrip Services, please contact 
Marcel van Empel via email: marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr 

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be contacted as follows:
Unit 24, Northwood House Northwood Business Park Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200, Email: information@egis.ie, Web: www.egis.ie
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So far, you've helped us donate €1million to 3,500 local causes. 
That's 3,500 ways we're proud to be making a difference. 
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The job of the Garda is quite tough and extremely 
demanding, but it has to be done. The recruits go 

into it knowing quite well that this is not another source 
of livelihood. It is a challenging occupation that calls for 
bravery, determination and a fair amount of sacrifice.  
     As they strive to maintain law and order, the Gardaí 
often put their lives on the line. Since 2008 they have had 
to contend with cuts in salaries, closure of Garda Stations 
and an embargo on recruitment. These contributed to a 
reduction in numbers which created low morale in the 
force. Is it no wonder then that 450 members retired from 
the force in 2015?
     The Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
(GSRMA) welcomes these newly retirees into our 
Association.  Recently a GSRMA sub-committee ran a 
seminar in the Skylon Hotel, Dublin, at which 43 branches 
sent two delegates each. 
     The theme of the seminar was development, growth 
and expansion of the GSRMA. Such growth would 
be beneficial to members and will also create an even 
stronger voice for our Association when dealing with the 
Government and the various departments in relation to 
the welfare of all retired members of An Garda Síochána. 
The seminar workshops and discussions were facilitated 
by Paul Smyth who made the day informative and 
interesting.
     No other employees in the public service go to work 
knowing that they are likely to be assaulted, injured, 
maimed, disfigured or even murdered while at work than 
members of An Garda Síochána. 
     The incidents they must face and have experienced has 
left many members of the Force mentally, emotionally and 
psychologically scarred. The least that they should expect 
after spending all of their lives in the service of the state, 
having upheld their contract with a sovereign Government 
(which does not default), was a pension arrangement, 
which was a critical element of their employment. 
     They contributed to their pension at rates deemed 

to be appropriate by successive Governments. Garda 
pensioners do not receive the state pension, while their 
spouses or partners who worked in the home have no 
entitlement to the state pension derived from their retired 
spouse’s public service employment.

ALIENATED FROM GOVERNMENT 
The present reality, not surprisingly, is that very many 
Garda pensioners have become alienated from 
government. Given popular misconception about Garda 
pensions, they are perceived as an easy target. 
     They are now afraid that, in improved economic 
circumstances, the emergency powers will continue to be 
used into the future. This will, in effect, lead to a situation 
in which both retired and serving Gardaí will, de facto, be 
funding more populist financial relief measures.
     The amount of money deducted under emergency 
powers from the total public service pensioners, including 
Garda pensioners in 2015, is officially estimated to be 
€125 million. It sounds and is a lot to an individual, but 
in terms of the running of the state, it is by no means a 
huge sum. 
     It is only 0.2 per cent of the total state expenditure 
of €55 billion in 2015. In the circumstances, the longer it 
goes on, it becomes increasingly difficult to convincingly 
argue that the contribution from Garda pensioners is so 
essential to economic recovery that the continued use 
of the emergency powers against pensioners is either 
necessary or justified in the common good.
     Accordingly, in association with its partners in the 
Alliance of Retired Public Servants, the GSRMA will 
lobby the incoming Government to repeal the Financial 
Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (FEMPI) Act 
2015. 
     Members on the ground have a big role to play in 
this endeavour. At local level it is crucial that individual 
members and branches continue to apply pressure on 
their newly elected representative.

GSRMA PRESIDENT

REPEAL THE 
EMERGENCY 
POWERS NOW

In association with its partners in the Alliance of Retired Public Servants, the GSRMA 
will lobby the incoming Government to repeal the Financial Emergency Measures in the 
Public Interest (FEMPI) Act 2015, writes GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave. 



LIVING WITH DIABETES
SO, WHAT TYPE ARE YOU?

Many retired Gardaí will have worked 
years of shift work or desk work, which 
can impose health risks through unhealthy 
food choices and/or periods of inactivity. 
Dr Anna Clarke, Health Promotion and 
Research Manager with Diabetes Ireland, 
explains how to recognise and minimise 
health threats and to live well with 
diabetes.

It is never too late to consider your health. Retiring from 
the workforce offers an opportunity to review lifestyle 

and ensure your daily behaviours protect rather than 
hinder health. The healthier one’s body is, the better it will 
be able to protect itself from injury, fight off diseases and 
cope best with those already present. 
     Almost one in eight retired people will have Type 2 
diabetes but the remaining need to adopt similar daily 
behaviours to protect their own health. The management 
and prevention of Type 2 diabetes are the same – 
daily healthy eating, taking regular activity and taking 
prescribed medications.  Diabetes is the global epidemic 
of the 21st century and affects everyone, everywhere.
     Diabetes occurs when the body can’t produce or 
use insulin properly. Insulin is a hormone made in the 
pancreas. When insulin is not produced (Type 1 diabetes) 
or the body doesn’t use it properly (Type 2 diabetes), 
blood glucose levels rise. 
     High blood glucose levels can cause serious health 
problems including heart disease, kidney disease, 
blindness or nerve damage. Therefore, keeping blood 
glucose as close to normal (4-6 mmols) as possible is the 
key to good health. 
     When we eat, the body automatically produces the 
right amount of insulin to move glucose from the blood 
into our cells. In people with diabetes, the pancreas either 
produces little or no insulin, or the cells do not respond 
appropriately to the insulin that is produced.
     Glucose builds up in the blood, overflows into the 
urine, and passes out of the body. Thus, the cells in the 

body lose their main source of fuel even though the blood 
contains large amounts of glucose. 
     In Ireland, it is estimated that there are 225,000 people 
with diabetes but 25,000 of those may not yet know they 
have it. Both genetic and environmental influences appear 
to be important in the development of diabetes. 
     Although there is no evidence that Type 1 diabetes 
is preventable, it is clear that addressing weight issues, 
increasing physical activity levels and eating healthily can 
delay or prevent the onset of Type 2 diabetes and are the 
cornerstone of managing it when present. 

TYPE 1 DIABETES
Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune condition when the 
body's system for fighting infection (the immune system) 
turns against a part of the body. In Type 1 diabetes, the 
immune system attacks the insulin-producing beta cells 
in the pancreas and destroys them. The pancreas then 
produces little or no insulin. 
     To make up for the lack of insulin, people with Type 
1 diabetes need to take insulin daily to live, either by 
injection or through an insulin pump. To develop Type 

In Ireland, it is estimated that there are 225,000 people 
with diabetes but 25,000 of those may not yet know 
they have it.

HEALTH CHECK
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1 diabetes, a person must have the diabetes gene, be 
exposed to environmental factors and then be in contact 
with a trigger factor. The exact environmental factors 
are not currently known but dietary intake or physical 
inactivity are not thought to play a part. 

TYPE 2 DIABETES
About 90 to 95 per cent of people with diabetes have 
Type 2 diabetes, which usually develops gradually with 
few if any symptoms, in adults age 40 years and older. 
The pancreas continues to make insulin; however, the 
body does not use it effectively. 
     When Type 2 diabetes is diagnosed, the pancreas 
is usually producing enough insulin, but the body 
cannot use the insulin effectively, a condition called 
insulin resistance. After several years, insulin production 
decreases and the diabetes needs more support 
(medications) to keep the blood glucose levels in normal 
ranges. 
     About 80 per cent of people with Type 
2 diabetes are overweight, so if you do not 
yet have Type 2 diabetes and are carrying 
a few extra pounds, act today to reduce 
weight, get more active and prevent or at 
least delay the onset of Type 2 diabetes. 

GESTATIONAL DIABETES
Gestational diabetes, similar to Type 2 
diabetes, occurs more often in people who 
are overweight and have a family history of 
diabetes. During pregnancy, there are extra 
demands on the mother’s body, to balance 
the anti-insulin effects of pregnancy 
hormones and the additional weight gain 
of pregnancy. 
     Gestational diabetes disappears after 
delivery but the mother is at increased 
risk of getting diabetes in subsequent 
pregnancies and Type 2 diabetes later in 

life. Annual testing for diabetes is recommended and 
avoidance of weight gain. 

PRE-DIABETES
Pre-diabetes is a lesser degree of abnormal blood glucose 
levels (not yet at diabetes levels?) and is a major risk factor 
for cardiovascular conditions (more so than diabetes). 
     Not all people with pre-diabetes will develop diabetes; 
however, the presence of pre-diabetes indicates those 
people who would benefit from cardiovascular risk factor 
monitoring and lifestyle modifications.

SYMPTOMS OF DIABETES
Symptoms of Type 1 diabetes include extreme thirst, 
frequent urination, drowsiness or extreme tiredness, 
increased appetite, sudden weight loss for no 
reason, sudden vision changes, sugar in urine, fruity 
odour on breath, heavy or laboured breathing, and 
unconsciousness. These symptoms may occur very quickly 
over days and almost exclusively in younger people of 
normal weight and activity levels. 
     Symptoms of Type 2 diabetes include: any symptoms 
of Type 1; recurring or hard-to-heal skin, gum or urinary 
tract infections; drowsiness; tingling of hands and feet; 
itching of skin and genitals. Type 2 diabetes develops 
over years and many people will not notice the onset of 
symptoms. 
     Gestational diabetes is usually diagnosed through a 
routine blood test in the latter half of the second trimester 
or routine urine tests. 

HIGH RISK FOR TYPE 2 
The prevalence of Type 2 diabetes increases with age, 
carrying excess weight, being inactive and certain medical 
conditions or previously being diagnosed with elevated 

HEALTH CHECK

Regular blood pressure checks are necessary to staying 
healthy, even with diabetes.

Each person with diabetes should have four monthly reviews with 
their diabetes team.
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blood glucose level.  Log onto www.diabetes.ie/risk 
assessment and determine your own risk and actions to 
take.  

MANAGING HEALTH
Staying healthy even with diabetes means control of 
blood glucose levels, blood fats and blood pressure. Each 
is important but control of all three is essential to reduce 
your risk of future ill-health.  
     Many retired Gardaí will have worked years of shift 
work or desk work; both of these can impose health 
risks through unhealthy food choices or/and periods of 
inactivity. 
     For many people, the biggest risk is the risk of 
cardiovascular problems due to raised blood fats. 
Additionally you may have noticed the accumulation of 
fat around the waistline – another marker for ill health so 
take action today to reduce it. 
     The most important aspect is dietary intake, taking 
regular physical activity, taking medication and regular 
health check-ups to monitor any present or detect for 
conditions. 

THE ROLE OF DIET
A healthy balanced diet is one that all people ought to be 
eating. There is no such thing as a special ‘diabetic’ diet 
but guidelines on what is healthy eating for all people. No 
special shopping is necessary but it may be necessary to 
make adaptations. 
     For all individuals, regular meals are recommended 
as well as a healthy balanced diet, which is low in 
saturated fat, high in fibre, and includes plenty of fruit 
and vegetables. If you fast for a long period you are more 
likely to opt for quick-fix foods, which tend to be higher 
in fats and sugars. 

Healthy eating helps you get the correct amount of 
nutrients (protein, fat, carbohydrates, vitamins and 
minerals) to maintain good health
• Eat regular meals = a breakfast, lunch or teatime meal 

and a dinner. 
• Choose low fat dairy products, trim visible fat of 

foods, eat red meat two to three days a week only, 
poultry two to three times and oily fish twice a week 
– boil, grill or bake with no coatings and minimise 
sauces. 

• Choose hi-fibre options in starchy carbohydrates – 
flour, rice, pasta. 

• Eat at least five portions of vegetables and fruit daily. 
• Do not add salt to foods – use herbs and spices for 

flavour. 
• Reduce the amount of processed foods, thereby 

reducing saturated fat and refined sugar.

As well as eating the right foods, the amount you eat or 
portion sizes are equally important. If you take in more 
calories than you use up as energy, you will gain weight. 
In order to lose weight, you need to achieve a negative 
balance by either eating less or exercising more. It is 
generally recommended to both reduce intake and move 
more- see www.safefood.ie for more information. 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Everyone can move a little more and movement is good. 
Movement keeps the muscles toned up and helps the 
insulin you have to work more effectively. Even when you 
are sitting in a chair you can be exercising your arms, feet 
or head. Every little helps. 
     Aim to have 30 minutes of exercise or 10,000 steps 
each day.  For most people this will be a brisk walk where 
you can carry on a conversation but still feel at the end of 

You may be asked to monitor your blood glucose levels 
to help you keep a track.

Gestational diabetes, like Type 2 diabetes, occurs 
more often in people who are overweight and have a 
family history of diabetes.
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the walk that you need a drink or a shower.  See www.
getactive.ie for more information. 

BLOOD GLUCOSE LEVELS
In addition to healthy eating and staying active, you may 
be asked to monitor your blood glucose levels to help you 
keep a track of your control (blood glucose levels) and to 
help you understand the effects of food intake and the 
effect of activity on your body. 
     Once a person is diagnosed with diabetes, one does 
not talk about normal blood glucose levels. It is more 
appropriate to talk target levels, which are decided by 
your diabetes team. To monitor control a person with 
diabetes should have an A1c test done four-monthly.
     This is a blood test that indicates diabetes control over 
the previous three months. Ideally, the result should be in 
the 50s with all levels over 60 needing diabetes control 
review.

DIABETIC FOODS
There is no place for foods that are labelled suitable for 
diabetics. These foods generally are low sugar but may 
have additional fats. Opt for the healthy choices or diet 
foods on the supermarket shelves. 

MEDICAL REVIEW
Each person with diabetes should have four monthly 
reviews with their diabetes team to include a yearly check 
on their overall condition. It is one of the most important 
elements of diabetes care. 
     There are no obvious symptoms to many of the early 
signs of diabetes complications but healthcare workers 
are trained to see early warning signs. High blood glucose 
levels over time damages the large and small blood 
vessels and nerves. This can cause; Heart attacks and 
angina, stroke, blindness, kidney failure, amputation, 
malformation in babies of mothers with diabetes and 
impotence. 
     Although diabetes cannot be cured, it can be well 
controlled and the risk of developing its complications 

It is recommended to eat at least five portions of 
vegetables and fruit daily. 

much reduced or their onset delayed. Regular check-ups 
are necessary so that problems are picked up and treated 
early. 
     Every person with diabetes is entitled to a free diabetes 
retinal screen (examination of back of the eye) annually. 
To register for yours visit www.diabeticretinascreen.ie. 

PERSONALITY TRAITS 
Research studies show that people with three common 
personality traits – control, commitment and challenge – 
do not suffer as much ill-health. Therefore, each person 
should try and develop these traits. 

Control: Plan your meals ahead and be prepared to shop 
healthily by making a list and sticking to it. Write out daily 
“to do lists” and prioritise what really needs doing.  
Commitment: Decide on a daily plan of activity that 
includes getting fresh air and stick to it for at least five 
days out of every seven. Manage your time and reduce 
the frustration of rushing at the last minute.
Challenge: Think of health as a challenge to be 
maintained. The challenge is in enjoying your food while 
controlling intake. The challenge is in setting yourself a 
realistic goal for the amount of activity you should be 
taking and finding the time to fit it into each day. The 
challenge is in anticipating “high” and “low” blood 
glucose levels and being prepared to take immediate 
action.

Congratulate yourself when a task is completed. And 
finally, don’t forget talk to other people about your 
life, share your feelings and your frustrations. You may 
discover that you’re not the only one having a bad day 
or feeling down. Let your family, friends and health care 
team provide support and guidance. 

For more information visit www.diabetes.ie or call 1850-
909-909. If you have diabetes, join Diabetes Ireland and 
get a free copy of ‘Diabetes Ireland’ magazine delivered to 
your door.

About the Author: 
Dr. Anna Clarke is 
Health Promotion and 
Research Manager 
with Diabetes Ireland. 
She has worked as 
a diabetes nurse 
specialist setting up the 
first private diabetes 
education service 
in Ireland. She has 
initiated projects to provide support for persons with 
diabetes and provided access to diabetes education at 
community level.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

TIME FOR SINN FÉIN TO KEEP THEIR DISTANCE

Dear Editor,

If I could refer to page 124 of the ‘Winter 2015’ issue of 
Síocháin and the photo sent in by JB Long of the Cork 
Coiste Roinne 1967 teams. 
In the middle row between John F. O’Brien and Moss 
Connor is an individual described as ‘unknown’. The 
person in question is Tim Sheahan, who in fact played for 
Kerry in the Munster final of that year and now lives in 
Glanmire.

Jim Sullivan,
Mayfield, Cork City.

Dear Editor,

Some people may be fooled by Ms Mary Lou McDonald and Sinn 
Féin being critical of the leniency of the sentence handed down to 
Pearse McCauley, following the kidnapping and brutal attack by him 
on his estranged wife (Ms Pauline Tully), in the presence of his two 
young sons.
Sinn Féin also alleged that they had distanced themselves from 
McCauley since the attack. However, it appears they only come out 
with such a statement when one of their own is the injured party.  
     How come they did not distance themselves from the same 
McCauley when he joined with others in shooting two members 
of the Gardaí, killing Detective Garda Jerry McCabe and seriously 
wounding his colleague Ben O’Sullivan in Adare, under the guise of 
what was alleged to be a post office mail van robbery?
     Not alone did they not distance themselves from McCauley in 
that case, but Sinn Féin TD Martin Ferris called up in a blaze of 
publicity to Castlerea Prison to collect the gang members on the day 
of their release, as if they were some kind of heroes. 

     Sinn Féin also did their utmost to have them released under the 
terms of the Good Friday Agreement. But for the determination of 
Jerry McCabe’s widow, I am sure the Government of the day would 
have consented to their release.
     When Ms Pauline Tully spoke out about the attack on her, a 
question was put to her on the radio regarding ‘Why she had married 
a man who had been involved in killing a Garda’. She used her Sinn 
Féin speak in replying ‘difficult things happen in war’. 
     As Adare, Co. Limerick, is in the Republic of Ireland and the 
two Gardaí were carrying out their duties as members of An Garda 
Síochána, maybe Ms Tully will answer the question ‘Who was Sinn 
Fein/IRA at war with, when they killed a member of the Garda 
Síochána in Adare?’
     The refusal to answer this question can only lead to one 
assumption, that Sinn Fein/IRA and Ms Tully regard members of An 
Garda Síochána as legitimate targets.

Tony Fagan, 
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford

‘UNKNOWN’ PLAYER IS NOW KNOWN! COISTE ROINNE MEDAL CEREMONY 
Dear Editor,

Your last edition featured a photo of Cork Coiste Roinne Medal 
Ceremony 1967; the person unknown second from left on the back 
row is myself Lorcan Burke (16245). 
     I left Cork in 1971, having been stationed in Mallow Road, 
Ballincollig and Passage West Stations. I later served in Granard 
for 16 years before moving to the Louth/Meath Division for my 
final eight years.

Regards, 
Lorcan Burke
Carlingford, Co. Louth.
 





The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor
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FRONTLINE OFFICERS PAY THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

TALLAGHT GARDA STATION BRINGS BACK 
MEMORIES

Dear Editor,

Please find attached a photograph 
of Tallaght Garda Station, but both 
the Garda members pictured and 
the year are unknown.
My father Ned Lafferty (10935E) 
now deceased, was stationed there 
as Sergeant-in-Charge in the early 
70s. Our whole family lived in the 
station until 1975 when we moved to an estate in the village, and from there 
to the Garda College in 1977 where my mother Peggy still resides.
     I myself have over 20 years’ service and am currently a Detective 
Sergeant in the Drugs & Organised Crime Bureau. Maybe some of our 
retired members would know who is in the picture.
     Your magazine is of great interest and reading to my mother and she 
certainly looks forward to receiving it every time. Well done.

Yours in Policing,
Ronan Lafferty (26231E).

Dear Editor,

Following the unfortunate death of Garda Golden (RIP), the article 
by Sarah Bandon, Political Reporter with The Irish Times, on 14 
January 2015, was kindly placed on the Members’ Area of the 
GSRMA website. It outlined the trauma faced by the survivors each 
time a Garda pays the ultimate sacrifice for protecting society. 
     I spoke with another retired Garda who is friendly with another 
such family and he also stated the article highlights their plight. 
Patrick McLoughlin was her grand-uncle. His widow is still alive 
having reared her family to prosper in life. I left a note for the author 
in the Irish Times and she rang me some time later. I explained the 
circumstances at that time in relation to the use and availability of 
phones by the public at Garda stations. 
     I respectfully suggest that the article be reproduced in the 
Siochain outlining the circumstances. Not alone will it be a tribute 
to the McLoughlin family but to several other Garda families who 
performed such public service at no cost to the State. 
The recipient of that free service over the years were the most 
disadvantaged. It was moral cowardice on behalf of the State he 
served to deem he was not on duty at the time of his death. 
     Many people today do not realise the privilege of having access 
to a phone in that era. I spoke to a West of Ireland retiree who told 
me of being awoken at 3am by a terrified couple. He put on his 
uniform and drove them to their respective homes.  On reflection 
decades later he placed himself in mortal danger as the suspect could 

have been waiting 
armed at either house. 
     It was normal 
then to deal with all 
problems in the Garda 
sub-district whether 
on or off duty. He 
stated the Garda 
Station was one of 
five phones in the 
village at the time. 
During my service right up to the time I retired, especially in cases 
of humanitarian help I found myself talking to a member’s family, 
having been given a home number from a District Headquarters. 
     When the Garda rang back the problem was dealt with without 
fuss even if the member was off duty.  This was never considered 
when the closing of Garda Stations recently took place. 
     The Memorial Day in Dublin Castle could also be included. 
Trusting my suggestion will receive consideration and a copy of 
Síocháin be given to the author who was brave enough to publish a 
very private matter. 
     The dedication to public service of these people should be 
cherished. 

Patrick Joseph McCarthy
Dublin North Branch.

TWO YOUNG GARDAI COME TO THE 
RESCUE

Dear Editor,

Recently I came across a copy of ‘Winter 2015’ Síocháin, 
which is an excellent magazine. Through it I would like to 
convey my thanks to two young Gardaí who came to my 
rescue on a wet 18 December 2015.
     I had a medical appointment in the sprawling Northwood 
Business Campus in Santry, Dublin. I got completely lost and 
was behind my scheduled time when I asked the occupants of 
a Garda squad car stopped at traffic lights for directions. 
     They were most helpful and went out of their way to get 
me to the required address. Seeing I was on foot they invited 
me into the car and carried me right to the door of the clinic. 
     This is a side of the community service provided by the 
force that is not often highlighted and to them please convey 
my very sincere thanks.

