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The Audiology Clinic provides clinical diagnostic services to patient
suffering with hearing, tinnitus or balance (dizziness/vertigo) problem. 
All patients attending the clinic are seen by Deepak Kumar, Audiological
Scientist who specialises in assessing, diagnosing and managing 
hearing and balance disorder in adults and children. He is also expert 
in hearing aid evaluation and we prescribe hearing aid based on our 
diagnostic evaluation.

The Audiology Clinic locations:

• Suite 9, Vista Primary Care, Naas, Co Kildare

• The Meath Primary Care Centre, 4th Floor, Heytesbury St, Dublin 8

• The 4th Practice, Mallow Primary Healthcare Centre, Mallow, Co Cork

Hearing, Tinnitus, Balance

CONTACT US:

Tel: 083 3126299, 
Fax: 01 554 7353, 
Email: info@audiologyclinic.ie   
www.audiologyclinic.ie

DEEPAK KUMAR
BSH, MD(AM), MSc(ASc), MIAA
AUDIOLOGICAL SCIENTIST

Difficulty in balance, feeling dizzy, vertigo

Difficulty in hearing, unable to follow conversation in group/background noise

Difficulty hearing even with the hearing aid

Tinnitus or ringing sound in ear

Hyperacusis or sensitive to noise/sounds

The Audiology Clinic 
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ALL ‘MUCH ADO 
ABOUT NOTHING’!

Closely resembling the Shakespearean comedy ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, Budget 2017 
has also combined elements of robust hilarity with more serious meditations on honour, 
shame and court politics, according to GSRMA General Secretary Paschal Feeney.

Much Ado About Nothing’ was a comedic play by  
William Shakespeare written around 1598 or 1599.  

It is described by some as one of his best comedies, as it 
combined elements of robust hilarity with more serious 
meditations on honour, shame and court politics. 
     This is how I can best describe Budget 2017 delivered 
in October, which was to pave the way into 2017 and 
beyond. It was the ideal opportunity for the Government 
to undo the “wrong” inflicted upon us as retired public 
servants. 
     Absolutely nothing was done for retired public 
servants. The robust hilarity would be funny if it did bring 
with it the realisation that yet another year of austerity 
is being imposed on us. We are told by all the expert 
political and financial pundits that austerity is a thing of 
the past. Not so it seems if you are a retired member of 
An Garda Síochána. 
     In this issue of ‘Siochain’ my ‘In-House Report’ outlines 
the measly sum we can expect to reflect in our hard-
earned pensions from January next onwards. Since then 
industrial relations in An Garda Síochána has taken off. 
     The unthinkable almost became a reality – a police 
strike in Ireland. The doors of the Labour Relations 
Commission were flung open to facilitate a “deal”, to 
ensure the strike did not take place. An eleventh hour 
deal was put together and this is to be voted on by the 
staff association members of both the GRA and AGSI. We 
await that outcome. 

PUBLIC ENEMY NUMBER ONE
The Gardaí have become Public Enemy Number One this 
time, in terms of industrial relations because they have 
succeeded where others have failed. Now everyone is 
jumping on the bandwagon and all want a slice of the 
same cake. 
     When the staff associations were outside the tent 
when Lansdowne and Haddington were being agreed, 
the public service sector of ICTU were not demanding 
that they be allowed access to the table. Now, of course, 
they are exclaiming from the heights that this is not 
acceptable. It is obvious that each group must look after 

EDITORIAL

themselves. 
     The Irish Fiscal Authority has now entered the field 
warning that Government policies are making the 
economy less resilient to a new crisis. Hard choices have 
to be made in the event of additional public-sector pay 
increases, they will have to be offset by lower spending 
and higher taxes. 
     This propaganda is, of course, driven by the faceless 
officials in Merrion Street. While ICTU will look after 
themselves and the Garda Staff Associations will do 
likewise, we as the forgotten retired public servants must 
depend on the efforts of the Alliance of retired public 
servants. 
     This does not absolve all of us to strive to do what we 
can to restore our pensions in full. Negotiations between 
the Department of Public Sector Expenditure and Reform, 
the Minister and his officials have indicated that it will be 
possibly 2022 before we can expect full and complete 
restoration. 
     As I have outlined in the past, anomalies within FEMPI 
legislation continues and it seems will do so into the next 
decade. The message from Government is clear ‘if your 
income is above €65,000 this Government will continue 
to restore your pay and pension, but if are in the bracket 
between  €34,500 and below that magic threshold of  
€65,000 then you will continue to be squeezed’. 
Welcome to Ireland – the Land of Equality in 2017!
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

I extend my best wishes for Christmas 
to the members of the Garda Síochána 
Retired Members’ Association, and also to 
your families and friends. 
 I would like to thank you all for 
the valuable contribution you have made 
to our society throughout your working 
lives and for the ways in which so many 
of you continue to contribute your skills, 
knowledge and time for the enrichment of 
your communities. 
 Christmas gives us pause for 
reflection, and we as a nation have much 
to reflect upon in this centenary year. As 
we look back on 2016, we can be proud 
of the ways in which we have marked 
the events of 100 years ago, as well as the 
sacrifices of the brave men and women 
who took part in them.
 Like you, these people believed 
in participating actively in their society for the benefit of all, and I hope that their 
example will continue to inspire people in 2017 and beyond. 
 While Christmas is a time of joy and happiness for many, I am aware that 
for others it is a time that is overshadowed by loss or loneliness. My thoughts are 
particularly with those of you for whom this Christmas will be a difficult one, and I 
hope that 2017 will bring you cause for optimism and a renewed peace.
 I send you all warm greetings for this festive season and wish you a peaceful 
and fulfilling New Year.

Michael D. Higgins
Uachtarán na hÉireann
President of Ireland

REFLECTIONS UPON 
THIS CENTENARY YEAR

4  Síocháin 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Tá an Nollaig linn arís agus is iontach an t-am den 
bhliain é nuair atá muid ag ceiliúradh creidimh, 
clann agus cairde, agus ag caitheamh súl siar ar 
an mbliain atá thart agus na buntáistí a tháinig ár 
mbeallach. Guibhim Nollaig faoi shona agus faoi 
sháth daoibh go léir.

No duty of mine is more urgent than that of 
expressing my thanks to all those people who 
helped us during the past year. 
 To the Skylon Hotel in Dublin, who 
facilitated our major seminar last January, “On 
improving our Association and encouraging all 
our retired members to join in our fight for justice 
and recognition.” And for hosting the prize-giving 
ceremony for the winners of the short story 
competition, which the Central Committee organised this year, I say a big thank 
you.
 Special thanks to all our Branch Committees, who work so hard to 
provide services for  our members at local level and who help to increase 
the total membership of our Association in conjunction with our Central 
Committee, who are unceasing in their effort to provide better services to all 
our members.
 I send Christmas greetings to our funders, advertisers, the operational 
staff and all who work to produce and circulate our ‘Siochain’ magazine and all 
serving Garda colleagues and all Garda Associations.
 To all of our members, who suffered the loss of a loved one over the 
past year, or, who are sick or suffering ill health, worry or anxiety, may this 
Christmas ease your pain and worry and may you experience peace and hope in 
the New Year.

Nollaig agus bliain nua faoi shona daoibh go léir

Best wishes,

Matt Cosgrave
GSRMA President

A WORD OF THANKS FROM 
GSRMA PRESIDENT
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As we approach the festive period, I would like 
to take this opportunity to extend my warmest 
season’s greetings to you and your family, and to 
wish the many retired Garda members around 
the country an enjoyable and peaceful Christmas 
and New Year.
 I had the pleasure of meeting many of 
you throughout 2016, and I will continue in 
2017 to learn from your vast experience and 
knowledge garnered by years of dedicated, 
diligent service to our country as members of 
An Garda Síochána. 
 I know that Christmas can be a difficult 
period for many, especially for those who are 
unwell or those who have lost a loved one. For those of you suffering from ill health, 
on behalf of the entire Garda community I extend to you our heartfelt thoughts and 
good wishes for a speedy recovery. 
 I would also like to take a moment to remember former Garda members who 
are sadly no longer with us, as well as Garda Anthony Golden and Detective Garda 
Adrian Donohue who were tragically taken from us in the line of duty. 
 2016 was a year of change and rejuvenation within An Garda Síochána with 
many changes taking place. One of the highlights was the initiation of our ambitious 
Modernisation and Renewal Programme, which aims to make An Garda Síochána a 
world-class policing service. The year has also not been without its challenges. 
 However, the unwavering support of members and former members of An 
Garda Síochána has made our task easier and for this I want to thank you for your 
ongoing contribution to our great and ever-evolving police and security service. 
 I wish you, and your families, a happy, healthy and prosperous 2017, and I 
hope you have a wonderful Christmas and New Year. 
 
Guím Nollaig shíochánta agus Athbhliain shone daoibh go léir.”

Yours sincerely,

Noirín O’Sullivan
Garda Commissioner

A YEAR OF CHANGE AND 
REJUVENATION

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
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NATIONAL AMBULANCE SERVICE COLLEGE
Rivers Building, Tallaght Cross, Tallaght, Dublin 24 

Telephone: 01-4631653   Email: nasc@hse.ie

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory 
pre-hospital emergency and intermediate care provider 
for the State.

The NAS provides patients with a clinically appropriate 
and timely pre-hospital care and transportation service.

The National Ambulance Service College (NASC) 
delivers education and training to all new entrants to the 
service.

This training ranges from induction programmes, driver 
training, call taker and paramedic training to new 
recruits and dispatch training for call taker progression 
and advanced paramedic training for paramedics. 
Additionally the NASC are involved in the delivery of 
emergency care training as outlined below:
 
• Cardiac First Response (CFR) Programme
• Cardiac First Response – Advanced
• Cardiac First Response – Instructor Programme
• Emergency First Response Programme
• Emergency First Response Instructor Programme
• Emergency Medical Technician Programme
• Major Emergency Response Training
• Pre Hospital Trauma Life Support Programme 

(PHTLS)
• Paediatric Education for Pre-Hospital Providers 

Programme (PEPP)
• Neo-Natal Resuscitation Programme (NRP)
• Geriatric Education for Emergency Medical Services 

(GEMS)

• Manual Handling/Moving People
• Tutor Development Programme
• Assistant Tutor Development Programme
• Paramedic Programme
• Advanced Paramedic Programme
• Advanced Medical Life Support Programme
• Certified Call Taker Training
• Certified Dispatcher training
• Driver Training Programme
• STORM – provider
• Human Factors/Crew Resource Management- 

Training
• Management of Aggressive and Potentially 

Aggressive Behaviour (MAPA)

National Ambulance Service College - 
Providers of Emergency Care Training 

– to HSE National Ambulance Service, Defence Forces, 
An Gardaí Siochana (specialist units) 
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As Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality, 
it is my privilege and pleasure on behalf of the 
Government, to wish the members of the Garda 
Síochána Retired Members’ Association and their 
families a happy and peaceful Christmas. 
 Reflecting on the past 12 months brings 
to mind the wonderful commemorations of the 
centenary of the Easter Rising that took place 
throughout the country. Members of An Garda 
Síochána did themselves proud, as always, in 
playing their part in ensuring that the events were 
occasions of joy and cherished memories for all 
those who attended. 
 Such occasions give us pause to consider the road that we have travelled over 
the last 100 years, to take some pride in what we have achieved as a country, and to 
imagine what the next 100 years might bring.
 An Garda Síochána has evolved since the foundation of the State and will 
continue to do so over the coming years to meet the changing needs of Irish society. 
In order to do so it must, of course, have the people and facilities to meet the 
challenges posed by those intent on doing harm. 
I am very pleased that the Government has, for the first time, agreed an overall 
vision for the Garda workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021 comprising 15,000 
Garda members, 2,000 Reserve members and 4,000 civilians to provide critical 
support services. 
 Accelerated recruitment to reach these numbers is underway with some 
3,200 trainee Gardaí needed over the next five years to replenish the ranks and to 
provide visible and responsive policing to everyone as they go about their lives. 
 This increase in the Garda workforce will be complemented by a substantial 
programme of investment in resources across the board including some €205 
million in additional funding for ICT infrastructure, €46 million for new Garda 
vehicles and a programme of station building and refurbishment. 
 Undoubtedly the financial crisis years adversely affected investment in An 
Garda Síochána and it is right that we seek to rectify that situation now.
 Christmas is a time to celebrate with family and friends, but it can also 
be a sad time for many as we remember loved ones who have passed away. It is at 
such times that the great support within the extended Garda family, including your 
Association, can come into its own and bring comfort. 
 My best wishes for the New Year. I hope that it is a healthy and prosperous 
one for you all.

Frances Fitzgerald, TD
Tánaiste and Minister for Justice and Equality

ACCELERATION IN RECRUITMENT 
AND RESOURCES

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) wrote this little verse about 
Christmas:
“Glory be to God on high – And Peace on Earth descend
God comes down, He bows the sky – He shows Himself our 
Friend.”

And our own retired Sgt Paddy Farrell penned this little verse for 
me:
“Christmas is a lovely time, but can be lonely too
Just think of those who’re left alone, while you are passing through.
If you look around the table, and you see a vacant chair
Just say a prayer to Jesus for the friend who once sat there.
‘Tis a time when exiled folk do think of home and kith and kin
So send a card or make a call, to kindle friendship yet again….”

Pope Benedict XVI said some years ago: “God is our friend because he shows us his face in 
Jesus.  God’s sign is simplicity. His sign is the baby. He makes himself small for us. This is 
how he reigns. He made himself small so that we could understand him, welcome him and 
love him.
 “The child of Bethlehem directs our gaze towards all children who suffer, children 
who suffer war, children who are unaccompanied migrants, children who drown in the sea 
trying to escape violence, children who are used as soldiers in a violent world, children who 
suffer abuse of any kind.
“The God who has become small appeals to us to respect the dignity of every child.  When 
God became a child He also became our neighbour.  If God became our neighbour it 
becomes clear how we are to treat all our neighbours no matter where they come from. We 
are to treat them with the respect due to a child of God.
 “We see God’s image in our neighbour from the youngest to the oldest, from the 
babe in the womb to the old person who is about to depart this life.  We see God in the poor 
because of the God who became poor for us.”
 God bless all of our Gardaí, serving and retired. On behalf of my colleagues at Mount 
Argus and on my own behalf, I wish you a very happy, peaceful and blessed Christmas and 
New Year. 

Fr Joe Kennedy
Garda Chaplain
Mount Argus, Dublin.

GOD’S BLESSINGS ON ALL OF 
OUR GARDAI

12  Síocháin 
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CORK CITY BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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On Wednesday 26 October, the Branch Committee 
held their Autumn Coffee Morning at Coppinger’s Bar 
in Midleton, which was a central location for retired 
members living in East Cork. All relaxed in the posh 
new premises while staff provided a lovely service. It 
was the first time the committee extended a GSRMA 

service to members in Carrigtwohill, Cobh, Glanmire, 
Killeagh, Midleton and Youghal. Dan Mullins 
extended a vote of thanks to the Branch Committee 
and everyone is looking forward to a return visit in 
2017.

Pictured at Jameson Distillery in Midleton on 26 October (l-r): John Quinn, Pat Daly, John Power, Mick O Connor, Mark Nolan, Joe Nash, 
Pat Cleary, Jerry O’ Brien, Willie Doyle, Mossie Galvin, Brid Doyle, Gerry O Donoghue, Phyllis McCarthy, Flor Horan, P.J. Brennan, Richard 
Meagher, Mick Dineen, Dan Mullins, Leslie Rice, Barry O’Connor and Tim Bowe. (Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch)

CORK WEST BRANCH

The Annual Garda Mass was celebrated at 
the Presentation Convent Chapel, Bandon, 
on Thursday 27 October. The celebrant was 
Fr Pat Stevenson P.P. Crosshaven. A choir, 
which comprised of members, widows and 
family members, was under the direction of 
Ms Patricia O’Sullivan, daughter of former 
Branch Chairman Michael O’Sullivan. After 
the Mass the crowd adjourned to the Munster 
Arms Hotel for lunch. 
    The entertainment provided and the 
sharing of stories was enjoyed by everyone. 
This annual event, where deceased loved 
ones and colleagues are remembered, 
is looked forward to by retired members. 
Our Spring 2017 outing will take us to the 
Kingdom of Kerry, with a trip to Killarney 
arranged for 24-25 April, with our travellers 
staying in the elegant Brehon Hotel for those 
two nights. For further details contact John 
Mullins on 087-3288367.

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

Over the last few months the branch established a ‘Panel 
of Friends’ and 14 volunteers have undergone training 
and will be able to assist with welfare issues for GSRMA 
members.  This ‘Panel of Friends’ is similar to the peer 
support currently in operation for serving Gardaí.
    Frank Fitzpatrick is our Dublin North GSRMA Rep on 
the DMR Divisional Welfare Committee’s at Ballymun and 
Store Street where the idea has received great support. 
A Mission Statement is drafted and branch areas are 
assigned to individual volunteers. A formal launch date 
will be arranged in the near future.
Meanwhile, the monthly coffee morning continues to 
take place in the Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra on the last 
Tuesday of every month, starting at 11am. So, please 
come along, enjoy the tea and coffee, and the support of 
friends.
    And if you’re a card player, visit the Skylon Hotel every 
Wednesday evening for the weekly game of ‘25’. Special 
thanks to all who attended our Annual Christmas lunch 
last week. 
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On the morning of Tuesday 11 October, a group 
assembled at Westmanstown Sport Centre 
before setting off on a day trip to Kilkenny. 
Our first stop-off was at Newbridge Silverware 
where we had coffee, tea and scones and there 
was also some time for retail therapy. We then 
headed off to Kilkenny, arriving in the Marble City 
at 1.30pm. 
    We had free time to move around and look 
at the sights of this beautiful city. At 4pm we 
were taken on a conducted tour of Rothe House 
where an excellent guide gave a great account 
of this medieval building. We then went on the 
Smithwick’s Experience, which was a most 
interesting tour as Smithwick’s is the oldest 
brewery in Ireland, and of course we sampled 
some of its excellent products. 
    Across the road at La Rivista Restaurant we 
enjoyed a lovely meal. Head chef and partner at 
La Rivista is Theresa Maguire, a daughter of our 

DUBLIN WEST BRANCH

colleague Liam Houlihan.
    Later, we boarded our bus to head home, arriving at 
Westmanstown Sports Centre at 10pm. Everyone was 
delighted with the day and a round of appreciation was 
given to Mick Byrne, Barbara Kenny and Mick Griffin who 
organised the lovely trip.

The fourth annual Adrian Donohue Memorial Gaelic 
Tournament was held at St Patrick’s GAA Grounds at 
Lordship, Dundalk Co Louth on Saturday 8 October 
2016. This is Adrian’s adopted club and one of the 
pitches is named ‘Adrian Donohue Park’. 
    The tournament involves St Patrick’s GAA Club, 
Louth Garda, Crosserlough, (Adrian’s home club) 
and Caroline’s home team from Co. Clare. (Adrian’s 
wife and GSRMA member). It’s been a great success 
and is a fitting tribute to a great colleague who was 
deeply involved with his local GAA club. 
    The local GSRMA branch very kindly donated 
€100 towards the 2016 competition and GSRMA 
House also donated €100, both donations of 
which were greatly appreciated by the organising 
committee.
    Dundalk’s GSRMA Members would also like thank 
the GSRMA Central Committee for their generous 
donation of €500 towards the Tony Golden Trust 
Fund. In the wake of Tony’s murder there has been 

DUNDALK BRANCH

a huge fund-raising drive in Blackrock and Dundalk, 
which will go towards the educational fund for his 
children. 
    A presentation night to hand over the funds on 
Thursday 17 November was attended by GSRMA 
President and General Secretary, who travelled to 
Blackrock Garda Station to hand over the GSRMA 
donation.

In Dungloe, Co. Donegal, Joe Joyce realised a boyhood dream last August at the 
National Masters Athletic Championships held in Tullamore when he won gold 
medals in the shot-putt, the discuss and the 28lb shot. 
    This was some achievement for our GSRMA Ambassador in the 70-80 years 
category. A native of Ballyvary, Castlebar, Co. Mayo, Joe joined the Force in 
May 1961. Congrats to Joe from all in the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ 
Association.

DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH

Pictured at the presentation of GSRMA’s donation to Dundalk Garda 
Station (l-r): Garda Damien Welby, Aidan Costelloe (GSRMA Dundalk), 
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave, Sgt Vincent O’Connell, Paddy 
O’Connor and Jim Lane (GSRMA Dundalk), Dave McVeigh (PSNI on 
secondment) and GSRMA General Secretary Paschal Feeney.
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On Tuesday 14 September, 33 branch members set-
off in glorious sunshine for a day trip to Kilkenny and 
the Marble City did not disappoint. Our first port of 
call was a guided tour of Kilkenny Castle, which has 
been beautifully restored, and the tour provided an 
excellent insight into the history of this lovely building.
    Following our visit to the castle the group retired for 
lunch at the Kilkenny Design Centre.  After lunch we 
took a short walk to Smithwick’s Brewery for a guided 

tour of the Kilkenny Smithwick’s Experience.
    Our guide was very knowledgeable and took us 
through every step involved in the process of the craft 
of making Smithwick’s, and the pint at the end of the 
tour was very tasty. Having completed the tour, we 
departed Kilkenny and rounded off our day trip with 
an enjoyable four-course dinner at the Keadeen Hotel 
Newbridge.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH

LIMERICK CITY BRANCH
On 30 August, a large group 
from Limerick City Branch set off 
for a day trip to Dublin with the 
opportunity to get a guided tour of 
Glasnevin Cemetery and a visit to 
Collins Barracks.
    The group of 43, which included 
four from our county branch, 
enjoyed a very informative tour of 
Glasnevin Cemetery, provided by 
our guide Bridget who we highly 
recommend.
    Following a lovely lunch at 
the Ashling Hotel the group 
visited Collins Barracks, which 
is worth a full day’s outing to 
see the wonderful collection of 
memorabilia that form part of our 
history. 

    The outing would not be complete without stopping over at a well-
known restaurant and watering hole, ‘Matt the Thresher’ at Birdhill with 
entertainment provided by our own Pat Keating on squeeze box and 
singers Denis O’Callaghan Cormac Hurley, Pat Vaughan and J.P. Murphy. 
Branch Secretary Pat Connolly thanks all who travelled for their co-
operation.

THURLES BRANCH
Congratulations to Bob Maher, Thurles GSRMA Branch Secretary, 
on receiving a prestigious award from the Thurles Division of the 
St Vincent de Paul (SVP) Society. The SVP Society celebrated 140 
years existence in the cathedral town and to mark the occasion they 
presented Bob, a stalwart and long-serving member, with a special 
medal and scroll. Con Ryan, Master of Ceremonies stated: “The 
retired Garda Sergeant has been a real rock for the Thurles SVDP 
and his diligence, sense of fairness and discreet nature ensured the 
society work was carried out in a most effective manner.”

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Síocháin   19



* IPOS September 2015

*

00963 Bulmers Countermount Ad DII.indd   1 01/11/2016   12:04



Síocháin   21

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Local TD Martin Heydon happily attended our coffee 
morning in September. With a very good turnout the 
main questions from our members related to pension 
restoration. 
    Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, 
addressed the group and we had a very interesting 
debate regarding pensions and matters relating to 
same. The consensus was that Martin Heydon gave 
some clarity to our questions and answered them in a 
straight manner.
    Following an invitation to visit Dàil Eireann from 
Deputy Heydon, our coach headed off for Dublin on 26 
October, and we also decided to visit the Natural History 
Museum. The Dàil tour was most interesting and it was 
great to sit in to see our ministers and senators at work. 
The tour is well worth doing and our guide John was 
very informative. 
    Leinster House is a magnificent building and dates 
back to 1745 when it was known as Kildare House after 

James Fitzgerald the Earl of Kildare.  When he became 
Duke of Leinster in 1766 the house was renamed 
Leinster House.  After the establishment of the Irish 
Free State in 1922 the Government obtained a part of 
Leinster House for parliamentary use, the entire building 
was acquired in 1924. 
    Deputy Heydon met us and we did another bit of 
lobbying regarding pensions and he explained the 
workings of the house. Our group thoroughly enjoyed 
the visit and are most grateful for the invitation. A light 
lunch was enjoyed in Buswells Hotel. Our museum visit 
was very interesting, with many members noting that 
they had not been there for many years.

Bowling: Bowling continues to be successful as ever, if 
you have never ventured, you are encouraged to make 
a trip on any Wednesday morning at 11am to K-Bowl 
and you will be assured of a great hour of fun and good 
company.

NAAS BRANCH

John Coady is 
credited with 
organising the Ten 
Pin Bowling League 
that commenced at 
the bowling alley near 
Wexford Town on 
Thursday 6 October. 
The league, which 
continues during the 
winter months, has 
brought a competitive 
edge to proceedings 
this season and all 
are delighted that a 
team league system 
is in operation. Come 
out and enjoy this new 
sport, meet retired 
colleagues and make 
new friends!
    Over 20 hardy 
souls enjoyed our 
trip to Johnstown Castle (outside Wexford Town) 
on Thursday 13 October. As we assembled the rain 
began to fall and we retired to the restaurant for 
refreshments and bonding before our unscheduled 
guided tour of the agricultural museum in the grounds 
by Peter Miller. (He’s no relation to our chairman 
Tom!) 
    There is a huge array of agricultural tractors, 
machinery and farm-work implements on show and 

is well worth including in a visit to the venue. As the 
rain had ceased we took in the beauty of Johnstown 
Castle and grounds but failed to have sufficient time 
to visit the walled garden. The real beauty can be 
best appreciated during the summer months.
    Our work on the history of the Gardaí in County 
Wexford is progressing slowly and we are still seeking 
information of any kind to assist with our research. 
Please contact Tony Fagan, Branch Secretary on 
087-8113936, if you can assist.

WEXFORD BRANCH

Wexford group enjoy a visit the Agriculture Museum and grounds at Johnstown Castle near Wexford. 
(Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford)
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GSRMA CHRISTMAS DRAW WINNERS

The Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
wish to congratulate the following members who were €500 prize 
winners in our Christmas Draw:
1. Senan M. O’Sullivan, Fortfield, Raheen, Limerick.
2. Tom Horgan, Hill Crest, Clogherhead, Co. Louth.
3. Michael J. Gleeson, Ballygraigue, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
4. James J. Donoghue, Montree, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.
5. John Canty, Kilmeedy Village, Co. Limerick.

REGION BRANCH AGM TIME VENUE
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER CAVAN 23-Feb 8:00 p.m. Farnham Arms Hotel, Main Street, Cavan
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER DONEGAL NORTH 13-Mar 7.30 pm Arena 7, Letterkenny
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER DONEGAL SOUTH 14-Mar 7.30 pm The Abbey Hotel, Donegal
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER GALWAY 10-Feb 6.00 pm Salthill Hotel, Galway
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER TUAM 27-Mar 11:00 a.m. Ard Ri House Hotel, Tuam
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER BALLINA 21-Mar 8.00 pm Merry Monk, Ballina
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER CASTLEBAR 22-Mar 8.00 pm Travellers’ Hotel, Castlebar
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER MONAGHAN 22-Feb 3:00 p.m. Iontas, Castleblayney
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER ROSCOMMON 28-Mar 8:00 p.m. Hannon’s Hotel, Roscommon Town
CONNAUGHT/ULSTER SLIGO 02-Feb 8:00 p.m. The Embassy Rooms, Sligo Town
DUBLIN DUBLIN NORTH 28-Feb 11:00 a.m. Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra
DUBLIN DUBLIN SOUTH 23-Mar 10.30am Spawell Complex, Tallaght
DUBLIN DUBLIN WEST 07-Feb 8:00 p.m. Westmanstown
DUBLIN DUN LAOGHAIRE 01-Mar 11:00 a.m. Bakers Corner
LEINSTER CARLOW 07-Mar 8:00 p.m Garda Station Carlow
LEINSTER KILDARE NORTH 06-Feb 8:00 p.m. Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Co. Kildare
LEINSTER NAAS 08-Feb 8:00 p.m Reyston, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
LEINSTER KILKENNY 27-Jan 7.30 pm Clubhouse Hotel, Kilkenny
LEINSTER PORTLAOISE 20-Feb 8:00 p.m Portlaoise Garda Station
LEINSTER LONGFORD 01-Feb 8:00 p.m. John Browns Pub , Market Square, Longford 
LEINSTER DROGHEDA 01-Mar 11:00 a.m. Barcican Theatre, Drogheda
LEINSTER DUNDALK 15-Feb 8:00 p.m. Kennedy’s Bar, Carrick Road
LEINSTER MEATH 09-Feb 4.00 pm County Club Dunshaughlin
LEINSTER OFFALY 02-Mar 8:00 p.m. Tullamore Garda Station
LEINSTER ATHLONE 08-Feb 12:00 p.m Shamrock Lodge Hotel, Athlone.
LEINSTER MULLINGAR 08-Mar 11:00 a.m. Annebrook House Hotel, Mullingar
LEINSTER WEXFORD 16-Feb 8:00 p.m. IFA Centre, Millpark Road, Enniscorthy 
LEINSTER BRAY 07-Mar 3.30 pm Strand Hotel, Bray
LEINSTER WICKLOW 08-Feb 2.30 pm Wicklow Golf Club, Wicklow
MUNSTER CLARE 22-Feb 6.00 pm Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis
MUNSTER CORK WEST 22-Feb 7.45 pm The Parkway Hotel, Dunmanway
MUNSTER CORK 23-Feb 8.00 pm Rochestown Park Hotel, Douglas
MUNSTER FERMOY 22-Feb 11.00 am Grand Hotel, Fermoy
MUNSTER MALLOW 08-Feb 8:00 p.m. O’Keeffe’s (Back Lounge) Main Street
MUNSTER KILLARNEY 06-Feb 7.30 pm Killarney Oaks Hotel Muckross Rd Killarney 
MUNSTER TRALEE 02-Mar 8.00 pm Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee
MUNSTER LIMERICK 07-Feb 8.00 pm Strand Hotel, Limerick
MUNSTER LIMERICK COUNTY 03-Mar 11:00 a.m. Rathkeale House Hotel, Rathkeale, Co.Limerick
MUNSTER CLONMEL 22-Feb 3:00 p.m. Hearns Hotel,Clonmel
MUNSTER NENAGH 20-Feb 8:00 p.m. Abbey Court Hotel, Nenagh
MUNSTER TEMPLEMORE 22-Feb 8:00 p.m. Templemore Arms Hotel, Templemore
MUNSTER THURLES 23-Feb 8.30 pm St. Vincent’s Day Care Centre, Thurles
MUNSTER DUNGARVAN 14-Feb 11.30am Park Hotel, Dungarvan
MUNSTER WATERFORD 14-Feb 8.00 pm Garda Station Waterford

SCHEDULE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS FOR 2017

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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GET YOUR FLU VACCINE NOW.

