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REPEAL FEMPI NOW!
GSRMA is now calling on members to collectively interact with all the newly-elected 
158 TDs to remind them of the huge sacrifices Gardaí have made in restoring this 
country back into solvency.

At long last after the long anticipated General Election, 
we have a result of sorts, and likewise a Government 

of sorts. Already the predictions are that it will not last the 
full term of office. 
     Regardless of this we have the people we elected into 
power, and they have reluctantly come together to govern 
the nation. 
     The primary aims of the GSRMA remain the same — 
the complete restoration of our pensions to pre-2009 
levels, the realignment of pensions for those who retired 
after 28 February 2012 and the abolition of the much-
dreaded Universal Social Charge. 
     Within the new Dáil we have 158 elected TDs, some, 
not all, gave us the electorate, commitments in seeking 
election that all public service pensions would be restored 
as soon as possible. The soon-as-possible time has arrived! 
     Prior to 30 June the new Dáil must review the various 
Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest 
(FEMPI) Acts 2009 to 2015. “Before 30 June in 2010 and 
every year after 2010, the Minister shall: (a) Carry out a 
review of the operation, effectiveness and impact of this 
Act, having regard to the overall economic conditions 
in the State and national competitiveness, (b) Consider 
whether or not any of the provisions of this Act continue 
to be necessary having regard to the purposes of this Act, 
the overall economic conditions in the State, national 
competitiveness and Exchequer commitments in respect 
of public service pensions, (c) Make such findings as he/
she thinks appropriate, consequent on such review and 
consideration, and (d) Cause a written report of his/her 
findings resulting from the review and consideration to be 
prepared and laid before each House of the Oireachtas”.

TIME TO MOVE ON A REVIEW
So, now is the ideal time for this new Government to 
move this review, declare the financial emergency over, 
and set an immediate timescale for the complete repeal of 
all FEMPI legislation.
     However, each of us must now play out the final act. 
Collectively we must interact with all newly-elected 158 
TDs remind them of the huge sacrifices we have made in 
restoring this country back into solvency. 
     Any question of putting off this repeal of FEMPI 
legislation for another year is simply not acceptable. Those 
in power tend to defend the indefensible, and those 
outside the fold, tend to demand reform. 

     The former Minister for Public Sector Reform, Brendan 
Howlin TD, now leader of the Labour Party, has advocated 
for the past five years that caution must be exercised in 
relation to public sector pay, but in particular to public 
sector pensions. 
     He has repeatedly stated since Budget 2016 was 
passed last October that there would be a gradual 
restoration to pay and pension rights up to 2019, and 
indeed beyond. Mr Howlin is no longer in government. 
     And interestingly, having left the Department of Public 
Sector Reform, one of his first public comments was that 
his priority concerned the restoration of pensions in full. 
      He is not the first, and won’t be the last Minister 
to undergo such a remarkable change in policy, as one 
passes from the Merrion Street side of Government 
Buildings to the Kildare Street side. 
      So, colleagues play your part, speak to and lobby the 
public representatives in your area. These are the people 
you have elected. Remind them of commitments and 
demand the striking down of all FEMPI legislation. And in 
closing, gently remind them that we may be going to the 
country again soon.

GSRMA Editorial Board

EDITORIAL

Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, congratulates AGSI 
members during their recent demonstration at the gates of Dáil Eireann 
to protest about pay and pension-cuts for serving and retired Gardaí. 
A number of GSRMA members joined over 500 AGSI members at the 
protest.
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At the AGM in Bray’s Strand Hotel in March, 
incoming chairman, Tom Conway, paid tributes 
to the outgoing committee of John Hickson, Jim 
Dunleavy and Andy Brennan, and he thanked 
them for all their hard work over the years. The 
newly-elected incoming committee are Tom 
Conway (Chairman), John Smith (Secretary) and 
Mick Lernihan (Treasurer).
    The Bray Branch meets at 3.30pm on the first 
Tuesday of each month in the Strand Hotel, Bray. 
All retired members/widows who reside in the 
North Wicklow or South Dublin area are welcome 
to attend. 
    For further information contact John Smith 
(086-8174506) or Mick Lernihan (086-8121860).

BRAY BRANCH

A group from Cavan Branch set 
off on 21 April for a walk to the 
summit of Cuilcagh, (2,188 feet), 
from the Marble Arch side in County 
Fermanagh. A gravel track from 
the car park leads to a boardwalk 
and steps covering about 4.5 miles 
to the top of the mountain. It is a 
marvellous development and has 
become very popular with both 
serious and casual hill walkers. 
There is a short walk from the top 
of the steps to the summit.

CAVAN BRANCH

Bray Branch Committee Members (l-r): Tom Conway (Chairman), John 
Smith (Secretary), and Mick Lernihan (Treasurer).

Members of the Cavan Walking Group in Co. Fermanagh:
Back Row (l-r): John Smyth, Pat Beirne, Mick Ryan, Pat Sheridan and Frank 
Harten; Front Row (l-r): Adrian Donohue, Martin Gaffey, Kevin Dockery (group 
leader), and Fergal Tiernan.

CORK CITY BRANCH
Due to the huge demand for the Sligo/Donegal 
four-day tour (Sunday-Wednesday 19-22 June), 
it was necessary to hire a 52-seater coach from 
Kavanagh Travel to accommodate all of those 
travelling.
    We wish to thank retired members who 
responded to three walks that were arranged 
during March, April and May. In March, we visited 
Blackrock, where Jerry O’ Sullivan showed us 
around the entire Mahon area.
    In April a group went to Blarney and visited the 
famous castle, while in May, a group walked six 
kilometres from Blackrock Castle, along the edge 
of the Port of Cork, followed the old rail track with 
a brief stop for a photo at the old Blackrock Rail 
Station platform. At the end of the walk, all enjoyed 
tea, coffee and scones at Blackrock Castle.

Members of the Cork City Branch at Old Blackrock Rail Station:
Back Row: (l-r): John J. O’ Flynn, Jerry O’ Sullivan, Brendan Spillane, 
P.J. Brennan, Tom Moriarty and Maurice O’ Regan; Front Row (l-r): John 
Fitzgerald, Barry O’ Connor, Peter Reilly, Anne Reilly, Richard Meagher 
and Dan Lane. (Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork)
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CORK WEST BRANCH
Over 20 people made the journey over 
hills and valleys to attend the AGM 
in the Park Hotel, Dunmanway on 24 
February. Roger O’Donoghue, who will 
celebrate his 90th birthday in August, 
was the first to arrive. 
    The wide geographical spread 
of the GSRMA membership for the 
region results in alternating the AGM 
venue between Bandon, Clonakilty 
and Dunmanway. The GSRMA 
Central Committee representative 
complimented the Branch Committee 
for their social events and outings for 
retired members and Garda widows.

Bus Tour: In late April, a bus group 
set off on their annual spring tour to 
visit the Garden of Ireland in Wicklow. They stayed at 
the Royal Hotel, Dun Laoghaire and despite the four 
seasons’ weather at the time, the entire group had 
lots of social craic, fun and enjoyment. 
    Over three days they visited many places in 
Dun Laoghaire, Powerstown House & Gardens, 
Glendalough, Wicklow Gaol and Avoca Mill/Shop. All 

gleaned lots of knowledge from the guided tours.
    They were joined by the Lord Mayor of Bray, Cllr 
Brendan Thornhill, Community Garda P.J. Durkan, 
and members of the Bray GSRMA Branch for a very 
enjoyable social evening. 
    After a great send-off from the Royal Hotel, they 
stopped at the Island-Gate Restaurant, Glaunthane 
near Cork for an evening meal and good-byes.

Members of the Cork West AGM Group:
Back Row (l-r): Moss Johnson (Treasurer) Pat O’Leary (Secretary), Roger 
O’Donoghue, John Mullins (PRO), Pat Finn, J.P. Twomey and Jerry McKenna; Front 
Row (l-r): John Foley, Rita O’Donoghue, Mags Lordan, Liam Ryan (Chair) and Declan 
O’Callaghan. (Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork Branch)

DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH
Branch Chairman Michael Kearns 
welcomed the guests and a large 
number of members to the AGM 
in Arena 7, Letterkenny on 14 
March. 
    He spoke of the Combined 
Associations’ Annual Christmas 
Mass (Stranorlar) and Dinner 
Dance held in the Vila Rose 
Hotel, Ballybofey last December 
in which the GSRMA Branch 
played a significant role. He 
thanked all those who supported 
this very successful event.
    Representing St Paul’s Garda 
Medical Aid Society, Joe Dirwan updated the meeting 
on current supports and services provided by the 
Society and answered many questions about the 
costs. 
    Branch Secretary Willie Maye reported on the mini 
break to Galway in November 2015, jointly organised 
by the branch and the local region of the IPA, which 
was supported by over 30 participants. The meeting 
also received a report on the pre-Christmas Branch 
Dinner and Bowling event, which was attended by 18 
members on the night.

    A full financial report was provided by Branch 
Treasurer Joe Lynch. A wide range of topics were 
covered in the course of the meeting and plans for 
the year ahead were discussed with might include 
arranging of a GSRMA information day.
    Joe Lynch, also a Central Committee 
representative, reported on the work of the 
Development and Organisational Review Sub-
committee with particular reference to the seminar 
held in Dublin in January for Branch representatives. 
The evening meeting concluded with tea/coffee and a 
finger food buffet.

Members of the Combined Associations Committee in Donegal (l-r): M. Keane, J. Lynch, 
S. Mulroe, Inspector Goretti Sheridan, Letterkenny, W. Maye, P. J. Davey and V. O’Brien. (
Photo courtesy of Joe Lynch, Donegal North)
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On the weekend of 12-13 August, Galway native Nicky 
Conneely, who has a love for the ‘Wild Atlantic Way’ 
along the west coast, plans to bring a group of GSRMA 
members and their spouses/partners to the Aran 
Islands.
    This is an ideal mid-summer opportunity for members 
to travel by rail, bus and ferry to the Aran Islands – stay 
in a local B&B, relax and enjoy old customs, traditions 
and breathe some fresh air. If you wish to join the group 
contact Nicky Conneely on 085-8250698.

Card Games: Every Wednesday evening @ 7.30pm, 
throughout the year, in the Skylon Hotel, Upper 
Drumcondra Road, you’re welcome to join retired 
colleagues in a 25 Card Game.

Monthly Coffee Mornings: Our monthly coffee 
morning, plus guest speakers, is held in the Skylon 
Hotel, Upper Drumcondra Road @ 10.30am on the first 
Tuesday of each month. All are very welcome.

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

Dublin South Branch member Bart Faulkner spoke at the grave-
side of DMP Constable William Frith, who was shot and killed 
through the window of Store St Station during the Easter 
Rebellion 1916. 

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH
On 28 April, 22 branch members visited Mount Jerome Cemetery in Dublin to lay a number of wreaths at 
the Obelisk monument, which marks the burial plot of RIC policemen who lost their lives during The Rising. 
(Photograph courtesy of John Kelly, Dublin South Branch)

LIMERICK COUNTY BRANCH
Last November a large number of retired 
members and Garda widows attended the 
annual mass for deceased members of An 
Garda Síochána, celebrated in St. Peter & 
Pauls Church, Bruff.  Afterwards, they were 
invited to the local Garda station where 
refreshment were provided and there was time 
to chat with old friends.
On 4 March, a large group supported the 
evening’s AGM in Rathkeale House Hotel. 
Guest speakers included Willie Saunderson 
(CEC) and Anne Kissane (Employee 
Assistance Officer). A GSRMA Certificate was 
presented to Dan Harrington in recognition of 
his 20 years’ membership of the GSRMA.
    Easter Rising Plaque Unveiled: Following the 
opening of a new footbridge in Glin, Co. Limerick on 
Easter Monday, a plaque was unveiled in memory 
of Constable James O’Brien – the first casualty of 

the 1916 Rising. Pictured  above (l-r): Garda Billy 
McElligott, Glin; Gus O’Connor (grandnephew of 
Constable James O’Brien) and his son, Liam O’ 
Connor. (Photo courtesy of George Daly, Newcastle 
West)

Former GSRMA President Gerry Blake placed a wreath at the grave on 
behalf of the branch members. (Photo courtesy of Gerry Lovett, Dublin 
South Branch)
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On 4 April a group of 17 members and friends from 
Galway spent a very memorable four-night visit to 
the Kildare area. Based in Athy, they stayed in The 
Clannard Court Hotel. On Wednesday, Vincent McGuire 
and company joined Naas Branch for a very memorable 
game of bowling which proved to be a wonderful 
meeting for both branches. 
    In the afternoon, a visit to The Military Museum on 
The Curragh proved to be one of the highlights of the 
outing, including visits to Newbridge Silverware and 
The National Stud in Kildare town. On Thursday Nass 
Branch hosted a lunch for our visitors which was well 
attended by our local members.
    A bit of song began and the finale was a rendition of 
The Curragh of Kildare by our Galway member Vincent 
stole the show. Our Galway friends departed with 
wonderful and lasting memories of a great visit.

Bowling: Our season of ten pin bowling will finish 
for the summer months on Wednesday 29 June and 
resume in September. A big thank you, to all retired 
members for their support and commitment to our 
weekly game.

Barbecue: Naas Branch Committee is holding a 
barbecue at the Ryston Social Club in Newbridge. on 
Wednesday 29 June. Please come along and bring 
a friend to this fun-filled evening, nice food, a bit of 
dancing and good company – a lovely way to spend a 
summer’s evening. The €15 ticket charge for this event 
is available from the committee. 

Lunch for 
Leinster 
Branches: 
On 6 March 
the first-ever 
lunch for all 
the Leinster 
branches was 
organised 
by central 
committee 
representatives 
for the Leinster 
region – Marie 
Roche, Tom 
Millar and Joe 
Ward – at the 
Skylon Hotel, 
Dublin.  
    GSRMA 
President Matt Cosgrave and his wife very kindly joined 
us on the day. Our meal was excellent and thoroughly 
enjoyed. 
The hotel presented all the ladies with a rose which was 
a much-appreciated gesture on ‘Mother’s Day’. A raffle 
was held, followed by music and dancing. There was 
a good representation from Leinster branches and a 
heartfelt thanks from Marie, Tom and Joe to everyone 
for making the day so enjoyable. We received some 
excellent feedback and this could become an annual 
event.

NAAS BRANCH

Pictured at the Leinster Branch Social (l-r): Tom 
Miller, Marie Roche, Matt Cosgrave (GSRMA 
President) and Joe Ward.

TULLAMORE BRANCH

In July 2015 members from 
Tullamore GSRMA and friends 
went on a trip to Ballina, Co. Mayo 
during Heritage Day at the Moy 
Festival. The train journey gave 
them an opportunity to discuss 
all the woes of the world and 
recall some tall tales. It was a 
memorable trip where everyone 
had a opportunity to view old 
crafts on display on the streets. 
    They even got a chance to 
make a wheel for the old ass cart. 
The Garda Band also gave an 
hour-long recital. After lunch there 
was time to wash the beautiful 
meal down and then to catch the 
train for Manulla Junction and the 
return trip to Tullamore.

Tullamore Group members pictured at the Moy 2015 Festival in Ballina were (l-r): J. 
Hopkins, T. Nolan, P. Kelly, G. Murray, B. McMahon, M. Gillespie, N. Higgins, D. Duffin and 
A. Ginty. (Photo courtesy of Michael Dalton, Tullamore Branch)
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WATERFORD BRANCH
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There was a large 
attendance at 
Waterford Garda 
Station on 9 March 
for the AGM. Sean  
O’Halloran, who 
deputised for 
Michael Nevin 
(Chairman), outlined 
the achievements 
during 2015, such as 
the guided historical 
walks, Mass for 
deceased members 
and the lunch at the 
Viking Hotel. 
    Michael O’Sullivan 
(Secretary) gave 
an update on the 
Branch membership 
– which now totals 
104. He complimented the social sub-committee 
(Sean Cashman, Louis Harkin and Tim Price) for 
organising a very successful cruise on the River 
Barrow. 

    Brendan Cullimore (Treasurer) presented the 
Balance Sheet. Tim Bowe, who represented the 
Central Committee was clearly impressed to see 
close on a 25% Branch turnout, which included two 
Garda widows.

Pictured at the AGM at Waterford Garda Station:
Front row (l-r): Esther Lynn, Pat O’Driscoll, Michael Neville, Barry McCarthy, Tom McDermott, Frances Treacy 
and Jack Deegan. 
Back Row (l-r): Louis Harkin, Maurice Clifford, John Howard, Ned Hogan, David Burke, Tim Price, Sean Quinn, 
Tom Brady, Eamonn Keating, Eugene McGee, Michael O Sullivan, Brendan Cullimore and Sean O’Halloran.  
(Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork Branch)

The early season 
in Wexford has 
been dominated 
with very well-
attended bowling 
nights. 
    This photo 
‘Show me your 
money’ gives 
a taste of the 
enjoyment at 
these events. 
Now, the branch 
committee has a 
fairly expansive 
menu of events 
to keep our 
members busy 
during the summer.
    Plans are in the pipeline to tour historic places 
such as Ferns Castle, Boolavogue, Oulart Hill and 
Vinegar Hill. Walks are also planned for John F. 
Kennedy Park, New Ross and also a scenic clifftop 
walk from Bray to Greystones. 
    Also in the planning stage is a seashore/forest 

Pictured at the Wexford Bowling Event (l-r): Morty Ambrose, Derbhal Barron, Anita McInerney, Tom Miller, John-
Mullins, Dan Redmond and Terry McInerney. (Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch)

WEXFORD BRANCH

walk in the Gorey area. They hope to get a visit to 
Croke Park and will try and get in another venue 
and an evening meal. If the weather is kind, even an 
evening of bowls in Rosslare. 
    Later in the year Michael McGinley hopes to get a 
GSRMA table group organised for the Wexford ‘Blue 
Light Garda Dress Ball’.
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GSRMA CALLS ON RETIRED FEMALE GARDAI TO CONTRIBUTE TO ‘SIOCHAIN’
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The GSRMA Editorial Board is now calling on all retired 
female Gardaí to submit articles or old photographs, 
which they may have on file, for publication in ‘Síocháin’ 
magazine.
    The Board is anxious to ensure that the magazine 
meets the needs of the entire GSRMA membership, 
which very much includes retired female Gardaí in 
addition to Garda widows.
    If any retired female members of the Force or indeed 
Garda widows would like to assist, please write to 
Pashcal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, GSRMA 
House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8, phone 01-
4781525, or email gensec@gardaretired.com

GSRMA €500 WINNERS
Since Christmas 2011, the Central Committee has presided over 
the holding of cash draws confined to GSRMA members. It is one 
of the benefits of the GSRMA. 
    The five lucky members to receive €500 cheques for Summer 
2016:
* Eithne Wright, Wicklow.
* Anthony Cavavan, Portlaoise.
* William J. Kelly, Nenagh.
* John Ruane, Dun Laoghaire.
* Michael Reynolds, Sligo.

Five more €500 prizes draws will be held in December 2016 – so, 
your name might come out of the drum!

SHORT STORY COMPETITION 2016
Entrants are required to submit a 
story of 2000 words (maximum). 
There will be a substantial prize 
fund of €2,500: 1st Prize - €1,500, 
2nd Prize - €500, 3rd Prize - €300, 
4th Prize - €200. The prizes will be 
presented at a formal prize giving 
ceremony at the end of 2016.

Entry Guidelines & Rules
• Competition is open to GSRMA 

members (including their 
spouses or partners).

• Only one entry per person is 
permitted.

• Entries (2,000 maximum word count) must be 
typed, on one side only, of A4 paper.

• Entries should be double spaced, in font 12.
• Author’s name and details should be entered on 

the accompanying entry form.

• Scripts will not be returned, 
authors are advised to retain a 
copy.
• The decision of the 
adjudication panel is final
• Submissions must be to 
shortstory@gsrma.ie 
• Closing date for submission 
is Friday (@5pm) 30 September 
2016. Late entries will NOT be 
considered.
• Prize Winners will be 
published in the ‘Winter 2016’ 
edition of Síocháin.
• Winning entries will be 

published in Síocháin, while a selection of entries 
may also be published in future issues of the 
magazine.

• GSRMA Central Committee members and their 
families are not eligible to enter the competition.

Progress 
is intense.

Drive the all-new Audi A4 from €359  
per month with flexible PCP finance.*

With cutting-edge design and advanced 
technology, this is the all-new Audi A4.

*  Typical Finance Example: A4 2.0TDI 150 ULTRA. OTRP €39,600. Deposit/Part Exchange €12,064.39. 36 monthly payments of €359. Optional Final Payment €17,825. Total hire purchase price €42,963.39 including acceptance 
fee (€75) and completion fee (€75). Minimum deposit is 10%. Subject to lending criteria. This offer is made under a hire purchase agreement. Audi Finance is a trading style of Volkswagen Bank GmbH Branch Ireland, authorised 
by the Federal Financial Supervisory Authority in Germany and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for conduct of business rules. Offer price applies to the Audi A4, and is subject to availability. For full pricing details contact 
your local authorised Audi dealer. Audi Ireland has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this information but does not accept liability for any errors. Images shown for illustrative purposes only.

**Option available at an extra charge.

audi.ie/A4

Whether you’re exploring the revolutionary Audi virtual cockpit** or 
discovering a new standard in interior luxury and craftsmanship, the 
all-new Audi A4 epitomises Audi’s belief that progress is intense.
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The GSRMA can save you and your family money. 
Why not check-out ‘Three Mobile Telephone Offer’ 
for GSRMA and Government Staff Members. The 
GSRMA Central Committee is committed to enhancing 
the services it provides to its members. To make an 
application for any of the Three Mobile Offers, just 
have your Garda Reg Number and your GSRMA five-
digit number to hand.

Special Offers: €16.61 (Sim Card Only) per month. 
This deal includes:
All National Landline calls.
ALL Northern Ireland landline calls (dial prefix 048)
National Rep. of Ireland mobile network calls.
Republic of Ireland SMS texts to all national mobile 
networks.

Special Offer: €19.91 monthly, Sim Only,
All landline calls,
All Northern Ireland landline calls (dial prefix) 048,
All National Republic of Ireland mobile network,
All ROI SMS texts
5 GB of Data.

Special Offer: €28.91monthly (Free Smartphone 
option) which includes:
All National Landline calls.
All Northern Ireland landline calls (dial the prefix 048)
All National Republic of Ireland mobile network calls.
All National Republic of Ireland SMS texts to all 
national networks.

    

All ROI SMS texts and
7.5 GB of Data
100 minute of International phone calls
100 international text messages.
5 GB of data

Special Offer on iPhone5: €46 per month, Free 
Mobile from IPhone 5 to IPhone 5S  16gb which
includes all national landline calls, all Northern Ireland 
calls dealing 048, all national Republic of Ireland 
mobile network, all ROI SMS texts and 10gb of data, 
100 international calls and 100 international texts. To 
order a new telephone contact 01-6876025.

The Garda Retired 
Website is updated 
daily with news 
items relevant to 
our members. Some 
articles are available on 
the Home-Page but as 
the website develops, 
greater use will be 
made of the MEMBERS 
AREA. To access this 
area you will need to 
register for a username and password. To-date a total 
of 2,450 have registered.
    Every quarter a draw is held to encourage those 
who made regular use of the ‘Members Area’. 
Congratulation to Cathal Murphy, Templeogue, Dublin 
who is the most recent winner of €50. To read news 
items on the website visit www.gardaretired.com

HOME & CAR INSURANCE SCHEME
Halligan Insurances, 
16-17 Lower O’ 
Connell Street, 
Dublin 1 (Tel: 01-
8797100), continues 
to provide a special 
discount to all 
GSRMA members 
and their families 
on home and car 
insurance policies. 
    A personal service 
and professional 
insurance advice is 
offered to all GSRMA 
members, and the 
company’s portal on 
www.gardaretired.
com will provide members with an instant no-obligation 
home insurance quotation.

THREE MOBILE PHONE OFFER
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Development and Organisational Review: The need 
for the further development of our Association is the 
focus which underpins the work undertaken by this 
sub-committee. Greater involvement of our members 
around the country, an increased membership base and 
the creation of additional branches in some regions are all 
desirable developments. 
     To this end the sub-committee’s seminar at the Skylon 
Hotel Dublin in January was attended by two members 
from each branch. The recommendations gleaned from 
the workshops at the seminar, are continuously being 
worked on by the sub-committee.

Social and Welfare: This sub-committee has been 
re-vamped and energised by including new members 
representing all regions of the country. It also includes the 
welfare of our members. The Central Committee on their 
recommendations are running a pilot scheme in the North 
Dublin Branch to train and appoint a panel of friends 
to be available to assist and advice any of our members 
seeking support in an hour of need if requested.
     If this pilot scheme is successful we will extend it 
nationally in the future. The sub-committee is organising 
a four-day trip to Sligo in early September, in addition to 
a week’s trip to Lake Garda, Italy in late September. The 
Winter issue of ‘Siochain’ will include the sub-committee’s 
outline of the social programme for 2017.

Editorial Board: Responsible for the creation of our 
quarterly ‘Siochain’ magazine and the development of the 
website and its content, this committee also has the extra 
responsible of seeking deals for our members from various 
companies.  
     It depends on articles from our readers and activities at 
all branch levels, and also seeks to acquire advertising to 
include on the website, which generates revenue for our 
Association. The sub-committee has developed a modern 
system of communications using social media channels 
such as Facebook and Twitter.

Conference Arrangement: This sub-committee plays 
an important role in researching venues for our ADMs 

and securing the most cost-effective deal. The ADM 
conference is held in many locations around the country 
to facilitate members to reach the locations in the most 
cost-effective way. 
     At present this sub-committee is researching Dublin in 
the hope of having the ADM there in 2017. It is now 15 
years since the ADM was held in the capital.

General Purposes: This is the only sub-committee to 
have a constitution backing. The function of the General 
Purposes Committee is designated from time to time 
by the Central Committee, and its main tasks include 
overseeing of capital spending. 
     The committee examines and  makes 
recommendations on salaries, bonuses, requests from 
other organisations and individuals for financial support 
and will always ensure that Association monies are 
managed in the most responsible and effective way.
     A number of the Central Committee members are also 
on the external boards of management. One member, for 
example, is on the boards of the Medical Aid, Benevolent 
Society, Consulting and Advisory Board, National 
Federation of Pensioners Association and the Alliance of 
Retired Public Servants. 
     However, the major objective of the Central 
Committee at all times is the restoration of our pension, 
to maintain parity with our serving members and the 
repeal of the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public 
Interest. We continue to lobby public representatives.
     The General Secretary sits on all sub-committees as the 
operational representative. 
     This is necessary as he is responsible for the 
implementations of decisions that are made at the 
meetings. To this end he is supported by an office 
manager and administrative clerk.

     I would like to thank all our members for their support 
especially the voluntary branch committees who work 
hard on behalf of the Association.

Matt Cosgrove
GSRMA President

SUB-COMMITTEE 
UPDATES

GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave provides an update on the sub-committees, 

he set up following his election, to focus on specific important issues for the 

smooth and efficient running of the Association, and to give a better and more 

effective service to members.

GSRMA PRESIDENT
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GO WITH YOUR GUT. 
THE NEW MINI CLUBMAN.
Give yourself something big and beautiful to brighten up your summer drives with the 
new MINI Clubman. Featuring five seats, buckets of room, MINI Navigation System as 
standard and a range of advanced TwinPowerTurbo petrol and diesel engines, it’s the 
biggest way to say hello to summer.

Order your 162 MINI Clubman today. Visit mynewmini.ie
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GSRMA WANTS 
RULING AMENDED ON 

COURT EXPENSES
As General Secretary Paschal Feeney, 
continues to receive more and more 
queries in relation to entitlements of 
retired Gardaí as State witnesses, he 
says that despite repeated attempts by 
the GSRMA, the Department of Justice 
and Equality is not prepared to amend 
the rules, which only apply to criminal 
proceedings and not civil proceedings.

IN HOUSE REPORT
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It appears that more and more of our retired members 
are being summonsed to give evidence in court relating 

to criminal investigations they were involved in, in their 
capacity as serving Garda members. 
     The last official Garda circular to issue in this regard 
was in February 2009, and the relevant HQ Directive is 
29/09, dated 20 February 2009. Prior 
to the issue of that Directive retired 
members were obliged to deduct 
the time the court was adjourned 
for lunch, or where the court was 
adjourned to consider a legal issue. 
     However, in 2009 following 
representations by the GSRMA, 
this changed and a new provision 
was written into the Garda Code at 
the time, and that amendment still 
holds today. That amendment was 
at Code (F) 7.10(2), and I quote: 
“Loss of earnings should be claimed 
at the hourly rate of pay that the ex-
member was earning at the time of 
his/her retirement, for the period the 
ex-member is required in Court while 
the case is actually in session.” 
     A footnote was then added to 
that Directive to read: “Where an 
ex-member of An Garda Síochána 
attends court as a state witness from 

1 March 2009 onwards adjournments during the court 
session need no longer be deducted.” 
     Travelling expenses and subsistence allowance at 
the current rates, are also payable, and the usual rule in 
relation to travel where public transport is available apply.
     The current Civil and Public Service rates of travelling 
expenses and subsistence allowance again were last 
revised in 2009, and are set out in HQ Directives 33/09 
and 34/09. If retired and employed in your retirement 
then you are entitled as a state witness in criminal trials, 
to an allowance for loss of earnings. 

