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LONG WAY TO GO 
BEFORE PENSIONS 

ARE RESTORED
The election process to put in place a new Taoiseach is not helping our cause in seeking 
the full restoration of our pensions. Many in Government are clearly more focused 
on this process, and the positions they will or will not hold in the next cabinet is their 
primary objective, writes GSRMA General Secretary Paschal Feeney.

For many of us, as parents 
or grandparents we are 

all too familiar with that 
long road trip, where your 
passengers of a certain age, 
are continuously asking “are 
we there yet.” Our road trip 
as retired members of An 
Garda Síochána and retired 
public servants, has now 
been ongoing for almost 
a decade, and we too are 
asking “are we there yet”. 
     Where is our destination? 
We have set the satnav to 
‘Full Restoration of Our 
Pensions’, as our final stop. 
The system is telling us, 
there are many roadblocks 
still in place, and many alternative routes are being 
suggested.  The major road block still in place is Financial 
Emergency Provisions legislation (FEMPI). 
     We are told this roadblock is in the public interest. So, 
if something is in the Public Interest then as reasonable 
people we tend to accept these things, and are reasonable 
in our stance and we tend to be patient, as after all the 
public interest supersedes all other matters.
     However, we have been told by Government, this 
emergency is now over, we are doing exceptionally well 
as a nation, and we are to be complemented for our 
forbearance, and more importantly for our contributions 
to the State coffers, while this financial emergency, was in 
place.  
     Then the Alert button is flashing which is telling us the 
roadblocks must remain in place, as the path ahead is not 
actually clear. To establish why the road ahead is not clear, 
despite all the advice that the emergency has passed, we 
establish a Commission to establish the facts! 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

COMMISSION WORK 
CONCLUDED 
The work of this 
Commission, called 
the Public Service Pay 
Commission (PSPC), has 
concluded, so the real 
work of negotiating a new 
national pay and pension 
regime for the next three 
years has commenced. 
However, no pension group, 
association or society can 
directly speak or make 
representations to this 
forum. 
     When they have 
concluded this important 
work, they will call us 

back in, and depending on what the workers in the 
public sector agree, then they will try and build a revised 
restoration path for all public sector retirees. In the 
meantime, as all of this will take a number of months 
to finalise, we will renew before both Houses of the 
Oireachtas this draconian legislation to keep the many 
financial emergency provisions in place. 
     After all we realise despite all of this praise, these 
platitudes are mere lip service. Our final restoration 
destination leading into these national agreements 
talks, was January 2022. The early indications, by way 
of crumbs off the table is that this time span will be 
abridged. In terms of what that means, we are unsure. 
     The election process to put in place a new Taoiseach 
is not helping our cause. Many in Government are clearly 
more focused on this, and the positions they will or will 
not hold in the next cabinet is their primary objective. 
     So, to reiterate “are we there yet”, then the answer is 

clearly NO. 
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22 IN-HOUSE REPORT 
The long wait for the next National 
Wage Agreement has begun, with 
the participation of all the public 
sector trade unions within ICTU, 
and likewise the direct input from 
all the Garda Staff Associations 
for the first time, writes Paschal 
Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary.

29 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

31 DOWN SYNDROME   
 IRELAND
The fourth year of the Tour de 
Leinster 600km cycle challenge 
will again help raise vital funds for 
Down Syndrome Ireland. AGSI’s 
Alan Dowley, who has again 
signed up for 2017, urges other 
cycling enthusiasts to support this 
very worthy cause on 14 to 17 
September.

32 CELEBRITY CRUISES 
An estimated 14,000 people are 
due to start their cruise holiday 
from Dublin on board a Celebrity 
Cruises ship in 2018. Next April the 
major cruise line will be the first 
in the world to homeport from 
the capital and will offer cruises in 
Northern Europe until June 2018.

37 GPO VISITOR CENTRE
GSRMA Members can avail of a 
20% discount with their cards at 
the interactive GPO Witness History 
Visitor Centre, located in Dublin’s 
General Post Office (GPO). 

40 SHORT STORY    
 COMPETITION
Entries are now open until Friday 
29 September for this year’s 
competition. Here’s the short story 
from last year’s third place winner 
– Brian J. Kealy from Limerick City 
Branch.

46 INSPECTOR JOHN MILLS
DMP Inspector John Mills became 
the first police fatality since the 
Easter Rising. Jim Herlihy, Cork City 
Branch, outlines the hostilities in 
the city centre and events in the 
aftermath of his death on 10 June 
1917.

55 ALLOWANCES &   
 ENTITLEMENTS
Home Instead Senior Care’s ‘Senior 
Citizen: The Essential Guidebook’ 
continues to be the trusted one-
stop-shop for ageing information 
in Ireland, since the first guidebook 
was published eight years ago.

63 LOOK BACK
In 1923 an article was published in 
‘Iris An Garda’ in their April edition. 
At that time, Gardaí ruled the roost 
on the hurling playing fields of 
Ireland under the guidance of the 
Garda Commissioner General Eoin 
O’Duffy, culminating with victory in 
the Senior All Ireland Hurling Final 
in 1927. Noel Hynes, Naas Branch, 
gives an edited edition of that 
article.

65 GARDA ANGLERS’   
 ASSOCIATION 
The health benefits of angling are 
often overlooked, yet everyone 
knows that it’s a fun pastime and 
will certainly keep you on the 
move, writes Philip J. Donoghue, 
club secretary of the Garda Trout 
and Salmon Anglers’ Association.

69 PHYLLIS MURPHY
Trevor Laffan, Cork City Branch, 
was one of 98 new Garda recruits 
tasked with searching for Phyllis 
Murphy, who went missing from 
Kildare in late December 1979. 
Here he reflects on the chilling 
case, which was resolved nearly 
23 years later thanks to Operation 
Trace, and her killer was given a 
mandatory life sentence.

72 THE FENIAN RISING 
In the second part of his series on 
the Fenian Rising of 1867, defeated 
solely by the Irish Constabulary 
without the assistance of the British 
Army, Donal J. O’Sullivan, Tralee 
Branch, outlines the events that 
followed the rebellion.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

BRAY BRANCH

ATHLONE BRANCH 

The AGM on 7 March at the Harbour Bar in 
Bray, Co. Wicklow, under the chairmanship 
of Tom Conway, was attended by over 30 
members who were addressed by GSRMA 
President Matt Cosgrave and ably assisted 
by Central Committee member Padraig 
Costello. The meeting was also attended by 
liaison member Sgt Jenny Carrick of Bray 
District.
     Following lively debates on a number 
of topics, Matt Cosgrave presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to former Sgt 
Willie Conneely of the Bray Branch. Willie 
hails from Inis Oirr and both President 
Matt and Padraig Costello hail from the 
Connemara Gaeltacht, more than a cupla 
focal as Gaeilge were exchanged.
     Bray Branch Secretary John Smith and 
Treasurer Mick Lernihan addressed the 
meeting regarding the stewardship of the 
Branch. The AGM proposed a number 
of motions for the upcoming ADM. The 
meeting was followed by refreshments in 
many forms!

4  Síocháin 

Pictured at the GSRMA Athlone Branch AGM in the Shamrock Lodge Hotel 
Athlone on 8 February:
Front Row (l-r): Michael Tomas, Michael Egan, Mary B. O’Connor, Jim 
Donohue, Paschal Feeney (General Secretary), Fr Mark Bennett, Adelaide 
Foley, Ann Foley, John O’Brien and Joe Gaffney.
Middle Row (l-r): Mick Bohan, Mick Egan, John Hickey, PJ Lenehan, Tom 
Moran, PJ Burke, John O’Brien Joe Ward, Mick Cronin and Theo Hanley.
Back Row (l-r): Noel Dowd, Con Moynihan, PJ Colleran, John Mulligan, 
Michael Donnellan, Michael Larkin. Gerard O’Dowd, James Donnellan and 
Hugh West.
(Photograph courtesy of Jack Lynch)

Pictured at our recent AGM was worthy 
recipient Jim Donohue, who received his 
Certificate of Appreciation for 20 years 
membership of GSRMA. The presentation 
was made by General Secretary Paschal 
Feeney.

GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave presented a Certificate of Appreciation 
to former Sgt Willie Conneely of the Bray Branch.



ASSOCIATION NEWS

CLARE BRANCH 

Attentive audience at Clare Branch AGM 2017.

CORK CITY BRANCH 
The 2017 AGM held at 
Rochestown Park Hotel on 23 
February witnessed our largest 
attendance of 38 people. Guest 
speakers were Frank Timoney, 
GSRMA National Treasurer and 
Matt Givens, GSRMA Central 
Committee. 
     All those attending were 
presented with the new 
GSRMA pin which will clearly 
identify them as members of 
the GSRMA. Thanks to Hetty 
Tuohy, Mary Doody and Mary 
Mulkeen who represented the 
Garda widows at the meeting.
     A group of 30 visited Cobh 
and took in a guided tour of the 
Irish Naval Base at Haulbowline 
on 23 May. They enjoyed a 
lovely trip on Cork Harbour and 
a tour of Cobh Garda Station 
which was designed in the 
shape of a ship.
     Our annual coach tour departs on Sunday 18 
June for a three-night stay at the Arklow Bay Hotel. 
We all look forward to visiting Dungarvan, Waterford, 
Glendlough, Wicklow Gaol and Avoca, plus a day trip 

to Glasnevin and Croke Park Museum. 
     On our final day (21 June) we will make an early 
morning trip to the top of Vinegar Hill to mark the 
219th anniversary of the famous battle, followed by a 
visit to the JFK Kennedy Homestead and New Ross 
before departing homewards.
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GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave (left) addressed the Clare 
Branch AGM 2017 accompanied by Treasurer John Morris and 
Chairman Pat McGuire.

Pictured at Cork City AGM 2017 were (l-r): Mary Mulkeen, Michael Lewis 
(Chairman), Mary Doody and Hetty Tuohy. (Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork 
Branch Secretary)
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Joe Kennedy allude to the sacrifices 
made by our colleagues lost in the 
line of duty and the dedication 
given to the Garda service by those 
involved in policing in Ireland and 
abroad. 
    Both celebrants paid tribute to our 
deceased colleagues, mentioning also 
the members of the RUC and PSNI 
killed in the line of duty and praised 
the recent work of the US Border 
Patrol in the arrest of a suspect in the 
murder of Garda Adrian Donohoe.
    Ann McCabe, wife of the late 
Detective Garda Gerry McCabe, read 
from Scripture. 
    It was gratifying for those of us 
affiliated to the GSRMA to see our 
General Secretary, Paschal Feeney 
and Vice President Pat Lehane 
also participate in the readings 
of Scripture at the ceremony. 
GSRMA President, Matt Cosgrave 
subsequently laid a wreath in 
memory of our deceased colleagues 
and friends, at the conclusion of the ceremony. 

SEA OF TEARS SHED
The passing rain showers replicated for many the sea of 
tears that were shed by spouse, partner, families, friends 
and colleagues of all those members whose names appear 
on the Garda Roll of Honour. 
    The intermittent sunshine amplified the warmth 
between Garda colleagues, serving and retired, and the 
wider Garda family, which shows itself in a particular way 
on these type of occasions.
    As part of his address, Acting Commissioner Dónall 
O’Cualáin (representing the Garda Commissioner who 
was on annual leave), praised the work of those members 
who were being commemorated. He spoke of the 
sacrifices made by them and the feelings of loss endured 
by the families of our fallen colleagues and by An Garda 
Síochána.
    In some larger countries, a full week is dedicated as 
a police memorial week. Different countries do things 
in different ways. Some hold their Police Memorial Day 
in different months of the year and some, like our UK 
neighbours, hold their Police Memorial Service in different 
parts of the country each year. 
    No matter the time of year or the location, the holding 
of this service is hugely important for those involved in 
any way in the area of policing. It is a day set aside in 
which serving and retired members and the families of 
those killed in the line of duty can come together to 
commemorate the lives of police officers who have given 
their all. 

    This is so that society as a whole can go about their 
daily tasks in a safe environment, confident in the 
knowledge that there are people in their midst looking 
after their wellbeing and willing, when necessary, to put 
their lives on the line for the good of all. 

POLITICIANS SHOULD PAY TRIBUTE
Here in Ireland, we have the Garda Memorial Day, 
traditionally held since its inception, on the third Saturday 
of May each year. It is a date that is well flagged for all of 
us and one which we mark in our calendar as important 
each year, and so it should be.
    In practically every democratic country where a Police 
Memorial Day is commemorated, the representatives of 
the State play a role by their presence and show their 
solidarity with the police service by their involvement. 
    Why it is that the political leaders of every political 
persuasion in this country do not see fit to include the 
national Garda Memorial Day in their calendar? Why it 
is that they cannot pay due tribute to those who served 
and died for the safety of our society and the good of our 
country? 
    These questions need to be asked and one of the 
best ways to ask such questions is for GSRMA members 
throughout the country to assemble ‘en masse’ at the 
Garda Memorial Day 2018. 
    Let the politicians and those in authority see that, in 
solidarity with our dead colleagues, ‘We Will Remember 
Them’. 

*Joe Lynch, Donegal North Branch, is a member of the 
GSRMA Central Committee.