For more information, talk to your GP or Pharmacist

EVERY YEAR FLU
CAUSES SEVERE
ILLNESS AND DEATH.
IF YOU
ARE:
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Pregnant A health care
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IT’S A LIFESAVER
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Flu affects people of all ages, with outbreaks occurring 
almost every year. Flu symptoms come on suddenly 

with a fever, muscle aches, headache and fatigue. 
    This is different from a cold which is a much less 
severe illness compared to flu. A cold usually starts 
gradually with a sore throat and a blocked or runny nose. 
Symptoms of a cold are generally mild compared to flu.
    In some instances, flu can be severe and can cause 
serious illness and death. Serious breathing complications 
can develop, including pneumonia and bronchitis, to 
which older people and those with certain chronic 
medical conditions are particularly susceptible. 
    Data from the 2014/2015 influenza season shows 
that nationally 978 cases of flu were hospitalised and 53 
were admitted to ICU. Those aged 65 and older, children 
under 4 years of age and those with long term medical 
conditions and pregnant women are at particular risk. 
    Each year the seasonal (annual) flu vaccine contains 
three common flu virus strains. The flu virus changes 
each year, so this is why a new flu vaccine has to be 
given.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The best way to prevent flu is to get the flu vaccine. The 
vaccine is recommended for:
• Persons aged 65 and older.
• Those aged six months and older with a long-term 

health condition such as;
• Chronic medical illness requiring regular follow 

up including chronic cardiovascular, respiratory, 
hepatic, and neurological disease, diabetes 
mellitus and haemoglobinopathies.

• Immunosuppression due to illness or treatment.
• Down Syndrome.
• Morbid obesity cases, (body mass index over 40).
• Children with moderate to severe 

neurodevelopmental disorders.
• Children on long-term aspirin therapy (risk of 

Reye’s syndrome).

• Pregnant women (vaccine can be given at any stage 
of pregnancy).

• Residents of nursing homes and other long stay 
institutions.

• Carers and Healthcare workers.

Vaccination should ideally be undertaken in late 
September or October each year. Flu vaccines have been 
used for more than 60 years worldwide and are very 
safe. Flu vaccine contains killed or inactivated viruses and 
therefore cannot cause flu. It does, however, take 10-14 
days for the vaccine to start protecting you against flu.

• The vaccine and consultation are free to those within 
the recommended groups who have a medical card 
or GP Visit Card.

• GPs charge a consultation fee for seasonal flu 
vaccine to those who do not have a medical card or 
GP Visit Card. 

More information is available from your GP, public health 
nurse or pharmacist. 
    While www.immunisation.ie provides details about 
flu vaccination, along with answers to any questions you 
may have about flu.

Influenza vaccine remains the best protection against 
influenza and is recommended by all major expert bodies 
including the WHO, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control and the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee, the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland. 

Pneumococcal vaccine: If you are over 65 or have a 
long-term medical condition you should also ask your 
doctor about the pneumococcal vaccine, which protects 
against pneumonia, if you have not previously received it. 
Both the flu vaccine and the pneumococcal vaccine can 
be given at the same time.

THE FACTS ABOUT 
SEASONAL 

FLU VACCINE
The best way to prevent influenza (flu) is to get the flu vaccine, which is recommended for 
individuals aged 65 and older. This highly infectious acute respiratory illness is caused by the 
flu virus. 

HSE IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGN
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APPLYING ‘PARITY’ 
TO GARDA PENSIONS

The question being asked by everyone is 
‘what percentage of the increase in Garda 
Pay under the new deal we will get as Garda 
pensioners?’ Many of you are calling and 
mentioning Index linking while others are 
mentioning the old chestnut ‘parity’, writes 
Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

IN HOUSE REPORT

Garda pensions were never index-linked to Garda 
pay, but there is a custom and practice whereby 

‘parity’ was applied to Garda pensions, where the serving 
members got an increase in basic pay. 
    Government is intent on breaking this parity link. It is 
a policy of this Government that there is no automatic 
rule that where those in service in the public service get 
an increase in pay, their former colleagues (now retired) 
would get half of that increase in their pensions.
    This custom and practice was last applied on foot of 
the last National Wage Agreement, entitled ‘Towards 
2016’. There has been no national wage agreement since 
2006, only a reduction in both wages and pensions, with 
various levies and penalties applied, both to serving and 
retired people. In mid-June 2006, the Sustaining Progress 
National Partnership Social Partnership Agreement was 
finalised and has been called ‘Towards 2016’.
    What is of interest to us as retired Gardaí is the 
introduction of primary legislation in 2012. This is called 
the Public Service Pensions (Single Scheme and Other 
Provisions) Act 2012. Sections 46; 47 and 48 have not 
been implemented by Government as yet. 
    So, this is enabling legislation and only requires a 
Ministerial Commencement Order to give it effect. If these 
rules are implemented then the Minister ‘May’ if he so 
chooses, to apply the “Consumer Price Index (CPI) rule to 
pension increases rather than the old parity rule of half 
what serving people get, in relation to the present Garda 
‘Deal’”.

PENSION RESTORATION
Most of these proposed increases are wrapped up in 
Allowances.  The only aspect of the deal IF accepted by 
both Garda Staff Associations is the proposed increase 
in Rent Allowance. It would then be our task to lodge 

a claim and 
hopefully get 
an increase by 
way of half of 
that increase. 
Nothing 
is certain, 
and I would 
anticipate a 
difficult period 
in attempting 
to achieve that objective as Garda pensioners. 
    However, we must bear in mind it is the firm policy 
of GSRMA that the link to parity remains, it is a clear 
objective and set out in Goal 1 of our new Strategic Plan 
2016-2022. January 2017 will see the next phase of what 
is called the gradual restoration of pensions to us. 
    I carried this feature in the Winter 2015 edition of 
‘Siochain’ magazine. Again many of you are asking for it 
to be repeated. Remember this has nothing to do with 
rank, it all has to do with the amount you actually receive 
in your pension.

Restoration 2016
Retired Pre 1/3/2012
Gross Pension  Retired before 1 March 2012
   €

14,000   120
16,000   240
18,000   360
20,000   402
25,000   402
30,000   402
32,000   402
35,000-Upwards  400
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Retired 1/3/2012 to 1/7/2013 - One Pension Cut.
This pension cut applied only to pensions over €32,500. 
As before, if the amount cut is less than €400 there is 
restoration only of the amount cut.
Gross Pension Retired after 1 March 2012
  -Restoration
  € 
     35,000 399 
     40,000 399 
     50,000 399 
     60,000 399 
     70,000 399 
     80,000 399 

   100,000 399 

2017 Pension Restoration
This follows the model outlined in 2016. All that changes 
are the figures.

Retired Pre 1/3/2012
   Restoration
Gross Pension
   €

20,000   78
25,000   408
30,000   498
32,000   498
35,000 +  500
 
Retired 1/3/2012 to 1/7/2013 - One Pension Cut
   Restoration
Gross Pension
   €

35,000   171
40,000   301
50,000   401
60,000+  501

Summary 2017: Those on pensions below €20,000 who 
had retired by 1/3/2012 have full pension restoration in 
2016 as did those who retired 1/3/2012 to 17/2013 on 
pensions up to €35,000. In summary, in 2016 a Garda 
pensioner gets back either€500 (within €1 or €2) or 
the amount of pension cut not already restored in 2016, 
whichever is smaller. 

2018 Pension Restoration (Retired Pre 1/3/2012)
   Restoration
Gross Pension 
   €

     30,000  360
     32,000  540
     35,000+  780

Retired 1/3/2012 to 1/7/2013 - One Pension Cut 
   Restoration
Gross Pension
   €

40,000   20
50,000   220
60,000+  420

The same principle applies that only pension cuts may 
be restored. At a pension of €50,000 and retiring after 
1/3/2012 and before 1/7/2013 pension cuts will be 
restored. Those on pensions below €30,000 who had 
retired by 1/3/2012 have full pension restoration in 2017 
as did those who retired 1/3/2012 to 17/2013 on pensions 
up to €40,000.

Impact of the pension restoration up to and 
including 2018: The changes to the pension-related 
deduction on public service pensions up to €34,132 
will fully unwind the cuts for 80% of public service 
pensioners. 

The remaining 20% are in the following pension 
bands:
34,132 – 40,000  16,800 pensioners
40,000 – 50,000 10, 100 pensioners
50,000 – 60,000 3, 100 pensioners
60,000 – 70,000  800 pensioners
70,000 – 80,000  700 pensioners
80,000 – 90,000  300 pensioners
90,000 – 100,000 200 pensioners
Above 100,000   500 pensioners

I have great difficulty with the propaganda of successive 
governments stating, with some degree of self-
applauding, that pensions are being restored! In my view 
this is all a myth. If pensions were being restored, even 
gradually as is being proclaimed, then it only stands to 
reason that the PSPR should cease. 
    However, this is far from the case. In 2017 the average 
Garda pensioner will receive the princely sum of between 
€400 and €500 for the year. You will continue to pay 
your PSPR and that can range from amounts in excess of 
€4,000 per annum. Likewise, note that serving TDs will 
receive €5,000 by way of part restoration of their pay in 
2017.  
    Great bluster is being made that Ministers have turned 
down their restoration increase, but that is to hide the 
fact that they will continue to receive the €5,000 element 
as they are all TDs primarily.

New Public Service Pay Commission: GSRMA sought 
representation on the new Commission through the 
offices of An Taoiseach and Minister for Public Service 
Expenditure and Reform. We did not succeed in getting a 
place, but instead we have been invited to make 





submissions to the new Public Service Pay Commission.
All of these details are posted on the GSRMA website 
www.gardaretired.com. This will be the prime objective in 
2017 for the GSRMA Central Committee, both collectively 
with the Alliance of Retired Public Servants, and separately 
as the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.

MOBILE PHONE OFFER
Garda members who are out of contract can now 
upgrade to the €19.99 plan from €16.61.
Three has launched a range of new exclusive phone 
offers for the public sector that are also open to friends 
and family.  For example, €28.91 (including VAT) with 
unlimited calls and texts, 5GB Domestic Data; 100 
international minutes; 100 international texts plus a new 
free phone. 
    For more information and a list of handsets feel free 
to email Jennifer Mahony, Three Business, anytime at 
jennifer@threegovstaff.com or direct dial on 01-6876021.

RIC/DMP COMMEMORATIVE COIN
A Commemorative Limited Edition coin is being produced 
by the group that organised the Interdenominational 
Service in August to remember all members of the 
police forces killed in the line of duty. The coin will 
commemorate the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP). 
    The coin shows on the obverse the badges of both 
Police Forces with the words Harp Society and the 
inscription ‘Founded 2013’ and on the reverse side is 

a Harp on a bed of Shamrocks, with the inscription 
‘Historical & Reconciliatory Police Society’, with the motto 
‘Honour, Truth Loyalty and Founded 2013’.

SOCIAL WELFARE ADVICE
As you are aware I have launched a new service for 
GSRMA members, and have enlisted the services of one 
Kevin Kelly, a retired AP in Social Welfare. Kevin shall 
assist GSRMA members in assessing their entitlements 

for a Contributory/Old Age 
Pension at 66 years of age, or 
indeed some members who 
may have passed the age 
threshold but may be unaware 
of their entitlements. 
    The criteria for qualification 
for a Contributory Old Age 
Pension have changed 
considerably since 2012, 
with further adjustments in 
2014, likewise to now qualify 
those who have commenced 
contributions (Class A 
contributions) prior to their 
56th birthday.
    Our first day (6 December 
2016) was advertised and 
booked out within 20 minutes. 
Kevin Kelly will make an 
assessment after the first day 
to see how we will handle 
the situation.  As I go to press 
I now have a waiting list to 
fill seven full days. If you are 
interested and feel you may 
qualify for a Contributory Old 

Age Pension, or indeed your spouse may qualify, then let 
us know, and we will add you to the waiting list. To do 
this contact the office on 01-4781525 or forward email to 
info@gardaretired.com. 
    The initial consultation at GSRMA House shall be 
free, to all GSRMA members. If interested in attending I 
suggest you apply online for your Social Welfare record, 
and come to your appointment equipped with this 
information, so that Kevin can make an initial assessment 
as to whether you may qualify for an additional pension.

THREE EXCLUSIVE STAFF OFFERS 

Price Plans BRAND NEW OFFER GOV STAFF PLAN GOV PLUS OFFERS

Price Plan 
Description

Gov Staff 5GB Talk&Text 
18M

GOVT. Staff 9GB 
Talk&Text 24M

GOVT. Staff 10GB 
Talk&Text 24M

Extra Add on for 
Free

100 INTERNATIONAL 
MINS AND 100 
INTERNATIONAL TEXTS

100 
INTERNATIONAL 
MINS AND 100 
INTERNATIONAL 
TEXTS

100 
INTERNATIONAL 
MINS AND 100 
INTERNATIONAL 
TEXTS

RC Amount (Ex. 
Vat)

16.25 Per Month €23.50 €37.40

RC Amount (Inc. 
Vat)

19.99 PER MONTH €28.91 including 
Vat/ €89.00 
IPHONE 5S

€46.00

Contract Period 18 Months/ No 
handset/ 

24 Months/ 
Plus free Phone/ 
Samsung J3 / 
Nokia Lumia 650

24 Months plus 
free IPhone se or 
Samsung s6  

Voice/Text 
Allowance

Unlimited Domestic Talk 
& Text/ Includes Landlines 
too

Unlimited 
Domestic Talk 
& Text/ Includes 
Landlines too

Unlimited 
Domestic Talk 
& Text/ Includes 
Landlines too

Data Allowance 5 GB Domestic Data 5 GB Domestic 
Data

10 GB Domestic 
Data

The coins will cost €6 each and can be obtained by 
contacting 079-21390713.

IN HOUSE REPORT
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IN HOUSE REPORT

DATE OF BIRTH PROJECT
You may be wondering what I am at here. When you 
joined GSRMA, up to now you were not asked to disclose 
your date of birth or your age.  For new applicants for 
GSRMA they now supply their date of birth. Historical 
records, created since 1961, do not disclose the member’s 
age. While we could estimate the age based on the 
registered number, this estimate is in no way accurate.  
    I have been attempting to secure various deals from 
service suppliers so that I can bring new services to 
GSRMA members. All of these deals are negotiated and 
agreed on a group collective basis. All service suppliers 
now want to know, with some degree of accuracy, the 
age profile and the bands within that age profile our 
members fit.
    I was somewhat sceptical in the initial stages, so 
I decided to communicate with the Data Protection 
Commissioner and set out to her what I was about, and if 
this was in order, in that it did not breach any of the Data 
Protections rules. The Data Protection Commissioner has 
now communicated with me and given the all clear. 
    The objective of the exercise is to glean as much 
information in relation to what age we all are. We will not 
share the date of birth with any external service provider. 
The project is to gather the DOB of everyone, if possible, 
and then pool them into blocks of five years.
    The hope is that once we have the information then 
we will be in a position to get favourable rates from these 
Service Providers, which I hope will be of benefit to all our 
members. The project will commence in 2017, and we 
will be asking our 44 Branch Secretaries to do some of the 
work for us. 
    If everyone could disclose the year they were born this 
would suffice. I will be sending out more information on 
this in January 2017. 
    To quote from the correspondence of the Data 
Protection Commissioner: “As such if you are in a 
position as the data controller to justify the requirement 
for requesting and processing DOBs then there would 
appear to be no data protection concerns if an applicant 
freely provides same to you. The requirement falls in line 
with the principle of data minimisation, i.e. only seek the 
necessary amount of data to achieve the stated legitimate 
purpose.” 

WEBSITE IMPROVEMENTS
We have improved our website www.gardaretired.com 
as part of improving the service to our members. If you 
are not part of our Members’ Only Area please follow 
these steps to be granted access within 48 hours from 
submitting your registration:
• Go to www.gardaretired.com 
• Click on ‘Register for Website’
• Complete the Registration Form
• Accept the ‘Terms & Conditions’
• Click Submit

If you are already part of our Members’ Only Area check 
our updates in Members’ Menu.
• USEFUL INFORMATION (News in relation to GSRMA 

affairs)
• CALENDAR EVENTS (New! Here you will find all 

events and social outings of Branches and HQ)
• GSRMA DEALS (Our Special deals only for Members)
• BRANCHES (List with contact information of our 

Branch Secretaries)
• SIOCHAIN MAGAZINE (Digital copies of issues)
• DEATH NOTICES (You can sign in and receive via email 

all Death Notices)
• JOB NOTICES (You can sign in to receive alerts via 

email of available vacancies )
• PENSION & PARITY (All PR communications)
• HOME & MOTOR INSURANCE (GSRMA Deals)

• GSRMA HOUSE (New! We have included here 
documents for your interest: GSRMA Constitution, 
GSRMA Strategic Plan 2016-2021 and GSRMA 
Sub-Committees List)

• CONTACT (You can submit your query to us)

In 2017 we will be further expanding the use of the 
website for our members. We are presently working on 
a number of projects, such as a Death Message section 
similar to www.rip.ie. A useful service area where 
GSRMA members could advertise their skills or services at 
reduced rates to fellow GSRMA members. 
    An accommodation area, where holiday homes or 
B&Bs around the country run by GSRMA members could 
be advertised., or perhaps even a ‘Buy & Sell’ or ‘Swap 
Goods’ area.  All of these and more are being explored. 
    If we can succeed in expanding our services and bring 
on board as many of our members to the Members’s 
Only area as possible, then we can attract more potential 
advertisers to our site.  While Google analytics for the 
GSRMA site are good they need to improve.

Congrats to John J. Muldoon, Carlow GSRMA the most 
recent winner of €50 in the website draw.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
As I sign off for 2016, I would like to send my best wishes 
for Christmas to each and every one of you, within the 
Garda Siochana Retired Members fold, and beyond.  
Thank you for all your valuable contributions not only to 
Siochain but to your colleagues and friends in GSRMA.
    I hope to continue to improve the service from this 
office which you deserve. I hope 2017 will bring you all 
peace and contentment.

Nollaig shona agus ath-bhliain faoi mhaise daoibh go leir.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor,

I am a retired Detective Chief Inspector, Metropolitan Police, 
London and an Associate Member of the GSRMA. 
     In the early 1980s I brought my mother on a holiday to 
County Leitrim to visit family. 
     As was the policy at the time I had an armed Garda 
Síochána escort. The visit went off OK and while I did not 
enjoy the experience of being escorted, I was grateful for the 
protection provided by the Garda force. 
     Now 35 years later I have a house in Ireland that I call 
home when not in the USA. Life on visits to your country is 
wonderful. 

     Two weeks ago when shopping in Tesco in Carrick-on-
Shannon, by chance I came upon Mr and Mrs McAleese and 
told them my story and thanked them both for what they had 
done in helping to bring peace in Ireland and normalising 
relations between Ireland and the UK. I was really humbled 
to have met them. They were both very charming towards me 
and I was so happy to have met them. 
     Finally, I wish to inform you that there has been a huge 
improvement in the standard of the Síocháin magazine. It is 
far superior to the British one that I also receive.

Gerald Adley, 
Colorado, USA

Dear Editor,

I would appreciate if the ‘Síocháin’ magazine would publish 
this letter to solicit the support of the GSRMA for both Garda 
associations in their campaign to have their pay fully restored.  
     This is important. If their campaign is successful, then, 
there is every possibility that colleagues who retired after 29 
February 2012 on a pay cut will have parity restored with that 
of other retired colleagues who retired prior to that date.
     While I acknowledge our association has shown solidarity 
with serving colleagues by participating in AGSI public 
protest meeting in May, I now believe we should go further 
and urgently publicly call on the Government to restore to 
serving colleagues their full pay which was severely cut as 
part of austerity measures since 2010. 
     The cuts amounted to approximately 13% of basic pay 
with a pro-rata cut to pensions for those colleagues who 
retired after 29 February 2012.  Allowances were also 

reduced and in some cases, such as rent and designated post, 
were abolished.
     There is also ‘quid pro quo’ for our members in so far as 
restoration of pay and allowances is concerned; restoration 
will enable more of the recently recruited members of Garda 
Síochána to join St Paul’s Garda Medical Aid and other group 
schemes, which in the long-term will benefit both serving and 
retired members.
     On a different but related matter, as I understand it, 
under the Lansdowne Road Agreement serving members 
will receive a €1,000 pay increase from 1 September 2017. 
My query is: ‘Will this pay increase be reflected in retired 
members’ pensions?’

Joe Dirwan, 
Chairman,
Monaghan GSRMA Branch

WONDERFUL MEMORIES OF IRELAND

CAMPAIGNING FOR PUBLIC SERVICE PAY RESTORATION

The GSRMA thanks everyone who entered the recent 
competition, which we ran in recent weeks in our 
‘Garda Post’ e-newsletter. GSRMA members who 
signed up to our monthly e-newsletter or liked our 
Facebook page were entered into a competition to 
win one of three fantastic prizes. 
Congrats to these members who came in 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd past the post!

1st Prize – short break away including dinner and 
a round of golf for two at the Mount Juliet Hotel 
in Kilkenny – was won by Noel Mc Mahon (Clare 
Branch).
2nd Prize – Samsung Galaxy Table – won by John 
Joe Young (Dun Laoghaire Branch).
3rd Prize – Amazon Kindle Paperwhite eReader – 
was won by Olive Corcoran (widow member- Fermoy 
Branch).

GARDA POST COMPETITION PRIZE WINNERS
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

TIME TO PAY GARDAÍ THE PROPER RATE FOR THE JOB THEY DO

Dear Editor,

I am fed up hearing the Gardaí being compared with other 
groups regarding their pay. Judge Conroy in his reports on 
Garda pay and conditions set out the reasoning on why Gardaí 
were unique and should not be compared with other workers.  
The Government signed up to and agreed to implement that 
report.
     Gardaí have no seat at the pay negotiating table and are 
left to accept what others decide as their pay rate. 
The terms agreed to by both the Gardaí and government, were 
reneged on by the official side and now they are asking the 
Gardaí to sign up to the Lansdowne Road agreement.  Fool 
me once etc. etc. comes to mind with that request. 
     What other unarmed group of workers must go out and 
face drug crazed criminals and those who wish to take the law 
into their own hands when they are tanked up with alcohol?  
They are the buffer facing the ever more threatening protest 
groups.  They patrol country roads in the night hours, in all 
types of weather, not knowing what they are likely to face and 
with back-up many miles away when they are confronted. 
     They are weighed down with stab vests, handcuffs, pepper 

sprays etc.as a defence.  Similar dangers must be confronted 
in urban areas, with guns, knives and syringes a regular 
weapon to be faced.
     When you deny workers the right to be members of a 
trade union, the right to strike and the right to be at the table 
to negotiate their pay, then pay them for such denials.  Stop 
comparing them with workers who have such rights. 
As a former member of the GRA Executive Committee I 
agree wholeheartedly with the members of Garda rank and 
their association on      their decision to withdraw their labour 
on a number of days during November. 
     The AGSI will have to make their own decision but 
I believe they agreed to sign up to the Lansdowne Road 
Agreement because the information supplied was not what it 
transpired to be.
     I say – ‘pay the Gardaí the rate for the job you are 
asking them to do and forget about fobbing them off with 
comparisons to other groups’.

Tony Fagan,
Enniscorthy,
Co. Wexford

WELL-ORGANISED SOCIAL TRIPS TO BE COMMENDED

Dear Editor,

I am a member of the Kildare North Branch and I travelled 
on the recent GSRMA trip to the Great Southern Hotel in 
Sligo. Both my wife Rita and I immensely enjoyed the few 
days away meeting many old friends scattered throughout the 
country and indeed making new friends.
     I would particularly like to commend Ms Marie Roche for 
her organisational skills and her particular attention to detail 
in ensuring that the trip was so successful. 
     I know that her efforts was appreciated by everyone who 
travelled. The daily trips to Carrick-on-Shannon, Arigna 
and Donegal were most interesting and enjoyable and the 
entertainment at night time was first class. 
     Indeed over the years both Rita and I have travelled 
with the Naas Branch on many outings to Paris, Blackpool, 
Scotland etc, and everyone was extremely well organised by 
Marie Roche with the assistance and participation of many 

of the Naas Branch members including Fintan Dunne, Noel 
Geary, Bill Byrne and the late Jack Hennessy RIP.
     As an association it is my view that we are privileged to 
have people of the ability and enthusiasm of Marie Roche 
elected to the National Executive body of the Association. 
Looking forward it would be nice to see a greater presence 
of some of the National Executive members, participating at 
these outings. 
     With almost 100 people present on the trip to Sligo may 
I respectfully suggest that it would have been appropriate 
for the President of the Association or his deputy to attend at 
least one of the evening dinners and to briefly address those in 
attendance.

Yours Sincerely,

Tom Neville,
Kildare North Branch
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Contact Smurfit Kappa to fi nd out how
we can help open opportunities at 
the point-of-purchase and attract
shoppers’ attention with ShelfSmart.

Open the future

*2012 Shopper Engagement Study, Point of Purchase Advertising International. 
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Contact: ger.oneill@smurfitkappa.ie  
  01 409 0000



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor,

Firstly let me declare my interest in, and support for AGSI 
and GRA in their ongoing attempts to seek a justified (partial) 
restoration of sacrificed pay.
     I believe Trade Unions and Staff Associations, the Public 
Services Committee of ICTU and the Alliance of Retired 
Public Servants (ARPS) should increase their efforts to 
correct the gross inequalities of the Lansdowne Road 
Agreement and the six Financial Emergency in the Public 
Interest (FEMPI) Acts introduced since 2009.
     The idea that all public service workers and pensioners 
are treated equally or fairly under the LRA and FEMPI is a 
fallacy.
     On 1 January 2016 those on salaries up to €24,000 and 
€31,000 received pay restoration, which was fair enough. 
The next group to receive a FULL RESTORATION of the 
pay cut imposed on them by the FEMPI Act 2013 on July 1st. 
2013, will be those on salaries over €65,000.
     Pay will be restored on 1 April 2017 and 1 April 2018 for 
those over €65,000, and on these dates plus 1 April 2019 for 
those over €110,000. One would have thought that in the 
interest of fairness and equity the next group to receive pay 
restoration on 1 January 2016 or even 1 April 2017 should 
have been those on salaries between €31,000 and €65,000 
and then, and only then to the higher paid. 
     Those between €31,000 and €65,000 will have to wait 
until 1 September 2017 to receive a paltry €1000 while the 
much higher paid will have received restoration of pay five 
months earlier.
This is obscene and unfair and should be reversed 
immediately. The Public Services Committee of ICTU and all 
public service trade unions and associations should endeavour 
to have this obscene anomaly reversed. Why is a pay cut 
being restored in full to those over  €65,000 while the lower 
paid have to wait patiently for a few partial crumbs?
     A simple change at Section 5.2 of the LRA from the 
FEMPI Act 2013 to the FEMPI (No. 2) Act 2009 would see to 
that by ensuring that all Public Servants (including those on 
salaries over €65,000) would receive pay restoration. 
     Then, and only then should the question of a second 
restoration of pay to the higher paid be addressed. If a ball of 

twine is ravelled you do not fix it by unravelling the last six 
inches sticking out – go back to where the knot started and 
proceed from there!
     Gardaí and some other public servants actually received 
three pay cuts through FEMPI (No. 2) Act 2009; a cut to basic 
pay, a knock on cut to allowances linked to basic pay, and a 
further cut of 5% to allowances not linked to basic pay.
     The Lansdowne Road Agreement was commended to 
the parties by the Labour Relations Commission on 29 May 
2015. The Public Services Committee of ICTU announced 
its acceptance of the Agreement on September 2015. Why 
did the Government not publish the FEMPI Bill 2015 until 7 
October 2015? This Bill should have been published before 
voting commenced by ICTU and non ICTU Unions and 
Associations.
     There is also a gross inequality in the way Public Service 
Pensioners are treated. Those who retired up to 29 February 
2012 were given a grace period by having their pensions 
calculated on the previous pay cut rates of pay while those 
who retired after that date were penalised with a pension cut 
based on FEMPI Legislation. 
     Those pensions should be immediately restored (not to 
mention retrospectivity!) now that the financial emergency 
is over. We hear of the plight of teachers in the Staff Room 
doing the same job but for different pay. 
     Well, what about pensioners who have done the same job 
and given loyal service being paid different pensions? Any 
Government interested in fairness and equity should now 
accept that this unequal anomaly has pertained for too long 
and should have it reversed immediately!
Is anyone in trade union or government circles interested in 
fairness and equity of treatment?