CALCULATING EXPENSES CLAIM
This allowance is set at the hourly rate of pay you were 
earning on the date of your retirement; the Garda Pension 
Section will give you that hourly rate, to calculate your 
claim. 
     It is the responsibility of the member in charge of 
the case in question to make that claim on your behalf. 
Supply him/her will all relevant documentation to facilitate 
the claim process.
     If you’re required outside of the court session time to 

It is advisable to check in advance and ascertain what you are entitled to, or 
more importantly what you’re not entitled to as a state witness.
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attend briefings or consultations with State Counsel the 
same rates apply, but this aspect is not written into the 
Garda Code, and may be a matter of negotiation as to 
what is payable. 
     Despite repeated attempts by the GSRMA, the 
Department of Justice and Equality is not prepared to 
amend the rules. I must emphasise that these rates and 
rules ONLY apply to criminal proceedings. 
     They do not apply to civil proceedings, even civil 
proceedings where you as a witness are appearing for the 
State, again arising from your Garda Service. The rules 
of payment applicable here are the Chief State Solicitor 
Office rules (CSSO rules – CSSO Vote).
     Remember in these cases you must retain all receipts 
in respect of, for example, food and accommodation 
expenses, if such are availed of. Please note that if you 
qualify for free travel, and at the same time travel to 
that court by your own transport, there is absolutely 
no guarantee of payment. The application of the rules 
has varied in many areas, so it is advisable to check in 
advance and ascertain what you are entitled to, or more 

importantly what you’re not entitled to. 
     Expenses arising in the Coroner’s Court are the 
responsibility of the relevant local authority. The Coroner’s 
Act (Fees & Expenses) Regulations 1990 apply in this 
instances. These rates of payment apply where you are 
involved arising from official Garda capacity or an ordinary 
witness at the Inquest in question. This charge is not on 
the Garda Vote; so ensure you leave your expense details 
with the staff at the Coroner’s Office.
     Anyone experiencing difficulty with claims of this 
nature should email me at gensec@gardaretired.com or 
phone the GSRMA House on 01-4781525.

MOBILITY AID GRANT SCHEME
The Mobility Aid Grant Scheme provides grants for works 
designed to address problems in the home, such as the 
purchase and installation of grab rails, a level access 
shower, access ramps or a stair lift.
     Primarily aimed at older people, but people with a 
disability can also access the scheme, the grant is available 
to people with a maximum household income of less than 
€30,000. 
     Applications for the scheme are prioritised based on 
medical needs. The maximum grant available is €6,000. 
When the local authority receives your application it may 
request what is known as an OT assessment.  
     The authority can arrange for the assessment, but you 
yourself can employ an OT to carry out an assessment 
and recoup up to €200 towards that cost of your private 
assessment as part of the total grant. It is extremely 
important to note that no grant will be paid if you 
commence work in advance of the local authority written 
approval. 
     So, even if your local representative gives you the 
impression that such a grant will be approved, just wait 
that extra time to ensure you’re on a solid footing. 
Likewise the grant can be paid to owner-occupier 
housing, such as:
• Houses being purchased from a local authority, under 

a tenant purchase scheme.
• Private rented accommodation, note the duration of 

that tenancy will determine if the grant is approved.
• Accommodation provided under the voluntary 

housing Capital Assistance and Rental subsidy 
schemes.

• Accommodation occupied by persons living in 
communal residences.

A means test is conducted on the following criteria 
for qualification of the grant:
*Remember; the applicant’s annual gross income, 
together with the spouse or partner’s annual gross income 
in the previous tax year. 
*The income of any other adults living in the household 
who are aged over 23 years if in full time education, or 
aged over 18 if not in full time education.

The Mobility Aid Grant Scheme provides grants for 
works to address problems in the home such as the 
purchase and installation of grab rails.



SUMMER

SALE
2 Months

FREE Home
Insurance*

*Minimum premium of €241.50 incl. govt. levy applies for Buildings and Contents cover. Optional extras excluded. Acceptance criteria terms 
and conditions apply. Two months free cover available from 1st March to 30th of June 2016 to new SuperValu Home Insurance customers and 
is equivalent to 17% discount. Offer does not apply to new Holiday Home or Rental Home cover quotations. All discounts applied subject to 
minimum premium for Residential home buildings and contents cover of €241.50 (incl of government levies). SuperValu Home Insurance is 
underwritten by AIG European Group Ltd. AIG Europe Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Prudential Regulation Authority in the United Kingdom 
and is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for conduct of business rules. Musgrave Financial Services Limited t/s SuperValu Insurance is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Call 1890 719 425
or 01 261 2020
supervalu.ie/insurance

When you
take out

Home Insurance
before 

June 30TH

Home Insurance
key benefits 

Up to €1,000 in SuperValu 
vouchers to replace freezer contents

24 hour Home Emergency Assist 
Helpline to an approved network

Contents uplift for wedding and 
Christmas – up to 10% of contents 
sum insured

20% discount if you have a working 
monitored Burglar Alarm



Note that the following is not taken into account for 
assessment purposes:
* €5,000 of each member of the household aged up to 
18 years; 
* €5,000 of each member of the household aged 
between 18 and 23 years and in full-time education or on 
a SOLAS apprenticeship; 
* €5,000 where the person with a disability (applicant 
only) is being cared for by a relative on a full-time basis; 
Child Benefit; Family Income Supplement; Domiciliary 
Care Allowance; Respite Care Grant; Carer’s Benefit and 
Carer’s Allowance (where payment is made in respect of 
the application).
     When making an application, you must supply your tax 
reference; details of your tax district; statement that to the 
best of your knowledge your tax affairs are in order.      
     If you intend to pay more that €650 to your 
contractor, then that contractor must submit his/her C2 
Tax Clearance Certificate to the relevant local authority. 
You MUST provide evidence that the Local Property Tax 
(LPT) on the house has been paid.

DEATH REGISTRATION
Many issues arise after the loss of one’s spouse or partner. 
I receive many calls from members or the member’s 
surviving partner as what to do or who to contact, how to 
register a death or access financial accounts. 
     Hereunder are some basic facts which may assist some 
families into the future. 
     Registering a death should be done as soon as 
possible and no later than three months after the death. 
It is usually registered by the next of kin. Alternatively, it 
may be registered by a person who was present during 
the death or final illness of the person who died or by 
any other person who has knowledge of the required 
particulars. 
     A Death Notification Form stating the cause of death 
is needed to register the death. You can get this from the 
doctor who attended the deceased person during their 
last illness. 
     When you register the death you can get a death 
certificate from the Registrar of Births Deaths and 
Marriages at the same time. 
     In certain cases of sudden or unexplained death the 
coroner may investigate the cause. If the cause of death is 
not clear a post-mortem examination may be carried out. 
If this does not explain the death an inquest may be held. 
The Coroner makes arrangements to register the death.
     In the case of a death abroad both the Irish Embassies 
and Consulates provide help in connection with the 
deaths of Irish citizens and with making arrangements 
for the return of the remains to Ireland. A list of Irish 
embassies and consulates is available on the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade website www.dfa.ie 
     An undertaker in Ireland should be able to help you 
deal with the formalities and arrangements required and 

help you find 
a suitable 
funeral 
director in the 
other country. 
Repatriation 
of the remains 
of a deceased 
person to 
Ireland can be 
a complicated 
and costly 
process. 
Another 
option is to 
have the body 
cremated 
abroad.

ACCESS TO 
MONEY
When 
someone dies 
their personal 
representative 
distributes 
their 
money and property according to the law. A personal 
representative is either an executor where there is a will, 
or an administrator where there is no will. 
     Occasionally difficulties can arise when a bereaved 
person may need to get access to some of the deceased 
person’s money to pay for funeral expenses. It may also 
be the case for example that a dependent spouse or civil 
partner or dependent children may need to get access to 
money for living expenses. It is not easy to get immediate 
access to the deceased person’s money unless it is in a 
joint account.
     If money in a bank account is in the deceased person’s 
name only, then you usually cannot get access to it until 
probate is taken out. Probate is a declaration that the 
deceased person’s will is valid. If the amount of money 
is small the financial institution may release it provided 
the personal representatives or the next of kin sign an 
indemnity form. 
     In effect this is a guarantee that the bank will not 
be at a loss if there are other claims on the money. If 
the account is held jointly with a person other than the 
deceased persons spouse or civil partner for example the 
deceased person’s brother or parent the bank may need a 
statement from Revenues Capital Taxes Office. 
     This will allow you to transfer money while any 
possible tax liability such as Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) 
is being examined. If you think the deceased person may 
have had a dormant bank account (defined as an account 
that has had no customer initiated transactions for 15 

An undertaker in Ireland can help 
you deal with the formalities and 
arrangements required.
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years) you should contact the financial institution at which 
the account was held. 
     If that financial institution no longer exists and you 
want to find out where to make your enquiry or claim, 
then contact the Banking and Payments Federation Ireland 
(BPFI). Even if the funds in a dormant account have been 
transferred to the Dormant Accounts Fund the deceased 
person’s next of kin still has a claim on the funds. 

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
The following applies for post office savings accounts in 
one name only: 
•  If the investor left instructions on a nomination 

form the proceeds of the savings deposit account or 
savings certificates will be distributed according to 
those instructions.

•  If the investor made a will the proceeds will be 
distributed in accordance with the will.

• If there is no will the usual rules for inheritance will 
apply.

•  If the amount involved is less than €10,000 you 
will not have to wait to take out a grant of probate. 
Get a claim form from any post office and send it to 
the Post Office Savings Bank Deceased Section with 
a death certificate, a post office deposit book, an 
original will or certified copy of the will. 

•  You will be sent a form of indemnity which you 
must sign in the presence of a Peace Commissioner, 
Commissioner for Oaths, a GP, clergyman or a 
member of An Garda Síochána. 

If the deceased person had a credit union account and 
had completed a valid nomination form, when opening 
the account nominating someone as next of kin, the 
proceeds of the account up to a maximum of €23,000 go 
to the person or persons nominated on the form.
     They do not form part of the deceased person’s estate. 
The balance of the account forms part of the deceased 
person’s estate and is distributed in accordance with the 
will and or succession law.
     If an insurance policy names you as the beneficiary, 
then you may claim it directly from the insurance 
company. You will need the deceased person’s death 
certificate. If there is no named beneficiary, then the 
proceeds form part of the overall estate of the deceased 
person and are distributed with the other assets.

CONTRIBUTORY PENSION
A Widows/Widowers or Surviving Civil Partners 
(Contributory) Pension is a weekly payment to the spouse 
or civil partner of a person who has died. Either you or 
your late spouse or civil partner must have enough PRSI 
contributions to qualify. Currently applicants must have 
at least 260 paid PRSI contributions to qualify as well as 
fulfilling other conditions in relation to PRSI. 
     At the age of 66 your payment increases to the 

State Pension 
(Contributory) 
rate. The pension 
remains payable 
while you remain 
widowed or a 
surviving civil 
partner. If you 
re-marry or start 
to cohabit it is no 
longer payable. 
     You may get 
increases for 
qualified children 
with your pension 
these remain 
payable while 
the child is aged 
under 18 and 
they may then be 
continued until 
age 22 if the 
child is in full time 
education. 

NON-CONTRIBUTORY PENSION
A Widows/Widowers or Surviving Civil Partners (Non-
Contributory) Pension is a means-tested payment for 
widows/widowers or surviving civil partners aged under 
66 without dependent children, who do not qualify 
for the Widows/Widowers or Surviving Civil Partners 
(Contributory) Pension.
     To qualify for Widows/Widowers or Surviving Civil 
Partners Non-Contributory Pension you must satisfy 
the habitual residence condition and you must not be 
cohabiting.
     At the age of 66 you transfer to the State Pension 
(Non-Contributory). Your means include any income you 
have or property (except your own home), or an asset that 
could bring in money or provide you with an income.
     You are means assessed using specific rules under the 
following headings: cash income (including from work), 
value of capital, e.g. savings investments, cash-on-hand 
and property (not including your own home), and income 
from property personally used.

PRSI Records: It is very important to update and maintain 
your social insurance record to ensure that you are eligible 
for social welfare payments, including, for example, a 
State Pension (Contributory). Write to the Department 
of Social & Family Protection (Records), McCarter’s Road, 
Ardarvan, Buncrana, Co. Donegal. 
     You can also apply online via the Department of 
Social & Family Protection website, and follow the link. 
Telephone 01-4715898; LoCall 1890 690 690. If calling 
from outside Ireland dial + 353-1-4715898).

The pension remains payable 
while you remain widowed or a 
surviving civil partner.



  WE'RE BIG ON

YOUR COMMUNITY

Last year, you helped us donate €1million to 3,500 local causes. 
That's 3,500 ways we're proud to be making a difference. 



Much of that waste is recycled, but increasingly we’re converting some of it into 
green power electricity. Just one of the many innovative ways we’re working responsibly 
with nature, and leading the change to ensure a sustainable future for everyone. 

We power over 8,000 Irish homes 
by turning waste into electricity.

Rubbish? Far from it.

        - Bord na Móna’s waste collection company, handles over 
5 million household bins every year for over 100,000 customers.

Search Bord na Móna Change
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Tax relief for home carers: You can claim tax relief 
on the cost of employing a carer if you employ one for 
yourself or for another family member. You can employ 
the carer directly or you can use an agency that employs 
carers. 
     If you employ the carer yourself, you should register 
as an employer and you will be responsible for your 
employee’s tax and social insurance (PAYE, USC and PRSI). 
     You will also have other duties and obligations as 
an employer, regarding hours of work, contracts of 
employment, payslips, holidays and the minimum wage.

PRSI credits for carers: If you give up work to care 
for someone and get a Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s 
Benefit you will be awarded credits. These can help 
you to maintain your PRSI record and to qualify for 
other payments in the future, such as a State Pension 
(Contributory). 
     However, you cannot get credits with a Carer’s 
Allowance if your last PRSI contribution was more than 
two years before you started caring. If you were getting 
a Jobseeker’s Allowance (if you have at least one paid 
contribution), a Jobseeker’s Benefit or Illness Benefit, 
before your claim for Carer’s Allowance, you can be 
awarded credits. 
     If you are on Carer’s Leave from Work but do not get 
Carer’s Benefit or Allowance, you are still entitled to get 
credits. You should get your employer to complete the 
application form for carers leave credits.

Homemakers Scheme: For the purposes of the 
Homemakers Scheme, a homemaker is a man or woman 
who provides full-time care for a child under age 12, or an 
ill or disabled person aged 12 or over.
     Under this scheme, any years that you spent as a 
homemaker since 6 April 1994 are ignored or disregarded 
when working out your yearly average contributions for a 
State Pension (Contributory). 
     To be eligible, you must permanently live in the State 
(except in cases where provisions under EU or posted 
worker regulations apply), be aged under 66, have started 
insurable employment or self-employment on or after the 
age of 16 and before the age of 56, and not work full-
time.
     However, you can work and earn less than €38 gross 
per week, care full-time for a child aged under 12 or an 
ill or disabled person. If you’re not living with the person 
you are looking after, a direct system of communication 
must exist between your home and the person being 
cared for, for example, by telephone or alarm system. The 
person being cared for must not be getting full-time care 
and attention from anyone else.
     It is important to note that only one person can be 
regarded as the homemaker at any one time. If you stop 
being a homemaker and your spouse or civil partner takes 
up homemaking duties, you should notify the Department 

of Social & Family Protection immediately to ensure there 
is no loss of entitlements under the Homemakers Scheme. 

Homemaking Years: A homemaking year is one in which 
you are out of the workforce for the full tax year. Up to 
a maximum of 20 homemaking years can be disregarded 
for State Pension (Contributory) purposes. 
     As only a full year can be disregarded, a homemaker’s 
credits can be awarded for part of a year at the start of 
the homemaking period, from the date you become a 
homemaker up to the end of the tax year. 
     Likewise, homemaker’s credits can also be awarded 
for part of a year when the homemaking period ends, 
from the start of the tax year up to the date you stop 
homemaking.

Home Carer’s Tax Credit: This is a tax credit of up to 
€1,000 given to married couples or civil partners who 
are jointly assessed for tax, where one spouse or civil 
partner works in the home caring for a dependent person. 
Dependent people can include children, older people and 
people with disabilities. 
     The tax you are liable to pay is calculated as a 
percentage of your income. A tax credit is deducted from 
this to give the actual amount of tax that you have to pay. 
A tax credit has the effect of reducing your payable tax by 
the amount of the credit. A Home Carer’s Tax Credit can 
be claimed when  the married couple or civil partners are 
jointly assessed for tax. 
     One spouse or civil partner works in the home caring 
for one or more dependent people. The home carers own 
income is under €7,200. A reduced tax credit applies if 

the carer’s income is between €7,200 and €9,200. 
     The Carer’s Allowance is not taken into account when 
determining the home carer’s income but it is a taxable 
source of income. This means that if you are claiming A 
Carer’s Allowance, it will make up part of your jointly-
assessed income.

You can employ the carer directly or you can use an 
agency that employs carers.



 

For the early starts, the late fi nishes, the 
Christmas dinners missed; for rescuing 
loved ones (two-legged or four), for 
delivering new-borns; for going beyond 
the call of duty time after time; for doing 
your job with a smile.

On behalf of Bank of Ireland and local 
communities across Ireland, we’d like 
to say a sincere ‘Thank You’ to all in 
the Emergency Services.

A sincere 
thank you

153884_BOI_Emergency_Services_A4_7.indd   1 02/11/2012   08:06



ATHLONE
GSRMA President 
Matt Cosgrave, 
presented the 
certificates to 
long-serving 
members Michael 
Feeney and John 
Sheehy. (Photo 
courtesy of Mary 
O’Connor, Athlone)

CASTLEBAR
Pat Carney 
and John X. 
Kelly, who 
received 
certificates in 
recognition 
of 20 years 
since their 
retirement 
from the Force, are pictured with Noel Campbell, Branch 
Secretary, and Bertie Davoren, Branch Chairman. (Photo 
courtesy of Dónal Ó Gallachóir, Castlebar Branch)

DUN LAOGHAIRE
Pictured at the 
presentation 
were (l-r): 
John Moran, 
Bill Durkan, 
Desmond 
O’Reilly (Matt 
Cosgrave, 
President), 
Brendan McDonnell, Tom Butler, Albert Burke, Joseph 
Neville and Padraic Costello. Absent from the photo were 
Desmond Malone, William O’Brien, and Kenneth Barker. 
(Photo courtesy of Jim Kenny, Dun Laoghaire Branch)

DUBLIN NORTH
Branch 
Chairman, 
Jim Murphy, 
presented seven 
members with 
certificates:
Seated (l-r): 
Maria Murphy 
and P.J. Delaney; 
Standing (l-r): 
Jimmy Hennessy, Tom Collins, Joe O’Sullivan, John Joe 
O’Connor and Peter Galligan. (Photo courtesy of Christy 
Lonergan, Dublin North Branch).

LIMERICK 
CITY
Pat Connolly 
presented Ben 
McNamara 
with a GSRMA 
Certificate to 
acknowledge 
his long 
service. Ben, 
who retired 
from the Force in 1989, served as secretary and chairman 
of the local branch for up to ten years.

LIMERICK 
COUNTY
Willie Saunderson 
(left) presented 
branch member 
Dan Harrington 
with his certificate, 
pictured here with 
his wife Anne and 
Joe Dunleavey, 
Branch Chairman.

LONG SERVICE 
REWARDS 

CERTIFICATE PRESENTATIONS

Branch members from Athlone, Castlebar, Dun Laoghaire, Dublin North, Limerick City and 
Limerick County, were recently presented with GSRMA certificates in recognition of their 

long years of service.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

REMINDING GARDA COMMISSIONER OF HER RESPONSIBLITIES

Dear Editor,

I must take issue with 
your editorial in the 
Spring 2016 issue of 
Síocháin. You seem to 
lay the blame for the 
current state of policing 
in Ireland at the door of 
the Minister for Justice 
while absolving the 
Garda Commissioner 
of all responsibility.
     I would argue 
that they are equally 
responsible. In 
fact, I would even suggest that the Commissioner might be more 
responsible given that her understanding of policing would be 
superior to that of any politician. 
     Her continued denial that there is a resource issue is remarkable 
and does nothing to strengthen her credibility. The fact that she has 
failed spectacularly to stand up to the Minister to demand the extra 
resources required makes her, at the very least, as responsible as the 
Minister for Justice. 
     The Annual Policing Plan 2015 launched by the Garda 
Commissioner set out the policing commitments of the service 
and set the priorities for An Garda Síochána as determined by the 
Minister for Justice and Equality, under Section 20 of the Garda 
Síochána Act 2005. 
     The Garda Commissioner stated: “I am conscious that the close 
relationship we enjoy with communities across the country remains 
critical to our ability to prevent and tackle crime. We do not take this 
relationship for granted and will work to maintain and develop these 
strong links. Combining our community engagement and community 
policing philosophy with a renewed sense of public service and duty 
will be a priority for the entire organisation in 2015.”
     That statement rings hollow now in view of the destruction of 
the effective system of community engagement that once existed in 
this jurisdiction. The Minister and the Commissioner are quick to 
point out that the closure of rural Garda stations has not undermined 
policing.
     In fact they have argued that the rural community will somehow 
benefit from an improved service because of it. There are a number 
of issues at stake here:
• The general lack of resources and the shortage of manpower in 

the specialist units 
• The ban on recruitment
• The new roster system
• The closure of the rural Garda stations 
• The dilution of community engagement. 

     While these are regularly addressed separately by the authorities 
they are, in fact, all connected. The moratorium on recruitment over 
the last few years created the first link in the chain of manpower 
shortage and cut off the supply of new Gardaí. Retirements and 
promotions reduced the core number annually which meant that not 
only was the Force not maintaining its numbers but was actually 
decreasing in size.  
     The introduction of the new roster system created a fifth shift, 
which required extra manpower and created a headache for Garda 
management 
who now had to 
find those extra 
resources from 
somewhere else. 
     The closure 
of rural Garda 
stations allowed 
for those members 
to be transferred 
to larger urban 
areas to fill some 
of those vacancies. 
Removing all these 
members had a direct negative impact on community engagement 
and intelligence gathering. 
This problematic fifth shift also created another difficulty for Garda 
management in so far as there are members falling over each other at 
certain times when there is no great demand for them and a shortage 
of manpower at other times when the demand is high. 
     The manpower shortage also meant that there were very few 
opportunities for Gardaí to transfer from regular policing duties to 
the specialised units such as armed response units and the various 
detective units. Many of these were also being depleted due to 
promotions and natural wastage. 
     So, now there are fewer armed Gardaí available to support those 
working at the coal face, which means it is more likely that unarmed 
Gardaí will continue to be the first responders to incidents like the 
recent events in the Regency Hotel in Dublin.
     How in the face of this, both the Minister for Justice and 
the Garda Commissioner can agree that An Garda Síochána is 
adequately resourced is a mystery to many. They seem to limp along 
from one incident to the next without any definite plan, while at the 
same time suggesting that everything is under control. 
     The Garda Commissioner has a duty of care to her members and 
she cannot be excused for failing to stand up to the politicians to 
demand what is needed to ensure that those members can carry out 
their duty as safely and as effectively as possible.

Trevor Laffan
Cobh, Co. Cork.



Are you
Compassionate, 
competent, 
committed, 
creative, 
courageous.

Sage needs volunteers to 
provide support and advocacy 
services with and for people
in all care settings.
Training, support and 
supervision will be provided to 
all successful applicants.
Advocacy is a process of empowerment 
to ensure the wishes and preferences of 

the person are heard.

For more information and an 
application form log on to 
www.sage.thirdageireland.ie/recruitment

Or contact: 
Michelle Rooney 
Education, Training and Support Coordinator
E: michelle.rooney@sage.thirdageireland.ie
T: 086 183 1428



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor
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Dear Editor,

‘The Bacon Report’ by Pat Lehane in the Winter 2015 issue of 
Síocháin had an abundance of grissly details that would rule it out of 
contention as a literary work of art or a suitable material for the faint 
hearted. 
     From many people’s perspective, however, it could be seen in a 
different light, and as the woman said when she kissed the sow, “an 
issue such as this is really a matter of individual taste”. 
     Moreover, there are two sides to every story and it goes without 
saying that it hasn’t always and everywhere been the case that who 
does what and to whom has been along the lines that the author of 
the Bacon Report has in mind. 
     To find out more about this life and death issue another author, 
namely Roald Dahl, may well be the one with all the answers we 
are looking for, and if so these are provided for in his humorous 
composition…

THE PIG POEM
In England once there lived a pig,
A wonderfully clever pig,
To everyone it was plain,
That piggy had a massive brain,
He worked out sums inside his head,
There was no book he had’nt read,
He knew what made an airplane fly,
He knew how engines worked and why,
He knew all this but in the end,
One question drove him round the bend.
He simply could’nt puzzle out,
What life was really all about,
What was the reason for his birth,
His giant brain went round and round,
Alas no answer could be found,
T’ill suddenly one wondrous night,
All in a flash he saw the light,
He jumped up like a ballet dancer,
And yelled “by gum” I’ve got the answer,
They want my bacon slice by slice,
To sell at a tremendous price,
They want my tender juicy chops,
To put in all the butchers shops,
They want my pork to make a roast,
And that’s the part‘ll cost the most,

They want my sausages on strings,
They even want my clitterings,
The butcher shop, the carving knife,
That is the reason for my life.
Such thoughts as these are not designed,
To give a pig great peace of mind,
Next morning in came farmer Bland,
A pair of pigswell in his hand,
And piggy with a mighty roar,
Bashed the farmer to the floor.
Now comes the rather grissly bit,
So let’s not make too much of it,
Except that you must understand,
That piggy did eat farmer Bland,
He eat him up from head to toe,
Chewing the pieces nice and slow,
It took an hour to reach the feet,
Because there was so much to eat,
And when he finished pig of course,
Felt absolutely no remorse,
Slowly he scratched his brainy head,
And with a little smile he said,
I had a fairly powerful hunch,
That he might have me for his lunch,
And so because I feared the worst,
I thought I’de better eat him first.

Hillstreet Blues come back, all is forgiven, for if this author’s 
method of enduring is anything to go by the practice of ‘doing it to 
them before they do it to you’ ought to be restored, if only to ensure 
one’s survival, especially in circumstances where one has to kill or 
be killed.
     Finally, may I say hello to the class of June 1960, in the days 
when there were four ways of making a bed, but not a word of 
warning about the danger these places present because of the number 
of people who die in them rather than somewhere else. 
     Way back then and above in Phoenix Park, I was given the 
number 14318K which I have never succeeded in shaking off and 
consequently it still sticks to me like s*** to a blanket.

Regards,

Pat Daly
Midleton, Co. Cork.

THE BACON REPORT – A MATTER OF INDIVIDUAL TASTE!

Are you
Compassionate, 
competent, 
committed, 
creative, 
courageous.

Sage needs volunteers to 
provide support and advocacy 
services with and for people
in all care settings.
Training, support and 
supervision will be provided to 
all successful applicants.
Advocacy is a process of empowerment 
to ensure the wishes and preferences of 

the person are heard.

For more information and an 
application form log on to 
www.sage.thirdageireland.ie/recruitment

Or contact: 
Michelle Rooney 
Education, Training and Support Coordinator
E: michelle.rooney@sage.thirdageireland.ie
T: 086 183 1428



At the heart of 
great performance.
We believe in the power of one. 
Eight companies, 4500 employees 
& 100 international locations have 
come together as one team to deliver 
an unrivalled depth of experience, 
expertise and service excellence. 

We have unifi ed under one new 
name – Actavo, a name that fi nds 
its very essence in the meaning 
of performance.

Actavo.com

Going beyond



Dear Editor,

In reply to a letter from Ronan Lafferty, I served in Tallaght from 1969 
to 1971 with Sgt Ned Lafferty and knew all the Lafferty family very 
well. 
     The station photograph supplied appears to have tram tracks running 
along the road and the Gardaí in the photo are wearing choker tunics. 
According to ‘Google’ the last tram went from Blessington to Terenure 
in 1932. These tracks were certainly not there in my time, the photo is 
probably from around the 1930s. 
     The other members stationed with me in Tallaght at that time were PJ 
Dempsey, Pat O’Rourke, Oliver Lewis, Malachy O’Brien, Kevin Bruen, 
Pat Ennis, Michael Kelleher, John O’Hara (RIP) and Sgt Michael Foley. 
(Regards to Peggy and family).

Bobby Ellis
Dun Laoghaire Branch

KEEPING TRACK OF OLD TALLAGHT STATION PHOTOGRAPH

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

IRISH BLIND GOLFERS WISH TO CLUB TOGETHER WITH GARDAÍ

Dear Editor,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Irish 
Blind Golfers’ Society, which may be of 
interest to members of An Garda Síochána, 
both serving and retired. 
     The Society has been in existence since 
1991 and provides training, development and 
playing opportunities for visually impaired 
and blind golfers. It also provides financial 
support for golf lessons to golfers suffering 
from sight loss.
     The Society has ten golf outings around 
the Dublin area throughout the calendar year. 
The green fees are covered by the Society so 
that our members can enjoy a day out golfing and meeting up with 
their fellow visually impaired friends. 
     The social camaraderie is vital for our members as they 
continually cope with living with their sight loss. At present there are 
12 members, and it is the Society’s intention to expand this number 
countrywide. Additionally, our members are encouraged to represent 
Ireland in International Blind Golf competitions abroad. 
     Personally, I am an ex-member of An Garda Síochána. I retired 
in 2005 and I was a member of Stackstown Golf Club from 1987 
to 2007. As a result of a pituitary tumour, which caused visual 
impairment, I joined the Irish Blind Golfers’ Society in 2014. I was 
very proud and honoured when the Society asked me to represent 
Ireland in the Italian Blind Golf Open Championship last October.  
     The Society has truly welcomed me and has been so supportive. 

The camaraderie with everyone is something I have not experienced 
anywhere else. I have made truly wonderful friends, which is a great 
comfort as I adapt to my visual impairment.
The Society and I would be grateful if the Association of Retired 
Garda Síochána would highlight our Society in the Síochán 
magazine. Further information is available on our website www.
irishblindgolf.eu 
     If you wish to discuss this further with me, you are welcome to 
contact me at 01-4945557 or 085-1450812.