Yours truly,
James Fogarty, 
Thurles, Co. Tipperary.
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ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

THINKING OF BUYING 
A NEW CAR?
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PCP (Personal Contract Plan) has become a popular way 
to finance the purchase of a new car. It is designed to 

help car makers sell you a car now, and another one three 
years from now. If you are buying a new car it’s important 
to look at the total cost of the ‘deal’ offered by garage or 
dealership finance. 
     You cannot compare by APR alone because with PCP 
finance you are postponing paying a large portion of the 
price of the car for a number of years and, there can be 
fees and charges. The real cost of PCP finance is at the 
end of the term when you could lose thousands of euros 
on the value of the car. 
     Take a look at the following example where we 
compare purchasing a popular 4-Door 1.4L Diesel Family 
Car, On-the-Road Price €22,495 with PCP finance and the 
St Paul’s Car Loan Rate of 4.9% (monthly APR 5%).

In this example you save €2,140.33 with a St Paul’s 
Car Loan!
One of the big selling points of PCP finance is that at the 
end of the three years you have the choice to:
1. Pay the Balloon payment and keep the car.
2. Give the car back and walk away (you must walk 

because you don’t have a car!)
3. Give the car back and begin the process again with a 

new car, same make.

The big hidden cost of PCP finance 
is with the second and third options, 
as you are giving the car back 
to cover the Balloon payment of 
€8,098.20.

Similar three-year-old cars to the 
one in this example are currently 
advertised for sale between €14,900 and €16,500. So, 
you could lose between €6,800 to €8,400 in the value of 
the car; (Source: www.carzone.ie 03/11/2015)

Other Benefits of a St Paul’s Loan:
• Subject to T&Cs, the loan is insured at no direct cost 

to you. Other lenders may charge for this.
• Early payment is possible; you can make additional 

lump sum payments or increase your repayments 
without a penalty. Other lenders may charge you 
extra for paying them back faster.

• With a St Paul’s loan, you own your car from the 
outset, you can sell it or change it anytime you like 
and there are no restrictions as to what make of car 
to purchase next.

To calculate the cost of your loan or for more information 
visit www.stapaulscu.ie, call in or phone 021-4313355.

Dealer PCP Finance 
(Popular Car Make website 03/11/2015)

St. Paul’s Car Loan (monthly APR 5%)

Finance and Deposit are calculated on the full price – 
no discount. 
• €5,000 Deposit/Trade In, the balance to finance is 

€17,495.
• €9,396.80 loan which you repay by 36 monthly 

repayments of €322.64.
• €8,098.20 Balloon is due at the end of three 

years.

• You are a cash buyer and can negotiate a discount, 
often up to 10%.

• Here we will assume only a 5% discount and finance 
€21,370.25.

• €5,000 Deposit/Trade In
• €16,370.25 loan which you repay by 36 monthly 

repayments of €489.90.

Deposit/Trade In                €5,000.00 Deposit/Trade In                €5,000.00

Documentation Fees   €63.49 No Documentation Fees   €00.00

36 x €322.64 per month   €11,615.04 36 x €489.90 per month   €17,636.40

Balloon Payment                €8,098.20 No Balloon Payment   €0.00

Total Cost               €24,776.73 Total Cost                €22,636.40

Compare the cost of PCP (Personal Contract Plan) finance with a St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union Car Loan.

Loans are subject to approval. Terms & Conditions apply.
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd, Registered Office: Boreenmanna Road, Cork is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
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DEATH FLOWS 
THE NANIKEN 
(PART THREE)

The third instalment of the four-part 
series on Death Flows the Naniken of the 
murder of Garda Michael Reynolds from 
Clontarf Station on 11 September 1975, 
by George Langan.

Regular callers at the time included Sergeants Dan 
McHale and Noel Clerkin, Gardaí John Scully, Des 

Pringle, Paddy Malone and Paddy Boyle along with their 
wives all of whom became long term supporters of Vera 
and Emer. 
     Sgt Dan McHale said ‘Mick was very conscientious in 
his work but very generous to people in 
trouble. His death will be a loss not alone 
to his immediate family but to us all’.

VITAL CLUE
On Friday 12 September 1975, at 
another conference at Raheny station, 
Detective Inspector Hubert Reynolds 
handed Detective Garda Tony Hickey a 
contact lens holder that was found in the 
getaway car. 
     Insp Reynolds said that there was an 
expert optician based in the south side 
of the city who had helped the Gardaí in 
previous cases and who may be able to 
provide advice in this case. 
     After examining the trace of fluid 
from within the holder this man was 
able to tell that the case had contained 
what he described as a temporary 
lens. This lens could only be obtained 
on prescription and in his opinion the 
client would need to visit their optician 
regularly. 
     Tony Hickey reported back his 
findings to Insp Reynolds at the next 
conference. It was decided that every 
optician in the city and if necessary 
countrywide should be visited in an effort 

to identify the owner of the contact lens case.  Detectives 
Tony Hickey, Tom Dunne, John O’Malley and Pat Cleary 
commenced this task which eventually led to a significant 
breakthrough, which together with other enquiries led to 
a focus to the Raheny area of the city. 
     On the same day, as Vera received a gold medal 
posthumously for Michael, Tony Hickey was awarded 
the Scott medal for his involvement in the disarming of 
two masked men at Anamoe Post Office in Cabra, on 14 
February1975. 

STUNNED COLLEAGUE
Sgt Noel Clerkin, Mick’s Section Sergeant in Clontarf, was 
on his way home from a foreign holiday with his wife 

GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS
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Scott Medals Presentation at Templemore on 12 July 1976.
Back Row (l-r): D/Gda T. Connolly (Naas, gold medal) D/Gda Tony Hickey 
(Mountjoy, silver medal), D/Sgt P. Morgan (Mountjoy, gold medal), D/Gda 
M. Bugler (Bridewell DMA, bronze medal), Sgt M.C. Collins (Ballycastle, 
bronze medal) Gda John K. Connell (Bridewell DMA, gold medal) Gda P.J. 
Burke (Naas, silver medal).
Front Row (l-r): /Supt E. Kennedy, A/Comm Dan Devitt. Mrs Vera 
Reynolds, widow of Garda Michael Reynolds, ‘J’ District DMA (gold 
medal posthumously), Minister for Justice Patrick Cooney. And Garda 
Commissioner E.P. Garvey.
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Teresa. Coming through Dublin Airport Noel’s attention 
was drawn to a headline on a newspaper being read by a 
member of the airport staff.
     He froze to the spot on reading the headline that 
his friend and colleague Mick Reynolds had been fatally 
wounded the previous day.
     At a cabinet meeting in Dáil Eireann the Minister 
for Justice announced that a reward of £20,000 was 
being offered for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the murderers of Garda Reynolds. 

HOLDING BACK THE TEARS
A distraught Frank Reynolds stood motionless at Kilgerril 
cemetery. Speaking briefly to a reporter the 76-year-old 
father of Mick pointed to the grave where his son would 
be laid to rest the following day. 
     Said Frank ‘I remember him as a little boy in curls 
running around this graveyard. I can’t believe he’ll be 
going into that grave ahead of me’. Holding back the 
tears he recalled how when Mick was taking his mother 
to Dublin on her holidays he had asked him when leaving 
‘to be careful on the road and not to drive too fast’. Frank 
continued ‘he was always a good boy. 
     “Why do these terrible things have to happen to the 
best people? May God forgive those who killed him’ 

(Press Report: Friday 12 September 1975).

THE REMOVAL
On the evening of the removal it was Vera’s wish to 
see the body of her brave husband at Jervis Street. She 
remembers the white bandage around his forehead and 
recalls one of the nurses informing her that he was better 
off to die, such were the horrific injuries that he had 
sustained.
     Sgt Sarah McGuinness of Store Street accompanied 
the driver of the hearse for the entire funeral. From 
Mount Jerome Cemetery to Mount Argus the cortege 
was preceded by the Garda Band, conducted by Inspector 
Tommy Boyle. 
     A wreath that read ‘to Daddy from Emer’ placed by 
the side of the coffin was clearly visible as the hearse 
slowly made its way through the Church grounds to the 
front door where the Garda Chaplin, Rev Clarence Daly 
CP received the remains. 
     On Saturday 13 September 1975 thousands of 
mourners congregated at the Church of St Paul, 
Mount Argus, in Harold’s Cross for the 10am funeral 
mass. The Garda choir conducted by Maureen O’Reilly, 
whose husband Jack was a choir member, added to the 
solemnity of the occasion. 
     Fr Clarence in his homily said that Mick was a brave 
and dedicated man. He said a prayerful farewell, ‘in so 
far as feeble words could do so’, to Vera and Emer and to 
Mick’s parents and other family members. 
     A grief-stricken Vera wept uncontrollably as Garda 
Mick Lang gave a solo rendition of Nearer My God To 

Remains arrive at Mount Argus. Front right: 
Garda Aidan Forde RIP, Howth Station, on left 
Garda Seamus Donoghue, Raheny, with Garda 
Paddy Malone, Clontarf to his rear. Bobby Cleary 
Mick’s aunt to the rear left, and Sgt Dan McHale 
with white jacket behind Bobby. Mick’s brother 
John Reynolds is right of Bobby. (Copyright Irish 
Independent)

Thee. Thousands lined the route from Mount Argus to 
the Quays and beyond, on the way to Kilgerril Cemetery, 
outside of Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.

HERO COMES HOME
From early in the morning of Saturday 13 September 
all roads in the vicinity of Kilgerril in Ballinasloe were 
completely jammed with cars and trucks as thousands of 
people assembled awaiting the arrival of the remains of 
their friend and hero. 
     Local farmers opened their fields to facilitate the huge 
volume of vehicles that had assembled for the interment. 
As the head of the cortege neared the cemetery the 
Garda Band played the Dead March From Saul, Wrap 
the Green Flag Round Me and as they approached the 
cemetery Nearer My God To Thee. The coffin was carried 
to the graveside by six pall bearers, complimented by a 
guard of honour, all colleagues.
     Surrounded by family and friends a grief-stricken 
Vera stood at the graveside weeping irrepressibly still 
not believing what had happened to her courageous 
husband. 
     Supt Tom Goulding, who never left Vera’s side, did all 
he could to comfort and support her. After the prayers the 
last post and reveille were sounded by three buglers from 
the Garda Band and, in an emotional scene, the family 
surged forward to the coffin. 

VITAL EVIDENCE
At the public toilets on Marine Road, Dun Laoghaire on 
Monday 15 September, cleaner Christina Doyle was going 
about her daily chore when she spotted a laundry bag 
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Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave sympathises with Vera 
Reynolds at the Church of St Paul Mount Argus. 
Also pictured (l-r): John Reynolds, (brother of Mick), 
John O’Sullivan, (first cousin of Mick), Mick Sullivan, 
Bobby Cleary, (Mick’s aunt), Brendan Lynskey (cousin, 
partially hidden behind Bobby), Conor Cruise O’Brien 
and David Andrews. Officers at rear on left are TP 
Devane and Stephen Fanning. Officer with arms 
folded to the rear of Mick Sullivan is Joe McGovern, 
and to his left is James Murphy.
(Copyright Irish Independent)

from Terenure Laundry discarded in one of the cubicles. 
The bag contained paper cash bags bearing the Bank 
of Ireland logo, a jacket, a false moustache and two 
brown pillowcases inside one of which was £1 note. She 
contacted the Gardaí and handed over all the items. 

REWARD FOR INFORMATION PAYS OFF
The reward for information had started to pay off and a 
second vital lead came about the next day (Tuesday 16 
September) when a detective showed a man a picture of a 
woman whom they believed to be involved in the murder 
and robbery.
     This man identified the woman as Ann Finlay with an 
address at Ranelagh, but in fact this was an alias. The 
various strands of the investigation were now coming 
together and led to a focus on an address in Raheny. 
     Forensic scientist Dr James Donovan had taken 
samples of grit and debris from the getaway car and on 
subsequent dates he received exhibits from the Gardaí 
which were found in St Anne’s Park, the women’s toilet in 
Dun Laoghaire and from a house in Raheny. 

DAWN RAID
Evidence collected thus far and in particular the 
information received regarding the contact lens led the 
team of investigators to believe that some of the suspects 
may be residing at an address at the Grangemore Estate 
in Raheny. 
     On 8 October 1975 Supt Tom Goulding issued a 

warrant under the Firearms Act to search this house. 
Special Branch and local detectives led by Detective 
Inspectors Myles Hawkshaw and Hubert Reynolds 
included Patrick Byrne (who would later become 
Commissioner), Pat Culhane, Tom Aughey, Mick Drew, Joe 
Egan, Jim Grehan, John O’Malley and Garda Noeleen Firth 
among others, took part in a dawn raid at the house.
     Having gained access to the house they found on 
entering that it was unoccupied. Patrick Byrne along with 
two of his colleagues searched a bedroom upstairs and 
on placing their hands on the mattress found that it was 
still warm, an indication surely that it wasn’t that long 
since someone had slept or rested on it. They turned the 
mattress upside-down and underneath found a colt .45. 
     A thorough search of the entire house was carried out. 
Detective /Garda Byrne, who was nominated as the one to 
be hoisted up to inspect the attic, has told me ‘I suppose 
the excuse they had was that I was the lightest of the 
party, after all  and given the circumstances, who would 
volunteer or be brave enough to stick their head into the 
unknown environs of the dark attic’. 
     The following items were found – underneath the 
bed a large suitcase containing two bags of bank notes 
in both Irish and English currency, detonators that were 
stored in the hot-press along with fuses and pipe bombs 
and six sticks of gelignite that were stored in the bottom 
drawer of the fridge. 

DUAL INTERROGATIONS
Believing that the occupants would return in due course it 
was decided that one unit of the SDU party (nine officers 
in total) would stay in the house with the other Gardaí 
withdrawing to various vantage points.
     Unaware of what was lying in store for them two 
people – a man and a woman – entered the house with 
an Alsatian dog on a lead, having been walking in the 
locality, and were quickly surrounded.
     Patrick Byrne, who initially had taken up a position 
behind the door, had now proceeded to the kitchen. 
Along with Myles Hawkshaw and Pat Culhane, he 
shouted to the male to take his hand out of his pocket or 
they would shoot. 
     Myles, in his evidence to the subsequent trial, said that 
himself and Pat Culhane searched Noel Murray and found 
in his possession a handgun fully loaded and a match-box 
containing some bullets. 
     As a result of what was found in the search Noel 
and Marie Murray were arrested and taken to separate 
Garda stations; Noel Murray to Harcourt Terrace where 
Detective Inspector Ned Ryan and a team conducted 
the questioning, and Marie Murray to Ballymun where 
Detective Inspector John Finlay took charge of another 
team of interrogators. 

The fourth and final part of ‘Death Flows the Naniken’ will 
be published in the Summer issue. 
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DMP CASUALTIES
The Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) was an unarmed 
police force, and three of its members lost their lives 
through violence during Easter Week 1916.
*Constable James O’Brien (168B) a native of Kilfergus, 
Glin, Co. Limerick, was shot through the head in cold 
blood at the gateway to Dublin Castle in the first hours 
of the uprising on Easter Monday. He was on duty at 
the main Castle Gate and when he attempted to close 
the gates at the approach of the insurgents he was shot 
through the head. He was a Catholic. He was interred in 
his family burial plot at Kilfergus, Glin, Co. Limerick.

*Constable Michael Lahiff (125D) was on duty at the 
Grafton Street gateway to St Stephen’s Green also on 
Easter Monday and when he remonstrated with a group 
of insurgents entering the Green, with the intention of 
taking it over, he was shot dead. It is alleged that he was 

RISING REMEMBERED
1916

A BAD  
WEEK FOR 
POLICEMEN 
IN IRELAND

Easter Week 1916 was a disastrous 

period for policemen in Ireland, 

according to Donal O’Sullivan. In this 

year’s commemoration ceremonies, he 

says that very few tributes, if any, are 

likely to be paid to members of both the 

Dublin Metropolitan Police and the Royal 

Irish Constabulary who lost their lives 

whilst trying to keep the peace in Ireland 

during that week. 

shot personally by Countess Markievicz who would later 
rejoice at her ’achievement‘. Constable Lahiff was a native 
of Kilmurray, Co. Clare. He was 43 years of age and was 
a Catholic. He was interred in the DMP burial plot in 
Glasnevin.

* Constable William Frith (174C) was a native of Clara, 
Co. Offaly. He was 37 years of age and was a Protestant. 
He had 17 years’ service in the Force. While in his 
bedroom at Store Street DMP Station on 27 April he was 
fatally shot by a bullet, which came through the window. 
It was never firmly established as to whether the bullet 
was fired by an insurgent or by a member of the British 
Army. He was interred at Mount Jerome Cemetery.

RIC CASUALTIES
*Constable Charles McGee
The first RIC victim of Easter Week 1916 was Constable 
Charles McGee who was stationed at Gilbertstown, 
Co. Louth. On Monday 24 April 1916 he cycled to 
Castlebellingham on duty in full uniform and upon his 
arrival he found that the Dundalk Battalion of the Irish 
Volunteers had taken over the village. They had ‘arrested’ 
other RIC men stationed in the village along with a 
Lieutenant Dunville who happened to be driving through 
the village on his way to the Races.
    Constable McGee, along with the other ‘arrested’ RIC 
men and Lt Dunville were lined up by the Volunteers 
alongside a railing at the Dundalk end of the village. 
As the Volunteers left in the cars, in which they were 
travelling, they discharged a number of shots in the 
direction of the RIC men. Constable McGee was shot 
dead while Lt Dunville was badly injured by a bullet, which 
passed through his lung, but he survived his injuries.
    One of the Volunteer leaders – Sean McEntee – later 
served as a Minister in a number of Irish Governments. He 
along with two men – Frank Martin and a Denis Leahy – 
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were charged before a court-martial with the murder of 
Constable McGee.
    All three were sentenced to death but the sentences 
were later commuted to penal servitude for life for Sean 
McEntee and penal servitude for 10 years for Frank Martin 
and Denis Leahy.
    Constable Charles McGee (Warrant No. 66908) came 
from Innishbofin Island, Co. Donegal. He was 24 years 
of age and single. He was a Catholic and had four years’ 
service in the Force. He was interred in his family burial 
place at Gortahork cemetery in Co. Donegal.

*Constable Christopher Millar
When the 1916 Rebellion took place, a small contingent 
of RIC men was undergoing a course in instruction for 
potential military officers at Portobello Barracks in Dublin. 
    A detachment of soldiers from the barracks was 
directed on Wednesday 26 April to go to the South Dublin 

Union building, which had been held for some days by 
Irish Volunteers with a view to dislodging the rebels. 
A number of the RIC men on the course immediately 
volunteered to go in support with the military party. The 
RIC men were not wearing their uniforms.
    The doors of the building were locked and secured 
and the RIC men helped the military in breaking down 
the doors. A vicious gun battle ensued inside the Union 
building during which the RIC men distinguished 
themselves with their exceptional bravery. One of the 
RIC men was Constable Christopher Miller, who was 
permanently stationed in Belfast. He was fatally shot and 
other members were wounded.
    Constable Miller’s registered number was 63620. He 
was 30 years of age and he was a Protestant. He had 
served in Armagh and Kerry and in Belfast. He was single. 
He was interred in the cemetery attached to St John’s 
Hospital at Kilmainham.
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    It was an ironic twist of fate that Constable Miller is 
alleged to have been shot by Comdt Eamon Ceannt – the 
officer in charge of the Volunteers in the South Dublin 
Union - as he [Ceannt] was reared in an RIC barracks at 
Ballymoe, Co. Galway where his father was the head 
constable. Comdt Ceannt was later executed for his part 
as one of the leaders of the Rising.

*Sgt Thomas Rourke and Constable John Hurley
Friday 28 April 1916 was a black day for the RIC in Co. 
Tipperary. On the previous evening, Michael O’Callaghan, 
a creamery manager aged 32 years, employed at Lattin 
village outside Tipperary town called to see his father at 
Henry Street, Tipperary. 
    He was well known to be involved in Irish Volunteer 
affairs and for this reason he was accosted by a group 
of people who did not favour his activities. He fired his 
revolver in the air and the RIC was called to deal with the 
situation. He refused to admit the RIC to his father’s home 
and fired a number of shots through the doorway – one 
of which hit a young boy and injured his leg.
    A search commenced early the next morning for 
O’Callaghan and as a result of information received, Sgt 
Thomas Rourke (Warrant No. 56214) and Constable 
John Hurley (Warrant No. 67150) of Lisservenane Station 
in the Glen of Aherlow went to the farmhouse of Peter 
Hennessy at Moanrour, who was related to O’Callaghan.
    O’Callaghan was seated by the fire in Hennessy’s 

It is alleged that Constable Michael Lahiff was shot 
personally by Countess Markievicz who would later 
rejoice at her ’achievement‘.

At the time of his death County Inspector Alexander 
Gray (nicknamed ‘Baby Gray’ because of his boyish 
appearance), was in charge of Co. Meath RIC.
(Pic courtesy of Garda Museum & Archives)

kitchen.  When Sergeant Rourke asked him his name he 
just jumped up and pulled a revolver from his trousers 
pocket. He shot Sgt Rourke in the stomach. 
    Constable Hurley ran out into the farmyard but before 
he had time to draw his revolver O’Callaghan followed 
him and shot him in the back and then shot him twice 
in the head before he [O’Callaghan] ran from the yard. 
O’Callaghan made good his escape and despite several 
searches by the RIC he made his way to America later.
    Sgt Rourke lingered in agony for a few days and before 
his death he made a ‘Dying Declaration’ giving all the 
facts of the case. He was a native of Cork City. He had 
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22 years’ service in the Force and had served for periods 
in Cork and Kerry and in the Depot Reserve Force before 
transferring to Lisservenane as a Sergeant. He was highly 
regarded and respected by all who knew him. He was a 
Protestant and was interred in the grounds of the Church 
of Ireland church in the Glen of Aherlow with full military 
honours. He was a married man with no family.
    Constable Hurley, who died instantly in Hennessy’s 
farmyard, hailed from Castletownbere, Co. Cork. He was 
24 years of age and had three years’ service in the Force. 
He was a single man and was interred in his family’s burial 
plot at Castletownbere.