Willie Gleeson
Cork City GSRMA Branch 

P.S. Whatever happened to the 2.5% and 3.5% pay increases 
awarded under the ‘Towards 2016 Pay Agreement’ that was 
“parked” when the financial emergency hit us like a tsunami 
in 2008? Nothing that is what happened! The time is nigh to 
take off the parking brake!Seven-year-old unpaid promises 
and pay cuts should be addressed as a matter of urgency.

IN THE INTERESTS OF FAIRNESS AND EQUALITY

Contact Smurfit Kappa to fi nd out how
we can help open opportunities at 
the point-of-purchase and attract
shoppers’ attention with ShelfSmart.

Open the future

*2012 Shopper Engagement Study, Point of Purchase Advertising International. 

openthefuture.info

Is your brand 
packaged 
for on-shelf 
success

Contact: ger.oneill@smurfitkappa.ie  
  01 409 0000
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The responsibility Coillte is entrusted with is immense. 
We have the honour of stewardship of Irish landscapes 
and ancient treasures, and of preserving and promoting 
our shared natural heritage, such as the newly opened 
Cavan Burren Park. 

All you have to do is get out there and enjoy it.

Coillte. Trees are just the start of it.

Leadership
by Coillte

Sustainability
by Coillte

Innovation
by Coillte

Exports
by Coillte
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Cavan Burren Park, Cuilcagh Mountain, Cavan.

So quiet, you can hear the  
moment it took your breath away



ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION LTD.

BUYING A NEW CAR?

Síocháin   39

READ THE SMALL PRINT
Before opting for PCP finance, compare the total cost 
and ensure you understand the small print.
• Who is providing the finance? 
• Can the car be repossessed for missed payments?
• Are there missed repayment fees or repossession 

charges?
• What are the servicing and maintenance 

requirements? 
• Are there penalties for exceeding kilometres 

allowed? 
• Are there penalties for not meeting the acceptable 

return condition of the car?
• Are there fees and charges to set up PCP?

How will you pay the Balloon Payment? 
(If you already have PCP finance on a car and are 
approaching the end of the first three years of the 
finance, you can get a St Paul’s Loan to clear the 
Balloon payment and keep the car) 

Take a look at the example below where we 
compare 1.9% PCP finance (as advertised in a car 
manufacturers’ magazine within a Sunday newspaper 
on 9 October 2016) with the St Paul’s Car Loan Rate 

of 4.9% (monthly APR 5%) to purchase a popular 4 Door 
Saloon 2.0L TDI Car, on the road price (OTRP) €25,830.

One of the big selling points of PCP finance is that at the end 
of the three years you have the choice to:
1. Pay the Balloon payment and keep the car (a St Paul’s 

Loan will clear the Balloon payment).
2. Give the car back and walk away*.
3. Give the car back and begin the process again with a 

new car*.
*You may be charged penalties if the car does not reach their 
‘acceptable return conditions’.

The big hidden cost of PCP finance is with the second 
and third options, as you are giving the car back to 
cover the Balloon payment which in this example is 
€9,520.90.

There is no identical three-year-old car, to the model 
quoted, advertised for sale at the moment, i.e. 2.0L TDi 
141 registered models with a smaller 1.6L engine are 
currently advertised for sale at between €17,950 and 
€21,950 so you could lose in the region of €8,400 to 
€12,400 on the value of the car! (www.carzone.ie – 13 
October 2016)

Dealer 1.9% PCP Finance 
(Car Manufacturers’ Magazine on 9 Oct 2016)

St Paul’s 4.9% Car Loan (monthly APR 5%)

• Finance and Deposit are calculated on the OTRP of 
€25,830.00.

• Deposit/Part Exchange of €7,639.97, the balance 
to finance is €18,190.03.

• PCP loan which you repay by 36 monthly 
repayments of €259.00.

• €9,520.90 Balloon due at the end of three years

• You’re a cash buyer and can negotiate a discount, often 
up to 10%. Here we will assume only a 5% discount 
and a price of €24,538.50.

• Deposit/Part Exchange of €7,639.97, balance to finance 
is €16,898.53.

• €16,898.53 loan which you repay by 36 monthly  
repayments of €505.71.

Deposit/Part Exchange                 €7,639.97 Deposit/Part Exchange                €7,639.97

Acceptance + Completion Fees €150.00 No Fees                                          €0.00

36 x €259 per month              €9,324.00 36 x €505.71 per month                €18,205.56

Balloon Payment                           €9,520.90 No Balloon Payment                €0.00

Total Cost                           €26,634.87 Total Cost                             €25,845.53

Compare the cost of a PCP (Personal Contract Plan) with a St Paul’s Garda Credit Union 
Car Loan, before buying your new car.

In this example a St. Paul’s Car Loan is €789.34 cheaper than 1.9% PCP finance! 
You will make even further savings if you have a Share Covered Loan Rate. 

To work out the cost of your loan, visit www.stpaulscu.ie drop in to the office, or call St Paul’s 
on 021-4313355.

Loans are subject to approval, Terms and Conditions apply.
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.



More weight loss
With Weight Watchers you can lose 
8 times more weight than trying to 
do it alone*.

Flexible weight loss
With our flexible approach, you can 
switch between Count and No Count  
for a day, a couple of days or all the 
time. It’s up to you.

Eat food you love
You’ll love that our unique approach 
means you can lose weight eating the 
foods you love and you’ll never have to 
go hungry. 

Eating out is not a sin
Because we believe eating out and 
having a life shouldn’t be a sin, with 
our plan you can dine with friends, grab 
a sandwich on the go and even have 
that well-deserved glass of wine, or two!

Totally liveable plan
Our totally liveable SmartPoints® 
plan means life doesn’t have to stop 
while you lose weight.

Recipes to suit you
Whether you like scratch cooking or 
need a little convenience, no worries. 
Our plan can accommodate what you 
need, whenever you need it.

Connect with others
We guide and support you on your 
personal journey to become your best 
self – through a powerful community, 
extraordinary encouragement, proven 
science and tools that help you eat 
better, move more and put yourself first 
(at least sometimes!).

Better weight loss
Now better than ever! Members 
in Europe following our new 
SmartPoints® plan achieved nearly 
15% better weight loss compared 
with our previous plan**.

Ask the experts
All our Leaders started as members just 
like you and became free Gold members  
following Weight Watchers healthy eating 
plan. Every leader knows exactly how it 
feels walking in the door to join. 

Your choice
You can choose between our friendly and 
informative classes, Weight Watchers 
at Work or Weight Watchers at Home. 
However you want to lose weight and live 
healthier, we have a plan for you. 

But don’t just take our word for it. Millions of people globally 
love losing weight with us and enjoying our FREE lifetime 
Gold membership. Read member stories and find your local, 
convenient meetings at www.weightwatchers.ie

*Average weight loss achieved using Weight Watchers meetings and online tools. Results based on 6 month study of overweight / obese individuals. 147 following WW SmartPoints® 
approach versus 145 with no programme. **Average weight loss based on self-reported weight data and, where available, weight data obtained from meetings, for European members who 
followed the current program for 2 months starting between January and April 2016, versus members who started in the same time period in 2015.



NEW FIVE-YEAR 
STRATEGY

The GSRMA was 
established 55 years 

ago with a cohort of 40 
or so disgruntled retired 
Gardaí. Today it is a 
dynamic rapidly growing 
national organisation with 
44 branches and 5,800 
members throughout the 
country. This growth has 
been accompanied by an 
increase in these quality 
indicators:
• More retired Gardaí than 

ever are choosing to join 
the organisation.

• Strong partnership has 
been built with the 
Alliance of Retired Public Servants.

• Sustained relationships continue with all four Garda 
Staff Associations.

• There has been an enhanced quality of social activities 
at branch level. 

The Association’s Central Committee worked on 
producing a strategic plan to guide us through the next 
five years, and it was decided to launch the Strategic Plan 
(2016-2021) at a meeting on 19 October.
     To ensure that all 44 Branches were familiar with the 
plan’s content, information sessions were held with the 
chairperson and secretary of each branch, during the 
second week of November in Dublin, Mallow, Navan, 
Sligo, Mullingar, Clonmel, Ennis and Enniscorthy. The plan 
was well received by everyone present.

Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President, 
outlines the goals and objectives of the 
Strategic Plan 2016-2021, which has 
been produced by Central Committee 
to guide the Association through the 
next five years, which he says was well 
received at a number of information 
sessions in November. 

SIX STRATEGIC GOALS 
The GSRMA identified six strategic goals  to be achieved 
over the period 2016-2021.
• Pension and Parity Entitlement: To continue 

to work for the Financial Emergency Measures in 
the Public Interest (FEMPI) Acts (2009-2015) to be 
rescinded by the Government.

• Organisational Structures: To undertake a review 
of the Association’s structures so as to increase 
membership and attract a younger and more diverse 
cohort to join the Association.

• Social Engagement: To strengthen the branch 
network to enable the offering of a broader menu of 
social activities.

• Care Programme: The care and wellbeing of 
members be developed to offer a nationwide 
supportive and holistic programmes for members.

• Communications: Continue to keep up to date 
with developments in relation to communication 
technology, so as to enable greater effectiveness 
in sharing information while maintaining personal 
interaction.

• Enabling the Strategy: To enable the achievement 
of the strategic objective through sustainable 
management and sound governance.

Now it is up to all of us to work on the tasks necessary 
to complete the actions identified in the Strategic Plan in 
order to achieve the goals.
     To that end branches should now set their own local 
plan based on the goals of this Strategic Plan, so that 
we’re all working together for the benefits of all of our 
members.

STRATEGIC PLAN REPORT
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ALLIANCE MEETINGS

With new negotiations 
due to start early next 
year, Central Committee 
Vice-Chairman Noel 
O’Sullivan summaries 
the outcomes and 
results of a series 
meetings in recent 
months between the 
Alliance and various 
political parties on full 
pension restoration.
• Unfairness of pension 

cuts and full restoration of pensions highlighted.
• PSPR/USC deductions unacceptable.
• Rejected FG view that pensions would be fully 

restored by 2021.
• Use of FEMPI legislation illegal; as government 

highlighted the economy has recovered.
• Negotiating rights necessary; as Alliance represents 

150,000 pensioners. The Minister said it will be for 
future government decision.

• Emphasis that the majority of our pensioners are in 
the low pay category. 

• Minister told the cost of full restoration of public 
service pensions was €45m; a pittance in the 
overall budget figure. 

• New negotiations on pay/pensions will commence 
in early 2017.

• Alliance represents all pensioners and anomalies of 
the different groups must be addressed.

• PARITY issues will be for new pay negotiations and 
a firm legal base is needed.

• Minister stated that ALL (even on high pensions) 
would be entitled to get full pensions back, 
including post FEMPI retirees on reduced salary.

Alliance Deputation: B. Burke, Chair; N. O’Sullivan, 
V/Chair; L. Burtenshaw, Secretary, S. O’Riordan and G. 
Foley.
(A) SF: 21/6 - Dep. Cullinane, Waterford. All salaries 
be capped @ €100,000. FEMPI legislation be subject to 
vote; not a ‘report’ to the Dáil.
(B) FF: 29/6 - Dep. Calleary spoke of F.F.’s General 
Election manifesto that FEMPI should end in 2018. 
(C) LAB: 20/7 - Dep. Howlin, Wexford and Sherlock, 
East Cork; supported public service pensioners. Mr 
Howlin said pension reductions improper under Art. 40 
Constitution.
(D) FG: 19/9 - Minister P. Donohue (and Head of 
Department) said he and officials are available for 
meetings. Refusal to meet Alliance before FEMPI report 
to Dáil; and reply “matter was referred to Minister” was 
unacceptable to Alliance. ICTU’s Shay Cody, supported 
negotiating rights for Alliance and ICTU, and to include 
them in future talks.
(E) Further meetings requested ASAP. 

ALLIANCE SEEKS NEGOTIATING RIGHTS

Win two tickets to EPIC Ireland – the capital’s 
newest visitor experience and museum – plus 
lunch at Ely Bar & Brasserie in Dublin’s Docklands.
     EPIC Ireland tells the story of Ireland and its 
people’s history of emigration. This fully interactive and 
immersive exhibition brings to life the journeys and 
tales of some of the millions of Irish people who left 
this island’s shores, and how they went on to change 
the world. 
     EPIC Ireland is situated in the vaults of The chq 
Building in Dublin’s Docklands. The tour is self-guided 
with a team of professional and friendly staff on hand 
to assist you with your journey through 20 breath-
taking galleries. 
     Explore why over 10 million people left these shores 
for pastures new, and what they achieved once they 
arrived. Follow in the footsteps of some of the most 
remarkable tales and adventures that history has ever 
known. 
     EPIC Ireland is also home to the Irish Family History 

Centre, a professional genealogical service that can 
help you explore Irish genealogy and provides a 
personal consultation to assist you with researching 
your family tree. 
     The museum is open daily from 10am and the last 
entry is 5pm. EPIC Ireland is fully wheelchair accessible.

For more information or to make a 
group booking contact EPIC Ireland 
on 01-5313688; email: 
info@epicirelandchq.com or visit 
www.epicirelandchq.com

    www.elywinebar.ie/

To be in with a chance to win, post your name, address 
and contact number to ‘EPIC Ireland’, c/o Siochain, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam St, Dublin 2. Closing date: Friday 27 
January 2017.

COMPETITION: WIN A VISIT TO EPIC IRELAND AND LUNCH FOR TWO!





WHERE THERE’S A 
‘WILL’ THERE’S A WAY!
The inaugural GSRMA Short Story Competition culminated in a prize awards ceremony 
on Friday 18 November at Dublin’s Skylon Hotel, with the adjudicators selecting ‘The 
Will’ by Bill Murphy (Dublin North Branch) as the overall winning entry.

Close to 200 entries were 
submitted to the GSRMA’s 

first-ever short story competition in 
what proved to be a huge success in 
this its inaugural year. So, the task 
of independent adjudicators John 
McCourt and Colin Teevan was no 
small undertaking! 
     On the night they outlined what 
they had found within the stories 
of the four finalists – Bill Murphy 
(Dublin North Branch); Pat Daly 
(Cork City Branch); Brian Kealy 
(Limerick City Branch) and Hilary 
Murphy, wife of John Grant (Naas 
Branch). 
     Chairing the ceremony, Paschal 
Feeney, General Secretary and Editor 
of ‘Siochain’, thanked everyone for 
attending before he introduced the 
finalists. President Matt Cosgrave 
thanked the special guests, which 
included Chief Supt Barry O’Brien, who represented Garda 
Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan; Brendan O’Leary from 
St Paul’s Garda Credit Union, and Mick Doyle from St 
Raphael’s Garda Credit Union.
     President Cosgrave and the General Secretary thanked 
our sponsors Máirtin Breathneacht of G@rda Post and 
Universal Media, and the Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra. Then 
the announcement was made that Bill Murphy (Dublin 
North Branch) was the outright winner, with the other 
three finalists finishing in the runner-up positions.
     This edition of the magazine features the overall 
winning entry ‘The Will’ by Bill Murphy. The GSRMA 
congratulates all concerned and we’re looking forward to 
next year’s competition already!

INDEPENDENT ADJUDICATORS
John McCourt is Associate Professor of English at 
Università Roma Tre. He holds a PhD from UCD and is a 
specialist in Joyce Studies and in 19th and 20th century 
Irish literature. He is widely published and best known for 

James Joyce: A Passionate Exile and The Years of Bloom: 
Joyce in Trieste 1904-1920.
     McCourt has been guest editor of the James Joyce 
Quarterly and is a Trustee of the International James Joyce 
Foundation and a member of the academic board of the 
Yeats Summer School in Sligo. He is currently editing 
books on Brendan Behan, the writers of the 1916 Rising 
and on Flann O’Brien. 

Colin Teevan is an Irish playwright, radio dramatist, 
translator and academic. He has premiered works in the 
National Theatres of Ireland, Scotland and London’s Royal 
National Theatre. 
     Co-founder of writers’ movement ‘The Monsterists’, 
Teevan was a controversial script doctor on Peter Hall’s 
production of John Barton’s Tantalus. He is currently 
Professor of Playwriting and Screenwriting at Birkbeck, 
University of London and an Associate Artist of West 
Yorkshire Playhouse. He’s best known for his work in 
‘Charlie and the Rebellion’ shown on RTE 1.

Short story winner Bill Murphy (third right) is pictured with the adjudicators 
John McCourt and Colin Teevan, and GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave.
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764 luxurious & spacious bedrooms.

A Selection of Bars & Restaurants.

Free Wi-Fi & Free Parking.
 
LUAS (Light Rail Network) provides 
direct access to Dublin City Centre.

Variety of meeting & event spaces
catering from 50 to 4,100 
delegates.

27 Meeting Rooms with natural 
daylight & advanced AV system.

We can host Gala Dinners for all 
occassions for up to 2,000.

WHAT CITYWEST HOTEL 
HAS TO OFFER:

Leisure Centre with a 20m 
swimming pool jacuzzi, sauna 
& steam room.

Fully equipped Gym with an 
experienced Fitness Team.

An intricate Golf Course spanning 
across 240 acres of fine parkland.

For enquiries on Accommodation, Events, Golf or Leisure:

T: 01 401 0500 | E: info@citywesthotel.com

Citywest Overview Ad.indd   1 13/07/2016   10:32:56
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The priest’s words sounded like 
a verse he knew by heart, its 

only separate identity being the 
name of the deceased. “Her life 
could be an example to all of us. 
She cared well for her family, she 
helped her neighbours at every 
turn, and above all she paid special 
attention to her religious duties. 
She will be sadly missed by all of 
us, but especially by Paul.”
     The sound of his own name 
brought a rush of blood to his 
face. The priest’s words seemed to 
drift away, for a few seconds he 
thought he was going deaf. He 
was fifty years old and he wanted 
to stand up and shout: “She was 
a bitch, a red, roaring bitch. There 
she is, lying there now, rosary 
beads wrapped around her fingers. 
A bloody hypocrite”.
     At the church door hands were 
offered to him from all directions. 
“Sorry for your troubles Paul” 
He nodded acceptance to all. “Thanks very much for 
coming” At the graveside the rain poured down, drops 
as big as peas. His shoes stuck to the red clay, while the 
rain rolled down his face, dripping off his angular jaw and 
onto his mud red shoes. 
     The priest sprinkled holy water and it disappeared into 
anonymity among the little crystals that lay on the coffin. 
He watched his neighbours shovel the clay into the grave. 
The thumping sound as the earth landed on the coffin, 
filling him with a sense of satisfaction and guilt. Free at 
last, the thought struck him, but it was too late. He was 
fifty, he couldn’t roll back the years, take the pain from his 
back or the grey from his hair. He thought of Eileen Casey.
     As he drove home later that evening, fortified by 
several strong whiskies, he couldn’t get Eileen out of his 
head. He would have married her when he was thirty, 
God knows she gave him every chance before she packed 
up and headed to Boston. But the old lady wouldn’t 
budge. 
     The farm would be his when she died. “That was the 
way your father would have wanted it” she told him. He 
was only ten when his father was killed in the haggard by 
a bull. He didn’t know what the hell his father would have 

THE WILL
BY BILL MURPHY

wanted. With every new thought, the grey evening and 
the resentment towards his mother, had him in a grip.
     The room smelled of stale urine. Getting down on 
his knees, he pulled from under her bed an old leather 
suitcase. There was a small lock keeping it closed. He 
didn’t bother searching for the key he knew she had 
hidden somewhere. 
     Using his strong hands, he ripped the leather from the 
lock. He turned the contents onto the floor. The bottom 
was lined with a newspaper from 1936. It showed a 
picture of Jesse Owens at the Berlin Olympics. 
     He picked up the newspaper and a will fell from inside 
its folds. He held the will in his hand while staring hard 
at the black athlete. But it wasn’t Jesse Owens he saw, 
it was Paul Coogan, full-back for Carrigeen Gaels. As a 
younger man he could really move, fielding that football 
so high they called him ‘Aeroplane Coogan’. But that was 
the past, his thoughts now turned to Eileen. Christ, how 
he wished he had married her.
     He read the will and threw it there. Nothing strange in 
it. He was the only one who could inherit the farm. He sat 
back on his heels and looked at the brass bed ends that 
she polished every week, even though no one would see 
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“Pour whatever you’re having yourself”, he said to the 
barman, who promptly filled a scotch, slid it under the counter 
and nodded thanks.

them but herself. The bed clothes were tossed, half 
of them on the floor, just as she had left them. And 
that awful floral patterned wallpaper that had never 
been changed in his lifetime. He stood up, gave the 
suitcase a kick, and then another. Briefly he felt bad 
about kicking the suitcase, but then lay into it even 
harder, stopping only when he hurt his toes.
     He overflowed with anger. What a coward he 
had been. He should have gone to Boston with 
Eileen, leave the old lady and the farm to stew 
together. She didn’t want Eileen, she didn’t want 
any woman in the house. 
     “You’ll have time enough for that”, she would 
say. He had the time now, and a worn-out fifty-
year-old body and an arthritic shoulder and tied to 
this house from the past. He should have forced 
her to make over the farm to him. He should have 
killed her. The thought crossed his mind for a few 
seconds, it frightened him and he quickly dismissed 
it. 
     Back in the kitchen, a black kettle steamed 
gently on the Aga, a hen stuck an enquiring head 
through a half open door and a car passed on the road 
outside. Now all was silent again, except for the ticking of 
the clock on the mantelpiece. The ticking seemed much 
louder now since he was alone. 
     The shadows climbed up the wall as the sun dipped 
behind the conifers. Those trees were twenty years old, he 
was sure of their age, he planted them the month Eileen 
went to America. They were a sort of countdown clock on 
his life. 
     The crops came and went, the beeches and oaks were 
licking the clouds since the day he was born, but that row 
of spruce climbed a little every year, years of his life that 
had drifted away as quietly as a feather on the wind. 
     The farm hadn’t marched with the times. A lot of 
Coogan’s ways were the old ones, a little of this a little of 
that. Here too the old lady had her way. That was partly 
why he went to town on the bicycle the next morning. 
She couldn’t understand why anyone would want to 
waste petrol when they could use a bike. 
     To avoid an argument, he always cycled, unless rain 
was cutting holes in the road. This morning he was 
enjoying it. The sun shafted through the trees and gave 
him a sense of speed as he split the shadows that crossed 
the road. The tyres hummed as he pressed ever harder on 
the pedals. 
     It was exhilarating. There was no pain in his shoulder. 
Peace and pleasure sometimes came and lasted for a mile 
of road. For a brief period he was caught in a time-warp. 
He was twenty again and the world was his, everything 
was possible, everything. 
     He rested the bike against the wall of George A. 
Stockwell’s office. Stockwell was at his desk. A fat man 
who grew fatter and lived well on the townspeople and 
local farmers. Most of what he got paid for could be done 

better by any leaving cert student. 
     Coogan pulled his mother’s will from his pocket and 
placed it in front of Stockwell. “I want you to do whatever 
is necessary”. Stockwell studied the document for a 
minute or so, then looking over his glasses he said “She 
left everything to you, we will take out probate”, then 
adding, “It’s a big job, It’ll take time”. Stockwell was true 
to form, making work out of nothing was his trademark.
     Leaving the solicitor, he crossed to Kirwan’s pub. 
Sitting at the bar, he ordered a whisky, he had a feeling of 
celebration. He finally owned something. 
     Two locals sat at the far end, dimly visible in a haze of 
smoke. “Pour whatever you’re having yourself”, he said 
to the barman, who promptly filled a scotch, slid it under 
the counter and nodded thanks.
     Four hours later Coogan was still there and the world 
was going out of focus for him. He told the barman his 
story, how he would have married Eileen, but he had 
nothing to offer her, because of his mother’s opposition. 
“She was home last summer, still a bloody fine looking 
woman” the barman said. Coogan felt a wave of 
depression settle on him. As black as the clouds that now 
hung over the mountain. 
     He wobbled his way home. It was turning dark as he 
half fell off the bike at the gate. The dog greeted him, 
lashing its bushy tail against his legs. The unlit windows 
stared at him like a pair of black eyes. 
     He would almost have welcomed the admonition his 
mother would have given him, for the faint spark of life 
she would have brought to the house. Inside, he turned 
on every light in the house, and went back outside to 
look. 
     Going back inside, the dog followed him and stuck 
with him as he paced the house. A great sadness came 
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over him. Every sane thought he had, he knew it was 
all to do with Eileen Casey. Joy at release from poverty 
and the shackles of his mother was short lived. 
Frustration from the memory of wasted years gripped 
him. Looking at the Sacred Heart picture on the wall, 
he yelled obscenities, a tidal flow of foul language 
flowing off his tongue, until fear of the dead and fear 
of God stopped him. Sensing the tension, the dog 
barked. 
     His hands shaking, he poured a stiff whiskey. 
He wanted to sleep, not for the rest, purely for the 
temporary oblivion. Tomorrow might be a better day. 
Unsteadily, he walked upstairs. He thought of his 
father, wishing he was alive, just to see him, and talk 
to him. 
     He went into his mother’s room and started 
kicking the contents of the suitcase he had dumped 
on the floor. Letters, faded photographs, recipes. 
Then a photo of his father in working clothes 
standing beside a horse. How he wished he was alive. 
     He thought of all the things they might have done 
together, but reality was always a pace behind his 
dreams. With no purpose in particular, he shuffled the 
papers on the floor with his shoe. Another document 
caught his eye and almost jumped up at him. In bold 
black type against a yellowing background, ‘Last Will 
and Testament’. 
     Had she made another will? The signature wasn’t 
hers, it was his father’s, ‘Michael Joseph Coogan’, his 
father’s will, made forty two years earlier, and hidden 
away by his mother. She always said “poor Mick died 
without making a will”. The will left the farm to, 
‘my son Paul, when he attains the age of twenty five 
years’. There was provision for his mother to live there 
and be well provided for during her lifetime. He could 
not sell the land unless it was her wish also. 
     He went downstairs in a daze, the will in his hand. 
He finished the bottle of whiskey and lay for the 
night, drunk, on the kitchen floor. The dog lay beside 
him licking his face.
     It was raining next morning as he drove the Morris 
Minor to town. Red eyed and with rain running down 
his face, he walked past Stockwell’s secretary. He 
placed his father’s will in front of the solicitor. Three 
times he hammered his fist on the will, as if nailing 
it to the desk. Their eyes met, but nothing was said. 
Coogan turned and walked out.
     The rain had stopped and a weak sun broke 
through the clouds. Walking across the street towards 
the pub he felt a lightness in his step, flickers of 
optimism flashed through his mind. 
     There might still be some life to be lived. The 
barman spotted him the second he entered the pub. 
Taking a damp cloth, he cleaned the little alcove 
under the counter where he usually kept his own 
glass.

John McCourt, Colin Teevan, Hilary Murphy (runner-up) 
and Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President.

Adjudicators John McCourt and Colin Teevan, short story 
winner Bill Murphy and Chief Supt Barry O’Brien.

John McCourt, Colin Teevan, Pat Daly (runner-up) and 
Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President.

John McCourt, Colin Teevan, Brian Kealy (runner-up) and 
Matt Cosgrave, GSRMA President.
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HALLIGAN INSURANCESLMC are a professional Building Services Engineering and 
Facilities Management company, our team has over 30 
years’ experience within the Industry. We work closely with 
our clients to provide a comprehensive service from 
project concept through to life cycle care utilising the latest 
industry technologies.

Complete Lifecycle Care
Plan  |  Develop  |  Deliver  |  Operate  |  Maintain

www.lmcgroup.ie



The GSRMA Home Group and Motor insurance 
schemes continue to grow and are proving 

very popular with the GSRMA membership, writes 
insurance consultant Brian Halligan. Here he 
explains how GSRMA Group Insurance can deliver 
savings and better cover for members. 
     At a time when purchasing insurance can be a 
challenge, with the constant stream of insurance adverts 
on the TV and radio (all promising to save you money), 
GSRMA Group Insurance provides the advantage of 
tailored cover designed especially for the members’ 
requirements.
     GSRMA, like other large associations, take advantage 
of their numerical strength and offer group insurance 
to their members. In doing so, administration costs are 
reduced, allowing those savings to be passed on to 
individual members as lower premiums.
     This is the case with the GSRMA Group Insurance for 
both the home and motor cover. With the added factor 
that GSRMA members are recognised as responsible 
individuals, it subsequently further reduces the premiums. 
     GSRMA Group Home Insurance is more competitive 
than what is available generally; with rates remaining 
competitive. This is atypical of insurance costs in the main. 