GSRMA members from Donegal North Branch who attended this year’s 
Garda Memorial Day.
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DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

Following our successful visit to Epic 
Ireland museum tour ‘The Journey of a 
People’ on 2 May, it is hoped to organise 
some more visits to places of interest 
around the city and surrounding areas 
in the coming months. You will be kept 
informed via text/e-mail. 
     At our recent AGM, John Hartigan 
announced that he was stepping down 
from our Branch Committee. John’s 
involvement with the Association 
has been immense. He retired from 
An Garda Síochána in 1985 and 
immediately became involved with the 
then Garda Pensioners’ Association 
(now Garda Síochána Retired Members’ 
Association). 
     He has served on our committee 
for over 30 years and was Chairman 
from 1989 to 1994 (GPA) and 2013 to 
2015 (GSRMA). He was a member of 
the Central Committee from 2001 to 
2012 and Vice Chairman for six of those 
years. 
     John was the Association’s nominee 
to the National Federation of Pensioners 
Association for many years and elected 
as its President for seven years. He also 
served for a period as the Association’s 
nominee on the Senior Citizens 
Parliament. 
     In 1980 he was elected Chairman of 
St Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society and 
served on that committee for 30 years as 
a member and trustee. Thanks John for 
your long involvement and commitment 
to the welfare of our members. We wish 
you and Bernie many years of good 
health and happiness.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH
GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave gave a very 
informative address at the well-attended AGM on 7 
March at Bakers. He presented Long Service GSRMA 
Certificates to Thomas O’Sullivan, Tony O Mahony, 
Mary Aylward and William Keavney, Elizabeth Mc 
Guinness and John Ruane. Tony Campbell was also 
issued with a certificate but was not present. 
     Over the past few weeks a number of our 
members have availed of a computer skills course at 
Newtown Park Comprehensive School. Due to the 

success of the course, which was given by Transition 
Year students, further courses will be organised in 
the future. A big thank you to Sgt Pat Mc Donald 
and Garda Gemma Conway from Blackrock for their 
assistance in organising the course. 
     Meanwhile, the monthly meeting takes place at 
Bakers on the first Tuesday of each month at 11am 
(except for July and August). For further information 
contact Eamon Hession (Branch Secretary) on 085-
2320747.

John Hartigan, who stepped down from the Dublin North Branch 
Committee, pictured with his wife Bernie.

Pictured at the presentation of Certificates of Appreciation to GSRMA 
Dublin North Branch at Skylon Hotel on Tuesday 28 March:
Back Row (l-r): John Beirne, William Kelly, Jim Walsh, Martin O’Hora 
and Liam Nolan.
Front Row (l-r): Noel Vizzard, Greta Mulroy, Matt Cosgrave (GSRMA 
President), Frank Gilton and Michael Rooney. 
(Photo courtesy of John Hartigan)
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KILLARNEY BRANCH

MULLINGAR BRANCH
Last August, 28 branch members 
departed Mullingar on a trip to West 
Cork. Our first stop was at the Rock of 
Cashel where some of us had a walk 
around while others climbed, followed 
by mid-morning teas and coffees and 
spent about 45 minutes in the area.
     We then headed to Cork stopping at 
the Viaduct Restaurant for lunch. After 
an hour we headed to West Cork via. 
Bandon, stopping a few times along the 
way and at Beal na Blath where Michael 
Collins met his fate. We checked into 
the West Lodge Hotel in Bantry that 
evening and refreshed ourselves for 
dinner at 6.30pm.
     On Wednesday we visited 
Skibbereen, followed by Ballydehob, 
Schull and then Mizen Head where we 
had lunch. The more energetic group 
members took the path from the Visitors’ 
Centre down the cliffs and over the 
famous bridge to the Irish Lights Signal 
Station. We then returned to the Hotel 
via Durrus.
     On Thursday we set off again to 
Ballylickey and Glengariff. As the day 
was wet we returned via Kenmare, 
stopping at the Kenmare Park Hotel 
for tea and scones, where we were 
welcomed by the man himself Francis 

Síocháin   15

Pictured at the presentation of Certificates of Appreciation to four branch 
members by Paschal Feeney (General Secretary) were (l-r): Jim Casey 
(Branch Secretary), Dan Donovan, Jerry McManus, Paschal Feeney (General 
Secretary), Liam Dineen and Tom Fox.

The following events will take 
place this year: 
(a) 21 June: Day outing to Garnish 
Island.
(b) Tom Fox will explore a walk in 
the Duhallow area.
(c) Coffee mornings will continue 
on the first Thursday of each 
month at Muckross House @ 
11am preceded by a walk at 10am.
(d) Depending on weather 
conditions walks will be organised 
in the Killarney area over the 
summer period. Those members, 
interested in walking, who may 
be visiting the area will be most 
welcome to join in. They should 
contact Pat Lehane in advance on 
086-8139416.

Brennan! Then back to the hotel for the evening.
     On Friday we set out for home through Union Hall, Glendone and 
Clonakilty. We stopped at Kinsale where we had a snack, and then 
back to Mullingar where we finished off our trip with dinner in the 
Annebrook House Hotel.
     Our stay in Bantry’s West Lodge Hotel was very enjoyable with 
lovely dinners every evening and live music every night. The hotel 
staff were all very friendly and welcoming. A great time was had by 
all. 

Monthly Coffee Mornings: These will take place at the Annebrook 
House Hotel on the second Wednesday of every month at 11am. So 
come along, meet retired colleagues and be assured of an hour of 
good company. Looking forward to seeing you there.  

Mass for Deceased Members: A Mass for deceased members of 
Mullingar Garda District will be celebrated at the Cathedral of Christ 
the King, Mullingar at 11 am on Sunday 2 July. All are welcome.
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The Annual Barbecue on Friday 30 June in Ryston 
Newbridge, will start at 6.30pm so take a day off 
from cooking and enjoy an evening with a difference! 
You will be guaranteed great food, good company, a 
raffle and music a super way to spend a mid-summer 
evening.
    Tickets are available priced at only €17.50 per 
person. As this event was such an outstanding 
success last year, make sure to book your tickets 
now! Phone Marie on 086-0854654 or Mick on 086-
2329910.

Our bowling season will finish on Tuesday 27 
June for the summer break. We hope you have a 
lovely summer and look forward to meeting again 
on 6 September for the winter season begins. Many 
thanks for your ongoing support every Wednesday 
and it has been great to see an increase in numbers 
over the past year. It is a terrific way to spend a 
morning and a lovely informal way to meet new and 
old friends. 

NAAS  BRANCH

Pictured (l-r): Christy and Mary Sheridan, Carmel 
Crowley, Margaret Dunne, Tomas Breathnach, Carmel 
Shaughnessy, James Crudden, Sheila McKeon, Noel 
Geary, Nickey and Marie Roche, Bridget Geary, Tom 
Connolly, Mary Roche, Jim Corcoran, Margaret Donegan, 
Fintan Dunne, Mary Devine, and Eamonn Shaughnessy.

Pictured here J. Keane, Stacey O’Brien, G. Hester 
and Matt Connor.

Pictured (l-r): J. Hopkins, B. Fayne, D. Duffin, G. Murray, B. Brady, J. 
Donovan, P. Kelly, Garda John Reynolds, J. Finnigan, A. Ginty and 
M. Dalton from Tullamore outside the Garda College in Templemore.

OFFALY BRANCH
On 15 November 2016 a group of ten retired 
members from the Tullamore area made a trip down 
memory lane when they visited The Garda College in 
Templemore. Great credit is due to our escort Garda 
John Reynolds for his organisational skills. 
     Tea and scones were laid out upon our arrival 
before our guided tour of the new museum and that 
was a very interesting experience. We finished off 
by having lunch in the canteen. Tullamore’s Court 
Hotel was the venue for our Christmas lunch on 

20 December 2016, and was attended by over 30 
guests. The excellent meal was followed by a draw 
for some seasonal fare and everyone went home with 
a little gift. As usual everything was well organised by 
Peter Kelly and John Hopkins.
     Our special guests on the day - Gardaí Stacey 
O’Brien and Matt Connor - are in charge of the Garda 
Social Club and look after our interests throughout 
the year. 
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ROSCOMMON BRANCH
Last August, a group of branch members 
toured Kylemore Abbey and the beautiful 
grounds and gardens, followed by a light 
lunch before heading for Westport, which 
included some shopping and sightseeing. The 
day trip ended with a very enjoyable meal in 
The Tower Bar.

The Roscommon Branch Christmas meal was 
held in Hannon’s Hotel, Roscommon Town 
0n 15 December 2016; 24 of our members 
had a very enjoyable night and were very well 
looked after by Ursula Hannon and all the 
hotel staff.

THURLES BRANCH

Members of the Wexford Branch pictured at the final evening 
of the bowling season.

Back Row (l-r): Michael McNeela, Basil Johnson, Billy Hen-
nelly, Mary McDermott, James Raftery, Padraig Walsh, Gerry 
Tiernan, Christy Grogan, John Cawley and Tom O’Connor.
Front Row (l-r): William Gallagher, Tom Commons, Matt 
Griffith, Charlie McDonnell and John Hynes.

Pictured at the AGM in the Anner Hotel, Thurles on Monday 20 
March (l-r): General Secretary Paschal Feeney; Sean Moore; 
Maurice Crotty; Tony Merrigan and Jim O’Shea (all Tipperary 
Town members).

Following the AGM, Tim Kerrigan, pictured here with his 
wife Maureen, was presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation by fellow branch member GSRMA General 
Secretary Paschal Feeney.

Needless to say the popular sport of bowling 
will be renewed in the autumn. In the meantime, 
members can avail of a course in technology that 
covers computers, laptops, tablets and the various 
mobile phone equipment available. 
     The one-day courses, which will run over 
a seven-week period in Wexford, New Ross, 
Enniscorthy and Gorey under the auspices of the 
Waterford Wexford Educational Training Board 
(WWETB), are free to all participants.
     With the summer now upon us, we will be on 
the walking and maybe sailing trail, together with 
a test outing on the Waterford Greenway project. 
Updates will be covered in ‘Association News in 
the Autumn edition of ‘Siochain’.

WEXFORD BRANCH
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

TRALEE BRANCH

GSRMA members who attended Tralee’s AGM on 28 February. 
Front Row (l-r): D.J. O’Sullivan, Teddy O’Sullivan, Michael Kennedy, Colette Quinn, Michael Coote, Noel Burke and Tony 
Cahill. Back Row (l-r): Pat Lehane, Pat Joyce, Donie Morgan, Wm Corcoran, Nealie O’Sullivan, Pat Keady, Pat Murphy, 
Dave Deady, Brendan McCarthy, John O’Connor, Pat Crowe, Aidan Smith, Pat Conneely, Moss Twomey, Gary Fitzgerald, 
John Keane, Ml Quelley, Teddy Murphy and Jim Lordon.  (Photo courtesy of Tim Bowe, Cork City Branch)

GSRMA 
Certificates of 
Appreciation for 
loyalty to the 
Tralee Branch, 
were presented to 
Michael Kennedy, 
Mrs Colette Quinn, 
Donal J. O’ Sullivan 
and Moss Twomey. 
(Photo courtesy of 
Tim Bowe, Cork 
City Branch)
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GSRMA SUMMER DRAW WINNERS
Congratulations to these five winners of the GSRMA Summer Draw, who will receive €500 each in prize 
money.
• Gerard Hester (21090M) Offaly Branch, Arden Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
• Patrick Sweeney (20709H) Donegal North Branch, Clougherna, Ballyliffin, Co. Donegal
• Desmond Tully (16029F) Wicklow Branch, Little Acre, Ballyvolan, Ashford, Co. Wicklow
• Michael Joseph Lee (11097C) Cavan Branch, ‘Glenveagh’, Stragelliffe, Co. Cavan
• John O’Toole (18572H) Waterford Branch, 9 Bromley Crescent, Ardkeen Village, Waterford

GSRMA Quarterly Website Winner: Congratulations to George G. Oliver (13712L) Dublin South Branch who 
receives prize money of €50 as our Quarterly Website Winner. To ensure you’re entered for the next draw, 
simply register as a GSRMA website user, or if already a website user, continue to use our website.
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As ‘Síocháin’ goes to press we are only in the 
preliminary stages, with each of the groups setting 

down their stall, and likewise Government counteracting 
with what the country can afford. 
    At the same time Government leaking various snippets 
of information, such as comparisons in the private sector , 
the rate of inflation, the national debt, and the very vexed 
questions of pension contributions for all public service 
workers into the future. For 300,000 people, the current 
negotiations will decide their household budgets for the 
next three years, but they will also impact massively on 
the national budget. 
    Unions and politicians will have to find a middle ground 
that is sellable to both the public and private sectors, 
which the media will inevitably be accused of pitting 
against each other.  But that’s the reality of what these 
talks will become. 
    Public sector workers rightly feel they have an 
entitlement to ‘pay restoration’. Likewise public sector 
retirees expect pension restoration in line with the 
national agreement. Already there has been much 
speculation about Minister Paschal Donohoe’s plans to 
make civil and public servants pay more for their so-called 
‘gold-plated pensions’.  
    Pay hike figures of around two per cent per year have 
been tossed out as the starting target and unions have 
suggested the increases should be brought forward to 
early next year, even though the existing Lansdowne Road 

PENSION 
RESTORATION 
REMAINS TOP 

PRIORITY
The long wait for the next National 
Wage Agreement has begun, with the 
participation of all the public sector 
trade unions within ICTU, and likewise 
the direct input from all the Garda 
Staff Associations for the first time, 
writes Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General 
Secretary.

IN-HOUSE REPORT

Agreement is in place until September 2018. The initial 
shots being fired from the Government side centre on the 
issue of productivity. 
    The Public Expenditure Minister’s officials argue that 
the potential for public sector pay hikes will be wiped out 
unless State employees agree to continue working 15 
million ‘free’ hours every year. He will warn unions that 
the so-called ‘Croke Park Hours’ must be considered the 
‘new norm’. 
    Backing up his argument, he will present new analysis 
carried out by the Department of Public Expenditure, 
which indicates the value of the additional hours currently 
being worked in the region of €600m per year. And, 
according to the Minister he would have to hire an 
additional 12,000 staff to just maintain frontline services if 
the ‘free’ hours are ended. 
    This would be on top of the planned recruitment of 
6,100 staff this year. 

ABOLISHING UNPAID HOURS
Under the current arrangement, public servants such 
as teachers and nurses work just over two extra hours 
a week, or 27 minutes a day, bringing their working 

There has been much speculation about Minister 
Paschal Donohoe’s plans to make civil and public 
servants pay more for their so-called ‘gold-plated 
pensions’.
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IN-HOUSE REPORT

day to seven hours, 24 
minutes. According to 
Minister Donohoe, the loss of 
those hours would have “a 
significant budgetary effect 
and a significant effect on the 
delivery of frontline services”. 
    The top priorities for many 
public sector unions are 
to have the unpaid hours 
abolished. The analysis on 
free hours was done internally 
and has no link to the Public 
Sector Pay Commission’s 
Report, which has just been 
published. 
There has been a lot of 
comment that the public 
sector’s pension benefits are 
worth up to 18 per cent more 
than pensions for private 
sector workers. It said that 
those who benefit from ‘legacy’ schemes and fast-track 
pensions, such as those available to Gardaí, politicians and 
judges, should make bigger contributions.
    Changes to any pension entitlements will be 
strongly resisted by union bosses but there is a growing 
expectation among taxpayers that something will have to 
give.  Similarly, though, there is an understanding that this 
will happen in tandem with pay rises, depending on your 
viewpoint. 
    While all of this interaction between Government and 
public sector trade unions, and An Garda Síochána staff 
associations, the Alliance of Retired Public Servants has 
been in talks with the Department of Public Expenditure, 
and akin to the main talks each side has put their stall and 
their expectations. 
    Clearly the objective of the Alliance of retired Public 
Servants is the restoration of all public service pensions to 
the levels we enjoyed prior to the introduction of all FEMPI 
legislation, and the introduction of all pension levies and 
deductions.