*Constable Patrick Whelan
In the early hours of Wednesday morning April 26 1916, 
a party of about 15 RIC members under the control of 
County Inspector George B. Heard travelled in a number 
of motorcars from Eglinton Street Station and they were 
accompanied by a number of soldiers from the barracks 
in Galway. They were ‘en route’ to investigate some 
suspicious activities reported from the Cairnmore area.
    As the convoy of vehicles approached Cairnmore Cross 
it ran into a detachment of sixty or seventy armed Irish 
Volunteers - some of whom were on the roadway while 
others were inside the roadside fences. The RIC/army 
party halted their cars and shooting started immediately. 
In the course of the shooting Constable Patrick Whelan 
was fatally injured and died a short time later from his 
wounds. County Inspector Heard was also injured by 
gunshot wounds but recovered later.
    Constable Patrick Whelan (Warrant No. 63409) was a 
native of Co. Kilkenny. He was thirty-four years of age and 
had eight years’ service in the Force. He was a Catholic 
and was buried in Bohermore Cemetery in Co. Galway. 
He was an exceptionally well-known and popular member 
of the RIC in Galway city and his funeral was one of the 
biggest ever seen in that city. He was buried with full 
military honours. 

*County Inspector Alexander Gray; District Inspector 
Harry Smyth and six RIC men
On Wednesday 26 April of Easter Week the Fingal 
Volunteers [North County Dublin] set out to create 
diversionary activity – distinct from what was taking 
place in Dublin city. They were under the leadership of 
Commandant Thomas Ashe, a Kerry-born schoolteacher 
from Lispole, Co. Kerry. The second in command was Lt 
Richard Mulcahy who later became Commander-in-Chief 
of the Free State Army and later served as a Minister in 
the Irish Government.
    Between 50 and 60 Volunteers in the party attacked 
the RIC stations at Swords and Donabate. No shooting 
took place at Swords but at Donabate the RIC party 
returned fire before they were forced to surrender. The 
few constables in each station were disarmed and their 
firearms were taken by the attackers.

District Inspector Harry Smyth was killed at the Battle of 
Ashbourne on 29 April 1916. 
(Pic courtesy of Garda Museum & Archives)

    On Thursday April 27 the Volunteers raided the 
unoccupied barracks at Garristown but there was no 
personnel or firearms in that building.
    Following the latter raid the Volunteers camped 
at Baldwinstown Bridge but in the early hours of 
the morning of Friday 28 April they moved camp 
to Boranstown, which was only about a mile from 
Ashbourne RIC Station.
    Ashbourne RIC Station was located on the main Slane/
Dublin road and about a half-mile north of Ashbourne 
village. It was a substantial slated two-storey building 
with four windows facing the front on the top floor. The 
ground floor had a front door and three windows. 
    The sergeant, his wife and family resided in a portion of 
the building. A hedge separated the front of the barracks 
from the main road. Sgt J. Tuohy and his normal station 
party consisted of four constables.
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    On learning about the activities of the Volunteers 
during Thursday 27 April word was sent to District HQ 
at Dunshaughlin and District Inspector McCormack, with 
two sergeants and five constables, went to Ashbourne to 
augment the RIC party in the early hours of the morning 
and remained in the station.
    The next day at about 11am [Friday 28 April] the 
Volunteers took up positions behind high ditches on 
either side of the road and commenced sniping at the 
barracks resulting in all the windows being smashed. 
    After some time the Volunteers demanded that the 
station party surrender but DI McCormack refused and 
told them that they would never surrender. Two bombs 
were thrown at the station but they exploded harmlessly 
in the open space in front of the station.
    At about 12.30pm the attack on the station eased off 
when all of a sudden a high concentration of rifle fire was 
heard a few hundred yards on the road leading to Slane. 

RIC REINFORCEMENTS
On receipt of the report relating to the Volunteer attacks 
on the stations on the days previous, County Inspector 
Alexander Grey arranged for police reinforcements 
to proceed to Ashbourne to support the local RIC 
contingent. The County Inspector himself took command 
of the assembled policemen who had come from different 
stations in the area. 
    Next in command was District Inspector Harry Smyth 
of Navan. The total party numbered about 50, including 
sergeants and constables. They augmented the few 

Head Constable William Rowe was the last RIC 
victim of Easter Week 1916.

motorcars available to them with other vehicles acquired 
from local businessmen including a motorcar belonging to 
the Marquis of Slane. All the vehicles with the policemen 
on board set out in convoy for Ashbourne.
    A rumour persists that as the convoy drew close to 
Ashbourne a man along the road told them that there 
were armed men on the road near Ashbourne but his 
observation was obviously ignored.
    The police party continued on and drove right in to 
the spot at Hammondstown town land where there were 
several armed volunteers inside the roadside hedges and 
even on the road itself. The entire RIC party was caught in 
a trap.
    The volunteers opened concentrated fire on the 
motorcars conveying the RIC men as soon as they came 
into view. The convoy halted immediately. When two of 
the occupants in the first car got out on the roadway one 
of them – Sergeant John Shanagher – was shot dead and 
fell into a dyke on the roadside. 
    The other man – CI Gray – was shot in the arm and 
injured. All of the policemen got out of their cars and 
tried to get shelter in any place that they could, but the 
situation was impossible as the Volunteers occupied any 
cover afforded by the roadside fences. A few RIC men 
took up positions behind and under their vehicles.
    Several RIC men were badly injured by the initial 
fusillade of shots from the Volunteers and some of the 
fatalities did occur at this time. The RIC men were totally 
exposed. The Volunteers called on the RIC to surrender 
but CI Gray refused to do so and instead urged his men to 
keep returning the fire. 

HANDOVER OF WEAPONS
A short time later CI Gray was again hit by sniper fire 
and injured in his arm and body. DI Smyth was wounded 
a few times but in trying to rally his men he led a group 
of sergeants and constables to a more advantageous 
position closer to the Volunteer positions. As he did so, 
he was shot through the head and killed instantly [he had 
been injured twice just before that.]
    At least two of the civilian drivers who had driven the 
RIC – one of whom was the chauffeur to the Marquis of 
Slane – were killed. A motorcar conveying tourists drove 
into the battle scene and two of its occupants were shot 
dead. A third man in that car made a safe getaway.
    The gun battle lasted for at least four hours by which 
time the RIC had expended all their ammunition. A 
Head Constable who was then the senior man in charge 
surrendered to Comdt Ashe and the RIC handed up 
their weapons. The entire scene resembled a battlefield 
when the shooting ceased. There were one or two dead 
volunteers and several seriously injured. There were 
several seriously injured policemen – many of them 
screaming with pain from their injuries.
    Lying dead on the roadway were Sgt Shanagher and 
Constables Hickey, McHale and Gormley. Sgt Young was 
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found lying dead behind a nearby house. The body of DI 
Smyth lay inside a roadway fence, while Constable James 
Clery died a short while later from his wounds.
    CI Gray was very seriously injured and he was attended 
to at the scene by Dr Hayes of Lusk who apparently was 
acting as medical officer to the Volunteers. Dr Hayes 
arranged to have the County Inspector taken by car to 
Navan Hospital but CI Gray succumbed to his injuries 
some days later. 
    To the eternal credit of Dr Hayes he also rendered 
medical assistance to the worst injured of the RIC men. 
The body of DI Smyth was taken to his home at Navan by 
a constable in one of the few undamaged motorcars.
    The bodies of the dead sergeants and constables were 
kept in the Asbourne RIC Station overnight before their 
removal on the following day to Navan for Inquests.
    During all the time that the bitter battle was taking 
place between CI Gray’s party and the main body of 
the volunteers, DI McCormack and his party remained 
confined in the station. Also confined in the station 
during all this time were Sergeant Tuohy and his wife and 
children

HOPELESS SITUATION
When the battle along the road ceased, a constable went 
to the station and informed DI McCormack that the party 
under CI Gray had surrendered and that there was a big 
number of RIC casualties. 
    On hearing this, DI McCormack realised that they 
were in a hopeless and helpless situation against superior 
numbers. He approached Comdt Ashe and surrendered 
and the arms and ammunition of the party who 
accompanied him. 
    Sgt Tuohy was permitted by the Volunteers to return to 
the station to his wife and children who had experienced 
a most traumatic long day while the station came under 
fire and bomb attack.

    Following the surrender of all RIC men 
their arms were taken possession of by 
Commandant Ashe and the Volunteers. Their 
personal belongings were not taken. It was 
acknowledged that Ashe and his officers did 
show humanity to the wounded RIC men –
giving medical preference to CI Gray –and 
permitted one of the motorcars to be used to 
take the body of DI Smyth to his home.
    The location of the battle was about 200 
yards from the RIC station and when it was 
all over the location had the appearance of a 
battle site with pools of blood, brain matter 
and makeshift bandages.

RIC FATALITIES
*County Inspector Alexander Gray was 
a native of Belfast where his father was a 

Presbyterian Church Minister. He joined the RIC as a 
Cadet and he had 34 years’ service in the Force. At the 
time of his death he was stationed at Navan and was in 
charge of Co. Meath RIC.
    He served as a District Inspector in Kerry, Armagh, 
Donegal, Roscommon and Kildare. He was married but 
widowed at a young age. [Readers of a certain age who 
studied ‘Peig’ will recall her account of ‘Baby Gray’ when 
he was a DI in Dingle and who then took a very active role 
on the side of the ‘gentry’ during the Land Wars of the 
1880s in that area.] He was nicknamed ‘Baby’ because of 
his boyish appearance.
    He succumbed to his injuries at Navan Hospital on 
10 May after every effort was made to save his life. 
After a Church service in Navan he was interred at Esker 
Cemetery at Lucan with his beloved late wife. His funeral 
was attended by Mr Chamberlain, the Inspector General 
of the RIC and a large number of RIC personnel. 
    Extensive tributes were paid to the memory of a 
fine police officer in several newspapers and in the RIC 
magazine of July 1916. CI Gray was the only County 
Inspector killed during the 1916-22 period.

*District Inspector Harry Smyth was a native of 
Hertfordshire in the UK and was a member of the Church 
of Ireland. He joined the RIC as a Cadet and his service 
number was 59040. He served as a District Inspector in 
Co. Offaly and at Naas before his appointment to Navan 
in 1915. His wife was from Co. Leitrim and they had four 
young children when he was killed.
    He died instantly from a bullet to his head as he was 
leading those under his command to a more favourable 
location to engage the Volunteers. His bravery was 
outstanding. After a Church of Ireland service in Navan he 
was interred at Ardbraccon Cemetery in Co. Meath.

*Sergeant John Shanagher joined the RIC in 1891 and 
his service number was 54677. He was a native of Co. 

British soldiers check vehicles on Dublin’s southside.
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Roscommon. He was a Catholic and unmarried. He was 
58 years of age. He was stationed at Navan station and 
prior to that he had served in Co. Sligo and in the Depot 
Reserve. He was with CI Grey in the first car of the RIC 
convoy and was killed instantly on leaving the car. His 
remains were removed to Strokestown for his funeral 
service and he was interred in the family burial plot at 
Killina cemetery.

*Sergeant John Young was stationed at Killyon RIC 
Station and was a native of Co. Cavan. His service number 
was 58036. In his early career he served in Armagh and 
Down. He had been promoted Sergeant in 1913 and was 
married. He was a Catholic. He was interred in St Mary’s 
Cemetery in Navan in the same grave plot as Constables 
McHale, Gormley and Hickey.

*Constable James Cleary was stationed at Moynalty, 
Co. Meath and he was a native of Co. Galway. His service 
number was 64900. He joined the RIC in 1909 and was 
single. He was interred in his family plot at Tuam, Co. 
Galway.

*Constable Richard McHale was stationed at Crossakiel 
and his warrant number was 67072. He came from Co. 
Galway and was only 22 years of age. He had three years’ 
service in the Force and was single. He was a Catholic. He 
was interred in the New Cemetery at Navan in the same 
grave plot as Sgt Young and Constables Gormley and 
Hickey.

*Constable James Gormley was a native of Co. Sligo 
and was aged 25 years. His warrant number was 66800. 
He was stationed at Longwood, Co. Meath. He was a 
Catholic and single. He had four years’ service in the 
Force. He was interred with his colleagues in the New 
Cemetery at Navan.

*Constable James Hickey was stationed at Kells, Co. 
Meath. He was a native of Co. Kilkenny. He was 60 years 
of age and was a Catholic. He had served as a Sergeant 
during part of his service. His service number was 54582. 
He was interred with his colleagues in the New Cemetery 
at Navan.

BATTLE OF ASHBOURNE
Apart from the fatalities arising from Ashbourne, 14 other 
members of the RIC sustained injuries of varying degree – 
some were very serious and required long hospitalisation.
    The Battle of Ashbourne resulted in one of the greatest 
losses of life by the RIC in any one incident. However, 
apart from a lot of local publicity, which the tragedy 
received at the time in Co. Meath, it never got the 
national publicity that it deserved. This was due to the 
total domination by the media of the events in Dublin 
during Easter Week 1916.
    Two civilians fatally shot during the gunfight –John J 
Carroll and John Hogan –were on holidays from England. 
They were unlucky enough to drive right into the ambush 
situation but their driver managed to escape. Both were 
interred in Deansgrange Cemetery.
    The civilian chauffeur employed by the Marquis 
Conyngham of Slane, who was driving one of the cars 
conveying RIC members from Slane, was shot and fatally 
injured and died a few days later from his wounds.
    One Volunteer named Crennigan was shot dead during 
the ambush while another named Rafferty died the next 
day from bullet wounds received. A number of Volunteers 
were injured.
    Comdt Thomas Ashe and Richard Mulcahy did not 
enjoy the triumph of Ashbourne for very long. At the end 
of Easter Week they surrendered to the British authorities 
following the surrender of Padraig Pearse. 
    They were both convicted before a military tribunal 
and were sentenced to death. These sentences were 
later commuted to life imprisonment but they were 
both released from prison during the General release of 
prisoners in December 1916.

RALLYING POINT
Thomas Ashe was committed to Mountjoy Prison in 1917 
for making seditious speeches. He went on hunger-strike 
and was removed to the Mater Hospital for treatment. 
While being force fed there he choked and died. His 
funeral – like that of O’Donovan Rossa’s two years 
previously – was used as a rallying point for Volunteers all 
over the country. He was interred in Glasnevin Cemetery.
    Richard Mulcahy went on to take an active part in 
the fight for Irish Independence from 1918 to 1922 and 
was elected to Dáil Eireann. He took the Pro-Treaty side 
and, following the death of General Michael Collins, he 
became Commander-in-Chief of the Irish National Army. 
He was a very dominant force in the new Free State 
Government.

Mount St Group (seated centre-Chief Supt Patrick 
Doyle). (Pic courtesy of Garda Museum & Archives)
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    On Easter Sunday 1959, President Sean T. O’Kelly 
unveiled a memorial adjacent to where the Battle of 
Ashbourne took place. It is a very impressive memorial, 
the design of which was evidently prompted by a poem 
written by Thomas Ashe.
    Entitled ‘Let me carry your cross for Ireland, Lord’, 
it commemorates the Volunteers who lost their lives 
nearby but like so many other such memorials, there is no 
mention of the ‘Other Irishmen’ who also lost their lives 
on the same occasion.

CORK STAND-OFF
In the early hours of 2 May 1916 a party of RIC men, 
under the command of Head Constable William Rowe 
of Fermoy, went to the farmhouse of the Kent family at 
Bawnard, Castlelyons, Co. Cork. 
    The Kent brothers were well known to be very active 
Volunteers. The purpose of the RIC visit was to seize 
firearms which were known to be in their possession and 
to arrest any one of the brothers who may be in breach 
of the law. The Kent brothers lived in a substantial two-
storey farmhouse with their aged mother.
    The ten members of the RIC surrounded the Kent 
farmhouse after being conveyed there in military vehicles. 
HC Rowe and a Sergeant went to the front door of the     
farmhouse and demanded admittance.
    They immediately got a defiant reply from inside the 
house and shots were fired at the police from upstairs 
windows. A vicious gun battle ensued between the RIC 
and the Kent brothers who remained in their house and 
kept firing for some hours after daylight. At an early 
stage, HC Rowe was shot dead. When this happened the 
RIC sent for military support to Fermoy military barracks.
    Thomas and William Kent were taken to the military 
barracks at Cork where they were court-martialled two 
days later. Thomas was found guilty and was sentenced 
to death and this sentence was carried out. William Kent 
was acquitted. Kent Railway Station in Cork is named in 
memory of Thomas Kent. 
    HC Rowe was married and had five children. He was 

a native of Co. Wexford and his registered number was 
52673. At the time of his death, the 49-year-old was 
stationed at Fermoy and was a member of the Church of 
Ireland. He was interred with full military honours in the 
Church of Ireland churchyard at Castlehyde near Fermoy 
town.

CELTIC CROSS MEMORIALS
Memorials – mostly Celtic Crosses – were erected at many 
of the graves of the slain policemen. These memorials 
were erected by relatives of the deceased members with 
the assistance of subscriptions made to the Irish Police 
and Constabulary Recognition Fund.
    Many of these headstones are in most cases hidden 
away in corners of graveyards throughout the country. 
They are in a shabby forlorn state as immediate relatives 
who would normally have attended to them are long 
gone to their Eternal Reward. 
    It would be a lovely gesture to have the headstones 
and graves of these brave men cleaned up and tidied to 
commemorate the centenary of their deaths in 2016.
All members of the DMP and RIC killed during Easter 
Week 1916 (with the exception of DI Harry Smyth) were 
born Irishmen. They all came from decent Irish families 
and were ‘the cream of Irish manhood’.
    It is somewhat ironic that six of the policemen who 
were killed were Protestant. All had chosen the DMP 
and the RIC as a career and they perceived their work as 
protecting the people of Ireland and faithfully maintaining 
law and order in the country. 
    This is what they were doing when murdered in cold 
blood during Easter Week 1916. It can be truly said that 
these men gave their lives for their country and that ’That 
they too died for Ireland’. 

May they Rest in Peace.

Dublin in ruins after Rising.

About the Author: Retired Garda Chief Supt Donal 
O’Sullivan is the author of ‘District Inspector John A. 
Kearney’ – who was RIC Head Constable in Tralee, 
Co. Kerry at the time of Sir Roger Casement’s arrest on 
Good Friday of 1916.

Easter Week’s Independent Edition.
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MICHAEL STAINES
THE REBEL 
COMMISSIONER

The role played by Ireland’s first Garda Commissioner, Michael Staines, in the Irish 

Volunteers from their foundation until the 1916 Easter Rising is analysed here by Joe Ward. 

He also outlines the part Staines played as Quartermaster-General in the GPO during Easter 

Week, and details his detention in Frongach Camp in Wales in the aftermath of the Rising.

On Easter Monday 24 April 1916 
Michael Staines played a prominent 

part in the taking of the GPO. 
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It is ironic that many of those who lit the flame during 
Easter Week went on to play prominent leadership 

roles in the early years of the fledgling state, One of 
these pioneers, Michael Staines, was primarily responsible 
for putting in place structures for a new police force 
and served a short period as Ireland’s first Garda 
Commissioner.
     The Easter Rising of 1916 was one of the major events 
of 20th century Irish History. It reintroduced the idea of a 
military solution to the Irish question after half a century, 
when non-violent avenues were being explored, such 
as John Redmond’s Home Rule Act and Arthur Griffith’s 
proposal for a Dual Monarchy.
     Irish public opinion, which was initially hostile to 
the Rebellion, changed in response to the leaders’ 
execution to one of public sympathy on account of their 
sacrifice. The years of turbulence that followed led to the 
establishment of the Irish Free State. 
     It is ironic that many of those who lit the flame during 
Easter Week went on to play prominent leadership roles in 
the early years of the fledgling state.
     One of these pioneers was Michael Staines, who was 
primarily responsible for putting in place structures for a 
new police force and served a short tenure as first Garda 
Commissioner from March to September, 1922, a period 
dominated by events surrounding the Kildare Mutiny.
     Michael Joseph Staines was born in Dublin in 1885 
and brought up in Newport, Co. Mayo, before returning 
to Dublin at the age of 17. He soon became involved 
in the Celtic Revival and was treasurer of the Colmcille 
Branch of the Gaelic League who used to meet in a hall at 
Blackhall Street. 
     On 23 November, 1913, Staines attended the 
inaugural meeting of the Irish Volunteers in the Rotunda 
Hospital and became a member that same night. He 
played an active role in the drilling and training of 
Volunteers over the next year. 
     Towards the end of 1915 he was selected as First 
Representative of the Dublin Brigade on the General 
Council of Irish Volunteers, which also included Padraig 
Pearse, Eamon Ceannt and Sean Mac Diarmada. 
     At this time he was employed by Henshaws of 
Christchurch Place, who were General Merchants and 
Gunsmiths, and through them and contacts with other 
gunsmiths he was in a good position to purchase firearms 
and ammunition.

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
In March, 1916, Staines gave up his job with Henshaws 
and took up a full-time post as Quartermaster General 
with the Volunteers, replacing The O’Rahilly who had 
resigned his position in protest against the plans being put 
in place for a rebellion. 
     The responsibilities assigned to Staines in his new 
position included the purchase and distribution of 
firearms, munitions and other implements, such as picks 

Michael Staines served a short period as Ireland’s first 
Garda Commissioner (March-September, 1922).

and crowbars, to the various Dublin Battalions and to 
certain country units, such as Cork and Galway. 
     Staines rapid rise to QMG has been attributed to his 
ability to secure munitions relatively easily through his 
contacts in Henshaws, while his brother Humphrey, a 
seaman, was able to smuggle weapons into Glasgow Port 
from America. These were subsequently smuggled into 
Ireland through a network organised in Britain by the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood. The failure to land arms on 
     Good Friday and the last minute cancellation by Eoin 
McNeill of the Rising planned for Easter Sunday left many 
Volunteers uncertain as to the future plan of action. 
     Sometime after midnight on Easter Sunday night 
Staines was summoned to Fredrick Street where he met 
Padraig Pearse and Mac Diarmada who informed him that 
the Rising was going ahead at noon.
     As the representative of the Dublin Brigade they 
wanted his consent for that plan of action. Staines 
consented to this request with considerable reservations, 
as he was concerned about committing men to an armed 
conflict, which he thought had little hope of success. 
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However, his agreement cleared the way for a rebellion in 
Dublin.