COMPREHENSIVE AND COMPETITIVE
It is only when your renewal is due do you question the 
cost of your insurance, and only when you suffer a claim 
do you realise the value of it. The cover provided on the 
GSRMA Home Insurance scheme is both comprehensive 
and competitive. This is also backed up by a claims 
handling and advice service that delivers peace of mind 
when you need it most. 
     GSRMA clients are provided with their dedicated 
handler to deal with all matters arising on their policy. This 
includes renewal or cover enquiries and even claims. This 
provides a level of consistency to our customer care that 
is not commonly found nowadays. We call it the ‘personal 
touch’ and it is something we are very proud of.
     Members who may still have their home insurance 
through their mortgage lender should bear this in mind, 
as they could be paying a far higher premium than what 
is available through GSRMA home insurance. 
     Another important factor that makes the GSRMA 
home insurance product stand out from others is the 
optional Full Bonus Protection benefit. This is something 
we are familiar with on our car insurance policies. 
However, only the GSRMA home insurance offers it on a 
home policy. 
     This means that should you suffer a claim, regardless 

HALLIGAN INSURANCES

THE ADVANTAGES OF GSRMA 
GROUP INSURANCE

of the value, your no-claims discount is fully protected. 
Since we launched this unique cover into the market three 
years ago, some underwriters have introduced ‘step-back’ 
protection. The GSRMA home insurance scheme is still the 
only home insurance policy to offer Full Bonus Protection 
for one limitless claim in a five-year period. 
     We recognise that your home is your biggest asset 
and that insuring it for the right level of cover is of vital 
importance. We also recognise that the GSRMA members 
themselves are risk averse, prudent, responsible individuals 
and have negotiated more favourable rates on that basis. 
     As a further bonus, every new home insurance policy 
receives a prize bond for the life of the policy and 10% 
extra cover free. 

Brian Halligan – 
“The GSRMA home 
insurance policy is 
still the only home 
insurance policy 
to offer Full Bonus 
Protection”

GSRMA Home Insurance
• Competitive rates and top-range cover
• Cover arranged over the phone. 
• The only home insurance policy with Full 

Bonus Protection Cover available. 

GSRMA Group Motor Insurance
• Competitive rates for mature drivers 
• Competitive rates for cars up to 10 years’ old
• Low administration fee

Contact Halligan Insurances on 01-8797100 for 

more information on GSRMA Group Insurance. 
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GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS

EUROPEAN CITY BREAKS
Krakow City Break – 4 Nights – 26 March 2017
€419 (pps): This superb price includes: 
Direct return flights from Dublin to Krakow with Ryanair 
Transfer on arrival with guide assistance to your hotel in 
Krakow 
3 *** hotel accommodation in the Vienna House Easy 
Chopin Krakow on a bed and breakfast basis Hotel 
Website www.viennahouse.com.
Half-day guided walking tour of Krakow with professional 
guide with entrances to Wawel Cathedral, Royal Tombs, 
Sigismond’s Bell and St Mary’s Church included.
Half-day excursion to Wieliczka Salt Mines with guided 
tour. Entrance included 
Half-day excursion to Auschwitz with guided tour. 
Entrance included 
Free time for sightseeing and shopping of your choice 

Discover Dubrovnik – 7 Nights – 24 April 2017
€649 (pps): This superb price includes: 
Direct return flights from Dublin to Dubrovnik with Aer 
Lingus.
Transfer on arrival to your hotel with guide assistance.
3 *** Superior accommodation at the Hotel Tirena on a 
half-board basis.
Hotel Website www.valamar.com.
Breakfast and evening meal included each day.
Half-day guided sightseeing tour of Dubrovnik including 
entrance to the Franciscan Monastery and City Cathedral.
Full-day excursion to Montenegro, known as the ‘Hidden 
Pearl of the Mediterranean’, to include a visit to the 
baroque village of Perast, a boat trip to the island of Our 
Lady of the Rock and a city tour of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of Kotor.
Full-day boat trip taking in the Elaphite Islands with lunch 
and entertainment on board. 
Free time for sightseeing and shopping of your choice.
Return transfer to the airport for flight to Dublin 

Sorrento Coast, Pompeii & Capri – 7 Nights – 2 
October 2017
€819 (pps): This superb price includes: 
Direct return flights from Dublin to Naples with Aer 
Lingus.
Transfer on arrival with guide assistance to your hotel in 
Sorrento.
3 *** superior hotel accommodation in the Ascot 
Hotel on a half-board basis (breakfast and evening meal 
included). Hotel Website www.hotelascotsorrento.com.
Full-day excursion to the Island of Capri (by Hydrofoil).
Full-day excursion to include a guided tour of Sorrento, 
with free time for lunch at leisure, followed by an 
afternoon visit to the Pompei Excavations with guided 
tour; entrance fee is included.

Full-day excursion on the magnificent Amalfi coast, 
to include Amalfi, Ravello and a panoramic view over 
Positano. Entrance to The Cloister of Paradise and Villa 
Rufolo is included.
Free time for sightseeing and shopping of your choice.

BERLIN CHRISTMAS MARKETS
November 2017 – dates and price to be confirmed
• Return flights from Dublin to Berlin Tegel Airport with 

Aer Lingus.
• 3 nights 4 **** hotel accommodation in the 

Leonardo Royal Hotel Berlin Alexanderplatz on a 
B&B basis. 

• Hotel Website www.leonardo-hotels.com  
• Half-day guided city tour of Berlin to include The 

Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag, Berlin Wall at 
Niederkirchner Strasse and Check point Charlie, 
Ministry of Aviation, Unter den Linden, East 
Berlin’s famous shopping street Friedrichstrasse, 
Alexanderplatz with the TV tower, West Berlin’s 
famous shopping street  Kurfürstendamm, Kaiser 
Wilhelm Memorial Church and much more. (Entrance 
to Check Point Charlie included)

• Free time for you to explore Berlin’s glittering 
Christmas Markets (one way transfer from hotel to 
city centre included – no guide assistance). 

• Return transfer to the airport for flight to Dublin with 
guide assistance.

Exact details will be issued separately from GSRMA House 
throughout 2017.

POST-CHRISTMAS BREAK
17 January – 3 nights (B&B, dinner, nightly 
entertainment)
Daily activities including talent competition, full use of 
leisure centre, drinks reception on evening of arrival.
Christmas dinner with a visit from Santa.
4 **** hotel accommodation in Westport Woods Hotel, 
pick up to and from train station.
€179 (pps) with single supplement only €5 per person.
To book phone Marie Roche 086-0854654 or Joe Lynch 
on 086-2338603.

SPRING BREAK IN TRALEE
Saturday 8 April Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee.
4 nights B&B and dinner
€290 (pps) with single supplement of €20 per person. 
Day trips included to Bunratty/Foynes, Dingle and 
Killarney.
Nightly entertainment, pluls pick-up to and from train 
station.
To book phone Marie Roche 086-0854654 or Joe Lynch 
on 086-2338603.

GSRMA 2017 HOLIDAY PLANNER

Síocháin   55



DEPUY 
SYNTHES 
COMPANIES. 
PROUD TO 
SUPPORT 
AN GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA

©DePuy International Ltd. and DePuy Orthopaedics, Inc. 2012.
All rights reserved.



James and Brid Cotter from Galway Branch 
take a break at Sligo’s Great Southern Hotel.

THE SUCCESSFUL OUTING TO SLIGO 
On 19 September a group of 92 members and friends departed 
for a four-day trip to Sligo, staying over at the Great Southern 
Hotel. Many travelled by train as the hotel is only a few yards 
from the station. 
The first night began with a drinks reception and as many 
members had not met for a number of years, the reunions 
were a pleasure to witness. Members had travelled from many 
different branches and this was a wonderful way to meet new 
friends.
     The next day our coach picked us up at 11am and we 
departed on a mystery tour - a cruise on The Moon River cruiser 
on the Shannon. No one had guessed the destination so we 
were off to a 
great start.  
     We 
had coffee 
and the 
commentary 
on board 
with a bit 
of music 
added to the 
enjoyment. 
Next part of 
the mystery 
was a tour 
of the Arigna 
mine, a brilliant trip and when we put coal on our fire again 
perhaps we may think of the hardships the miners had digging 
the coal out in dirty damp dark conditions.  Arigna mines only 
closed in the 90s.
     That evening it was lovely to have Michael Reynolds, Joe 
Meehan and Joe Storey and their wives from the Sligo Branch 
join us for dinner; we had a wonderful get together and a 
renewal of old acquaintances. The following day was a free day 
and the ladies enjoyed a bit of retail therapy around the lovely 
shops in Sligo.
     On Thursday we paid a visit to the Franciscan Monastery in 
Rossnowlagh. We had organised a special blessing with Father 
Pious. The monastery has a first class relic of Saint Pio and our 
members appreciated this special blessing. 
     Donegal Town was our next stop and in the afternoon we 
arrived at The Great Northern Hotel in Bundoran where all 
enjoyed tea and scones and an afternoon of music and dancing.  
We had some amazing talent in the group and this was a 
wonderful opportunity to hear all the party pieces. Many thanks 
to all who sang played music, to make it a memorable and most 
enjoyable afternoon
     The Great Southern hotel was first class, excellent food and 
lovely staff we felt comfortable and at home, our nights were 
passed enjoying the entertainment and a lot of dancing.
     Alas all good things must come to an end and as we made 
our way home to so many different counties new friendships 
had been forged and we all look forward to renewing 
friendships on our next trip in 2017.

A MEMORABLE TRIP TO ITALY
The first international holiday arranged 
by the GSRMA Social Committee took 
50 GSRMA members from all corners of 
Ireland, including wives and partners, to 
visit Lake Garda in Northern Italy during late 
September. 

Arranged through the Travel Department, 
who had a representative present at Verona 
Airport to attend and ensure that our stay 
in Lake Garda was a memorable one, the 
holiday included day trips to Verona and 
Venice as well as exploring the lakes and 
tours of the Dolomite Mountains.
     The medieval old city of Verona on the 
winding Adige River was famously the 
setting for Shakespeare’s play ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’. A 14th century residence with a tiny 
balcony overlooking a courtyard is said to be 
Juliet’s house. The Verona Arena is a huge 
1st century Roman amphitheatre, which 
currently hosts concerts and huge scale 
opera performance. Both were a site to see!
     It is no wonder that Venice is known as 
the ‘City of Water’ as it is built on water. 
It is all this and much more and our group 
thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience.
     Standing amongst the thousands 
of people who visit St Mark’s Square, 
Rialto Bridge, and those who rode on the 
gondolas, not to mention being serenaded 
by the gondoliers had some members of our 
group in ecstasy!
     You could not leave Lake Garda without 
supping a pint in Irish pub ‘Marilyn’, where 
we watched the All-Ireland Football Final, 
though not everyone in our group was 
happy with the result. 
     We cannot wait until the next holiday 
organised by the GSRMA Social Committee!

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS

GSRMA members pictured during their 
trip to Lake Garda in Italy.
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Anna’s father, Garda John Maher (Reg. No. 3492) 
who came from Ballyadams, Ballylynam near Athy, 

joined the Force on 22 February 1923. After completion 
of two months training, he was sent with two other 
young Gardai to Milltown, Co. Kerry, where they officially 
opened a Garda Station on 24 April 1923. 
    John served three years in the Kingdom, and, while 
there fell in love with Abigail Murphy from Castlemaine 
and they married in September 1927. The marriage 
resulted in a transfer that took the couple to Duncannon, 
Co. Wexford. 
    John and Abigail reared a son Joe and daughter Anna. 
After finishing school in Duncannon, Anna went to work 
at TH Mason & Sons, Dame Street, Dublin. Her father 
retired from the Force on 13 March 1955.
    While attending a dance at the Irish Club, Parnell 
Place, Dublin, Anna met Bernard Casey, from Coolbawn, 
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, just a few months before he 
joined the Force in July 1960. 
    After completion of training, Garda Bernard Casey 
(14388L) was allocated to Fitzgibbon St Station and this 
allowed their friendship to continue and blossom. They 
were married in John the Baptist Church in Clontarf in 
September 1967 and went on to rear a family of three – 
Enda, Declan and Abigail. 
    In the early 1970s, Bernard was promoted to Sergeant 
and posted to Store St Station. He was a pioneer, never 
smoked and had a sick free record until he was diagnosed 
with a malignant brain tumour at 36 years of age. 
    Despite his illness, he made a determined effort to 
return to duty and performed clerical work at Store St 
Station until his death on 27 August 1977. After ten years 
of marriage, Anna was left to rear their young family. She 
immediately joined the Garda Pensioners’ Association for 
support. 
    She continues to be an active member of the GSRMA. 
Two months ago, she visited her relatives in Castlemaine 
and more recently enjoyed the Dublin North GSRMA 
Christmas lunch in the Skylon Hotel. 
    Anna is loud in praise of the support she received 

ANNA CASEY
40 Years a Garda Widow
A member of the GSRMA for the past 40 years, since she was 
unfortunately widowed, Anna Casey from Dublin North Branch is 
one of the longest serving members, with a strong family connection 
to An Garda Síochána – both her father and husband were members 
of the Force. Report by Tim Bowe.

90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Naas Branch 
member Mary 
Byrne, who hails 
from Kill, Co. 
Kildare, recently 
celebrated her 90th 
birthday, which was 
marked at the Naas 
Branch October 
Coffee Morning 
(pictured here being 
presented with flowers by branch chairperson Marie 
Roche).
    In 1951 Mary married Sgt John Byrne who joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1945. On completion of his 
training, John (who was born in 1923) was posted to 
Hollymount, Co Mayo. He later served in Kilconly and 
Dunmore, Co Galway with his remaining service as 
Sergeant in Kill, Co. Kildare. 
    John and Mary had eight children –five girls and 
three boys. Sadly their son Liam lost his life in a traffic 
accident in 1978. John retired in 1986. Both Mary and 
John were very involved in the local community and 
worked with several charitable organisations.
    After John’s death in 2010, Mary joined the 
GSRMA. She’s a wonderful supporter of Naas Branch 
and regularly attends coffee mornings and the Annual 
Dinner. The Editorial Board of ‘Siochain’ wish Mary 
many more years of good health and happiness.

from the GSRMA, and in particular, Pat McCarthy, John 
Collins, Frank Cullinane and Jim McHugh. She also 
greatly appreciates the huge support from her family and 
grandchildren.
    The GSRMA wish to acknowledge the many years Anna 
has spent as a member and hopes her profile serves to 
encourage other Garda widows to join the association in 
order to reap the same services and supports.

LANDMARK EVENTS
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Tobias O’Sullivan was born in the West Riding of 
Galway in May 1876 and when he was 22 he left the 

difficult occupation of farming and joined the Royal Irish 
Constabulary (RIC), recommended by his local District 
Inspector Mr O’Brien. 
     He was a member of the local Catholic community and 
was appointed on 16 November 1899 and allocated the 
RIC number 59193. After six months in the RIC Depot in 
the Phoenix Park he was allocated to Co. Donegal on 1 
May 1900. 
     Almost three years later Tobias was transferred top the 
East Riding of Galway not so far from home. After almost 
seven years Tobias was on the move again, this time in 
more pleasant circumstances being promoted Acting 
Sergeant on New Year’s Day in 1910 to Queen’s County.   
     Exactly two years later Tobias was confirmed in the 
rank of Sergeant RIC remaining in Queen’s County. The 
Home Rule issue was a contentious one at the moment 
and one that was not going to go away.
     Shortly and sadly for the RIC and all the people of 
Ireland the storm clouds were gathering for a time, not 
alone of world conflict but bitter warfare in Ireland, and as 
Tobias O’Sullivan became a central character in a number 
of episodes during that campaign.
     In the Spring of 1920 the IRA were attacking RIC 
Barracks in using fairly large numbers of attackers which 
had a reasonable chance of achieving success, good 
publicity for their campaign and the valuable weapons 
which could be taken on capturing the Barracks. 
     That had been the trend but they hadn’t heard of Sgt 

TOBIAS O’SULLIVAN 
THE HERO OF 
KILMALLOCK

Thousands of officers served in the 
Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) during 
the course of its history, but few could 
have had the heroic yet sad career 
of Tobias O’Sullivan, who will be 
forever remembered as the Hero of 
Kilmallock, writes William Brown.

Tobias O’Sullivan RIC who on this one occasion reversed 
the trend. There are a number of accounts about the 
attack on Kilmallock, one from Inspector Richard Abbott 
QPM, one from a Garda officer and an account from the 
attackers compiled 30 years after the event in 1920.

BARRACKS UNDER ATTACK
What has been agreed is that the Barracks was attacked 
by the Fenians In 1867 they attacked a British military 

Sgt Tobias O’Sullivan
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Sgt Tobias O’Sullivan (centre) pictured with RIC Constables (l-r): J. Feeley, Tohs Holmes, Alfred 
Baillie and Martin Barry. (Photograph courtesy of William Brown)

outpost at Kilmallock, County Limerick, but were repelled 
by the defenders. Fifty-three years after that event, the 
IRA decided to burn the RIC Barracks to the ground.
     The barracks , a two-storey, solid masonry structure 
with steel shuttering , was set back from the road, 
and housed an RIC garrison of one sergeant and 17 
constables, all armed. Known to be a ‘tough’ building but 
its one possible weakness was its roof.
     On 28 March 1920, units in East Clare, Cork, Tipperary 
as well as Limerick were deployed in this attack although 
there are varying figures quoted for the defenders. 
Obviously the IRA would have wanted to inflate the 
numbers of defenders to make their attack appear less 
disastrous to those students of history after the event.
     Richard Abbott says there were 10 defenders, 
McCarthy states there were 28 and Garda Mike Rafferty 
does not mention the number of defenders probably 
because there were varying accounts and it was going to 
be difficult to establish this fact.
     What we do know is that the defenders were 
recognised after the event by various awards and if there 
had been 18 RIC officers not recognised they would have 
been bound to have made their displeasure known after 

the event. Be 
that as it may 
we will go on 
to outline the 
attack. It is 
agreed that 
the main party 
of attackers 
numbered 
about 60 men 
and they had 
local IRA guides 
and personnel 
who blocked 
roads, cut 
telephone wires 
and blocked 
the railway 
all to ensure 
reinforcements 
could not reach 
the barracks 
to assist the 
defenders. 
     The intention 
of the attackers 
was described 
by a George 
Lennon who 
stated the 
intention 
unambiguously 
as: “The 

barracks had been unsuccessfully attacked during the 
Rising of 1867 and at least one Fenian was found lying 
dead in the street. Now we were going to get our own 
back with a vengeance”
     The focus of the attack was from a local hotel, 
Carroll’s; to the right of the barracks as you look at the 
scene from the street. The attackers had taken over 
Carroll’s hotel, evacuated the guests and proprietors and 
commenced their attack which centred on setting fire to 
the barracks. 
     The hotel was the taller of the two buildings and as 
it had a skylight this allowed the attackers to drop heavy 
weights on to the barracks roof, break the slates and pour 
petrol into the attic which was set alight. Gunfire was 
directed at the barracks from three sides and a gunfight 
that lasted over 6 hours from 1.00am until 7.15am 
ensued. 
     Garda Mike Raferty stated that the attack was a 
fierce affair, and lasted five hours, by which time the 
barracks was a raging inferno, having been set on fire by 
the attackers. At the end of the five hours the attackers 
withdrew without having received the surrender of the 
garrison despite on numerous occasions having called on 





the party to surrender. 
     Accounts at the time record that Sgt O’Sullivan and 
his by now small party withdrew to a small building in the 
barracks yard. Newspapers of the day reported that he 
led the four surviving constables in a bayonet charge that 
dispersed the rebels. 
     This account is also probably embellished but what 
was not was that the party of 10 were involved in a major 
defence of the barracks not unlike something from the 
North West Frontier. Sgt O’Sullivan and one of the men 
were the only officers not wounded; his pocket book had 
deflected a bullet that saved his life.
     There were three fatalities in the attack, two of the 
garrison Sgt Thomas Keane (55093) and Constable Joseph 
Morton (54291) died in the flames; Sgt Keane had only 
arrived at Kilmallock Barracks from Dublin two days prior 
to the attack. 
     He was buried at Glasnevin Cemetery in Dublin and 
Constable Morton was buried in Kilmallock Catholic 
Cemetery. His funeral was an impressive one for the time. 
According to Richard Abbott there was the Band of the 
Royal Welch Fusiliers, three RIC firing parties amounting 
to 100 men, under the command of three DIs. 
     After the burial service three volleys were fired and the 
last post was played. The party then formed into three 
ranks and marched into the town where they stopped at 
the ruined barracks where they were addressed by Major 
General Tudor who awarded each defender promotion 
and a monetary award of £25. 
     Sgt Tobias O’Sullivan received a special award of £50. 
Sadly Constable Joseph Morton was not the only member 
of his family to die in the service of the RIC. His father was 
shot in Belfast in 1872, and he was born while his mother 

was on the way to the funeral. The attackers lost their 
Commandant Liam Scully who came from Co. Kerry. He 
was buried in Templeglantine Cemetery.
     There were a number of survivors on the RIC side and 
one of them continued his policing career. Although not 
expected to live, Constable Arthur Hooey (66674) survived 
went up to Northern Ireland joined the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC) and completed 37 years’ service in 
1947. 
     In the equestrian world during the late 1920s and the 
1930s, Ireland had one of the best show-jumping teams. 
One of the team members was Monaleen man Major 
Gerard O’Dwyer and his horse Limerick Lace. Gerard 
was a member of the IRA and took part in the raid that 
resulted in the burning of the RIC Barracks in Kilmallock.
     After this event, he had to go on the run. O’Dwyer 
took the side of Michael Collins during the Civil War, and 
joined the Irish Army Equitation School after he had been 
offered a position there. 
     During his time in the Equitation School, he won eight 
Nations Cups in a row and six Aga Khan Cups at the 
Dublin Horse Show from 1926 to 1936. In 1934, Gerard 
O’Dwyer became a Major in the Irish Army.
     In the fast changing scene in the RIC in Ireland at this 
time Tobias O’Sullivan was promoted Head Constable on 
28 May 1920 as stated earlier for his part in the Kilmallock 
defence. On 26 September 1920 he was promoted 
District Inspector, 3rd class and transferred to Listowel, 
Co. Kerry. It is hard to believe that in four months Tobias 
was promoted from Sergeant to District Inspector. 
     Tobias O’Sullivan had everything going for him or had 
he? On 20 January 1921 he was walking from the RIC 
Barracks to his home a short distance away, accompanied 
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by his seven-year-old son. It was 1.20pm and he had his 
son by the hand. A number of shots rang out and he was 
fatally shot in the head and body. 
     It is believed that he was shot by the 6th Battalion 
North Kerry IRA. One of those involved in the shooting 
in an account recorded 30 years after the event failed to 
recount that he was walking along the street with his son. 
He left a wife, a son and two daughters. 
     On 24 January after Mass he was buried in Glasnevin 
Cemetery in a funeral fit for the hero that Tobias 
O’Sullivan was. An RIC party with arms reversed led 
the procession followed by the Bands of the Lancashire 
Fusiliers, the RIC and the DMP. 
     The cortege party followed which in turn was followed 
by a large number of dignitaries including the Lord 
Lieutenant, Inspector General RIC, Commissioner of the 
DMP and HQ and Divisional authorities another RIC party 
with arms reversed, a party from the DMP and relatives 
and friends followed. After the committal service the Last 
Post was then sounded.
     In the investigation that followed eight men were 
arrested, four charged with murder. Two of those charged 
were sentenced to death but were released after the 
truce. After the arrests, a local lady who had helped the 
RIC with their enquiries had to leave the country. 
     Two RIC pensioners in the area – James Kane and 
Patrick Roche – were murdered as spies for the security 
forces. Sounds familiar doesn’t it? Tobias O’Sullivan had 
four brothers in the RIC. No police force could have had 
a more gallant nor faithful officer than District Inspector 
Tobias O’Sullivan.

THE AFTERMATH
Con Brosnan was one who told the story of his 
involvement in the shooting of District Inspector (DI) 
Tobias O’Sullivan in Listowel in January 1921. 
     O’Sullivan usually walked home for his dinner. Brosnan 
and two others waited inside a pub for a colleague to 
signal the DI’s approach from across the street. 
     When they got the signal, they rushed out with their 
pistols at the ready and killed the DI in a hail of bullets. It 
was only in the midst of the firing that Brosnan realised 
O’Sullivan was holding his five-year-old son by the hand. 
     Although the boy was physically unharmed, one 
sensed that Con Brosnan never got over that day and 
regretted what happened for the rest of his life, especially 
after he had children of his own. 
     Brosnan was a captain in the Free State Army in North 
Kerry during the Civil War. 
     Afterwards he devoted much of his energy to football 
and he ensured a safe conduct for Republicans to play 
games.
     He joined with Republican players like John Joe Sheehy 
and Joe Barrett. Together they used football to help 
overcome the bitterness. John Joe Sheehy captained Kerry 
to all-Ireland success in 1924, just one year after the Civil 
War ended.
     In 1929, Joe Barrett captained Kerry to the initial win 
of their first four-in-a-row All-Ireland Football titles. He 
was selected as captain again in 1931, but he gave the 
captaincy to Con Brosnan in recognition of the latter’s 
magnificent contribution to Kerry, both on and off the 
football field.

LOOK BACK



COMMISSIONER BROY

66  Síocháin 

Eamon Broy was born and reared in the townland of 
Ballinure, located on the Rathangan to Clonbullogue 

Road, quite close to his final resting place, where the 
former Garda Commissioner is interred in the Coolegagen 
Cemetery.
     His father was a small farmer who supplemented his 
income as a road maintenance contractor for the county 
council.  His mother Elizabeth [nee Berry] came from the 
nearby townland of Clonbrock. 
     He was born in 1887. All through his life, Eamon 
maintained a very close contact with his native place 
and its folklore as well as the neighbours with whom 
he had grown up. 
He attended the 
National school at 
Rathangan before 
going on to attend 
a Dublin college. 
From an early age he 
had a keen interest 
in and participated 
in all types of 
athletic activity and 
competitions and 
was above average 
ability in this regard.
     He joined the 
Royal Irish 
Constabulary (RIC) 
in August 1910 but 
after three weeks in 
training he resigned. 
In 1911 he joined the 
Dublin Metropolitan 
Police (DMP) and 
was probably drawn 
to it through the 
great opportunities 
it provided for sport 

THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF EAMON BROY

A memorial in memory of Colonel Eamon Broy, Garda Commissioner from 1933 to 
1938, was unveiled in Coolegagen Cemetery near Rathangan, Co. Kildare by Charles 
Flanagan, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Aine Broy, daughter of the late Eamon Broy in 
September. Donal J. O’Sullivan looks back on the life and times of Commissioner Broy.

and athletics activity.
     In 1915, Eamon Broy was appointed as a clerk in the 
Detective Section of the DMP then known as ‘G’ Division 
and located at Exchange Street, Dublin. A short while 
later the ‘G’ Division moved to No 1 Brunswick Street, 
Dublin, which is now Pearse Street Garda Station. He 
played no role in the events of 1916 in Dublin. 

CORE OF BRITISH INTELLIGENCE
‘G’ Division and its detectives were at the core of British 
intelligence in Ireland and the most secret documentation 
relating to the activities of the Irish Republican 

Cllr Mark Stafford, Lt Col (retired) Paul Allen, Aine Broy (daughter of Ned Broy) and George 
Hipwell, Rathangan Credit Union, at a press conference to announce details of the unveiling of 
the Colonel Eamon Broy monument.
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Brotherhood, the Irish Volunteers, the Irish Citizen Army 
and Sinn Fein passed through the hands of Eamon Broy 
who had a senior clerical post there.
     He was an Irish Nationalist at heart and after some 
time concluded that the intelligence to which he was 
privy could be useful to those on the Republican side and 
those in the nationalist  movement at the time. He made 
many attempts to inform well-known nationalists that 
he could possibly help them in their cause but his efforts 
were rebutted for some time.
     Eventually, in April 1918 Eamon Broy was introduced 
to Michael Collins who was responsible for intelligence 
gathering on the Republican side. By June of 1918, he 
along with two other members of the 
DMP – Detectives Joseph Kavanagh and 
James McNamara – were having regular 
meetings with Michael Collins. 
     As time went on Broy and McNamara 
were meeting Collins at the home of 
Thomas Gay at Clontarf, where they 
were passing on vital information and 
intelligence to Michael Collins such as the 
cipher codes in use by the DMP and the 
RIC.
     Sometime later, Michael Collins made 
separate contact with David Neligan 
a policeman who worked as a clerk in 
Dublin Castle and he too became another 
source of information and intelligence for 
Collins.