With Best Wishes

Philip Bond
Secretary
Irish Blind Golfers’ Society

Síocháin   33



Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology to improve the efficiency of freight 
journeys, lower operational costs and improve safety on our roads.

In a new development from the Egis Group 
in France, its fully-owned subsidiary Easytrip 
Services is offering global road transport and 
smart mobility services. With a background 
in road operations, road maintenance and 
international tolling developments, Easytrip 
understands the needs of the transport and 
mobility industry. Moreover, our over 30 years 
of experience within the heavy goods vehicle 
(trucks) and mass market (light vehicles) 
industry has helped us to become a world 
class leader providing services such as toll 
solutions, tax refund, excise duty refund 
service, and ferry, rail 
and tunnel bookings.

Through its organisation 
of international and local 
subsidiaries, Easytrip is 
addressing a wide range 
of different markets with 
the focus on business-to-
business and business-
to-customer services. 
It has capitalised on 
its valuable customer 
knowledge, technical 
expertise and developed 

competencies in customer relationship 
management.

Because of fast-growing markets and the 
increase of the speed of changing business 
models, Easytrip also created the ability to work 
with integrated partnership environments, 
hence enlarging not only our scope of service 
but also strengthening competitive values.  
Easytrip Services is recognised as a leading 
player in the sector and is present across the 
whole value chain of road services.
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In a new development from the Egis
Group in France, its fully-owned
subsidiary Easytrip Services is offering
global road transport and smart mobility
services. With a background in road
operations, road maintenance and
international tolling developments,
Easytrip understands the needs of the
transport and mobility industry.
Moreover, our over 30 years of
experience within the heavy goods
vehicle (trucks) and mass market (light
vehicles) industry has helped us to
become a world class leader providing
services such as toll solutions, tax
refund, excise duty refund service, and
ferry, rail and tunnel bookings. 

Through its organisation of international
and local subsidiaries, Easytrip is
addressing a wide range of different
markets with the focus on business-to-
business and business-to-customer
services. It has capitalised on its

valuable customer knowledge, technical
expertise and developed competencies
in customer relationship management. 

Because of fast-growing markets and the
increase of the speed of changing
business models, Easytrip also created
the ability to work with integrated
partnership environments, hence
enlarging not only our scope of service
but also strengthening competitive
values.  Easytrip Services is recognised
as a leading player in the sector and is
present across the whole value chain of
road services.

Connected vehicles
Since 2010, Easytrip has conducted a
profound market research programme in
Europe about the development of the
automotive industry and data
connectivity coming into the vehicles.

The emerging trend is clear: the internet
will accelerate businesses, creating more
value to fleet managers and end users.
The focus of our market research was on
all stakeholders in the transport industry
who have an important role in the
mobility transport chain in Europe.

Assiduous studies of markets like fleet
telematics, roadside assistance, pay-as-
you drive and pay-as-you-behave
insurances, combined with upcoming
government mandates related to
centralisation of in-vehicle technology,
the obligation of care of your fleet users
and the overall safety of drivers (i.e.
Ecall), completed our vision on how to
further strengthen the strategy for the
future.  

By aggregating the Easytrip Services
with the best in fleet telematics, Easytrip
developed a unique offer for the
transport and mobility industry. Not only

A better drive
with Egis
Egis Projects is deploying the latest technology
to improve the efficiency of freight journeys,
lower operational costs and improve safety on
our roads.
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie
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do we follow the drivers’ routes, advise
them the best in mobility solutions, but
we also increase the awareness of the
effects of taking a particular route and
the related values influencing intelligence
and support for taking proactive
decisions.  

Combining transport ‘mobility services’
with ‘mobility intelligence’, Easytrip will
be able to provide the transport industry
with a new dimension of managing and
controlling fleets. We will move from
passive fleet control into proactive fleet
control. 

Using high-end technologies and
opening new ways to visualise mobility
intelligence will further enable the
transport industry to lower its total cost
of operations (TCO).  Where most
transport companies believe that they
have reached the best in lowering their
TCO, Easytrip Services found new ways
to assist them, thus lowering the TCO
even further.  Easytrip Services will
introduce the first new features of this
service from June onwards.

Speed cameras save lives
Egis’ intelligence-led approach to
monitoring speed is continuing to save
lives on Irish roads.  This started with the
introduction of privatised mobile safety
cameras in November 2010, with a view
to increasing compliance with speed
limits and reducing driver fatalities.
Vehicle speeds at locations with a
speed-related collision history have
dropped with the cameras acting as a
deterrent to speeding.

The operator (GoSafe) is an Egis Projects
joint venture with MIL (Ireland) and
Redflex (Australia).  GoSafe is paid per
hour of roadside traffic monitoring (and
not by infringements) and the
programme is managed by An Garda
Síochána.

Enforcement priorities are guided by
statistically-supported knowledge
gathered from the key stakeholders
involved in road safety which selects the
relevant locations and ensures optimal
deployment of the safety cameras.
Monitoring only occurs within these
zones and is weighted towards the times
at which collisions occur. Deployment is
reviewed continually to ensure that most
focus is placed on zones where drivers
are less compliant with speed limits,
thereby increasing the deterrent effect of
the highly visible safety cameras.  The
camera vans monitor speeds across
every county in the State and gather
data that support and contribute to the
intelligence-led enforcement approach.

An Garda Síochána also opted for overt
monitoring with highly visible safety
camera vans and the locations of all
monitoring zones published at
www.garda.ie and provided for satnavs,
and all monitoring zones marked with
roadside camera signs.

Mobile camera operations also have a
‘halo effect’ i.e. the length of time during

which the effects of enforcement on

driver behaviour continue after the

enforcement has ended and the distance

over which the effects of enforcement

continue after passing an enforcement

site. This allows a relatively small

number of mobile safety cameras to

have a larger impact on driver behaviour

than a similar number of fixed cameras.

The intelligence-led approach, focusing

on collision-prone zones, with a highly

visible presence of mobile safety

cameras seems to be achieving critical

mass and contributing to saving lives.

Crucially, it has been supported by a

very extensive media campaign by the

Road Safety Authority to emphasise the

need to reduce speeds in the collision-

prone zones and thereby save lives.

For more information on Easytrip

Services, please contact 

Marcel van Empel via email:

marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be

contacted as follows:

Unit 24, Northwood House

Northwood Business Park

Santry, Dublin 9

Tel: +353 1 469 1200

Email: information@egis.ie

Web: www.egis.ie

A
d

verto
rial

For more information on Easytrip Services, please contact 
Marcel van Empel via email: marcel.van-empel-ext@egis.fr 

Egis Project’s Ireland office can be contacted as follows:
Unit 24, Northwood House Northwood Business Park Santry, Dublin 9
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

UNIFORMED APPROACH TO GARDA SERVICE MEDALS IS NEEDED
Dear Editor,

On Easter Sunday I watched the commemoration ceremonies on TV 
with some pride and admiration. Needless to say I was particularly 
interested in the Garda involvement as this is such a rare occurrence.
     While it was wonderful to so many State and other organisations 
participating, I could not help noticing that the Garda contingent 
appeared to be the only section that was not wearing Service Medals, 
although many wore ribbons. All other groups wore their medals 
with pride, and rightly so.
     While I would commend the Commissioner for introducing 
ceremonial uniforms I cannot understand how a Ceremonial 
Review Panel (if there was one) could overlook such a matter when 
addressing the issue of ceremonials. 
     The wearing of Service Medals is an integral part of all formal 
occasions. I believe that clear and unambiguous instructions in this 
regard should be included in the Garda Síochána Code.
     The mention of uniforms also begs the question: Is it not time 
for all members in uniform to have some significant and easily 
recognisable ‘Garda’ emblem on the sleeves of their uniforms, such 
as the Air Support Unit or other specialist units seem to have? 
This would be a very practical and useful addition particularly in 

summer when, without tunics, members look rather nondescript and 
could and often are mistaken for members of other services. This is 
particularly so in the case of foreign visitors.

Sean Brennan
Limerick City Branch

Dear Editor,
The photograph of the CID Course at the 
Technical Bureau in 1967 (published on page 
109 in the Spring 2016 issue of ‘Síocháin’) 
had four incorrect names. I have underlined the 
amended names.

CID Course April 1967 (Technical Bureau, 
Dublin)
Back Row (l-r): T. Healy, M. Staunton, M.A. 
Finn, P. Cronin, P. Sweeney, J.A. McDonnell, J. 
Barry and N. O’Dwyer.
Middle Row (l-r): J. McSweeney, A.S. 
McNamara, C. O’Connell, E.A. Kerins, P. 
Walsh, M. Kelleher, J.J. Brides, P.J. Madden, 
P.G. O’Donnell and V. Hennigan.
Front Row (l-r): Garda B. Walsh, D/Sgt. T. O’Connor, D/Sgt P. Culligan, D/Sgt D. Murphy, D/Supt P. McLoughlin, D/Insp J. Moore, D/Sgt 
E. O’Fiachan, D/Sgt J. Courtney, Garda C.N. O’Malley and Garda M.J. Moloney.

(Photo courtesy of Vincent Hennigan, Letterkenny)

B.A. Walsh
Fethard,
Co. Tipperary.

NAMES AMENDED ON PHOTO OF CID COURSE APRIL 1967
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PLANNING HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS IN 

2016?

St Paul’s Garda Credit Union is 
pleased to announce a reduction 

in its Home Improvement loan rate to 
4.25% (4.33% APR)*.
     This Home Improvement loan can 
be repaid up to a maximum term 
of 10 years, to minimise the total 
interest payment on your loan St Paul’s 
recommend that your repayment is as 
short a term as possible.
     As the economy picks up and 
consumer confidence continues to 
improve, more of us will consider home 
improvements in 2016. The extension 
of the Government’s Home Renovation 
Incentive Scheme (HRI) also provides 
some welcome tax relief for those 
planning expenditure on home repair, 
renovation or improvement works this 
year. (For more information on the HRI 
Scheme go to www.revenue.ie)
     At St Paul’s we understand the 
difference a home improvement loan can make to your 
life, increasing comfort and adding space.  We always 
look at your whole story to make sure you feel at home 
with the loan process. 
     We do not charge administration fees or transaction 
charges and you can pay back your home improvement 
loan early without penalty, if that becomes an option for 
you.  At St. Paul’s you are a valued member, not just a 
number.
     Commenting on the reduced Home Improvement loan 
rate, Brendan O’Leary, CEO of St Paul’s said: “The Irish 
property market is certainly showing signs of recovery and 
this in turn is giving people confidence to carry out home 
improvements that were maybe put off during the depths 
of the recession. 
     “St Paul’s Garda Credit Union is delighted to be able to 
offer a home improvement loan product to its members 
at a very competitive 4.25% rate. We would encourage 

Whether you’re planning to replace your roof, build an extension or install a new kitchen, if 
you need a home improvement loan then it’s time to talk to St Paul’s Garda Credit Union. 

members contemplating undertaking improvements in 
their home to contact us about finance.” 
     Your family members can also avail of all St. Paul’s 
fantastic loan rates and services so if they are not already 
members, join them now.

*Typical Home Improvement Loan: A €20,000 Ten 
year 4.25% (4.33% APR) variable interest rate loan, 
will have 521 weekly repayments of €47.21. The total 
amount repayable will be €24,550.42

To work out the cost of your St Paul’s loan, use the loan 
calculator on our website www.stpaulscu.ie, drop in, or 
call us on 021-4313355. Loans are subject to approval, 
Terms and Conditions apply.

St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Ltd, Registered Office: 
Boreenmanna Road, Cork is regulated by the Central 
Bank of Ireland.

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION
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EASTER RISING 

POLICING IN THE 
AFTERMATH OF 
EASTER RISING

The Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) 

remained an unarmed police force 

following the Easter Rising, and its 

members resumed normal policing 

duties, unlike their counterparts in the 

RIC who were directed to carry their 

revolvers at all times. Kerry’s retired 

Chief Supt Donal O’Sullivan outlines 

the policing of a fragile state in the 

aftermath of 1916. 

There was very little sympathy or support for the Easter 
Rising or for those who brought it about. In parts of 

Dublin City, the Volunteers who had taken part in the 
Rising were jeered by onlookers as they were marched 
through the streets in custody. In the greater part of 
Ireland outside of Dublin there was indifference to the 
action taken by the Irish Volunteers. 
     The total casualties of the Rising were approximately 
485 people killed and 2,600 wounded. Of those killed, 
132 were members of the police and military, as were 
397 wounded. About 50 of the casualties were innocent 
children. 
     The total amount of damage was in excess of £3 
million. A total of 3,500 people were arrested, of whom 
1,840 were deported to the UK to undergo imprisonment 
or internment. 
     Fourteen RIC men lost their lives that week, including 
one county inspector, one district inspector and one 
head-constable, and it also claimed the lives of three DMP 
constables. Seventy-five of the sentences imposed on the 
rebels were commuted to penal servitude for life.
     While the population at large had not supported the 
Easter Rising, the execution of the 15 leaders caused 

outrage, anger and indignation amongst the majority of 
the Irish people, and resulted in their being immediately 
regarded as martyrs.
     Lieutenant General Sir John Maxwell, who was in 
overall control of military affairs in Ireland, dictated the 
manner in which the Rising was to be brought under 
control and how those arrested should be dealt with.
     The executions of the leaders were carried out in twos 
and threes up to 10 May 1916. Pleas for clemency were 
made to the British Government by Irish leaders, the 
most notable being John Dillon MP to a hostile House of 
Commons, when he said “I am proud of these men. I am 
proud of their courage, it is not murderers who are being 
executed, it is insurgents who have fought a clean fight, a 
brave fight, however misguided”.
     John Dillon also prophesied that the British 
Government was “letting loose a river of blood by 
executing these men”. Pleas for leniency fell on deaf ears.

ROLE OF RIC (1916-1918)
From the 1890s until 1916, the RIC went about their 

The Easter Rising claimed the lives of 14 RIC men and 
three DMP constables.
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EASTER RISING 

duties without carrying arms but the situation totally 
changed after the Rising. They were directed to carry their 
revolvers at all times and when on outdoor duties they 
patrolled in pairs and carried their carbines.
     The situation was aggravated in the more Republican 
areas of the country where arrests were made following 
Easter Week, and like other times when internment 
was introduced, some of those arrested could only be 
described as being innocent with no involvement in the 
Rising. 
     A lot of police time was taken up by the arrests with 
attendances at subsequent tribunals and courts, and 
conveyance of prisoners to prison. Following the order 
made for Volunteers to surrender their weapons, the RIC 
had to hand over their weapons – with many of the latter 
being broken up before they were surrendered to the RIC. 
     From the Easter Rising until 1919 no member of 
the RIC was killed whilst on duty, but a small number 
were injured. During the week following the Rising, two 
constables attached to Farranfore Station in Co. Kerry 
– Constables Michael Cleary and Thomas McLaughlin – 
were shot and seriously injured while putting up notices 
of the Martial Law Proclamation. 
     They were both armed but a young man named 
Jim Riordan, who was attached to the nearby Firies 
Volunteers, without any warning pulled a revolver and 
fired at both at close range as they passed by. Constable 
Cleary was shot in the right breast and in the left thigh 
while constable McLoughlin was shot in the right arm. 
     The bullets had been filed - ’dum-dums’ - to create the 
greatest damage.  The constables fired no shots. Riordan 
was never caught and made his way to Liverpool and 

thence to Australia from which he never returned and 
died there in 1947.

OVERALL ASSESSMENT 
Following the Rising, an assessment was made of the 
overall policing situation in the country.  The security of 
barracks was reviewed and tightened up with all doors 
being barred at night. Telephones were installed in many 
stations which had none. A small number of barracks 
were closed down and by the end of 1918 a total of 
about 1,200 barracks were occupied by about 10,000 
members of the Force. 
     The constabulary carried on with their normal policing 
duties as they had done prior to 1916.  In many counties, 
they experienced no difficulties and continued to patrol 
and perform duties unarmed during daylight hours. In the 
more Republican areas they went about in armed groups 
of twos and threes during night duties. The members 
were very conscious that the firearms held by them were 
the prime targets of local activists who might attack them 
for the guns they carried. 
     Following the Easter Rising there was a marked 
difference in the mood of the people towards the Force, a 
marked ‘coldness’ existed. As the nationalist movements 
progressed in 1917 and 1918, the atmosphere gradually 
got worse.  While the members would not agree that 
the attitude of the people towards them amounted to 
hostility, they conceded that it was at least ‘uncivil’ in 
nature. 
     Many people were still glad to avail of the assistance 
which they had always received from the RIC in helping 

Eamon de Valera, who had been convicted for his part 
in the Rising, went on to win the Clare bye-election in 
1917.

Lieutenant General Sir John Maxwell, who was in overall 
control of military affairs in Ireland, dictated the manner 
in which the Rising was to be brought under control and 
how those arrested should be dealt with.
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them to fill up forms and to assist them with applications 
for pensions etc. There was no diminution in the services 
which they had always given to the public. The situation 
was not helped by the attitude of the Government which 
believed that it could contain the situation against the 
escalating level of nationalism. 
     Those charged at the petty sessions for unlawful 
drilling or trivial offences turned their backs on the Bench, 
surreptitiously smoked cigarettes during the proceedings 
and were generally disrespectful to the court. 
They invariably informed the magistrates that they were 
soldiers of the Irish Republic.  Their attitude usually earned 
them a month or two months imprisonment and they 
were bound to the peace. The whole affair made ‘heroes’ 
of the defendants.
     Bad publicity for the RIC resulted from the fatal 
shooting of a young man named Daniel Scanlon by an 
RIC member at Ballybunion, Co. Kerry in July 1917.  A 
large noisy group of people marched through the main 
streets of Ballybunion celebrating De Valera’s victory in the 
Clare bye-election just across the Shannon. 
     The marchers assembled outside the RIC barracks and 
attacked it with stones, breaking most of the windows. 
RIC members within the barracks became fearful for 
their lives and fired a number of shots to frighten off the 
attackers. Daniel Scanlon who was with the group was 
unfortunately hit by one of the bullets and killed.
     The reports from the county inspectors all over Ireland 
in respect of the Easter period make interesting reading. 
There was nothing of importance to report from many 
counties while the remaining reports outlined the events 
which took place outside of Dublin City – some of a 
serious and some of a minor nature.

DMP REMAIN UNARMED 
The Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) remained an 
unarmed police force following the Rising. Its members 
resumed normal policing duties and did not experience 
the same attitude experienced by the RIC.
     The Force had withdrawn to barracks during Easter 
Week, and very wisely so, as they would have suffered 
severe consequences from bitterness which existed 
towards the Force from the 1913 Lockout. 
     About 50 members of the Force had taken refuge in 
the RIC Depot in the Phoenix Park, which was heavily 
fortified and not attacked during the week. 
     Regrettably the Force suffered three fatalities during 
Easter Week – Constable James O’Brien (shot by Sean 
Connolly at the entrance to Dublin Castle); Constable 
Michael Lahiff (shot by Countess Markievicz at Stephen’s 
Green) and Constable William Frith (shot by an unknown 
sniper in his room at Store Street Station). 

SUPPORT FOR SINN FEIN
Sinn Féin (as a party or as an organisation) did not 
participate in the Easter Rising of 1916 but for some 

obscure reason it became known as the ‘Sinn Féin 
Rebellion’ – a convenient title given to it by the British 
authorities of the time. Following the 1916 executions 
there was a considerable increase in support for Sinn Fein. 
     Young men who, prior to 1916 would never have 
thought of joining such an organisation, queued up to 
join later in 1916 and 1917 during the huge swell of 
sympathy and anger which followed the executions after 
Easter Week. 
     While they may not  all have been prepared to die for 
Ireland they were emotionally attracted to Sinn Féin, and 
it was a disciplined organisation which provided good 
leadership. 
     It also presented an opportunity for excitement for 
healthy young men. Apart from participating in the 
national games, there were few pastimes available to 
them. 
     There was a considerable decrease in the number 
of men who wished to join the British Army, which 
was still deeply involved in the Great War. The threat of 
conscription was also rife and young men found some 
‘comfort’ or ‘security’ - real or imaginary - in joining Sinn 
Féin.
     There were tremendous celebrations when several 
hundred prisoners (who were arrested after the Rising, 
some of whom had never in fact been charged with 
serious crimes) were released from detention at Christmas 
1916. Their welcome home as heroes to tumultuous 

Sean Connolly, Irish Citizen Army, who shot dead DMP 
Constable James O‘Brien at the entrance to Dublin Castle 
on Easter Monday, was later killed himself at Dublin City 
Hall.

EASTER RISING 
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receptions everywhere provided a great boost to Sinn 
Féin’s recruitment campaign.

1917 BYE-ELECTIONS
In 1917, four bye-elections took place, all which were 
contested by Sinn Féin candidates. Eamon de Valera who 
had been convicted and sentenced to death for his part in 
the Rising won the Clare bye-election. 
     William T. Cosgrave, who also took part in the Rising 
and had his death sentence commuted was elected in 
Kilkenny. Count Plunkett – father of executed leader 
Joseph Mary Plunkett – won the Roscommon bye-election 
while J. McGuinness was victorious in Longford. 
     These victories for Sinn Fein strengthened the political 
platform for the movement, generating more publicity for 
its existence and aims and created a certain amount of 
panic within the British Government. The election results 
reflected the nationalist feelings of the community at the 
time.
     The greatest boost received by Sinn Fein during 
these years was through the death of Thomas Ashe on 
27 September 1917. Ashe had led the North Dublin 
Volunteer raids on RIC barracks on the north of the 
county and at the Battle of Ashbourne. He was arrested 
after the Rising, court-martialled and sentenced to death, 
which was commuted later. He served imprisonment in 
the UK up to 1917. 
     He was a charismatic individual, a native of Kinard, 
Lispole in Co. Kerry and was a schoolteacher at Corduff, 
Co. Dublin. He founded the Black Raven Pipe Band 
and was prominent in the Gaelic League and GAA 
associations.
     Following his release from prison in England he was 
again imprisoned in Mountjoy Jail for making seditious 
speeches, where he went on hunger strike and choked 
while being forcibly fed at the nearby Mater Hospital. 
His body lay in state in Dublin City Hall with a guard 
of honour for four days. His funeral was similar to that 
of O’Donovan Rossa with several thousand people in 
attendance. 
     He was buried in Glasnevin Cemetery and a brief 
oration was given at the graveside by Michael Collins. The 
particular circumstances of his death aroused nationalist 
feelings and anger, probably on a greater scale than that 
of the Easter Week executions. He was regarded as a 

Part of the introduction to the short story on ‘The Final 
Hours of Lucky O’Brien’ by Alan D. Mounce on page 85 
of the Spring 2016 Síocháin should have read: Constable 
James O’Brien – the first fatality of the Easter Rising of 1916 
– who was shot dead outside the gates of Dublin Castle by 
Seán Connolly… (He was no relation to James Connolly, 
one of the rebel leaders of the Proclamation).
     The caption under the photo on page 89 correctly 

cites Seán Connolly, who shot dead Constable James 
O’Brien outside Dublin Castle. However, the photo was 
not the scene of Seán Connolly being led to court for final 
sentencing. 
     The Editorial Board wishes to clarify that Connolly was 
never brought to court as he was himself shot dead raising 
the tricolour on the roof of Dublin City Hall by a British 
Army sniper, an hour after Constable O’Brien’s death.

EASTER RISING 

COMMENT: It is absolutely wonderful that we have 
witnessed the names of the RIC men and DMP men 
who met their deaths during Easter Week 1916, 
which were included in the Memorial Wall unveiled at 
Glasnevin Cemetery on 3 April 2016. 
     It is very gratifying to see that they have received 
suitable recognition at long last as ‘they too died for 
Ireland’. Well done to the Government Department 
and authorities who have commemorated their 
names. It has taken 100 years but it is worth it the 
wait!

martyr and Sinn Féin gloried in the feelings generated by 
the people.

COMMON POLICY 
Another important event occurred on 25 October 1917 at 
the Sinn Féin Ard Fheis, when the IRB and the Volunteers 
officially came together with Sinn Féin. A common policy 
was agreed between all three.
     Eamon de Valera was unanimously elected president of 
the organisation, Cathal Brugha became chief of staff of 
the Volunteers and Michael Collins was appointed director 
of organisation. 
     There was a very strong IRB presence in the grouping. 
Sinn Féin had, by this time, became a powerful 
organisation, and by mid-1918 there were approximately 
1,500 Sinn Féin clubs all over Ireland, despite its 
suppression in the meantime. 
     The Volunteers were mainly unarmed but they were 
kept and moulded into a disciplined organisation through 
regular meetings, marching, drilling and parading. 
     They were employed to marshal crowds during the 
1917 bye-elections and at other nationalist activities. 
In rural parts of Ireland, Sinn Féin and the Volunteers 
became active in the division of farms belonging to 
absentee landlords and they encouraged landowners to 
plough the lands and sow crops. There were occasional 
confrontations between those involved and the RIC, but 
none of a very serious nature.
     Sinn Féin continued to grow and became more 
prominent as time went on, using the conscription scare 
of 1918 to further their cause to the point where they 
attacked RIC barracks that same year.

CORRECTION & CLARIFICATION
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Trusts were valuable as they balanced any 
effort on the part of a generation in the 

chain to dissipate the assets.  
     As a result of this there is a great deal of 
both statute law and case law in the area of 
Trusts. This includes taxation law.
     There were certain areas where Trusts 
continued to be normal practice, for example 
in cases where a minor child came into assets, 
or cases where a shareholder used a nominal 
shareholder in a company to ensure that his/
her interest in the company remained off the 
public record. This would normally be dealt 
with by a ‘Bare Trust’.
     Following the financial crisis of 2008 there 
was a marked increase in the use of Trusts. 
This arose frequently where adult children 
were in financial difficulty and parents were 
concerned that banks would take any assets bequeathed 
to the children.
     A second area of concern for parents was the 
safeguarding of assets passed to children in the event of 
breakdown in a relationship. Usually this type of Trust is a 
‘Discretionary Trust’. There is an alternative type of Trust 
called a ‘Fixed Trust’ but that may not be as effective in 
protecting assets. 
     In setting up a trust the assistance of a solicitor is 
needed. While it is not that complex the consequences of 
getting it wrong can be serious, so it is better to get legal 
advice.
     There is exposure to Capital Gains Tax, Capital 
Acquisitions Tax and Stamp Duty where a Discretionary 
Trust is concerned. There is also exposure to Discretionary 
Trust Tax. 
     However, to balance this there is also the opportunity 
for prudent tax planning.

SPECIAL FEATURES
The person setting up the trust should set it up in favour 
of a class of beneficiary, and not a specific beneficiary. For 
example, the children of John and Mary Gallagher, rather 
than specifying a trust asset to be used for or to go to a 
specific child of John and Mary Gallagher.
     This is important in the case of protecting assets 
as there is no requirement that a specific child will get 
anything from the trust. So, from the perspective of a 
third party there is no certainty. Waiting it out for trust 
assets to transfer is high risk. 
     The decision on the distribution of assets is one for the 
trustees, though the person setting up the trust can give 
a non-binding letter of wishes in relation to the assets/
income of the trust. The trust must be irrevocable and the 
property must be alienated by the settlor. 
     From the tax planning perspective the flexibility in a 
discretionary trust may be useful in allowing benefit to 

PROTECTING YOUR 
ASSETS WITH 

TRUST!
Trusts were a common legal mechanism in the past to safeguard assets and ensure 
that they were passed from generation to generation within families. In giving a broad 
overview here, taxation expert Mary Farrell says that in most cases the entire position 
needs to be examined and sums need to be done before a judgement can be made.

TAXATION MATTERS
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TAXATION MATTERS

be deferred until the conditions have been met 
for a tax relief to apply. This arises in cases where 
dwelling house relief or agricultural relief is a 
feature. 

TAXATION ISSUES 
*Set up in Lifetime of Settlor
If set up during the lifetime of the disposer there 
is possible Capital Gains Tax and Stamp Duty.
Capital Gains Tax (CGT): The transfer of the 
property to the Trust is treated as a disposal. If 
the property is not cash, any increase in value 
on the property while in the hands of the Settlor 
will be charged to Capital Gains Tax at 33% after 
deducting €1,270 personal expenses and legal 
fees of the transfer.
Stamp Duty: Stamp Duty will apply at the 
appropriate rate 1% or 2%.

*Set up by way of Will
Capital Gains Tax (CGT): No CGT as this is a disposal on 
death and disregarded.
Stamp Duty: No Stamp Duty as a Will is not a stampable 
document.

Income Generated within the Trust
Liability of Trustees: Any person who receives income 
as a trustee is chargeable to income tax on that income 
at the 20% standard rate. As trustees are not regarded 
as individuals they are not subject to the higher rates of 
income tax, PRSI or USC.  However, they are not entitled 
to tax credits or a deduction for management expenses. 

Income Distributed to Beneficiaries: This is taxed 
in their hands at the appropriate rates of tax, PRSI and 
USC. There is a tax credit of 20% for the tax paid by the 
Trustees.

Income Not Distributed to Beneficiaries: If it is still in 
the Trust 18 months after the end of the tax year in which 
it arose there is a 20% surcharge which cannot be set off 
against the tax bill of the beneficiary.

Sales/Appointment of Property by the Trust
CGT-Trustees: If the Trust is authorised to sell/acquire 
property normal CGT applies to any gain. There is no 
€1,270 exemption as a Trust is not an individual. This also 
applies to property transferred to the beneficiary as it is a 
disposal. Market value is applied to the property and CGT 
calculated on the gain.