THE EASTER RISING
Michael Staines reported to Liberty Hall on the morning 
of Easter Monday 24 April, where he was met by James 
Connolly. He spent the morning loading ammunition into 
a cab and a motor car owned by The O’Rahilly. (He took 
part in the Rising despite his opposition to it and died in 
Moore Street later that week leading an advance party 
retreating from the General Post Office). 
     Just before midday, as Padraig Pearse led the battalion 
of rebels on the short journey from Liberty Hall to the 
GPO, bringing up the rear was Michael Staines seated on 
a cab filled with homemade bombs and ammunition.
     Going up Abbey Street the horse pulling the cab 
stumbled, which if it fell could have triggered an explosion 
which would have wiped out the entire group. Staines 
played a prominent part in the taking of the GPO, and as 
soon as the rebels had established their position inside, he 
got a group of men to unload all the ammunition into the 
Sorting Room at the back of the main office. 
     He led a group of men to clear the top floor which 
was occupied with staff, when they were confronted by a 
group of six soldiers who, having been hastily overcome 
by the rebels, volunteered to remain in situ where they 
were put in charge of the canteen. 
     Shortly after the occupation Staines went on to the 
roof where he hoisted the tricolour flag on the Henry 
Street corner of the building. He recalled that from his 
lofty position, he saw Pearse down below reading the 
Proclamation to a crowd in front of the building. Staines 
also hung the green flag with the harp from the ceiling in 
the ground floor office.
     Staines was in the GPO all through Easter Week, 
where he was busily engaged in ensuring that essential 
supplies were commandeered from suppliers in the Henry 
Street area. On Tuesday he sent dispatches to all O/Cs 

The Easter Rising of 1916 continues to be celebrated as 
one of the major events of 20th century Irish History.

throughout the city to enquire if food or ammunition was 
required but all had sufficient supplies. A party of men 
were detailed by Staines to make ammunition at the back 
of the Sorting Office which they did for the remainder of 
the week. 

UNDER CONTINUOUS FIRE
Early on Thursday the fighting became more intense as 
reinforcements of British soldiers arrived and kept the GPO 
under continuous fire from three sides, which kept Staines 
busy replenishing ammunition for the rebel defenders.
     At noon the enemy began to shell the post office from 
the gunboat ‘Helga’, which caused many of the buildings 
in Sackville Street to catch fire. Staines recalled: “The heat 
from the burning buildings opposite was so great that men 
had to be employed to keep the window fortifications 
drenched with water to prevent the sandbags and sacks 
from going on fire.”
     On Thursday afternoon Staines found Connolly 
seriously injured in nearby Williams Lane and, with some 
help, he carried him back into the GPO, where he insisted 
on being carried out front where could be with his men.
     On Friday afternoon British guns began to pour 
incendiary shells into the GPO and, despite gallant efforts 
by the rebels to quench the fires, the building was soon 
fully alight. Staines was one of the last men to leave the 
GPO when the evacuation of the building was ordered. 
     Having safely secured the ammunition in the Courtyard, 
he helped the Pearse Brothers and others to carry James 
Connolly through the broken walls in houses on Henry 
Street to the safety of Moore Street. 
     This was made their Headquarters and Staines placed 
the green flag with the harp over the bed where they had 
placed Connolly. On Saturday morning Staines went to the 

The first Garda Recruits to join parade for inspection on 22 
February 1922. (Source: www.generalmichaelcollins.com)
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Headquarters where the leaders were gathered, as rumours 
of a surrender were rife. That afternoon, in order to prevent 
further loss of life, Pearse submitted an unconditional 
surrender to Brigadier General Lowe. The Easter Rising was 
over.

AFTERMATH OF RISING
After the surrender Sean MacDiarmada ordered Michael 
Staines to make arrangements to have James Connolly 
brought from Moore Street to Dublin Castle on a stretcher. 
Before leaving their HQ MacDiarmada took Staines’ Sam 
Brown belt from him, which left him wearing the uniform of 
a private, saying “You’ll be better off without this, you’ll be 
wanted later on”. 
     The stretcher bearers took Connolly out into Moore 
Street led by Willie Pearse carrying a white flag. At the end 
of Moore Street they surrendered to British officers who took 
them first to the Army HQ at the Parnell Monument and 
then to Dublin Castle. 
     Staines recalled that all along the way down through 
Great Britain Street and Capel Street the rebel prisoners were 
booed and jeered at by the crowd and would have been 
attacked only for the protection they received from British 
soldiers. 
     Upon reaching their destination Connolly was taken 
inside Dublin Castle while the rest of the prisoners were 
taken to Ship Street Barracks where statements were taken 
from them during the course of the day. 
     Next day (Sunday) the prisoners were transferred to 
Kilmainham Jail where they were incarcerated three to a cell. 
On Wednesday 3 May, the day of the first executions, while 
exercising in the prison yard Staines managed to talk to 
Joseph Plunkett who was also exercising. 
     During the course of the conversation Plunkett remarked 
to him that Easter Week was “a glorious week and he 
was glad that they had made their protest”. Plunkett was 
married later that night to Grace Gifford and executed the 
following morning.

DEPORTED TO ENGLAND
Michael Staines was brought to Richmond Barracks, 
Inchicore, on the Saturday of that week and the following 
day he was deported to Wakefield Prison in England, where 
he was detained under the Defence of the Realm Act, 1914, 
an emergency power enacted to coincide with the Great 
War. 
     He spent three weeks confined in Wakefield before 
being transferred to the Frongoch Prisoner of War Camp in 
Wales, originally intended for German Soldiers, who were 
evacuated to accommodate Irish Rebels. 
     There was about 1,500 men there initially but this was 
reduced to 600 during the summer following a British Home 
Office Review. Staines was elected Commandant of the 
Camp by the prisoners when the previous Commandant, JJ 
O’Connell, was moved to Reading Jail. 
     One of the prisoners, William Brennan-Whitmore, 
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Gardaí parade for inspection circa. June 1922. 
(Source: www.generalmichaelcollins.com) 

described Staines as “a highly efficient officer who 
earned the love and respect of every individual 
prisoner”. The conscription of Irish prisoners into the 
British Army was being actively considered by the UK 
Government but the prisoners were concerned that 
the acceptance of conscription for prisoners might be a 
prelude to its introduction into Ireland. 

PRISON RELEASE
It was an achievement that Staines was able to 
persuade the prison authorities to hold off on 
introducing conscription for Irish internees. Brennan-
Whitmore was of the view that Staines handled this 
very difficult position with remarkable efficiency and 
tact. 
     All of the prisoners in Frongoch were released in 
the Home Office Amnesty of 21 December, 1916, and 
Staines arrived back in Dublin, a free man on Christmas 
Eve.
     Michael Staines continued to play an active role 
in Irish public life for another 20 years as a Sinn Fein 
activist, a Member of Dáil Eireann for St Michan’s 
Constituency, Dublin and a member of the Free State 
Seanad Eireann. He died on 27 October, 1955, and is 
buried in Clontarf Cemetery.
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Patrick Pearse was born on 11 November 1879 at 27 
Great Brunswick Street (now Pearse Street). His father 

James was born in London and grew up in Birmingham. 
He was a stone mason by trade and did well with the 
boom in church buildings after catholic emancipation 
in 1829. Padraig’s mother, Margaret Brady, was 17 
years his junior when they married in 1877. This was his 
father’s second marriage, his first wife died, they had four 
children.
     Pearse great aunt, also Margaret Brady on his mother’s 
side, stayed with the family for long periods and fired his 
imagination with her tales of ancient Irish heroes from 
Cuchulainn, Fionn Mac Cumhail and the Fianna. She 
also told him about modern figures such as Wolfe Tone, 
Robert Emmet the Fenians and O Donovan Rossa.
     Pearse had one brother, William, and two sisters, 
Margaret (older) and Mary Bridget the youngest. As kids 
they were imaginative and Patrick wrote plays for them to 
perform.
     They were joined by their cousins Mary Kate and John 
Kelly but there is no evidence to suggest that they had 
many other intimate friends outside the family circle. 
Pearse described those times as among the happiest of his 
life.

LESSONS LEARNED
James Pearse’s business thrived throughout Patrick’s 
childhood. His religious and secular work can be seen 
in many parts of the country from the Aran Islands, 
Letterkenny Cathedral to the National Bank of Ireland. 
During this time they moved to Sandymount but moved 
back to Bruswick Street in 1888 due to increased 
demands on their finances.

     In 1891 Pearse went to the Christian Brothers 
Westland Row; he was a quiet studious boy who didn’t 
get involved in games and was seen by others as aloof. He 
completed his Intermediate Examination aged 16, he was 
too young to attend university and spent two years as a 
pupil teacher in Westland Row. It was here that he gained 
his great love for Irish.
     In 1901 he was awarded a BA in Modern Languages 
from the Royal University, he was also studying law at the 
Kings Inn and was called to the Bar the same year. He 
never pursued a legal career.
     Pearse joined the Gaelic League in 1896, and by 
1898 he was a member of Coiste Gnotha, the executive 
committee of the organisation. He travelled the country 
speaking at local branches and officiating at Gaelic league 
events.
     During this period Pearse still found time to assist 
with the family business. His father died on 5 September 
1900 whilst visiting his brother in Birmingham. Patrick 
and Willie ran the business for nearly 10 years after their 
father’s death.
     He also supported Willie’s artistic career. Willie 
attended classes in the Dublin Metropolitan School of Art 
and the School of Art in South Kennsington in London. 
Willie also had a keen interest in the Gaelic League and 
set up a branch in the School of Art in Dublin.
     Pearse took over the editorship of the Gaelic League’s 
paper ‘An Claidheamh Soluis’ in 1903 at the age of 
23.Eoin McNeill, who founded the Gaelic League with 
Douglas Hyde in 1893, had been editor up until then. 
(McNeill was grandfather of Michael McDowell)
     He had a very keen interest in education which 
steamed from his growing belief that it held the key to 

PATRICK 
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the future of the Irish language. He visited Belgium in 
1905 to observe their bilingual education system in which 
French and Flemish were taught together in schools. 
     He saw the teaching system of ‘Direct Method’ which 
uses visual stimuli to teach students, and encourages 
them to learn through conversation and by using their 
language skills in everyday situations.

A FAMILY AFFAIR
In 1908 Pearse opened his own school and named it Scoil 
Eanna in honour of St Enda the patron saint of the Aran 
Islands. It was situated at Cullenswood House, Oakley 
Road Ranelagh. 
     The Prospectus stated that it had been founded with 
the object of providing an elementary and secondary 
education distinctly Irish in complexion, bilingual in 
method, modern in type for Irish Catholic boys. 
     Extern lecturers included Douglas Hyde, WB Yeats and 
Padraic Colum. Pearse used many artworks from his family 
home to decorate the school. The school crest featured 
an image of an ancient Gaelic warrior surrounded by the 

motto ‘Strength in our limbs, truth on our lips and purity 
in our hearts’.
     The school quickly developed a reputation for the 
quality and the innovation of its theatrical performances. 
In both lessons and plays the heroes of the ancient Irish 
sagas, such as Fionn Mac Cumhall and Cuchulainn, were 
presented as role models to the boys of Scoil Eanna. A 
former pupil of Scoil Eanna remarked that Cuchulainn 
was mentioned so often in the school it was as if he was 
an important member of staff.
     Thomas McDonagh was among the first teachers in 
Scoil Eanna. He had previously taught English, history 
and French in St Kieran’s College in Kilkenny. Pearse 
and McDonagh were both idealists, were close in age 
and shared a love of literature and the theatre, however 
different personalities, Pearse serious Mc Donagh light 
hearted.
     From the beginning Scoil Eanna was very much a 
family affair; Willie taught art, Mary Brigid taught music, 
Margaret was assistant mistress while Pearse’s mother 
acted as housekeeper. This arrangement remained when 

Pearse is pictured here in uniform to the left of priest and altar-boy, putting white papers in his jacket pocket, possibly 
the text of his graveside oration at the funeral of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa in Glasnevin Cemetery.
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the school moved 
to The Hermitage 
in Rathfarnham in 
1910. 
     This large granite 
18th century house 
was surrounded by 
50 acres of parkland 
on the edge of 
Dublin. The location 
was associated 
with Robert Emmet 
and Sarah Curran 
whose historical 
significance 
impressed Pearse. 
The location offered 
much improved 
facilities for the 
school which 
included a study 
hall, a small oratory 
and expansive 
gardens.

SCHOOL 
SUPPORTER
Roger Casement 
was an important 

supporter of Scoil Eanna. He visited the school in 1910 
and spoke to the pupils on the Irish Revival and left a 
penknife as a prize for the best essay written in Irish about 
his lecture.
     The decision to move Scoil Eanna to Rathfarnham 
allowed Pearse the opportunity to set up a sister school 
for girls in the vacated Cullenswood House in Ranelagh. 
The new school was called Scoil Ide. Kitty Kiernan, who 
was later to be engaged to Michael Collins, attended 
the school. Boys and girls of both schools would come 
together for ceilis and other cultural events.
     In 1912 Thomas McDonagh left the school to take up 
a post at University College Dublin. He married Muriel 
Gifford whom he first met when she visited the school 
with friends. 
     She was a sister of Grace Gifford who married Joseph 
Plunkett on the eve of his execution in Kilmainham Jail. 
Both Muriel and Grace lost their husbands by execution 
during Easter Week 1916. Tragically Muriel died in a 
swimming accident in the summer of 1917.
     The Scoil Eanna enterprise was always plagued 
by funding problems and the decision to move to 
Rathfarnham and open a girls’ school at Cullenswood 
at the same time proved disastrous. The lease on the 
Hermitage was very expensive and the number of pupils 
declined due to its location, far from the city. 
     In order to raise funds he sought help from Yeats and 

also attempted to organise a week-long fete in the GAA 
grounds on Jones’s Road. Due to bad weather the latter 
proved disappointing. Open days were regular events in 
order to promote the school.

IRISH LANGUAGE PAPER
Despite these difficulties at the time, Pearse launched 
a new Irish language newspaper, ‘An Barr Buadh’ 
(The Trumpet of Victory) in 1912. Although he wrote 
the majority of the paper’s content there were also 
contributions from Con Colbert, the school’s PE teacher, 
and Eamonn Ceannt whose son Ronan attended the 
school. 
     Later both Colbert and Ceannt would be executed for 
their part in The Easter Rising. Pearse wrote articles on 
political issues under a pseudonym in the form of letters 
to political figures. The same year he spoke on a platform 
with John Redmond and Eoin McNeill in favour of Home 
Rule. 
     Although Home Rule fell far short of his vision of Irish 
freedom, Pearse saw it as a positive step. However, he 
concluded his speech with a violent warning, ‘Let the 
English understand that if we are again betrayed there 
shall be red war throughout Ireland’.
     His speech on that occasion was short and in Irish. 
‘The Freeman’s Journal’, one of the national papers, 
was hesitant to print his speech and decided to do so 
‘as Gaeilge’ which meant most readers were unable to 
understand it fully.
     On 22 June 1913 Pearse gave the annual oration at 
the grave of Wolfe Tone in Bodenstown, Co. Kildare. He 
called on his audience ‘to follow in the steps of Tone’. 
His oratorical 
skills and his 
devotion to 
the ideals 
of Tone and 
Emmet and 
the Irish 
Republican 
tradition 
brought 
him to the 
attention 
of the Irish 
Republican 
Brotherhood 
(IRB) – a secret 
organisation 
devoted to 
achieving 
independence 
by force. 
     He became 
a contributor 
to the IRB’s 

Pearse pictured with his younger 
brother William, who also had a keen 
interest in the Gaelic League and set up 
a branch in the School of Art in Dublin.

One of the seven signatories of 
the Irish Republic Proclamation 
– Patrick Pearse, Commandant-
General of the Army of the Irish 
Republic, was executed on 3 May 
3, 1916. 
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In 1908 Pearse opened Scoil Eanna in honour of St Enda, 
the patron saint of the Aran Islands.

paper ‘Irish Freedom’. It was during this period 1913-1914 
with the ‘Lock-Out’, the formation of the Irish Citizen 
Army and the Irish Volunteers that Pearse made a crucial 
move from been a political moderate and supporter of 
Home Rule to becoming a militant separatist.

VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT
Pearse quickly assumed a leading role in the volunteer 
movement and travelled the country encouraging new 
members and the creation of new branches. Now that 
he was devoting a lot of his time to the Volunteers the 
financial position with Scoil Eanna remained difficult. 
     In an attempt to address this he turned to Bulmer 
Hobson, a leading member of the IRB, for assistance in 
arranging a fundraising tour of the United States. 
Hobson was able to use his contacts with Irish-American 
Republicans like John Devoy to secure venues and 
meetings with wealthy potential donors for Pearse. Devoy 
was head of Clann Na Gael a sister organisation to the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB). 
     Hobson used the opportunity to swear Pearse into the 
IRB, who was now an influential figure in many spheres 
of Irish life and a leading member of the Irish Volunteers, 
which the IRB were determined to control.
     Whilst in America in early 1914 Pearse quickly realised 
that Irish-American audiences were more interested in 
hearing about the new Irish Volunteers than his ideas on 
education. Fundraising was reasonably successful for him 
but on his return from the United States he was energised 
and inspired by the republicans he had met such as John 
Devoy and Joe McGarrity. He returned firmly committed 
to pursuing a radical path to achieve Irish independence.
     As Pearse was now playing a leading role in the 
Volunteers and, covertly, in the IRB Scoil Eanna took an 
increasing martial tone. It became an important centre 
for training and drilling the Irish Volunteers and holding 
secret meetings. 
     Con Colbert, the school’s PE teacher, was a drill 
instructor and trainer to the Volunteers. He was a 
member of Fíanna Eireann for a number of years and had 
experience in this area. He was also an important figure 
in the IRB, before Pearse was sworn in and had already 
recruited many of his former pupils into the society.

GRAVESIDE ORATION
On the death of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa, the 
celebrated Fenian (another term for IRB), Pearse was 
chosen to give the graveside oration. Tom Clarke 
organised the return of O’Donovan Rossa’s body from 
America and on I August 1915 a massive funeral 
procession took place through the streets of Dublin to 
Glasnevin cemetery. 
     In preparation, Pearse turned to Clarke for advice on 
how far he should go in his speech. Clarke replied: ‘you 
should go as far as you can, make it hot as hell, throw all 
discretion to the winds’. 

     The speech concluded: “The defenders of the Realm 
have worked well in secret and in the open. They think 
they have pacified Ireland. They think they have purchased 
half of us and intimidated the other half. They think they 
have foreseen everything, think that they have provided 
against everything, but the fools, the fools the fools, they 
have left us our Fenian dead, and while Ireland holds 
these graves, Ireland unfree shall never be at peace.”
     Pearse was the figurehead and public face of the 
Easter Rising as Commander-in-Chief and President 
of the Republic. It is evident from the wording of the 
proclamation that he and James Connolly were the 
principal authors. 

‘THE WAYFARER’
After a week’s fighting Pearse surrendered to General 
Lowe, British Officer-in-Command. Following his court 
martial he was transferred to Kilmainham Gaol, where he 
awaited his execution. It is believed that he composed his 
final poem ‘The Wayfarer’ in his cell in Kilmainham.

“The beauty of the world hath made me sad,
This beauty that will pass’

Mrs Pearse and her daughter Margaret continued to run 
the Scoil Eanna but it never regained the kind of energy 
and innovation it had before the Rising. It eventually 
closed its doors in 1935. 
     His school and his final home The Hermitage in 
Rathfarnham was open to the public on the centenary of 
his birth in 1979.
     Pearse was a complex individual, champion of all 
things Irish with an English father, an advocate of physical 
force who hated suffering, and a shy man whose words 
could sway a crowd and win devotion.
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The vision of the Irish revolutionaries 
was enshrined in the now famous 

proclamation of 1916 outlining the vision 
and principles of liberty and freedom in a 
new republic. Like all violent revolutions, 
death, injury and destruction of property 
was a natural consequence of the Easter 
Rising in 1916, with the number of 
deaths believed to be 460.
     The vast majority of deaths were Irish 
and non-protagonist. In fact, of the 16 
policemen who died, all were Irish; three 
members of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police (DMP) were unarmed when they 
were gunned down.
     One of these three DMP officers was 
Michael Lahiff. Born in 1889 he was one 
of nine children of Patrick and Elizabeth 
Lahiff who farmed a 25-acre holding 
at Tullycrine in the parish of Kilmurry 
McMahon near Kilrush, Co. Clare.
     After national school education, like 
most of his contempories at the time he 
became a farm labourer. He was a person 
of considerable height standing at 6’4” 
tall and of strong build. He, no doubt, 
had a disposition to become a policeman 
as an older brother had joined the RIC in 1907.
     His uncle Fredrick Lahiff ran a plumber’s shop in Castle 
Street near Dublin Castle. It may be that having close 
family relatives in Dublin, which he no doubt visited and 
being the requisite build, meant that he was disposed to 
joining the DMP.

UNARMED POLICE FORCE
The DMP had been formed in 1836 and was founded on 
the lines of police forces such as the London Metropolitan 

FIRST CASUALTY 
OF THE EASTER 

RISING
In April 2016 we will rightly commemorate the events of 1916 and the sacrifice of 
Irish revolutionaries who saw an armed uprising as the only means of establishing an 
All-Ireland Republic and freedom from a colonial power, writes Michael Houlihan. Here 
he outlines the fate of DMP Constable Michael Lahiff – the first casualty of the Easter 
Rising.