DOUBLE AGENT FOR COLLINS
Broy continued to be a double-agent for 
Michael Collins and continued to supply 
vital information up to 1921. On at least 
three separate occasions he saved Collins 

from arrest – and possibly death – by tipping him off that 
searches were being organised by the British to entrap 
him [Collins].
     In what must be one of the most daring espionage 
acts of all time, Broy smuggled Michael Collins and a man 
named Sean Nunan into the ‘G’ Division archives at Pearse 
Street on 7 April 1919. Collins and Nunan spent eight 
hours [at nighttime] going through all the confidential 
files relating to Republicans and taking notes from same.
     One of the files related to Michael Collins himself 
and he got a great kick from seeing what the British had 
on record about him. Broy had locked the door of the 
archive while Collins and Nunan were in there and he also 
took the precaution of locking the bedroom doors of the 
dormitories where all the other ‘G’ men slept.
     Eventually Broy’s luck ran out and he was arrested 
in June 1921 by the RIC on suspicion that ‘he was 
collaborating with the enemy’. He was imprisoned in 
Arbour Hill prison. 
     His Superintendent in ‘G’ Division was apparently 
totally unaware of Broy’s activities and in order to save 
his own skin he had the foresight to clear out Broy’s 
locker and burn the contents. This got rid of all the 
evidence against Broy and as a result he escaped without 
indictment. He was released from Arbour Hill following 
the Truce in 1921.
     His friendship with Collins continued and while Collins 
was in London during the Anglo/Irish negotiations Eamon 
Broy acted as his personal secretary and accompanied him 
every morning to Mass at St Mary’s Brompton Oratory. 
Eamon Broy took no part in the Civil War of 1922-23.
     He was appointed Secretary of the new Department of 
Aviation in 1922 and in July 1922 he was appointed 

Aine Broy with a portrait of her father Ned Broy.

As Garda Commissioner Broy maintained a very low profile and his 
photograph rarely appeared in any publication.





Adjutant of the first Irish Air Corps where he attained the 
rank of Colonel. Michael Collins was unquestionably the 
influence through which he got these appointments.

NEW POLICE FORCE
Eamon Broy was present at Dublin’s Gresham Hotel on 
9 February 1922 when a meeting took place to organise 
a new police force to replace the RIC. He was appointed 
to a sub-committee dealing with ‘Conditions of Service’ 
for the new Force. The report of the police organising 
committee was submitted to the Government and 
approved in its entirety on 3 March 1922.
     In 1923 he married Miss Elizabeth Usher from Birr, Co 
Offaly and they had five children – two boys Patrick and 
Eamon, and three girls Elizabeth, Maura and Aine.
     On the amalgamation of the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police with 
An Garda Síochána in 1925, 
Eamon Broy was appointed Chief 
Superintendent for the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area (DMA). 
     In 1929 he was appointed 
Commandant of the Garda Depot, 
and on 2 April 1933 he was 
appointed Head of Crime Special 
Branch by the new Fíanna Fáil 
Government. With Commissioner 
Eoin O’Duffy dismissed from office 
by the new government on 22 
February 1933, he immediately 
replaced by Col. Eamon Broy.
     The appointment of the new 
Commissioner took everybody by 
surprise and was most surprising 
in that Deputy Commissioners 

Eamon Coogan and WRE 
Murphy and Assistant 
Commissioners Patrick Walsh 
and Edward Cullen were 
passed over for the promotion. 
The new Commissioner was 
obviously trusted by the new 
Government, even though he 
had been very close to Michael 
Collins in earlier years. 
     In replies by An Taoiseach 
Eamon de Valera to queries in 
the Dáil about the promotion 
he stated bluntly that 
Eamon Broy had not been a 
chief of police in an earlier 
Government and they wanted 
a Commissioner whom nobody 
could accuse of “being 
deliberately and politically 
opposed to the Fianna Fail 
Government and likely to be 

biased in his attitude because of past affiliations”.

GARDA RECRUITMENT 
By mid-1933 the Fianna Fáil Government and its Taoiseach 
decided to recruit new and politically-dependent members 
to An Garda Síochána. On 5 August 1933, 42 men were 
attested and appointed detectives on the same day 
without training. On 9 August 1933 an additional 18 men 
were recruited and armed and, in plain clothes, assigned 
to Dublin Castle. 
     In the following month another 19 men were attested, 
armed and assigned to Special Branch. The 79 men 
attested in this manner immediately became referred to as 
the ‘Broy Harriers’ – making an analogy between them 

Broy was a double-agent for Michael Collins and continued to supply vital 
information up to 1921.

By mid-1933 the Fianna Fáil Government and its Taoiseach Eamon de Valera 
decided to recruit new and politically-dependent members to An Garda 
Síochána.
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Many people may never have heard of Broy until the 
film about the life of Michael Collins was made in the 
1990s as portrayed here by the actor Stephen Rea.

and the Black and Tans of the 1920/21 era. 
     They were all appointed detectives on the day they 
joined and they got no training; 80% of the men were 
aged over 27 years; 62 were under standard Garda 
height; 43% were married. Overall, only 10% complied 
with standard Garda entry requirements. About 75% of 
them had been active in the IRA and had opposed the 
Treaty, later following Eamon De Valera into Fianna Fáil. 
They were all from Dublin.
     By the end of 1934 another 310 men were recruited 
and assigned to Garda duties after a very brief training. 
Over 56% were over age; 32% were below the required 
height and 25% were married. In 1935 a further 170 
men were attested and many of these did not meet the 
ordinary entry requirements.
     Commissioner Broy displayed considerable weakness 
in the face of his political masters by permitting the 
appointment of those members outside the normal entry 
to the Garda Síochána. 
     The established members of the Force who had faced 
adversity and death over the previous decade were 
shocked and dismayed at the development as their new 
‘comrades-in-arms’’ had all been in the IRA after 1922 
and had put their [the Gardaí] lives at risk all over Ireland.
     Since the foundation of the Force in 1922 the 
introduction of the members known as the ‘Broy Harriers’ 
has been the most extraordinary and controversial event 
in the history of the Force. The ‘Broy Harriers’ had  a 
controversial history and in the most  publicised event 
involving them was the fatal shooting of a farmer at a 
cattle sale in Marsh’s yard in Cork in 1940.
     Between 1933 and 1935 the army officers who were 
employed as ministerial drivers were removed from their 
positions and replaced by the new members – the ‘Broy 
Harriers’. This initiated the employment of Gardaí as 
Ministers’ drivers.

‘BROY HARRIERS’
As Garda Commissioner, Eamon Broy maintained a very 
low profile and his photograph rarely appeared in any 
publication. The majority of the Force bore a grievance for 
the introduction of the ‘Broy Harriers’ into their midst. 
     Members claimed that the appointments were made 
by an Taoiseach Eamon de Valera and the Fianna Fail 
Government as they did no trust the members of the 
Force who were appointed during the reign of the earlier 
Cumann na nGael Government.
     David Neligan who was attached to Dublin Castle and 
supplied Intelligence to Michael Collins wrote a book after 
his retirement titled ‘’The Spy in the Castle’’ which sold 
very well. The publication of this book took the gloss off 
the role of others such as Eamon Broy and gave publicity 
to the type of work and co -operation given to the Irish 
leaders of the time by members of the DMP and RIC.
     Eamon Broy holds the most unique record of being 
a member of the RIC, the DMP and An Garda Síochána. 

REFERENCES
’Michael Collins and the making of a new Ireland’ by 
Piaras Beasley
‘A History of the Garda Síochána’ by Liam McNiffe
‘The Garda Síochána – Policing Independent Ireland’ 
by Gregory Allen
‘The Depot’ by Donal J. O’Sullivan
‘The Jubilee Edition of the Friendship Magazine [IPA] 
1997

Arising from his great interest in athletics he held the 
position of President of the Olympic Council of Ireland 
from 1935 to 1952 and he attended sports events in 
many countries. He was very fluent in many languages.
     In fairness to his term as Garda Commissioner it was 
a difficult time. The Economic War was taking place; the 
state of the economy was bad; there were  occasional 
outrages by the IRA and there was much agitation by 
the ‘Blue Shirts’ whose leader was ironically Mr Broy’s 
predecessor – ex-Commissioner Eoin O’Duffy.
     Relations between Eamon Broy and the Government 
became strained and he resigned his post as 
Commissioner in 1938. He enjoyed a long and happy 
retirement, before he passed away in 1972 at the age of 
85 years.
     Many people may never have heard of Eamon Broy 
until the film made about the life of Michael Collins was 
made in the 1990s. His role in that film was portrayed 
by the actor Stephen Rea – with an exceptionally good 
portrayal of Collins’ visit to the archives at Brunswick 
Street. 
     In the film Eamon Broy is shown burning documents in 
a fire and being caught in the act by British officers who 
tortured and murdered him.
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Daniel Maunsell was born at Forth William, 
Abbeydorney, Co. Kerry on 12 January 1871, the 

fifth child in a family of eight. His father, Michael, could 
be described as a person farming a medium-sized farm 
and in “comfortable circumstances”. His mother Hanora 
O’Carroll was from a neighbouring farm. 
     The children attended the local national school. 
Having completed national school he attended the CBS 
Secondary School 
in Tralee. After 
leaving school 
he worked for 
some time on his 
father’s farm.
     At the age 
of 19 he was 
recommended 
for membership 
of the RIC by 
Head Constable 
Kelly of Tralee 
and inducted 
into the Force 
on 1 June 1891, 
aged 20 years 
and five months. 
He was allocated 
registration 
number 55061, 
and was 
appointed to 
Galway East 
Riding on 6 May 
1892 and to 
Glengariffe, Co. 

1916 GARDEN OF 
REMEMBRANCE TO 

REMEMBER
At the opening of the 1916 Garden of Remembrance at Inchigeela in Cork in May, a tree 
was planted in memory of Sgt Daniel Maunsell by his great, great grandson Karl Horgan. 
Here Pat Lehane, Killarney GSRMA Branch Chairman, reports on the life and times of this 
RIC officer, who was killed during the War of Independence.

Cork on 21 October 1893. 
     Members at that time were not permitted to marry 
for seven years (a regulation subsequently adopted by An 
Garda Síochána). On 2 October 1898 he married 21-year-
old Mary Ellen Carroll, a native of Co. Offaly. They had a 
family of four. 
     After his marriage he was assigned to Courtmacsherry, 
where served for 11 years. On 1 January 1909 he was 

Pictured with RIC policemen at Inchigeela, Co. Cork, Sgt Daniel Maunsell is the tall officer 
wearing a tie and standing in the centre of the back row.

SERGEANT DANIEL MAUNSELL
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SERGEANT DANIEL MAUNSELL

promoted Acting Sergeant and appointed to Union Quay 
RIC Station.
     In 1910 he was assigned to Inchigeela, Co. Cork, with 
the family occupying the house attached to the station. 
     They would appear to have got on well with the 
locals. Their children attended the local national school. 
Daniel would appear to have been an active but fair in the 
enforcement of his duties. He organised raids on a regular 
basis under the Illicit Distillation Acts in the Coolmountain 
area which was appreciated by a number of households. 
     Life was reasonably good for the Sergeant and family 
until 14 October 1919 when their son, Thomas, died from 
blood poisoning, aged 11 years.

POLICE STATION ATTACKS
At about this time the 8th Battalion of the 1st Cork 
Brigade IRA was becoming active and in conformity 
with common policy put plans in place to attack police 
stations. The night of 3 January 1920 was selected as the 
night to lay siege to Inchigeela Station. 
     The strategy was to breach the gable wall and then 
pour in petrol, setting the building alight. The village had 
been cordoned off while a group of 60, IRA men gathered  
at Carrignacurra Castle under the command of Patrick 
O’Sullivan (Paddy Donnchada Eoin), Ballyvourney, O/C 
8th Batt with Dan McSweeney(Dan Thady), Kilnamartyra, 
second in command. 
     They approached the barrack from opposite directions, 
which was then manned by Sgt Maunsell and four 
constables. The defensive equipment consisted of light 
machine guns, rifles and hand grenades, while the 
IRA were armed with 50 shotguns, ’bulldog’ revolvers 
and two police carbines. These were captured from 
the Constables Butler and Bennett of Ballingeary in an 
ambush at the Mouth of the Glen (Beal A Gleanna) on 7 
June 1918. 
     An attempt to breach the gable with crowbars failed. 
A fairly intensive battle ensued, lasting from 10pm to 4am 
when the attacking party withdrew, allegedly owing to a 
misunderstood order. After their departure and for about 
two hours the station party sporadically discharged their 
rifles. A Constable Moore was slightly wounded, but, 
recovered. 
     The concluding paragraph, in an excerpt from ‘The 
Cork Examiner’, sums up the battle in defence of the 
barrack: “A task that demanded of them the exercise of 
every ounce of their strength and put their courage to the 
extreme test. The manner in which the men behaved has 
been commented upon officially in terms of the highest 
praise”. 

A FIRST CLASS REWARD
On 4 February 1920 Sgt Maunsell was given a first class 
reward of £10, which was a considerable amount at that 
time. A second attack was planned for the night of 7 
March 1920, but was called off when it came to light that 

Members were not permitted to marry for seven 
years (a regulation subsequently adopted by An 
Garda Síochána). On 2 October 1898 he married 
21-year-old Mary Ellen Carroll, a native of Co. Offaly.

the defences were much enhanced. 
     There was a steely determination to take these 
barracks and a more sophisticated plan was conceived. It 
was known that a certain man also suspected of being an 
informer was supplying poteen to the station party. 
     A doctor was consulted and he introduced a sedative 
drug into the spirits to tranquilise the station party and 
then capture the station and firearms, but, the station 
party refused to partake of it. The purveyor of spirits was 
given 12 hours to leave, which he did.
     During 1920 the IRA in the area were very active and 
had a bomb-making factory (cum detention centre) at 
Carrigbawn, Ballingeary. 
     The flying column were in bivouac, while training on 
the Derrynasaggart Mountains. Traolach MacSuibhne, 
former Lord Mayor of Cork, regularly cycled through 
Inchigeela on his way to Tooreenduve, Ballingeary where 
IRA strategy meetings took place. 
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     Also at Toureenduve two Scottish Nationals, namely 
Claude Chavasse and Ian Baun McKenzie Kennedy (aka 
‘Scottie’), converted to active Republicanism. The latter 
was shot by Free State troops in Cork on 8 July 1922. 

HOT BED OF ACTIVITIES
Sgt Maunsell had a comprehensive dossier built on all 
activities and personnel, a matter of grave concern to 
the IRA. It would appear that he had “been advised” a 
number of times to resign. 
     Being an obstinate man he refused. Also if he retired 
he would lose his pension, with just one year left, for full 
service. During the summer of 1920 he was transferred 
to Macroom, leaving his family in Inchigeela, as he 
considered it safer. 
     On the night of Saturday 21 August 1920 (at approx. 
9pm) he was shot in the doorway of Corcoran’s Hotel 
(Now Creedon’s Hotel) in Inchigeela Village. Three 
conflicting reports arise in relation to the shooting; (a) He 
was coming from Mass, accompanied by his daughter 
Ciss, (B); He was on his way to work, in Bandon; (c) He 
was coming from a pub. He was removed from the scene 
of the shooting to the Barrack, where he died an hour 
later. A number of men would appear to be involved.
     On the morning of 22 August 1920 a lorry-load of 
eight constables, under the command of County Inspector 
Trevor Rigg (59037) were sent to investigate and bring 
the body back to Cork for post mortem. On route they 
were observed by local volunteers, at Lissarda, who then 
planned an ambush on their return. 
     On the return journey the lorry was forced to stop 
by a cart positioned on the road. They were ordered 
to surrender, but, instead jumped from the lorry and 
commenced firing .Michael Galvin, an IRA volunteer, was 
fatally wounded. 
     A limestone cross on the left, coming from Cork, 
before O’Leary’s garage marks the location. It would also 
be mile, as the crow flies, to the ambush site at Beal Na 
Blath. Sgt Maunsell’s body was taken to the city morgue 
in Cork. 

BOYCOTT OF CROWN FORCES
A boycott of crown forces meant that no undertaker 
would handle the body. A hearse driven by the RIC 
brought the coffin to St Finbarr’s cemetery, where he is 
buried, beside his son, Tommy. 
     His wife Mary Ellen, having received compensation, 
bought a house at 11 Magdala Terrace, Gardiner’s Hill in 
Cork. She never recovered and died of heart failure on 
the 28 April 1923. Their daughter, Ciss, married Michael 
Horgan from Blackrock, Cork.
     During this period of Irish history the ordinary day-
to-day business was completely disrupted. The inclusion 
of death notices on papers was either boycotted or 
intimidation used to prevent publication. 
vThe only reference to Sgt Maunsell subsequent to his 

death was that “he was of comfortable farming stock 
from the mid-Kerry area”. This caused problems for his 
family, of latter years, because they did not know where 
he was buried. 
     His grandchildren searched for many years before 
they sought help from Joe Creedon (Creedon’s Hotel) in 
Inchigeela. Both Joe and the Kerry Historical Society then 
discovered the grave in St Finbarr’s cemetery in Cork. 
     A man of vision, Joe decided it would be a good idea 
to bring all parties of the tragedy together. This was done 
in August 2008 when Fr Gerard Creedon (Joe’s brother) 
celebrated a Mass at Inchigeela Church at which relatives 
of both parties attended. 
     The Maunsell family was represented by his grandson 
Michael Horgan and his two sons (Michael and Gary with 
their sons Tim and Karl. B Coy), while eight Battalion-old 
IRA were represented by Mary O’Leary, daughter-in-law of 
Danny O’Leary and Mary Fitzgerald O’Sullivan, daughter 
of Michael O’Sullivan (aka ‘Mick Sean Rua’), and Jim 
Quinlan, nephew of Tim Quinlan. 
     Fr Gerard described the occasion as “healing the 
wounds of history”. Everybody was comfortable with 
each other, with a great sense of relief all round and in 
the words of Joe Creedon “we have moved mountains”. 
     On 14 May 2016, a Garden of Remembrance was 

The Maunsell headstone at St Finbarr’s cemetery.
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National school children from Kilbarry and Inchigeel plant a tree in the 1916 Garden of 
Remembrance at the official opening. (Pic: Connie Cronin, The Southern Star)

opened at Inchigeela where Karl Horgan planted a tree 
to the memory of his great, great grandfather, Sgt Daniel 
Maunsell.

PLAYING DIVERSE ROLES
Ironically family or extended family members played 
diverse roles in this war and this case is no different. 
Michael Horgan’s maternal grandmother, Margaret 
O’Reilly was a sister to Col. Joe O’Reilly (born Bantry 
1893) who was Michael Collins’ ADC and was with him 
when he was shot at Beal Na Blath. 
     Margaret, who married a Tim Dineen, resided at 
Douglas. She is buried in St Finbarr’s Cemetery. While the 
Horgan family were in search of their grandfather’s grave, 
they visited her grave several times oblivious to the fact 
that he was buried on the opposite side.
     Daniel Maunsell’s older brother, Michael, joined the 
Christian Brothers, his religious name was Brother Justice 
Maunsell. He taught at the CBS on Dublin’s Westland 
Row. One of his pupils was none other than Padraig 
Pearse. The Brother is credited with formulating his pupil’s 
Republican thinking and idealism. 
     A parchment was presented to Bro. Justice, just before 
the Rising in 1916 by Padraig Pearse. This is on display 
in the Museum at St Enda’s School in Rathfarnham. Bro. 
Justice was later transferred to Cork, where he died and is 
buried there.
     Coincidentally the late Sgt James Lucey is a native 
of Derryvaleen, Ballingeary (the parish of Ivelery – Uibh 
Laoghaire – encompasses the villages of both Ballingeary 

and Inchigeela) 
situated within four 
miles of Inchigeela, 
served as Sgt I/C of 
Abbeydorney until 
the very early 1960s. 
     Both him and 
Sgt Maunsell served 
in similar capacities 
under different 
regimes, within a 
space of 40 years and 
yet it is very possible 
that Sgt Lucey never 
heard of him or knew 
of his fate, such 
were the times. Both 
came from similar 
backgrounds, being 
farmers’ sons who 
worked the soil. 

RECONCILIATION & 
DIPLOMACY
It would appear that 
Sgt Lucey was also 

respected and well liked. The present Abbeydorney Post 
Master, Frank O’Donovan, is his God child. His married 
daughter also resides locally, should Abbeydorney and 
Inchigeela enter into a twinning arrangement!
     To achieve this reconciliation in 2008 required 
diplomacy, courage and astute decision making in the 
proper environment. There is no doubt but that this can 
be emulated in other part as several incidents are known 
and documented. 
     The case outlined is a good template to follow. Of 
course Inchigeela was never “behind the door” in so far 
as reconciliation was concerned. 
     During the Kilmichael Ambush on 28 November 
1920 a wounded auxiliary, Cadet Cecil Guthrie, escaped 
from battle. A few days later he was found hiding, in a 
bog, at Annahala near Macroom and was shot dead by 
volunteers. He was buried there. In 1924 his body was 
exhumed, at the behest of his family, who refused to 
claim the remains. 
     He was then buried in the Protestant Churchyard in 
Inchigeela at a time when political feelings were both raw 
and sensitive in a very Republican-orientated area. 
     This at the time must have stretched the definition of 
tolerance to its limits.  The veracity of the old séan fhocal 
rings true ‘I scail a cheile is sea a mhaireann na daoine’. 

*Pat Lehane, who is a native of Ballingeary, West Cork, 
wishes to acknowledge the assistance of Pat Sommers, 
Killarney, Eileen Maunsell, Abbeydorney and Joe Creedon 
for the research into this article.

SERGEANT DANIEL MAUNSELL
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Michael Clerkin was born on 
23 May, 1952, son of Patrick 

and Mary Clerkin of Monaghan. He 
joined An Garda Síochána on 23 
February, 1972. Garda Michael Clerkin 
(18189G) was allocated to Portlaoise 
prior to his transfer to Portarlington 
Station. 
    On 16 October, 1976 Garda 
Clerkin with colleagues Sgt Jim 
Cannon, Detective Garda Tom Peters, 
Detective Garda Ben Thornton and 
Garda Gerry Bohan, responded to a 
call at a derelict house at Garryhinch, 
Portarlington, Co. Laois. 
    Upon arrival the Gardaí began to 
conduct a search of the premises 
when a booby-trap IRA bomb 
exploded, killing Garda Clerkin 
and seriously wounding his four 
colleagues.
    Since the founding of An Garda Síochána members of 
the Force have carried out their duty without thinking of 
the dangers they place their lives in. 
    I find it disappointing and upsetting that for 40 years 
these brave Gardaí were not awarded Scott Gold medals. 
This was a cold-blooded and calculated murder against 
the Guardians of the Peace and must not be forgotten.

EVENT NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN
The following eulogy at the 40th anniversary Mass was 
delivered by Laois-Offaly Garda Divisional Officer, Chief 
Supt John Scanlon:

“This Mass marks the remembrance of the events of 
16 October, 1976, when five members of An Garda 
Síochána – Sgt Jim Cannon, Garda Michal Clerkin, Garda 

EULOGY 
REMEMBERS 

FALLEN HEROES
Marking the 40th anniversary of the death of Garda Michael Clerkin, who died in an IRA 
bombing incident near the Laois-Offaly border, a Mass was celebrated at St Michael’s 
Church in Portarlington on 15 October. Report by Jim Phelan, Secretary of the GSRMA 
Portlaoise Branch.

Gerry Bohan of Portarlington with Detective Garda Ben 
Thornton and Detective Garda Tom Peters – responded 
to an anonymous telephone call that a number of armed 
men were at a disused farmhouse and that these men 
would attempt to murder the then Fine Gael Minister 
Oliver J. Flanagan. 
    Having planned the search these members 
courageously went to the farmhouse to search and 
confront this gang. What unfolded was the luring of 
the Gardaí to the house that had been booby trapped 
with a bomb. The death of Garda Michael Clerkin and 
the grievous wounding of the other members puts these 
events amongst the darkest days of An Garda Síochána. 
These events should never be forgotten. Garda Michael 
Clerkin was 24 years of age when these events took 
place.

GARDA MICHAEL CLERKIN
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GSRMA members pictured after attending the mass 
were (l-r): Alan Murphy (Portlaoise GSRMA) with Gerry 
Dolan and Mick Gillespie (Tullamore GSRMA).

    From a 
historical 
prospective 
some 200 
people had 
been killed in 
the Northern 
Troubles. 
Garda Michael 
Reynolds had 
recently been 
murdered, 
the British 
Ambassador, 
and a Civil 
Servant, Ms 
Judith Cook, 
who was 
accompanying 
the Ambassador, 
was also killed in 
Dublin.
    On the night 
of 16 October, an hour before the events at Garryhinch, 
the President of Ireland had signed the Emergency Powers 
Act into Law, against this backdrop Garda Michael Clerkin 
and his colleagues made their way to Garryhinch.
    The sacrifice of Garda Clerkin and other members of 
An Garda Síochána during these times ensured that the 
rule of Law and democratic rule of Ireland was protected 
and endures to this day. 
    It is sometimes difficult to reflect and think we are 
living in the same country today. The sacrifices of these 
members of An Garda Síochána and their families has 
undoubted contributed to the peace we enjoy in this 
country today and goes to the core of the culture of 

GARDA MICHAEL CLERKIN

Ben Thornton, Jim Cannon and Gerry Bohan pictured 
at the 40th Anniversary Mass for Garda Michael 
Clerkin.

Tom Peters pictured at the 40th 
Anniversary Mass for Garda Michael 
Clerkin.

    An Garda Síochána to protect and serve the people of 
Ireland. Whereas some people will forget these events, for 
others it will not be possible to forget, the scars of injury 
and suffering of the families is everlasting.
    On my own behalf and on behalf of the men and 
women of An Garda Síochána, I want to bare testimony 
to the men on that night and to ensure them that their 
deeds of bravery and their sacrifices will not be forgotten. 
My thoughts, in particular on this day, are with the 
families of the late Garda Clerkin and of the former 
Detective Garda Peters who suffered horrendous injuries 
on the night and is unable to be with us here today.
    In the past number of months I have discussed this 
case with the Garda Commissioner and I have prepared 
a submission for the award of Scott Medals to be 
considered for all of the members present at Garryhinch 
on the night.
    I also want to place on record my gratitude and that of 
An Garda Síochána to the local people of the area who 
made their way to the house on that night, who with 
their bare hands assisted the Gardaí (our colleagues) on 
the night in digging the survivors from the rubble.
    An Garda Síochána is one of the few professions in 
Ireland where there is a risk that those who go to work 
will not return to their families and loved ones.
My thoughts on this day also are with Garda Michael 
Clerkin’s girlfriend at that time, Betty Cooper, members 
of the other emergency services who attended, and all 
members of An Garda Síochána who were serving on that 
night and stationed in the Portlaoise District at that time.
    It is now clear, with the benefit of hindsight, that 
Garda Clerkin did not die in vain, and that his sacrifice has 
ensured that the peace we enjoy today will be part of his 
legacy and that the proud tradition of An Garda Síochána 
and an unarmed policing service. His memory will not be 
forgotten.”

May He Rest in Peace
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LONGFORD 
LANDS BEST 

LOCAL AUTHORITY AWARD
The employees of Longford County Council had plenty of reason to celebrate recently when 
they scooped the ‘Best Local Authority Award’ at the 25th Occupational Safety Awards in 
Killarney, Co. Kerry.

Síocháin   85

The annual awards scheme – run 
jointly by the National Irish Safety 

Organisation (NISO) and the Northern 
Ireland Safety Group (NISG) – are highly 
regarded and valued among organisations 
throughout Ireland. The scheme 
demonstrates a positive and proactive 
culture of safety management within the 
country.
     The award is presented to the local 
authority that has shown consistently good 
and continuously improving health and 
safety performance and contribution to 
occupational health and safety.
     Thrilled to have won an award for the 
second year in a row, Mary Gouldsbury, 
Longford County Council’s Health and 
Safety Officer, said that health and safety 
is an integral part of business. Longford 
County Council’s safety management 
system is registered to the international 
standard OSHAS 18001:2007. 
     The council received registration to 
OHSAS 18001:2007 in 2014, thereby making it the 
first local authority in the country to have registration 
across sections in all directorates. OHSAS 18001:2007 is 
an international standard which helps to maintain and 
continually improve health and safety by using the four-
step management method – Plan, Do, Check, Act.

INDEPENDENT AUDIT
The National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) carries 
out an independent audit to externally validate the safety 
management system every year.  This process helps with 
providing a safer workplace for employees, contractors 
and the public. 
     Delighted with the win, Chief Executive, Paddy Mahon 
said Longford County Council takes the health and safety 

Pictured at the presentation of the ‘Best Local Authority Award’ 
to Longford County Council at the 25th NISO/NISG Occupational 
Safety Awards in Killarney, Co. Kerry, were (l-r): Paddy Mahon, Chief 
Executive; Mary Gouldsbury, Health and Safety Officer; Mick Cahill, 
Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council; Paul Newell, Senior 
Executive Engineer; Fergal McKevitt, National Irish Safety Organisation 
(NISO); Trisha Cahill, Clerical Officer; Eamonn Bennett, Senior 
Executive Engineer; Brian McNeala, Executive Engineer; Marie Kenny, 
Senior Staff Officer; and Sarah McKiver, Safety Representative.

of employees very seriously. “We work in a high risk 
environment and having a safety management system 
that helps employees, contractors and members of the 
public return to their families safely each day is a top 
priority.”
     He added that participation in the NISO/NISG Safety 
Awards demonstrates a positive corporate governance 
attitude within their organisation and a dedication to the 
achievement of health and safety excellence.
     In conclusion, he noted that the award was 
recognition for “the strong personal commitment of 
council employees to continual improvements”, which he 
said “helps with aiming to achieve the highest standards 
in occupational health, safety and welfare within our 
diverse range of services across the organisation”. 
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AN OFFALY 
GREAT TRAVEL 

STRATEGY!
Offaly County Council is promoting its first ever Active Travel programme, which hit the 
road in Birr this summer, in a bid to encourage people to get active by walking, running or 
cycling during these cold and crisp winter nights.