Assets Appointed from the Trust-Capital Acquisitions 
Tax (CAT): This is where the value of the Trust lies from 
the point of view of taxation. Notwithstanding that the 
Trust is not an individual, it is looked through for Capital 
Acquisitions Tax purposes. This means that if a parent sets 

up a Trust in favour of children, each child can use the 
parent to child exemption threshold in relation to CAT – 
which is now €280,000.
     The value in excess of that amount is charged to 
CGT at 33%. Another advantage is that the beneficiary 
can defer having assets transferred until the conditions 
for reliefs, such as Dwelling House Relief, is met. Finally, 
assets can be taken out on the basis of any increase in the 
threshold, or a reduction in CAT rates.

Assets Appointed from the Trust-Capital Acquisitions 
Tax (Stamp Duty): There is no Stamp Duty on the 
appointment of the asset to a beneficiary. If sold the 
Stamp Duty is paid by the purchaser.

Discretionary Trust Tax: This is in the form of a once-off 
initial levy of 6% and an annual levy of 1% of the value 
of the assets in the Trust is payable. This tax only applies 
once the settlor is dead and there are no children of the 
settlor under the age of 21 years. This is reduced to 3% 
if the entire Trust property is appointed out of the Trust 
within five years.

DO YOUR SUMS BEFORE JUDGEMENT
This is a very broad view. No one size fits all is available. In 
most cases the entire position needs to be examined and 
sums need to be done before a judgement can be made. 
Even after all that is done, there can be changes in 
legislation which sets the plan aside. That being said, 
Trusts have been used for centuries to protect assets and 
plan taxation can still function in that respect. 

For further information contact 
Mary Farrell, 38 Upper Main 
Street, Letterkenny on 
074-9125346; email: 
info@taxadviceservices.ie or visit 
www.taxadviceservices.ie
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Barringtons specialise in hip and knee replacements, 
sport injury medicine and injuries of the joints, 

ligaments, tendons and nerves. As the only private 
healthcare facility providing this range of highly 
specialised services in the mid-west region you can enjoy 
quality care close to home.
    The hospital’s orthopaedic services are supported 
by Operating Theatres, Physiotherapy, Laboratory and 
Imaging (X-ray, Ultrasound, CT and MRI).
    Orthopaedics is the branch of medicine that focuses 
on injuries and disease of the musculoskeletal system 
(the body’s muscles, skeleton and related tissues), 
including the spine, joints, ligaments, tendons and 
nerves. 

STATE-OF-THE-ART 
MEDICAL CARE ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP

Since opening its state-of-the-art Orthopaedic Department in November 2015 Barringtons 
Hospital in Limerick is now leading the way in Orthopaedic services in the Mid-West region. 

BARRINGTONS HOSPITAL

    With a top team of specialists available to see you 
through your surgery you can access the highest 
standard of service, prosthesis (artificial joint) and 
aftercare.
    The new joint replacement theatre is part of what has 
been an overall €15 million investment and extension to 
Barringtons Hospital. The expansion created new patient 
suites designed to complement the patient’s recovery 
process, incorporating bright modern design with state-

of-the-art healthcare technology, home comforts and scenic 
views of the historic Abbey River.
    With short waiting times, 24/7 hospital cover and an 
international accreditation Barringtons Hospital is now 
leading the way in orthopaedic care. It provides insurance 
cover with all health insurance companies in Ireland from 
entry level cover right up to the most comprehensive cover. 
    Ask your GP for a referral to Barringtons Hospital…..
quality care close to home. 

For further information visit 
www.bhl.ie
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Flu affects people of all ages, with outbreaks occurring 
almost every year. Flu symptoms come on suddenly 

with a fever, muscle aches, headache and fatigue. 
    This is different from a cold which is a much less 
severe illness compared to flu. A cold usually starts 
gradually with a sore throat and a blocked or runny nose. 
Symptoms of a cold are generally mild compared to flu.
    In some instances, flu can be severe and can cause 
serious illness and death. Serious breathing complications 
can develop, including pneumonia and bronchitis, to 
which older people and those with certain chronic 
medical conditions are particularly susceptible. 
    Data from the 2014/2015 influenza season shows 
that nationally 978 cases of flu were hospitalised and 53 
were admitted to ICU. Those aged 65 and older, children 
under 4 years of age and those with long term medical 
conditions and pregnant women are at particular risk. 
    Each year the seasonal (annual) flu vaccine contains 
three common flu virus strains. The flu virus changes 
each year, so this is why a new flu vaccine has to be 
given.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The best way to prevent flu is to get the flu vaccine. The 
vaccine is recommended for:
• Persons aged 65 and older.
• Those aged six months and older with a long-term 

health condition such as;
• Chronic medical illness requiring regular follow 

up including chronic cardiovascular, respiratory, 
hepatic, and neurological disease, diabetes 
mellitus and haemoglobinopathies.

• Immunosuppression due to illness or treatment.
• Down Syndrome.
• Morbid obesity cases, (body mass index over 40).
• Children with moderate to severe 

neurodevelopmental disorders.
• Children on long-term aspirin therapy (risk of 

Reye’s syndrome).

• Pregnant women (vaccine can be given at any stage 
of pregnancy).

• Residents of nursing homes and other long stay 
institutions.

• Carers and Healthcare workers.

Vaccination should ideally be undertaken in late 
September or October each year. Flu vaccines have been 
used for more than 60 years worldwide and are very 
safe. Flu vaccine contains killed or inactivated viruses and 
therefore cannot cause flu. It does, however, take 10-14 
days for the vaccine to start protecting you against flu.

• The vaccine and consultation are free to those within 
the recommended groups who have a medical card 
or GP Visit Card.

• GPs charge a consultation fee for seasonal flu 
vaccine to those who do not have a medical card or 
GP Visit Card. 

More information is available from your GP, public health 
nurse or pharmacist. 
    While www.immunisation.ie provides details about 
flu vaccination, along with answers to any questions you 
may have about flu.

Influenza vaccine remains the best protection against 
influenza and is recommended by all major expert bodies 
including the WHO, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control and the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee, the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland. 

Pneumococcal vaccine: If you are over 65 or have a 
long-term medical condition you should also ask your 
doctor about the pneumococcal vaccine, which protects 
against pneumonia, if you have not previously received it. 
Both the flu vaccine and the pneumococcal vaccine can 
be given at the same time.

THE FACTS ABOUT 
SEASONAL 

FLU VACCINE
The best way to prevent influenza (flu) is to get the flu vaccine, which is recommended for 
individuals aged 65 and older. This highly infectious acute respiratory illness caused by the 
flu virus. 

HSE IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGN
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Later, on the morning of Wednesday 8 October 1975 Supt 
Tom Goulding issued another search warrant under the 

Firearms Act to search the home of Ronald Stenson at St 
Aidan’s Park Road. 
     D/Gardaí Frank Gilton and John O’Malley and D/Sgt 
Pat Culhane were among the Garda party who went to 
Stenson’s house to carry the search. Having gained entry 
O’Malley arrested Stenson in one of the bedrooms. 
     As they were going down the stairs a struggle ensued 
resulting in they both falling to the bottom, their fall being 
broken by D/Garda John Hegarty who was standing at the 
bottom of the stairs. 
     O’Malley suffered a few bruises but Stenson didn’t make 
any complaint. Stenson was placed in the patrol car and 
taken to Rathmines Garda Station for questioning. 

BALLYMUN GARDA STATION
In his evidence to the trial John Finlay said that at 9.30am 
on 8 October at Ballymun Station he asked Marie Murray 
(following caution) who fired the shot that killed Garda 
Reynolds. 
     In her reply she said “I will tell you everything but the 
circumstances make it impossible to tell you that”. Later 
that morning at Coolock he asked her who fired the shot at 
Garda Reynolds and she said: “me, it was accidental. I did 
not intend it but there can be no excuse”. 
     Hubert Reynolds then came into the room and John 
Finlay said to him: ‘Marie has told me she shot Garda 
Reynolds’. Insp Reynolds asked if this was true and she 
replied to him, “Yes, but I did not intend it. I don’t care what 
happens to me”. (Irish Times, Tuesday 25 May, 1976)
     By Thursday 9 October 1975 all three gang members 
were in Harcourt Terrace Garda Station, Stenson was 
brought there by D/Garda Francis Madden following his 
questioning at Rathmines, while D/Garda Michael Finn of 

DEATH FLOWS 
THE NANIKEN 
(PART FOUR)

In the final part of his series on ‘Death Flows the Naniken’, George Langan highlights the 
events leading up to the arrest and questioning of the gang members who murdered Garda 
Michael Reynolds on 11 September 1975, and details the evidence given by key witnesses 
during the trial at the Special Criminal Court.

Funeral cortege of Garda Michael Reynolds: Gardaí John 
Bligh (RIP) and Des Pringle lead the pall-bearers outside 
the Church of St Paul to Mount Argus, Harold’s Cross, 
Dublin. (Pic: The Irish Times.) 

GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS
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Store Street, along with D/Insp Ned Ryan interviewed 
Marie Murray. 
     In his evidence to the court D/Garda Finn said that they 
had a general conversation, and at some point during the 
discussion Insp Ryan said to her that it was hard to believe 
that she didn’t know the driver of the car. 
     She said she honestly didn’t know. Due to lack of 
evidence the driver was never charged. At approximately 
3.25am Garda Finn along with Inspector Hubert Reynolds 
and D/Sgt Richard Murphy conveyed Noel Murray to the 
Bridewell.
     Later, following a direction from the DPP, Noel and 
Marie Murray along with Ronald Stenson were charged 
with the capital murder of Garda Michael Reynolds.

EVIDENCE OF VERA REYNOLDS
On Friday 19 March, 1976, Vera Reynolds was 
subpoenaed to attend as a witness on 26 April, 1976 
at 10.30am at the Special Criminal Court, Green St, the 
summons being served on her by Detective Inspector Dan 
Friel, of Clontarf Station. 
     Six anxious weeks then for Vera to ponder over, but 
thankfully she had the support and assistance of the 
Clontarf Gardaí who rarely let a day pass that at least one 
or two of them didn’t call to see her. 
     During the week building up to the trial rocks of 
stones and lumps of coal were thrown through the glass 
of her front doorway. She also received many threatening 
phone calls. 
     On the week prior to the hearing D/Garda Tom Aughey 
called to Vera to allay any fears that she might have with 
the daunting task of appearing in the witness box.

Thursday 29 April, 1976: As one of the chief witnesses 
for the prosecution Vera Reynolds spent two days giving 
evidence at the Special Criminal Court. D/Sgt Frank Gilton 
was detailed to convey her to and from the court-house. 
In fairness to Mr McEntee he was humane in his cross-
examination of Vera. 
     CDU Detective Insp Ned Ryan, in his evidence at the 
trial, said that he interviewed Stenson at Clontarf Station. 
He said that he told Stenson that he was investigating the 
murder of Garda Mick Reynolds and the Killester bank 
robbery. Stenson told him that he knew nothing about it 
and only heard of the killing and robbery late on the day 
it happened.

Thursday 20 May, 1976: The trial at the Special Criminal 
Court progressed amid much controversy and publicity. 
Stenson collapsed unconscious on the stand and was 
deemed by a psychiatrist to be not fit enough to continue. 
     The Murrays roared and shouted obscenities at the 
bench and called the judges ‘Fascist vultures’ and said he 
and his wife were anarchists. Mrs Murray described the 
court as a ‘lynching party’. (Irish Times, Friday 21 May 21, 
1976)

     D/Sgt Pat 
Culhane gave 
evidence of 
finding three 
detonators in 
the hot press. 
He described 
the pistol found 
in the accused 
man’s pocket: 
“There was 
a round of 
ammunition 
in the breach 
and the safety 
catch was in 
the forward 
position, 
indicating that 
it was ready 
to fire”. (Irish 
Times, Friday 21 
May, 1976)

SARAH MCGUINNESS
In giving evidence on Friday 21 May 1976, Sgt Sarah 
McGuinness told the Special Criminal Court that on 8 
October 1975 at 5.30pm at Harcourt Terrace Station 
Marie Murray said, in relation to the bank raid and the 
subsequent shooting, in the presence of herself and 
Garda Noeleen Firth, “You know what happened after 
that. I did it. You know that”.
     Witness said Mrs Murray told her that she was carrying 
the money and the guns. Sgt McGuinness also said Mrs 
Murray told her that ‘the man’ caught her husband, 
Noel. She only intended to hit him. He crumbled up. “It 
was all terrible”, Mrs Murray had told the Garda. (Irish 
Independent, Saturday 22 May 22, 1976)

PATRICK BYRNE
D/Garda Pat Byrne’s evidence to the trial regarding the 
morning of the raid reported by the Irish Times, Saturday 
22 May 1976 as follows: “At 8am Pat Byrne heard 
some people approaching the front door and he heard 
somebody laughing. The front door was opened a woman 
walked into the kitchen. He recognised her as Marie 
Murray and he grabbed and held her”. 
     When asked where he held her he said: “I caught 
her by the jacket, by the back of her neck, her back was 
to me at the time”. In the hallway he saw a man, Noel 
Murray. He was standing in the hallway with an Alsatian 
dog on a lead. Other Gardaí were there and asked the 
man his name and he identified himself. 
     The witness was still holding Mrs Murray at this time 
and he held her for about a minute until he saw Noel 
Murray had been held in the hallway. He was held and 

As one of the chief witnesses for the 
prosecution, his wife Vera Reynolds 
spent two days giving evidence at the 
Special Criminal Court.

GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS
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GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS

disarmed by Insp Hawkshaw and Sgt Culhane. Marie 
Murray was asked if she was armed and she produced a 
screwdriver from her pocket. Witness was not holding her 
at this time.”
     In her evidence to the trial, Garda Firth said that she 
accompanied Mrs Murray in a Garda car from Coolock to 
Harcourt Terrace, where Mrs Murray met her husband.    
   When offered a meal she asked for coffee. Later after 
being cautioned, Mrs Murray replied, “It’s terrible, it 
should never have happened”. (Irish Times, Friday 28 May 
1976) 

HUBERT REYNOLDS
On Friday 28 May 1976, D/Inspector Hubert Reynolds told 
the court that on 8 October 1975, accompanied by D/
Garda Michael Guiney, he went into a room at Harcourt 
Terrace Garda Station where Noel Murray and Inspector 
Ned Ryan were present. 
     Murray appeared to be relaxed and composed. 
Witness cautioned him and told him that he was going 
to show him some items. Witness produced a match-
box that contained some detonators and Murray replied 
“they are mine, they were in the hot-press”.  (Irish Times 
Saturday 29 May, 1976)
     D/Inspector William Byrne (uncle of the afore-
mentioned Patrick Byrne) who was in charge of the 
Technical Bureau said: ‘On the evening of 11 September 
he assisted in the examination of the house at 15 
Grangemore, Raheny in which was found a blue suitcase 
containing a large number of bank-notes, papers attached 
to the currency and two H. William’s shopping bags. He 
also found two copper pipe bombs and six fuses, which 
were handed to the Army Ordinance Corps’.  (Irish Times, 
Thursday 3 June, 1976)

FINGERPRINT EVIDENCE
On Wednesday 2 June 1976 D/Garda Joe Harte of the 
Garda Technical Bureau gave evidence to the court of 
taking the fingerprints of Noel and Marie Murray and 
handing them to D/Sgt Michael Diggin of the Technical 
Bureau.
     The evidence against the Murrays was overwhelming 
and on Wednesday 9 June 1976 the three Judges found 
the two of them guilty on all counts, imposing sentences 
of 35 years on the robbery charges and possession of 
explosives and firearms. 
     On the capital murder of Garda Mick Reynolds there 
was only one sentence open to the court and that was 
death by hanging. The execution was fixed for 9 July 
1976 at Mountjoy Prison. 
     The Murrays appealed the sentence and on Thursday 
9 December 1976 the conviction and sentence to death 
on Noel Murray was squashed by the Supreme Court 
and a conviction for murder, with a sentence of life 
imprisonment was imposed. The court ordered a re-trial 
for his wife Marie Murray on the charge of capital murder. 

STENSON ON TRIAL
On Monday 24 January, 1977, the trial of Ronan Damien 
Stenson opened at the Special Criminal Court. Vera 
Reynolds, in her evidence, told how her daughter Emer 
was crying for her father as they waited in the car for him 
to return, but there was to be no return on this occasion. 
Vera told how she heard what she thought was a shot 
and her husband did not return. 
     She said: “The engine of our car was still running and 
the cassette was playing. I closed the door of the car as it 
was beginning to rain. The wipers were going all the time. 
Shortly after my husband had disappeared I heard what I 
thought was a shot. 
     “There were two men standing under a tree and I 
spoke to them. A man working in the park and an old 
man with a dog came over to me. I then saw a Garda car 
approaching and Gardaí on motorcycles. My daughter 
Emer (2) was crying, looking for her father. Garda Pat 
Reilly brought me home then.”
     Cross-examined by Mr Patrick McEntee, S.C. 
defending, Vera said: “My husband was wearing civilian 
clothes. There was nothing on his car, a beige Vauxhall 
Viva, to indicate that it belonged to a Garda. At the time 
of the incident we were on our way from Raheny to the 
city to do some shopping.” (Irish Independent Wednesday 
26 January, 1977)
     The State conceded that the accused had been 
unlawfully detained at the time he made a written 
statement at Rathmines Garda Station to D/Sgt Patrick 
Cleary of the Central Detective Unit, and consequently the 
case was dismissed.

Emer Reynolds, daughter of Mick and Vera, died on 
Thursday 5 February 1998 aged just 24 years. (1973-
1998)
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TRIAL OF MARIE MURRAY
On Tuesday 26 April 1977 once again Vera Reynolds 
was back in the Special Criminal Court giving 
evidence in the trial of Marie Murray. Vera told the 
court of the last time she saw her husband alive. 
     Cross-examined by Mr Patrick McEntee once again 
she delivered her evidence and outlined the facts as 
she did in her three other appearances at the court. 
D/Sgt Timothy Jones of the Technical Bureau told the 
court that the shot that killed Mick Reynolds must 
have been fired from more than three feet away. 
     He had examined and test-fired the gun and 
found it to be accurate from a distance of 25 feet. 
On Tuesday 3 May 1977 Marie Murray was found not 
guilty of the capital murder of Garda Mick Reynolds 
but guilty of murder. 
     She was sentenced to penal servitude for life. 
(Irish Independent, Saturday 30 April, Tuesday 3 May, 
Wednesday 4 May, 1977) The Murrays were released 
in 1992 having served 15 years in prison.

A plaque was erected by the Garda Representative 
Association (GRA) in the memory of Garda Mick Reynolds 
at Clontarf Garda Station

GARDA MICHAEL REYNOLDS

Sources: Vera Reynolds Langan, Retired Commissioner Patrick 
Byrne, Retired Assistant Commissioner Tony Hickey, Retired 
Gardaí Tom Aughey, Paddy Reilly, Frank Gilton, Mick Guiney, Dan 
McHale, Noel Clerkin, John Scully, Des Pringle, Jim Hoban, RTE 
Film Footage Archive, Irish Times, Irish Independent, Irish Press, 
Evening Herald and Evening Press Archive newspapers.
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Paddy Reidy was born into a 
farming family at Gortaclea 

Ballymacelligot in 1926. He had 
two brothers and six sisters, one 
of whom died at a young age. 
Shortly after reaching his 21st 
birthday in 1947, he joined the 
Gardaí with a batch of 100 other 
recruits. His Garda registered 
number was 9942. 
     When the stations were being 

allocated the Sergeant asked him if he could swim. Paddy 
thought he was destined for the Aran Islands and in his 
own words: “What a relief it was to discover that the 
station was Valentia Island.” He served there for some 
time before serving six months of ‘foreign service’ in 
Bantry. 
     Next, he was transferred to the then District 
Headquarters in Waterville as an Assistant Clerk with the 
much-talked-about Superintendent Michael Munnelly. 
     On promotion he was transferred to Sneem and 
afterwards he went as a Sergeant I/C to the re-constituted 
District Headquarters at Caherciveen, where he stayed 
until he retired after 42 years exemplary service in 1989.

A GREAT BOND
While in Waterville he met with the love of his life, Patricia 
Byrne from Screen, Co Sligo. At that time. Patricia was a 
telephonist based at Holy Cross, Co. Tipperary. It is said 
that ‘distance makes the heart grow fonder’ and it did! 
     Patricia got a transfer to Waterville, marriage followed 
and the couple reared a family of three boys and two 
girls. Paddy spoke in a very heartfelt and respectful 
manner of Patricia, who passed to her eternal reward in 
2010. 
     During her illness Paddy did everything that a person 
could humanly do to make her comfortable. He spoke of 
her many attributes and skills – especially her perfection in 
making a Christmas Cake!
     Paddy still has a great interest in the GAA, having 
attended matches all over the county and outside, 
wearing the Kerry colours. Paddy was always a little bit 

LANDMARK BIRTHDAYS
Retired colleagues assembled at the 
Meadowlands Hotel in Tralee, Co. 
Kerry in February to celebrate the 90th 
birthday of Paddy Reidy, who remains a 
loyal member of Tralee GSRMA Branch. 
Report by Pat Lehance, Killarney Branch. 

CELEBRATIONS IN GALWAY FOR 93RD 
BIRTHDAY
Heartiest 
congratulations 
to retired 
Garda Mick 
Lernihan 
(09480C) 
in Mervue, 
Galway who 
celebrated his 
93rd birthday 
recently, and 
best wishes to 
his lovely wife, 
Bridie who will mark a similar birthday next September. 
     A native of Cree, Co. Clare, Mick Lernihan joined 
the Force in November 1944. He served at stations in 
Nobber, Bangor Erris, Ballyhaunis, Moycullen before 
his retirement after 42 years exemplary service from 
Eglington Street, Galway in 1986. 
     He has now clocked-up 30 years in retirement. 
Mick’s family has strong GSRMA links and his son, 
(also Mick) was recently elected the Treasurer of Bray 
GSRMA, while his brother Jerry has been a GSRMA 
member with Clare Branch for many years.
     This photograph of Mick (senior) and two 
colleagues on duty at a farm in Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo 
on 27 November 1946, just before the ‘Big Snow’, 
reminds him of harsh times and the cold winter of 70 
years ago. 
     A college professor had sold a big farm of land in 
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo, and a local man purchased it, 
but other locals wanted the land divided. 
     The Gardaí were sent in to protect the farm over 
the following months, during the ‘Big Snow’. At the 
time, two TDs amongst others were committed to 
prison for a month for being so outspoken about it etc.

Garda Mick Lernihan, Frank 
Ferguson and Tom Morris at a farm 
in Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo on 27 Nov 
1946, before the ‘Big Snow’.

short in the follicle department and he recalled playing 
against Dublin, in Croke Park and while preparing to take 
a side-line kick he heard in a Dublin accent “what type of 
hair oil do you use”. He played in the company of such 
exalted players as Mick O’Dwyer and Mick O’Connell.

‘OLD HAT’ POLICING
As a policeman Paddy was very much a professional and 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
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before the current buzzwords ‘Community Policing’ he 
became popular it was ‘Old Hat’ in Caherciveen, because 
he insisted that the members under his control reacted 
and related to the community. 
     He was also 
keen to maintain a 
good standard of 
welfare, becoming 
involved with the 
Association of 
General Sergeants 
and Inspectors 
(AGSI) and after 
his retirement he 
joined the GSRMA. 
     He also 
organised the 
District Dance, 
which was held on 
alternative years 
at the Ringside 
Rest, Caherciveen 
and The Towers 
Hotel, Glenbeigh.      
These dances 
attracted over 
300 people. Here 
again Paddy was 
before his time 
because when 
the band finished 
and packed up 
he insisted on 
having a ‘Disco’ – 
Paddy playing the 
accordion and all 
patron dancing 
continued until the 
small hours.
     Now 27 years 
into retirement he 
is still active and is 
involved with the 
men’s sheds. He 
plays cards a few 
nights a week and 
is the only one 
in his card group 
that does not wear 
glasses. 
     I am told he 
has planted early 
spuds, on the 
same patch of 
ground, for the 
past 26 years and 
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better they are growing each year. 
     Still hale and hearty, he is always in good form and in 
full possession of all his faculties. His lifestyle, outlook and 
attitude should be an example to all retired members.



shopsmeetings friends

www.dublinbikes.ie
saddle up!



BRITISH EMBASSY

FROM FLUTTERING 
FLAG TO FLAMING 

FIRE
The British Embassy in Dublin symbolised the relationship of confidence and trust 
between Ireland and the UK. However, all that changed on Bloody Sunday 30 January 
1972 when British armed forces shot and killed 13 unarmed civil rights marchers in 
Derry. As a young sergeant, Paul Smyth relates his personal account of the resultant 
burning of the embassy.

For decades, the British Embassy in 
Dublin was located in the stepped-up 

terraced Georgian house at 39 Merion 
Square. It faced onto a park and was 
surrounded by green railings. The Union 
Jack, hanging on the flagpole outside, 
could be seen fluttering furiously in the 
wind on a breezy day. 
     This building symbolised the relationship 
of confidence and trust, which existed 
between the people of Ireland and the 
United Kingdom. 
     On Bloody Sunday, 30 January 1972, 
that relationship changed after members of 
the British army shot and killed 13 unarmed 
civil rights marchers in Derry.
     The killing of the protesters on Bloody 
Sunday created very strong nationalists 
feelings; protest marches and disturbances 
occurred spontaneously through out the 
country. Garda resources were stretched 
to the limit. The British Embassy was the 
obvious flashpoint. 
     This reaction by the people prevented 
the normal response of Garda Headquarters to ferry 
surplus resources from the country to Dublin. All resources 
were required locally. There were disturbances in many 
parts of Dublin too. The Government considered utilising 
the Irish Army. They would only guarantee the safety of 
the embassy by lethal force. The government refrained 
from this course of action.

ROUND-THE-CLOCK GUARD
The British Embassy was guarded on a 24-hour a day 
basis. On that Bloody Sunday evening over 40 years 

Gardaí protect the British Embassy on Dublin’s Merrion Square in the 
aftermath of Bloody Sunday.

ago, as a young sergeant I inspected the Gardaí on duty 
outside the embassy. The following morning I was on 
duty with a contingent of Gardaí outside the embassy 
until it was burned. 
     Each day, my duty hours started at 6am and lasted 
until well past midnight. The maximum number of Gardaí 
at the embassy at any one time did not exceed 180.
     On that Monday morning a fog rested on Merrion 
Square. I watched as the haze slowly lifted from the park. 
The spectre of black bushes, scrawny shrubs and tall thin 
trees began to appear. They created a foreboding feeling. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY

A small group of onlookers stood nearby.
     As the days passed the number of protesters outside 
the embassy increased. With the swelling crowd the 
distance on the street between the Gardaí and the 
protestors narrowed. When hostility seemed inevitable 
Garda reinforcements arrived. We formed a half circle, 
three rows deep, at the steps outside the embassy door. 
The Gardaí in the front line were directed to lock arms 
to meet the impact of the 
approaching crowd.
     As the crowd drew closer, 
those in the front line began 
to viciously kick out at us. 
Quick to understand the 
danger we were in, we fell 
back, tightly locking arms 
together and then quickly 
sprang forward. 
     The oncoming crowd 
were trapped by the crowds 
building up behind them and 
were unable to retreat. For 
the remaining days of the 
protest, stewards from the 
crowd ensured that a healthy 
distance was maintained 
between the two front lines. 

BLACK COFFIN PROTEST
At one stage we got word 
that a large parade was 

Protestors demonstrate against the British, following the deaths of 13 people 
during Bloody Sunday by the British armed forces. 

on its way to the embassy.  The 
local superintendent arrived with 
reinforcements. Well-spaced lines 
of Gardaí were formed across the 
roadway in front of the embassy 
facing Holles Street. Eventually, the 
protesters came into view. Some of 
them were carrying black coffins. 
     A band played music. The 
protestors stopped a short distance 
back from the front line of 
gardai. They negotiated with the 
superintendent in charge. He allowed 
a small number of them go to the 
door of the embassy and place the 
coffins at the top of the steps. 
     When the coffins were in place 
the coffin-carriers returned to the 
main body of protestors. The Gardaí 
then formed a semicircle immediately 
in front of the embassy. The crowds 
poured onto the street in front of 
them. 
     Stewards in the crowd, which 
by this time amounted to several 
thousand, created a long narrow 

human corridor in front of the embassy door.  A can of 
petrol and bottles, which were initially concealed from our 
view, were positioned near the railings of the park at the 
far end of the corridor.
     A man in the crowd ran up through the human 
corridor with a bottle of petrol plugged with a piece of 
burning cloth in his hand, and tossed it in over our 

The burning of the Embassy acted as a safety valve to vent the anger of the Irish 
Nation.

Síocháin   61



RUGS FOR LIFE SINCE 1985.

I N S T O R E  |  O N L I N E  |  M O B I L E  |  # R U G S F O R L I F E

Horseware_210_297.indd   1 30/03/2016   14:56



heads. It landed on the top step of the embassy beside 
the coffins. When the bottle hit the ground the petrol 
ignited but it did not burn the coffins. The embassy door 
remained intact. This action was repeated over and over 
again. The embassy door stood stubbornly in place.
     The real trouble started when the crowd moved 
back. This created roughly a hundred yards of clear 
space immediately in front of us. A lorry drove up from 
the direction of Holles Street Hospital. It stopped near 
the kerb in front of us. Before the driver could alight a 
sergeant jumped onto the running board. He knew the 
driver and ordered him to move his lorry. The driver drove 
the lorry across the road and parked it on the opposite 
side of the street. 
     A number of men climbed onto the back of it. They 
began to address the crowd with a loud hailer. Some of 
the speakers had northern accents. The Gardaí stood on 
the embassy steps, on the footpath and on the street 
immediately in front of it. I was standing in the front line 
of Gardaí slightly to the right. Garda Inspector Johnny 
Robinson stood in front of us near Chief Superintendent 
Eamon Doherty, who was in the middle of the roadway. 