Police. As such it was an unarmed 
police force except for its detective 
branch and it remained so until it was 
amalgamated into An Garda Síochána 
in 1925. 
     In fact, the newly-formed An 
Garda Síochána adopted a similar 
structure on its inception in 1922. On 
the establishment of the Free State in 
1922 the DMP was renamed Poilini 
Atha Cliath and continued as such until 
1925.
     DMP recruits had to be at least six 
feet tall and of strong build with most 
of its members drawn from counties 
bordering Dublin. Its training centre 
was at Kevin Street which today is 
occupied by Kevin Street Garda Station.
     The strength of the DMP at the time 
of the Easter Rising numbered 1,278 
across all ranks, so being relatively small 
in numbers, it was not easy to become 
a member. As an unarmed police force 
it had the general thrust and support 
of the Dublin in which it operated, not 
least due to the height and build of its 
officers.

     Its uniform members were viewed as being non-
political and the Force got widespread recognition in 1908 
when a team from the Force won the world tug of war 
championship. 
     However, during the Great Dublin Lock-Out of 1913-
1914 the Force came in for widespread criticism because 
of its heavy handiness towards striking workers during 
which two strikers were killed and many were injured.
     During that Lock-Out the Force was seen as siding on 
the part of the employers and authorities. However, it 
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stood aside and allowed activities by the Volunteers such 
as the gun running in Howth to take place. Home Rule 
had been passed in Parliament in 1914 and, no doubt, the 
police saw this as their future.
ST STEPHENS GREEN
Michael Lahiff is listed as being aged 23 years and seven 
months when he enlisted on 29 November 1910 for 
training at Kevin Street Depot. His warrant number was 
11047. He had been recommended by Francis O’Doherty, 
JP Kilrush.
     He completed his training on 29 April 1911 and 
was posted to the ‘E’ District with its headquarters at 
Irishtown. He was transferred to the ‘B’ District on 10 
September 1915 whose headquarters was based at 
College Street barracks, now Pearse Street Garda Station.
     Early on the morning of 24 April 1916 Michael Lahiff 
would have paraded for duty as normal and walked to his 
beat at the top of Grafton Street and St Stephens Green. 
It was Easter Monday and people were enjoying the public 
holiday as normal, particularly relaxing on St Stephens 
Green, totally unaware of the events that were to unfold. 
     One of the locations that the leaders of 1916 decided 
to occupy was St Stephens Green. Shortly after 11am 
about 80 members of the Irish Citizens Army, led by 
Michael Mallon, left City Hall to take over St Stephens 
Green. 

     He was followed a short time later by his second in 
command, Countess Markievicz with a smaller group. Like 
other groups taking over locations, they were ordered 
beforehand to avoid civilian casualties and to avoid 
shooting at DMP policemen as they were unarmed.

CLEARING THE AREA
On arrival at St Stephens Green Michael Mallon’s men 
immediately set about clearing the area of people relaxing 
there. They erected barricades and closed the entrance 
gates to the Green. Constable Michael Lahiff was on duty 
in the vicinity and either saw the commotion and the 
armed party of volunteers in the Green, or it was quickly 
brought to his attention.
     Being responsible for law and order in the area he 
sought to investigate and did not remove himself from 
the area. He was on duty on St Stephens Green West 
between the gate known as the ‘Fusiliers Arch’ at the top 
of Grafton Street leading into St Stephens Green and the 
Harcourt Street entrance to the Green. 
Some reports say that he was ordered by the rebels to 
leave the area and he refused. Other reports say that he 
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As a decade of great change in our history, the County 
Roscommon Ireland 2016 programme reflects the many 
separate narratives at work on both the national and local 
stage.  Campaigns for social reforms, the suffrage movement 
and military conflict went hand in hand with political events of 
the time.

We have developed and compiled a strong comprehensive 
programme for Ireland 2016, addressing each of the seven 
national programme strands. The approach is to ensure that 
the history of the period, historical figures, the arts, literature, 
music, theatre, exhibitions, heritage, educational, young 
people’s involvement and local events are all represented to 
produce a commemorative programme next year that will leave 
a lasting impression.

The opening of the Civic Offices in the centenary year of the 
Rising represents a new chapter in both the development of 
local government in County Roscommon and as a symbolic 

venue and location for events associated with the Ireland 2016 
programme next year.

Roscommon County Council, therefore, is very pleased to be 
in a position to support this programme and all our cultural 
services provisions, across our corporate, libraries, arts, 
heritage, community and tourism are playing a key role in the 
programme coordination and delivery.

The programme has been developed out of a comprehensive 
community participation and engagement process and we 
acknowledge the support and contribution to all those who 
have responded to the programme and arranged events next 
year.

2016 is a year that belongs to everyone and with over 
60  events and  with echoes of the language of the 
Proclamation itself in terms of ownership and how events are 
commemorated, it is at its very core a “peoples programme”.

CLÁR COMÓRTHA CÉAD BLIAIN
Centenary Programme

ROS COMÁIN/ ROSCOMMON

Further Information available from:
Richie Farrell, Roscommon Ireland 2016 Co-ordinator,
County Library, Abbey Street, Roscommon.
Email: rfarrell@roscommoncoco.ie

Mary Mullins, Arts Office
Email: mmullins@roscommoncoco.ie

Full programme details available on:
www.roscommoncoco.ie  & www.ireland.ie

A People’s Programme
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was in the process of climbing in over the gate, 
which had been closed by the rebels, in order to 
investigate the commotion in the park.
     Members of the public in the area would 
have been alarmed and frightened at the 
happenings in St Stephens Green. And being 
a diligent member of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police, Michael Lahiff felt it was his duty to 
investigate what was going on. 

RELIABLE ACCOUNT
The most reliable account of what occurred was 
given by a district nurse Geraldine Fitzgerald. 
She was based in the nurses’ home, which 
was located near the Unitarian Church directly 
opposite the entrance gate at the south-west 
corner of St Stephens Green and she had a clear 
view of most of the west side of the park.
     In her diary she stated: “A lady in green 
uniform, the same as the men were wearing, 
holding a revolver in one hand and a cigarette in 
the other was standing on the footpath giving 
orders to the men. 
     “We recognised her as the Countess De 
Markievicz.  We had only been looking out a 
few minutes when we saw a policeman walking 
down the footpath, he had only gone a short 
way when we heard a shot and then saw him 
falling on his face. 
     “The Countess ran triumphantly into the 
Green saying ‘I got 2him’ and some of the 
rebels shook her by the hand and seemed to 
congratulate her. We rushed for bandages and 
all four of us walked across the road in front of 
the trenches where the rebels had their rifles 
ready to fire. 
     “We were quite prepared to be shot at any moment 
but we got the poor man to safety. He was shot in the 
lung, close to the heart and was bleeding profusely. A 
doctor arrived at the same time as we did, he bandaged 
the poor fellow but we could not stop his lifeblood 
ebbing away. He was alive and conscious”. 

CAUSE OF DEATH
Constable Lahiff was removed to the Meath Hospital 
where he died a short time later.  The cause of death 
was bullet wounds through both lungs and left arm. 
He died shortly after noon at around the same time as 
his colleague Constable James O‘Brien, who was fatally 
wounded at the entrance to Dublin Castle. 
     Michael Lahiff was 28 years old and had been in the 
DMP for five years. He was single and his service record 
shows that he had no sickness or disciplinary record. 
     Ironically his uncle’s plumbing shop in Castle Street 
was one of the premises taken over by members of the 
Irish Citizen Army on that Easter Monday.
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DOING HIS DUTY
Owing to the Rising and the disruption that ensued, the 
funeral of Michael Lahiff did not take place until 5 May 
when he was laid to rest in the DMP plot in Glasnevin 
cemetery.  
     Of the 14 DMP members buried in this particular plot, 
his is the only one with an individual headstone. It bears 
the DMP crest with the following inscription: ‘Sacred to 
the memory of Constable Michael Lahiff who died on the 
24th April 1916 from wounds received whilst gallantly 
doing his duty as a member of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police. Erected by his sorrowing parents, brothers and 
sisters and by the members of the Irish Police and 
Constabulary Recognition Fund’.
     Michael Lahiff was the only Clare man to die from 
gunfire during the Easter Rising. An Irishman, a Clare 
man and an unarmed policeman doing his duty, he sadly 
did not live to see a free and independent Ireland, as 
envisaged by the leaders of the Easter Rising of 1916.

Countess Markievicz, who 
fired the fatal shot, is pictured 

here following her arrest.



Irritation reached such a level that somebody, somewhere, 
planned its unceremonious removal. The plan succeeded; 

Nelson was removed, thereby spawning a legion of songs and 
stories, most of them amusing
     Thankfully, no one had been killed or seriously injured 
during the explosions. If injuries or fatalities had occurred, it 
is doubtful whether the affair would have received as light-
hearted a treatment as it did.
     Dublin’s bright lights in the 1960s were little more than 
glimmers in comparison to those of London. Nevertheless 
Dublin’s sedate daytime existence hid a seething undercurrent 
of bohemian insomniacs who thrived when the sun went 
down. 
     Unlike the Gardaí, hospital and newspaper workers, 
these colourful characters turned out in the small hours by 
choice. They were the types that James Joyce wrote about in 
‘Nightown’ always up for the craic. 
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NELSON’S 
PILLAR 
GOES 
OUT 
WITH 
A BANG

Despite having adorned O’Connell Street 

since 1809, Nelson’s Pillar was viewed 

by Republican activists with increasing 

irritation, in the run-up to the 50th 

anniversary of the 1916 Rising. They 

viewed it as an out-dated symbol of 

colonial power, writes Eddie O’Donovan 

GSRMA Dublin North Branch. 

     The Gardaí knew them, liked most of them and 
met them often, especially at weekends. When the 
pillar came crashing down, it was these people who 
naturally were the first on the scene, emerging from 
the gloom of pubs and clubs, they were ready for 
anything.

UNFAMILIAR EXPLOSION
The official record states that an explosion was heard 
from the city centre at 1.32am. GSRMA member 
Frank Gilton (No. 14798) of Kevin Street Station was 
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explosion of some sort. 
     He and Joe swiftly made 
for the Quays and back up to 
O’Connell Street hoping to 
be of assistance to anybody 
unfortunate enough to be 
caught in the blast. Parking the 
car the men jumped out. Even 
in the darkness they could see 
a grey pawl of dust around the 
now amputated pillar. 
     Frank went to go up the 
spiral steps but his way was 
blocked by debris. He was 
relieved to find nobody hurt. 
Joe pulled Nelson’s head from 
under the rubble and Frank 
inspected the sword before 
casting it aside. 
     A photographer appeared 
from nowhere and snapped 
a few photographs for the 
evening papers and posterity. 
Men from the ‘C’ – skippers 
Andy Moran and Jim Fitzgerald 
– soon arrived and took charge, 
while the crew of Car 22 
headed back for their own sub-
district.

THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
The Gardaí were, not 
unsurprisingly at that early 
hour, pretty thin on the ground. 
They were unable to contain 
the horde of onlookers, citizens 
of ‘Nightown’, who quickly 
descended on the mound of 
rubble to pick over the bones 
of poor old Nelson. 
     Kevin Dunne, manager 
of a pop group (the Green 
Beats), on foreseeing some 
promotional opportunity 
claimed the Admiral’s heavy 
bronze sword. He took it with 
him to drive it home in his mini 
but his girlfriend was nervous 
about having the weapon and 
said he should give it up to the 
police. 
     Dunne was thinking this 
over when some official-
looking person snatched it from 
him and nobody has seen it 
since. However, worse was to 

Nelson’s Pillar had adorned O’Connell Street 
since 1809. Its unceremonious removal, 

planned and executed in 1966, spawned a 
legion of amusing songs and stories.

operating in plain clothes on Car 22 along with his partner the late Garda Joe Peake. 
     In the early hours when ‘Nightown’ settled down it was the custom for car crews 
to slip around for the morning newspapers, Burgh Quay for the ‘Press’ and Prince’s 
Street for the ‘Indo’. A quick perusal of the day’s headlines was always a good 
antidote for the monotony of the grave year shift.  
     Frank has good recall of the events of the early morning of 8 March 1966. He 
drove out of Prince’s Street, turned left into O’Connell Street and left again into Henry 
Street heading for Mary Street when he heard what he would later describe as an 
unmerciful bang. 
     Explosions were unfamiliar sounds in those days and understandably the sound 
took Frank by surprise, though it quickly registered in his mind that it was an 
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happen, the head went missing 
and in the furore of the lost 
head everybody forgot about the 
sword.
     After the Army had removed 
the stump the street was cleared 
in time for the 50th anniversary 
celebrations. Some of the 
stonework was taken out to 
Clontarf and used as infill at the 
Causeway. 
     The 1916 celebrations 
centred around the GPO and 
there was a degree of public 
glee when the pillar was obvious 
by its absence. Nevertheless, 
there was growing concern 
about the missing head. 
One can almost imagine the 
Commissioner of the day 
charging his top brass with the 
words ‘Bring me the head of 
Horatio Nelson’. 
     One day, Frank received some 
intelligence that the statue’s 
head was due to make a guest 
appearance with the rising 
stars of the Irish folk revival, the 
Dubliners. 
     Ronnie and the boys were 
planning to bring it on a 
musical tour of the city centre 
to promote their new song 
‘Nelson’s Farewell’ but the boys 
in blue had some plans of their 
own. 

AHEAD OF THE CROWD
The Detective Branch was out in force. D/Inspector 
Paddy Fitzpatrick (later Supt.) and D/Sergeant Jim Nolan 
(later Inspector) were in place near the Carlton Cinema. 
Frank was positioned near the old toilets in the centre of 
O’Connell Street with Sgt Mick Hanrahan (later Supt) of 
Store Street. 
     Sadly all these, except Frank, have since passed to their 
eternal reward. As the detectives waited, an open-backed 
lorry with The Dubliners on the back cruised down Parnell 
Street and into O’Connell Street. 
     The lorry pulled up outside the Gresham Hotel and 
the crowd gathered to enjoy the music and gaze on the 
strange artefact sitting forlornly on a wooden bench. 
As the strains of guitars, banjos and fiddles drifted down 
O’Connell Street, Frank seized his chance. He jumped 
up on the lorry, seized the head and was gone before 
anybody noticed. 
     While the band played on Frank chucked the head into 

RISING REMEMBERED
1916

One can almost imagine the Commissioner of the day charging his top brass with 
the words ‘Bring me the head of Horatio Nelson’. 

the official car. The Dubliners, true professionals that they 
were, never missed a note. As they pulled away Frank 
could hear them warming up the crowd “Well the poor 
old Admiral Nelson is no longer in the air. Sing toora loora 
loora looraloo”. 
     It was later on that he noticed that the head had 
been made up with rouge and lipstick and the eyebrows 
blackened in a vain attempt to make it more human. 
Frank marvelled at his own singular show of strength in 
being able to man-handle it because heavy it was – really 
heavy.

TWO ARTFUL DODGERS
The head was deposited in a corporation store in Ardee 
Street in Frank’s sub-district, but it wasn’t there for long. 
On the pretext of doing some sketches, a couple of 
art students reconnoitred the building and a few days 
afterwards, in an operation worthy of the movies, they 
scaled the wall and forced open the gate.  Nelson’s 
noggin was on the move again. 
     The cash strapped students soon had a nice little 



Tallaght Hospital would like to acknowledge the continuous support of An Garda 
Síochána and in particular the community Gardaí that we work with in our area.

Tallaght Hospital is one of Ireland’s largest acute teaching hospitals, providing child-
health, adult, psychiatric and age-related healthcare on one site. The hospital has 614 
beds and employs almost 3,000 staff. The Hospital is a provider of local, regional and 

national specialities. It is also a national urology centre, the second largest provider of 
dialysis services in the country and a regional orthopaedic trauma centre. 

   www.tallaghthospital.ie 
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scheme going hiring out the head for photo shoots 
etc.  It is reported to have made an appearance in a 
stage show at the Gaiety Theatre and to have featured 
on a Clancy Brothers album. The knocked-off block 
was proving to be a great draw at home when a more 
lucrative market opened up across the water.
     A London antiques dealer whose business was 
in the doldrums recognised an opportunity to turn 
around his flagging fortunes. He flew to Dublin and 
booked into the Shelbourne Hotel.
     On the second night he succeeded in making 
contact with the enterprising students and a deal was 
struck. He hired the head out for £250 per month, 
drove to Belfast and flew to Heathrow with his prize. 
He has claimed to have opened two antique shops on 
the back of the head (no pun intended). 
     Eventually, whether from fear of prosecution or 
some other reason, he returned it to the students. 
But the heat was on and the students were anxious 
to be rid of it. Brendan and Ciaran (their first names) 
went to meet a Government official who facilitated 
its return to the top corporation official who formally 
accepted it.

TOORALOO NELSON!
In the fullness of time the head found a permanent 
home in the Dublin Civic Museum. Funnily enough it 
was on the move again. 
     The museum was closed for refurbishment and it 
went on display in a new home at the Reading Room 
of Dublin City Library and Archive in the Gilbert Library 
on Pearce Street. As for what happened to the sword? 
Well that’s anybody’s guess!
     It may very well be lying around some ‘official’s 
garage’ waiting to be found for all we know. 
However, in 2003 an altogether different structure 
arose, phoenix like, from the ashes of the pillar. 
     The spire symbolises, in its 126 tonnes of stainless 
steel a city which looks to the future, unlike its 
predecessor, which was symbolic trumpeting of past 
glories. 
The spire’s steel is from France, the flanges German, 
the sway damper Canadian, much of the labour 
Irish and just to show there is no hard feelings the 
architectural and erection firms are English! 
     Oh, and one more thing; it is 394-feet high – a 
cool 283-feet higher than the ‘Loyal Citizen’s’ pillar. 
One wonders what poor-old Nelson would have made 
of it all.

FRANKLY SPEAKING
Frank Gilton retired in April 1994 after a long career in 
Detective Branch. He lives in the Dublin suburb of Artane. 
He was practically on the spot when Nelson lost his head 
and was on the spot again when it was initially recovered.  
He has no clues as to what happened to the sword, not 

nowadays does he give it much thought.
     Today, Frank is busy enjoying life, with much of that 
enjoyment coming from sport. A life-long GAA supporter 
and activist, he spends a generous portion of his leisure 
time helping out in his local GAA Club in Airfield. 
     However, occasionally he shudders to think of what 
might have happened in terms of human cost, the 
morning when poor old Admiral Nelson took a powder 
and went tooraloo!

In 2003 the Spire – an altogether different structure – arose, 
phoenix like, from the ashes of the pillar.
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NATIONAL AMBULANCE SERVICE COLLEGE
Rivers Building, Tallaght Cross, Tallaght, Dublin 24 

Telephone: 01-4631653   Email: nasc@hse.ie

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory 
pre-hospital emergency and intermediate care provider 
for the State.

The NAS provides patients with a clinically appropriate 
and timely pre-hospital care and transportation service.

The National Ambulance Service College (NASC) 
delivers education and training to all new entrants to the 
service.

This training ranges from induction programmes, driver 
training, call taker and paramedic training to new 
recruits and dispatch training for call taker progression 
and advanced paramedic training for paramedics. 
Additionally the NASC are involved in the delivery of 
emergency care training as outlined below:
 
• Cardiac First Response (CFR) Programme
• Cardiac First Response – Advanced
• Cardiac First Response – Instructor Programme
• Emergency First Response Programme
• Emergency First Response Instructor Programme
• Emergency Medical Technician Programme
• Major Emergency Response Training
• Pre Hospital Trauma Life Support Programme 

(PHTLS)
• Paediatric Education for Pre-Hospital Providers 

Programme (PEPP)
• Neo-Natal Resuscitation Programme (NRP)
• Geriatric Education for Emergency Medical Services 

(GEMS)

• Manual Handling/Moving People
• Tutor Development Programme
• Assistant Tutor Development Programme
• Paramedic Programme
• Advanced Paramedic Programme
• Advanced Medical Life Support Programme
• Certified Call Taker Training
• Certified Dispatcher training
• Driver Training Programme
• STORM – provider
• Human Factors/Crew Resource Management- 

Training
• Management of Aggressive and Potentially 

Aggressive Behaviour (MAPA)

National Ambulance Service College - 
Providers of Emergency Care Training 

– to HSE National Ambulance Service, Defence Forces, 
An Gardaí Siochana (specialist units) 
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Early on Easter Saturday morning (22 April 1916) a 
direction was received from the RIC Headquarters 

at Dublin Castle that Casement should be conveyed to 
Dublin under escort that morning. 
     John Kearney selected Sgt James Butler – a very sound 
and reliable member of the Force – to perform the escort 
duty to Dublin. Along with two constables Sgt Butler 
escorted Casement on foot through Tralee to the local 
railway station. Casement was not handcuffed as he was 
escorted through the town. 
     Only Sgt Butler escorted him on the 10.30am train 
to Dublin. [By any standards this was an extraordinary 
decision by Kearney to have only one member of the 
Force escorting such a high-profile prisoner to Dublin.]
     In addition to performing the escort duty he also 
carried three bags containing the firearms and other 
exhibits which had been found near the boat at Banna 
Beach, as well as three overcoats located at McKenna’s 
Fort. 

PUCK DROWNING
They travelled in a private carriage and when the train 
stopped at Killarney, Casement asked Sgt Butler to buy a 
newspaper for him which Butler did. At the train station 
the local Head Constable of the RIC came to the carriage 
door and said to Sgt Butler ‘’Did you hear what happened 
to the lads at Puck?’ When Sgt Butler replied that he had 
not, the Head Constable said: ‘They ran in to the tide and 
were drowned’.

RISING REMEMBERED
1916

In the third and final part of his series on Sir 
Roger Casement’s ill-fated trip to Ireland in 
1916 to make arrangements for the arms 
landing, Retired Chief Supt Donal O’Sullivan 
outlines the events surrounding Casement’s 
private escort to London to face trial and 
subsequent execution, which followed 
within months.

CASEMENT’S 
PRIVATE ESCORT 

TO LONDON
Sir Roger Casement was 
the most extraordinary 
and most unlikely of 
all the Irish martyrs 
who gave their lives for 
Ireland down through 
the centuries.
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     After leaving Killarney, Casement began to cry and 
asked Sgt Butler ‘Where is Puck? Is it near Castlemaine 
Bay?’ When the sergeant told him that it was, Casement 
said ‘I am very sorry for these men. It was on my account 
they were here. They were two good Irishmen’. He 
obviously assumed the two casualties of the drowning 
were Monteith and Bailey.
     On arrival in Dublin, Sgt Butler had Casement 
conveyed to Arbour Hill Military Barracks where the 
prisoner was taken over by Sgt Major Whittaker. Sgt 
Butler also handed over the parcels which he carried. 
Casement was again searched at Arbour Hill and after 
very little delay he was conveyed under escort to the mail-
boat at Dun Laoghaire, en route to London. 
     He was conveyed to London by an escort under the 
command of Sgt Bracken of the Military Foot Police, 
based at Ship Street in Dublin. Casement was taken via 
Holyhead to Bow Street Police Station in London where he 
was handed over to the London Metropolitan Police under 
Inspector Joseph Handcock of the London CID. 
     From there he was conveyed in the first instance to 
New Scotland Yard and finally to the Tower Of London. 