The main emphasis of Offaly’s new 
Active Travel programme is to promote 

alternatives to taking the car, to encourage 
people to get out of their cars, use public 
transport and to walk and cycle to their 
destinations.
     Offaly is one of a number of local 
authorities to have received funding to 
implement this initiative, which has already 
proved to be a great success in towns such 
as Dungarvan in Waterford and Westport in 
Mayo.
     Working in partnership with the 
Department of Transport, Tourism and 
Sport, local businesses, schools and 
communities, Offaly County Council aims to 
transform not just people’s travel patterns, 
but their lifestyles, communities and 
localities, through this new programme.
     The purpose of this strategy is to identify 
existing and potential walking and cycling 
networks and facilities as well as actions 
necessary to increase walking and cycling in 
Birr. 
     The initiative is the result of a Walking 
and Cycling Strategy for Birr Town, which 
was commissioned by Offaly County 
Council, in association with the former Birr 
Town Council in 2012. 
     Regular meetings took place with An 
Gardaí Síochána in the town to discuss 
developments during the roll out of the 
scheme. 
     Local Gardaí provided their invaluable 
help and guidance on matters pertaining to 
public consultation and the development 
of Emmet Square in Birr, along each step of 
the way. 

Pictured at the launch of Birr Active Travel (l-r): Frank Heslin, Michael Loughnane, 
Sgt Alan Kerin, Councillor John Clendennen, Superintendent Martin Cashen and 
Anne Healy Smyth.

Community Garda Grace Heffernan leads off during cycle week in Birr assisted by 
Garda Vincent Hogan.
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Coolmore Stud

Fethard, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

T: +353 (0) 52 6131298

F: +353 (0) 52 6131382

sales@coolmore.ie

Coolmore Stud
Home of the finest stallions in Europe

Best Wishes & Continued Success.



Birr Active Travel Town Project • NEW CYCLING / WALKING ROUTES

PLACES OF INTEREST
1 St Brendan’s Community School

2 Oxmantown National School

3 Castle Gate

4 Church of Ireland

5 Birr Telescope

6 Castle / Car Park

7 Birr Castle

8 Town Centre Car Park

9 St Brendan’s RC Church

10 Mercy National School

11 St. Brendan’s Boys National School

12 Entrance to Birr Castle

13 John’s Hall

14 Emmet Square

15 Market Square

16 Skate Park

17 Birr Theatre & Arts Centre

18 Wilmer Tennis Club

19 Bike Shops

20 Adult Exercise Park

21 Birr Tourist Office

KEY TO WALKING & CYCLING ROUTES
Proposed Circular Cycling Route (2.5km)

Existing Walking & Cycling Routes (1.2km)

Existing Walking Routes via Castle Car Park, Town Centre Car Park,
Camcor and Mill Island Parks

Other Cycling Routes

Birr Active Travel Town Project 2016
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BIRR ACTIVE TRAVEL AREAS
Areas developed through the Birr Active Travel scheme include: 
a)  Construction of a new cycle path at Military Road
b)  New Cycle path at Rosse Row/Model School Road
c)  Refurbishment and upgrade of Emmet Square (pictured)
d)  Upgrade of the Wilmer Road car park including one way traffic system on      
      part of Mill Street
e)  A Pedestrian Bridge at Bridge Street

MAPPING OUT ALTERNATIVES
A map and guide was developed to outline the different methods of travel as 
alternatives to taking the car. A number of new cycling routes in Birr Town and 
its surrounding areas were opened up, including a circular 2.5km cycling route, 
which now links Rosse Row, Model School Road, Eden Road, McAuley Drive, 

Woodlands Park, Burkes Hill, 
Oxmantown Mall and Rosse 
Row, before finishing at Green 
Street/Castle Car Park.
     Also detailed in the guide is a 
walk which incorporates routes 
such as the Camcor Town Park 
and Mill Island Park alongside 
the Camcor River, Elmgrove 
Bridge, crossing the Roscrea 
Road and along the Camcor 
River boardwalk to Bridge Street. 
     A route from Wilmer Road 
through the town centre 
playground and out onto Mill 
Street to the Castle Car Park via 
O’Connell Street, Church Street 
and Cornmarket Street.
     Local schools engaged with 
the programme through the 
promotion of schemes such as 
‘Carpool to School’ ‘Park and 
Stride’ and through cycling 
initiatives. 
     (The ‘Park and Stride’ project 
encourages drivers to park their 
cars in one of the specially-
designated car parks in the 
town. From there a group can 
arrange to walk the remainder 
of the distance.) 
     Mercy Primary School 
held a ‘No Car Tuesdays/NCT’ 
programme, which saw 55 per 
cent of girls walking to school 
every day compared to 28.2 per 
cent when ‘NCT’ started in April 
2015. 
     The school’s car use on the 
journey to school dropped from 
56 to 30.5 per cent.
     In conclusion, Birr Active 
Travel is all about lifestyle 
changes that result in health and 
well-being benefits.

Full details of walking and 
cycling routes as well as a map 
are outlined in the Birr Active 
Travel guide, readily available 
from businesses and centres 
around the town as well as 
online on at 
www.offaly.ie/
birractivetravelproject
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Coolmore Stud

Fethard, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary

T: +353 (0) 52 6131298

F: +353 (0) 52 6131382

sales@coolmore.ie

Coolmore Stud
Home of the finest stallions in Europe

Best Wishes & Continued Success.



EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Welcome to the Further Education 
& Training Course Hub – the home 
of over 4,000 FET courses
Visit www.fetchcourses.ie for the A-Z of FET courses

• Full-time
• Part-time
• Online
• Evening

Fetchcourses.ie was developed by SOLAS, the Further Education & Training Authority,  
in partnership with ETBI and other Further Education and Training providers.
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A new online course database is now making it easier 
to access information about further education and 

training opportunities throughout the country. 
     Fetchcourses.ie was developed by the Further 
Education & Training Authority – SOLAS – in partnership 
with Education and Training Boards Ireland (ETBI) and 
other agencies. 
     Further Education and Training (FET) offers a 
wide variety of life-long education options, including 
apprenticeships, traineeships, Post Leaving Cert (PLC) 
courses, community and adult education as well as 
literacy and numeracy services. 
     FET courses and programmes are provided through the 
Education and Training Board network nationwide as well 
as through other local providers, and online through the 
SOLAS e-College. Courses are provided at levels one to six 
on the National Qualifications Framework.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

DATABASE TAPS INTO 
FURTHER EDUCATION ONLINE

Minister for Education and Skills, Richard Bruton TD, Paul O’Toole, 
Chief Executive Officer of SOLAS, pictured with students from 
Sallynoggin College of Further Education at the launch of 
www.fetchcourses.ie

WHO IS FET FOR?
FET courses can make a real difference to the lives of 
individuals by developing skills and supporting life-long 
learning, no matter who you are or where you are on your 
journey.
     Further Education and Training offers a wide range 
of interesting accredited courses and is inclusive and 
accessible to anyone over 18 who wants to support 
the achievement of personal goals, learn new skills or 
enhance existing skills to get the right job, progress to 
third-level. 

COURSES AVAILABLE
There is a wide range of 
courses available on a full-
time, part-time or online 
basis:
• Full-time courses 

include Post-Leaving 
Certificate (PLC) 
courses, Vocational 
Training Opportunities 
Scheme (VTOS), 
YouthReach, Bridging/
Foundation courses, 
Specific Skills Training 
(SST), Traineeship, 
Community Training 
Centre (CTCs), 
Specialist Training 
Providers (STPs) and 
Local Training Initiative 
(LTI).

• Part-time courses 
include evening courses, Back to Education Initiative 
(BTEI), Adult Literacy, English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL), Skills for Work, Blended Learning 
courses and Community Education.

• On-line courses are available through e-College, 
where all courses are aimed at jobseekers, up-skillers 
and employers. E-College courses are designed to 
give a flexible response to the specific skills needs of 
individuals.

ADVICE ON FET COURSES
The Adult Educational Guidance and Information Service 
is available to all people over 18 years of age and to those 
over 16 years and not in full time education, prioritising 
those who are currently not in employment. It supports 
such people in exploring their further education and 
training options while developing a personal progression 
plan. This professional service is free and confidential. You 
can find contact details for your local office at 
www.fetchcourses.ie

COURSES NEAR YOU
Over 4,000 Further Education and Training courses can be 
found on www.fetchcourses.ie 
Connect with SOLAS on Twitter @fetchcourses

Welcome to the Further Education 
& Training Course Hub – the home 
of over 4,000 FET courses
Visit www.fetchcourses.ie for the A-Z of FET courses

• Full-time
• Part-time
• Online
• Evening

Fetchcourses.ie was developed by SOLAS, the Further Education & Training Authority,  
in partnership with ETBI and other Further Education and Training providers.

fetch_poster16a4.indd   1 27/09/2016   13:46:19
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AUDIOLOGY CLINIC

WESTCOAST  
IRELAND 
Your Local Distributor

Contact us today for more information
  www.westcoastireland.ie      01 404 6000      sales@westcoastireland.ie

Westcoast Ireland offers all partners a complete range of valued services including:

 © Westcoast Ireland 2016

Westcoast Ireland is a leading IT 
Distributor in Ireland. We Provide a 
responsive, efficient and flexible level 
of service and support to the indirect 
channel. Supplying high quality  
products from leading brands our 
portfolio covers IT Hardware,  
Software, Supplies, Accessories  
and Media.

Simplified and  
quick credit of  
up to €2,000

Competitive 
product pricing

Dedicated 
Account Managers

Next day delivery 
on 50,000 leading 
brand products

Configuration and 
technical services

Electronic order 
processing

Logistics outsourcing 
virtual warehousing

Marketing support



Dizziness or loss of balance, either acute of chronic, 
may limit a person’s everyday living, with balance 

disorders falling into two categories. The first is dizziness, 
vertigo or motion intolerance that may occur in attacks 
lasting up to several hours. This condition may be 
worsened or caused by rapid head movements, such as 
turning too quickly or walking. 
    The second is a persistent sense of unsteadiness or 
imbalance. Many people believe that loss of balance and 
unsteadiness are the natural result of aging. In fact, fear 
of falling is the number one health concern of individuals 
in their later years. 
    The inner ear is the primary organ responsible for 
balance and also for hearing. When there is an abnormal 
increase or decrease in the signal being sent to the brain 
from any of the balance organs, the brain will perceive 
this as an exaggeration or hallucination of motion. This 
results in what we commonly experience as dizziness or 
vertigo. 
    Dizziness or imbalance can be caused by infection, 
disease, head trauma or the natural aging process, which 
causes changes in the balance organs in the inner ear. 
Although symptoms may last for several days, if left 
improperly diagnosed or treated, it may linger for years. 
    The good news is that diagnosis and treatment options 
have become more effective over the past few years. 
According to Johns Hopkins Research University in the 
USA, 85 per cent of all forms of dizziness and imbalance 
can be helped once a proper diagnosis is made. There is 
hope for many who once thought there may never be any 
relief.
    Audiology is a study of hearing and balance. So, 
anyone experiencing dizziness or loss of balance may avail 

DIAGNOSIS AND 
MANAGEMENT FOR 

DIZZINESS
Dizziness will occur in 70 per cent of the 

population sometime during their lives, according 

to statistics from the National Institute of Health 

in the USA. However, help is at hand in Ireland 

from the Audiology Clinic, which provides 

management and assessment for those who 

suffer from hearing and balance disorders. 

of the expertise of healthcare professional Mr Deepak 
Kumar, a highly qualified audiological scientist. The 
audiology expert specialises in evaluating, diagnosing and 
managing people with hearing and balance disorders. 
    He is also an expert in hearing aid evaluation; his 
clinic also prescribes hearing-aids, based on diagnostic 
evaluations. A graduate of audiology from the University 
of Mysore, India, Mr Kumar then completed higher 
audiological training at the prestigious Institute of 
Laryngology and Otology, University College London, 
where he obtained a Master’s Degree in Audiological 
Science and achieved distinction. 
    Having also completed a doctorate degree, he has 
held a senior position in a leading hospital in Dublin since 
2004. 

AUDIOLOGY CLINIC

For further details contact Deepak Kumar on 
083-3126299; email: info@audiologyclinic.ie or 
visit www.audiologyclinic.ie
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GSRMA MEMORABILIA

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Membership No.:
Tel. No.:

Please add €3 per order for postage                                                                                                          TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
Lapel Pins (€6)                              Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Lapel 
Pen

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

GSRMA Pen

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
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Eyre Square 
Dental

Eyre Square, Galway

Implant & Family 
Dentistry

091 562 932
www.eyresquaredental.ie



 

  

APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 

6 

   
06 0
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EXTERNAL TRAINING

DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADE 
EXTERNAL TRAINING

Providing Fire and 
Safety training to fire 
services and the 
general community 
nationwide and beyond

DFB	External	Training	was	established	by	Dublin	Fire	Brigade	
1DFB2	as	an	independent	training	entity.	It	provides	essential	
fire@	health	and	safety	training	to	private	and	public	sector	
organisations	and	individuals	outside	of	DFB	personnel.	All	
training	instructors	are	qualified	fire	officers@	providing	the	
latest	in	safety	training.	The	content	and	delivery	of	all	courses	
are	of	the	highest	quality	in	excellence	and	best	practice.

COURSES INCLUDE:

For	details	and	bookings	contact:
Dublin Fire Brigade Training Centre@
Malahide	Road@ Marino@	Dublin	3.
Phone 1012	222	4199
Email:	 info@dfbexternaltraining.ie
Web: www.dfbexternaltraining.ie

:

DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADE

CONTACT DETAILS

• Full Fire Service Recruit Course
• Road Traffic Collision Course 
• Turntable Ladder Driver(Operator
• Swift Water Rescue Technician
• C–A–F–S– Operator
• ROSPA Accredited Advanced Driving 
• Compartment Fire Behaviour(Instructor 
• B–A– Wearer(Instructor
• Rope Rescue
• Fire Marshal(Fire Safety Awareness(Fire Manager
• Safe Use of Portable Fire Firefighting Equipment
• Occupational First Aid
• Emergency First Responder
• A–E–D– Training
• Emergency Medical Technician
• Confined Spaces
• Manual Handling
• Water Awareness
• Height Awareness
• Driver Awareness

• Advanced Marine Firefighting 2-day – USTCW-72E
• Marine Firefighting z-day – USTCW-72E
• Medical Care aboard ship 2-day – USTCW-72E
• Medical First aid aboard ship z-day – USTCW-72E

Page size: 3)9–9x370–9 mm



OBITUARIES

Denis, a very proud Kerryman, was born 
in Killarney on 21 January 1933, the 
youngest of five children. On completing 
his secondary education, he worked locally 
for two years then realising his ambition to 
join An Garda Siochana on 9 April 1953.
     On completion of training he was sent 
to Ennis, County Clare in October 1953. 
He said “An edict was issued in early ’54 
decreeing that members could not serve 
in their native Province”. This resulted 
in Denis being transferred to some (in 
his eyes) far-flung places from 1954 to 
’57. These included Tuam, Barnaderg, 
Ballinderry and Ballyshannon. He said his 
“culinary skills were developed out of 
necessity during this time”.  
     In the interim the rule was relaxed and 
Bruff, Co. Limerick beckoned in October 
1959. Here he was to spend nine years in 
the course of which he met and married 
Limerick lady, Nuala Rowe, on 25 April 
1963. They had three children – Noelle, 
David and Donnacha. In January 1968, 
Denis transferred to William Street Station, 
Limerick and to its replacement, Henry 
Street Station where he was employed in a 
clerical capacity until he retired in January 
1993. The family celebrated their 52nd 
wedding anniversary in April 2015.
     Denis was a long-time member of the 
Kerrymen’s Association and was chairman 
when the Limerick Rose won the Rose of 

Tralee title in 1984. He was a founding 
member of Dooneen Athletic Club and 
Limerick Regional Probus Club. He was 
also very involved in Limerick Regional 
Community Games and Garda family 
sports events. 
     He loved walking and playing Bridge. 
He was a volunteer at the Redemptorist’s 
church for the annual Novena. Denis 
was also very proud of his late father’s 
achievements in being a founding member 
of Doctor Croke’s football club in Killarney 
and being the holder of a Tailteann Games 
football medal won with Munster in 1924.
     Following a long illness Denis passed 
away peacefully on the 10th September 
2015 at Milford Hospice, Limerick in the 
loving care of his family and the staff. The 
family would like to sincerely thank all the 
neighbours and friends for their support, 
messages of sympathy, Mass Cards and 
attending the funeral. 
     Thanks to local Gardaí for providing 
an escort and the Retired Members 
Association for the Guard of Honour. Just 
a few months prior to his death, Denis 
received, with pride, his GSRMA Long 
Service Certificate.   A very special thank 
you has to go to the Care, Support and 
the Home Care Team provided by the 
Hospice.

May He Rest in Peace.

DENIS HURLEY
Ballykeeffe Estate,
Limerick.
Birthplace: 
Killarney, 
Co. Kerry.
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 10330F
Date of Death: 
10 September 2015

Síocháin   99

JOHN F. O’DONNELL
Hazel Park, 
Newcastle, 
Galway
Birthplace: 
Milltown, 
Co. Galway
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 10600C
Date of Death: 
20 March 2015

John was born in October 1932, the 
youngest in a family of seven. During a 
short career as a draper’s assistant, he was 
successful in passing the Garda entrance 
examination and in November 1953 he 
commenced training in the Phoenix Park 
Depot.
     After the Passing-Out Parade, he was 
allocated to Tralee Garda Station and 
later to Castleisland. When the border 
campaign began in the late 1950s, he 
and was transferred to Monaghan Garda 
Station. In 1960, he met a local girl, 
Maureen McCabe, who was a nurse at 
Monaghan General Hospital. They married 
in 1962 and John was moved to Cavan 
town. 
     He was promoted to Sergeant in 
1964, and his first posting was Finea in 
Co Westmeath. In August 1966, he was 

transferred to Ballinamore, Co Leitrim, 
where he put down strong roots, serving 
a total of 23 years to the community 
until his retirement from the force in 
May 1989. He trained generations of 
Ballinamore children in the local youth 
band and brought them to many festivals 
countrywide.
     He served as Treasurer of the 
Ballinamore Care of the Aged Committee 
from the early 1970s until his retirement 
and was instrumental in the development 
in 1971 of the Tráthnóna Housing Scheme, 
which provided comfortable and secure 
homes for the elderly. 
     His commitment saw him serve for 
many years on the North Western Health 
Board Community Care Committee, where 
he helped to organise a hugely popular 
annual Old People’s Christmas Party for 
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JOHN PAUL O’SHEA
Stillorgan Road,
Blackrock,
Co. Dublin.
Birthplace:
Ballincollig, 
Co. Cork.
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 13071M
Date of Death:
22 January 2016

the elderly of the wider Ballinamore area.
     John and Maureen moved to Galway 
city on retirement in 1989, where he 
enjoyed his later years. He played bridge 
in the Galway Bridge Centre for many 
years, continuing a pursuit that began in 
Leitrim. He had a great love of all sports, 
particularly Gaelic football, supporting 
both his home county of Galway and his 
adopted county of Leitrim.
     He is missed greatly by his wife 
Maureen, sons: Niall, Keith and Brian; 
daughters: Mary and Niamh; sons-
in-law, daughters-in law, and his 10 
grandchildren.

     The O’ Donnell family wish to thank 
the many serving and retired members of 
An Garda Siochana who either visited the 
family home, attended the funeral, or sent 
expressions of sympathy. 
     We were reminded of many wonderful 
stories of John’s approach to policing, 
which was always firm but fair, and one 
that gained him respect and appreciation 
of colleagues and the community. A very 
special thanks to members at Mill Street 
Garda Station, for their presence at and 
assistance with his funeral.

May He Rest in Peace.

John Paul (Paul) was born on 22 June 
1935 and after finishing school in the 
North Mon, he went to work in England 
for a few years. He returned in 1956 and 
joined the Garda Síochána. During his 
long career, he reached the rank of Garda 
Sergeant and severed in several places but 
most notably in Kevin Street and Pearse 
Street Garda Stations. His innate decency 
and respect for everyone he met always 
underpinned his work. He retired from the 
Force in 1987.
     Being a Corkman, Paul loved hurling 
and played the game with distinction.  He 
enjoyed many good days in Croke Park 
where he supported his beloved and 
successful Cork hurlers.  The footballers 
did not have the same success. 
     He was also very involved with the 
Crokes Kilmacud club in Dublin and 
coached their hurling teams. However, 
Paul loved all sports and had many stories 
and anecdotes from the sporting world. He 
loved to relate how he brought his playing 
career to an end by throwing his hurley 
and boots into the Liffey at O’Connell 
Bridge.

     Following his retirement he lived a very 
active life, taking a keen interest in his 
business affairs and travelled extensively. To 
the very end he kept up his huge interest 
in sport and in his final days in Blackrock 
Clinic he wanted to know if Manchester 
United won and who scored for them.
     Paul was a very gregarious person and 
loved interacting with people. Generous, 
kind and with a great sense of humour 
he lived a very full life. In the past couple 
of years he struggled with ill health but 
never complained. If asked how he was 
he invariably replied “never better”. His 
deep faith helped him to cope with several 
tragedies in his life and he never lost his 
good humour and deep humanity.
     He died in Blackrock Clinic on 22 
January 2016. The large crowd who attend 
his funeral in Kimmage Manor Church was 
a testimony to the esteem and respect in 
which he was held.  All who knew him and 
loved him will miss Paul but will treasure so 
many good memories of this warm, kind 
and decent man.

May He Rest in Peace.
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PATRICK J. MORGAN
Brookville Park
Artane, 
Dublin 5.
Birthplace: 
Inchicore, 
Dublin
Rank: Detective Sergeant
Reg. No: 13014A
Date of Death: 
28 February 2016

MICHAEL (MICK) KENNEDY
The Downs, 
Dunboyne,
Co. Meath.
Birthplace:
Loughrea,
Co. Galway
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 21311L
Date of Death:
18 May 2016

A family home at Barrack Street, 
Loughrea and Uncle Padraig Kennedy 
(09414E) a W&M Inspector in Killarney, 
may have influenced Mick Kennedy to 
join An Garda Síochána in June 1978. 
He received his schooling and education 
at St Brendan’s NS and Loughrea CBS/St 
Raphael’s College. 
     Mick was welcomed to Irishtown 
Station on 24 November 1978 by the 
infamous ‘Yank’ Sgt John Doyle.  The 
station party were like a family to him, 
where everyone looked out for each 
other. In the local community he became 
known as the “sound guard’ for his ability 
to interact in difficult and complex cases.
     In May 1987 he was posted to 
Rathcoole where he served for over six 
years before going to Celbridge Station. 
After ten happy years in Celbridge, he 
was assigned in April 2003 to the Missing 
Persons Bureau at Garda HQ. 
     In his new role, Mick created a lasting 
impression with the families of missing 
persons for his kindness and compassion 
for their plight. He left no stone unturned 
in helping to locate the missing and was 
involved in cases such as Philip Cairns & 
Mary Boyle.  He was promoted Sergeant 
in March 2009 and retired from the force 
on 28 June 2013.
     Mick played hurling and football 
in his youth with St Brendan’s GAA in 

Loughrea, He also played soccer and 
gained the nick-name of ‘Fly-Kennedy’ for 
his speed playing at fly-half on the rugby 
teams. He played golf with Loughrea 
and Curragh West Golf Club and was an 
active member of the Garda Stackstown 
Golf Club. On the GAA front, Mick was 
a passionate supporter of the Galway 
hurling  and football teams and loved a 
day in Croke Park. He was also an avid 
Arsenal soccer supporter and enjoyed the 
banter after their week-end games.
     A family man who adored his two 
children – Gary (deceased 2011) and Avril 
– he was overjoyed at the arrival of his 
grandson, Alex, in March this year. During 
his retirement years, he enjoyed travelling 
the world with his wife, Geraldine 
(Ger) creating some wonderful lasting 
memories together. In the words of Mick’s 
family and friends, he was described as 
“one of life’s gentlemen who possessed a 
soul full of love and kindness”.
     Mick is survived by his loving wife, 
Ger, daughter Avril, grandson: Alex, Avril’s 
partner, Ian, brother Seán and sisters 
Hilary, Therese and Marian. The extended 
Kennedy family wish to thank all serving 
and retired members of the Force who 
attended the funeral or sent messages of 
sympathy.

Suaimhneas síoraí dá anam.

Pat had a long and distinguished career in 
An Garda Síochána. He joined the Force 
in April 1956 at the age of 23 with his 
first postings taking him to Bandon and 
Kinsale, Co. Cork. From there he was 
transferred to his native Dublin, serving 
in Coolock, where he was appointed 
Detective Garda and later promoted 
Detective Sergeant. He was transferred 
to Mountjoy Station and retired from 
the Bridewell on 18 January 1993. He 
had developed expert knowledge on the 
extradition processes.
     During his time serving in Mountjoy 
Station, Pat was awarded a Gold Scott 
Medal for his role in intercepting an 
armed robbery at Cabra Post Office on 
the North Circular Road, on 4 February 
1975 when he disarmed a raider carrying 

a sawn-off shotgun.
     Pat was not only a dedicated Detective 
Officer but also contributed greatly to the 
sports and social aspects of the Force. He 
was a natural but humble leader in his 
roles as a founder member of the Garda 
Male Voice Choir, Garda Holiday & Travel 
Club, the Aero and Sub-Aqua Clubs and 
a long-time member of Dublin North 
GSRMA Branch.
     In his personal life, Pat was a devoted 
family man, having married his lovely wife 
Joan in 1958. They had four children, 
Leo, David, Joan and Patricia. Pat had 
many interests, gifts and talents, from 
photography, painting and creative 
writing, to woodwork, horticulture, 
history and military affairs. In fact, he was 
very proud his huge collection of military 
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PATRICK (PADDY) TREANOR
Kinturk Avenue,
Castlepollard,
Co. Westmeath
Birthplace:
Swinford, 
Co. Mayo
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 11102C
Date of Death:
4 May 2016

and police memorabilia collected over 
many years. 
Having left school at an early age, he 
had a great respect for knowledge and 
education, and encouraged those around 
him to pursue their interests and hobbies. 
His generosity of spirit extended to 
strangers, whom he also supported and 
encouraged on their way.
     His lovely wife Joan sadly passed 
away only four months before him. 
They are deeply missed by their four 
children, nine grandchildren and great-
granddaughter. His family would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all those 
who could not attend, but who sent their 
condolences on both bereavements. 
     They would also like to thank those 
who came from all parts of the country 
to attend Pat’s funeral and pass on 
their respects for him and for Joan. The 
Morgan family would especially like to 
express their gratitude to the serving and 
retired members of An Garda Síochána 
who gave of their own time to honour 
Pat.

May He Rest in Peace.

Paddy was born in 1932 while his father 
was a Garda stationed in Swinford.  A 
few years later, dad was transferred 
to Ballygar, Co. Galway where Paddy 
attended the local national school.  He 
completed his secondary education and 
leaving certificate at Garbally Secondary 
School near Ballinasloe.  In his youth, he 
played hurling with Ballygar GAA winning 
a minor championship medal in 1952 
and this resulted in his loyal support for 
Galway GAA teams over many years.
     Paddy joined An Garda Síochána in 
November 1954 and his first station was 
Mallow followed by a transfer to Milford, 
Co. Cork in 1956.  Two years later, he 
was sent on transfer to perform border 
patrols at Glaslough, Co. Monaghan.  
While stationed there, he met and fell 
in love with Teresa Kingston who was at 
that time nursing in Belfast.  Teresa’s dad 
(John) was a retired Garda Sergeant who 
served in Glaslough for many years. 
     Paddy and Teresa got married in 
September 1960 and afterwards he was 
transferred to Granard, Co. Longford 
where they lived for nine years until 
he was promoted to Sergeant and 
transferred to Aughnaciffe (Smear). 
     In 1971 he was transferred to 
Multyfarnham, Co. Westmeath. One 
year later he was appointed Sergeant-In-
Charge of Castlepollard and remained 

there until retirement day on 22 October 
1989.
     Paddy was the proud recipient of a 
Gold Blood Drop (Pelican) pin presented 
to him for donating 50 units of blood by 
President Mary Robinson. While serving in 
the Force, he was instrumental in having 
regulations changed to allow Gardaí 
wear the blood donor insignia on their 
uniforms. 
     He had a great interest in motor cars 
and enjoyed purchasing and driving 
the latest model. He read the Síocháin 
magazines from cover to cover and 
kept them all in a secure place for easy 
reference.
     Paddy and Teresa were proud of 
their four daughters – Claire, Deirdre, 
Pauline and Mary, as well as their 13 
grandchildren. A devoted family man, 
he is greatly missed by his loving wife, 
Teresa, her family, his brother Brian and 
sister Ina, sons-in-law, sister-in-law, and 
extended family.  He was a brother-
in-law to retired Sgt Eamon Kingston, 
Templemore GSRMA. 
     Teresa and family wish to express 
sincere thanks to serving and retired 
members of An Garda Síochána who 
called to the house, attended the funeral 
or sent sympathy letters and Mass cards.