HUGE SACRIFICES MADE
While the Government has acknowledged the 
huge sacrifices made by all of us in retirement, this 
acknowledgement and goodwill sentiment alone does not 
satisfy our demand for pension restoration this year. 
    Budget 2018 must bring with it the framework for 
the complete restoration of all public service pensions 
prior to 1 January 2018. Public service pay talks may 
have concluded, and likewise the Alliance talks with 
the Government may have concluded, by the time this 
summer issue of ‘Síocháin’ is published in mid-June, and 
we may know our fate.
    All of this will be done against the backdrop to the 

The Annual Garda Memorial Day on 20 May honoured the 88 members who 
have paid the ultimate price in the name of the State.

renewal or otherwise of FEMPI legislation. As you are 
aware before 30 June each year there is a requirement for 
all FEMPI legislation to be renewed before each House of 
the Oireachtas. 
    As part of the new deal, will the public service trade 
unions allow the Government to renew this draconian 
legislation for yet another year? If they do, then that for 
us in retirement makes a mockery of all the goodwill 
gestures and the acknowledgement of what we have had 
to endure over the past decade. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY 
Annual Garda Memorial Day – a hugely important day for 
the Garda family – is held every year on the third Saturday 
of May, so we can all plan a full year in advance to ensure 
the day is a success. 
    The day is one to remember, to reflect on those 88 
members who have paid the ultimate price in the name of 
the State. So, it is important that we come together and 
honour those fallen colleagues, by lending support to the 
surviving family members of the 88. 
    The State is normally represented by the Minister for 
Justice. The current Minister for Justice, Frances Fitzgerald 
TD, was absent for the formal proceedings of this year’s 
National Memorial Day. She did not send a representative 
in her place – and there are lots of Junior Ministers in the 
Justice Department! 
    The MC on the day did not explain the absence of the 
Minister for Justice, but did indicate that she would be 
“with us shortly”. The Minister appeared at the event 
when the formal proceedings were over. Not what 
you would say respecting the 88 fallen members of An 
Garda Síochána. Was it a coincidence that the race to 
succeed Enda Kenny TD as leader of Fine Gael had kicked 
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into place, and Tainiste and Minister for Justice Frances 
Fitzgerald TD had endorsed Leo Varadkar TD as her choice 
for the position? 
    If she was not able to attend due to other State 
commitments then surely at least she could have arranged 
a replacement, as the formal proceedings only take a 
little over an hour. Garda Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan 
was also absent, but she was represented by Acting 
Commissioner Dónall O’Cualáin. Commissioner O’Sullivan 
was on annual leave and did attend the ceremony in a 
private capacity. 
    A National Memorial Day is for the Garda family 
members. The family unit is made up of serving and 
retired members of the force. Sadly as in previous years 
the numbers of serving members only represent a small 
percentage of those present. 
    Without the support of the GSRMA and retired 
members across the country, this event is in danger 
of being removed from the calendar of events. Our 
fallen colleagues deserve the respect of our presence at 
Memorial Day each year. Likewise the State must place its 
part in honouring these deceased members of An Garda 
Síochána. 

FENNELLY COMMISSION REPORT 
John Burke, a journalist with RTE’s ‘This Week’ radio 
programme, which is broadcast weekly on Sundays 
1-2pm on Radio One, contacted me in the wake of the 
publication of the Fennelly Commission Report. 
    He posed these questions to me. “The Fennelly Report, 
which was published in early May, makes reference to 
the ‘regret’ of Mr Justice Nial Fennelly that it was not 
possible to secure the agreement of the GSRMA (page 50, 
point 7.10) to conduct a survey of the retired members’ 
association in relation to their knowledge about taping of 
certain phone lines at Garda stations.
    “Why did the GSRMA not agree to conduct a survey as 
requested by the Fennelly inquiry? Based on the judge’s 
remark, does the GSRMA accept that it would have 
helped the work of the Tribunal if they [GSRMA] had 
agreed to conduct the survey as requested? 
    “In the context of a body whose members are 
comprised of former law enforcement officers, would the 
GSRMA not have felt that it was in the public good to 
agree to survey its members for the purpose of assisting 
a Commission of Inquiry into a matter of public interest? I 
look forward to a prompt reply from you in relation to the 
above questions.”

This was my reply: “I wish to clarify and set out the factual 
position in relation to these matters insofar as they relate 
to the GSRMA. Mr Justice Nial Fennelly and his legal team 
contacted GSRMA, as part of their work in this Inquiry. 
    “Mr Justice Fennelly set out his position and outlined 
that the Garda Commissioner and An Garda Síochána had 
supplied contact details of all serving and some retired 

IN-HOUSE REPORT

members of An Garda Síochána of Chief Superintendent 
and Superintendent Rank.
    “Mr Justice Fennelly’s legal team had interacted with 
all those members serving and retired in relation to his 
survey. Mr Justice Fennelly outlined that he wished to 
extend the survey further and to include all members of 
all ranks now retired. He requested that we supply to him 
these contact details so that he could conduct his survey. 
    “I asked why the Garda Commissioner and the 
Garda organisation had not supplied these details to 
the Fennelly Commission, given the fact that they had 
already supplied these contact details for the majority of 
serving and retired members of Chief Superintendent and 
Superintendent Rank. 
    “It was obvious from discussion that the Garda 
organisation was unwilling or reluctant to do so. As 
controller of all data in relation to members of GSRMA 
I discussed the implications of Data Protection and the 
strict requirements of all controllers in relation to such 
data with Mr Justice Fennelly and his legal team. 
    “Mr Justice Fennelly outlined that he was unsure of 
what the implications were at the time and he undertook 
to come back to GSRMA in that regard. Mr Justice 
Fennelly and his team did come back to us, and again 
requested the release of contact details from our database 
in order to complete the survey. I asked if we could give 
a commitment that I – as the Data Controller – and 
the GSRMA organisation would be exonerated from all 
possible prosecution, in the event of any of our members 
making a complaint to the Data Protection Commissioner. 
    “Mr Justice Fennelly was unable to give any such 
commitment. On that basis and on the legal advice given 
to the GSRMA it was decided to comply fully with all 
relevant legislation, but in particular all aspects of Data 
Protection legislation. 

Mr Justice Fennelly, who wished to include all 
members of all ranks now retired, requested that the 
GSRMA supply to him these contact details so that he 
could conduct his survey. 
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    In relation to your question do I 
accept the judge’s remarks that it 
would have helped the work of the 
Tribunal, I have no doubt that it may 
have, but likewise for the GSRMA to 
do so in that fashion requested by 
the Commission would have been 
unlawful for the GSRMA. So rather 
that as retired members and former 
law enforcers failing to comply with a 
request, the GSRMA was mindful at all 
times of the legal requirements and on  
that basis obviously decided to comply 
with all aspects of current legislation.
    “I trust you will rectify the facts in 
the course of your programme next 
Sunday, if required I can appear on 
your programme.”

Needless to say, that was the end of 
the matter.  The media never like to 
deal in facts!

ST PAUL’S GARDA MEDICAL AID
In line with a motion passed at last 
year’s conference, it was agreed that 
each year we publish the entitlements 
and benefits of membership of St 
Paul’s Garda Medical Society. 
    The Society has supplied us with 
these details, in so far as what pertains 
from 1 June 2017. 
    However, our publishers have 
informed us that space does not 
permit the full publication of this 
information for this quarter, so I will 
undertake to publish this in full in 
the autumn edition of ‘Síocháin’ 
magazine. 

IN-HOUSE REPORT

The GPO Witness History Visitor Centre is giving GSRMA members a 
20% discount on presentation of their GSRMA card.

GPO Witness History is giving GSRMA members only a 
20% discount on presentation of their GSRMA card. If 
you do not have a current ID card, then simply submit 
a passport-sized photograph to GSRMA House, 5 
Harrington Street, Dublin 8, quoting your name and 
registered number or GSRMA Number. Alternatively email 
your photograph to info@gardaretired.com. Your ID 
card will be sent out to you by return post. 
    The one-hour visit is a self-guided experience. Guided 
tours are offered for individuals daily at 11am and 
2pm, and pre-booking is not necessary (additional cost 
applies, subject to availability). Meanwhile, guided tours 

for groups or 10 people or more may be arranged by 
advanced bookings with the reservations office. 
Price(s): Adult €12; Family From €26; Child (0-5 years) 
Free; Child (over 5 years) from €6; Students €8; Seniors 
(65+) €8.
Audio Guides: Languages available: Gaeilge, English, 
German, French, Italian and Spanish
Access: Disabled lift access and toilet facilities available
Address: GPO Witness History, General Post Office, 
O’Connell Street Lower, Dublin 1, D01 F5P2. 
Details: Tel: 01-8721916 or email 
info@gpowitnesshistory.ie

GPO HISTORY TOURS — 20% DISCOUNT FOR GSRMA MEMBERS
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor
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Dear Editor

Perhaps this account of an incident that I experienced many years ago may be of interest to your readers.
     In the present climate hardly a day goes by without comment from a politician, media outlet or the general public 
concerning the ‘rock bottom morale’ in An Garda Síochána.
      We are led to believe that morale has never been so low, but I believe that low morale in An Garda Síochána is 
something that comes and goes.
     I remember one incident over 40 years ago which displays how a Garda can feel if he is under pressure and sometimes 
feels that he is not appreciated by the rest of society.
     One morning I arrived into my station at 8am to take up duty as the Station Orderly. I was due to relieve Garda Martin 
Manley, who was manning the desk for the previous eight hours. After a short report on the activities of the previous night 
Martin departed for home and a few hours rest. 
     It was only a short time after he had departed that I saw some of his clerical work, performed on the old manual 
typewriter. Obviously he had done some serious thinking during the night and the result was ‘A Definition of a Garda’…. 

A Definition of a Garda: A Garda is a human being who is asked, abused, bribed, bullied, cursed, coaxed, encouraged, 
intimidated, insulted, ignored, ordered, pulled, pushed, praised, paid, spied on, walked on…. by different sections of 
society and authority as it suits them. In other words he has to be a very ‘Nice Fellow’. [SIGNED: Shakespeare Manley]

I am pretty sure he was only thinking of the Garda rank. And I am pretty sure that the same pressures apply today to the 
Gardaí and it is no wonder that morale is low at times.

Mick Dalton
Rahan Rd, Tullamore, Co. Offaly

LOW GARDA MORALE COMES AND GOES
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In 2016 the Association of Garda Sergeants and 
Inspectors (AGSI) Excellence Award was awarded to Sgt 

Mary Doherty in recognition of her outstanding work in 
promoting the needs of people with Down Syndrome.
    Mary is a court presenter in Blanchardstown. She is 
married to D/Garda Simon Duignan, Garda National 
Immigration Bureau. They have three children – Megan, 
Aaron and Caitlin. Arron was born with Down Syndrome 
(DS) nine years ago and this started Mary’s campaign to 
raise awareness for all children with special needs.
    Mary started raising funds for the Louth/Meath Branch 
of Down Syndrome Ireland (DSI) – her local branch. Funds 
are needed to help children with the resources they do 
not receive from the Government. 
    She has lobbied various Ministers and Department 
Officials in her quest to raise awareness of Down 
Syndrome and for a policy to change discrimination 
against people with special needs.
    Early intervention with cardiac and thyroid issues is 
a key requirement for children with DS. They also need 
assistance with speech and language to mention but a 
few of the problems they have to overcome in their daily 
lives.
    Mary is what you would call a busy person. She is in her 
second three-year term as President of Down Syndrome 
Ireland – a voluntary position – as well as running the 
family home with her husband Simon and dealing with 
her official Garda duties as a Court Presenter.

PEDAL AND ENJOY THE EVENT
One of the fundraising events run by Down Syndrome 
Ireland is the Tour de Leinster 600km cycle challenge. This 
will be the fourth successive year of this four-day Tour de 
Leinster, which takes place from 14 to 17 September. 
    The organisers are calling on all cyclists to share the 

ON YOUR BIKE FOR 
DOWN SYNDROME 

This year’s Tour de Leinster 600km cycle 
challenge (14 to 17 September) will 
again help raise vital funds for Down 
Syndrome Ireland. AGSI’s Alan Dowley, 
took on the challenge in 2016 and 
enjoyed every minute, so much so that 
he has signed up for 2017. He is now 
urging other cycling enthusiasts to 
support this very worthy charity.

journey and help raise much needed funds, so that Down 
Syndrome Ireland can continue to support essential 
services for children and adults with Down Syndrome 
throughout Leinster.
    So, if you are a keen cyclist this is your opportunity to 
spend four days cycling the roads of Leinster with Stephen 
Roche, former Tour de France and Giro d’Italia legend.
    This is a well organised event with full support crew, 
including motorbike marshals, mechanics, food and 
luggage vans over the four days. All you have to do is 
pedal and enjoy the event!
    I took on the challenge in 2016 and enjoyed every 
minute, so much that I have signed up for 2017. Come 
and join us and support Down Syndrome Ireland. This is a 
very worthy charity and one worthy of your consideration.

For more information on this 600km cycle challenge and 
to register please visit www.tourdeleinster.ie phone 
18903737 or email info@downsyndrome.ie 
If you wish to make a contribution please email Alan 
Dowley on info@agsi.ie

Stephen Roche, former Tour de France and Giro 
d’Italia legend, pictured with Alan Dowley before the 
start of last year’s Tour de Leinster.