Robert Monteith with Roger Casement on a German 
U-boat on their way to Ireland, April 1916 
(Source: An Phoblacht)

His trial and execution followed within months.
     Sir Roger Casement was the most extraordinary and 
most unlikely of all the Irish martyrs who gave their lives 
for Ireland down through the centuries. While Tralee, 
Banna Beach and Ardfert remain on the map, Casement’s 
name will always be associated with these areas. 
     An important aspect of his detention Co. Kerry is that 
it is at least gratifying to know that during that 30-hour 
period he was treated with dignity, respect and humanity 
as befitted the noble and generous gentleman that he 
was.

CASEMENT’S WATCH
After Casement had left for Dublin on Saturday morning, 
the Kearneys discovered that he had left his pocket 
watch, which appeared to be a valuable one, behind in 
their home. 
     He most likely had left it there on the Saturday 
morning when having had breakfast in the Kearney 
home, and it was obviously left by Casement as a token 
of his appreciation as the Kearneys had refused to accept 
any gift from him on Friday night.
     When a few weeks elapsed and the names of 
Casement’s defence team became known, Kearney sent 
the watch by registered post to Mr George Gavan Duffy 
who was the junior barrister at the trial. 
     Duffy sent a letter of acknowledgement to Kearney 
for the watch. Prior to Casement’s execution he sent his 
cigarette lighter to Kearney  as a present through a friend, 
and the lighter is still  much treasured by the Kearney 
family.

DANIEL BAILEY
On Easter Saturday Daniel Bailey was arrested by the RIC 

Prior to Casement’s execution 
he sent his cigarette lighter to 
John A. Kearney  as a present 
through a friend, and the 
lighter is still  much treasured 
by the Kearney family.
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near Abbeydorney and was taken to the local RIC station. 
After spending some time there he offered to talk to Sgt 
Restrick (RIC) in return from his immunity.
     District Inspector Frederick Britten of Tralee, travelled 
to Abbeydorney to interview him at 4pm and Bailey gave 
him a complete account of how he had landed at Banna 
Beach with Roger Casement and Robert Monteith, by 
submarine on Good Friday morning. 
     He told DI Britten about the arms ship expected to 
arrive at Fenit over the weekend with arms, ammunition 
and explosives as well as the planned rebellion expected 
at the weekend. 
     Bailey was the man who completed the jigsaw for 
the RIC and tied up all the strange events that were 
happening over that Easter weekend. He later made a full 
detailed written statement to DI Britten.
     He was detained in custody and went on to trial at 
the Old Bailey after he had given incriminating evidence 
at the Casement trial. At his trial in London, the English 
Attorney General offered no evidence against him and put 
forward the case that he was an innocent party to all the 
proceedings and was only acting under orders. 
     He proved to be a very valuable witness for the 
prosecution of Roger Casement, Austin Stack and Con 
Collins his name has lived on in Republican history and 
folklore as being a ‘traitor’ to the Irish cause and he is 
frequently referred to as ’the third man’.

ROBERT MONTEITH
Robert Monteith stayed in Tralee overnight on Friday 
night in a room over The Hibernian Hall and on Saturday 
night he attended a meeting of the Volunteers at their 
headquarters in ‘The Rink’ in Tralee  which was located 
about 300 metres from the RIC Police HQ.
     Austin Stack had been arrested during the day when 
he called to Tralee RIC Station. Paddy Cahill who was next 
in charge refused to take command of the Volunteers and 
insisted that Monteith should do so, despite the latter’s 
natural objections, he was prevailed upon to take charge 
of the assembled Volunteers.
     For a man who was a virtual stranger in the town, the 
decision was indeed a strange one and he found himself 
in a very difficult situation. He was not aware of the final 
plans which had been made at local level over several 
weeks prior to that relating to the expected landing of 
arms at Fenit and their subsequent dispersal. 
     The final arrangements had been made by Stack and 
kept secret by him and he was now in custody.  Monteith 
failed to locate any boatman to take a boat out to Tralee 
Bay to act as pilot boat for the arms shipment.  There was 
only one map of the Tralee area available and that was 
out of date.
     Early on Sunday morning Monteith sent out scouts 
to Fenit and Ardfert to look out for the arms ship and 
arranged for other Volunteer scouts to patrol Tralee town. 
Contingents of Volunteers had marched in from Dingle 

Robert Monteith later described 
the gun-running attempt to 
Ireland as being the ’wildest 
exercise in the history of 
Europe’.

[30 miles away] and 
Ballymacelligott 
and other locations 
within the county 
in accordance with 
arrangements made 
by Austin Stack earlier 
in the week. 
     Lieutenant Patrick 
Whelan of the 
Limerick Volunteers 
brought word that 
Volunteer HQ in 
Dublin had called off 
all activities for Easter 
Sunday. To justify 
the mobilisation of 
the 300 Volunteers, 
they were drilled in 
a nearby field until 
darkness fell. The 
different contingents 
were then dismissed 
and directed to return 
to their bases. 
     Monteith knew that the RIC and military were looking 
for him and he handed over control of the Volunteers to 
Adjutant Paddy Cahill.  Monteith left The Rink in disguise 
marching with the Ballymacelligott Volunteers and stayed 
with Tom McEllistrim in Ballymacelligott overnight. 
     He remained in hiding at different locations in the 
Ballymacelligott and Cloghers areas for some days, before 
being conveyed by a priest to the Jesuit house at Limerick. 
After a number of months he was successfully smuggled 
on board a ship from Cobh to Liverpool from where he 
immigrated to the United States, working as a fireman on 
board a ship. 
     He was never caught up with by the British authorities 
or charged with any offence relating to his activities in 
Ireland or Germany. Monteith later described the gun-
running attempt to Ireland as being the ’wildest exercise 
in the history of Europe’.
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The lamplighter’s rod beat a heavy tattoo 
upon the bedroom windowpane of 

the small terraced house, one of many in a 
long line of terraced houses to be found in 
North Dublin. It was an established custom 
for workers who started work early in the 
morning to engage the local lamplighter to 
give them a call while turning off the gas 
street lights.
     An arm emerged from beneath the 
bedclothes quickly pulling back the curtain. 
The owner of the arm threw back the 
bedcovers and at the same time heaved 
himself out. He shivered slightly as his feet 
touched the cold and bare linoleum floor 
covering. There was still a frostiness in the air 
in late April.
     James O’Brien was a big man, tall, 
muscular and broad of shoulder, with thick 
blue black hair greying at the temples. Six 
feet and four inches in his bare feet he was 
forced to lower his head slightly to clear the 
ceiling of the bedroom. 
     It was no wonder that Maura, his wife, 
now stirring in their bed, fell for him the moment she set 
eyes on him for indeed he was a handsome man. Even 
now at 46 years he still possessed rugged good looks. 
     He descended the rather squeaky stairway being 
careful not to wake their two children still asleep in 
the adjacent bedroom. He shivered again, for the small 
hallway was considerably cooler than the bedroom. 
Turning into the parlour he immediately felt the warmth 
of the slacked down fire.
     Taking up a poker he cracked open the hardened fuel 
giving the dying embers a shaking, sending a shower of 

Easter Monday morning in 1916 proved to be a fateful one for Constable James O’Brien 

– the first fatality of the Easter Rising of 1916 – who was shot dead outside the gates 

of Dublin Castle by James Connolly, one of the rebel leaders and signatories of the 

Proclamation. (Short story by Alan D. Mounce)

THE FINAL 
HOURS OF 

‘LUCKY’O’BRIEN

Constable James O’Brien was the first fatality of the Easter Rising 
of 1916 outside the gates of Dublin Castle.

sparks briskly up the flue of the chimney. Applying a few 
pieces of fresh coal the fire burst into life. O’Brien had 
always considered himself lucky to have secured a rental 
on the house and that he was able to afford it.
     His weekly income amounted to 36 shillings before 
outgoings; not a fortune but better than many. Placing a 
screen in front of the now roaring fire he moved to the 
scullery where a blackened range threw out similar heat. 
He pulled out the damper at the same time adjusting the 
position of a large copper kettle over the ring vent. 
     By now Maura was up and about busying herself in 
the parlour. James looked at her in loving admiration, 
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how on earth did this beauty of a woman with her long 
black hair cascading down her back, her high cheek 
bones beneath a pair of sparkling but soft brown eyes 
see anything in him? He could not help but admire her 
slender, lithesome figure, she was after all, five years 
younger than him, yet she looked even younger. He was 
indeed a lucky man.

TIME TO MAKE A MOVE
Maura had moved into the scullery, her territory, already 
wrestling with a heavy cast-iron pan on the range. A lump 
of lard melted on the now-warming pan as two rashers of 
bacon followed later by two eggs sizzled away. James did 
like his eggs and bacon for breakfast.
     He, for his part, had poured the scalding water from 
the kettle into a large bowl with a portion set aside for 
shaving.
     With a piece of Sunlight soap he applied himself to his 
ablutions. Having washed and shaved he devoured the 
tasty breakfast and sipped the hot, almost scalding mug 
of black tea – no milk and sugar for him! 
     The clock in the parlour told him it was time to make a 
move to work.  Admiring himself in the mirror he parted 
his hair down the middle as was the fashion of the day. 
He wore a ‘Grandad’, shirt tucked into a pair of dark blue 
serge trousers held up by a pair of broad braces, and on 
his feet a pair of black boots polished to a high shine. 
     He reached for the tunic from behind the kitchen door. 
Maura moved quickly to his side brushing the tunic as he 
put it over those broad shoulders of his. 
     James O’Brien looked at his wife and smiled. His mind 
went back all those years to the time he was a young man 
in Kilfergus, County Limerick. It was there he first set eyes 
on Maura, a vivacious and carefree lass who caught the 
eye of every young stud in the village, yet it was he that 
finally won her heart. Yes, indeed he was a lucky man.
     Girding his leather belt around his waist he donned 
a soft cap and waterproof ‘mac’ then kissed Maura 
goodbye as he headed for the scullery yard where 
his bicycle, a bit of a bone shaker, lay up against the 
whitewashed wall. 

PLANS FOR LATER ON
Cycling at ease and at a steady pace through the yet still 
quiet city streets O’Brien’s thoughts mulled over the plans 
he had for later that day. He had, with some effort and 
calling in a few favours, managed to get a half-day off 
work, a rare occurrence considering today was a public 
holiday. 
     He would finish at 12 noon, cycle home where, if all 
was well, Maura would be waiting with the children. 
After a quick wash and a change of clothes they would 
be off to Amiens St Station and then the train down to 
Bray, where Maura’s elder sister lived with her brood in 
a three-storey property on the seafront. They would stay 
overnight and return the following morning. 

The uniform of the British Crown (circa 1902).

     He would spend the afternoon on the beach with the 
children and their cousins larking about until the sun set. 
If his finances allowed, he earned 36 shillings a week after 
all, he would buy them all a penny worth of chips to eat 
on their way up from the beach. Yes, indeed he was a 
lucky man he said to himself.
     Approaching the River Liffey his eye caught sight of a 
platoon of soldiers moving up Benburb St at the double, 
the Sergeant barking out the time. They would probably 
be from the nearby Royal Barracks. 
     O’Brien saw nothing unusual in this; after all the 
military regularly carried out early morning route marches, 
although not normally as late as this. Over the bridge with 
Kingsbridge Railway Station on his right, he pushed on 
over cobbled square sets, the exertion causing beads of 
sweat to form on his brow. 

ARRIVING FOR DUTY
Turning into the yard of Dublin Castle he acknowledged 
the young sentry on duty with nod of his head. At the 
tower he swung into the courtyard, the Devil’s Half Acre, 
pulling up to a stop with a slight squealing of brakes. 
Parking his cycle he slipped his cycle clips into one of the 
mac pockets and strode into a small office. 
     Removing his mac’ revealing his tunic or frock , its 
high neck collar sported chrome numbers 168B, down 
the front a row of seven chrome buttons bearing a crown 
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shinning like silver in the morning light. 
     Constable James O’Brien of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police had arrived for duty. This 
small drab office passed as the Police Office 
at Dublin Castle, the administrative centre of 
Imperial power in Ireland. 
     The Duty Sergeant looked up from his duty 
sheets, ‘Morning, O’Brien’, he grunted. ‘I see 
you finish early today’, his eyebrows knitted 
together. Was there a hint of disapproval in 
his manner? 
     ‘Morning. Yes, thank you sergeant’, 
replied O’Brien respectfully, hoping that 
would end that part of the conversation. 
‘Right then. You’re on your usual point. The 
Yard Gate.’ A pause. When you are ready’, 
grumbled the sergeant.
     ‘Ready now, sergeant.’ answered O’Brien 
reaching into his locker to remove a smart 
dark blue helmet with a chrome finial and 
a chromed rim. The centrepiece, again in 
chrome finish, a large helmet plate featuring 
a harp within a garter with the words 
Metropolitan Police inscribed upon it, all 
below an Imperial Crown, 

CROWNING GLORY
To O’Brien this was his crowning glory; the 
emblem of the authority invested in him since 
he joined the force. After 26 years of service 
he would use that authority wisely. The Police 
Office clock showed 8am, time to commence 
his duties. 
     Stepping out into the now-warming 
sunshine he nodded a greeting to the young 
baby-faced soldier standing smartly at ease 
in front of the Gate’s sentry box holding, in 
his right hand, his issue rifle loaded with six 
rounds of blank ammunition. The military 
authorities did not wish the sentry or any 
member of the public to receive an injury as 
a result of an accidental discharge. No, that 
would never do! 
     Today would be relatively quiet, after all it 
was a public holiday. Most of the staff at the 
Castle, both civilian and military, would be off 
enjoying themselves, probably at the races at 
Fairyhouse. There would be a full card that 
would be for certain. 
     O’Brien counted himself lucky in another 
respect. Being an affable character he had, 
over the years at the Castle, become on 
good terms with many of the influential civil 
servants who would, if asked, give him a 
reference should he need one.
     At precisely 8.50am he would be on hand 

Rebel leader Sean Connolly, who shot Constable O’Brien outside 
Dublin Castle, pictured being led to court for final sentencing.

Dublin City Centre in the aftermath of the 1916 Rising.

to greet Mr Augustine Birrell, Chief Secretary for Ireland, as he entered 
the Castle, on foot as always. Mr Birrell was the epitome of an English 
gentleman, immaculately dressed in frock coat and top hat, grey 
stripped trousers and spats over polished shoes. 
     Always polite he would stop at the Gate pausing to bid O’Brien the 
time of day and wish him well for his tour of duty. Yes, O’Brien had 
time for Mr Birrell. Here came a gaggle of nurses in their smart and 
neatly-pressed uniforms giggling and laughing as they passed him. 
     He gave them a broad smile as he touched his helmet rim in  a 
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gentle mocking  salute, they in turn smiled and giggled 
some more, even at 46 years he still had an appreciative 
eye for the ladies! 
     One of them detached herself from the rest and called 
out to O’Brien that the Fenians were marching up and 
down Sackville Street in the city centre. He thanked her 
but soon put it out of his mind. 

TENSION IN THE AIR
Had not the Fenians been marching around the city 
for months now. The morning progressed much as he 
expected, quiet and uneventful. After a short break 
for a mug of tea he resumed his duty, his mind briefly 
wandered as he began to think of his retirement, not so 
far off now. 
     He was lucky to be in the position he was in at the 
present. If his luck and good fortune lasted he could be 
assured of a position as a ‘tipstaff’ to one of the judges at 
the Law Courts at best. A court official at worst. Even a 
messenger at the Castle if things did not work out. 
     He believed his good fortune would see him through. 
Yes, that would do very nicely and with an additional 
modest pension at the end of his civilian employment. 
Maura would be pleased.
     Hello, what was that? At first he was unsure. Then he 
heard the tramp of marching feet. Not an unusual sound 
but unusual for this time of day and anyway the sound 
did not have the crisp sharpness of trained marching feet. 
Almost at the same time O’Brien was aware of a tension 
in the air that did not exist before. Suddenly the street in 
front of him appeared empty. 
     Almost at once he saw them. Up Cork Hill came a 
small column of men in the green uniform of the Citizen 
Army, a motley crew he observed, young, middle aged 
and one or two who had seen the passage of many years, 
but they all carried rifles – German rifles. 
     At their head was a small runt of a man with a 
long hooked nose named Sean Connolly, an actor by 
profession and certainly not a military man. O’Brien 
vaguely remembered him on stage from an earlier time, 
he pulled out his notebook.
     This occurrence needed recording he said to himself 
as he began to write. Connolly, becoming agitated by 
the second, after all he was totally unused to his present 
situation, was breathing heavily, not through exhaustion 
but nervousness. 
     He mopped his brow trying to disperse the rivulets of 
nervous sweat running down his forehead. He was clearly 
gripped with anxiety and on edge as he approached the 
constable. O’Brien had witnessed this parading about 
before. 

FEELING OF FOREBODING
The Citizen Army and their followers had been marching 
about the city for weeks now, especially in the Phoenix 
Park , right under the nose of the RIC whose Depot was 

situated in the Park. The authorities seemed to turn a 
blind eye.
    O’Brien stepped forward, notebook in his hand. ‘Now 
then lads lets have no bother. Move along and do your 
parading elsewhere on a fine morning like this!’ Another 
time they would have paid heed – but not today.
     The young sentry seeing all this in front of him had 
bolted into the Castle to raise an alarm. Connolly, mindful 
of the clear instructions he had been given by his leaders 
that no unarmed man or woman (and this included the 
DMP as an unarmed force), was to be fired upon, stepped 
forward,
     ‘Stand aside’, he called to the constable, the nerves 
really getting to him now, after all he and his party had 
come to seize the Castle. O’Brien sensed a feeling of 
foreboding, he realised the situation he found himself in 
was more serious than he originally thought. 
     Twenty six years of experience kicked in. He knew 
his duty. Turning, he took hold of the gate to the Castle 
and began to close it. Connolly was, by now, a bundle of 
nerves quite unsure what to do. 
     He raised his rifle to his shoulder his fingers twitching, 
his body trembling, this act had crossed his Rubicon, if 
he backed down now his men would see him as weak 
and would not follow him. They were already becoming 
restless. Challenging an unarmed constable like this was 
not what they had expected.
     ‘For God’s sake man. Will you get out of the way!’ 
pleaded Connolly. O’Brien paid no heed continuing 
to close the gate. For a millisecond O’Brien felt pain, 
indescribable pain. He was dead before his body fell to 
the ground. 
     The bullet had hit him in the back of the head carrying 
away half his skull. As he fell his notebook landed beside 
his lifeless body, lying open revealing his last entry….
Monday 24 April 1916 @ 11.30am – Column of armed-
men approach…The entry incomplete for O’Brien’s luck 
had run out.

Public sympathy soon followed for the rebels, when 
news of the executions started to spread.
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OBITUARIES

Seamus was a member of a family of 11 
and very proud of his native spot “The 
Kerries”, near Tralee where he went to 
local primary and secondary schools with 
his twin brother, Micheál.  Later, they both 
completed a Diploma in Social & Economic 
Science at UCC.  A family policing history: 
(Uncle Con was a Garda in Ennis and two 
other uncles were Policemen in Chicago), 
pointed Seamus in the same direction.
     He joined An Garda Síochána on 
11 November 1953 and following the 
Passing-Out parade in April 1954 was 
allocated to Carlow Town, where he 
met his future wife, Ann Pender. After 
completion of his ‘Part 11’ course in 1955, 
he was posted to Rathvilly, Co. Carlow. 
     Later, he was transferred to Garda 
HQ in Phoenix Park where Seamus was 
appointed to the Ministerial-Driving Pool 
as official-driver for Jack Lynch, T.D. and 
Minister for Education.  After a short 
period in Monasterevin, he was promoted 
Sergeant in 1960 and transferred to 
Nobber, Co. Meath. In 1963, he was 
appointed Sergeant I/C. Drogheda and 
after six years was promoted to Inspector, 
which resulted in a move to Store Street. 
     A giant leap in 1970 took him to the 
southern capital to become an Inspector at 
McCurtain Street Station, Cork.  In the late 
1970s, he was promoted Superintendent 

and appointed Garda District Officer in 
Castlerea, Co. Roscommon.  Later he 
came southwards to Bruff, Co. Limerick, 
Fermoy, Co. Cork before his final posting 
as Garda District Officer, Togher, Cork City.  
He retired from the force in July 1991.
     For many years Seamus was associated 
with the work of the Garda Representative 
Associations. When the Garda Sergeants 
& Inspectors’ Association (AGSI) was 
established, Seamus was an Inspector 
representative on their National Executive.  
     He was President of the Garda 
Superintendents’ Association prior 
to retirement from the Force. After 
retirement, he was an active member of 
the Cork Branch committee of the Garda 
Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
and was also President of Probus Club in 
Bishopstown, Cork.
     His wife, Ann; son David; daughter 
Elaine (McCarthy) and grand-children, 
wish to thank both the serving and retired 
members who attended the removal, 
requiem mass and funeral or sent 
messages of sympathy and Mass Cards. A 
special thanks to Sergeant Chris Cronin, 
Bishopstown Station and the Garda 
motor-cycle escort from Anglesea Street 
Station.