May He Rest in Peace.
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SEÁN ENGLISH
Dromin Road,
Nenagh,
Co. Tipperary.
Birthplace: 
Ferns, 
Co. Wexford
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg No: 14730C
Date of Death:
27 April 2016

THOMAS (BARRY) LYNCH
College Park,
Glencar, Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal
Birthplace:
Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal
Rank: Garda
Reg. No: 19253H
Date of Death:
21 June 2016
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A sense of deep shock was felt in 
Nenagh on 28 April when news of the 
sudden death of Seán English, while 
playing bridge the previous night, spread 
throughout the town. Seán had long 
and distinguished service in the Garda 
Síochána, having followed his father’s 
footsteps and joined the Force in 1961. 
     His first station was Roscrea where 
he served until his transfer to Nenagh in 
1965.  He gave many years as Juvenile 
Liaison Officer for North Tipperary, 
covering the Districts of Nenagh, Thurles 
and Templemore. Following his promotion 
he was appointed Sergeant-In-Charge 
of Unit B at Nenagh Station. He retired 
early from the Force in 1996 to take up a 
position with North Tipperary Vocational 
Education Committee.
     Seán was one of the founder 
members of Nenagh ‘No Name Club’ 
which was very successful. He was also 
one of the founder members of the 
‘Young Nenagh Workshop’ which helped 
disadvantaged young people to secure 
employment. The respect which the 
people of Nenagh and the surrounding 
areas had for Seán English was shown 
by the huge crowds which attended his 
removal, requiem mass and funeral. 
     A keen sportsman and was an 
outstanding hurler in his youth, he was 

on the Wexford panel that beat Tipperary 
in the 1960 All Ireland final. Following 
his appointment to Roscrea, he played 
senior hurling with Roscrea club. When 
Roscrea played Thurles Sarsfields in the 
1963 Co Final, Seán was given the huge 
responsibility of marking the great Jimmy 
Doyle. 
     His performances with Roscrea GAA 
attracted the attention of the Tipperary 
Senior Selectors and he partnered his 
namesake, Theo English, at midfield in 
the 1963 National League Final, losing 
to Waterford. Unfortunately for Seán, 
recurring injuries greatly hindered his 
chances of having a prolonged inter-
county career. 
     Following his transfer to Nenagh he 
played for a long number of years with 
Nenagh Eire Og Club. He was also an 
accomplished golfer and was a member 
of Nenagh Golf Club. 
     Seán is survived by his loving wife, 
Phyllis, his sister Dolores and brothers 
Phil and P.J.. The extended English and 
Cunningham families would like to 
thank all serving and retired members of 
the Garda Síochána who attended the 
funeral, took part in the Guard of Honour 
or sent messages of sympathy.

May He Rest in Peace.

Barry was born in Letterkenny on 20 
August 1953. He joined An Garda 
Síochána on 23rd May 1973 and was 
initially stationed in Thurles, Co Tipperary.  
In 1975, he transferred to Ballinamore 
in Co. Leitrim before finally being 
assigned to the Cavan District in 1978, 
where he served between Belturbet and 
Ballyconnell for most of the remainder of 
his service.
Barry met his wife, Donegal native Madge 
McClafferty, a teacher in Loreto College 
Cavan, while on duty at a checkpoint. 
Madge was asked where she was going 
and Barry arrived at said location after 
work!
     They married on 21 April 1976 
and went on to have three children – 
Orfhlaith, Oisín and Darren. Barry was 
also a doting grandad to Béibhinn, Naoise 
and Milo. Barry and his family settled 

in Belturbet where he was an active 
member of the community. 
     He played football with the local 
Rory O’Moore GAA club, having 
previously represented Saint Eunan’s 
College (Letterkenny) and the Donegal 
minor football team. Barry remained a 
passionate supporter of Donegal football 
during his time in Cavan and revelled in 
reminding the locals of his home county’s 
successes in 1992 and 2012.
     In August 2002, Barry went to Cyprus 
as part of the UN Peacekeeping Corps. 
While on UN duty, he made some great 
new friends, including his future son-
in-law, Liam Elliffe. Barry returned from 
Cyprus in August 2003 and retired from 
An Garda Síochána on 10 October 2003. 
     Barry and Madge returned home to 
Letterkenny when Madge retired from 
teaching to be reacquainted with family 
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and old friends. He got involved with the 
Glencar Golf Society and the Letterkenny 
“Reunion”, eventually becoming a 
committee member and also served a 
period as chairperson. 
     Barry died, peacefully, on 21 June 
in St Luke’s Hospital, Dublin. The family 
would like to thank the staff, Donegal 
Hospice as well as family and friends for 
their support during Barry’s illness. Thanks 

also to retired and serving members of 
the Force who attended his wake and 
funeral. A special word of thanks to 
Letterkenny Gardaí for assisting with 
traffic management and the Garda 
pallbearers who carried Barry’s coffin to 
the Cathedral. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis
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• VICTORY FOR DUBLIN GARDA ‘B’ DISTRICT 
1971 FOOTBALLERS

Captain Christy Lucey holds the Garda Inter-Firm Football 
trophy aloft surrounded by team-mates after the Dublin 
Garda ‘B’ District were victorious in the Garda Inter-Firm 
championship in 1971. Pictured (l-r): Tom Flanagan, Ned Kirby, 
Art Somers, Dan Fenton, Seán Galway (RIP), Willie McGee, 
Christy Lucey (Capt.).  Inspector Ned Flaherty (extreme right) 
presented the winning trophy. In the background are team 
supporters Pat Morgan, Denis Naughton and Tom Walsh. 

(Photo courtesy of Willie McGee, Kildare North Branch)

• CONNACHT-ULSTER GARDA ALL-IRELAND HURLING CHAMPIONS 1976
The Connacht/Ulster team (pictured here) who won the Garda All-Ireland Hurling Final at Croke Park in 1976. They repeated the feat 
in 1977 but were beaten in the 1978 final by a team from the Garda College.

Front Row (l-r): Liam Egan, Jackie Kilroy, Jim Brown, Tony Reidy, Davy Burke, Pat Malone (RIP), Ollie Parnell (RIP), Richard Williams 
and Christy Lawlor.
Back Row (l-r): Paul McWalter, Noel Casey, Basil Johnson, John O’Donnell, Frank Larkin, John Fawl, John Harrington, Noel Lane (RIP), 
Noel Colleran, Jimmy Kilroy (RIP), manager.
(Photograph courtesy of Frank Larkin, Galway Branch)

• MEMORIES OF POITÍN SEIZURE IN COUNTY SLIGO
This picture captures the scene many years ago at Collooney 
Garda Station in County Sligo as local Gardaí were faced with the 
task of dismantling an old poitín still and destroying its contents. 
Photographed (l-r): Sgt Tom O’Brien, Garda P.J. Carey (12775B) 
who died in May 2014, and Sgt Frank Fox.  
 
(Photo courtesy of Mrs Maureen Carey, Collooney, Co. Sligo)
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• THE JERSEY BOYS OF THE DMA HURLING 
TEAM (1964-65)

This photograph shows members of the Dublin ‘C’ 
District Hurling Team wearing their best jerseys prior to 
the DMA Hurling Final in 1964-65 period.
Front Row (l-r): Jim Fahy (RIP), Mick Regan, Willie 
Meagher, Danny Smith, John Gleeson, Paddy Kenny, 
Brian Cooney, Mick Behan, Houlihan? and Joe Dowling 
(RIP).
Back Row (l-r): Insp. John Clune, Bill Murphy (RIP), 
Bernard Casey (RIP), John McGrath, Noel Clarke, Kieran 
Walsh, Colm Mellett, Mick Canavan, Pat Kerins, Jim 
Hawe,_____________,Pat Feeney and Mick Nolan.

(Photo courtesy of Anna Casey, Dublin North Branch)

• NOVEMBER 1966 RECRUIT CLASS
Pictured are the new recruits who joined An 
Garda Síochána on 2 November 1966:
Front Row (l-r): Michael Moriarty, 
Willie Mortell (RIP ), Harry Lenihan, Noel 
Thompson, Gerry O’Donovan, Gerry Grace, 
Willie Flanagan,Tony Hogan and John 
Moroney (RIP).
Middle Row (l-r): Brendan Quinn, John 
Flynn, Willie McGee, Oliver Hanley, Dan 
Fenton, Mick O’Connor, Eddie Michieu, Pat 
Kingston, Tim O’Brien, Jim Maginn.
Back Row (l-r): Michael Brehony, John 
Cunningham, Peter Holland, Denis McBride, 
Mlichael O’Sullivan, Christy McKiernan, 
Barney Finnegan, Joe Duggan and Pat 
Culhane (RIP).

(Photo courtesy of Willie McGee, Kildare North Branch)

• GARDAÍ OUT IN FORCE FOR ROME 
PILGRIMAGE 1982

Pictured during the Garda Pilgrimage to Rome 
in 1982 were Willie Hogan, Dublin South 
Branch, and Peter O’ Connor, Dublin West 
Branch. 

(Photo courtesy Peter O’Connor)

• SKIBBEREEN GARDAI 1956
Pictured at the consecration of the Church of All Saints, Drimologue, Co. Cork, 
in 1956 (l-r): Gerard Giblin, Edmond Lucitt, Bill Barrett, Michael Kelly, Tony 
Gallagher and Jim Ryan. 
(Photo courtesy of Austin Barrett, Cork City Branch)
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60TH REUNION AT DUBLIN’S ASHLING HOTEL

CELEBRATION TO MARK 
30 YEARS OF 
RETIREMENT

Eight members who joined the Force 
on 7 November 1956 enjoyed their 60th 
anniversary reunion lunch in Dublin’s 
Ashling Hotel, Dublin on 7 November 2016 
– the date on which they meet every year. 
There were 25 recruits in their class and 
many have gone to their eternal reward. 
Others are still alive and John Collins is 
anxious that they contact him @ 01-8422093 
to put plans in place for the 2017 event.

Pictured at the 60th reunion lunch in 
the Ashling Hotel on 7 November were 
(standing l-r): Tom Murray; Terry O’Reilly; 
Mick Leahy; John Lean and John Collins; 
(seated l-r): Seamus O’Dowd; John Stanton 
and Matt Downey.

Photo courtesy of Ann-Marie Hurley Cronin.

Retired Garda Sergeant Brendan O’Dowd celebrated 
30 years of retirement on Saturday 1 October 2016, 
with his wife Rita giving him the task of blowing 
out three candles on a cake to mark the occasion. 
Brendan served in the Bridewell (Cork), Cavan Town, 
Buncrana, Convoy Co. Donegal and Ardnacrusha Co. 
Clare. (Photo courtesy of Rita O’Dowd, Ardnacrusha)

The clergymen pictured on the altar were (l-r): Rev. 
William Johnston, Church of Ireland, Enniskillen; 
Rev. Robert Stotesbury of the Church of Ireland 
(Retired Garda and GSRMA member); Rev. Sean 
McGearty, Adelaide, Australia, son of RIC Constable 
Patrick McGearty; Fr Joe Kennedy CP, Garda 
Chaplain; Rev. Jim Carson, Presbyterian Church; 
and Fr Ralph Egan, former Garda Chaplain. (Photo 
courtesy of Patrick Hugh Lynch, Dublin 4)

CLERICS ATTEND RIC 
COMMEMORATION 
SERVICE AT MOUNT 
ARGUS

ARE YOU IN THE FRAME? If you want to be ‘In the 
Frame’, then submit your text and good quality 
images (otherwise we cannot publish them). Email 
gensec@gardaretired.com or pop in post to IN THE 
FRAME, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8.
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IRELAND MEDAL’S 
LIFESAVING AWARD 
CEREMONY

Pictured at the Ireland Medal’s ‘Lifesaving Award‘ 
ceremony at the Killashee Hotel, Naas, Co. Kildare on 
29 August were (l-): Brendan Donohoe, Chairperson 
of the Lifesaving Foundation, New Zealand’s Dr Kevin 
Moran PhD – the 2014 Ireland Medal recipient, who 
was unable to travel to accept the award in 2015 
due to ill health – GSRMA’s Marie Roche and John 
Connolly, CEO of The Lifesaving Foundation.

Limerick’s Dr Alison McNamara who was conferred 
with a doctorate of philosophy in computer science 
at NUI Galway is pictured here with her proud 
parents after her graduation on 14 July last. She 
is the youngest daughter of retired Garda Ben 
McNamara (12683G) and his wife Vera. A native of 
Glin, Co. Limerick, Ben joined the Force in May 1955 
and served in Naas, Technical Bureau, Borrisoleigh, 
Templemore and Limerick City. He retired from Mary 
Street, Limerick in January 1987.

DAUGHTER’S NUI 
GALWAY GRADUATION 
IS PROUD DAY FOR 
PARENTS 

LIMERICK CITY GROUP MEETS UP FOR AUTUMN 
COFFEE MORNING

GSRMA certificates were presented by Tony Kennelly to John O’Riordan and Michael Creaton at the Autumn 
Coffee Morning in Limerick City. Pictured as follows:
Front Row (l-r): T.B. McNamara, John Riordan, Michael Creaton and John Guest.
Second Row (l-r): Michael Wall, Darius Whelan, John (Sully) Sullivan, Jeremiah Murphy, Cyril Ryan, Anthony 
Kennelly, Timothy Casey, Michael Murphy and Tom Murray.
Third Row (l-r): Timothy O’Sullivan, Joseph Munnelly, Denis O’Callaghan, Sean Brennan, Tom Gavin, Tony 
Kiely and Cormack Hurley. Back Row (l-r): Bill Rea, Brian Kealy and JP Murphy. 
(Photo courtesy of Pat Connolly, Limerick City Branch)
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Please send your completed 
entries to ‘Bumper 
Christmas Crossword’, 
SIOCHAIN, Ocean 
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 2, 
to arrive no later than Friday 
10 February 2017. 

The first correct entry drawn 
wins €100. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

CROSSWORD
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Solution to Crossword in Autumn 2016 issue
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Congratulations to 
Nora Smyth, Thurles, Co. Tipperary  – 

winner of the Autumn 2016 Crossword.

€100 Cheque is in the post!
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Across
  
6 A very busy animal on Christmas Eve! (8)
11 Sounds like it might be made from batter for wrapping gifts. (5,5)
12 Find the bird in the thigh bone! (3)
13 Mother who traditionally regulates everything in the world. (6)
14 The type of night that is commonly heard at this time, yet can’t 
be heard! (6)
16 Country on which to place all the fine food at Christmas dinner. 
(5)
18 The whole city is in a bottleneck! (4)
20 Lloyd Webber show: Does Longoria take it in? Or was it about a 
different woman? (5)
21 Find friendship on the island of Jaws. (5)
24 You can count on the old football or boxing move. (3-3)
25 You can hear one of the crib animals call out in Co Wicklow 
town. (4)
27 Turn lumps on the skin into material for the crib. (5)
29 It’s never-ending if there’s a sea-bird inside. (7)
30 Do they have very frisky offspring? (4)
31 Melville’s captain who was on a deadly quest. (4)
32 It’s confusing to pigs but it goes into a hole in a barrel. (6)
33 The four top ones in suits were brilliant fighter pilots. (4)
38 Removing land from our country will cause anger. (3)
40 The old name for Thailand. (4)
41 It’s The Book of the Year! (7)
42 It’s used by blind people to read. (7)
43 View powerful animal with pride. (4)
44 Young lad turns back, seeing ignorant lout. (3)
46 Was he the first man to be a mother! (4)
48 Funny Father starts monotony or ennui. (6)
52 Locate one of those old Peruvians in Wincanton? (4)
53 It’s a return to sparkling white wine! (4)
54 The 6A who leads the rest with a carmine proboscis? (7)
56 A drink for a railway worked who is not skinny? (5)
57 It certainly doesn’t sound like her type of holy song to sing! (4)
58 Beds on board? (6)
59 JR’s family name. (5)
61 Being the short, powerfully built type, hunker down. (5)
63 Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar collectively. (4)
64 Tiny bit of land in the sea is rented out. (5)
65 Lack of blood will cause this. (6)
68 You can bet there are many more than this one in Vegas. (6)
70 Long for catch for angler. (3)
71 Somehow connect air for this instrument with bellows. (10)
72 Julian, for instance, has lots of dates. (8)

Down

1 It goes on foot on the frozen waterways of winter. (3-5)
2 Big noise high up in church. (4)
3 Gradually take off something, like milk. (4)
4 Mother has blocked water. (3)
5 Small town is all the talk about now, site of first 8 Down. (9)
7 Being high up, it always defies the no-smoking ban in Sicily. (4)
8 Most schools put one on about this time. (8-4)
9 Small white heron with black legs. (5)
10 Muslim country makes an important contribution to Christmas 
dinner. (6)
15 Do it at table and stir tea? (3)
17 It starts immediately after 55 Down. (3,4)
19 It’s pious about the beginning of Lent but it’s decorative right 
now. (5)
22 Sing to the girl you’ll see in your dreams. (5)

23 An American is a jerk. (4)
26 Point of departure of one with a banjo on his knee. (7)
28 Singers with Wings are very popular right now. (6)
31 A bit lost and confused like 31 Across was for all of his working 
life. (2,3)
34 Access used by fabled giver of gifts at this time, but it’s not a 
card. (7)
35 Don’t go with ‘Lady in Red’ because sex is wrong. (5)
36 See . . . . . . The Winter Snow. (6)
37 What The Donald will soon undergo. (12)
38 A lot of roads will be so in very cold weather. (3)
39 Go out at the beach. (3)
45 Get fine food at Galway Festival in late September. (7)
47 This is not the old capital of India. (5)
49 Being excited, stole item – like a kiss – under it. (9)
50 It produces all the colours of the rainbow. (5)
51 Cooper’s tool, though not Tommy’s. (4)
55 Pig opens great feast day in Scotland. (8)
57 Box of fine food and drinks could retard progress. (6)
60 We have nothing inside that will cause grief and sorrow. (3)
62 Might one shrink back in fear of such a small bird? (5)
64 Where Columba landed when he was 31 Down. (4)
66 Famous fiddler while hometown is on fire. (4)
67 One of the eight in famous Christmas song. (4)
69 One must do something. According to a specific law. (3)
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QUIZ-BOX
After you’ve filled in the grid below, the first letters, read 

downwards, will give you the name of ‘flighty types’ in the 
news about this time.

1. Area at the southern end of South America, partly in 
Chile and partly in Argentina.

2. Washington’s National Cemetery.
3. Present day country in which Dracula’s castle was 

located.
4. Modern name for Van Diemen’s Land.
5. Russia’s mad monk of the early 20th Century.
6. State that gave its name to a fictional adventurer and 

explorer.
7. Coastal area of Croatia or spotty dog.
8. Nuuk is the capital of this huge island.
9. The most northern of the three Baltic States.
10. Relatively calm sea in mid-Atlantic with much floating 

seaweed.
ANSWERS:
1 Patagonia. 2 Arlington.  3 Romania.  4 Tasmania.  5 Rasputin.  6 Indiana.  7 Dalmatian. 8 Greenland. 9 Estonia.  10 Sargasso.

 
         

         

       

        

        

       

         

         

       

        

 

All the answers in this puzzle are four-letter words. 
The last letter of each answer is the first letter of the 
next. Follow the direction of the spiral when filling in 
the answers. When completed, the letters across the 
middle line will reveal the musical instrument.
1. Not sick water source.
2. Shows cyclist the way at night.
3. Letters and parcels with stamps.
4. Little blood sucking pest found in grass.
5. Scotsman’s dress.
6. Pie for the lady of the night.
7. Exam before one gets one’s driving licence.
8. Melt.
9. Take off milk.
10. Proboscis.
11. Way out.
12. Those people over there.
13. The grade one gets in an exam.
14. Barrels.
15. Potato to a countryman.
16. Ringo’s instrument.

 
1   2   3 

 9   10   

 14   15   

8     11 4 

   16    

 13   12   

7   6   5 

 

WHAT’S PLAYING?
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DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY

Dublin • Galway • Limerick • London • Warrington • Glasgow • Brussels

COLLABORATION

 www.kirbygroup.com

INNOVATION

EXCELLENCE

To apply, please forward CV: 
F.A.O Dave Browe, Group Human Resources Manager, 
Height for Hire, Ashbourne Business Centre,  
Ballybin Road, Ashbourne, Co. Meath. 
or email: dave.browe@heighforhire.com

PART-TIME 
DRIVER 
OPERATORS 
WANTED 
NATIONWIDE
( C class driver licence required )

FREEPHONE: 1800 43 44 48 www.heightforhire.com



In 2012 DCU established the concept and principles 
of an Age-Friendly University; the world’s first officially 
designated Age-Friendly University and is leading a global 
network of Age-Friendly Universities.
     Our vision is to be recognised internationally as leaders 
of age-friendly initiatives in education, research and 
innovation that, in turn, will promote a greater, more 
connected and productive quality of life for older adults.
     The DCU Connected Programme offers a range 
of online courses with the opportunity to undertake 
individual credit-bearing modules, allowing flexibility 
to build towards an undergraduate award. We also the 
opportunity to choose modules from our undergraduate 
programmes which can be undertaken on campus as a 
part-time student.
     Our Intergenerational Learning Programme offers 
a range of dedicated courses designed with the older 
learner in mind, from Genealogy to Everyday Science, 
Psychology of Ageing to Identity and Sexuality. These 
modestly-priced courses do not require assessment or 

exams and many participants take part in other activities 
in DCU, including mentoring and contributing to the 
research agenda on campus.
     DCU recently launched the Advanced Transitions 
programme, for those who wish to embark on a 
new phase of life with a structured platform for self-
development and planning, mentoring opportunities, 
customised courses, supporting “silver” and social 
entrepreneurs and identifying opportunities for brokering 
expertise to match societal challenges.  
     For those interested in keeping fit our Active for Life 
and MedEX Programmes offer keep fit classes and a 
customised and medically-supervised exercise programme 
addressing a range of issues such as Diabetes, Cancer, 
Cardiac care, mobility issues and COPD.

For more information on DCU’s AFU Project contact 
Christine O’Kelly, AFU Coordinator DCU on 01-7008933; 
email christine.okelly@dcu.ie or visit 
www.dcu.ie/agefriendly

DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY

WORLD’S FIRST AGE-
FRIENDLY UNIVERSITY

We have a variety of opportunities ranging from our  
Intergenerational Learning Programme - keeping  
the mind active and engaged -  to dipping into credit  
bearing modules and working towards an award  
at your own pace. We also offer online courses through  
our DCU Connected Programme and our Advanced  
Transitions programme combines an academic  
approach with the latest thinking in personal  
developmwent training.

Our MedEX fitness programme addresses COPD, Diabetes, 
Cardiac Care, Mobility, and Cancer in a supervised  
envionment.

Interested in hearing more? 

Call: Christine O’Kelly,  
Age Friendly Coordinator 01 700 8933
Email: christine.okelly@dcu.ie
Visit our website: www.dcu.ie/agefriendly

It is never too late to learn something new, come  
and join us, at the world’s first designated Age Friendly 
University Dublin City University - leading a global  
network of Age Friendly Universities.

Age Friendly 
University
Supporting Active and 
Healthy Ageing

Age-Friendly
University
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Visit our website www.foldtelecare.com to order your Personal Alarm or CareClip Device

Regional Office, Suite E, Ashtown Business Centre,Navan Road, Dublin D15 K6WR

Fold is the leading provider of 
Personal Alarms throughout Ireland. 
Fold TeleCare should be your number 
one choice for providing the support 
you need, when you need it.

Regardless of age, or if you live alone 
or not, there may be times you need 
assistance. Fold’s Personal Alarm 
service provides the reassurance that 
help is available at any time of the 
day or night. 

The Personal Alarm is designed to support everyone, who 
is concerned about home safety or personal well-being, to 
live safely and independently at home.

Fold Telecare, supports over 28,000 
people through our award winning 
personal alarms service throughout 
Ireland.

We are delighted to introduce our 
new CareClip Service which will give 
users easy access to help through 
Fold’s TeleCare Response Centre, not 
only when you are at home but also 
when you are out and about.

Fold’s CareClip is designed to support 
everyone, inside and outside the home. The CareClip 
supports independence for you, increasing your confidence 
with the knowledge that help is available should you need 
it.

Fold is the leading provider of personal alarms 
throughout Ireland. Fold TeleCare should be 
your number one choice for providing the 
support you need, when you need it. 

Fold TeleCare is an accredited member of the 
Telecare Services Association; which is the 
regulatory body for this industry. For more 
information please visit www.tsa-voice.org.uk

Visit our website
www.foldtelecare.com

to order your Fold
Personal Alarm service.

To speak to a member 
of our team call

01 670 4114

Personal 
Alarm Service
Support for you, when you need it

Regional Office, Suite E, 
Ashtown Business Centre,

Navan Road, Dublin D15 K6WR.

Registered Office: Fold Housing Association, Fold House, 

3 Redburn Square, Holywood, Co Down, Northern Ireland BT18 9HZ

106374 Fold Housing Telecare Leaflet ROI.indd   1 28/09/2016   09:35

Peace of Mind 24/7
To speak to a member of our team call 01 670 4114

• PERSONAL ALARM SERVICE • CARECLIP

Kildare Fire Service
Kildare Fire Service
Central Fire Station 

Newbridge
Co. Kildare 
045 431370

www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/FireServices/

Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/kildarefireservice



TITANIC BY NAME, TITANIC 
BY NATURE

TITANIC BELFAST

Step back in time and visit Northern Ireland’s iconic 
Titanic Belfast, Europe’s leading tourist attraction and 

the world’s largest Titanic visitor experience.
     Situated within the heart of Titanic Quarter, just a 
short walk from Belfast city centre, Titanic Belfast is 
steeped in history; it was built on the very spot where the 
legendary ship was constructed and launched over 100 
years ago.
     Inside the unique and stunning building the world-
class exhibition brings to life the story, which has been 
described by TITANIC movie director, James Cameron, as 
‘magnificent and dramatic’. 
     With nine interpretive and interactive galleries, Titanic 
Belfast has something for everyone from boomtown 
Belfast and the shipyard, where the liners were built, to 
the fit out, sinking, aftermath, and Titanic’s final resting 
place.

     There are also the revamped galleries, including the 
Launch Gallery, which recalls the excitement of the launch 
of Titanic and the maiden voyage, which shouldn’t be 
missed. The story is brought up to the present with the 
discovery of the wreck and into the future with live links 
to contemporary undersea exploration.
     The journey continues on board SS Nomadic – Titanic’s 
tender – which is the largest Titanic artefact in the world, 
and entrance is integrated into Titanic Belfast’s ticket 
price. 
     Famous as a tender for Titanic, and a quarter of her 
size in every dimension, guests can marvel at the original 
ornate doors, panels, plasterwork and staircases that 
greeted first and second class passengers on board, as 
well as see what life was like as a crew. 

To delve deeper visit www.titanicbelfast.com.

Visit titanic Belfast
Birthplace of titanic and proud Winner of 

EuropE’s LEading TourisT aTTracTion

for information and to BooK visit titanicBelfast.cOM

€urOs accepted

throughout titanic Belfast
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K
IL

DARE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD SAFETY

www.kildareroadsafety.ie

Kildare County Council and Kildare Gardai

Helping to make Kildare Roads Safer

Towns with a Past. Towns with a Future.

Almost one third of the Irish population lives in towns. Many Irish towns 
have unique features, significant historical monuments, beautiful riverside walks and 

fine architectural heritage. Although most of our towns share a common history of
development they vary considerably in form and scale from one another. In effect, 

each town is unique in its own way and each has its own story to tell. 

  
      

The Heritage Council
Áras na hOidhreachta
Church Lane, Kilkenny, Ireland

T +353 (0)56 777 0 777
E mail@heritagecouncil.ie
www.heritagecouncil.ie

These publications from the Heritage Council aim
to inform and celebrate what makes Irish towns
distinctive and to promote their cultural, social
and economic value.

Towns Siochain advert.qxp_Layout 1  24/11/2016  10:33  Page 2

JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
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This six-year plan, as developed by Cork City 
Joint Policing Committee, is the direct result 

of more than 12 months of consultation and 
sets out an overall strategy until 2021. 
     It establishes a clear format of 
communication between Cork City Council, 
the communities and the Gardaí, including 
regular local forums to raise issues. It includes 
a series of measurable goals, with specific aims 
reviewed on an annual basis. 
     According to Ann Doherty, Chief Executive 
of Cork City Council, the Joint Policing 
Committee (JPC) provides a formal structure for 
the city council to view and plan many of its s 
services and functions from a community safety 
perspective. 
     “The strategy will provide a framework for 
the work of the JPC and underpins the strong 
working relationship that exists between the 
city council and An Garda Síochána at all 
levels,” she added.
     Chief Supt Mick Finn, echoed the Chief Executive’s 
sentiments by stating: “We are committed to tackling all 
of the challenges presented by a modern vibrant diverse 
community on a day-to-day basis. No agency or service 
can solve all of the ills of society but together we are 
strong and better able to deal with these challenges.”