TOUR DE LEINSTER 2017



CELEBRITY CRUISES

DUBLIN IN CELEBRITY 
CRUISE CONTROL 

FOR 2018

Leading modern luxury cruise liner Celebrity Cruises has 
recently announced that it will homeport the 2,850 

guest Celebrity Eclipse in the capital for a mini-season 
during 2018.
     The move is worth an estimated almost €6 million to 
Dublin and the surrounding area in knock-on economic 
benefits. Celebrity Cruises already features Dublin 
and other ports throughout Ireland in its European 
deployment. 
     However, this is the most significant increase in 
its investment into Ireland in the history of the global 
business. 
     Celebrity Cruises’ Signature Event sailings transport 
guests to some of the world’s most coveted sporting and 
cultural events. This French Open cruise offers VIP seats 
for the ladies’ singles final of the French Open and departs 

An estimated 14,000 people are due to 
start their cruise holiday from Dublin on 
board a Celebrity Cruises ship in 2018. 
Next April the major cruise line will 
be the first in the world to homeport 
from the capital and will offer cruises in 
Northern Europe until June 2018.

on 7 June 2018. 
     For the Dublin-based season of cruises, holidaymakers 
can choose to take advantage of a new ‘City Stay’ giving 
the option to start a holiday a little earlier and enjoy three 
nights in a luxury hotel. The package includes enriching 
fully-guided tours, and a farewell dinner to bid the Irish 
city adieu before embarking on an unforgettable holiday. 
     Jo Rzymowska, vice president and managing director 
of UK & Ireland and Asia Celebrity Cruises said: “Celebrity 
Cruises has enjoyed significant support from our travel 
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CELEBRITY CRUISES

agent partners and guests throughout Ireland for many 
years. Now we are saying thank you by basing one of the 
flagships of our fleet in Dublin for a mini season during 
early summer 2018. 
     “We know that our guests from around the world, and 
in Ireland, will love the warm welcome they receive when 
starting a holiday in Dublin. Calling Dublin home in 2018 
is a major development to our European deployment. We 
couldn’t be more excited. Thank you to Dublin Port for 
their support.”

PASSENGER NUMBERS GROW
In 2016 Dublin Port played host to over 180,000 cruise 
visitors on over 100 cruise ship calls, of which four were 
cruise ship turnarounds where the ship begins its sailing 
and guests embark. Celebrity Cruises’ confirmation of 
a mini season from Dublin in 2018 will bring significant 
growth to the port.  
     Celebrity Eclipse is one of Celebrity Cruises’ Solstice-
class of ships, the newest in its fleet, all introduced 
between 2008 and 2012. 
     In addition to luxury guest accommodation, designer 
boutiques, extensive bars and restaurants, they also 

SELECTION OF CELEBRITY CRUISE 
ITINERARIES:  
• 10-night Ireland and Iceland cruises taking in 

destinations such as Reykjavik and Akureyri in 
Iceland and Lerwick in Shetland on 30 April, 10 
May and 28 May 2018.

• Eight-night Norwegian Fjords itinerary departing 
20 May 2018.

• A Signature Event sailing on a 12-night British 
Isles and French Open cruises featuring Le Havre 
(for Paris), Liverpool, Glasgow, Belfast, Waterford, 
Cork and Guernsey, before arriving in Amsterdam 
for a return flight to Dublin.

feature a real grass lawn on the top deck. 
     With extensive awards particularly for its food and 
wine, Celebrity Cruises boasts the largest and rarest 
collection of wine at sea, plus a host of exclusive 
restaurants on-board all overseen by a Michelin-starred 
executive chef. 
     Featuring a real grass lawn on the top deck, and 
extensive array of restaurants, award-winning wine lists, 
designer boutiques and beautifully designed suites, 
Celebrity Cruises’ Solstice-class of ships receive rave 
reviews from guests. 
     Celebrity Cruises sails on every continent in the world 
and has a fleet of 12 ships. The cruise line continues to 
open up the world, offering sailings to some of the most 
dynamic ports of call from around the globe, highlighting 
new destinations and the hottest. 
     Including Dublin, and many other ports of call in 
Ireland, Celebrity Cruises’ 2018 choice of holidays will 
offer guests the choice of 282 destinations in 77 countries 
across all seven continents, 188 exciting overnights in 41 
cities and 28 double overnight stays in seven different 
ports. 

For more information visit www.celebritycruises.ie. 

CELEBRITY CRUISES
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DUBLIN PORT

www.cruisedublin.com

Cruise Dublin Partners:

Ireland’s Cruise Capital
Cruise Dublin

Please visit our website: www.cruisedublin.com 
Email: cruisedublin@dublinport.ie

Contact 01 887 6000

Dublin...Not just a destination, now home to CELEBRITY ECLIPSE 2018

MORE CRUISES LINED UP 
TO DOCK IN DUBLIN

Celebrity Eclipse and the MSC Preziosa, 
both of which are over 300m in length, 

are two of seven inaugural calls scheduled 
to arrive in Dublin Port this year. Disney 
Magic will return again this year, as will The 
Caribbean Princess, which returns for no 
less than 13 calls. 
     The outlook is positive for 2018 also. 
Celebrity Cruises is set to become the first 
major cruise line to home port in Dublin 
next year, and over 14,000 people are 
expected to begin their holiday from Dublin 
Port. 
     Celebrity Eclipse made her inaugural call 
to Dublin on 10 May where Lisa Lutoff-
Perlo, CEO and President of Celebrity 
Cruises, said: “Ireland is an amazing place 
full of wonderful people. Our guests want 
to come to Ireland. The destination is 
becoming more and more popular and in 
demand.” 
     Homeporting, where guests begin and 
end their cruises is an area that Dublin 
Port Company is keen to develop. Work is 
currently underway on the Alexandra Basin 
Redevelopment project which will provide 
new longer and deeper berths for shipping.
     This will allow larger and longer ships 
to routinely call at the port and turn within 
the expanded Alexandra Basin West and 
berth further upriver. 
     Not only will this provide an economic 
boost to the region with cruise passengers 
spending a number of days either side 
of their cruise in the capital, which is 
estimated to bring a further €600 million 
to the local economy, but it will also 
provide the domestic market with exciting 
cruise itineraries.

This year is set to be even busier for Dublin Port with 130 cruise ships, carrying over 
210,000 passengers and crew, expected to dock in the capital. This follows last year’s 
record numbers for cruising at Dublin Port as we welcomed 109 cruise ships and almost 
160,000 passengers with an estimated spend of €1.6 million.
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GPO VISITOR 
CENTRE BRINGS 
HISTORY TO LIFE
Located in the General Post Office (GPO) – one of Ireland’s most historic buildings on 
O’Connell Street – the interactive GPO Witness History Visitor Centre brings history to life. 

GPO WITNESS HISTORY

Created by An Post and managed by Shannon Heritage, 
the GPO Witness History Vistor Centre on Dublin’s 

O’Connell Street will captivate all age-groups.
    The GPO’s interactive exhibition will bring you back to 
Easter Week 1916 and beyond, as you explore the events 
that shaped the Ireland that we live in today. 

    Here you can experience the birth of modern Ireland 
through electronic touch screens, videos, sounds and 
authentic artefacts (many of which are previously unseen).     
    The centrepiece is an immersive 15 minute audio-visual 
experience, which gives a bird’s eye view of Dublin on 
Easter Week as the leaders of the Rising plot from inside 
the GPO. 
    There are many eyewitness accounts as well as personal 
stories which you can read and listen to as you gain an 
understanding of what it was like on both sides of the 
conflict. 
    For example you can compare the life of a child in inner 
city tenements to that of an affluent child during this 
time. 
    GPO Witness History Visitor Centre illustrates how The 
Rising had an impact on Ireland (north and south) and 
internationally. When you’ve experienced all the exhibition 

has to offer, take some time out to grab something 
sweet at the café. Offering a delicious selection of food 
and beverages, it’s a unique and ideal venue for lunch in 
Dublin! 
    While you discuss all you’ve learned, sit down and gaze 
out into the spectacular courtyard, which has at its heart a 
memorial to the 40 children who died during the Rising.

  For further information visit www.gpowitnesshistory.ie       
  or phone 01-8721916.

Avail of a 20% discount with your GSRMA card
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Create an 
unforgettable 
experience 
this summer 
with a 
mid-week 
getaway 
to one of 
Ireland’s most 
luxurious 
destinations. 
The ideal 
location for 
all the family, 
Lyrath Estate Hotel is set upon 170 acres of 
lush parkland and historic gardens, right on 
the doorstep of Kilkenny City. 

Boasting two delicious restaurants, chic bars, a health 
club with swimming pool complete with the award-

winning Oasis Spa, Lyrath Estate Hotel has a wide array 
of amenities, perfect for entertaining families and couples 
alike this summer.
    Along with delicious food and beverage options, and 
a cosy and relaxing setting, guests can also enjoy the 
great outdoors with a lakeside stroll through the stunning 
landscaped grounds, or make use of the resort bikes to 
explore the estate. 
    Children will love the outdoor playground, indoor 
games room with Xbox, Playstation and Wii, snooker 
room plus a 22-seater cinema. A swimming pool, fitness 
suite and award winning Oasis spa ensures Lyrath Estate 
Hotel has something suitable for all the family.
    Guests are welcomed to Lyrath with relaxed cheer and 
the hospitality of the staff is renowned throughout the 
marble city, making every moment at Lyrath Estate Hotel a 
truly memorable one this summer. 

Summer Getaway Package – priced from only €279 per 
adult – includes:
• Two nights’ bed and full Irish breakfast for ALL the 

family. 
• One evening meal for ALL the family.
• FREE morning and evening Reilly’s Fun Club for the 

children.

LYRATH ESTATE HOTEL 

BREAK AWAY THIS 
SUMMER TO THE LYRATH

• Two children (aged 4-12 years) go FREE, sharing with 
adults.

• Family pass to Medieval Mile Museum. 
• On-site visits to Nore Valley Pet Farm, the National 

Reptile Zoo and many more.

Featuring 139 spaciously appointed air-conditioned 
bedrooms, Lyrath Estate Hotel fuses stunning 
contemporary hotel design with the elegance of its 
original 17th century Manor House, meeting and 
exceeding everything you would expect from a leading 
hotel, while Lyrath’s Kilkenny Convention Centre offers 
state-of–the-art facilities for up to 1,500 delegates.
    With a host of amenities on offer, whether it’s a spa 
break with friends, a romantic weekend away, a meeting 
or conference or to celebrate a special occasion, Lyrath 
Estate Hotel offers a truly memorable experience for all 
our guests.

For reservations visit www.lyrath.com 
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SHORT STORY COMPETITION

COLLEGE ROMANCE
By Brian J. Kealy, Limerick City Branch, third 

place winner in the GSRMA’s inaugural 
Short Story Competition 2016.

40  Síocháin 

Matt was far, far away when his phone sounded, 
again. Had he hit snooze button already? What 

time was it anyway?
    His head hurt, he closed his eyes for a moment. 
Christ!! What time was it? He looked at his phone again 
and saw that it was already 07:50, Jesus, he’d be late 
– he’d already got a bollocking from his skipper about 
timekeeping and he really didn’t need another one – that 
had been made clear to him already.
    He jumped out of bed and realised why his head hurt, 
that empty Johnnie Walker bottle on the floor beside his 
bed told him that.
    He hit the shower deciding he didn’t need a shave, 
saved the ten minutes, into the car and shot off down the 
road. Traffic didn’t help but he made it to the station with 
four minutes to spare. He glanced at his phone, saw that 
he had missed two calls from Ciara – what the hell did 
she want now?
    Into the locker room and into his uniform, noticed from 
the slightly stale smell that his shirt was passed it’s sell by 
date and hoped the skipper wouldn’t notice. He got to 
the parade room and tried to slip in quietly, was lucky that 
the skipper was busy and didn’t notice him. He nodded 
to some of the others and settled in for the briefing. He 
knew that he had to ring Ciara back, she’d only get more 
pissed off if he appeared to ignore her.
    He wondered, not for the first time, how the heck it 
came to this at all? All their plans, hopes, enthusiasm 
– they’d begun in the College and despite all his mates 
telling him that College romances never last, they got 
married after two years.
    It was all planned, study together, sit the exam together 
and both get promoted together but then baby Colm 
(named after her daddy of course) came on board before 
they had a chance to catch their breath.
    OK, that meant an adjustment, he dutifully went to 
work and Ciara took advantage of her maternity leave to 
study for the Skipper’s. How did she manage Colm, the 
breast feeding, the nappies, the cooking and cleaning, he 
had to admit, hated to admit that she was capable alright.
    However, that brought him to the fact that it was 
10.10 and he hadn’t rung Ciara back – was he stupid or 
what? She could be a real hard ass when she thought he 
was ignoring her.
    He was on a break then so with a mental sigh, he 
picked his mobile and dialled her number.