RUNNING FOR COVER
Suddenly, a man with his face covered appeared from 
behind the lorry. He had a plastic shopping bag in his 
hand. He swung it a couple of times and lobbed it over 
our heads. It landed on the top of the steps in front of the 
embassy door. A speaker jumped down from the back of 
the lorry and ran towards the Chief Superintendent. 
     I heard him say, “Get your men out of there, there’s a 

bomb in that bag”. The Chief Superintendent ran towards 
the Inspector, relayed the story, and asked him “what 
will we do?” He replied: “We have to get the men out of 
here”. No Garda moved until they were ordered to run for 
cover. 
     On receiving the order the assembled Gardaí scattered 
in all directions. I rushed back towards the steps with the 
intention of throwing the bag containing the bomb, into 
the basement of the embassy to minimise the injuries and 
damage it could cause. When I reached the first step I saw 
a light inside the window in the basement. I feared some 
people were inside.
     I knew then if I threw the bomb into the basement it 
could kill them. I turned back and ran across the road and 
got behind a lamppost just as the bomb exploded. I felt 
the impact like a rabbit punch to the back of my neck. 
The exploding bomb blew open the embassy door but the 
building remained standing. 
     When the smoke settled we returned to our positions 
in front of the embassy, and the crowd stormed after 
us. A healthy distance was kept between the two front 
lines. The human corridor was again formed in the crowd. 
Petrol bombs were repeatedly thrown over our heads.  
Torrential rain poured down. The broken embassy door 
provided a target for the bombers. 
     A few protestors climbed along balconies from 
adjacent houses onto the embassy balcony. They broke 
glass in the windows and threw in burning cloths. The 
crowd chanted “burn, burn, burn”. 
     Responding to the chant the petrol bombers became 
more active and reckless. To facilitate the throwing of 

On Bloody Sunday as a young sergeant Paul Smyth inspected the Gardaí on duty outside the embassy. Here he’s 
pictured outside 39, Merrion Square - former home of the embassy.

BRITISH EMBASSY
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the petrol bombs into the embassy hallway, they moved 
the can of petrol to the front of the human corridor. This 
narrowed the distance between the two front lines. I was 
standing immediately in front of the can of petrol. 
     A petrol bomber ran forward, he knocked over the 
can and spilled the petrol onto the road and over the legs 
of my trousers. As he threw the petrol bomb, the ignited 
cloth fell from it and landed on the ground beside me. It 
ignited the petrol on the ground and my trousers. 

SMOTHERING THE FLAMES
Luckily for me the flames were smothered under my great 
coat, which was saturated by the heavy rain that had 
fallen. I gave this incident no more thought and continued 
on duty. 
     Later that night when I arrived home my wife was 
anxiously waiting for me. She had seen us on the embassy 
steps earlier in the night while watching TV. To calm her 
down I tried to downplay what had happened. When we 
were going to bed she saw my badly singed legs and was 
very upset.
     The petrol bombing of the British Embassy continued 
until it was a burned-out shell. On Thursday 3 February 
the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs made a statement about the event in the House of 
Commons. 
     In it he said, “The British Embassy in Dublin was 
yesterday gutted by fire. This was the culmination of 36 
hours of attacks on the premises. In the course of the 
night of 1-2 February, the door of the Embassy was blown 
in by a gelignite bomb and renewed attacks with petrol 
the following morning led to the fire, which destroyed the 
building. The staff were evacuated from the building early 

yesterday morning and there were no casualties”.

DIPLOMATIC EMBARRASSMENT
After Bloody Sunday the British Government pressurised 
the Irish Government to call out the Irish Army to support 
the Gardaí in protecting their Embassy. 
     To prevent the use of lethal force the Government 
refused their request. It was left to the unarmed Gardaí to 
achieve the unachievable. 
     The stand taken by the Irish Government is 
understandable. Ireland had a raw experience of violence. 
Memories of the 1916 Rising, the War of Independence 
and the Irish Civil war were still very much alive. 
     The President of Ireland and many other politicians, 
who were still living, had fought in these wars. The lesson 
learned from these events was that violence begets 
violence. 
     The destruction of the British Embassy was a 
diplomatic embarrassment. 
     The British Government was compensated for the 
damage caused. No lives were lost, while some Gardaí 
and protesters received injuries. Many onlookers were 
distraught by what had happened. 
     The burning of the British Embassy acted as a safety 
valve to vent the anger of the Irish Nation. 
     The bricks and mortar of the British Embassy were 
sacrificed but no lives were lost. Common sense trumped 
symbolism.

(The first three images are from RTE’s ‘Scannal’ 
documentary ‘Burning of the British Embassy’. Screened 
on 14 September 2015 on RTE One, it looked at the days 
of massacre and mayhem after Bloody Sunday, in 1972)

A firebomb explodes outside the British Embassy at 39 Merrion Square in Dublin on 3 February 1972.

BRITISH EMBASSY
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As a decade of great change in our history, the County 
Roscommon Ireland 2016 programme reflects the many 
separate narratives at work on both the national and local 
stage.  Campaigns for social reforms, the suffrage movement 
and military conflict went hand in hand with political events of 
the time.

We have developed and compiled a strong comprehensive 
programme for Ireland 2016, addressing each of the seven 
national programme strands. The approach is to ensure that 
the history of the period, historical figures, the arts, literature, 
music, theatre, exhibitions, heritage, educational, young 
people’s involvement and local events are all represented to 
produce a commemorative programme next year that will leave 
a lasting impression.

The opening of the Civic Offices in the centenary year of the 
Rising represents a new chapter in both the development of 
local government in County Roscommon and as a symbolic 

venue and location for events associated with the Ireland 2016 
programme next year.

Roscommon County Council, therefore, is very pleased to be 
in a position to support this programme and all our cultural 
services provisions, across our corporate, libraries, arts, 
heritage, community and tourism are playing a key role in the 
programme coordination and delivery.

The programme has been developed out of a comprehensive 
community participation and engagement process and we 
acknowledge the support and contribution to all those who 
have responded to the programme and arranged events next 
year.

2016 is a year that belongs to everyone and with over 
60  events and  with echoes of the language of the 
Proclamation itself in terms of ownership and how events are 
commemorated, it is at its very core a “peoples programme”.

CLÁR COMÓRTHA CÉAD BLIAIN
Centenary Programme

ROS COMÁIN/ ROSCOMMON

Further Information available from:
Richie Farrell, Roscommon Ireland 2016 Co-ordinator,
County Library, Abbey Street, Roscommon.
Email: rfarrell@roscommoncoco.ie

Mary Mullins, Arts Office
Email: mmullins@roscommoncoco.ie

Full programme details available on:
www.roscommoncoco.ie  & www.ireland.ie

A People’s Programme



CONNOLLY LAW 
 50 YEARS A 
GROWING!

1966 signalled the start of an era where a previously enigmatic family changed the 
landscape of the border area in Monaghan. The Connolly Family was a force to be 
reckoned with in this border county, when five out of ten children joined An Garda 
Síochána. 

The first member of the family of ten 
children of James Connolly and Josie 

Connolly of Drumsloe, Clones, left the nest 
to join An Garda Síochána. 
     Little did the proud parents think that this 
was the start of a very unique historical step 
because five more Connolly’s also became 
members of the Force in the space of 14 
years, creating a record of five members of 
one generation joining An Garda Síochána.
     Equality wasn’t even an issue then as 
Mary, like a lamb followed the sheep to the 
Golden Vale to train as a Ban-Garda. (This 
should have been one for the Guinness book 
of Records!)
     This is Connolly Law – headlines of 
national newspaper in 1980, written by journalist Charlie 
Mallon, about a Passing out Parade in Templemore. The 
record was not to be for too long, however, as Garda Jim 
(Donegal) lost his life in a traffic accident later that year. 
     Despite the grief of losing Jim the words of a young 
teenage boy at his funeral will be forever etched in our 
minds: Garda Connolly’s whole concern was getting to us 
before we got into trouble rather than after it” Nice to be 
remembered by this type of ‘Connolly Law’.

DRY WIT STILL PREVAILS
The following inferences could be used in evidence 
but is indicative of the ‘dry wit’ that prevailed (and still 
prevails!) in Connolly Law. Detective Garda Paul (Tallaght) 
was better known as the ‘Pig Man’. Garda Sean (John), 
Sligo – prolific in the literal sense with two languages, 
bad language as well as good, and Sergeant Mary (Garda 
College)…who could have been Commissioner!The final 
two family members are still serving. They’re unique in 
many ways. They look like each other and yes, they are 
twins. 
     Inspector Martin, known for all his special diets, 

spiritual guidance and breaking legs (his own of course) 
and Inspector Gerard, a sporting hero in his own right 
who tried his hand at golf and still boasts of wearing the 
Blue and White for the Farney County.
     There are reasonable grounds to suspect that this 
county jersey was his last present from Santa Claus! We 
look forward to ‘the twins’ joining the retired arms of the 
law in the coming years. 
     To those members of the Force who were never 
rubbed shoulders with these Connolly’s – ‘You don’t know 
what you’ve missed out on’!
     In conclusion, here’s apt tribute on behalf of this 
unique Force deserving of a place in history: “Our hope 
is that the Connolly arms of the law over the past 50 
years have been outstretched in the various communties 
throughout Ireland, and the splendid torches that each 
one of us held as members of the Garda Síochána have 
burned brightly there and will continue to do so by 
colleagues for future generations.”

Mary d’Estelle Roe, on behalf of the uniformed Connolly 
members.

CONNOLLY LAW
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The five Garda members of the Connolly pictured with their proud 
parents (l-r): Jim (RIP), Séan, Mary, parents James and Josie (RIP), 
Gerard, Paul and Martin Connolly.
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On Monday morning, 17 January 1966, at seven 
minutes past eleven, a bitter cold frosty day was 

also the saddest day of my life. It was the day my father 
died. At that time I was nearly 12 years old – my father 
breathed the last of his 87th year. 
     Yes, strange as it may seem to all, he was 75 years of 
age when I was born and stranger still to my mother, he 
was 79 years of age when my brother David was born. I 
was with him the morning he died. 
     I loved him absolutely, but, in that era you never 
seemed to say that you loved anybody but that you were 
‘very fond’ of them. A strange expression but these were 
strange times.
     Looking back now, everything appeared to be in black 
and white. The television, the cars, the newspapers, the 
clothes and the everyday issues of life itself. I was the 
apple of my father’s eye because he had produced an heir 
to carry on the family name. My father, born in 1879 was 
one of a family of ten – five boys and five girls, seven of 
which emigrated and three remained at home. 
     Massachusetts was not an uncommon word in our 
house and indeed it was a word I became proficient at 
spelling at an early age.

LETTERS FROM AMERICA
From my earliest years I remember the letters from 
America dropping in the letterbox in our hall, and I 
running down the stairs, jumping the last two steps, 
grabbing the letter from the tiled floor, climbing the stairs 
to Dad, crawling in under the eiderdown and saying ‘This 
one’s for you’, listening to him tell me the latest news 
from my cousins in America.
     The letter, sometimes accompanied by a photograph, 
or better still, some dollars, inside the envelope with 
the blue air mail sticker would be read very slowly just 

LOOK BACK

THE TIN BOX FULL 
OF FAMILY 
TREASURES

When his father died in 1966 Jim Herlihy was the first in his generation to carry on the 
family name, and he was left a solid foundation – the tin box kept under his father’s 
bed – which revealed literally a treasure trove of stories of the old world of Ireland and 
the new world of Massachusetts.

Confuscius says: “While your father lives, study his 
wishes, But when he is gone, study his life”. This 
photograph was taken in 1959 in Cork City of his father 
Michael Herlihy (1879-1966), his mother Hannah Herlihy 
(1914-2006), Jim (aged 5) and brother David (aged 18 
months).

once. Then Dad would put it into the tin box under 
the bed. I savoured and cherished these moments and 
often wrongly cursed the postman for passing our house 
without a letter.
     The reading of the letter was usually followed with 
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a story about the letter writer who was one of my dad’s 
four sisters now resident in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. 
     Dad migrated to Boston in 1898 on the Cunard Liner 
‘Euphonia’ with five sisters and one brother. He returned 
to Liverpool in 1915 to enlist in the British Army with 
whom he served in the Royal Field Artillery during the 
Battle of the Somme. 
     He was shot and wounded, survived and returned to 
Ireland where he married his first wife in 1924, named 
Ellen Healy and had no family. She died in 1952.

STRANGE COINCIDENCES
He, the widower met my mother, 45 years his junior, a 
widow whose first husband was 44 years older than her. 
They met in 1952, married in early 1953 and I arrived in 
mid-1954. By strange coincidence, my first wife’s name is 
Ellen Healy. I also joined the artillery where I was shot and 
wounded in 1970. 
     Of the ten in my dad’s family, two of the boys died the 
same day at the tender ages of seven and eight. Uncle 
Timothy was knocked down by a car in Boston in 1920 
and he is buried in Boston with his four fellow emigrant 
sisters.

LOOK BACK

This photograph was taken in 1910 in Boston, 
Massachusetts, where Michael Herlihy emigrated in 1898 
with five sisters and a brother, before he returned in 1915 
to join the British Army in WW1.

This photograph was found in ‘The Cork Examiner’ on 4 
February 1916 when my father was serving as a Gunner 
in the Royal Field Artillery.

     Aunt Bridget (Pidge) returned to Ireland in 1923 at the 
behest of her childhood sweetheart, to marry him only to 
die in 1924 on the birth of twins. 
     The last of the family, Uncle Paddy, born on St Patrick’s 
Day, died on the way to the pub aged 93, the day the 
Pope came to Ireland in 29 September 1979, which would 
also have been my father’s 100th birthday.
     My dad’s family came from a townland called 
Knocknagoun - Cnoc Idir Dha Abhann - The Hill between 
the Two Streams. 

Gems from the treasure trove include a lament;
Fare thee well dear father and likewise mother,
Fare thee well dear sisters and brothers too,
Fare thee well dear comrades all here amongst me,
When o’er the ocean I think of you.

Uncle Paddy’s soliloquising when the electricity came 
to Knocknagoun said: “It was a mean man that would 
invent a light from which you could not light your pipe”. 
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Best wishes to An Garda Síochána 
from your IT contracting partner.



LOOK BACK

     Aunt Mary’s excuse for going to America is eloquently 
described: “Well we didn’t have anything to do in Ireland, 
there was no work. And you didn’t want to be poor all 
your life. 
     “You could have married an old farmer if you wanted 
to and stay there for the rest of your life, and work on 
that old farm. I could have done that. He had a mother 
and a father and I’d have to go in and live with them and 
do as they told me to do... So I said ‘goodbye I’ll see you 
later’.”
     When Dad died in 1966, with him went five 
generations of tailors. The generation gap prevented him 
passing on the tailor’s trade to me – the skill of piecing a 
suit of clothes together. I realised at a tender age that I 
had to do my own growing, no matter how tall my father 
was.
Henry Cabot Lodge said: ‘Let every man honour and 
love the land of his birth and the race from which he 
springs and keep their memory green. It is a pious and 
honourable duty....’.

NO ALTERATIONS NEEDED
So, I opened my inheritance – this tin box under the bed 
– and with a tailor’s patience I literally pieced together the 
family of a past, but never to be forgotten generation.
     The pattern was of emigration and hope. The thread 

Michael Herlihy’s WW1 Trio and Somme 
Veteran Medals.

Army discharge papers, dating from 1917, for Michael 
Herlihy.

Selection of badges from WW1 – Royal Field Artillery’s 
cap badge, West Lancashire Brigade epaulette badge, 
wound stripe, silver wound badge, ‘Imperial Service’ 
badge, and a peaked cap made from two 1914 
pennies. 

was the 
thread of life 
interwoven 
and sewn 
together 
with love or 
fondness. 
There 
were no 
alterations 
needed to 
the truth.
     I realised 
that this 
family 
never had 
the simple 
luxury of ever sitting together around the same table, or 
warming themselves together in front of the same fire in 
Ireland. 
During Christmas week 1989 I touched down at Logan 
Airport in Boston bringing with me a jar of earth samples 
from the graves of the parents, brothers and sister of the 
five emigrants in Massachusetts, which I scattered upon 
their graves. 
     On the same day I met all of my American cousins, one 
in particular who had sent me ten dollars every Christmas 
since I was born. She passed me an envelope under the 
table whispering, “At least this year I will save on the 
mail”.
     I recorded the events in an air mail letter to my son, 
and thus ended, the final chapter for that family whose 
story rests for future generations in the tin box under the 
bed.
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WILL ‘BAIL-IN’ 
LEGISLATION BAIL 
OUT THE BANKS?

The EU’s Single Resolution Mechanism, also referred to as the ‘bail-in’ legislation, now 
aims to help avoid future financial crises. However, despite closer supervision and a greater 
emphasis on crisis prevention, banks may still get into difficulty, writes Noel E. O’ Sullivan, 
Dublin North Branch.

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
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According to the European Commission, a milestone 
on building the Banking Union for the euro area was 

reached on 1 January 2016, when the Single Resolution 
Mechanism (SRM) became fully operational.
     The SRM will bolster the resilience of the financial 
system and help avoid future crises by providing for 
the timely and effective resolution of cross-border and 
domestic banks.
     The EU has taken significant steps to address the root 
causes of the financial crisis, to ensure that banks are now 
much better capitalised and more effectively supervised 
and to identify risks that may be building in the system. 
But despite closer supervision and a greater emphasis on 
crisis prevention, banks may still get into difficulty. 
     The SRM Regulation establishes the framework for 
Member States participating in the Banking Union when 
banks need to be resolved. This union is mandatory for 
all euro area states and Ireland is one of 19 members, 
which includes Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Slovenia and Spain. 
     When we asked the European Commission recently 
about Ireland’s position we received the following reply: 
“We think that you are referring to the Single Resolution 
Mechanism. Please find our press release at: http://europa.
eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6397_en.htm?locale=en 
1. You will find further information including all the 
legislation on our website at: http://ec.europa.eu/
finance/general-policy/banking-union/single-resolution-
mechanism/index_en.htm 
2. Ireland is a party to this legislation.
3. Legislation may have been introduced in Ireland, but as 
the EU legislation is in the form of Regulations, these are 
directly applicable and do not have to be transposed into 
national law.

The EU has taken significant steps to ensure that banks 
are now much better capitalised.

BENEFITS TO BANKING UNION
Single Resolution Mechanism (SRM) allows for: 
• More uniform financing conditions for individuals 

and businesses, thanks to a single mechanism to deal 
with the failure of banks irrespective of the Member 
State of origin, reducing the interdependence 
between credit supply and the health of public 
finances;

• Enhanced preservation of financial stability, with 
a more predictable environment for consumption 
and investment decisions, through centralised crisis 
management for large and cross-border banks, whose 
disorderly failure could otherwise cause contagion 
and panic;
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Stobart Ireland Ltd
Bond Drive Extension
Dublin Port, Dublin 3, Ireland
www.eddiestobart.com
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• Reinforced protection of taxpayers via the bail-in 
tool and if necessary a single resolution fund pooling 
financial resources for crisis management, to be 
provided by banks ex-ante, across all participating 
member states. 

The question for individuals and depositors is “Will it do 
what it says on the tin? Issues arising from this bail-in 
legislation:
– Bail-in legislation aims to remove state responsibility 
when the banks collapse; 
– Rules place burden on creditors – among whom 
depositors are counted; 
– Bail-in legislation is coming globally;
– The European Commission has ordered 11 EU countries 
to enact the Bank Recovery and Resolution Directive 
(BRRD) within two months or be brought before the EU 
Court of Justice according to a report from Reuters.

The news was not covered in the media despite the 
important risks and ramifications for depositors and savers 
throughout the EU and internationally. 
     Known as the Bank Recovery and Resolution Directive 
(BRRD), the rules aim to shield taxpayers from the fall-out 
of another banking crisis. 

BURDEN ON CREDITORS
Should such a crisis erupt governments will not be obliged 
to prop up the banks. At any rate most countries are far 
too deeply indebted to play such a role. 
     The burden is being placed on the creditors. As 
Reuters puts it: The rules seek to shield taxpayers from 
having to bail out troubled lenders, forcing creditors and 
shareholders to contribute to the rescue in a process 
known as the ‘bail-in’.
     In April, Austria enacted legislation which removed 
government liability for all bank deposits. However, if such 
events are anything to go by, creditors now also include 
depositors of banks.
     Until then, the state would protect deposits of ordinary 
people and companies up to a value of €100,000. In its 
place a bank deposit insurance fund is being set up. This 
fund appears inadequate to protect savers’ deposits in the 
event of any kind of bank failure.
     This ‘bail-in’ legislation, which is driven by the Bank 
of International Settlements (BIS) through the Bank 
of England, ECB, Federal Reserve and Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), appears designed to protect 
banks by allowing them to confiscate deposits to prop 
them up rather than the noble objective – “to shield 
taxpayers”.

RETROGRADE STEP
Those who hold deposits in our banks are also taxpayers 
and have already paid tax in order to earn the money that 
is on deposit. The confiscation of deposits is a retrograde 

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

Noel O’Sullivan advises people to be 
very careful with their money.

step and may 
be the last straw 
for an already 
enfeebled 
western banking 
system. 
     However, 
the bail-in of 
deposits would 
again place 
the interests of 
banks over those 
of taxpayers 
and depositors. 
Therefore, simply 
having deposits 
in a bank is 
no longer the 
safest way to save, protect capital and conservatively grow 
wealth. 
     This new bail-in system comes directly from the official 
website of the European Parliament, and they explicitly 
note that “unsecured depositors would be affected last”.
     What they really mean is that at any time when a bank 
in Europe fails, they will come after private bank accounts 
once the shareholders and bond holders have been wiped 
out.
     Smaller depositors would in any case be explicitly 
excluded from any bail-in. As we have seen in the past, 
these rules can change overnight in the midst of a 
major crisis. So, they may be promising that those with 
under €100,000 will be safe right now, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that it will be true.

BEST BE CAREFUL
If European Commission does not bail out these big 
financial institutions during the next crisis, what is going 
to happen? 
     Many assume that when they put money in the bank 
that they have a right to go back and get ‘their money’ 
whenever they want. But if we all went to the bank at the 
same time, there wouldn’t be nearly enough money for all 
of us. 
     The reason for this is that the banks only keep a small 
fraction of our money on hand to satisfy the demands of 
those that conduct withdrawals on a daily basis.
     The banks take the rest of the money that we 
have deposited and use it however they think is best. 
Governments in the western world are doing everything 
in their power to tax everyone and everything, and this 
will continue. 
     If you have money at a bank that goes under, that 
bank will still be obligated to refund you, but it may 
not be able to do so. Be very careful with your money, 
because I’m convinced that bank ‘bail-ins’ will soon make 
front page headlines all over the world.
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NATIONAL AMBULANCE SERVICE COLLEGE
Rivers Building, Tallaght Cross, Tallaght, Dublin 24 

Telephone: 01-4631653   Email: nasc@hse.ie

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory 
pre-hospital emergency and intermediate care provider 
for the State.

The NAS provides patients with a clinically appropriate 
and timely pre-hospital care and transportation service.

The National Ambulance Service College (NASC) 
delivers education and training to all new entrants to the 
service.

This training ranges from induction programmes, driver 
training, call taker and paramedic training to new 
recruits and dispatch training for call taker progression 
and advanced paramedic training for paramedics. 
Additionally the NASC are involved in the delivery of 
emergency care training as outlined below:
 
• Cardiac First Response (CFR) Programme
• Cardiac First Response – Advanced
• Cardiac First Response – Instructor Programme
• Emergency First Response Programme
• Emergency First Response Instructor Programme
• Emergency Medical Technician Programme
• Major Emergency Response Training
• Pre Hospital Trauma Life Support Programme 

(PHTLS)
• Paediatric Education for Pre-Hospital Providers 

Programme (PEPP)
• Neo-Natal Resuscitation Programme (NRP)
• Geriatric Education for Emergency Medical Services 

(GEMS)

• Manual Handling/Moving People
• Tutor Development Programme
• Assistant Tutor Development Programme
• Paramedic Programme
• Advanced Paramedic Programme
• Advanced Medical Life Support Programme
• Certified Call Taker Training
• Certified Dispatcher training
• Driver Training Programme
• STORM – provider
• Human Factors/Crew Resource Management- 

Training
• Management of Aggressive and Potentially 

Aggressive Behaviour (MAPA)

National Ambulance Service College - 
Providers of Emergency Care Training 

– to HSE National Ambulance Service, Defence Forces, 
An Gardaí Siochana (specialist units) 



THE 
BUREAUCRACY OF 
BURNING BUSHES 

IN CAVAN

BURNING BUSHES

News that my permit had come through and 
that fires were about to be lit quickly spread 

along the grapevine. Another retired chap came 
across the ditch with a bag full of old newspapers 
and joined me at the first heap. 
     “Could they be classified as accelerants?” I 
asked. “Not at all, aren’t newspapers made out of 
wood pulp; they’re the same as the bushes only in a 
different form; you’re well covered to use them on 
a point of law,” He assured me.
     It was calm enough morning with only the 
occasional mischievous gust of wind. The man with 
the sack of papers assessed that whatever breeze 
was there definitely wasn’t blowing towards either 
the wood or the public road.
     He selected a spot that he deemed downwind 
of the heap and lit the fire using a cigarette lighter. 
After a slow start the flames took hold. Smoke 
rose straight up into the air in the calmness of the 
day. Then the man with the papers spotted a portly 
looking dude picking his steps across the field. 
“Gee! Would you look at the style of this gent 
coming?” He declared.
     I glanced apprehensively in the direction of the 
gate half expecting to see a waste management 
inspector arriving to declare our method of ignition 
in contravention of some obscure section in the 
regulations; ‘Could there ever be a clause in there 
somewhere stipulating that only red tipped Friendly 
Matches are permitted and that combustion must 
be accompanied by the singing of Pretty Fräulein?’ I 
wondered. 

Here is the fourth instalment of the satirical tale, which relates to the stringent requirements 
to obtain a permit from Cavan County Council to burn bushes, by GSRMA member Eugene 
Cassidy who is now farming in the Breffni County. 
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     Technically speaking, cigarette lighters 
contain fuel which could fall under the 
‘accelerant’ classification. I heaved a sigh 
of relief when I discerned that the fashion 
conscious visitor picking his steps across the 
grassy surface was, in fact, the retired chap 
who had arrived brandishing a red can of 
diesel during my protracted negotiations 
with the woman from downstairs in waste 
management and Fire Brigade HQ Dublin. I 
had been so engrossed in retrieving spanners 
from the works that I hadn’t noticed what he 
was wearing.
     His attire; which consisted of mustard 
coloured leather shoes, grey socks, white 
trousers, beige jacket and floral shirt, 
wouldn’t have looked out of place amongst a 
gathering of seriously delusional individuals, 
believing that sophistication can be acquired 
by conversing (in tents at a race meetings) with gents 
partial to the occasional cuppa in a cupboard and fluent in 
the little understood language called Corncrakish. When 
he drew nearer I noticed that he was still carrying the red 
can.

GOOD OLD DAYS
As the flames rose higher and the heat soothed us the 
two retired chaps reminisced about the good old days 
and characters they had met back in the job. They shared 
a story about a farmer who apparently made a deal with 
Saint Anthony that he’d donate 10 per cent of any money 
the saint might help him win in the Sweep Stakes. 
     When Saint Anthony failed to deliver the gentleman 
in question retaliated by boycotting St Anthony collection 
boxes. This economic war went on for some time before 
the farmer decided to give the saint a second chance to 
put things right – Saint Anthony was having none of it, 
however, and never delivered that coveted Sweepstake 
win.
     Everything was running smoothly until I noticed that 
rogue breezes were taking some of the smoke across 
the road. I spotted a very fancy looking black BMW with 
silver window trims slowing down. The driver was looking 
across the ditch in our direction, “That fellow in the BMW 
is far too nosey for my liking,” I said.
     “He’s taking a shocking interest in what we’re doing 
here,” Said the Retired Chap with the papers.
     “Some of that bloody smoke is going across the road; 
I’d better have a look and see if it is reducing visibility,” I 
replied and began to make my way towards the gateway. 
The BMW drove away as I neared the gate. I went out 
onto the road to assess how much smoke was being 
blown across it. 
     I was glad to see that most of it was already too high 
to affect traffic and that any bit of smoke finding its way 
to ground level was well dissipated. Then I discerned a 

gent wearing a brown cowboy hat, a pink scarf, brown 
jacket and Khaki trousers making his way along the road 
in my direction. 
     As he neared I could see that he was wearing smoky 
glasses, had shoulder-length grey hair and a little pointed 
grey smig on his chin. ‘Good Lord, what Department is 
this new age gent with?’ I wondered.
     When the lad got to within a few feet of me I said, 
“How’s she cuttin’?”
“I beg your pardon?” He replied in an English accent. “It’s 
not a bad day,” I suggested. He looked around him, like a 
man who had been alerted to some situation of which he 
had been blissfully unaware, and then replied, “Yes, you 
could say that, couldn’t you,” He didn’t seem at all sure as 
to the validity of the suggestion.