Suaimhneas Síoraí Dá Anam

JAMES P. (SEAMUS) KERINS 
The Rise,
Bishopstown,
Cork City
Birthplace: 
Tralee, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda Superintendent
Reg. No. 10407H
Date of Death: 
27 May 2015
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Pat was educated at Cooloo National 
School near Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.  Later, 
he completed his secondary education 
at St. Jarlath’s College, Tuam. In 1971, 
he joined An Garda Síochána with his 
first allocation taking him to Donnybrook 
Garda Station, Dublin.  In 1984, he got 
a transfer to Tipperary Town where he 
remained until his retirement from the 
force in June 2009.
     Pat had many interest within the 
local community and was involved with 
a number of organisations.  He devoted 
much of his time to young people in 
Scouting Ireland and volunteered as a Cub 
Scout Leader for a number of years with 
the 10th Tipperary Scouts unit. 
     Many locals fondly remember Pat for 
his role as Garda liaison officer for the 
elderly. He was chairman of Community 
Alert in Tipperary Town for many years 
and was great for looking after and 

visiting the elderly. 
     After retiring from the force, he was 
actively involved performing voluntary 
work for Tipperary and Cashel Day Care 
Centres as well as St Patrick’s Hospital, 
Cashel. 
     Pat was a lover of the outdoors and 
fresh air. His hobbies included walking, 
gardening and music. Every Sunday, he 
performed with the St Michael’s Church 
choir.
     Sadly, Pat passed away after a brief 
illness and was laid to rest in St Michael’s 
cemetery, Tipperary on 6 June 2015. 
     His wife Rosemary, sons Earl and 
Glenn, wish to thank all serving and 
retired members of An Garda Síochána 
who attended Pat’s funeral or sent 
messages of sympathy at what was a very 
difficult time for the family.

Ar Dheas Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

PATRICK (PAT) NAUGHTON
Dundrum Road,
Tipperary Town,
Co. Tipperary
Birthplace: 
Laught,
Moylough, 
Co. Galway
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.  18017C
Date of Death: 
2 June 2015
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JOHN DUNCAN
Rahan Road,

Tullamore, Co. Offaly

Birthplace: 

Ballybofey, Co. Donegal
Rank: Detective Garda

Reg. No.: 13819C

Date of Death: 
27 December 2014

John was born in Ballybofey where his 
father, John Joseph Duncan was serving 
as a Garda. While John was still a toddler, 
his dad got promoted to Sergeant and was 
transferred to Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan.
     It was here where John grew up and 
went to school. Even though hurling would 
be his favourite sport, he always retained a 
soft spot for the Cavan football team.
     It was a natural progression for John 
to join An Garda Síochána and on 3 
September 1959, he arrived to his first 
station in Tullamore, where he remained 
there for most of his service, except for 
two short periods in Clonbologue and 
Mountbolus. 
     John always retained close affinity with 
the Mountbolus community. He had many 
a funny story to recount from that period 
of his service including trips to the races 
with his Sergeant who believed that the 
only way to get through a busy junction 
was fast.  
     In 1965, John was appointed to 
Detective Branch covering Tullamore 

District and remained in that position until 
his retirement.  One of his great memories 
was being part of the security detail, which 
looked after Pope John Paul II on his 1979 
visit to Clonmacnoise.
     Even though not born an Offaly man, 
John became an avid supporter of the 
county hurling and football teams.  He 
followed the county teams far and wide 
during their glory years.  He was also keen 
on fishing and golf but on the golf course 
he expected you to give him all short putts. 
John was pre-deceased by his brother, the 
late Inspector Kevin Duncan.
     The Duncan family wish to sincerely 
thank all serving and retired Gardai who 
attended John’s funeral or sent messages 
of sympathy and mass cards. 
     The GSRMA Tullamore Branch wish 
to express its deepest sympathy to John’s 
widow, Olive, his daughters Katherine, 
Marie, Lorraine, Carmel, Delores, sons, 
John and Peter.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

JOHN GARAHAN
Conor Cluane Road,
Dublin 7
Birthplace: 
Fourmile House, 
Roscommon
Rank: Garda
Reg. No. 12914C
Date of Death: 
20 August 2015

John is survived by his wife Myra, 
daughters Edel and Lucy, sons in law and 
grandchildren. He was predeceased by 
his brother James and sister Eileen. He 
is survived by his sisters Maureen and 
Dorothy, many nieces and nephews, 
grandnieces and grandnephews.
     He served at Sundrive Road (Dublin), 
Claremorris, Cong and Garda Headquarters, 
Dublin. Following his retirement in January 
1988, he spent the remaining chapter of 
his life with his wife Myra travelling and 
spending quality time with family and 
friends. He loved house games of Bridge.
     He had a deep love of GAA and rarely 
missed a match. He was very devout and 
attended his Third Order meetings on a 
regular basis. He was involved in various 
Church and social activities. During his 
years in An Garda Síochána he was a loyal 
member of the Garda Recreation Club, 
including membership of Stacktown Golf 
Club in its early years. He had a great 
interest in all things Garda related, long 
after retirement.
     John enjoyed good health until the 

start of 2015. Following hospitalisation in 
the Beacon Hospital and recuperation in 
Assisi House, he was able to remain in the 
comfort of his own home, which was a 
huge priority for John, until his admission 
to the Bon Secours Hospital. He spent two 
weeks in their excellent care before passing 
away peacefully on 20 August last.
     John was a very kind, thoughtful and 
honourable man. He was held in high 
esteem by this family, friends, neighbours 
and all who came in contact with him. He 
was a true gentleman, who will be greatly 
missed. 
     Thanks to Fr John Moran and Fr Joe 
Kennedy who officiated at the Mass and 
Navan Road Folk Group for their beautiful 
and uplifting music.
     Myra, Edel, Lucy and their families wish 
to thank serving and retired members of 
An Garda Síochána who attended John’s 
funeral or sent messages of sympathy. 
You kindness and support was deeply 
appreciated.

May he rest in peace.
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DENIS JOSEPH HYDE
Dooradoyle,
Limerick
Birthplace: Bandon, Co. Cork
Rank: Garda Inspector
Reg. No.: 09679B
Date of Death: 
26 July, 2015

The family of the late Joe Hyde suffered a 
double blow with the loss of both parents 
over a nine-week period. On 22 May 
2015 their mother, Joan Hyde, (née Ryan), 
formerly of Caherconlish, Co. Limerick 
passed away following a long illness. 
     This was followed by Joe’s rather 
untimely demise on 26 July. Having 
married on 4 April 1950 they had 
celebrated their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary with their loving family of 
five boys and four girls along with their 
extended family.
     Joe was born on 17 November 1925 
in Bandon, Co. Cork and was the second 
eldest of four children. He received his 
primary and secondary education in 
Bandon, and was subsequently employed 
locally as an office clerk. He joined his 
local LDF for four years. During this time 
he won a Cork County Championship 
hurling medal with Bandon.
     He joined An Garda Síochána on 
15 April 1946 and was first posted to 
Caherconlish, Co. Limerick. His next 
station was Adrigole, West Cork and then 
Macroom. He was promoted Sergeant in 
1958 and transferred to Broadford, Co. 
Clare and then in charge of Kilrush. He 
next transferred to Castleconnell, Co. 
Limerick.
     In 1973 Joe was promoted Inspector 
and transferred to Listowel, Co. Kerry 
returning to William Street Station, 
Limerick on 4 March 1975. His cheerful 

and engaging personality made him a 
very popular colleague until his retirement 
from Henry Street Station on 17 June 
1979.
     Throughout his life Joe was a great 
family man. He took a keen interest in 
many sports and started a volleyball club 
in Castleconnell. He recognised the value 
of Community Games always giving it his 
full support. 
     Joe believed that through these 
games the sense of community was 
strengthened and a healthy spirit of 
competition and pride was encouraged 
among local youth. Joe never lost 
touch with Bandon and was a frequent 
contributor to the ‘Bandon Opinion’ 
newspaper. He also penned the 
occasional poem.
     The family would like to sincerely 
thank the Milford Home Care Team for 
their kindness and support, the local 
Gardaí for providing an escort as well 
as the Retired Members’ Association for 
providing a guard of honour. 
     Thanks also to those very supportive 
neighbours and friends who sent Mass 
cards, messages of sympathy, attended 
both funerals and were so helpful at this 
difficult time. In this the family found a 
degree of consolation which made their 
grief a little more bearable.

May he rest in peace.

JOSEPH WARD 
Ballyloughane Road,
Galway
Birthplace: New York
Rank: Superintendent
Reg. No. 10079L
Date of Death: 
24 January 2015

Joe Ward was born in New York in 1927. 
When he was six years old, his family 
returned to Ireland and settled in Donegal 
where his father was raised. 
     Joe joined An Garda Síochána in 1948 
and retired at the rank of Superintendent 
in 1990. He served in many counties 
including Mayo, Kerry, Cork, Sligo, 
Roscommon, Clare (Shannon) and Galway 
city. 
     An avid GAA supporter, especially 
Gaelic Football, he played football with 
Mick O’Connell on Valentia Island in 
Kerry while stationed there in 1950s. Joe 

managed the victorious Galway West 
Garda team, winners of the County 
Galway inter-firm competition in 1970. 
     He was proud to be a member of An 
Garda Síochána.  He was very involved in 
organising security for the Pope’s visit to 
Galway in 1979. 
     Joe is survived by his wife Mary, 
daughters Norma, Siobhan, son Joseph, 
son in law David and granddaughter Orla. 
He loved his job, his family and friends 
and is greatly missed by all. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
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JOHN O’SULLIVAN
Kevin Barry’s Avenue,
Ennis, Co. Clare
Birthplace: 
Skibbereen, 
Co. Cork
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No. 13221G
Date of Death: 
22 May 2015

John was an only child in a family born on 
6 November 1936. After leaving school, 
he joined An Garda Síochána and was 
allocated in November 1957 to Kilrush 
Station, Co. Clare. Two years later he was 
transferred to Miltown-Malbay and in 
1961 was appointed a Garda District Clerk 
at Ennis Station. 
     In 1970, he was promoted Sergeant 
with appointments taking him to Shannon, 
Ballingarry (Limerick), Adare and Sergeant-
in-Charge of the newly-established Edward 
Street District HQ in 1972. 
     He was appointed Divisional Clerk, 
Ennis in 1978 and in 1986 was appointed 
Weights & Measures Inspector for County 
Clare.  
     He retired from the force on 5 
November 1993 after 36 years’ service. He 
was vice-chairman of the Clare Branch of 
the Irish International Police Association.
     While stationed in Kilrush, he met 
Celilia O’Dea and they got married in June 
1959 in Our Lady of the Rorary Church, 
Limerick. They reared seven children - 
Seán, Ann, Irene, Rose, James, Cecilia and 
Maureen. John was devoted to his family 
and a great father and grandfather to all.
     He had a keen interest in promoting 
and organising many sporting activities, 
including football, swimming, athletics, 
community games, boxing, handball and 
road bowling. 

     He believed strongly in the immense 
mutual benefits accrued for the community 
and the Gardaí when members of the 
force involved themselves locally, through 
sport and other activities. He practised this 
concept in every area he served.
     He was secretary of the Clare Garda 
Sports (Coiste Roinne) Committee as well 
as holding posts in the Provincial and 
National Executives. He took part in many 
Garda swimming championships in Dublin 
in the 1960s.
     A number of special awards were made 
to John over the years in recognition of 
the remarkable organisational work done 
by him in promoting sporting activities for 
young people. 
     At the 25th anniversary of the Garda 
Athletic Association (Coiste Simasa), the 
National Executive honoured members 
of the Force who made outstanding 
contributions to sport. 
     A special silver jubilee award was 
presented by the then Taoiseach, 
Charles Haughey to John O’Sullivan at a 
presentation banquet in the Burlington 
Hotel, Dublin in November 1987.
     Cecilia and the O’Sullivan families wish 
to thank serving and retired members of 
An Garda Síochána who attend John’s 
funeral or sent mass sards.

May he rest In peace.

William (Bill) was proud of Killarney where 
he was born and reared and also of his 
family association with An Garda Síochána.             
     His father (Jeremiah) was a highly-
respected Garda who lived and served in 
Killarney while his uncle (Bill) was a Garda 
stationed at Coolgreaney, Co. Wexford. 
     After completing his education, Bill 
joined the force and so also did his two 
brothers, Vincent and Philip. 
     Both are now retired and loyal GSRMA 
members in Cappoquin and Clonmel 
branches.
     Following training in Phoenix Park, 
William was allocated to Portlaoise and 
later Wolfhill Garda Stations. In 1960, he 
was transferred to Ferbane, Co. Offaly, 
from where he was promoted Sergeant in 
1961. 
     After promotion, his new appointed 
took him as Sergeant incharge of 

Kilcormac.  He served as a Sergeant in 
Kilcormac for 30 long years and was also 
a Civil Defence Instructor for the Garda 
District.  
     He retired from the force in 1988 and 
immediately joined the Garda Pensioners’ 
Association.  
     He always looked forward to reading 
Garda retired news in the Síocháin 
magazine.
     Married to Margaret, the couple 
reared a family of eight: Cathleen, Jacinta, 
Garrett, Máiread, Ciara, Liam Ivo, Tony 
and Clare.  Bill had great respect for the 
Franciscan Order, Merchant’s Quay, Dublin 
where his brother, the late Fr. Brian Bergin 
(OFM) served.  He is survived by his sisters: 
Meave Gleeson (Kilcormac) and Breda 
Bergin (Killarney.

May he rest in peace.

WILLIAM IVO BERGIN
Frankford, 
Kilcormac,
Co. Offaly
Birthplace: 
Killarney, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No. 12697G
Date of Death: 
29 July 2015

Support
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JOSEPHINE (JOSIE) O’DWYER
Hillcrest Drive, 
Lucan,
Co. Dublin
Birthplace: 
Riverstown, Co. Sligo
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No. 00004W
Date of Death: 
11 February 2015

Josie’s death occurred un-expectedly in 
February, 2015.  She was always proud 
of her native place near Riverstown, Co. 
Sligo. In 1959, she was a member of 
a pioneering group who made history 
by becoming the first female recruits to 
An Garda Síochána. Her Garda training 
commenced at the Garda Depot, Phoenix 
Park on the 9th of July 1959 with a 
registration number 00004W. 
     On 4 December, 1959, she was 
allocated to Store Street Garda Station 
and on the 22nd of October 1962 she 
transferred to Pearse Street. She was 
quickly promoted to the rank of Sergeant 
and for more than 20 years served in 
Pearse Street District and wore the ‘B’ 
District shoulder number 10B. 
     She was also involved in the training 
of new recruits in Templemore Garda 
Training Centre. In the 1980s she moved 
to Garda Headquarters from where she 
retired in 1991.
     Josie was a keen golfer; she played 
pitch and putt and was a very competitive 
bridge player. 
     She was a strong swimmer and was 
at her aqua aerobics class two days prior 
to her death. She was a woman of deep 
faith who played an active role in parish 

life and completed over 50 pilgrimages to 
Lough Derg.
     The attendance at her funeral mass 
in Lucan included Minister for Justice 
Frances Fitzgerald and a large number 
of former colleagues. A guard of honour 
included members of Lucan Golf Club 
and Bridge Club. 
     A packed congregation in The Church 
of the Sacred Heart, Riverstown, awaited 
Josie’s remains, which were taken to the 
altar by her five nieces – a tribute to a 
woman who broke the ‘glass ceiling’ in 
a male dominated career over 50 years 
ago. She was laid to rest in St Joseph’s 
Cemetery, Sooey. Co Sligo.
     Josie was quick witted. She was kind 
and very generous. The arrival of a very 
stylish lady bearing generous gifts was 
welcomed in many houses over the years, 
particularly by children. 
     As they mark the first anniversary of 
her death, her family wanted to express 
their gratitude to all Josie’s former 
colleagues for the respect shown at 
the time of her death. They also deeply 
appreciate the support given to them over 
the past year.

May she rest in peace.

A TRIBUTE TO DUBLIN WEST BRANCH MEMBER

The late Josie O’Dwyer, Retired Sergeant, RIP.
One of the very first female members to join An Garda Síochána in 1959 and after 
31 years distinguished service to the State, Josie retired in 1991. 
     She was a long standing and well-respected member of the Dublin West Branch 
of the GSRMA.  It was with a sense of great shock we learned of her sudden passing 
in February 2015 when she failed to make her usual appearance at our coffee 
morning gathering that month. 
     While, of a retiring nature, Josie played an active role in Branch discussions where 
her strong character was often displayed in getting to the point without unnecessary 
waffle.  Her quick wit belied an incisive but compassionate understanding mind.  
Sadly there is an empty chair now at our meetings that cannot be filled by her 
passing so suddenly from amongst us.  May she Rest in Peace her life’s work done 
and notebook complete. 

Ar Deis Dé go raibh a hanam dílis.
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The Sun
Thou hast the power to wake the bud inside the dormant stem,
To start the cycle off once more in furrow field and fen,
To change the mood around the house where sickly people stay,
While those in work depend on you to get them through the day.

There’s those who want to laze about and cap their faded tan,
But if you want to walk the beach no better friend to man,
The seeds are settled in the ground and they await your call,
To give us corn and other crops to harvest in the Fall.

You have the power to cheer our lives when your bright face we see,
The clouds that sometimes hide your smile add to life’s mystery,
Then as this mystery unfolds and downward pours the rain,
To nourish and to quench the thirst when you shine forth again.

Bran
He passed away the other day,
We watched him grasp his last.
The vet did say “He’s fine –in time
This little turn will pass”,
But sad to say, the vet was wrong,
Our little dog has died,
And those who never owned a dog,
Will wonder why we cried.
At every turn he’d greet you,
With a fast wag of the tail,
And big brown eyes would stare you,
Way off the optic scale.
His little chair is vacant now,
His bed unoccupied,
All sad and stark reminders,
That our little dog has died. 

Making Ends Meet
I dread the postman coming with his windowed envelope,
God knows I have enough to meet without some extra yoke.
I have to pay my water rates, my residential tax,
The bin charges are a worry now, just how can I relax.
The electric bill is jumping up if I turn on the heat,
I have a dinner every day but I can’t afford the meat.
I’m on my last Lyons tea-bag, I’ve been using all the week,
I like a good strong cup of tea, this teabag’s past its peak.
I gave up sugar long ago, the damn thing’s awful dear,
The little tablets in the box, I’m afraid to let them near.

I sometimes shop in Aldi’s they have some lovely things in there,
But when I check what Enda’s left, he left me none to spare.
They have lovely bottles on the shelf but then I stop to think,
With a deep sigh I pass them by saying “I’ve given up the drink”.
They’ve taken away my medicard, my T.V. licence too,
There’s hints about some other things, Lord knows what next they’ll do.
The cost of living it is high, the cost of dying too,
You’re caught right in the middle, there’s no way out for you

All three poems by Paddy Farrell (Dublin West 
Branch) can be found in ‘Reasons to Rhyme’ – his 
76-page book of poetry, which was published in 
2014 by his daughter Margaret Farrell.
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• ADMINISTRATIVE COURSE AT 
GARDA TRAINING CENTRE,  
TEMPLEMORE – SEPTEMBER 1967

Back Row (l-r): P.J. Carney, E. Gilmartin,  
E. Geraghty, V. Hennigan, M.J. Moloney,  
M.J. O’ Brien, M. Collins, and S. Dowd.
Middle Row (l-r.): B.J. Kelleher, J. O’ Sullivan, 
D. Daly, D.G. Hurley, W. Beasley, D. Whelan,  
P. Hanratty, and L.A. Tansey.
Front Row (l-r): S.J. Finnegan, M. O’ Driscoll, 
R.J. Colfer, P.W. Waldron, M.J. Clancy,  
P.J. Cryan, S.E. Mongan, and P.P. Cafferty.

Photo courtesy of Vincent Hennigan, 
Letterkenny Branch.

• AN INSPECTION OF ‘WHO’S WHO’ AT LISTOWEL GARDA STATION!
This photograph was taken during the course of a Garda Inspection at Listowel District HQ over 30 years ago. The photo is courtesy 
of Mrs Madge Groarke, Moyvane, Co. Kerry. Her late husband (Sergeant James T. Groarke, 11067A) is centre back row.

Can you assist with names for others in the photo?

• MAY CLASS 1968 WHO PASSED OUT ON 
12 SEPTEMBER 1968

Back Row (l-r): John Kennedy, John Clancy, James 
Cummins, Joseph Gallagher, Cormac Gordon, James 
Meegan, Michael Traves and Daniel J. O’Connor
Middle Row (l-r): Patrick Killalea, Brian Fahy, Robert 
O Keefe, Anthony Coen, Edward O’Sullivan, William 
Saunderson, Seamus Grogan, Michael Morahan and 
Michael Martin
Front Row (l-r): Frank Fahy, Michael Dalton, Patrick J. 
Reynolds, Sergeant Tom Murphy (Police Duty Instructor), 
Sergeant John Long (Drill Instructor), Denis Dunne, 
William Raftery and Timothy Bowe.

Photo courtesy of Cormac Gordon, Dublin West Branch.



ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

Síocháin   109

• STEPPING OUT FOR NENAGH 
DRESS DANCE – 1967

Front Row (l-r): John Moloney, Tom Healy, 
George Meehan (RIP), Jim Burke, Pat Farrell 
(RIP) and Colm Mulligan (RIP).
Back Row (l-r): Martin Delaney, Michael 
Varley, Paddy Kearns (RIP), Michael 
Monaghan, Pat McGrath, Cecil Gleeson, 
Eddie McDonagh, Liam Walsh, Billy Kelly 
and Christy Geraghty.

Photo courtesy of Matt Givens, Nenagh 
Branch.

• TULLAMORE CIVIL DEFENCE CLASS 
1940

Front Row (l-r):
Gda. A. Carey (Clara); D/Gda. T. Mullins,  
Gda. J. Duffin (Clara); Gda. J. Cannon,  
Sgt. J. Byrne, D/Gda. T. Spain.
2nd Row (l-r): Sgt. M. Hunt (Rahan);  
Gda. J. Kerin (Clara), Gda. M.J. Hanly, Sgt. T. 
Wymes (Daingean); Sgt. M. O’ Neill (Geashill).
3rd Row (l-r): Gda. P. Lee, Gda. P. McGuire 
(Ballycumber); Gda. T. Grady (Rahan);  
Sgt. J. Farrelly.
4th Row (l-r): Gda. C. Delaney (Mountbolus); 
Gda. J. Fleming, Gda. J. O’ Shea, Gda. M. Boland 
(Mountbolus); Gda. M. Ellis (Daingean).

Photo courtesy of Michael Dalton, Tullamore 
Branch.