No reply, no, he didn’t want to leave a message, damn, 
she rang him didn’t she? Just then, wondering if he 
should try again, he got a radio call – his skipper wanted 
him back to the station, now.
    When he got in, he went to see the skipper and it was 
exactly what he thought; where is the McDonough file? 
It was supposed to be in last week and it was already 
five month old. Then things took on their usual dance 
sequence, he tried to pretend that he had things in hand 
and was just waiting for the results of the forensics and 
when he got them he would put in the file.
    That got him exactly nowhere with Phyllis, his skipper. 
“I checked with the Exhibits Officer and he gave you 
those forensic reports and his statement over a month 
ago” she said.
    Oh, it took off from there. Same again, late files, 
late timekeeping, slovenly appearance, poor working 
relationships, lack of engagement (what the heck was 
‘lack of engagement’?).
    She was a newly appointed Sergeant, so he guessed 
that this was some fancy Templemore bull that they 
learned.
    Even Ciara talked like that sometimes now – oh shit! 
He was supposed to ring her back – if only the bloody 
skipper would let him go but no, he had to suffer on 
with another ten minutes of this – then it came, written 
warning, copy to the Supt., appointment to be made with 
the Supt. to discuss his ‘performance’, ‘dereliction of duty’ 
figured somewhere in the one sided conversation.
    That was the end of his hopes for this years Sergeant’s 
Interviews – not that he expected to do any better than 
last year – never even got out of the Division – seven years 
trying.
    Not like Ciara, exam done while on maternity leave, 
flew the first Regional interview, did the national and then 
guess what? Made it onto the Sergeant’s List, first time – 
wow, amazing NOT!
    Once again, he began thinking of what had happened, 
not for the first time he pondered over where it went tits 
up for them, well for him really, she’s gold all the way, as 
you’d expect, even had the bloody Inspectors done and 
had had her first interview didn’t make it first go, but give 
it a year or two and she’d be there, no doubt.
    He finally got away from the skipper’s office and went 
to the hall to ring Ciara, it rang out a few times, but he 
kept trying. Got her, at least. Yeah, what do you want 
now? Crap, hadn’t meant for it to come out like that, 
she had that ability to really cheese him off at times, even 
when she didn’t know she was doing it.
    It was her solicitor, narking on about not getting his 
statement of means – looked for it about three months 
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Adjudicators John McCourt and Colin Teevan pictured with Limerick City 
Branch member Brian Kealy (third right) – third place winner, in the 2016 
Short Story Competition – and GSRMA President Matt Cosgrave at the 
presentation of prizes in Dublin’s Skylon Hotel on 18 November 2016. (Pic: 
Aidan Crawley)

back – Matt had been putting it off, 
again.
    Ciara was all sweetness – funny 
how she sounded like she actually 
was on his side but then again, he 
also knew the other side of her, just 
like her frigging dad.
    He vaguely blamed his solicitor 
for not sending it on – thought 
truth be told, he hadn’t seen or 
replied to his solicitor in months 
and promised Ciara he would get 
onto it straight away.
    When she thanked him and 
hung up, it dawned on him that 
he hadn’t even asked about Colm, 
his birthday was a week away and 
nothing said about him attending 
or coming up to see him – Christ, 
what had he become?
    Then the old bitterness washed 
over him again and he thought of 
Ciara being excited and overjoyed 
at her promotion – like it was a 
surprise – yeah.
    Naturally she was transferred, couldn’t have his wife, as 
a skipper working in the same district.
    Just as naturally, she didn’t get sent far, could commute 
most days, but with the quick swing shift, she sometimes 
had to stay over – when this happened, he, not she, had 
to make the changes to mind Colm. He did win some 
brownie points but after six months of this, he felt that he 
was being taken for granted – she stayed over more and 
more for work related issues – had been moved into the 
Drug Section, plain clothes and irregular hours and then 
the short notice for him to mind Colm.
    At first, she was full of chat about her new station, the 
people she had to work with, the unit she supervised, 
and the characters she met. Then, she started sharing less 
and less with him about her new work. Was it jealousy on 
his part, lack of interest or was he fed up with being very 
much the junior partner in his marriage? Maybe if he was 
being honest, a bit of all three.
    He used to pick up her phone and make calls if it was 
closer or his own was out of battery, he’d get a cheery 
‘you answer it for me’ if she was with Colm, they had that 
easy familiarity with each other but it soured sometime 
about the time of her promotion and move to the nearby 
city and then into the Drug Section.
    Then it came to a head, he challenged her about the 
extra hours she was working and her not seeing Colm 
and leaving him to do all the fetching and carrying. She 
was, at first, apologetic and promised him that she’d 
get a transfer back to somewhere easier and quieter and 
they’d get back to more regular sharing and spend time 
with each other – she’d get the transfer at the drop of a 

hat alright, if she sought it.
    He began seeing that she kept her phone on her at all 
times, he wasn’t privy to her calls any more – she said it 
was only work. When, several months later, he raised a 
row about their work arrangements, she was no longer 
apologetic and even came out fighting saying that she 
needed to do this as part of her CV building and why 
couldn’t he just support her for once? That was bloody 
rich.
    The break came when he and Willie, his (only?) mate 
on the unit pulled in a dealer with a bag of ‘candy’. They 
were unsure of whether to play the drug dealer or just 
seize all his gear and charge him – then Willie suggested 
that he ring his missus in the city, sure wasn’t she a D/S in 
the drug squad, she’d know what to do.
    Matt, reluctantly, agreed and then tried her phone 
several time, getting no answer. He told Willie that he 
couldn’t get her and then went down to chat the prisoner 
again.
    When he came back, Willie told him that it was sorted; 
there were two Drug Squad lads on their way out to 
‘assist’. Matt wondered how Willie had arranged this and 
Willie said he had rung Ciara on her official mobile and 
got her straight away.
    Jesus, Ciara never even told him she had been given an     
official mobile or even hinted that she had one. Trying to 
cover up his embarrassment with Willie, he left the Day 
Room.
    When she got home the next morning, he let her sleep 
while he replayed all the distance that was now between 
them.



    Colm was now seven years old and going to school 
in the city, his in laws were back living in the city and 
they collected Colm and kept him, sometimes overnight 
after Ciara dropped him into school on her way to 
work in the mornings – he was not even in that loop 
anymore. When Ciara got up, he said he needed to talk 
to her that, this couldn’t go on any longer, and they 
had to sort something out. Ciara was a bit edgy and 
pleading her need to get to work, she turned to him 
at the front door and agreed that yes, they did need to 
sort something out, that they’d talk later that evening.
    He headed off to work himself shortly afterwards 
thinking, amongst the usual thoughts of what shit 
would be waiting for him in the station now, that Ciara 
and himself would get things sorted at last.
    He was ready for a row when he got back to the 
house ten hours later but no Ciara. He got himself a 
glass of his Johnnie Walker – it was only one glass for 
God’s sake. That was another thing she was nagging 

on at him for, his drinking when he was supposed to 
collect Colm.
    He then got a call saying she had to work late and 
that she would stay with her parents in the city and that 
she would see him sometime tomorrow – she rang off 
when he began shouting at her. He grabbed the near 
empty bottle of Johnnie Walker and angrily poured the 
last of it into his glass – that surprised him, the bottle 
shouldn’t have been empty so quickly, should it?
    It broke apart the next day, an emotional call on his 
mobile to say that Colm and she would be staying with 
her parents for the time being and that it may be better 
if they had some time away from each other. That was 
the start of it, downhill all the way from there.
    Now, living out of a bedsit, his life in tatters, his 
career non existent, with no wife (separation slowly 
grinding it’s way forward – bloody solicitors), limited 
access to his son, he wondered again at the wisdom of 
having married the Chief’s daughter.
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POLICE FATALITY

John Mills (1865-1917) was one of a family of six 
children of Elias Mills (1828-1893) and Mary Rea 

(1836-1892 of Dysart, Slanemore which is situated some 
8 miles from Mullingar in Co Westmeath. His father Elias 
and Grandfather, Ralph (1795-1876) (Ardagh) were both 
farmers. 
    The family had a very strong connection with the Royal 
Irish Constabulary as his elder brother was Sergeant Ralph 
Mills, RIC 46632, (b 1862) while his younger brother was 
Sergeant Stephen Mills, RIC 55009, (b 1872).
    His two sisters Maria (b 1859) and Annie Jane (b 
1874) both married RIC men; Maria to Sergeant Thomas 
Denniston, RIC 24619 (son of Constable Thomas 
Denniston, RIC 1246) of Clontymullin and Annie to 
Sergeant Samuel Bateman, RIC 55669 of Desertserges, 
near Clonakilty, Co Cork. His maternal first cousin was 
Sergeant George Foster, RIC 52935. His other younger 
brother Henry (b 1868) remained on the family farm at 
Slanemore.
    John Mills was baptised into the Church of Ireland at 
Leney Parish Church which was then the family Church at 
Bun Brosna, near Wilsons Hospital School, Multyfarnham. 
The Baptismal registration date was 8 January 1866 but 
his date of birth is not recorded. He was actually born on 
16 November 1865.

PROMOTION UP THE RANKS
He joined the Dublin Metropolitan Police in 1886 as a 
constable in the “B” Division and subsequently in the 
‘A’, ‘C’ and ‘D’ Divisions. On 18 October 1901 he was 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant and on 6 March 1908 
he was made Station Sergeant. On 1 February 1916 he 
was appointed Inspector of the ‘C’ Division, aged 50 
years, based at Store Street Station. 
    According to newspaper reports, “his promotion was 
the reward of zealous and efficient performance of his 

duty and gave general 
satisfaction to the men 
and officers of the 
force, who recognised 
in him an unselfish 
and devoted comrade, 
and one who, even in 
the trying experience 
which so often befall 
the men of the force, 
could acquit himself 
with dignity and self-
restraint”.
    Being a policeman 
in Ireland during and 
after the 1916 Rebellion 
was not easy. On the 
one hand they were 
expected to maintain 
law and order in their 
Districts but on the 
other hand, political 
opinion was increasingly against them as they were seen 
as the tools of an unpopular Government ruled from 
England. 
    The 1916 Easter Rising, while not receiving universal 
support from all of the people, nevertheless was the 
catalyst which caused many people to rebel against the
ruling authority, especially after the execution of rebellion 
leaders in 1916. 

MURDER OF INSPECTOR MILLS
On 10 June 1917, Cathal Brugha (1874-1922) and Count 
George Noble Plunkett (1851-1948) led a group of 
around 2,000 Sinn Féin supporters into Beresford Place, 
outside the burned-out shell of Liberty Hall, Dublin for 

THE MURDER OF 
INSPECTOR JOHN 

MILLS
DMP Inspector John Mills became the first police fatality since the Easter Rising after he was 
struck with a hurley by a member of Na Fianna Éireann outside the burnt-out shell of Liberty 
Hall on 10 June 1917. Jim Herlihy, Cork City Branch, outlines the hostilities in the city centre 
leading up to the incident, and events in the aftermath of the his death.

DMP Inspector John Mills 
(1865-1917) became the 
first police fatality since the 
Easter Rising. 
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POLICE FATALITY

This photograph shows the protest meeting at 
Beresford Place, with DMP Inspector John Mills being 
moved to a Dublin Corporation ambulance stretcher 
on 10 June 1917.

a meeting called to protest against the detention and 
treatment of Easter Rising volunteers in Lewes Jail in East 
Essex, England.
    As Cathal Brugha began to address the crowd, DMP 
Inspector John Mills and a detail of officers approached 
and declared that the meeting had been proclaimed illegal 
by the military. 
    Brugha and Plunkett ignored the order and scuffles 
broke out. The police arrested the two speakers. As Mills 
was escorting Brugha and Plunket to nearby Store Street 
Police Station, sections of the crowd tried to break the 
men free. In the struggle, Inspector Mills was hit over 
the head from behind by a youth brandishing a hurley, 
knocking him to the ground. 
    This one blow proved fatal and he later died in the early 
hours of 11 June 1917 from his wounds in Jervis Street 
hospital. Inspector Mills assailant made good his escape 
through the large crowd. His escape was covered by a 
companion with an automatic to keep the police at a safe 
distance; one policeman who was gaining on them in 
Abbey Street would have been shot only that he fell at the 
sight of the gun and it jammed.

CITY CORONER’S INQUEST
On Tuesday 12 June 1917 the city coroner, Dr Louis Byrne 
held an inquest at Jervis Street Hospital, Dublin on the 
remains of Inspector John Mills. The Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
Alderman Laurence O’Neill occupied a seat beside the 
coroner.
    Sgt Edmund O’Connell (11C) gave the first account of 
the disturbance in Beresford Place on Sunday evening. 
About 7.30pm, Count Plunkett and Cathal Burgess, with 
a crowd of some 3000, came over Butt Bridge and into 
Beresford Place, opposite Liberty Hall. 
    Burgess stood upon the side of a car, and, addressing 
the crowd, said, “Fellow- citizens, the British Government 
are afraid to release the Irish prisoners at Lewes”. 
Inspector Mills said to him: “You cannot hold a meeting 
here, as it is proclaimed.” 
    Burgess persisted, and refused to get off the car. The 
Inspector and the witness then caught hold of him and 
took him off the car, and Mills and a few constables 
arrested him. Count Plunkett next stood upon the other 
side of the car and began to address the people; but, 
owing to hissing and cheering, his words were unheard by 
the Sergeant. 
    The Sergeant ordered the Count to come down, and 
was asked by him to produce a warrant. He took him off 
the car, and, as the Count resisted, Sgt Higgins came to 
the witness’s aid, and the two of them arrested him. 
    The crowd was now very hostile, stones were freely 
thrown, and hurleys were waved, and, the witness was 
kicked on the legs. Some members of the crowd shouted: 
“Let him go” and attempted to rescue Count Plunkett. 
    But the Sergeants brought him within 20 yards of Store 
Street Station, where one John Green, aged 18, rushed in 

front with a dagger in his hand and shouted: “I’ll strike 
you Sergeant!”  Green was arrested by Constable Collins 
(159C), who caught his arm when he was within striking 
distance of the witness.
    Sgt O’Connell, said that the meeting had been 
proclaimed, but that he did not see any military in the 
Custom House Square. Having arrested Burgess, Inspector 
Mills stayed a short time at the side of the car. He then 
went towards Store Street, being just behind the escort. 

WITNESS ACCOUNTS 
When he had gone about 30 yards he was struck, but the 
witness did not see that blow. Sgt Michael Higgins (25C) 
said that on Sunday evening he saw two girls distributing 
leaflets in Beresford Place. 
    He asked for one, but was refused.  But he saw the 
heading, which was “Strike in Lewes Jail”. He afterwards 
went to the assistance of Sgt O’Connell, who was 
arresting a man whom the witness ascertained later was 
Count Plunkett. 
    On the way to the police station some of the crowd 
shouted, “There’s a man killed!” The party could see him 
in front lying on the ground. As they got nearer, they saw 
that it was the Inspector. When Count Plunkett heard the 
shout he said, “Who is that poor fellow on the ground?” 
and he seemed to go very quickly until they had just 
passed the body.
    Dr Daly, of Jervis Street Hospital, who examined Mr 
Mills’s body at the post-mortem, described the extensive 
injury to the skull, and said that death was due to shock 
and haemorrhage following fracture. There had been no 
hope from the first. It was possible that a blow with a 
hurley would have caused the injury.
    Constable John J. Dooley (164C) described the attack 
on Mr Mills. Answering Mr Burne, he said that he was 
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assisting to arrest Count Plunkett at the time.  Inspector 
Mills had his hand on Burgess’s left arm, and was under 
the railway arch, opposite Lower Abbey Street.  
    There had not been any overt act to release his prisoner 
up to then. The crowd closed on Sergeant O’Connell, 
and some of them raised their feet to kick him.  The man 
who used the hurley came up quickly from the direction 
of Abbey Street.  He rushed through the crowd around 
Inspector Mills. 
    The witness saw the hurley in the man’s two hands 
before he struck the blow; then he heard the crash, and 
saw the hurley drawn from the Inspector’s head in the 
man’s two hands. He ran after the man into Abbey Street 
and about 50 yards up the street caught him by the neck, 
having never lost sight of him from the time that he had 
struck Mr Mills. 