‘RUDDY EU WILL BE RUINATION’
He looked in the gateway, “I see you are burning some 
bushes,” He said.
“I am indeed,” I replied. “You have plenty of help.” 
“Indeed; I had a dreadful job getting a permit,” I replied 
in case he was wondering. “A permit for what?” He 
enquired. “To burn the bushes.”
     “Why, in blazes would you need a permit to burn 
ruddy bushes, mate?” “EU Regulations.” “That ruddy EU 
will be the ruination of us all; over on the mainland we 
keep the Europeans at arms-length. The Euro opened the 
floodgates you know,” he declared.
     “The UK isn’t in the Euro zone,” I said. “Too ruddy 
right we’re not; it beats me why anybody would opt for 
that ruddy funny money over our tried and trusted pound 
sterling. We fought two wars to save the Europeans from 
the Germans and now they’re taking over the place with 
ruddy euros,” he informed me.
     I looked across the field and spotted my two helpers 
heading for the next heap of bushes. I used it as an 
excuse to escape.  “Oh! There go my helpers; I had better 
get back to them,” I said as I inched my way through the 

BURNING BUSHES
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gateway.
     “Cheers, Mate,” He declared, before firing a parting 
shot, “EU permits to burn ruddy bushes in the back end 
of nowhere; what a load of cobblers; it wouldn’t happen 
on the Mainland.” 
     Before I knew it the two retired chaps had flames 
leaping skywards from the three remaining heaps. They 
continued to regale each other with tales from the old 
days. Here were two men who couldn’t care less about 
women (or men) from waste management or, indeed, 
from Fire Brigade HQ Dublin for that matter. The man 
with the red can was telling a story about the evening he 
had occasion to call to an old bachelor living on the side 
of a mountain.
      “I was sitting at the end of the table at dusk when 
this big rat came in the door and walked past me into the 
sitting room, ‘Did you see that?’ says I to the buck. ‘See 
what?’ says the buck back. ‘A big rat is just after coming 
in the door; he’s gone into your sitting room,’ says I. 

ARE THE FIRES OUT
The old buck looked across the table at me like I was 
some kind of fool, ‘He comes in at this time every 
evening,’ says he, as casual as if living with a big rat was 
the most natural thing in the world.” When he finished 
his story we all laughed until tears ran down our cheeks.
     When the fires began to burn low the two retired 
chaps headed away. The chap with the papers advised me 
to keep tossing the unburnt material around the edges 
onto the centres of the fires and to stoke them every now 
and again to get rid of any solid stuff remaining under the 

ashes. 
     “Thanks, for inviting us, it was better craic than a day 
at the races and - better still - it was completely free,” 
Said the chap with the red can. I spent the rest of the 
afternoon stoking and re-stoking the ashes until nothing 
only glowing embers were left. I then rang Fire Brigade 
HQ in Dublin to tell them that the job had been done. 
     “Are the fires out?” The lad with the broad Dublin 
accent asked. “Yes, unless you count some glowing 
embers,” I replied. “Okay! We’ll update our database 
to show that the burn has been successfully completed. 
I take it that there were no problems.” “None at all,” I 
replied.
     Staying within the strict parameters of the Regulations 
undoubtedly proved an exceedingly difficult task. Yet, of 
all the things that were said and done during the entire 
process, it was the subliminal arrogance in words of the 
Englishman, “It wouldn’t happen on the ‘Mainland,” that 
lodged in my brain, like a spear. 
     For all its faults and all its bureaucracy the EU has been 
good for our wee country. I lived in pre-Common Market 
Ireland when most of our exports went to Britain; when 
we got pneumonia every time the British sneezed. Despite 
the Euro and austerity, we are a far more independent, 
educated and self-confident people today. 
     There was an old saying, “It’s a poor family that can’t 
afford one gentleman.” Perhaps, we could constructively 
afford the woman upstairs in Waste Management the 
benefit of a similar dispensation! 

© Eugene Cassidy

APPRECIATION – David Dillane
On 4 May 2016, David (Dave) Dillane, died peacefully at his home 
in Abbeydorney, Co. Kerry. A native of Abbeydorney, Dave joined the 
Force in 1952 and while stationed in Carlow, he won a county senior 
football championship medal with Leighlin Bridge Club.
     He later served in Villarstown, Co. Waterford, where he was 
promoted Sergeant. Afterwards he served in Kill, Co. Waterford and 
Freshford, Co. Kilkenny before his appointment as Sergeant-in-Charge 
of Glin, Co. Limerick.
     On completion of 30 years’ service, in 1982, he made a decision 
to retire from the Force and went back to set up home in Abbeydorney 
with his wife Catherine (also a native of the area), daughter Pam and 
sons Donal, Pat, Noel.
     There he enjoyed life to the full and became interested in the work 
of the Garda Pensioners’ Association. 
     He was secretary of the Tralee Branch and in 1984, was elected 
as a Munster representative on the Central Committee.
     For over 16 years, he played a huge role to steer the national 
association, and served three years as President of the Garda 
Pensioners’ Association  (1992-95).
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As a leading service provider, we aim to offer a premium service to our customers at the 
best value for money. We are committed to promoting sustainability by reducing waste, 
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Oxigen provides a professional and reliable waste collection service to over 70,000 
domestic customers across Ireland. As a leading service provider, we aim to offer a 
premium service to our customers at the best value for money.

We are committed to promoting sustainability by reducing waste, while at the same 
time increasing Recycling and Energy Generation

Oxigen Group
Oxigen is at the forefront of environmental services provision in Ireland. The group 
comprises of Oxigen Environmental, Oxigen Commercial, Oxigen 
Water and Oxigen Power. Between these four companies Oxigen 
manages waste and material streams, water supply and waste-
water treatment, and energy generation.
 
Oxigen Environmental
Oxigen Environmental is Ireland’s leading integrated waste 
management and recycling company. Oxigen is dedicated to the 
diversion of waste from landfill through the re-use of valuable 
resources to create closed material life cycles. The old adage 
of ‘waste not, want not’, is key to the Oxigen ethos. Producing 
secondary raw materials and reprocessing to produce new products 
promotes resource efficiency and is an environmental necessity.

 

Email info@oxigen.ie
Customer Care 1890 694436 / 1890-OXIGEN
 Pay Directly 1890 729 669 /  1890-PAYNOW

1st Floor, Block 4, Quayside Business Park, Mill Street,  Dundalk,  Co. Louth.

Call Now: 1890 694436 / 1890-OXIGEN



Many years ago, another Garda and I were on the 
same unit and worked together on several criminal 

investigations. One day the other Garda told me that he 
had received information that a large amount of stolen 
property was concealed in a shed in an isolated area 
several miles form our base. 
     Both of us knew the location of the shed but had no 
reason to suspect the owner of any wrongdoing. We 
decided to have a look at the shed one night. All was 
securely locked but we were able to look through a few 
gaps in the walls. 
     Sure enough there was a large amount of new 
hardware stacked up in the shed. As the owner of the 
shed was a farmer and would have no reason to have all 
this material in his possession, we came to the conclusion 
that the tip-off was good. 
     We got a search warrant to examine the shed in 
daylight hours and also wanted to have a chat with the 
farmer. When we arrived there the farmer seemed anxious 
to help us until he learned that we were going to search 
his shed. 
     On checking the contents we asked him where he had 
acquired the individual items, his standard answer was 
that he “found them on the road” or he “bought them 
from a man in a van that he never saw before”. However, 
many of the items carried the brand name of a hardware 
shop some distance away. 
     We made arrangements for all the property to be 
taken to the local Garda Station and told the farmer we 
would be in touch with him later. We then proceeded to 
try and confirm the ownership of the property. A few days 
later I was surprised when the shed owner arrived to see 
me. 

He wondered what would it take to settle his problem 
and at the same time he had a roll of money in his hand. I 
told him pretty forcefully that he had better put his money 
away or he would find himself looking out through cell 
bars very quickly!

‘BROTHER IS NO ANGEL’
He told me his tale of woe with his older bachelor brother. 
They both lived together and he was taking a lot of abuse 
from the brother over the search of the shed, and added: 
“the brother is no angel either, he stole a tow rope a few 
years ago”. 
     I asked him where the rope was now and he said that 
it was in a shed at the home house. I advised him to go 
home and that we would look after the matter.
     The following day, armed with another search 
warrant, we returned to find both brothers working 
near the house. When they saw us coming the older 
brother started giving out about the shame that had 
descended on the family. We informed him that we were 
in possession of warrant to search his sheds. We quickly 
found the rope due to the excellent directions that we 
had received. 
     When asked where he had got the rope, he said that 
he found it near the hay shed at the back of the house, 
and offered to show us the exact area. 
     When he and my Garda colleague went around the 
corner, his brother ran over to me and said “now, what 
did I tell you”. Pointing to another item on the ground 
he added: “ask him where he got that as well as he stole 
that too”. That was when I began to doubt the saying 
‘Blood is thicker than water’. 
     Eventually we all had a day out in the District Court.

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

IS BLOOD THICKER 
THAN WATER?

We’ve all heard the saying ‘blood is thicker than water’, meaning that where people 
are related their decisions will always favour their relative. While Michael Dalton, 
Tullamore Branch, has witnessed this many times during his Garda service, he 
remembers one incident however that turned this quotation on its head. 
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all-weather floodlit playing surface, general purpose sports hall and fully equipped gym.
 

We strive to present this facility to a high quality combined with a level of service that is 
second to none.  Our programmes and activities are varied regularly so that we can offer 

all our users the most up to date classes in fitness and health.
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Looking for a very part time job that will 
also help a very worthy cause?

The Marie Keating Foundation is looking for 
retired members to assist with our coin collections. 

If you can spare one day a week/30 hours a month we would love to hear from you. 
We are looking for people nationwide, especially in: 

Clare, Donegal, Kerry, Mayo, Waterford
You will be paid a stipend per hour as well as mileage costs.

Marie Keating
foundation

For further information, please contact Linda Keating at 
lkeating@mariekeating.ie or call 01 6283728.

The Marie Keating Foundation provides free cancer information and services nationwide.



On 25 May 1954 – probably 
Ireland’s best day in the history 

of the State – 250 of the country’s 
fittest and most intelligent men 
were inducted into the Garda 
Síochána. In May 2004 the Golden 
Jubilee was celebrated in Mullingar 
by 60 hale and hearty retirees. 
     Ten years later – Sunday 8 June 
2014 – 23 stalwarts assembled at 
Mullingar Park Hotel to pray for 
comrades alive and departed and 
share a banquet and reminiscences; 
these together with spouses and 
guests composed about 200 
patrons.
     The man of the moment was Rev 
Fr John Kealy OFM; chosen because 
he is one of our own. Holy Mass 
was celebrated with participation 
of Ministers of the Word and of the 
Eucharist, prayers of the faithful. 
     The mood of the evening was 
set by John Kealy who brought 
back memories of Garda service 
and portrayed the character of our 
dedicated brothers. I offer our readers the homily which Fr 
John gave to a captivated audience.

FR KEALY’S PREAMBLE 
My father, John, was in the Force as they say. Ye are 
celebrating 60 years and my father goes way further back. 
He joined 90 years ago in 1924. He did the Sergeant’s 
exam fairly quickly and he became a Sergeant and did 
that job for the rest of his life. 
     He loved that job; he was teaching Irish in the Depot 
and, believe it or not, there was a station in Cork looking 

CELEBRATING 
GLORIOUS SERVICE 

IN THE GARDAÍ
Diamond Jubilee celebrations were held in Mullingar in 2014 to remember and pray 
for colleagues alive and departed. Before Holy Mass, Rev Fr John Kealy OFM shared his 
own fond experiences as the son of a sergeant growing up in a Garda household. Here 
Brendon Colvert, Mullingar Branch, offers readers Fr Kealy’s reflective homily.

GLORIOUS SERVICE

Fr John Kealy, who is now attached to the Franciscan Friary, Multyfarnham, Co. 
Westmeath, pictured here with Brendon Colvert, GSRMA Mullingar Branch.

for an Irish-speaking Sergeant. He had enough of the 
Depot and he liked a change, so he put in for that transfer 
and got it to Doneraile in Co. Cork. There was a court 
case pending and the sergeant had to remain in Doneraile 
until it was over. 
     One day my father was going in the Depot Gate; the 
Guard on duty said to him: “you’re a long time waiting 
for Doneraile”, and he continued “there’s a vacancy 
coming up in Mayo”. So, my father got out the map and 
looked at it. To make a long story short my father got a 
transfer to the parish of Ballycastle in North Mayo. 
     It was a station called Belderg, eight miles from the 
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villae of Ballycastle; the station party had a Sergeant and 
five Guards in it at that time; they were all young single 
men and lived in the barracks, which was a long single 
storied house with a corrugated iron roof. 
     The main thing that happened there was that he put 
his eye on my mother and I thank God that the Sergeant 
couldn’t leave Doneraile. So, naturally when he got 
married, the regulations, as you all experienced, was that 
he had to be transferred so he got into Galway City and 
that’s where I was born, though to this day I regard myself 
as a Mayo man. 
     In fact, my father wasn’t long in Galway and I was 
barely a year old when he was transferred to Avoca, 
Co. Wicklow. The reason was he couldn’t get good 
accommodation in Galway where our home comprised of 
two rooms on the top story of a house two storeys over 
ground.
     They eventually got a house right opposite to where 
the coal boats were unloading; living in a dusty, noisy 
locality, which was the experience of many people at 
the time. When my father got a transfer to Avoca, Co 
Wicklow my parents got a house, or rather half a house, 
we lived on one side and another Guard and his family 
in the other half. Two of my sisters were born in that half 
house.
     Eventually with a growing family my parents 
considered our secondary education. There was no 
question of going to boarding school or anything like 
that. So, Sgt John Kealy managed to get a transfer to 
Dunboyne, Co. Meath ten miles from Dublin where we 
continued our schooling in and out of the city by bus.

COMMUNITY POLICING
In 1942, during WW2 my father was on traffic duty when 
a small truck approached, it had faulty brakes and it ran 
over him; the big belt on the back of the great coat got 
caught in some part of the truck; it saved his life because 
he was dragged 50 yards down the road with his head 
hanging just in front of a front wheel. If the belt had 
broken he would have been a goner. 
     My dad spent three months in hospital and three 
years in a straight-jacket. He would have had to leave the 
Guards, though he didn’t wish to, and luckily an office job 
became available in the Crime Branch in Kilmainham. He 
settled into that work and the office eventually moved to 
the Depot and that’s where he finished his time. 
     He had a very happy time as a Guard and I hope it was 
the same for all of you despite all the ups and downs and 
difficulties. Looking back on it I always think Guards do a 
wonderful job for local communities. 
     The attitude you have and the way you help them out 
and are very much sympathetic to their situation.  
     I remember once my father had to escort a man who 
was sentenced to a few months in jail; the prisoner was 
from Avoca and when my father presented him at the jail 
the warder came along, the poor man said there’s no man 

Fr John Kealy holds aloft the historic chalice, dating 
back to 1836 in the Diocese of Killala, which was used 
to celebrate mass at the Diamond Jubilee event.

going to put me in this cell except the sergeant. 
     About three or four years later when my father got a 
transfer to Dunboyne, the first man to welcome him to 
Dunboyne was your man who had settled down there. 
So, that’s the way it was. On this happy occasion I’m so 
glad to have this opportunity to be here with you all; I 
appreciate very much the life that you live and the work 
that you did and I’m very thankful for you asking me to 
say this Mass. 

HISTORY OF THE CHALICE 
Before I start mass I would like to introduce you to this 
chalice that we’re using; the date on it is 1836. Its origin 
was that in the Diocese of Killala, in the early part of the 
19th century there were terrible rows going on; there 
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Members of the May 1954 class pictured at the Diamond Jubilee in the Mullingar Park Hotel on 8 June 2014:
Front Row (l-r): B. Colvert, P. McCarthy, E. O’Hara, J. Hickey, D. O’Neill, B. Murphy, W. Whelan, P. Murphy and J. French.
Back Row (l-r): M. O’Connor, J. Corcoran, unknown; unknown; J. McCoy, unknown; B. Casey, E. Fitzgerald, unknown; 
N. Slattery, unknown; unknown; and D. Dillon.

*Can you identify those members ‘unknown’ in this photograph?

were two factions, including both priests and people on 
each side. 
     Pope Gregory XVI ordered an official visitation of the 
Diocese and he appointed Bishop Cornelius Denvir of 
Down and Connor as Apostolic Delegate, to resolve the 
issues and directed the Archbishop of Tuam, Bishop John 
McHale and also the Archbishop William Crolly of Armagh 
to go with him. So, the three great clerics devoted time to 
the problems. 
     My mother’s great grand uncle was parish priest in 
Belmullet in 1836, he must have been neutral because 
they stayed with him during the time they were going 
around the Diocese; by all accounts he treated his 
reverend guests very well. The three bishops got this 
chalice made and presented it to my great grand uncle. It 
was beautifully crafted in Ireland.
     The inscription is in Latin and says: ‘To the Reverend 
Michael Kelly’, that was my mother’s maiden name and 
she only had to change one letter in her name when she 
got married. 
     The inscription continues, “This chalice was given 
by William Crolly Primate of All Ireland, John McHale 
Metropolitan of Tuam and Cornelius Denvir Bishop of 
Down and Connor in grateful thanks and gratitude for the 
wonderful hospitality both Irish and evangelical which we 
received on the occasion of the visitation to the Diocese 
of Killala by the order of Pope Gregory XVI 1836.”

     So, that’s the historic chalice we will use for our 
celebration. When the parish priest of Ballycastle was 
giving me this chalice he said, he must have been giving 
them plenty of salmon and poteen!
     Now I’m older than many of ye here, and to get up in 
the morning is a great thing. I remember one day when 
my father was about 88. I was setting the fire on a cold 
morning in summertime; it was a bad day when my father 
came down into the kitchen I said “it’s a bad old day 
dad”. He said: “It’s another day”. 
     You know I never forgot that phrase, and to thank 
God for another day and be enthusiastic to have another 
day to live on this blessed earth. Enthusiasm is important 
and courage to carry on; sometimes it’s not easy to 
understand our own limitations. 
     Remember God’s great wind that is always behind us 
to carry us on our way and to guide us. Never forget the 
good done by yourselves and the people around you. 

Photos courtesy of Brendon Colvert, Mullingar Branch, 
and Sgt Roger Nicholson, Mullingar.

Footnote: Sgt Kealy was stationed in Belderg in the 
1920s; there are not any Gardaí stationed in Belderg 
now but in October 1997 they were there aplenty.



URGENT CARE CENTRE  |  Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

The trade association representing members with 
interests in the tyre industry. 

Those represented include the manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, 
retailers, recyclers and equipment suppliers to the tyre trade in Ireland.

Contact us:  
Po Box 135, Enfield, Co. Meath

Telephone: 086 8129260
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GSRMA MEMORABILIA

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Membership No.:
Tel. No.:

Please add €3 per order for postage                                                                                                          TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
Lapel Pins (€6)                              Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Lapel 
Pen

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
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24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.

Mayo County Council
Aras an Chontae, The Mall, Castlebar, Co.Mayo

www.mayococo.ie

Ph: (094)9024444, Fax: (094)9023937

Monahan Road,Cork, Ireland.

Email: info@mainport.ie

Tel: +353 21 4317900

Fax: +353 21 4317111

The Mainport Group
Mainport are specialist ship owners providing 
seismic support vessels, tugs and multi role ships 
in different parts of the world. In Ireland we also 
provide stevedoring, ships agency, offshore oil 
base management and warehousing in all the 
main ports.
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Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 
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Bishopstown Credit Union

Tel: 021 4800010 
eServices: 1850 924890
Web: www.bishopstowncu.ie

Bishopstown Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Some local Road Safety Initiatives organised by 
Cork City Council include:
• Providing, on request, Road Safety Talks to 

schools and crèches to teach students about all 
relevant aspects of Road Safety

• Offering in conjunction with Cork Sports 
Partnership a programme of Cycle Safety 
Training to all Primary and Secondary Schools in 
Cork City. Last year we piloted the new Cycling 
Ireland Cycle Safety Training Standard in local 
schools. We have also sponsored Balance Bikes 
for crèches.

• Sponsoring Crashed Car Demonstrations on 
third level campuses and at the annual Road 
Safety Show for Second level Schools. The 
latter event teaches students about the risks 
and consequences of a car-crash from the 
perspective of the victim, the victims’ families, 
the emergency services and the medical teams 

involved. 
• Organising adult cycle 

safety training in 
conjunction with other 
topical events like The 
Life-long Learning 
Festival in April and 
National Bike Week in 
June. 

• Organising with RSA evening Seminars e.g. 
Medical Fitness to Drive

• Promoting road safety in the community by 
distributing free lights and high visibility vests to 
the general public, especially at events such as 
National Bike Week in June. 

• Sponsoring the production of a You-tube Video 
by local Students from St. John’s College,  about 
how different road users should interact with 
Contra-flow Cycle Lanes.

 
      

  
COMHAIRLE CATHRACH CHORCAÍ 

CORK CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

 

 

ROAD SAFETY IN CORK
Cork City Council together with the Road Safety Authority, undertakes a number of Road Safety initiatives 
with schools at all levels and also with the general public. 
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Brendan officially joined An Garda 
Síochána in February 1958, but in reality 
he had joined the Force much earlier, 
having been born into a Garda family 
in 1935, where his father Patrick (6375) 
was a Sergeant and his late brother John 
(15562D) was also a member. 
     On completion of his training in the 
Phoenix Park Depot in August 1958 he 
was assigned to Trim Garda Station in 
October of that year where he served 
until he was promoted to Sergeant 
in May 1965. He was transferred to 
Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath that June. 
     Five years later he returned to Trim 
where he was stationed until moving to 
Garda HQ, Phoenix Park in December 
1972. Brendan worked in ‘B’ Branch in 
the Garda Depot until his retirement from 
the Force in July 1988. While he officially 
retired in 1988 Brendan continued to serve 
as an unofficial member until his untimely 
passing in March 2015, a career spanning 
almost 80 years.
     Brendan had met the love of his life, 
Mary, before joining An Garda Síochána 
but as the system at that time was that 
you had to be single to join they could not 
get married until after he joined, so for 

the first and only time in his life he put An 
Garda Síochána first and Mary second. But 
this was rectified in April 1959 when they 
were married and Mary was restored to 
first place!
     Brendan and Mary went on to be 
devoted and loving parents to Brian, 
Brendan and Mary and later grandparents 
to Elena and Stan. Brendan’s family wish 
to thank everybody who contributed to 
his funeral including the Garda escort and 
honours provided on his final journey. 
     Special thanks to family friends and 
neighbours who were a great comfort and 
support to them at a most difficult time. 
Thanks also to everyone who sympathised, 
sent cards and who attended Brendan’s 
funeral – a ceremony which captured 
his essence in a moving and emotional 
celebration of his life. 
     Brendan will be sadly missed by his 
family but he has gone to prepare the way 
for us and as he regularly told us, we will 
continue to walk tall, walk straight and 
look the world right in the eye until we 
meet again.

May He Rest in Peace

BRENDAN KELLY
Dublin
Birthplace: 
Dublin
Rank: 
Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 13384A
Date of Death: 
13 March 2015
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Born on 12 October 1947, Con was the 
eldest of three children of John and Nora 
Crowley, Kilnockin, Mallow. He had one 
sister, Brid, and one brother, Sean. He was 
educated at Patrician Brothers Academy, 
Mallow and Mount Wolseley Boarding 
School in Tullow.
     As a young student he became 
involved in hurling and athletics and was 
once declared “man of the match” having 
scored twelve points in a championship 
game.
He joined the Gardaí in 1967 and his 
first assignment was to Ballyinaskelligs, 
Co. Kerry. He also served in Lixnaw of 
Ballybunion, Co. Kerry, where he met 
Carmel who was on holidays from her job 
in Dublin. 
     Like so many others at that time Con 
was transferred to Dublin’s Store Street, 
and so the romance continued and they 
married in 1970. They had five children: 
Fiona, Emmet, Cormac, Paul and Damien. 
     Con was also a loving Grandad to 
Brendan, Gillian, Odhrán, Amber, Joe and 

Nuala.  The family moved to Clonmel in 
1971, to Rathcoole in 1975 and finally 
to Naas in 1989. He retired in 2003 and 
relaxed at fishing and gardening. Nothing 
pleased him more than to have the whole 
family around for Sunday lunch to try out 
his latest recipe for chutneys etc!
     Unwell for the last few years of his life, 
Con spent his final days in Naas General 
Hospital, where he passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his entire family in February 
2014.
     Carmel and the family would like 
to thank the serving members at Naas 
Garda Station for their help with funeral 
arrangements and they sincerely thank 
the retired members from the Naas area 
who attended his wake and who formed a 
guard of honour at his funeral.

May God bless You All, and Grant Con 
Eternal Rest.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

CORNELIUS (CON) 
CROWLEY
Lakeside Park,
Naas, Co. Kildare.
Birthplace: 
Mallow, Co. Cork.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 16807F
Date of Death: 
21 February 2014



Your History. 
Your Heritage. 
Experience it.

To book or for further information 
call: +353 (0) 1 872 1916 or 
e: info@gpowitnesshistory.ie
www.gpowitnesshistory.ie

Brand New Visitor Attraction 
GPO, O’Connell St Lower, Dublin 1
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Specialist Services
• Specialist in Marine Reefer Maintenance
• 24hr service in Dublin, Cork, Belfast
• ISO 9002 approved since 1992
• We are approved warranty and service centres   
   for Carrier, Thermo King, Starcool, Daikin
• Reefer Units PTI, Monitoring and Shipping
• Quayside repairs, Qualified Engineers
• Portable Reefer Units for Rental/Purchase

If your company requires a Dependable 
Round-The-Clock Service...

Contact: Michael Holmes

Bond Drive Extension, Dublin Port, Dublin 3
T: 353-1-836 6794, F: 353-1-8555408

After Hours: 087-8363574
E: mholmes@reefertech.ie, W: www.reefertech.ie

High Street, Trim, 
Co. Meath, Ireland

Tel: +353 (0)46 - 943 1202
Fax: +353 (0)46 - 943 1932
Email: law@reganmcentee.ie

Under the leadership of its Senior Partner Rory McEntee, Regan 
McEntee & Partners have provided legal services to many Public 
Authorities over the last 26 years employing 10 Solicitors, 3 Legal 
Executives and a full support team Regan McEntee & Partners is the 
largest legal firm in County Meath.  
Apart from its expertise in Public Law it is also an expert in such 
areas as Civil Litigation*, Property Conveyance and Criminal 
Litigation, Family Law*, Personal Injuries*, Probate and 
administration of estates and Employment Law. 

*In contentious business a Solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement. 
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DENIS HURLEY
Ballykeeffe Estate,
Limerick.
Birthplace: 
Killarney, Co. Kerry.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 10330F
Date of Death: 
10 September 2015

Proud Kerryman Denis Hurley was born 
in Killarney on 21 January 1933, the 
youngest of five children. On completing 
his secondary education, he worked 
locally for two years then realising his 
ambition to join An Garda Siochana on 9 
April 1953, and from 1954-57 to Tuam, 
Barnaderg, Ballinderry, Ballyshannon, 
Bruff, Co Limerick. In October 1959, he 
was to spend nine years where he met 
and married Limerick lady, Nuala Rowe, 
on 25 April 1963. They had three children, 
Noelle, David and Donnacha.    
     In January 1968, Denis transferred to 
William Street Station, Limerick and to its 
replacement, Henry Street Station where 
he was employed in a clerical capacity 
until he retired in January 1993. The 
family celebrated their 52nd Wedding 
Anniversary in April 2015.
     Denis was a long-time member of the 
Kerrymen’s Association and was chairman 
when the Limerick Rose won the Rose of 
Tralee title in 1984. He was a founding 
member of Dooneen Athletic Club and 

Limerick Regional Probus Club. 
     He loved walking and playing Bridge. 
He was a volunteer at the Redemptorist’s 
church for the annual Novena. Denis 
was also very proud of his late father’s 
achievements in being a founding member 
of Doctor Croke’s football club in Killarney 
and being the holder of a Tailteann Games 
football medal won with Munster in 1924.
     Following a long illness Denis passed 
away peacefully on 10 September 2015 
at Milford Hospice, Limerick. The family 
would like to sincerely thank all the 
neighbours and friends for their support, 
messages of sympathy, Mass Cards and 
attending the funeral. 
     Thanks to the local Gardaí for providing 
an escort and the GSRMA Guard of 
Honour. Just a few months prior to his 
death, Denis received, with pride, his 
GSRMA Long Service Certificate.  A very 
special thank you goes to the Home Care 
Team provided by the Hospice.

May He Rest in Peace.

FRANK KEANEY
Adrigole, Beara,

Co. Cork.

Birthplace: 
Carransprawan,

Riverstown, Co. Sligo
Rank: 

Chief Superintendent

Reg. No:. 09506M
Date of Death: 
23 January 2016

Frank passed away peacefully in Deer Park 
Nursing Home, Bantry and was laid to rest 
at Kilcaskin Cemetery, Adrigole, Beara on 
what would have been his 92nd birthday. 
He will be remembered as one of nature’s 
gentlemen. Frank joined the Gardaí in 1945 
and his first posting was Watercourse Road, 
Cork. 
     The following year he applied for a 
transfer in the hope of getting a station 
nearer to home. Instead, he was sent to 
the remote village of Adrigole in the Beara 
Peninsula. On his first day his sergeant 
‘detailed’ him to walk up the road to the 
Glenbrook Bar to buy the paper. Frances 
Doyle, the lady who was to become his 
wife, sold him the paper and gave him a 
warm welcome to Beara. 
     The local Adrigole football team was 
at the time badly affected by the loss of 
players to emigration, but Frank and a 
colleague Garda Jim Thornton from Co 
Mayo, made a big contribution to the 
survival of the club. Frank and Jim lined 
out in the Senior Football Championship 
with Beara in 1948 and lost by two 
points against Millstreet, who went on 
to win the Final. In 1950 he won a senior 

championship medal with a Garda team.
     Marrying Frances meant being 
transferred from Adrigole, and in the course 
of his 41 years of service and promotions he 
served in no less than 14 different stations 
around the country. 
     However, Adrigole was always ‘home’ 
where Frances remained to run the 
family business. On promotion to Chief 
Superintendent in 1975 he spent seven 
years attached to Garda HQ, and from 
1982 to his retirement in 1986 he served in 
Union Quay, in charge of East Cork Division. 
     Although he spent almost 70 years 
in Beara, Frank never lost his deep Sligo 
accent. A keen golfer, he was a Past 
President of Glengarriff Golf Club and 
Adrigole GAA Club. Both clubs performed 
Guards of Honour at his funeral along with 
local Gardaí and retired members and Séan 
O Sé sang at the Mass.
     Predeceased by his beloved Frances since 
2003, Frank is survived by his sister Peggy, 
nephews, nieces, and kind neighbours and 
friends.