PILOT PROJECT
The Community Safety Structure part of Cork City’s joint 
policing structure started in Mahon in 2006 as a pilot 
project. The forum proved to be so successful that it was 
subsequently used as a model for the national structure, 
now in place arising from the Garda Síochána Act 2005.
     Cork City Council enjoys an excellent working 
relationship with An Garda Síochána, collaborating on a 
number of major events annually. These include Cork City 
Marathon, Glow Christmas Festival, Summer Fun Family 
Nights, St Patrick’s Festival and a myriad of other major 
annual festivals, which incorporate inter-agency planning.
     In his chairman’s foreword to the strategy Lord Mayor 
Cllr Chris O’Leary said that as best practice is developed 
nationally and improvements delivered locally, the role 
of the JPC, as a driver of community safety initiatives will 
continue to grow in the coming years. 
     “This strategy will be delivered through annual JPC 
plans. The public will see this through improvements in 

JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE

SIX-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN 
FOR POLICING IN CORK

The Cork City Joint Policing Committee has launched its first six-year strategy in a bid to enhance relationships between 
Cork City Council, An Garda Síochána and the community, which aims to strengthen ties between the groups. 

Pictured at the launch of Cork City’s Joint Policing Committee Six-Year 
Strategic Plan (l-r): Garda Chief Supt. Mick Finn; Cllr Chris O’Leary, Chair 
of the Cork City JPC and then Lord Mayor of Cork, and Paul Moynihan, 
Director of Corporate and External Affairs, Cork City Council.

the way that they can connect with the JPC, there will 
be clear reporting and a clear focus on issues that need 
interagency consideration to resolve them.”

EIGHT KEY AREAS OF STRATEGY
1. JPC Structure
2. Communications
3. Community Engagement
4. Crime Prevention
5. Anti-Social Behaviour
6. Road Safety
7. Misuse of Alcohol and Drugs and Related Crime
8. Support for Crime Victims

Work on developing the strategy commenced in 
September 2015 and involved a public consultation 
phase as well as consideration by councillors, Oireachtas 
members and the Public Participation Network (PPN). 
     The plan was compiled by a working group of Cork 
City Council, An Garda Síochána and the Cork City PPN. 
Annual plans will be developed with the JPC membership 
for the implementation of the different aspects of the 
strategy.

The strategy can be viewed on Cork City Councils website 
at http://www.corkcity.ie/news/mainbody,77588,en.
html



18 South Great Georges St
Dublin 2

PH:01-6775373
Fax:01-6775373

Email: info@goodworldrestaurant.com
18 South Great Georges Street, 

Dublin 2.

PH: 01 6775373
Fax: 01 6775373

Email: jngai70@yahoo.com

18 South Great Georges St
Dublin 2

PH:01-6775373
Fax:01-6775373

Email: info@goodworldrestaurant.
Opening 12am to 12pm 

7 days a week
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There are several laws which focus on the rights 
and entitlements of airline passengers, some 

of which address issues such as baggage, safety, 
security or ticket pricing.
     Ireland’s Commission for Aviation Regulation (CAR) 
is responsible for enforcing two specific European ‘air 
passenger rights’ laws in Ireland. The first establishes the 
rights for passengers affected by flight cancellations, long 
delays or who are denied boarding.
     In the case of cancellations, passengers are entitled 
to choose between re-routing and a refund. Air carriers 
must look after passengers awaiting re-routing at the 
earliest opportunity; for example, they must provide 
meals, refreshments and accommodation as appropriate 
(where they do not, passengers should make their own 
arrangements and keep receipts). Compensation may also 
be payable. 
     Where long delays are expected, air carriers must again 
look after passengers and compensation may also be 
payable. If the delay exceeds five hours and the passenger 

decides not to travel, the air carrier must provide a full 
refund.
     Where denied boarding arises, passengers are entitled 
to compensation and they must also be given the choice 
between a seat on the next available flight or a refund. 
     The second law enforced by the CAR recognises that 
air travel can be a challenging experience for disabled 
individuals and those with reduced mobility. This law tries 
to ensure that these persons have opportunities for travel, 
which are comparable with other passengers. 
     Under this Regulation air carriers (or their agents) can 
only refuse reservations or to embark passengers on the 
grounds of disability or reduced mobility in very limited 
circumstances. Furthermore passengers now have the 
right to assistance at airports and on-board aircraft, in 
addition to the right of compensation where mobility 
equipment is damaged. 

For more information on passenger rights visit 
www.flightrights.ie and www.aviationreg.ie.

COMMISSION FOR AVIATION REGULATION

TAKING PASSENGER RIGHTS 
SAFELY ON BOARD

Going abroad? 

www.aviationreg.ie

Visit our websites
to find out!

Do you know what
your air carrier should do for you

if your flight is delayed or cancelled?

Do you know if
your tour operator or travel agent

is licensed and bonded?

Flight Rights - 10x4.pdf   10/05/2013   12:08:55
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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH CHORCAÍ 

CORK CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

 

 

General Advice: 
• Listen to local radio. Check Weather Forecasts 

http://www.met.ie 
• Be careful when walking or driving in cold 

conditions — it may have turned to ice. 
• Check on vulnerable neighbours. 
• Wear good footwear to avoid slips, trips and 

falls. 

Driving :  
• Listen to local radio for prevailing road 

conditions and check www.transport.ie and 
www.rsa.ie 

• Avoid travelling in hazardous conditions. 
• If you have to make a journey when snow is 

forecast, try to wait until the roads have been 
gritted before travelling. Drivers should adjust 

speed to suit the weather conditions. Black ice 
poses a particular hazard as it may not be visible 
to motorists and pedestrians. 

• Allow extra time and drive with caution. Let 
someone know your route and when you expect 
to arrive.  

To avoid Frozen Pipes:   
• Wrap a towel around an outside tap. Leave a 

light on in the attic. 
• Open Attic trap door to allow heat in. Leave 

heating on longer than normal. 
• Place a piece of insulation e.g. carpet/matting 

over your external stopcock.  

For further information check the website Be Winter 
Ready http://winterready.ie/

In the event of severe weather conditions Cork City council wishes to 
provide the following advice to the public.

Severe weather advice from 
Cork City Council. 

Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital

Recognising the contribution of An Garda Síochána

Telephone: (01) 408 5200 

Appointments: (01) 408 5463/4

Web: www.coombe.ie



POETRY CORNER

 
(or The was ‘n the IS ‘n the Now ‘n the WHEN

By John Mullins, Wexford Branch

This is a poem
Wha! I rote
In the THEN!!!
‘bout the WAS and the IS
And the NOW and the WHEN!

‘Twas meant to be smart
But the words would’nt come
They went where they should’nt
Now my Ego is numb,

That BIG BLUE BOOK*
‘twas meant to inspire
But all that it did was make
me dispire 

So I said to me self it’s
The NOW that I want 
I will stop looking out
And start searching within.

I know it’s inside
But to catch it ‘s the key
The IS is elusive
Just so hard to see.

I just have to tame it
And tease it and such
May..be it will peepout
And give me a touch!

And then I will know
that it’s not about THEN
but the NOW that is isness
and the   Presence!  Amen!

But this question of BEING
I ask myself NOW IS
How will the WAS  and the
IS and the THEN ever make sense
if I’m stuck in the WHEN !!

*BIG BLUE BOOK is reference to a mind-bending 
text book study on philosophy/spirituality entitled 
‘Course in Miracles’ which inspired this poem. 
Any misspellings are deliberate poetic licence. My 
understanding of the book is that ‘Life is the biggest 
joke ever played on us (humanity) by US’.

The Passing-Out Parade
By Tommie Rourke, Wicklow Branch

A sharp drum roll heralds the marching tune,
The barked out command and a whistle blows.
Where thirty pairs of feet form one platoon.

The hands on the tower clock rest at noon,
Standing to order in navy blue rows.
A sharp drum roll heralds the marching tune.

Families await, the parade will start soon,
Across the bleak square, March winds cut the nose.
Where thirty pairs of feet form one platoon.

By the left, quick march, halt, at ease; ten-shun,
Feet and arms as one, adrenaline flows,
A sharp drum roll heralds the marching tune.

Long speeches unheard, but sweet freedom soon,
The parade went well, as far as that goes.
Where thirty pairs of feet form one platoon.

Now, time to reflect, escape the cocoon,
Still we’re unsure of the path that we chose.
The drum roll now lost and so is the tune,
Our feet break free from that rigid platoon.

Seventeen Minutes in 
the NOW
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Although it is already 
an offence to drive 

a vehicle with defective 
or worn tyres, there will 
now be a fixed charge 
(or fine) of €80, with 
two penalty points 
endorsed on the licence 
on payment of the fixed 
charge for commission 
of the offence, or four 
penalty points following 
conviction in court. 
     The Irish Tyre 
Industry Association 
(ITIA) has welcomed 
the Department of 
Transport’s new initiative, 
which was announced in 
April by the then Minister 
for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport, Paschal 
Donohoe TD.
     Paddy Murphy Acting 
President of the ITIA, said “We welcome any initiative 
that will save lives and this one will. We saw from the 
recent Road Safety Authority (RSA) study that defective 
tyres were “the most significant factor in vehicle-related 
fatalities and linked to the deaths of 71 people in the past 
five years”. 
     Announcing the new regulations, which took effect 

IRISH TYRE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

PENALTIES FOR DEFECTIVE 
TYRES HIT THE ROAD

The trade association representing members with 
interests in the tyre industry. 

Those represented include the manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, retailers, 
recyclers and equipment suppliers to the tyre trade in Ireland.

Contact us:  
Po Box 135, Enfield, Co. Meath

Telephone: 086 8129260
www.itia.ie

The trade association representing members with 
interests in the tyre industry. 

Those represented include the manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, retailers, 
recyclers and equipment suppliers to the tyre trade in Ireland.

Contact us:  
Po Box 135, Enfield, Co. Meath

Telephone: 086 8129260
www.itia.ie

from Sunday 17 April 2016. Minister Donohoe said: 
“Following consultation with the Road Safety Authority 
and An Garda Síochána, I have decided to extend the 
fixed charge notice system to vehicles with defective or 
worn tyres. This new measure is intended to promote 
greater awareness among motorists of the hazards of 
driving with tyres that are not in roadworthy condition.”

L to R: Paddy Murphy, President, Irish Tyre Industry Assoiciation; Pascal Donohue, Minister 
for Transport, Tourism and Sport; Moyagh Murdock, Chief Executive, RSA, Assistant Garda 
Commissioner John Twomey; Chief Superintendent Mark Curran using a tread depth indicator on 
a tyre at the launch of Road Safety Week in October 2015.

The trade association representing members with 
interests in the tyre industry. 

Those represented include the manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, retailers, 
recyclers and equipment suppliers to the tyre trade in Ireland.

Contact us:  
Po Box 135, Enfield, Co. Meath

Telephone: 086 8129260
www.itia.ie
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Bulletin Board

DECEASED RELATIVES
Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of 

Death
Fr.Martin Ryan C.Ss.R Aughrim St., Parish, Dublin Brother of Tom Ryan

Brother of Jim Ryan
Brother of Pierce Ryan

Nenagh
Kilkenny
Carlow

05/06/2015
05/06/2015
05/06/2015

Bernie O’Connor (nee Maguire) Dungarvan, Co Waterford Sister of Eileen O’Driscoll Dungarvan 13/08/2016
Fiona Lee Knocknarea, Sligo Wife of Connell Lee Sligo 24/08/2016
Philomena Casserly (Nee McGowan) Mohill, Co. Leitrim Wife of Michael Casserly Sligo 27/08/2016
Sean Cleary Newcastle, Galway Father in Law of Anne Cleary Cork 29/08/2016

Alo Quinn Ballinasloe, Co. Galway Brother of Bernard Quinn Clare 31/08/2016
Carmel Parker Finglas West Dublin Mother of James Parker Longford 04/09/2016
Kathleen Sheahan Banteer, Co. Cork Mother of Pat Sheahan Cork City 03/09/2016
William Carroll Strokestown, 

Co. Roscommon
Father of Patrick Carroll Roscommon 07/09/2016

Karina Hanley Summerhill, Athlone, Co. 
Westmeath

Daughter of Theo Hanley Athlone 08/09/2016

Mary Hayes (Née - Shinnick) Caheragh, Co.Cork Mother-In-Law of Brendan 
O’ Dywer

Cork West 20/09/2016

Francis Tuohy Athenry , Co.Galway Brother of John Tuohy Naas 25/09/2016
Liam O’Driscoll Bishoptown, Cork City Brother of John Driscoll Cork City 26/09/2016
Margaret Byrne Gorey, Co.Wexford Wife of Thomas Byrne Wexford 28/09/2016
Mairead Horgan Killarney, Co.Kerry Wife of Eddie Horgan Killarney 05/10/2016
Mary Callinan (nee Walsh) Wilton, Cork City Wife of P.J. Callinan Cork City 05/10/2016
Claire Gill Crossmolina, Co. Mayo Mother of James Gill Ballina 06/10/2016
Maurice Fitzgerald Tivoli, Cork City Brother of John and Des Cork City & Meath 25/10/2016
Frank Dennehy Elphin, Co. Roscommon Brother of John Dennehy Cork City 23/10/2016
Martin John Browne Ennis, Co. Clare Son of John Browne Limerick County 26/10/2016
Tommy Murphy Macroom, Co Cork Brother of Marie O’Callaghan Cork City 04/11/2016
Frank Brody Dunbur Park, Wicklow Town Brother to John Brody Dublin North 02/09/2016

Forename Surname Address Relationship Date of Death
Elizabeth (Lilly) Keating Pallaskenry, Limerick Widow and member 28/07/2016

Bridget Walsh Raheny, Dublin Widow and member 19/08/2016
Kathleen Smyth Kells, Co Meath Widow and member 06/10/2016
Nuala Walsh Clontarf, Dublin Widow and member 06/10/2016 

DECEASED WIDOWS

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH  YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed of 
developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see included 

in the future, contact the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 
e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 

IRISH TYRE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION



Milford Care Centre incorporates all of the following services:
• Milford Hospice Specialist Palliative Care In-Patient Unit
• Milford Hospice Specialist Palliative Care Community Services
• Milford Nursing Home
• Milford Daycare Centre for Older Persons and Specialist Palliative Care

Best wishes to both the serving and retired members of An Garda Síochána and 
thanking you for your ongoing support.

MILFORD CARE CENTRE
(Under the auspices of the Little Company of Mary)

Milford Care Centre 
Castletroy  
Limerick

Tel: +353 61 485800
Fax: 353 61 331181
Email: info@milfordcc.ie   
Web: www.milfordcarecentre.ie

Milford Care Centre provides a comprehensive range of 
Specialist Palliative Care Services and Services for Older 
People throughout counties Clare, Limerick and North 
Tipperary.

Feel free to contact a member of our sales team at
Tel: 061-419333, E-Mail:sales@omc.ie

OMC Technologies provide Stainless Steel fabricated 
products and furniture, stainless steel drainage products 
and specialist chemical cleaning and surface treatment 
services. We have been providing our products and 
services to leading companies across the construction 
and pharma sectors in the Irish and UK market for over 
25 years.

OMC TECHNOLOGIES LTD

Support
www.barnardos.ie



Bulletin Board

Reg. 
Number

Status Name Station

23458C Garda John Donegan Ballyhooly
23026L Sergeant James Greene Cavan Station
23285H Garda William McDonald Taghmon Station
24470H Garda David Jones Dun Laoghaire Station
24267E Garda Raymond Murphy Cabinteely Station
24438D Garda John McHale Naas
23872D Sergeant John O’Connor Cork City
23657H Garda Timothy Healy Garda HQ
23940B Sergeant John Heraughty Enniskerry Station
24420A Garda Donal Moloney Aughrim Station
24185G Sergeant Paul Lynch Enfield Station
20902C Garda John Fennelly Naas Station
24480E Garda Kevin Gilsenan Castlepollard
24503H Garda John Daly Mullingar
24337L Garda MIchael Doyle Wicklow
24647F Sergeant Peter McCormack Blackrock Garda Station
24461K Garda Daniel O’Connor Ballybunion Garda 

Station
20593A Chief Supt Thomas Hayes Bandon Station
21294F Chief Supt John McMahon Garda HQ
00402B Supt Elizabeth Devine Garda HQ
22651C Supt Kevin Dolan Dun Laoghaire Station
20627L Supt John Hand Black Rock Station
24260H Inspector Raymond Kavannagh Harcourt SQ
21586D Sergeant Anthony Martin Garda HQ
23733G Sergeant William Fenney Cobh Station
24516L Sergeant Joseph Kellet Borrisokane Station
23339M Sergeant Shane Devlin Cavan Station
24461K Garda Daniel O’Connor Ballybunion Garda 

Station
24532A Garda Michael Wynne Mountmellick Station
24548H Garda Thomas Ward Ballybofey Station
24533L Garda James Canning Burnfoot Garda Station
24571B Garda Martin Dowd Mullingar
21024B Garda Peter Murphy Anglesea Street
23091L Garda John O’Dwyer Garda HQ
24570D Garda Patrick Kilcoyne Convoy Garda Station

GARDA RETIREMENTS

NAME STATION
Hubert West ATHLONE
Denis Shields ATHLONE
Michael Sloyan CARLOW
Tom Fitzmaurice CASTLEBAR
Edward Kelly CAVAN
John Farrelly CAVAN
Liam Duffy CAVAN
Michael Gallagher CLARE
Michael Nevills CLARE
James Dowd CORK
Gerard Geary CORK
John O’Connor CORK

NEW MEMBERS
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NAME STATION
Angela Casey CORK
Harry Topham CORK
Noel Ranahan CORK
Mark Nolan CORK
Patricia O’Driscoll CORK WEST
James Lawton CORK WEST
John Reid CORK WEST
Pauline Reid CORK WEST
Joe McManus DONEGAL NORTH
John McGroary DONEGAL SOUTH
Ignatius Larkin DONEGAL SOUTH
Richard O’Sullivan DROGHEDA
Paul McCarville DROGHEDA
Bernard Seery DROGHEDA
Gerry Watchorn DROGHEDA
Andrew Tallon DUBLIN NORTH
Liam Mulgrew DUBLIN NORTH
George Moore DUBLIN NORTH
Claire Harrison DUBLIN NORTH
Martina O’Neill DUBLIN NORTH
Brendan Walsh DUBLIN NORTH
Cornelius O’Donovan DUBLIN NORTH
MIchael Moore DUBLIN NORTH
Aidan Brennan DUBLIN NORTH
Bernadette Gallagher DUBLIN NORTH
Ena O’Mahoney DUBLIN NORTH
Eamonn Boland DUBLIN SOUTH
Thomas Kennedy DUBLIN SOUTH
Sean Duffy DUBLIN SOUTH
Donal Regan DUBLIN SOUTH
Thomas E Doyle DUBLIN SOUTH
Noel McDermott DUBLIN SOUTH
John Stack DUBLIN SOUTH
Robert Barber DUBLIN SOUTH
Patrick J Shanahan DUBLIN SOUTH
Andrew Keegan DUBLIN SOUTH
Eilish Devine DUBLIN SOUTH
Patrick Lally DUBLIN SOUTH
Jim Madden DUBLIN SOUTH
Vincent Hourican DUBLIN WEST
Frank Kennefick DUBLIN WEST
Bridie Hourihane DUBLIN WEST
Patricia Clarke DUN LAOGHAIRE
Kevin J. Dolan DUN LAOGHAIRE
Gerard Daly KILKENNY
Conor O’Higgins KILKENNY
Daniel J. O’Sullivan KILLARNEY
Catherine O’Sullivan KILLARNEY
Noel Maher MEATH
John Conneely MEATH
John McMahon MEATH
Brian McGovern MONAGHAN
Peter Hunt MONAGHAN
William Cullen MONAGHAN
Patrick G. Mangan NAAS



FOCUS IRELAND

Head Office:
14a Eustace Street, Dublin 2

T (01) 671 2555 F (01) 679 6843

Fundraising & Events:
1 Lord Edward Court

Bride Street, Dublin 8
T (01) 475 1955 F (01) 475 1972

www.focusireland.ie

Focus Ireland's models of service provision are dictated

by the needs of our customers The Agency believes that

the quality of services delivery is equally as important

as the kind of services we provide. There are eight pri-

mary values that underpin our models of service provi-

sion both to internal and external customers:

• Respect • Safety • Accessibility • Empowerment

• Stewardship • Quality • Partnership • Integration

“everyone has a right to a place
they can call home
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Forename Surname Address REG NO. Date of Death
Frank Mullan Meath 13713H 09/07/2016

Michael Harrington Killarney 13490B 29/08/2016
Donal Finn Dublin North 12865A 02/09/2016
Michael Sullivan Killarney 13902E 06/09/2016
Richard O’Regan Cork City 21402G 06/09/2016
Gerard McArdle Clare 10034L 10/09/2016
Tony Hynes Longford 15154H 15/09/2016
Joseph Mc Donnell Dublin North 22730G 20/09/2016
John (Jack) Hennessy Naas 13196B 20/09/2016
Dan McSweeney Limerick City 14453C 19/09/2016
William (Willie) Doran Naas 15395H 21/09/2016
Pat Duffy Bray 10475B 22/09/2016
James (Jim) Gallagher Galway 10770M 22/09/2016
Anthony O’Neill Cork City 12919D 23/09/2016
Patrick Moore Kilkenny 10541D 24/09/2016
Thomas P Gallagher Cork City 17484L 25/09/2016
Michael F Shiel Roscommon 34852 27/09/2016
Peter Mcloughlin Donegal North 10474D 30/09/2016
Joseph Rice Clare 10745L 04/10/2016
Tom Quigley Cork West 14555F 09/10/2016
William (Willie) Mortell Waterford 16739H 16/10/2016
Joseph Power Dublin West 10270K 16/10/2016
Pat Carey Cork City 17168K 19/10/2016
Joseph Sharry Dublin West 16315E 27/10/2016
Tom Maher Portlaoise 10016A 28/10/2016
John Hegarty Dublin North 15502M 31/10/2016
Micheal Ryan Dublin North 13959K 15/11/2016

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary, has been 
looking forward to the release of ‘46 Men Dead’ by 
serving member Sgt John Reynolds, a history graduate 
and a founder of the Garda College Museum.

In January this year ‘The Irish Times’ flagged two books 
to look out for in 2016 – one of these is ‘46 Men Dead’. 
The title immediately grabs your attention. On reading 
the foreword it sets the tone for the content. It is about 
the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC), and concentrates on 46 
policemen, all RIC members who were murdered between 
1919 and 1922.
   What makes this book intriguing is that all these men 
were killed in County Tipperary alone. Between 1919 
and 1922 the RIC lost 493 men while hundreds more 
were injured. So, with 46 deaths in Tipperary, the Premier 
County bore more than its fair share.
   While the perception might be that all RIC members 
were English, the reality was far from this, many were 
Irish, who simply joined the Constabulary as it was a 
secure job, with a pension on retirement.

   Such employment 
elsewhere was difficult to 
secure in those times. So 
it began, on 21 January 
1919, the opening 
shots of the War of 
Independence were fired 
at Sologheadbeg, Co. 
Tipperary. Sologheadbeg 
is just off the Tipperary/
Limerick Road, near the 
village of Monard, and 
was within the Garda 
Sub/District of Oola. Two 
RIC members were killed 
at Sologheadbeg, and 
in the four years that 

followed this was indeed a bloody period for policing, 
especially in County Tipperary.
   Whatever your views on the RIC and this period of 
history I recommend this book for everyone. 

BOOK REVIEW – 46 MEN DEAD



Notice Board

CAN YOU ASSIST THIS MAYO 
READER?
A relation of John King (deceased) of Drummin, Co. 
Mayo is looking for information about him and photos. 
Please contact Hannah in GSRMA House on 
01-4781525 if you can assist.

DID YOU SERVE AT DOVEA 
(1948-55)?
Dovea Genetics, based at Dovea House near Thurles, 
Co. Tipperary, conscious of the Trant Estate they 
inherited, have embarked on a project to research 
the history of the estate. From 1948 to 1955, some 
Gardaí were based at a ‘Protection Post’ at Dovea 
House. If you know any member who served at Dovea 
during the period or can assist with the history, phone 
087-2209253 (Tim Bowe).

IRISH WAR OF INDEPENDENCE ON 
COURSE
Retired Garda Supt. Bart Faulkner is running a course 
on the Irish War of Independence starting in late 
January 2017, at St McDara’s Community College, 
Templeogue, Dublin. It will cover the period from the 
aftermath of the 1916 Rising up to the conclusion of 
the Treaty in Dublin 1921. If you are interested in the 
course, contact Bart Faulkner @ 086-7268098.

COMMEMORATION BOOK ON KEVIN STREET STATION 
With the new Kevin Street Garda Station now nearing completion, to mark the demise of the old station a 
commemoration book will be launched at the official opening in 2017. The organising committee now seeks articles, old 
photographs and stories from retired Gardaí and their families, with a view to capturing the spirit of the station down 
through the decades. Contact Stephen Moore (author) by email kevinstreetgardastationhistory@gmail.com or on 
085-7478153 if you would like to assist in any way.

50-YEAR REUNION 
FOR APRIL 1967 
CLASS
It’s almost 50 years ago, since 
the April 1967 Class of recruits 
walked into the Garda Training 
Centre in Templemore. There 
are now plans to arrange a 
reunion at a suitable venue.      
   Classmates are asked to 
contact John Dwyer (Portlaoise) 
on 087-8338313 and Mick 
Donegan (Dublin South) on 
086-1003456 to assist  in 
organising a reunion. 

APRIL 1967 CLASS MEMBERS
Front Row (l-r): John Dwyer, Mick Long. Sgt Tom Murphy, Sgt Liam Wall, Sgt John Long, John McCullagh (Irish 
instructor), Sgt Brendan Quinn, Seán O’Callaghan, and Mick Rabbitte.
Middle Row (l-r): Aidan McNulty, Peter Cawley, John Gillespie, John Maher,
James McCarthy, Frank Duggan (RIP), Gerry Gavin, Bobby Quinn, Jim Phelan and Mick Donegan.
Back Row (l-r): Fachtna Murphy, Des Waters, Tony Hynes, John Kelleher, Donal Ward, Mick Madden, Mossie Walsh, 
John Brady and Noel McDermott. (Photo courtesy of John Dwyer, Portlaoise Branch)

GALWAY FUNDRAISER FOR SGT 
JOHN CONNEELY
As a result of a horrendous accident earlier this year 
that caused spinal injuries, retired Sgt John Conneely 
is now a quadriplegic at the National Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Dun Laoghaire. John’s ambition is to move 
out of the institutional setting and into a specially-
adapted home near his family at Rathoath.
   John’s relatives, friends and Garda colleagues have 
organised a number of fundraising events to make 
his dream come true. The first one will be a Benefit 
Dance in the Galway-Bay Hotel in Salthill on Thursday 
23 February 2017. For further details contact Jarlath 
Conneely @ 087-1227875.
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St. Paul’s
Garda Credit Union Limited

Tel: 021 4313355 
Email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie

Web: www.stpaulscu.ie

GET UP TO €400 CASHBACK IF YOU GET A LOAN FROM
ST. PAUL’S TO PURCHASE A NEW FORD OR HYUNDAI Terms & conditions apply.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

• Who is providing the finance?
• Are there Fees and Charges to set up PCP?
• Can the car be repossessed for missed payments?
• Are there Penalties for exceeding kilometres allowed?
• What are the servicing and maintenance requirements?
• Are there missed repayment fees or Repossession charges?
• Are there Penalties for not meeting the acceptable return condition of the car?
• How will you pay the Balloon Payment?

If you already have PCP finance, you can clear the Balloon payment when due
with a St. Paul’s Loan* and keep the car!

Compare the cost of PCP finance on our website and see how you
can save with a St. Paul’s Loan*. With a Loan* from St. Paul’s you are
a Cash buyer and can negotiate real discounts and save money!

Tel: 021 4313355 
email: enquiries@stpaulscu.ie 
Enquire online at www.stpaulscu.ie          

Before you opt for PCP finance,
compare the total cost and ensure
you understand all
the small print 

*Loans are subject to Approval, Terms and Conditions apply. 

PCP poster A2  03/11/2016  10:11  Page 1



New Car? Now’s the time.
With a Car Loan from St Raphael’s, you own the car right from the start.

And with loan approval, you’ll know it’s yours the moment you spot the car of your dreams. 

Apply for a Car Loan now and drive away in style.

APPLY NOW

St. Raphael’s
GARDA CREDIT UNION

Web: www.straphaelscu.ie
Phone: 0818 24 7 365 or 01-4273900

Email: enquiries@straphaelscu.ie

YOUR FINANCIAL  FORCE

IRL 171-MY CARST.RAPHAEL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION

LOAN AMOUNT

€20,000

€15,000

€10,000

€5,000

WEEKLY REPAYMENT

€86.84

€65.13

€43.42

€21.71

APR

5.06%

5.06%

5.06%

5.06%

€22,578.40

€16,933.80

€11,289.20

€5.644.60

TOTAL AMOUNT
OVER 5 YEARS

Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply. Credit is only available to persons aged 18 or over. Loans are subject to repayment capacity and financial status. Security may be required. Loans can be 
repaid weekly/monthly. Rates and repayments are correct as at 20th August 2015. St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. *APR means Annual Percentage Rate

Representative example: A typical E1,000 one year variable loan will have 12 monthly repayments of E85.58, Interest 4.95% variable, APR* 5.06%. If the APR does not vary during the
term of the loan the total cost of credit of this loan (i.e. total amount repayable less the amount of the loan) would be E27.20. The total amount payable is E1,027.20

Warning - If you do not meet the repayments on your loan, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit in the future.

BY PHONE CALL IN ONLINE

0818 247 365 www.straphaelscu.ie