• CID COURSE – TECHNICAL BUREAU, DUBLIN, HELD APRIL – MAY 1967
Back Row (l-r): T. Healy, M. Staunton, M.A. Finn, P. Cronin, P. Sweeney, J.A. McDonnell, J. Barry, M. Considine.
Middle Row (l-r): J. McSweeney, A.S. McNamara, C. O’ Connell, E.A. Kerins, P. Walsh, A.P. Power, J.J. Brides, M. Sullivan, 
P.G. O’ Donnell. V. Hennigan.
Front Row (l-r): Gda. J.J. Regan, D/Sgt. T. O’ Connor, D/Sgt. P. Culligan, D/Sgt. D. Murphy, D/Supt. P. McLoughlin, D/Insp. J. Moore, 
D/Sgt. E. O’ Fiachan, D/Sgt. J. Courtney, Gardai: C. N. O’ Malley, M.J. Moloney.
Photo courtesy of Vincent Hennigan, Letterkenny.



Looking for a very part time job that will 
also help a very worthy cause?

The Marie Keating Foundation is looking for 
retired members to assist with our coin collections. 

If you can spare one day a week/30 hours a month we would love to hear from you. 
We are looking for people nationwide, especially in: 

Clare, Cork, Donegal, Kerry, Mayo, Waterford
You will be paid a stipend per hour as well as mileage costs.

Marie Keating
foundation

For further information, please contact Linda Keating at 
lkeating@mariekeating.ie or call 01 6283728.

The Marie Keating Foundation provides free cancer information and services nationwide.

DONEGAL ROAD SAFETY 
WORKING GROUP

Slow Down•
Wear Your Seatbelt•
Never ever Drink & Drive•
Be Safe Be Seen•
Switch Off Before You Drive Off•

Think Road Safety!

Slow Down,

wear your Seat Belt

and never ever

Drink and Drive.

The Donegal Road Safety Working
Group seeking your support 

" To reduce the number and severity of road

crashes in County Donegal".

Comhairle Chontae Dhún na nGall 
Donegal County Council

To reduce the number of road collision 
casualties in County Donegal
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CAVAN GROUP VISITS CROM CASTLE IN 
FERMANAGH
Members of Cavan Branch at Crom Castle, Newtownbutler, Co. Fermanagh, pictured (l-r): Declan Dockery, 
Evon Smyth, John Smyth, Mick Ryan, Aidan Dockery, Noel Johnston and Kevin Dockery.

(Photo courtesy of John Smyth, GSRMA Cavan Secretary)

WEXFORD BRANCH BOWLERS IN TOURNAMENT

Members of the Wexford Branch who enjoyed a recent bowling tournament, pictured (l-r): John Barron, 
Anita McInerney, Joan Coady, Tony Fagan, Chris McInerney, and Anita O’Loughlin.



187 Ballyconnell Road, 

Gortmullan, Derrylin,

Fermanagh. BT92 9GP 

Tel: +44 (0) 28 6774 8866

www.quinn-buildingproducts.com  

info@quinn-buildingproducts.com

Quinn Cement

Quinn Therm

Quinn Pre-Cast

Quinn Lite-Pac

Quinn Rooftiles

L ITE  BLO CK S

Quinn Tarmac

Quinn Quarries

Quinn Lite Blocks

T: +353 (0) 9495 46003    
E: reservations@ashfordcastle.com

www.ashfordcastle.com

Proud to Support An Garda Síochána

Unit H2, Merrywell Business Park, Lower Ballyount Road, Dublin 12

  Tel: 01-4502535  Fax: 01-4502534  Mobile: 087-2556000                    
E-Mail: info@machaleplanthire.ie

 MacHale Plant Hire Limited

MacHale Plant Hire Limited is based in the Dublin Area and is 
concentrating it’s activities on Plant Hire and Contracting.

McHale Plant Hire Limited has built its reputation on quality. Whatever 
the project size, value or location our only concern is consistently 
delivering the highest possible quality of service.

Projects:
Over the years we have undertaken work in the following sectors of the 
construction industry:
• Site development for residential, retail and industrial
• Construction for complete industrial parks
• Roads
• Landfill
• Rail
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PRESENTATION OF 
LONG SERVICE GSRMA 
CERTIFICATE IN 
KILDARE

PRESENTATION OF GSRMA CERTIFICATES IN ENNIS, 
CO. CLARE

James Brennan, Maynooth, who gave most of 
his Garda service in Cabra was presented with 
a Long Service GSRMA Certificate by Frank 
Timoney, GSRMA National Treasurer, at the 
Kildare North Branch Annual Mass and Dinner 
Dance at the Springfield Hotel, Leixlip on 
Saturday 30 January 2016. Pictured (l-r): Frank 
Timoney with Kay and James Brennan. 

(Photo courtesy of Authur O’ Hara, Kildare 
North Branch)

(Photographs courtesy of Frank Naughton, Clare 
Branch)

During the Clare Branch AGM at the Temple Gate 
Hotel, Ennis on Thursday, 11 February 2016, Matt 
Cosgrave, GSRMA President, presented Long Service 
GSRMA Certificates to three loyal branch members: 
Ted Finlay, Jim Drudy and Kieran Crowe.

Kieran Crowe

Ted Finlay

Jim Drudy



Feel free to contact a member of our sales team at
Tel: 061-419333, E-Mail:sales@omc.ie

OMC Technologies provide Stainless Steel fabricated 
products and furniture, stainless steel drainage products 
and specialist chemical cleaning and surface treatment 
services. We have been providing our products and 
services to leading companies across the construction 
and pharma sectors in the Irish and UK market for over 
25 years.

OMC TECHNOLOGIES LTD

Unit 11 Portside
Marina Commercial Park

Cork 

Grapevine 
Communications

Tel: 085 813 9590 
Email: info@grapevinec.com

www.Facebook.com/GrapevineCommunicationsLtd
 Web: www.grapevinec.com

Grapevine Communications is 
an Irish company, which offers a 

comprehensive, reliable SMS gateway 
for sending out group text messages. 

We are an official text provider for 
Muintir na Tire and the Gardai.

We offer our customers 2 services, 
a fully managed texting service and 
an online texting service with full 

customer support for both.

New Address: 
Block 10-1, Blanchardstown Corp Park, Dublin 15.

Phone:(01) 812 9420 
www.dfds.com

DFDS COMBINES SEA AND LAND TRANSPORT

DFDS provides sea and land transport services to 
freight customers and passengers. To provide the best 
solutions for customers DFDS operates an integrated 
network with the widest coverage in Northern Europe.
To maximise the capacity utilisation of the network, 
DFDS actively seeks to expand each route’s 
catchment area to attract more customers.
Volumes on freight routes are supported by local sales 
offices and own transport companies - operated by 
the Logistics Division - specialised in traffics with an 
element of sea transport.
On the passenger side, the majority of bookings are 
made on the internet, where the goal is to make it as 
easy as possible for customers to book their journeys.

Seamus Rodgers
L A B O U R  PA R T Y

Annagry, Donegal.
Tel/fax: 074 9548198

www.labour.ie



Justice and Equality Minister Frances Fitzgerald said: 
“The Government has put in place a high calibre 

team, with a broad and appropriate range of skills 
and experience, to lead the new independent Policing 
Authority. Under the chairmanship of Josephine 
Feehily, the Authority will provide a new, effective and 
independent forum for the public oversight of policing 
services in Ireland.”
     Helen Hall, former CEO of the Irish Auditing and 
Accounting Supervisory Authority, is Chief Executive of 
the Policing Authority. Chairperson Josephine Feehily 
said she very much welcomed her designation as the 
Authority’s Chief Executive. 
     “Helen has extensive experience of working in the 
private and public sectors and with the UN, at home and 
abroad, and I am confident she will prove an excellent 
Chief Executive for the Authority,” she noted.

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES
The Authority will have extensive functions that will allow 
it to oversee the governance, structures and performance 
of the Garda Síochána in the policing area. Under the 
legislation, it will in particular, have responsibility for:
• Overseeing the performance by the Garda Síochána 

of its policing functions under a broad range of 
headings;

• Nominating persons for appointment by the 
Government to the posts of Garda Commissioner and 
Deputy Garda Commissioner;

• Appointing persons to the ranks of Garda 
Superintendent, Chief Superintendent and Assistant 
Commissioner;

• Appointing persons to senior positions within the 
Garda civilian staff;

• Determining Garda priorities in relation to policing 
services;

• Approving the three-year Garda strategy statement;
• Approving the annual Garda policing plan.

The Act also enables the Authority to request the Garda 
Síochána Ombudsman Commission and the Garda 
Síochána Inspectorate to initiate an inspection or inquiry 
or to examine Garda practices or procedures. It will hold 

regular public meetings with the Garda Commissioner at 
which the public can attend and the media can broadcast.

MEMBERSHIP OF POLICING AUTHORITY
• Josephine Feehily, former chair of the Revenue 

Commissioners;
• Noel Brett, CEO of Banking and Payments 

Federation Ireland and former CEO of the Road 
Safety Authority;

• Bob Collins, former Chief Commissioner of the 
Equality Commission for Northern Ireland and 
former RTE Director General;

• Vicky Conway, DCU law lecturer, and former 
senior lecturer in Law, Kent Law School;

• Patrick Costello, CEO of Chartered Accountants 
Ireland, former CEO of the Irish Tax Institute and 
former officer in the Defence Forces;

• Judith Gillespie is a Policing and Leadership 
Adviser and former Deputy Chief Constable of the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland;

• Valerie Judge specialises in strategic planning, 
governance, HR, process leadership and change, is 
Chair of Ruhama, and a former director of Shared 
Services in the HSE Eastern Region;

• Maureen Lynott, former Chair of the Top Level 
Advisory Committee (TLAC) and the taskforce to 
establish the Child & Family Agency;

• Moling Ryan, Barrister and the former CEO of the 
Legal Aid Board and Director of Human Resources 
and Change Management in the Courts Service.

Former Revenue chair Josephine Feehily now chairs the Policing 
Authority. (Pic: Rollingnews.ie)

AUTHORITY NOW 
IN FORCE

Ireland’s first Policing Authority, which came into force on 1 January 2016, now has 
extensive functions that allows it to independently oversee the governance, structures and 
performance of An Garda Síochána in the policing area.

POLICING AUTHORITY
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Name:

Address:

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

Please send completed entries 
to ‘Crossword Spring 2016’, 
SIOCHAIN, Ocean Publish-
ing Ltd, 14 Upper Fitzwilliam 
Street, Dublin 2, to arrive no 
later than Friday 29 April 
2016. 

The first correct entry drawn 
bags the €100 prize. Good 
luck to everyone who enters!

€100 TO BE WON
Spring Crossword

Branch:



• ACROSS

1 Battle or trouble. (6)
4 Ship’s captain is largely made of a type of herring. (7)
8 Being straight, I’ve completed an order. (9)
10 So stiff it can’t be bent. (5)
11 Taking a long look. (7)
13 Strangely aspire to speak highly of. (6)
15 Play with her in it. (7)
16 They were used to cut hay before mowing machines 
were invented. (7)
19 Farewell or adieu. (7)
22 It’s a handy tool for a mechanic – unless it gets in the 
works. (7)
24 The _ _ _ _ _ _ Cometh, a play by Eugene O’Neill. (6)
25 A cover-up in the Gardaí or in the Army – it’s all the 
same. (7)
28 The crème de la crème. (5)
29 Washerwoman. (9)
31 Stir up trouble. (7)
32 Entertains (6)

• DOWN

1 Helps to have a bad disease. (4)
2 The position of the one who gets the red rosette. (5)
3 Car crash on section of roundabout. (3)
4 Wild and uncivilized. (6)
5 Depict or represent, like 15 Across would. (7)
6 Mixes shingle for the nation. (7)
7 Enemy or rival. (9)
9 Such a one will always like a drink. (7)
12 Sharp taste or smell. (5)
14 Haggled about price. (9)
17 It’s written under a picture. (7)
18 Got an involvement at a dance in Argentina. (5)
20 A way through an otherwise unbroken wall. (7)
21 The one with the most courage. (7)
23 Senior clergyman’s helper. (6)
26 Dances on fishing rods. (5)
27 Requests. (4)
30 Mother is across the river. (3)

CROSSWORD

Solution to Crossword in Winter 2015 issue
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Congratulations to Edward Doocey, Enfield, 
Co. Meath – the winner of the 

‘Winter 2015’ Crossword. 

€100 Cheque is in the post!

€100 TO BE WON
Spring Crossword



DECEASED RELATIVES

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Jimmy Johnson Cloghane, Kerry Brother of Moss Johnson Cork West 20/10/2015
Joan Morgan Artane, Dublin Wife of Patrick J Morgan Dublin North 19/11/2015

Eileen McKenna Glasnevin, Dublin Wife of Patrick 
McKenna

Dublin North 19/11/2015

Lena O’Keefe Woodford, Galway Wife of Michael O’Keefe Galway 19/11/2015
Anne Gantly Bray, Wicklow Mother of John Gantly Mullingar 23/11/2015
Sean Lowry Rathcabbin, 

Tipperary
Son of Noel Lowry Offaly 24/11/2015

Mary Glynn Liverpool, UK Sister of Bernard McGrath
Sister of Patrick McGrath 
Sister of Frank McGrath

Cork City
Clare
Dublin South

25/11/2015
25/11/2015
25/11/2015

Kathleen Campbell Killiney , Dublin Wife of Anthony Campbell Dun Laoghaire 26/11/2015

Mary Lynch New Ross, Wexford Mother of John Lynch Athlone 29/11/2015
Bridget Hernon Rathfarnham, Dublin Mother of William Hernon Dublin South 06/12/2015
Kathleen Smyth Clairemorris, Mayo Mother of Gerard Smyth Dublin South 11/12/2015
Kevin Duffy Ennistymon, Clare Brother in law of 

Martin O’Malley
Clare 14/12/2015

Jacinta (Jess) Flynn Ennis, Clare Daughter of Francis Lyons Clare 14/12/2015
Thomas Gallahue Aherlow, Tipperary Brother of Michael Gallahue Cork City 17/12/2015
Frank Smethers Garristown,Co.Meath Father of Martin Smethers Meath 05/01/2016

Oliver Dooley Meadowlands, 
Bandon

Brother of Con Dooley Kilkenny branch 10/01/2016

Jean Davis Cloonafineela, Kerry Mother of John Davis Tralee 11/01/2016
John Power Ballinamult, 

Co. Waterford
Brother of James Power Cork 15/01/2016

John Peelo Dublin Father of Martin Peelow Kevin Street 15/01/2016
Mike Murphy Dublin Brother of John Murphy Dublin North 19/01/2016
Larry O’Reilly Loughduff, Cavan Father of Padraig O’Reilly Cavan 19/01/2016
Patrick McGuane Lisroe,Clare Brother of Jim McGuane Dunlaoghaire 19/01/2016
Mary Corrigan Mayo Mother of James Corrigan Mayo 21/01/2016
Sean Staunton Tampa, Florida, 

Ballinasloe, Galway
Son of Joe Staunton Castlebar 22/01/2016

Kathleen Sheeran Athlone,Roscommon Mother of Michael Sheeran Kildare 23/01/2016
Elizabeth Dunne Tipperary Wife of Thomas Dunne Templemore 25/01/2016
Mary Connolly nee 

Culhane
Limerick Mother of Tom Connolly Naas 27/01/2016

Antonette Fox Ballinteer, Dublin 16 Wife of Patrick Fox Dublin South 08/02/2016
Eamonn Beattie Lecarrow, Roscommon Brother of Tim Beattie

Brother of Brendan Beattie
Cork City
Dublin South 

13/02/2016

Sheila Murphy(née 
O’Donoghue)

Killaha, Co.Kerry Sister of Roger O’Donoghue Cork West 14/02/2016

Bulletin Board
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Reg. Number Status Name Station

24331M Sergeant Damian Crummey Kells
00408a Sergeant Kathleen Cummins Lucan
24345M Garda Gary Tobin Bailieboro
00297F Sergeant Sarah Keane Security and Intell
22371k Sergeant George Dalton Store Street
24329K Sergeant Malachy White Blackrock
22439A Garda Cornelius O Donovan Garda Dog Unit
19950F Garda Patrick Roche Millstreet
00370M Garda Anne Cleary Blackrock
24142C Sergeant John Redmond Liason and Protection
23659D Inspector Kevin Brooks Ballistics
23431A Garda John Fahy Dun Laoighre
22163E Garda Patrick F Higgins Rathcoole
24356E Garda John J Cummins Anglesea Street
24364G Garda Michael Aylward Roxbororo road
24373F Garda John A Crolly Ministerial Pool
24375B Garda Kieran Brett Store Street
24485F Garda John P MC Evoy Clones
21774c Sergeant John Deely Monoghan
22956c Sergeant Matthew O Reilly Granard
22988a Sergeant Thomas Dully Tullamore
00134A Garda Imelda Gallagher BallyConnell
20318A Supt Patrick Mc Carthy Mallow
23867H Garda Martin Tierney Castleisland
24371L Garda Gerard Bergin Templemore

GARDA RETIREMENTS
NAME STATION
Frank Donnellan ATHLONE
Richard Gallagher ATHLONE
Patrick Byrne ATHLONE
Margaret Mc Nulty BALLINA
Daniel W O’Connor BRAY
David O’Gorman CARLOW
Desmond Collins CASTLEBAR
Frank Harten CAVAN
Sean Deely CAVAN
Mary Kilker CLARE
Cecilia O Sullivan CLARE
William Gleeson CORK
Rose O Shea CORK
Anne Cleary CORK
David Treacy CORK
Brendan O Leary CORK
Patrick Fleming CORK
Ann Kerins CORK
Kathleen Sheehan CORK WEST
Brid Gale DUBLIN NORTH
Eileen Costello DUBLIN NORTH
Martin Hughes DUBLIN NORTH
Eamonn Tuohy DUBLIN NORTH
Donal Power DUBLIN NORTH
Christopher Gordon DUBLIN SOUTH
Eugene R Brennan DUBLIN SOUTH
Eileen Maguire DUBLIN SOUTH
Sean Walsh DUBLIN WEST
James G Sheridan DUNDALK
Noel Horgan DUNDALK
Raymond Halpin GALWAY
Padraig S O’Conchubair GALWAY
Niall J G Lynch KILDARE NORTH
Leon J Kenny KILDARE NORTH
Tony O Connor KILDARE NORTH
Tony Chearnley LIMERICK COUNTY
Thomas Connelly LIMERICK COUNTY
Dominic Flynn MEATH
Brian Morrisey MEATH
Michael Bennett MEATH
Carl Morgan MEATH
Pat Foley MONAGHAN
Frank Hynes NENAGH
Mary Murphy NENAGH
Hugh Gallagher SLIGO

NEW MEMBERS

Forename Surname Address Relationship Date of Death
Carmel Maguire Dublin North Widow and member 17/11/2015
Anne Gantley Bray Widow and member 23/11/2015
Elizabeth Duke Donegal South Widow and member 26/11/2015

DECEASED WIDOWS

Bulletin Board

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly 

‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of 

developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues 

or items of interest you would like to see included in the 

future, contact the General Secretary, 

GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8;

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com 

or phone 01-4781525.  



Notice Board

TRACING PHOTO FROM 
THE CLASS OF APRIL 1959
A GSRMA member (13857), who joined 
the Force on 3 April 1959, is anxious 
to trace a uniform or a class reunion 
photograph of his class. 
     If you can assist, please email 
gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 
01-4781525.

CLASS REUNIONS 
WELCOME TO VISIT 
GARDA COLLEGE
A new Police Museum was officially 
opened in the old Garrison Church in 
the Garda College, Templemore last 
year. The Management and Staff at 
the Garda College would be delighted 
to welcome GSRMA branches to the 
college, perhaps have their lunch there 
and have a day of nostalgia in the old 
Garda Training Centre. A few class 
reunions have already taken place and 
have all turned into great occasions. 
     To make a reservation, please 
e-mail john.reynolds@garda.ie or 
contact Sgt John Reynolds PhD, Crime 
and Operational Training Faculty, An 
Garda Síochána College, Templemore, 
Co. Tipperary. Phone: 0504-31522.
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Michael Griffin, Garda Survivors’ Association, pictured left of Garda 
Commissioner Noirín O’Sullivan, Frances Fitzgerald, Minister for 
Justice & Equality, and Gerry Blake, 2015 GSRMA President, at last 
year’s Garda Memorial Day commemoration in Dublin Castle. (Photo 
courtesy of Alan Dowley, AGSI)

PLANS IN PIPELINE FOR 50TH REUNION OF 
1966 CLASSES
Plans are in the pipeline to organise the 50th Reunion of the October 
and November Classes of 1966 later this year. The photo hereunder 
is of the October Class 1966 and we hope to publish the November 
Class photo in next issue. If you were a member of the October or 
November class, contact Barry Feeney on 086-2333216 or Kieran 
Brennan on 083-4623774.

The October 1966 Class at Garda Training Centre, Templemore
Back Row (l-r): Con Hayes. Bernard Brennan, John McHugh, 
William Mugan, Davy Fitzgerald, Leslie Irwin, Michael O’Brien and 
Dan Lane.
Middle Row (l-r): Louis Dunne, Joseph Howley, Brendan 
Hanrahan, Nacie Grady, Frank Heneghan, John McHugo, Barry 
Feeney. Noel McNamara, and Tony Breen
Front Row (l-r): David Haskett, Kieran Brennan. Dermot Duggan, 
Joe Curran, Sgt Collins, Peter Costello, Liam Leahy, Mick O’Hora and 
Con Kiely.
(Photo courtesy of Dan Lane, Cork City Branch)

GARDA MEMORIAL CEREMONY 2016
The annual Garda Memorial Ceremony in the Dubhlin Gardens, Dublin 
Castle, takes place on Saturday 21 May, commencing at 12 noon.  The 
Memorial Service honours members of An Garda Síochána who were 
killed in the service of the State. Everyone is welcome to attend.

RETIRED GARDA GOLF 
CLASSIC 2016
Sponsored by St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union Limited, the Retired Garda 
Golf Classic 2016 will take place at 
Tullamore Golf Club on Thursday 12 
May. The entry fee is €100 (Team of 
Four) with tea, coffee and scones upon 
arrival. For Time Sheet details phone 
057-9160717.
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