May He Rest in Peace



We wish to invite potential fundraisers to help us raise funds by canvassing for donors who 
are willing to support us through regular monthly donations.  

We are looking for committed, energetic and enthusiastic people to support our essential 
work.  If you feel this would interest you and you have about 20 hours or more per week to 

spare, then this could be an ideal opportunity.   

We offer commission and training and we are looking for the right people to join 
our team, for the long-term.

  

We are seeking to expand 
our team of Community 

Fundraisers in 2016. 
Would you like to join us?

For further information, please contact Paul McCarthy on 
086 036 7553, paul.mccarthy@hospicefoundation.ie 

A.MENARINI PHARMACEUTICALS IRELAND

E-mail: ireland@menarini.ie

Ph. +353 1 2846744  |  Fax +353 1 2846769

Castlecourt, Monkstown Farm, Monkstown, 
Glenageary, Co. Dublin, IRELAND
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JAMES (JIM) THOMAS 
GROARKE
Moyvane, Listowel, 
Co. Kerry
Birthplace: 
Doonbeg, Co. Clare
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 11067A
Date of Death: 
21 June 2014

Jim Groarke, the son of Garda James 
Groarke, (6023A), was born in Doonbeg 
in 1933.  He grew up in Ballinskelligs 
and Caherciveen and was fluent in Irish.   
After leaving school he drove a bread-van 
before emigrating to London to work as 
a machine press operator and attend art 
college at night.
     He joined the Garda Síochána on 4 
November 1954 and was allocated to 
Roscommon.  In 1956 he transferred to 
Clones, where he met Madge McKenna 
from Emyvale. He transferred to Listowel 
in 1960, but the romance continued and 
they got married in 1962. In 1964, he 
was promoted to Sergeant in Moyvane.  
     During ‘The Troubles’ he served in 
a number of border stations, including 
Dundalk and Castleblaney. He performed 
fishery patrol duties with the Irish Naval 
Service and on one occasion after 
boarding a fishing boat, was kidnapped, 
but later released unharmed.
     Jim was a proud life-member of 
Ballybunion Golf Club. He was an avid 
photographer and his favourite subjects 
were sunsets and shipping, but when it 
came to ships he did not need a camera 
and could accurately sketch any ship that 
he had seen. 
     His loved gardening and the bog and 

there was never any shortage of fresh 
vegetables or turf.  He also loved dancing 
and music.  Even in the later stages of 
Parkinson’s his eyes would still light up 
when his family played music or sang for 
him. 
     Jim got involved in every aspect of 
the community and was very popular. His 
investigation files, evidence and sketches 
were regularly commended by judges. 
His visits to local schools were filled with 
jokes and laughter, while still getting the 
messages across. Schools looked forward 
to his visits and Jim’s children were so 
proud when classmates came up to them 
afterward complementing their dad.
     He retired on 3 January 1993, after 
38 years’ service, but his retirement 
was spent battling stroke, cancer and 
Parkinson’s, but he never complained. He 
passed away on 21 June 2014.
     His family was the most important 
part of his life.  He sacrificed everything 
to ensure their happiness and that they 
would have every opportunity. He is 
fondly remembered and deeply missed 
by his wife, Madge; sons, daughters; 
daughters-in-law; sons-in-law and 
grandchildren.

Ar dheis láimh Dé go raibh a anam

PATRICK (PAT) RYAN
Castlelloyd,
Oola, Co. Limerick
Birthplace:
Oola, Co. Limerick
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 18758E
Date of Death:  
11 June 2015

Pat was born on 17 March 1949 in Oola, 
Co. Limerick.  He was educated in Oola 
National School and Tipperary Town CBS 
Secondary School. After leaving school, 
he worked for four years as a train driver 
with CIE and gained huge experience.  It 
was during this period that he made a 
successful application to join An Garda 
Síochána.
     He joined the force in 1972 and 
following training was allocated to 
Midleton Garda Station, Co Cork where 
he spent many happy years. He was an 
active member of the Garda representative 
association and worked diligently and 
passionately for all Gardaí in the Cork 
Division.  After 34 years exemplary service, 
he retired from the force in 2006.
     Pat was an adventurous man who 
lived life to the full and tried everything 
once. He learned to fly small planes and 
got his pilot licence. He loved to travel 

and visited many places including The 
Great Wall of China. He was a founding 
member of the Doon vintage car club and 
loved organising and attending vintage 
runs. Doing this, helped him raise a lot 
of money for charities including Milford 
Hospice which is where he died on 11 
June 2015.
     Pat was a dedicated husband to 
Olive, a loving father to Louise, Sarah 
and Patrick and grandfather to Diarmuid, 
Kate, Michael, Matthew and David..  He 
is greatly missed by Olive and all the large 
extended Ryan families. He is also missed 
by a large circle of friends who refer to 
him as ‘a true gentleman’.
     Olive and family wish to thank all 
members of An Garda Síochána, both 
serving and retired who attended Pat’s 
funeral or sent messages of sympathy.

May He Rest in Peace



 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING  
TEN YEARS  
OF CLARITY 
We have helped our clients see clearly for the past 
decade, by transforming information about 
people’s behaviour into meaningful stories.  

Our team is looking forward to bringing you more 
fresh thinking, clear direction, and exceptional 
service for the next ten years and more.  Thank 
you for your support so far. 

RED C / See Clearly 
T/ 01 818 6316 
E/ info@redcresearch.ie 
redcresearch.ie 

Glendalough Minibus Hire provide a private, chartered 
minibus service, covering the Wicklow & South Dublin 
area.  

Based in the village of Roundwood, County Wicklow, 
close to the stunning Wicklow Mountains National Park, 
the monastic site at Glendalough & the famous Pow-
erscourt Gardens, we are ideally positioned to cater to 
your transport requirements & we offer competitive rates 
together with a friendly, efficient service! 

If you want to go to the airport, organise a pilgrimage 
or heritage tour, follow the Wicklow Film Trail, or play at 
some of the scenic & challenging golf courses in the area, 
we can provide the transport & you can just sit back and 
enjoy the ride, arriving at your destination relaxed and 
ready to go!

Contact:  Gerry O’Toole
 

Mobile: +353-87-2047916

Office: +353-1-281856

Glendalough Minibus Hire

14, 16, 25 & 50 Seater Buses Available

187 Ballyconnell Road, 

Gortmullan, Derrylin,

Fermanagh. BT92 9GP 

Tel: +44 (0) 28 6774 8866

www.quinn-buildingproducts.com  

info@quinn-buildingproducts.com

Quinn Cement

Quinn Therm

Quinn Pre-Cast

Quinn Lite-Pac

Quinn Rooftiles

L ITE  BLOCK S

Quinn Tarmac

Quinn Quarries

Quinn Lite Blocks

Making 
furniture 
work better

From planning an entire environment to designing specific pieces, our consultative 
approach offers a tailor made solution from inception to completion. Based in Ardee, 
Co. Louth, we are the approved supplier to the Office of Public Works and have a 
tradition of innovation, design, dedication and three generations of expertise. Our 
forward thinking approach to product innovation means accommodating the latest 
technology with a real understanding of routines and working life.

for the public sector.

To find out more about how we can make furniture 
work better for you, call us on +353 (0) 41 685 3418 
or email info@farrelloffice.com

www.farrelloffice.com



OBITUARIES

Síocháin   103

MICHAEL (MICK) HONEYMAN
Barrack Steet,
Charlestown, Co. Mayo.
Birthplace:
Ballinmore,
Co. Leitrim.
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 12693D
Date of Death: 
13 November 2014

After leaving school, Mick worked for a 
few years with Leitrim County Council. 
During this period, he got interested in 
the Gardaí and underwent a course of 
study to prepare for the Garda entrance 
examination. His preparation paid off and 
he was attested to the Garda Síochána in 
the spring of1954.
     Following passing-out parade at the 
Garda Depot, in October 1954, he was 
allocated to Tralee and afterwards to 
Monaghan. While in Monaghan, he met 
Philomena McElvaney, a local lady, whom 
he married in August 1962. The marriage 
resulted in a transfer to Inistiogue, Co. 
Kilkenny and later to Kilkenny City from 
where he was promoted to Sergeant. 
     His promotion took him first to 
Milltown, Co. Galway and afterwards 
he was appointed ‘Sergeant in-Charge’ 
of Charlestown, Co. Mayo. It was here 
that their children, Henry, Anthony and 
Bernadette were born and went to school. 
While serving in the Force, Sgt Honeyman 
was a man of uncompromising principles 
who believed in getting the balance right, 
when it came to law enforcement. His 

track record in this regard is well known 
among many former members who served 
with Mick.
     After retirement from the force in 
December 1987, he purchased a small 
farm and enjoyed life on the land and 
attending to his cattle. He loved and 
enjoyed watching sport on TV whether it 
was rugby, soccer or GAA games. One of 
his lasting memories was attending Croke 
Park in 1951 when Mayo last won the 
Sam Maguire Cup.
     At the age of 83, he died peacefully on 
13 November 2014. He is survived by his 
wife, Philomena, sons: Henry and Anthony, 
daughter: Bernadette, daughters-in-
law, son-in-law, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews and his sister Maureen in Florida.
     The Honeyman family wish to thank 
the Gardaí in Charlestown for providing 
the funeral escort and retired Gardaí for 
arranging the Guard of Honour. Sincere 
thanks to all who sent messages of 
sympathy.

May He Rest in Peace.

RICHARD O’CONNELL
Blanchardstown, 
Dublin 15.
Birthplace:
Moynsha Abbeyfeale, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Garda Inspector
Reg No: 10966E
Date of Death: 
14 May 2015

Richard joined An Garda Síochána on 
November 1954 and served at Tullamore, 
Ballyconnell and Clonbullogue Garda 
Stations. He was promoted to Garda 
Sergeant in December 1960 and served in 
Wolfhill and Kinnitty Co. Offaly. 
     In 1969, he transferred to Dublin 
where he served in Blanchardstown, 
Cabra and Whitehall. Promotion to Garda 
Inspector in May 1984 followed with 
appointments to Rathmines and Terenure 
from where he retired in November 1987. 
Throughout his Garda career spanning 
33 years Richard exemplified the highest 
standards professionally and personally.  
     He was a loyal member of the 
Garda Choir for over 20 years and he 
enjoyed several trips with the Choir to 
Scotland, USA, and Canada and also 
performed in the Royal Albert Concert 
Hall in London. He joined the Golf Club in 

Westmanstown where he enjoyed many 
years and achieved the Presidents Prize in 
1999.
     Richard was a dedicated husband 
father and grandfather and will be very 
sadly missed by his loving wife Phil, sons: 
Gerard, Niall and Fergal, his daughter 
Mary, his brother Fr Vincent, sisters: Sr 
Angela, Nora and Anne and his loving 
grandchildren, his son-in-law Philip and 
daughters-in-law Elaine, Mary and Dana.
     Phil and family wish to express their 
gratitude to all members serving and 
retired golfing friends and neighbours 
and a very special thanks to the Garda 
Choir and Musical director Catherine and 
organist Helen who sang at Richard’s 
Funeral mass

May He Rest in Peace.



New regulations for remotely piloted aircraft systems 
(RPAS) – more commonly referred to as drones – 

were announced on 17 December 2015 by the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Paschal Donohoe TD 
and the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA). This will include the 
mandatory registration of all RPAS. The Small Unmanned 
Aircraft (Drones) and Rockets Order SI (Statutory 
Instrument), 563 of 2015, was introduced in early 2015. 
     The European Commission has already indicated that a 
suite of European regulations governing the use of drones 
is being fast-tracked and is expected to be in force by the 
end of 2016. In Ireland, the Department of Transport and 
the IAA is committed to contribute to the EU rule making 
and regulatory process in this area, under the National 
Aviation Policy 2015.
     The new regulatory regime, launched at the IAA’s 
headquarters in Dublin, is intended to further enhance 
safety within Ireland and specifically addresses the safety 
challenges posed by drones.
     Since 21 December 2015, all drones weighing 1kg or 
more must now be registered with the IAA via www.iaa.
ie/drones. Drone registration is a simple two-step process. 
To register a drone, the registrant must be 16 years of 
age or older. (Drones operated by those under 16 years 
of age must be registered by a parent or legal guardian). 
A nominal fee, which was to be applied earlier this year, 
has been initially waived by the IAA in order to encourage 
early registration.

KEY SAFETY CONCERN
Ralph James, IAA Director of Safety Regulation, said: 
“Ireland is already recognised worldwide as a centre of 
excellence for civil aviation and the drone sector presents 
another major opportunity for Ireland. 
     “We’re closely working with industry to facilitate its 
successful development here. At the same time, safety is 

With between 4,000 to 5,000 drones now estimated to be in use in in this country, Ireland 
is one of only a handful of EU Member States to have introduced legislation governing the 
use of these remotely piloted aircraft systems, which are now rapidly taking off worldwide. 
Report by Jim Lee.

EMERGENCY DRONES

NEW DRONE 
REGULATIONS 

LAND IN IRELAND

our top priority and we must ensure that drones are used 
in a safe way and that they do not interfere with all other 
forms of aviation.”
     Drone registration has been made a mandatory 
requirement and this will, he added, serve to help the IAA 
to monitor the sector in the years ahead. “We strongly 
encourage drone operators to register with us as quickly 
as possible, and to take part in training courses which are 
available through a number of approved drone training 
organisations. 
     “People operating drones must do so in safe and 
responsible manner and in full compliance with the new 
regulations,” noted James.

TOUGH US RULES
Separately, on 14 December 2015, the US Department 
of Transportation’s Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
announced a registration process for what it described as 
“small unmanned aircraft”, which cover a range of even 
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smaller craft, than that covered by the Irish regulations.
     Similar to the IAA, the FAA announced “a streamlined 
and user-friendly web-based aircraft registration process” 
for the owners of these UAS weighing more than 0.55 
pounds (250 grams) and less than 55 pounds (approx. 25 
kilograms) including payloads such as on-board cameras.
     This follows the delivery of recommendations by 
the FAA’s Registration Task Force to FAA Administrator 
Michael Huerta and Transportation Secretary Anthony 
Foxx on 21 November 2015. The rule incorporates 
many of the task force recommendations and under it 

PROHIBITIONS UNDER NEW LEGISLATION
The new legislation 
prohibits users 
from operating 
their drones in an 
unsafe manner. 
This includes never 
operating a drone:

• If it will be a hazard to another aircraft in flight.
• over an assembly of people

• farther than 300m from the operator
• within 120m of any person, vessel or structure 

not under the operator’s control
• closer than 5km from an aerodrome
• in a negligent or reckless manner so as to 

endanger life or property of others
• over 400ft (120m) above ground level
• over urban areas
• in civil or military controlled airspace
• in restricted areas (e.g. military installations, 

prisons, etc), and 
• unless the operator has permission from the 

landowner for taking-off and landing.

For further information visit www.iaa.ie/drones  for 
the IAA’s detailed Q&A sheet.

Pictured at the launch of the new regulations (l-r): Chief Supt 
Fergus Healy, An Garda Síochána; Paschal Donohoe, TD, Minister 
for Transport, Tourism & Sport; John Wright, Chairman, Unmanned 
Aircraft Association of Ireland and Ralph James, IAA Director Safety 
Regulation.

registration is a statutory requirement that 
applies to all aircraft.

FEDERAL RULING
Owners may use either the paper-based process, 
and those using the new streamlined web-
based system (www.faa.gov/uas/registration) 
must be at least 13 years old to register.
     Registrants will need to provide their name, 
home address and e-mail address. Upon 
completion of the registration process, the 
web application will generate a Certificate of 
Aircraft Registration/ Proof of Ownership that 
will include a unique identification number for 
the UAS owner, which must be marked on the 
aircraft.
     Owners using the model aircraft for hobby 
or recreation will only have to register once and 
may use the same identification number for all 
of their model UAS. The registration is valid for 
three years.
     The normal registration fee is $5 (around 
€4.61), which in the United States is the same 
charge required for manned aircraft, including 

The European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has 
published a Technical Opinion on the safe use of drones in 
Europe’s civil airspace. 
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airliners such as the Boeing 747. Federal officials see 
online registration as one way to address a surge of rogue 
drone flights near airports and crowded public venues 
that has raised safety concerns, among authorities across 
the US.
     “Make no mistake: unmanned aircraft enthusiasts 
are aviators, and with that title comes a great deal of 
responsibility,” according to US Transportation Secretary 
Anthony Foxx. “Registration gives us an opportunity to 
work with these users to operate their unmanned aircraft 
safely.”
     FAA Administrator Huerta said: “Registration gives 
us the opportunity to educate these new airspace users 
before they fly so they know the airspace rules and 
understand they are accountable to the public for flying 
responsibly.”
     The online registration system does not yet support 
registration of small UAS used for any purpose other than 
hobby or recreation, for example, using an unmanned 
aircraft in connection with a business. 

TECHNICAL OPINION
On 18 December 2015 the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA) published a Technical Opinion on the 
safe use of drones in Europe’s civil airspace. The EASA 
Technical Opinion sets the direction to be followed for all 
future work to be done to ensure unmanned aircraft are 
operated safely and interact safely with other airspace 
users. 
     The aim is to provide a framework that is 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jim Lee has 
had a life-
long interest 
in military 
matters and 
aviation. 
Initially, he 
fused both of 
these interests 
together with 
a passion 
for military 
aviation, 
initially as a 
photographer. 
He has 
travelled 
extensively 
over the years and has been the guest of many 
European air forces, plus the air forces of the United 
States, Russia and others throughout the world. 
 His first introduction to journalism coincided 
with an interest in the civil aviation industry was 
when he initially wrote for and later edited, ‘Aviation 
Ireland’, the club magazine of the Aviation Society of 
Ireland. Jim is a key contributor to Flying in Ireland, 
since its inception over 10 years ago and is now a 
key contributor to the online magazine. 
He has also contributed items for a number of other 
aviation magazines and has produced a number 
of detailed contributions to Government policy 
documents, most recently the Irish Government’s 
White Paper on Defence. He is also deeply involved 
in the local community and voluntary sector and 
has worked both in local government and central 
government. 

The US Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation 
Administration has announced a streamlined and user-
friendly web-based aircraft registration process.

EMERGENCY DRONES

proportionate to the activity, ensuring safety and at the 
same time enabling this innovative industry to continue 
to grow. The opinion also serves as guidance for the EU 
Member States that have no rules for small unmanned 
aircraft or plan to modify their existing ones, to ensure 
consistency as much as possible with the intent of the 
future EU rules. It also provides a roadmap presenting the 
steps to be taken in the future.
     The opinion includes 27 concrete proposals for a 
regulatory framework for operating all unmanned aircraft 
irrespective of their mass. The proposals focus more on 
how the drones will be used rather than their physical 
characteristics. 
     The proposal establishes three categories of operation 
– ‘Open’, ‘Specific’ and ‘Certified’ –
with different safety requirements for each, proportionate 
to the risk. Most of the drone usage will belong to the 
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ALL EYES ON IRELAND IN NEXT STEP FOR REGULATION
The IAA will play a 
crucial part in how 
drones will be used in 
the future, on foot of 
legislation introduced by 
the Authority late last 
year that now makes 
it mandatory for all 
drones over 1kg to be 
registered. 
Ian Kiely, who organised 
Drone Expo Ireland in 
early April in Dublin, 
claims that Ireland is 
now being watched by 
other countries to see what we’re going to do, following the adoption of 
legislation on drone use here from existing laws. 
Commercial drone use has expanded to over 140 companies in Ireland. 
“The technology is still advancing and we expect it to take three or four 
concerted efforts before the technology and the laws meet,” Kiely said. 
Drones are restricted from flying above 400 feet in Ireland and they 
cannot be flown when out of the line of sight of the pilot.
Further restrictions prevent them from being used in towns and urban 

areas as well as 
anywhere near 
crowds. However, 
these preventative 
measures haven’t 
stopped Irish 
people from 
building drone-
based businesses.
Drone use has 
now spread out to 
state emergency 
services such 
as Dublin Fire 
Brigade, in a bid 
to improve the 
safety of fire 
service personnel. 
“The Irish Fire 

Service are adopting a camera that can register a heat source. Firemen 
often go in blind into a fire, whereas now they can tell where the hottest 
part of the fire is and they can give good intelligence to the guys on the 
ground,” Kiely said.
A better mechanism to crack down on those who are not following the 
IAA-enforced legislation was called for by Ian Kiely, and he added that 
illegal users are undercutting those who have gone through the system 
properly.
Commercial drone users spend around €8,000 to get officially and legally 
up and running before going into business. (Source: www.independent.ie/
business)

EMERGENCY DRONES

‘Open’ category, which is foreseen 
for operations with limited safety 
risk, requiring a minimum amount 
of safety rules, overseen by law 
enforcement agencies. 

LIMITATION ZONES
A key measure for this category will 
be ‘limitation zones – geographical 
areas in which the use of drones 
will be limited or not allowed at 
all. To prevent unintended flight in 
restricted flight zones, a functionality 
automatically generating geographical 
limitations is also foreseen (i.e. geo-
fencing). The more complex and risky 
the operation is, the more stringent 
the requirements will be.
For example the requirements for 
‘Certified’ operations are similar to 
those for manned aviation.
     The Technical Opinion follows 
the principles established by the 
European Commission in the 
Aviation Strategy, published on 7 
December 2015. EASA says it will 
now work on “the development of 
rules, guidance material or safety 
promotion – depending on what is 
more appropriate to each category in 
order to meet the overall objective to 
ensure safety while letting innovation 
develop”.

View EASA’s safety video on the use 
of drones on www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5Xs_eVx4nuw 

In 2016 and 2017, new rules will 
be developed, or existing ones will 
be amended, within the framework 
described in the Technical Opinion 
(http://easa.europa.eu/document-
library/opinions/opinion-technical-
nature). As guidance material and 
safety promotion becomes available it 
can be accessed on the EASA website 
www.easa.europa.eu/drones.
     When the European Commission’s 
suite of regulations governing the 
use of drones is introduced, it will be 
interesting to see if the Commission 
will take a more restrictive view and 
a more intense form of regulatory 
approach as that being introduced by 
the FAA.

Dublin Fire Brigade’s Ciaran Lalor with Teresa 
Hudson and Caroline Gunning pictured at the Drone 
Expo. 

Ian Kiely, organiser of the Drone Expo Ireland, 
which took place on 1-3 April in the RDS. 
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Patrick J. O’Meara & Co. 
Solicitors

Liberty Square, Thurles, Co.Tipperary

PrOPerty:
Residential• 
Commercial• 
Transfers/Leasing of Agri-• 
cultural Land
Mortgages• 

PrObate
Wills• 
Administration of Estates• 
Tax Planning• 

*LitigatiOn
Accidents and Personal • 
Injuries
Medical Negligence• 
District Court Work• 

eMPLOyMent
Employment Contracts• 
Unfair Dismissal• 
Redundancy• 

FaMiLy Law
Maintenance• 
Separation and Divorce• 
Barring Orders• 
Custody and Access• 

The firm was founded in 1937 by the late Patrick J. O’Meara, 
father of our Consultant, Eithne O’Meara. The firm is located 
at Liberty Square, Thurles, Co.Tipperary. We have four solici-
tors and six support staff and provide a wide range of legal 
services to include :

Tel: +353(0504) 22333
Fax: +353(0504) 23054
Email: email@pjom.ie

*In contentious business a Solicitor may 
not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or 
settlement.

Making a donation to the Simon
Communities of Ireland
The crucial work The Simon Communities of
Ireland is only possible through the generosity of
the general public and our corporate partners. If
you too would like to help in the fight to end
homelessness in Ireland there are a number of
ways that you can help Simon including:

Online - By donating at www.simon.ie

By Post - Donations can be sent to Simon
Communities of Ireland, 28-30 Exchequer Street,
Dublin 2.

By phone - By Credit/Laser Card - Please call the
fundraising team at (01) 671 1606 with your
credit or laser card details and your transaction
will be handled in confidence.

Become a Regular Giver
By Standing Order - A standing order form is
available on www.simon.ie or you can contact
your bank directly and provide our bank details as
follows:
BANK:A.I.B
BRANCH: 100
GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN 2
SORT CODE: 93 12 33
ACCOUNT NO: 38792094

A Gift in Your Will Could Change Lives
Leave a Legacy – Further details on how to name
Simon as a beneficiary in your will are provided
on www.simon.ie or contact the Fundraising
Team.

How could your company support the work
of Simon?
Company partnerships – there are endless ways
that a company can support Simon. Contact to
discuss tailoring our projects and initiatives to
match your company’s interests and needs.

Tax Effective Giving
Reclaiming Tax - At present under government
legislation, the Simon Communities of Ireland can
claim tax back on all donations over €250. If you
are a PAYE taxpayer and donate €250 or more a
year to us, we may be able to reclaim 69% of the
tax you have paid at no additional cost to you.You
must be paying the high rate of tax for this to
apply. Please be assured that the scheme is
confidential and only your name, tax relief
number and amount donated are given to the
revenue authorities.You can print a revenue form
online at www.simon.ie or contact the
Fundraising Team.

Volunteer
Simon welcomes both part-time and full time
volunteers. Part-time volunteers work in various
roles like on the soup run, fundraising, shop
workers, committee members and as befrienders.
To volunteer on a part-time basis, please contact
your local Simon Community.

Full time volunteers must be aged over 18 and
commit to a full time placement for at least 6
months working alongside our paid staff in a
variety of projects across our communities. We
provide accommodation, supervision, training and
a small living allowance.This opportunity
facilitates development of many skills both on a
practical and professional level and is an ideal
opportunity to gain valuable work experience.

We also offer our full time volunteers the
opportunity of gaining a third level qualification as
all now take part in our Certifacte Programme in
partnership with the DIT so you not only assist
us in our work but you also gain a practical
qualification.

If you want to find out more or get involved,
contact our Volunteer Coordinator at
volunteering@simoncommunity.com

Campaign 
Our campaigning mandate is to affect changes in
social and economic policy in Ireland that
will contribute to the elimination of homelessness
and its causes.To achieve this, we need to
demonstrate this is an aim shared across Irish
society, and for this we need your help.We ask
that you get involved in activities to help influence
Government policy on homelessness.You can do
this in a number of ways, highlighting the issue of
homelessness by writing to your local TD,
phoning your local radio talk show or writing to
the newspaper, or even just discussing the subject
with friends, family and colleagues.You can also
sign up to the MakeRoom campaign at
www.makeroom.ie where you can pledge to end
homelessness by 2010.

How You Can Help

Contact Us
Simon Communities of Ireland,

St Andrews House
28-30 Exchequer Street

Dublin 2
Phone:01-6711606

Email: info@simoncommunity.com
Website: www.simon.ie

Fundraising Department
Email: fundraising@simoncommunity.com  

Volunteer Coordinator
Email: volunteering@simoncommunity.com

Ending Homelessnes... Creating Homes

Thank you 
for your 
support

Head Office,
Irish Cancer Society,  

5 Northumberland Road,
Dublin 4,

Ireland
Tel: 01-2310 500  
Fax:  01-2310 555

The Irish Cancer Society, is the national charity dedicated to preventing cancer, saving lives
from cancer and improving the quality of life of those living with cancer through patient care
research and education.

The main work of the Society is the delivery of nursing services to patients with cancer
throughout Ireland. These services include; funding hospital based Oncology Liaison Nurses,
community based Night Nursing for patients in their home, and Home Care Nursing teams.
Additionally the Society operates a FreeFone Cancer Helpline, staffed by fully qualified
nurses. This Cancer Helpline receives almost 6,000 calls annually

The Society, was founded in 1963, is financed entirely by voluntary contributions from the
public and receives no government funding. This allows the Society to pursue new and
innovative services for patients with cancer outside of government policy. 

We rely on thousands of dedicated volunteers from around the country to help with our
fundraising activities, the largest of which is our annual Daffodil Day. We have a number of

Helpline's to provide you with support, encouragment and information

during your cancer experience. They are....

The Cancer Helpline 1 800 200 700
Action Breast Cancer 1 800 30 90 40
Smoking Quitline 1 850 201 203
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This poem by Paddy 
Farrell can be found in 
‘Reasons to Rhyme’ 
– his 76-page book 
of poetry, which was 
published in 2014 by 
his daughter Margaret 
Farrell.