THE CAUSE OF DEATH
He was then struck himself on the back of the head, and 
was knocked to his knees. So, his hold relinquished, the 
crowd closed on him, and the prisoner escaped in the 
direction of Lower Sackville Street. As soon as the man 
was at some distance, he drew a revolver and pointed it at 
the witness.
    Dr William Stoker deposed that he was called on 
Sunday evening to see Inspector Mills in Jervis Street 
Hospital. He found him unconscious and blood issuing 
from his left ear. 
    The only external injury was a contusion about three 
quarters of an inch long from above downwards and half 
an inch in the horizontal direction. About three inches 
behind, and, on a level with the top of the left ear, there 
was a swelling due to extravasation of blood. 
    He operated, and found a comminuted fracture of the 
skull, and some fragments which were depressed, and 
also some linear fractures across the head. A very violent 
blow of a hard, but not a sharp projection would be 
needed to produce these injuries. Inspector Mills’s case 
was from the first hopeless. In the witness’s opinion the 
cause of his death was shock.
    Constable Roger Murphy (203C) said that when Count 
Plunkett got up on the side of the car he raised his hand 
above his head as though to stop the people cheering and 
shouting. 
    As Mr Mills and Constable 107C were bringing Brugha 
to Store Street Police Station, the witness and another 
Constable were instructed to keep the crowd back.  He 
saw a man strike Inspector Mills on the side of the head 
and run through the crowd, which apparently opened to 
let him get away. 
    When he attempted to follow the man he was 
obstructed by the crowd, and he drew his baton to make 
a way for himself. He saw 164 follow the man along 
Abbey Street. The man dropped his hurley, and Detective 
Sergeant Patrick Smyth, DMP 9816, of the ‘G’ Division, 
picked it up.

EVIDENCE REVIEWED
Supt William Patrick Bannon, DMP 9409, gave evidence 
of having detailed a party of police in Store Street Station 
at 7.15pm on Sunday. He left the station at 7.30pm. He 
heard members of the crowd booing and hissing, and saw 
some waving hurleys and Republican flags.
    He took charge of the police, drew them quickly in line 
across the street in rear of the party who were conveying 
the prisoners to Store Street, and forced the greater part 
of the crowd back to Eden Quay and over Butt Bridge. 
He heard a shout “The Inspector is killed!” He ran up 
and found Inspector Mills lying face downwards. He 
telephoned for the ambulance, and had him removed to 
Jervis Street Hospital.
    The Coroner said that their enquiry that day was into 
the death of Inspector John Mills. Having reviewed the 
evidence, he said he did not think there could be any 
doubt that the man who struck that blow had caused the 
death of Inspector Mills. 
    He suggested to the jury that, having heard the doctor’s 
statement, they should find that Inspector John Mills 
died on the 11th inst. in Jervis Street Hospital from shock 
and haemorrhage, following a fracture of the base of 
the skull, the said injury having been caused by the blow 
of a hurley given by a man unknown. The jury, having 
consulted a while in private, took the suggested course.

FUNERAL TO MOUNT JEROME
The funeral of Inspector Mills took place on Wednesday 
13 June 1917 to Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin, when 
there was a very large attendance of members of the DMP 
and citizens of every class and creed.
    The Chief Commissioner, DMP, Lieutenant Colonel, Sir 
Walter Edgeworth-Johnstone, CB was present and Henry 
Donati Tyacke, Assistant Inspector General represented 
the Royal Irish Constabulary. Colonel MA Tighe, Royal 
Irish Fusiliers, was also present, representing the military 
authorities.
    The DMP was the first force to suffer and indeed the 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL CEREMONY
To commemorate the 
centenary of the death 
of DMP Inspector 
John Mills, the HARP 
Society will perform an 
inter-denominational 
wreath-laying ceremony 
at his graveside in 
Dublin’s Mount Jerome 
Cemetery on Saturday 
10 June at 2pm. Details 
of the ceremony will be displayed on the HARP 
Society website www.irish-police.com
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The Dublin 
Metropolitan Police 
(DMP) was the first 
force to suffer and 
indeed the death 
of Inspector Mills 
was the first police 
casualty. 

The renovated grave of 
DMP Inspector John Mills at 
Mount Jerome Cemetery, 
Dublin.

death of Inspector 
Mills was the first 
police casualty, some 
15 months after the 
mayhem of the Rising. 
He was the last police 
casualty before the 
start of the War of 
Independence in 
1919.
    In 1896 John Mills 
married Margaret 
Holman (1864-
19/1/1943), daughter 
of John Holman 
(1828-14/3/1906), 
coachman and 
Ellen Hewitt (1833-
11/3/1913), Mount 
Juliet, Thomastown, 
Co. Kilkenny. His 
sister-in-law, Annie 
Holman (b. 1868) 
married Sgt Samuel 
May, RIC 52978. 
    John and Margaret 
Mills lived at 37, 
Peter’s Road, Dublin 

and they had three children, Florence Mary (13/1/1898-
31/7/1941; Ralph John (25/7/1902-28/1/1882) and Hilda 
Annie (5/9/1904-6/5/1943). 
    His wife and two daughters are buried with him in 
Mount Jerome Cemetery in Dublin. Margaret died in 
January 1943, aged 77 years, Florence in August 1941, 
aged 43 years and Hilda in May 1943, aged 38 years. His 
son Ralph John Mills who died on 28 January 1982, aged 
80 years, is buried in Wrexham. He was married twice but 
had no family. The two girls were single.  
    Compensation of £8,000 and costs awarded by the 
Recorder at Green Street Courthouse on 28 January 1919 
to Margaret Mills, widow.

ASSAILANT IDENTIFIED
A number of witness statements made by Seamus 
Pounch, Maeve Cavanagh (Irish Citizen Army); Rose 
McNamara (Cumann Na mBan); Dulcibella Barton; Aine 
Ceannt, widow of Eamon Ceannt (Sinn Fein and Cumann 
Na mBan); Gary Holohan; Seamus Reader (IRB & Sinn 
Fein, Glasgow) to the Bureau of Military History identify 
the person as ‘Eamon’ Edward Joseph Murray who struck 
the fatal blow with a hurley which ended the life of DMP 
Inspector John Mills on 10 June 1917.
    The admission to the murder of Inspector John Mills 
came from Edward Joseph Murray in his 1933 application 
for a military service pension in respect of his service with 
Fianna Éireann and the IRA for entire periods and parts of 

periods between 1 April 1916 
and 30 September 1923. 
    In his application he stated 
he joined Fianna Éireann in 
Dublin in 1911; he was living 
at Countess Markievicz’s 
house and did confidential 
work for herself and James 
Connolly. He reported to James 
Connolly on Easter Sunday and 
remained in Liberty Hall all day, 
and reported to Liberty Hall 
again the following day. He 
followed some volunteers and 
took part in the attack on the 
Magazine Fort and rejoined the 
garrison in Jameson Distillery, 
Marrowbone Lane until the 
surrender. 
    He was arrested and got 
out from Richmond Barracks after one month. He further 
stated that he killed a man (Inspector Mills) during a 
demonstration at Beresford Place in July 1917 and that 
he had to leave the country, going firstly to Liverpool and 
then to New York, where he got in touch with Mellows 
and Harry Boland. 
    Between 1919 and 1920 he claimed he was working 
on boats from New York, calling at Dublin, Belfast and 
Cobh and brought arms and ammunition. Delivered 
some material to Jack Dunne, Jimmy Fitzgerald and Sean 
McMahon. 
    He claimed he was acting under instructions from 
Mellows, Boland and Magee. He returned to Ireland in 
January 1922, and helped Eamon Donnelly in organising 
work for elections and went to the Minerva Hotel, Parnell 
Square and moved to Barry’s Hotel.
    He was arrested on Hill Street and interned in 
Newbridge from December 1922 to December 1923 after 
taking part in a hunger strike. 

GARDA CAREER OF ASSAILANT
Edward Joseph Murray was born on 24 July 1897 at 40, 
Cornmarket Street, Dublin, the son of Charles Murray 
(b.1867), a blacksmith and Mary Kinsella. He had three 
brothers, Christopher (b.1900), Francis William (b.1901) & 
Albert (b.1903). 
    The Murray family resided at Dean Street, Dublin 
in 1901 & the Coome, Wood Quay in 1911. What is 
extraordinary about the pension application is that it is 
made on Garda Síochána headed notepaper as Edward 
Joseph Murray had become a member of An Garda 
Síochána on 5 October 1933 and was allocated Garda 
Registered Number 8453. 
    He was appointed to Dublin Castle on 14 October 
1933, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick on 1 November 
1934, Longford on 1 February 1935, Garda Headquarters 
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on 1 March 1935 and Glynn, Graiguenamanagh, Co. 
Kilkenny on 1 November 1935. He was transferred to the 
Garda Hospital, Garda Headquarters in the Phoenix Park 
in 1944.
    Found to be unsound mind, he became a patient of 
Grangegorman Mental Hospital on 4 February 1944. A 
letter dated 25 
August 1944 
(issued from 
the Office of 
the General 
Solicitor for 
Wards of Court, 
16 Molesworth 
Street, and 
signed by Patrick 
J. Ruttledge, 
Solicitor, 
addressed to the 
Department of 
Defence) indicates 
that a petition 
had been ordered 
by the Registrar of 
Wards of Court to 
take the claimant’s 
affairs under the 
care of the Court. 
    Edward Joseph 
Murray died, aged 
86 years, in St Ita’s 
Mental Hospital, 
Portrane on 19 
January 1984 and 
he was buried 
in Donabate 
Cemetery, Co. 
Dublin on 23 
January 1984, in 
Section B, Grave 
114.

ABOUT THE 
AUTHOR
*Ex-Garda Jim 
Herlihy is an Irish 
Police Historian 
and PRO of 
the Historical & 
Reconciliatory 
Police Society 
(HARP), which 
was founded in 
2013 by retired 
Garda Sgt Pat 
McCarty and 

retired Garda Inspector Gerry Lovett. The society hosts 
an annual inter-denominal service in Mount Argus 
Church, Dublin, to commemorate members of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police, the Royal Irish Constabulary and its 
predecessor police forces who were killed in the line of 
duty.
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At Kirby, we understand that the 
key to our success is our people and 
we continually empower them to be 
the very best. 

Our Our graduate and apprenticeship 
programmes foster talent, allowing 
you to unleash your capabilities and 
develop a professional career.

BUILD YOUR CAREER 
WITH THE BEST

www.kirbygroup.com/careers
LEARN MORE AT:

UNLEASH YOUR CAPABILITIES...
work with the best, on the best

KIRBY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER
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ONE-STOP SHOP 
FOR SENIOR 

CITIZENS

As a retiree you have several allowances and 
entitlements available to you and the Senior Citizen: 

The Essential Guidebook by Home Instead Senior Care, 
provides a comprehensive overview of support, available 
to retired Garda members who are 65 years of age and 
older. 
• State Pension (Contributory) is paid to people from 

the age of 66 who have enough Irish social insurance 
contributions. It is not means-tested. You can 
have other income and still receive a State Pension 
(Contributory). This is taxable; you are unlikely to pay 
tax if it is your only income.

• The State Pension (Non-Contributory) is a means-
test payment for people aged 66 or over who do 
not qualify for a State Pension (Contributory). This 
pension is taxable but you are unlikely to pay tax if it 
is your only income.

• Widow, Widower’s or Surviving Partner’s 
(Contributory) Pension is a weekly payment to the 
husband, wife or civil partner of a deceased person. 
Either you or your deceased spouse or civil partner 
must have enough social insurance contributions 
(PRSI). To qualify you must be a widow, widower or 
surviving civil partner, and you must not be cohabiting 
with another person. The pension is payable 
regardless of other income.

• The Centenarian Bounty is a national award made 
by the Irish president to people who have reached 
100 years of age. You will receive €2,540 and a 
congratulatory letter signed by the President on your 
100th birthday. You will also get a commemorative 
coin and a congratulatory letter from the President on 

your 101st and subsequent birthdays.
• Free Travel in Ireland: Everyone aged 66 and over 

living permanently in Ireland is entitled to travel free 
of charge on public transport. Free travel is available 
on State public transport (bus, rail and Dublin’s Luas 
service), with some exceptions. You can also avail 
of free travel on all bus and rail services using the 
Senior Smartpass Card. The All Ireland Free Travel 
Scheme allows a Free Travel cardholder (those aged 
66 and older) to travel free of charge on all bus and 
rail services within Northern Ireland using a Senior 
Smartpass card. LoCall 1890 500 500 to apply for a 
Senior Smartpass Card.

• Social Welfare Payments and Living on a 
Specified Island: If you’re getting a certain social 
welfare payment and living on a specified island off 
the coast of Ireland you can receive an increase in 
your social welfare payment. People living on islands 
can face extra expenses travelling to the mainland in 
order to avail of services. The purpose of the increase 
is to compensate for the additional costs of living on 
an island off the coast of Ireland.

• Household Benefits Package is a package of 
allowances which help you with the costs of running 
your household. The package is available to people 
aged over 70 and to people under age 70 in certain 
circumstances. You must be living in the State. 
Only one person in a household can qualify for the 
package at any time. If you are renting your home, 
your landlord must provide written confirmation that 
you are a tenant and confirm that you are paying 
your own energy bills.

• Rent Supplement is paid to people living in private 
rented accommodation who cannot provide for the 
cost of the accommodation from their own resources. 
In general you will qualify for rent supplement if 
your only income is a social welfare payment and 
you satisfy other conditions. For more information, 
contact the Community Welfare Office or LoCall the 
Citizens Information Centre on 1890 777 121. 

Over the last eight years, Home Instead 
Senior Care has published ‘Senior Citizen: 
The Essential Guidebook’, which serves 
as a trusted one-stop-shop for ageing 
information in Ireland. 