Innismurray Isle
I sit upon the hill of Mullaghmore
And look out from that ancient shore
across the bay  of Donegal
for mile upon nautical mile.
As the sunlight shimmers on the sea
 The waves break gently on the rocks
Of Innismurray isle

The Sliabh League mountains tall and grey
‘gainst cloudless azure sky.
The seagulls sweeping down for fish,
A skylark sings on high
The beauty that surrounds me
Lifts my heart and makes me smile
While the waves break gently on the rocks
Of Innismurray Isle

The sea lions laze upon the rocks
of the islet called Bomore
the fishermen lift lobster pots
as their fathers did before
They moor their boats in Classhymore
And rest there for awhile
 And waves break gently on the rocks
Of Innismurray Isle  

That ancient Isle Molaise did bless
And built a place of prayer
It stands there still, surviving through
The winter squalls each year
Deserted now, all people gone
A Kingdom, still with style,
And long I hope waves gently break
On Innismurray Isle

© Michael O’Connor 2013

Grandchild
Paddy Farrell, Dublin West Branch 

I watched you as you skipped today
So blithely through the trees
It brought back memories of my youth
And my own tender years

I saw the joy upon your face
That once was there on mine
And I’m so happy for you now
It takes me back in time

The countryside seemed greener then
The evenings stretched out long
The birds burst forth in choruses
Each flock with its own song

The crossroads was our meeting place
When work of day was done
The pleasures that we gathered there
Lived past the setting sun

We did not seem to have the cares
The youngsters harbour now
But maybe they are better placed
In things we know not how

And then you skipped back to me
Your face burst out a smile
Oh! Grandad don’t you look so sad
I’ll race you to the stile.
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• KILLARNEY STATION PARTY –  
1 AUGUST 1942

Front Row (l-r): D/Gda Timothy Rogers and 
Garda B. Downey.
Middle Row (l-r): Sgt J. Buckley, D/Gda 
T.Ruane, Gda Tobin, Gda Jerry Bergin, Gda 
J. King (District Office) and Sgt J.Hawkins.
Back Row (l-r): Gda Jim McCarthy, Gda 
O’Brien, Gda Hurley, Sgt William (Billy) Burns, 
Gda J. O’Driscoll, Gda M. Kelly, Gda 
J. Moroney and D/Sgt Michael (Jolly) Whelan.

Photo courtesy of Tom Lally, Tralee Branch

• DECEMBER B CLASS – 1960
The second recruit class to include Ban Gardaí as they were then known. The recruit Garda on the extreme right of the back row 
is Paddy Morrissey, who was murdered in Drogheda in 1985. The remaining class members: Front Row (l-r): L. Bermingham, M. 
Tierney, J. Coleman, Sgt. McGinley, M. Riordan, B. Lee, Insp. P. Barrett, Supt. W. Dunne, Supt. McGrath, Sgt. Lavelle, Sgt. Drummey, 
D. O’Reilly and M. Molloy
Middle Row (l-r): N. Lonergan, S. O’Brien, J. Gilmore, M. Melody, P. O’Gorman, B. Fennell, P. Flanagan, P. Lavin, B. Gildea, N. 
McCabe, and P. Carter. Back Row (l-r): J. Doherty, R. Keane, M. Trehy, J. Looney, P. McNamara, E. Kelly, S. Robinson, J. Dillon, O. 
Kyne and P. Morrissey.  Photo courtesy of Leo M. Bermingham, Dublin North.

• ‘WHO’S WHO’ AT LISTOWEL STATION 
Page 108 of Spring Síocháin featured a photo of ‘Who’s Who’ 
at Listowel Garda Station. Listowel’s retired Sgt Tim O’Leary 
can confirm the photo was taken at the retirement function for 
Supt Wm. Burns in October 1984. 

Front Row (l-r): Sgt W. Cummins, Gda P. Henderson, Sgt D. 
Dillon, Sgt J. Breslin, Supt. W. Burns, Insp. C.J. Colleran, Sgt J. 
Harrington, Sgt M. O’Donoghue.  Second Row (l-r): Gda M. 
O’ Sullivan, D.J. Lynch, V.N. Ruane, M.J. Ryan, C.M. Darmody, 
Sgt L. Minihan, Gda M.P. Gibbons, Sgt J. Kelly. Third Row 
(l-r): Gda. D. Donovan, P.J. Healy, P.J. Kiernan, B.A. Walsh, D./
Gda. J.J. Looby, Gda J. Lordan, Gda. M. Donohue and Sgt P. 
Daly. Back Row (l-r): Sgt J.T. Groarke, Gda W. Curran, Gda B. 
Scanlan, Sgt J. Reddington and Gda. M. Twomey.

Photo courtesy Mrs Madge Groarke, Moyvane, Kerry
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• ‘B’ CLASS MAY 1958 AT GARDA HQ
Front Row (l-r): Mossie Garde,  Unknown, Gda. Hanlon, Seamus Quaid,  Unknown,Ken Darmody, Noel Gallagher, Gda. Gallager,  
Unknown,  Unknown,  Unknown, Michael O’Connor,  Unknown,and Dan Harrington.
Back Row (l-r): Frank Burke, Mossie Birmingham. Paddy McGilloway, Derry Dowling, Sean O Sullivan, Tom Keyes, Gda Doherty Bill 
Shanahan, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown. Can you assist with the names of the others in the photograph? 
Photo courtesy of Liz Breen, Skibbereen

• CLASS OF SEPTEMBER 1960
The following recruits with Reg. Numbers 14398-14447 joined the Force in September 1960:
Front Row (l-r): Thomas F. Clear, John Hogan, Martin Long, Ml. Mullins, P.C. O’ Keeffe, Ed P. Lynch, John M. Howley, Sgt. Gerry 
McArdle (instructor), Sgt (unknown), Cathal Gilroy, Owen Corrigan, John J. Gallagher, Jack Deegan, W.F. Shanley, Ml. O’Dwyer, 
A. O’Connell and Jimmy Redpath.
Middle Row (l-r): Ed Cunningham (RIP), J.M.J. Guinan, Donal Lyttleton, Kevin Phelan, Jim O’Donnell, P.J. McNaught, Peter McCabe, 
Reggie Barrett, Wm. Sommers (RIP), Patk. Ryan, John F. McGrath, Ml. J. Tonry, Noel O’ Sullivan, P. J. McDermott, Lorcan Lavin, Cathal 
Cawley (RIP), Jim Hurley and John D. Rooney.
Back Row (l-r): John F. Ryan (RIP), P. Kiely, Val Rooney, Patrick. J. Conroy, Thos. B. Cummins, Joe Forde, Pat Finn, D.J. Lynch, Brian 
Walsh, Matthew Murphy, Ml. May (RIP), Fr Matthew A. Kennedy, Lexie Sheehan, John McBride, Unknown, Ml. F. McGrath, P.G. 
O’Driscoll and Gerry Sheridan (RIP).

Photo courtesy of Pat Finn, Dublin North Branch  Can you assist with the names of the others in the photograph?

• OLYMPIC GAMES IN MONTREAL – 1976
The Irish Olympic Team departed Dublin on 5 July 1976 to compete at 
the Olympic Games in Montreal. Twelve days later Garda Frank Moore, 
who was a substitute, had the honour of carrying the Tricolour to lead 
the Irish Team into the Olympic Stadium.
    Racing under the Irish colours, the Garda Elite coxed IV competed in 
the Bord Báinne-sponsored Karlisch boat, winning the Petite Final and 
finishing seventh in the world. The Gold Medal was won by Russia, 
with the East Germans winning the Silver and West Germany, whom 
the Gardaí beat at Duisburg, winning the Bronze.

Montreal Olympic team members pictured (l-r): Christy O’Brien, 
Willie Ryan, Mick Ryan, Jim Muldoon and Liam Redmond (cox).
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ATHLONE AGM GROUP

BLARNEY RETIRED GROUP COFFEE MORNING

Pictured at the Shamrock Hotel, Athlone on 
8 February for the Athlone Branch AGM:
Front Row (l-r): John J. Hickey, John 
O’ Brien, Insp. Aidan Minnock, Adeline 
and Anne Foley, Mary O’Connor, Vincent 
Johnson, Michael Cronin, Michael Tomas 
and Joe Warde.
Second Row (l-r): Matt Cosgrave (President), 
Supt. Pat Murray, P.J. Colleran, Joe Gaffney, 
Barry Martin and Michael Egan.
Third Row (l-r): Noel Dowd, Con Moynihan, 
John Burke and Michael Donnellan.
Fourth Row (l-r): John Mulligan, Michael 
Bohan, Michael Larkin and Gerry O’Dowd.
Fifth Row (l-r): John Sheehy, John Lynch, 
P.J. Lenehan and James Donnellan. Photo courtesy of Mary O’Connor, Athlone.

An enjoyable coffee morning for 19 retired 
members who served in Blarney Garda Station 
was held in Christy’s Hotel in Blarney on 24 
March. Missing from the group photo are Charlie 
Galwey, Denis Bugler, John Finnerty and Liam 
Harkin.
Front Row (l-r): Donal O’Donovan, Tim Sheehan, 
Frank Quinn and Con Kiely.
Middle Row (l-r): Maurice Regan, Pat Galvin, Pat 
Harrington and J.J. Farrell.
Back Row (l-r): Michael Collins, Martin Shanahan, 
Jim Byrne, John O’Neill, Bill Bell, Dan Ahern and 
Des Renehan.

Photo courtesy of Liam Harkin, Cork City Branch.

Pictured (l-r): Dolores O’Reilly, Enda Mulhern, Des Fallon, Gene Murphy, Sean Masterson, Kevin Dockery and 
Earnan Gilleran.  Photo courtesy of John Smyth, Cavan Branch.

CAVAN GROUP ON 1916 BUS TOUR IN DUBLIN
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KILLARNEY & 
CAHERCIVEEN 
COFFEE MORNING

LIMERICK COUNTY AGM – MARCH 2016
Members of Limerick County Branch pictured at the AGM in Rathkeale House Hotel.

Pictured enjoying a ‘cuppa’ were (l-r): 
Jerry McManus, Paddy Browne, Pat 
Lehane, Jack McGrath, John Fleming, 
John Thornhill, Dan Donovan, Jerry 
Cronin, Jim Casey, Pat McAuliffe, Tom 
Fox and Pat O’Neill.

Photo courtesy of John Thornhill, 
Killarney Branch.

Front Row (l-r): Billy Saunderson, Geraldine 
Clifford, Anne Kissane, Joe Dunleavy, Betty 
Browne, Margaret Nolan, Ena Kirwan and 
Anne Harrington.
Middle Row (l-r): Victor Walsh, Peter Kelly, 
Issac Langford, Bill Harhen, Jim Browne, Joe 
Roe, Tony O’Callaghan and Tony Chearnley.
Back Row (l-r): Liam Cummins, John 
Browne, Tom Connor, Jim Sweeney, Mick 
McQuinn, John Sheehy, Derek Heverin, 
John Whelan, Dan Harrington and Michael 
Cleary.

Photo courtesy of George Daly, Newcastle 
West Branch.

Members from Athlone, Ballinasloe and 
Mullingar pictured at the outing on 5 
April:
Front Row (l-r): Mick Bohan, Joe Gaffney, 
Mick Larkin, Frank Gallagher, Mike Egan 
and Phil O’Gara.
Back Row (l-r): Michael O’Neill, John 
Burke, Brendan Bradley, Maeve Clifford, 
PJ Lenihan, Mary O’Connor, Jim 
McDonnell, Mick O’Gara, Mike Thomas, 
Pat McLoughlin and Gerry Clifford.

Photo courtesy of Theo Hanley, Athlone 
Branch.

MIDLANDS OUTING TO POWERSTOWN & GPO
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Name:

Address:

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

Please send completed entries 
to ‘Crossword Spring 2016’, 
SIOCHAIN, Ocean  
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, to 
arrive no later than Friday 29 
July 2016. 

The first correct entry drawn 
bags the €100 prize. Good 
luck to everyone who enters!

   100 TO BE WON
Summer Crossword

Branch:



   100 TO BE WON
Summer Crossword

• Across
  1 Different nationalities or contests of speed. (5)
  6 Large size name for a very large sized animal. (5)
  9 Medicine that controls malaria. (7)
10 Holiday destination in Greek islands. (5)
11 Got weaker, opposite of waxed. (5)
12 Give into one’s wishes and humour one. (7)
13 Destroy document, or a tiny amount. (5)
16 Not a good condition for a boat or a container. (5)
19 Wood that makes up most of a ship’s steering gear. (3)
20 One who commits a crime of betrayal against the state. (7)
22 Cause trouble and incite unrest. (7)
24 Inflict great pain upon. (7)
26 Empowered. (7)
27 Top of box or can. (3)
28 Corners are enough to make a diver sick. (5)
31 Curt and using few words. (5)
34 One who votes for a politician. (7)
35 Very, very , very young oak.  (5)
36 Branch of the Peace Process? (5)
37 All gone.  None left in the shop. (4,3)
38 She’s a relative. (5)
39 Given by doctor to prevent death or by a hunter to cause it? (5)

• Down
  1 Very hard objects, but it helps to put the baby to sleep. (5)
  2 Someone who looks after the elderly or the incapacitated at     
     home. (5)
  3 Undersea creature with tentacles. (5)
  4 Musician on the roof, scamming his taxes. (7)
  5 Certificate awarded by a college to a successful student. (7)
  6 Precious stone. (5)
  7 A degree of madness for an activity or object. (5)
  8 In an unusual manner. (5)
14 Moorhen is disturbed by naturally occurring chemical in the   
      body.  (7)
15 Lived or at least once was alive. (7)
17 Has bet been torn up in Ugandan city? (7)
18 Tom’s offspring. (7)
21 Used to propel boat. (3)
23 The spirit that comes in naggins? (3)
25 Getting on. (7)
26 Particular version of a published work. (7)
28 Strength and muscle. (5)
29 Hangman’s knot. (5)
30 It may be one of the five or common. (5)
31 Moves along at an easy pace like a horse. (5)
32 Short-sighted animal being poached for its horn. (5)
33 Seven involved in producing odds for a race. (5) 

CROSSWORD

Solution to Crossword in Spring 2016 issue
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Congratulations to Daniel J. Lowney, 
South Circular Road, Limerick – the winner 

of the 
‘Spring 2016’ Crossword.

€100 Cheque is in the post!

  2 7  6   3 
6  9    1   
  7  9    5 
   9 1   8 4 
  5    3   
9 8   3 4    
5    6  4   
  4    9  2 
2   3  9 7   
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DECEASED RELATIVES

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Mary Coyle Naas, Kildare Sister of John Ruane Dun Laoghaire 25/10/2015
Lucy Dillon New Ross, Wexford Wife of Patrick J Dillon Wexford 02/12/2015

Eileen O’Donovan Ballinlough, Cork Wife of Jim O’Donovan Cork City 17/01/2016
Phyllis Glavin Wilton, Cork City Wife of Denis Glavin Cork City 21/02/2016
Frieda Winters Blarney, Co. Cork Mother of Finbarr Winters Cork City 03/03/2016
Alice Bambury Ballylongfond, Co. Kerry Mother of  Michael Bambury

Mother of Noel Bambury
Mother of Thomas Bambury

Cork City
Cork West 
Waterford 

03/03/2016

Eugene Mulligan Castlenock, Dublin Father of Anthony Mulligan Dublin West 04/03/2016

Peter Shevlin Rosapenna, Downings, 
Donegal

Father of Michael Shevlin Donegal North 09/03/2016

Mary McGettigan Doochary, Donegal Mother of Connell McGettigan Sligo 10/03/2016
Brigid Broe Fermoy, Cork Mother of James Broe Dublin South 10/03/2016
Peggie O’Regan Lisnagry, Co. Limerick Mother of David O’Regan Cork 10/03/2016

Ned Nevin Thomastown, Kilkenny brother of Mick Nevin Waterford 11/03/2016
Lil Holland Seapoint, Balbriggan, Wife of Aidan Holland Dublin North 12/03/2016
John Coombes Castleknock, Dublin Father of George Coombes Dublin West 15/03/2016
Philomena Larkin Dartfield, Kilreekle, 

Ballinasloe
Mother of John Larkin
Mother of Michael Larkin

Portlaoise 
Athlone 

21/03/2016

John (Jack) Barry Tramore, Waterford Father of Kieran Barry Fermoy 22/03/2016
Anna Mulchrone Douglas, Cork Wife of Michael Mulchrone Cork 24/03/2016
Cian Kirby Blarney, Co. Cork Grandson of Cora Kirby Cork 25/03/2016
Bridie Moore Knocklong, Limerick Mother in law of Jimmy Burke Thurles 03/04/2016
Bridie Cregg Ballymore, Roscommon Mother of Pat Cregg Dublin North 03/04/2016
Anne McCooey Swords, Dublin wife of Francis J McCooey Dublin North 06/04/2016
Brian Gilsenan Kingscourt, Cavan Brother of Noel Gilsenan Portlaoise 09/04/2016
Christina McVann Tubbercurry, Co. Sligo Mother of Michael McVann Donegal South 14/04/2106
Laurence 
(Sonny)

Daly Leap, Cork Father of Joe Daly
Father of Bill Daly

Portlaoise
Cork City 

16/04/2016

Jerry Buckley Boherbue, Cork Brother of Pat Buckley Clonmel 26/04/2016
John McCoy Ardee, Louth Father of Peter McCoy Monaghan 26/04/2016
Ellen Keegan Celbridge, Co. Kildare Wife of Jimmy Keegan Kildare North 02/05/2016
Brendan Hannon Headford, Galway Brother of John Frank Hannon Galway 07/05/2016
Mary Bourke Borrisoleigh, Tipperary/

Boyle, Roscommon
Mother of Padráig de Búrca Thurles 11/05/2016

Forename Surname Address Relationship Date of Death
Eileen O'Malley Dublin North Widow and member 10/12/2015

Rosaleen Gill Letterkenny, Co. Donegal Widow and member 07/01/2016 
Eilish Dillon Drakelands,Kilkenny Widow and member 29/01/2016 
Mary Fallon Fethard, Tipperary Widow and member 23/02/2016 
Agnes Farrell Ballina, Mayo Widow and member 05/03/2016 
Kathleen Kennedy Chapelizod, Dublin Widow and member 11/03/2016 
Margaret Ferris Gracedieu, Waterford Widow 9/03/2016 
Margaret P. Kennedy  Castleknock, Dublin Widow and member 31/03/2016 
Kay Fanning Courtlands,Dublin Widow and member 22/04/2016 
Lily Shaughnessy Shankill,Dublin Widow and member 28/04/2016 
Mary Fleming Scariff,Clare Widow and member 28/04/2016 

DECEASED WIDOWS
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Reg. Number Status Name Station

22229A Garda Padraic Kelly Roscommon
00159G Sergeant Mary Flynn Dublin
23867H Garda Martin Tierney Kerry
19629M Garda Bernard McGovern Monaghan
20435H Chief Supt Jeremiah O’Sullivan Louth
24726L Garda Liam Mulgrew Dublin
00161K Sergeant Anne Thompson Kildare
21349G Garda Michael Moynihan Dublin
19876E Chief Supt Pat Sullivan Kerry
20247K Garda John Twiss Kerry
24278M Garda Michael Larkin Wicklow
22788K Garda Thomas Coller Dublin
22878H Garda John Territt Kildare
23528H Garda Edward Murphy Cork
20110C Garda Patrick Stones Waterford
24481C Sergeant Paul Quinn Kilkenny
22757K Garda Peter Mullen Longford
24281M Garda David Sheehy Dublin
21002A Garda Anthony Ryan Laois
24307H Garda James Kelly Laois
20785C Sergeant Martin Finnan Donegal
22525H Garda Michael Stapleton Dublin
24378G Garda Denis Mangan Limerick
24431G Garda Matthew Shovlin Donegal
21894D Garda Peter Culleton Wexford
24443M Garda Edward Brennan Wicklow
23039A Garda Philip McGovern Louth
00089B Sergeant Mary Corcoran Wicklow

GARDA RETIREMENTS

NAME STATION
P.J Clarke BALLINA
Malachy Bourke BALLINA
Nicholas Rowe CARLOW
Martin O’Connor CARLOW
Dan Stapleton CARLOW
John Gilligan CASTLEBAR
James Fraher CAVAN
Michael Burke CLARE
Aiden Harrington CLARE
Maurice Crotty CLONMEL
John Ryan CORK
Anne Kerins CORK
Margaret Olive Ryan CORK
Peter O’Reilly CORK
David Foley CORK
Kathleen O’Sullivan CORK
John J Leahy CORK
Maurice O’Connor CORK
Daniel J Allen CORK
Michael Keane CORK
Vincent O’Dwyer CORK
John Ryan CORK
Michael  O’Connell CORK WEST
David Moore DONEGAL NORTH
Gerard P. Smith DROGHEDA
Gerard Brennan DROGHEDA
Thomas Flynn DROGHEDA
Lua O’Scolai DUBLIN NORTH
Pat Spain DUBLIN NORTH
Mary Cassells DUBLIN SOUTH
Michael J Campbell DUBLIN SOUTH
Gerard O’Neill DUBLIN SOUTH
Denis Kettle DUBLIN SOUTH
Mary Guiney DUBLIN WEST
Martin O’Callaghan DUBLIN WEST
Pauline Devaney DUN LAOGHAIRE
John F Moran DUN LAOGHAIRE
Allan Dempsey DUNDALK
Patricia  Flynn DUNDALK
Philip McGovern DUNDALK
Rosemary O’Sullivan KILLARNEY
PJ O’Sullivan MALLOW
Colman Murphy MALLOW
Pat Sheridan MONAGHAN
Conor McDonnell MONAGHAN
Timothy Fitzgibbon NAAS
Carmel Crowley NAAS
Andrew Kavanagh NAAS
Austin Jennings NAAS
Donal O’Connor PORTLAOISE
Kieran G Kenny SLIGO
Mary Nolan THURLES
Christopher Noel Fallon THURLES
Bart Howard THURLES
Thomas Noonan TRALEE

NEW MEMBERS

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH  YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly 
‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of 

developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues 
or items of interest you would like to see included in the 
future, contact the General Secretary,  GSRMA House, 5 

Harrington St, Dublin 8; e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com 
or phone 01-4781525. 

NAME STATION
Noel F Burke TRALEE
Eoin Clifford WATERFORD
Stephen Geoghegan WEXFORD
David Flynn WEXFORD
Joe Murphy WEXFORD
Tim Coffey WEXFORD
David Lynch WEXFORD
Thomas J Brennan WEXFORD
Joe McCarthy WEXFORD
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Forename Surname Address REG / PENSION ## Date of Death
Joseph Conneely Dublin West 10780H 06/11/2015

David Devaney Dun Laoghaire 09351C 12/11/2015
Frank Burke Cork 14081C 12/11/2015
James McGloughlin Dublin West 16357M 17/11/2015
Ann Costello Tralee 000296H 19/11/2015
Eamonn Brosnan Castlebar 10208C 25/11/2015
Patrick Cassells Dublin South 10170B 01/12/2015
Michael Ennis Waterford 14999C 03/12/2015
Gerard Duggan Wexford 15482B 10/12/2015
James Nolan Limerick County 10607M 15/12/2015
John F. O’Sullivan Killarney 15830E 18/12/2015
Michael Bernard Lyden Sligo 15476H 22/12/2015
Edward Gordon Mallow 10329B 22/12/2015
John J Kelly Wexford 18159E 24/12/2015
John Neylon Dublin West 13260H 28/12/2015
PJ Fallon Roscommon 10622D 04/01/2016
Michael McGoldrick Dublin North 09525G 06/01/2016
Michael Guiney Dun Laoghaire 14343L 08/01/2016
Patrick O’Sullivan Mallow 16816E 08/01/2016
Timothy Leahy Clare 09688A 11/01/2016
Noel Nicholson Limerick County 18797F 17/01/2016
Michael O’Connor Tralee 13119K 19/01/2016
Timothy Hourihane Dublin West 15010L 20/01/2016
John Mooney Dublin West 09345K 22/01/2016
Paul O’Shea Dunlaoighre 13071M 22/01/2016
Frank Keaney Cork West 09506M 23/01/2016
John James Davis Dublin South 14171B 24/01/2016
Ciaran Lyndon Clare 10379K 10/02/2016
John Hernon Cork West 15469E 12/02/2016
Francis Lyons Clare 10489B 19/02/2016
John Naughton Dublin South 16071G 20/02/2016
Patrick J Morgan Dublin North 13014A 28/02/2016
Patrick Mc Govern Meath 13440F 04/03/2016
John C O’Sullivan Dublin North  09787L 05/03/2016
Laurence Wren Dublin West 09290H 10/03/2016
Oliver Dooley Bray 20565F 12/03/2016
Patrick O’Sullivan Dublin West 09727F 15/03/2016
Patrick Casey Cork 13386H 16/03/2016
Michael O’Keeffe Kildare North 21250D 24/03/2016
Evans Byrne Templemore 09465L 28/03/2016
Patrick Treanor Mullingar 11102C 04/04/2016
John Herlihy Limerick County 10930D 05/04/2016
Noel Flatley Dublin West 10409D 07/04/2016
Michael Duggan Dublin West 15188B 15/04/2016
Thomas P Giblin Clonmel 10692E 20/04/2016
Neil P Boyle Templemore 13063L 30/04/2016
Michael Mc Carthy Cavan 13216M 02/05/2016
William Duggan Dun Laoghaire 12713B 05/05/2016
John Cassidy Sligo 20837L 07/05/2016
Mathew Grady Dublin North 16701M 08/05/2016

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
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NOVEMBER 1955 CLASS 
Peter McHale (12945C), a regular 
reader of ‘Síocháin’ magazine, resides 
at Ocean View Road, Belmullet, 
Co. Mayo. He joined the Force in 
November 1955 and is anxious to trace 
a photograph of his class. If you can 
assist, contact him at 087-9598538. 
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AUTUMN SOCIAL OUTING TO SLIGO
The GSRMA Social Committee has organised a four-night break 
to Sligo on 19 September, with an amazing deal in The Great 
Southern Hotel, (pictured right). The cost is only €240 per 
person sharing, which includes four nights dinner, B&B, nightly 
entertainment, full use of leisure facilities and two day trips.
The hotel is ideally situated next to Sligo train station, and is in the 
heart of Sligo Town. Single supplement is €16 per night. 

*To book your place phone Marie Roche on 086-0854654  
or Joe Lynch on 086-2338603.

MAY 1957 CLASS 
Thomas Anthony Grimes (13199) who 
served at Pearse St Station, Dublin is 
anxious to obtain a photo of his class in 
the Garda Depot in May 1957. If you can 
assist, email: mil2ton@gmail.com

50TH CLASS REUNION IN PIPELINE
December A & B Class members, attested on 29 December 1966, 
are planning to join the October and November Classes (see page 
120 of Spring ‘Síocháin’ ) for a pre-Christmas REUNION. If you were 
a member of the December A or B Class phone Tim Doyle on 
086-8137417 or Noel McLoughlin on 087-2508958.

Members of December 1966 ‘A Class’
Front Row [l-r]: Brian O’Regan, Noel McLoughlin, Patrick Fox, Sgt 
Liam Wall, Sgt Shepard, Sgt Neil Boyle, Sgt Bob Maher, Frank 
McGrath and Andrew McMahon.
Middle Row [l-r]: Martin Concannon, Denis McSweeney, Michael 
Hoare, Tom O’Mahony, Gabriel Plower, Liam Clavin and Gerry 
Carroll.
Back Row [l-r]: Seamus Hanafin [RIP] Jim McCarthy, Hugh Tierney, 
Geoffrey Power, Michael Keaty, Con Kelleher and Noel McDonagh.
*If you have a photo of 1966 ‘B’ Class contact Tim Doyle.

December 1966 ‘A’ Class photo courtesy of Noel McLoughlin, 
Dublin North.

FEBRUARY 1962 CLASS 
Cork West Branch Secretary Pat 
O’ Leary, Scartagh, Clonakilty, Co. Cork, 
is anxious to trace a photograph of his 
February 1962 Class. If you can assist 
phone him on 086-8321372.

APRIL 1966 CLASS ‘A’
If you have a photograph of Class 
A, April 1966, post it to General 
Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 
Harrington Street, Dublin 8 or e-mail: 
gensec@gardaretired.com
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Toying with getting a car?
For a no frills, no fee loan at a great rate of 4.9% (5.0% APR*)

talk to us at St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union
Tel: 021 4313355 Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie Web: www.stpaulscu.ie

Plus up to €400 Cashback to members when purchasing new Ford or Hyundai.

Loans are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

*For a 5 year car loan at 5.0% APR variable interest rate the weekly repayments would be:

Amount Weekly Repayment Total Repayment Total Interest

€5,000 €21.68 €5,637.55 €637.55

€10,000 €43.37 €11,275.11 €1,275.11

€15,000 €65.05 €16,912.66 €1,912.66

€20,000 €86.73 €22,550.22 €2,550.22

St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Limited

Tel: 021 4313355 
Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie

Web: www.stpaulscu.ie
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Your savings have always
been safe as houses

If you bought your home ten or
fifteen years ago, the chances are

your mortgage is with a bank. Now you
have a choice. St. Raphael’s is the first credit 

union to offer mortgages. If you owe less than 
€300,000 on your home, you can transfer your 
mortgage to St. Raphael’s at a rate of 3.75%. 

 Fifty years of security.  Fifty years of leading the 
way. You have every reason to be proud of

St. Raphael’s - it’s your credit union.
Call our team of experts today on 0818 247 365.

...now your mortgage is too.

St. Raphael’s
GARDA CREDIT UNION

YOUR FINANCIAL FORCE

Web: www.straphaelscu.ie
Phone: 0818 24 7 365 or 01-4273900
Email: enquiries@straphaelscu.ie

APPLY NOW.
VARIABLE (3.82% APR*)

Representative example:
€200,000 loan repayable over 240 months.

240 monthly payments of €1,185.78.
Rate of interest 3.75% variable. Representative 3.82% APR*.

Total cost of credit/Total amount repayable €284,586.39

Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. You must be a member of St. Raphael’s for at least 12 months. Credit is only available to persons aged 18 or 
over. Loans are subject to repayment capacity and financial status. Security may be required. Loans can be repaid weekly/monthly. Rates and repayments 

are correct as at February 2016. St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. *APR means Annual Percentage Rate.

Warning - If you do not meet the repayments on your credit agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit 
rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future. Your home is at risk if you do not keep up payments on a mortgage or 

any other loan secured on it. The payment rates on this house loan may be adjusted by the lender from time to time.

BY PHONE CALL IN ONLINE

0818 247 365 www.straphaelscu.ie