ALLOWANCES & ENTITLEMENTS
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• Community Welfare Officers 
(CWOs) are available through local 
social welfare centres. If you’re 
faced with an unexpected once-off 
or emergency financial need, your 
CWO will assess and advise if you 
are eligible for financial assistance. 
Eligibility and entitlements vary 
depending on circumstances and 
the nature of the need. Call into 
your local Social Welfare office for 
more information.

• Dental Treatment Services 
Scheme (DTSS) provides access 
to dental treatment for adult 
medical card holders. Medical 
card holders are entitled to a free 
dental examination and two fillings 
in each calendar year as well as 
any extractions that are required. 
Free emergency dental treatment 
for relief of pain and sepsis is 
also available. If you don’t have 
a medical card and have to pay 
for dental services from a private 
practitioner, you may be eligible 
to claim tax relief. For further 
information on claiming tax relief, 
contact the Treatment Benefit 
Section at the Department of Social 
Protection on 1890 400 400.

HOME CARE TAX RELIEF 
Unlike many countries, the Irish 
Government has also made tax 
relief available on home care fees 
to help more people remain living 
independently at home for longer than 
otherwise possible. 
    Tax relief can be claimed by the 
bill payer at their marginal rate of tax 
(either 20% or 40%); simply complete 
a form called the HKI ‘Claim for an Allowance for 
an Employing a Carer’. The completed form is then 
sent to the inspector of taxes in your local area and 
you can then claim tax relief on home care fees at the 
end of the year or monthly through your pay. 
    An option for retirees who are not working or 
paying tax is to receive this cash back through other 
members of your family up to a total of €75,000 at 
their marginal rate of tax. 
    For example, if you’re in receipt of home care, you 
simply put the bill for your care in someone else’s 
name (i.e. your brother or son), and they then claim 
the cash back through their salary. 

ALLOWANCES & ENTITLEMENTS

The guidebook is a one-stop-shop for ageing information in Ireland. 

CASE STUDY: Tax Relief on Home Care Fees
Jim is an older person living in Waterford and receives in-
home care services. He initially received a morning service 
where a Home Instead CAREGiver would call to the shop, 
collect the newspaper and drop it off to Jim. 
    Jim would read the newspaper in bed while his CAREGiver 
would fix breakfast and then light the fire. Jim would enjoy 
his breakfast and spend some time chatting with Louise, the 
professional CAREGiver and she would do a quick tidy of the 
house. 
    By the time Louise left, Jim would also receive help 
freshening up and getting dressed for the day. All of this 
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was completed in one hour and Jim 
availed of this morning support from 
Monday – Friday. 
    After applying the income tax relief 
of 40%, this service cost €13.50 
per day and €67.50 for the five-
day period. Please note clients must 
be totally incapacitated for the tax 
year in which you are claiming tax 
relief. The term ‘totally incapacitated’ 
means a person is disabled and 
requires a carer.

TAILORED CARE SERVICE
Every client and CAREGiver is unique 
and the care service provided is 
tailored to the individual’s preferences 
and needs. What takes one person 
an hour may take another individual 
more or less time. 
    Other individuals may want 
specific help at other times of 
the day, or more hours of care 
depending on their needs whether it 
is companionship or specialised home 
care services. 
    Home care is a very personal and 
intimate type of care. A professional 
CAREGiver in the home will deliver 
one-on-one care and will provide 
care that matches the needs of the 
individual. 
    There is no waiting for help with 
activities of daily living that does 
happen in an institutionalised care 
setting. A professional CAREGiver 
spends quality time with the person 
and is readily available. Staying 
close to memories and familiar 
surroundings can make ageing a 
much more calming, soothing process 
- something everyone agrees with. 

Other benefits of home care: 
• Home care is delivered at home.
• The person receives personalised, 

one-on-one care.
• Home care encourages older 

people to maintain their 
independence.

• Home care is the first choice 
of seniors — very few people 
choose to be placed in a nursing 
home unless it’s the only place 
they can receive the care needed.

• Home care is often less expensive 

ABOUT HOME INSTEAD SENIOR CARE
Home Instead Senior Care employs over 4,500 professional 
CAREGivers, who to date have delivered over one million hours of 
care to more than 4,000 people nationwide. It was the first home care 
organisation in Ireland to be a preferred provider for the HSE and the 
first to have a contract with them for the provision of enhanced home 
care services. 
    It is also ISO 9001:2008 Healthmark approved – this is a globally 
recognised standard to let families know the organisation adheres to 
the highest of standards. 
    The organisation is considered an employer of choice and is 
actively recruiting and training individuals interested in working in 
the care sector. If you have a special way of taking care of others or 
have experience in being a family caregiver get in touch with your 
local Home Instead Senior Care office on 1890 930 013 or info@
homeinstead.ie. 
    This is your opportunity to share your unique talents and skills to 
help other people stay independent and live at home for longer than 
otherwise possible. 

Home Instead’s professional care givers enjoy the following benefits: 
• Locally owned and operated offices: Each Home Instead Senior 

Care office is locally owned and operated, you are working for 
a company based in your area, a company that understands the 
needs of your community, a company that may employ your 
family, friends, and neighbours and a company that serves your 
family, friends and neighbours.

• On-going, world-class training: Every professional CAREGiver with 
Home Instead is offered a comprehensive, multi-phased training 
programme to help you handle any unique situation. Offices 
also offer advanced training in personal care and specialised 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care, allowing you to further enhance 
your professional skills.

• Responsive support staff: Each office has a support staff ready and 
willing to help you succeed in your career. Staff members include 
owners, home care managers, care co-ordinators, recruitment and 
retention co-ordinators, trainers, office managers, receptionists 
and more. Staff are accessible 24/7 in order to respond to any 
schedule changes, questions and concerns.

• Compatibility matching: Clients and their families are often 
concerned about the compatibility of a client and their 
professional CAREGiver. However, we know that compatibility 
matching is also important to professional CAREGivers. Having a 
compatible client can significantly affect your success as well as 
job satisfaction.

• Personal introductions: Meeting a new client for the first time can 
be a bit daunting. That’s why our Home Care Manager facilitates 
personal introductions between the professional CAREGiver and 
client during that first meeting. We do everything we can to help 
your relationship start off on the right foot.

To learn more about what it means to be a professional Home Instead 
CAREGiver visit www.homeinstead.ie

ALLOWANCES & ENTITLEMENTS
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• than other kinds of 
care. People usually feel 
better about spending 
money on home care 
as the care is more 
personalised and the 
quality of care is far 
beyond what it could be 
in a nursing home.

If you have any questions 
about home care services 
and how they can help you 
or a loved one maintain 
their independence and 
live at home longer contact 
your local Home Instead 
Senior Care office on 1890 
930 013. All Home Instead 
Senior Care offices offer a 
free care consultation to all 
prospective clients so we 
can get to know our clients 
and their needs. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
For more information on 
home care, allowances 
and entitlements call 
1890 930 013 and order a 
complimentary copy of the 
guidebook, which includes 
important information such 
as: 
• Legal Information
• Alzheimer’s and 

Dementia Care
• Nutrition
• Fitness and Wellbeing
• Financial Information
• Community Support
• Care Options

The information and advice 
available in the guidebook 
makes it easier to navigate 
the caring and ageing 
terrain in Ireland. 
    The guidebook also includes real life stories and case 
studies from people who successfully age – these are 
the people who have prepared for their senior years or 
who have cared for ageing loved ones and taken steps to 
safeguard their health, safety, social and family needs. 
    While reading this guidebook, you are encouraged 
to think about your individual wants and needs and the 
steps that must be taken to help you age successfully. 

ALLOWANCES & ENTITLEMENTS

If you have a special way of taking care of others or have experience in being a 
family caregiver, get in touch with your local Home Instead Senior Care office 
on 1890 930 013 or info@homeinstead.ie.

You may want to ask yourself questions such as: Are there 
resources in place to provide for professional care? Have 
you appointed a trusted loved one as Power of Attorney? 
Would you be happy living in a residential care setting?
    By arming yourself with valuable information and 
encouraging a focus on successful ageing, you are playing 
an active role in ageing successfully and enjoying a happy, 
healthy and independent life at home for longer than 
otherwise possible.
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THE ANCIENT GAME 
OF HURLING
In 1923 an article was published in ‘Iris An Garda’ in their April edition, written by Crawford 
Neil under the heading ‘Plea for Hurling’. At that time, Gardaí ruled the roost on the hurling 
playing fields of Ireland under the guidance of the Garda Commissioner General Eoin 
O’Duffy, culminating with victory in the Senior All Ireland Hurling Final in 1927. This edited 
edition of that article has been submitted by Noel Hynes, Nass Branch.

LOOK BACK 

Those who 
were fortunate 

enough to be 
present at the 
thrilling contest 
in Croke Park 
on Sunday 25 
March, between 
the Limerick and 
Kilkenny hurlers 
will be keenly 
anxious to know if 
the GAA intends 
taking steps to see 
that the premier 
national pastime is in future given the attention which is 
its due. 
    No matter what may happen in regard to other games 
and branches of sport in this country, it is incumbent on 
all of us to keep hurling going with greater vigour in the 
years before us than in the past. This is because of the 
pride of place it has ever held amongst all other forms of 
athletic prowess in Ireland. 
    It is the Irishman’s game, and as such, must be given 
every encouragement by those whose first duty is to 
propagate and foster the pastimes that are racy of the 
soil.  From a health viewpoint it has no equal, bringing, 
as it does every nerve and sinew of the body into action, 
and requiring great judgement of the eye and skill and 
strength of arm that cannot but be beneficial. 

EXCITEMENT AND ENTHUSIAM
People who have not played it will tell you it is dangerous. 
This is admitted by the hurler, and an accurate record 
would uphold his contention that there are far more 
injuries of a serious nature sustained at football, whether 
under the Gaelic, doccer, or rugby codes. 
    There is no game that will give more pleasurable 
excitement and enthusiasm to a crowd of spectators 

than a good hurling 
match. And with truth, 
indeed, it has been said 
that “the swish of the 
caman is as music to the 
ear”.  Hurling is, beyond 
a shadow of doubt, the 
most ancient of the Irish 
games. 
    We read in history 
that it was played by 
the princes and kings of 
Ireland even before the 
birth of Christ.  It has 
outlived the trials and 

persecutions that visited us, until to day we find it is still 
foremost amongst the games of the Gael. 
    With our exiles in America (North and South), Australia, 
South Africa, England, Scotland and Wales, it is, in the 
absence of the language, a hallmark of our nationality 
more distinctly Irish than anything else of which I know.”

Ninety four years after the above article appeared, the 
ancient game of hurling is still thriving and will certainly 
continue to do so. Like the said author, I also contend 
that it is definitely the most exciting game in the world 
– undoubtedly music to the ear akin to Rachmaninov’s 
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. 
    It is gratifying that An Garda Síochána has played 
a leading role with the GAA to ensure that the game 
of hurling will survive for ever. I salute all of my Garda 
comrades who have contributed magnanimously in 
demonstrating their skill with the caman from 1922 to 
the present day – Mick Gill, Garrett Howard, ‘Fowler’ 
McInerney, Mattie Power, Terry Kelly, Mick Regan, Frank 
Cummins, Peter Finnerty, Ollie Baker, Joachim Kelly, 
Seamus Quaid, Noel Casey, Eddie Brennan, Brian Murphy, 
Ken Hogan, Mossy Walsh, Jerry O’Connor and Peter 
Quelly to name a few.  (Noel Hynes, GSRMA Naas Branch)



With obesity rates rising globally any activity that gets 
you outside on a regular basis is a great way to 

spend your time. Fishing helps you relax, by escaping the 
daily stress of life, recharging your batteries and relaxing. 
Health experts suggest and recommend time outdoors for 
people suffering from post-traumatic stress and anxiety 
disorders. 
    Angling and related activities can lower blood pressure 
getting people out of built up areas and into the 
countryside into the fresh air.  Your body will thank you 
for the additional oxygen and vitamin D.
    In addition it promotes dexterity, everything about 
fishing from attaching hooks and flies to casting can assist 
keeping your hands, fingers and arms nimble.    
     Notwithstanding the aforementioned, the long walks 
that can be enjoyed trekking to your favourite fishing spot 
and wandering up or down waterways on foot can be 
extremely enjoyable. It’s mental and physical benefits are a 
great start to becoming healthier and happier.
    Millions worldwide find themselves ‘hooked on fishing’. 
Certainly here in Ireland we are the envy of much of the 
globe with the fantastic fishing opportunities available 
and some of the best wild brown trout fishing to be 

found anywhere on the globe. 
    The stress and strain of everyday life can evaporate 
quickly as you cast a line across premier trout water such 
as Lough Corrib or Mask.

GARDA ANGLERS CLUB TOGETHER
As mentioned the Garda Trout and Salmon Angling 
Association has been in existence nearly 40 years. In that 
time the club has grown and it now has boats moored 
on fantastic fisheries such as Lough Corrib, Lough Mask, 
Lough Conn, Lough Carrowmore, Lough Owel and Lough 
Lene (Westmeath).  
    The great western lakes of Corrib, Mask and Conn 
produce exhilarating fishing. The club has a boat on each 
lake. The Association organises several events through the 
open season for members to test their wits against each 
other, the elements and the fishing gods. 
    The midland lakes are not forgotten with club boats on 
Loughs Owel and Lough Lene in Westmeath. Add to this 
the fantastic bonus of a club boat moored at Bangor Erris, 
Co. Mayo on Lough Carrowmore – the premier salmon 
and sea trout lake fishery in the country.
    Several outings are organised throughout the trout 

THE REEL HEALTH 
BENEFITS OF 

FISHING  

The health benefits 
of angling are often 
overlooked, yet 
everyone knows that 
it’s a fun pastime 
and will certainly 
keep you on the 
move, writes Philip 
J. Donoghue, club 
secretary of the 
Garda Trout and 
Salmon Anglers’ 
Association.

GARDA ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION
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GARDA ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION

season, beginning with duck fly 
fishing on Owel in addition to a 
two-day event on Lough Corrib in 
the spring. From there to the Mayfly 
on Lough Conn, that coincides ith 
the Garda Coiste Siamsa Freshwater 
Championships on 23-24 May. 
    After this it’s on to Lough Mask 
in June and the famous and illusive 
Lough Sheelin for Sedge fishing in the 
high summer, returning later in the 
year to Lough Owel to round off the 
season with the Coiste Rionne DMA 
Garda Championships.  

HIGHLIGHT OF ANGLING YEAR
The highlight of the angling year 
without question is the Garda Coiste 
Siamsa All Ireland Championship – a 
Coiste Siamsa-sponsored event open 
to all Garda members.  
This fantastic two-day event is held 
every year on the majestic Lough Conn 
to coincide with the Mayfly hatch 
there. Mayfly time is the apotheosis of 
the trout fishing calendar. 
    In addition to the events organised 
and supported by the club, the 
association also offers members the opportunity to fish 
fantastic salmon waters such as the Galway Weir Fishery 
and Ballina Beats on the Moy, including the famous 
Cathedral and Ridge Pool.
    Invariably, as in any association the social side of things 
are not to be underestimated or forgotten.  Many great 
friendships have been nurtured and developed. 
    The sharing of information and techniques, the 
coaxing and cajoling, the helpful attitude displayed to 

newcomers the 
sportsmanship 
and goodwill 
displayed to 
members new 
and old is 
keeping the 
club going and 
developing.  
Several members 
have represented 
the association, 
and themselves 
at National and 
international 
level and are not 
selfish with their 
knowledge. 
    Last autumn 

Members of the Garda team who participated in the Police Five Nations’ 
Fly-Fishing Championship at Lake of Menteith Scotland in Autumn 2016:
Back Row (l-r): Phil Donoghue, John Donoghue, Barry Carolan, Peter 
McGuinness, Damien Barron, Michael Bradley, Tom McMahon and Pat 
Foley.
Front Row (l-r): Niall Kenny, Seamus Kelly, Gerry Feeney, Shane Travers, 
Bob Bradley and Pat Higgins.

a 14-man Garda Team incorporating members from the 
length and breadth of the country competed in the Police 
Home Nations Fly-fishing Championships fished at the 
Lake of Menteith, Scotland. This competition involved 
police teams from Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
England and Wales.  

QUALIFYING COMPETITIONS
A fantastic time was enjoyed by those that travelled. The 
2017 event is being fished on Lough Erne, Fermanagh, 
hosted by our colleagues in the PSNI. Qualifying 
competitions to compete for the Garda team will continue 
in 2017 and positions will be hotly contested as this is a 
fantastic trip and opportunity.  
    The Association is open for membership from Gardai 
serving and retired.  Perhaps you’re new to the sport or 
have been away from it for a while and want to whet 
your appetite again.  You’ll find a receptive welcome 
and members who are willing and eager to share in this 
fantastic pass-time. 
    Remember this: three fourths of the earth’s surface 
is water and one fourth is land. It is quite clear that the 
Good Lord intends us to spend triple the amount of time 
fishing as taking care of the lawn!

All enquires in relation to the Garda Trout and Salmon 
Association should be directed to Garda Phil Donoghue, 
Club Secretary, Craughwell Garda Station Co. Galway.
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I recently came across an old case about a woman who 
went missing from Kildare on 22 December 1979. She 

had been doing her Christmas shopping in Newbridge 
that day and she was last seen going to a bus stop at 
about 6.30pm. She had bought presents for her brother’s 
children and was planning to spend Christmas with her 
family in Kildare.  
    Unfortunately for her, she never got there and her body 
was later found in the Wicklow Gap. Her name was Phyllis 
Murphy and she was only 23 years of age. She had been 
raped and strangled. 
    Throughout the Christmas and beyond, search teams 
combed the town and the surrounding countryside along 
the flat Curragh plains. Her disappearance captured the 
attention of the nation.
    This is a very tragic story but it is one that I have more 
than a passing interest in because I was involved in the 
search for the young woman back then. Not only that, 
but I saw her body lying in the snow. It is something that 
I have never forgotten, even though I have seen many 
bodies since then. 
    The sight of Phyllis lying there was something that sent 
shock waves through many young men who were there 
that day. We had come from the Garda Training Centre in 
Templemore and for most of us, it was the first time we 
had seen someone who had died as a result of a violent 
act. It was not nice.

YOUNG AND IMPRESSIONABLE
I started my training in Templemore just a few weeks 
earlier, on 5 December 1979, along with 97 other guys. 
We came from all corners of the country and from a 
variety of backgrounds and we were all young and 
impressionable. We had barely started our training when 
we broke for the Christmas holidays. 
    But Christmas was barely over when we all received 
a message to get back to Templemore. We weren’t told 
why. It was bitterly cold at the time and there was snow 

OPERATION TRACE 
TRACKS DOWN A 

COLD KILLER

in the mountains. We were herded into buses and it was 
then we were told that we were going to the Curragh 
and we would be working with the Army in the search for 
Phyllis Murphy.

Trevor Laffan, GSRMA Cork City Branch, was one of 98 new Garda recruits tasked with 
searching for Phyllis Murphy, the young woman who went missing from Kildare in late 
December 1979. Here he reflects on the chilling case, which was resolved nearly 23 years 
later thanks to Operation Trace, and her killer was given a mandatory life sentence.

As a young Garda recruit, Trevor Laffan was 
involved in the search for Phyllis Murphy. He says 
that the discovery of her body, lying in the snow 
near the Wicklow Gap a month later, is something 
he has never forgotten. (Pic: Garda Publicity)
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Kerry County Council
working with Kerry Gardaí To Save Lives

Think Road Safety! SLow Down, wear your 
Seat Belt and never ever Drink and Drive.

Rathass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, Ireland
Tel: 066 7183500 Fax: 066 7183848

Email: kcc@kerrycoco.ie

Members of the Kerry Joint Policing Committee launching the ‘Be Safe, Be Seen’ campaign in 
Kerry last autumn, l-r: Michelle Mullane (Road Safety Officer, KCC), Brian Looney (KCC), John Breen 
(Director of Services, KCC), Chief Supt. Con Cadogan, Cllr Niall Kelleher (Chairman), Cllr Pa Daly.
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In the freezing cold of 18 January, 
1980, the young woman’s body 
was found hidden among trees 
near Ballinagee Bridge in the 
Wicklow Gap.

PHYLLIS MURPHY CASE

Gardaí pictured in the Wicklow Gap following the discovery of the 
body of Phyllis Murphy. (Pic: The Irish Times)

    Looking back on it now, I realise that we were totally ill 
equipped for a job like this. Our clothing was nothing like 
it is now and all we had to protect us from the elements 
was a pair of wellington boots and a rain coat that 
seemed to be made from the same material as the wellies. 
It did nothing to keep out the cold and it didn’t keep out 
the rain either, while the material made you sweat. 
    For lunch, we were given sandwiches in a plastic 
wrapper and a pint of milk. Given that we were working 
in sub-zero conditions, these provisions did nothing to lift 
our mood. The soldiers on the other hand had hot food 
and were much better prepared.

FEELING SENSE OF LOSS
These issues became insignificant the day that the body of 
Phyllis Murphy was discovered. I’m not going to go into 
the details of the discovery but the atmosphere changed 
for everyone that day. 
    The bus journey back to the Training Centre that 
evening was subdued and there was very little chatter. 
None of us knew her personally but we still felt a 
sense of loss and we wanted the killer caught. But the 
investigation was going nowhere.
    Forensic science techniques at that time were way 
behind today’s standards but somebody, back then, made 
the decision to put the samples into storage. They were 
kept in the Garda Technical Bureau until 1998. 
    Operation Trace was launched in 1998 and the samples 
were sent for analysis to a British laboratory. The results 
pointed to one man, John Crerar. Then aged 51, he was a 
former Army sergeant and worked as a security guard in 
Kildare town. 
    At the time of Phyllis Murphy’s disappearance, he drove 
a Datsun car. This was the same model sought by Gardaí 
after a witness reported seeing it near the place where her 
body was discovered. 
    John Crerar was charged with the murder of Phyllis 
Murphy in July 1999 and in 2002, almost 23 years after 
she was killed, the trial for her murder opened in the 
Central Criminal Court. 

MANDATORY LIFE SENTENCE
Crerar, a father of five from Kildare, pleaded 
not guilty. He contradicted evidence given 
by witnesses on several issues and denied he 
knew her. Ms Murphy’s sister told the court 
that she, Phyllis and another sister used to 
baby-sit for the Crerars.
    Nearly a quarter of a century after he raped 
and battered Phyllis Murphy to death, former 
Army sergeant and father-of-five John Crerar 
was convicted of her murder and received 
the mandatory life sentence without leave to 
appeal. 
    Outside the courtroom, the man who 
arrested Crerar in 1999, retired Detective 
Garda Mark Carroll, and the detective who 
ran the case against him, Detective Garda Pat 

Donlon, shared hugs and tears with the Murphy family. 
    There were 98 other guys who also silently 
congratulated those policemen who finally got justice for 
Phyllis Murphy, 
the girl we saw 
lying in the snow 
so many years 
before. 

NO NEED FOR 
WORDS
As a little aside to 
this story, I was 
in Templemore 
a few years 
back to attend a 
funeral. I was in 
a huddle with a 
few people after 
the burial and 
we were talking 
about how cold 
it was. 
    I remarked 
how back in 
1980, as a fresh-
faced recruit in 
Templemore, I 
was searching 
for the body of 
Phyllis Murphy 
in what was one 
of the coldest 
periods in my 
memory. 
    I didn’t know 
it, but one of those in the group was a relative of Phyllis. 
A friend introduced me to Michael, her brother and we 
shook hands. There was no need to say anything.



The success of the Irish 
Constabulary received 

massive and widespread 
publicity and the good 
reputation of the Force spread 
throughout the entire British 
Empire. 
    During the six months 
following the Fenian Rising of 
1867 numerous tributes were 
paid to the Constabulary for 
putting down the insurrection 
and for the gallantry 
displayed by some many of its 
members. 
    On 14 March 1867 
the Chief Secretary, at 
the command of the Lord 
Lieutenant, wrote to the 
Inspector General, expressing 
the Lord Lieutenant’s high 
sense of the gallantry 
displayed by the Constabulary. 
He asked the Inspector 
General to recommend 
how these members who had particularly distinguished 
themselves should be rewarded. 
    His Excellency was anxious that rewards should be of 
a substantial nature and given in a manner, which would 
be most gratifying to the feelings of the Force. The fact 
that such recognition from the highest level particularly 
pleased the higher officers of the Constabulary.                
    In his reply, the Inspector General expressed the great 
gratification he felt at the Government’s attitude. The 
Chief Secretary recommended that Peel vote him £2,000 
to distribute amongst those who had distinguished 
themselves in the conflict against the Fenians.

 THE FENIAN RISING (PART 2)

THE 
CONSTABULARY IN 

THE AFTERMATH
In the second part of his series on the Fenian Rising of 1867, which was defeated solely 
by the Irish Constabulary without the assistance of the British Army or any other military 
force, Donal J. O’Sullivan, GSRMA Tralee Branch, outlines the events that followed.

    He also recommended that Her Majesty should 
be moved to recognise their services by graciously 
directing a letter to be written conveying her thanks and 
commanding that the description of the Force should 
hereafter be ‘The Royal’ or ‘The Queen’s Constabulary’. 
    The letter of the Chief Secretary together with the reply 
of the Inspector General was then transmitted by direction 
of the Lord Lieutenant to the Secretary of the Treasury.  

GLOWING TRIBUTES 
The Chief Secretary paid glowing tributes to the 
Constabulary and concluded his letter expressing the 
earnest desire of the Lord Lieutenant that a vote of 

The good reputation of the Irish Constabulary spread throughout the entire British 
Empire, after they solely defeated the Fenian Rising in 1867.
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Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa was one of the leaders of 
the USA Fenians, whose main emphasis was to launch a 
‘dynamiting campaign’ in Britain.

£2,000, as suggested by the Inspector General, should be 
paid. 
    The vote was passed in Parliament – without a 
dissenting voice – authorising the payment of the £2,000. 
The members of both Houses of Parliament spoke in 
terms of the most unqualified praise for the Constabulary. 
The debates and discussions in Parliament generated a 
huge amount of publicity in newspapers throughout the 
world.                         
    In the House of Lords, outstanding speeches were 
made by Lord Lifford, Lord Dealy, The Earl of Cork, The 
Duke of Cambridge, The Earl of Kimberley and Lord Naas.
In the House of Commons, numerous tributes were also 
paid to the Constabulary. 
    The main speakers were Mr Monsell, Mr Bagwell, Mr 
Fortescue and Mr Herbert. [The latter (with his Kerry 
interests at heart) called attention to the case of Sub-
Constable William Duggan, saying “No compensation in 
money could reward that man [shouts of hear, hear] and if 
the Victoria Cross was not to be conferred on the army, I 
could not conceive a more fitting reward for these men”. 
    It was said that the praises of the Force “rang from one 
end of the House of Parliament to the other”.

BIRTH OF THE RIC
Following the Inspector General’s recommendations it was 
decided to strike new medals – the ‘Constabulary Medal 
for Valour’ – to honour the members of the Constabulary 
who had distinguished themselves during the Fenian 
insurrection and to present them at a public ceremony. 
    They would be presented by the Marchioness of 
Abercorn [wife of the Lord Lieutenant]. The ceremony 
was fixed for 3pm on Friday 6 September 1867 at the 
Constabulary Depot in the Phoenix Park.  The entire 
Depot Constabulary was drawn up on the Depot square 
in ‘hollow square’ formation. 
    The Inspector General was absent on leave and 
his place was taken by Col. Hillier, Deputy Inspector 
General who was in overall command. The full-strength 
Constabulary band under Mr Harry Hardy took up position 
at the left while the medal recipients took up positions 
alongside each other in the centre of the square.
    At 3pm the Chief Secretary arrived in his carriage 
accompanied by Lords Frederick and Ernest Hamilton. The 
Lord Lieutenant and the Marchioness of Abercorn arrived 
in their carriage drawn by four horses accompanied by 
outriders and they were welcomed at the Depot entrance 
by the Constabulary band playing the National Anthem. 
    They were accompanied by Lady Maude Hamilton, 
Captain Woodhouse and Mr Gregory. The party was 
officially received by the Chief Secretary and Colonel 
Hillier. The latter then introduced the officers who were 
to be decorated. He read a short citation on the particular 
service which each man had rendered and for which he 
was about to be honoured. 
    Each man stepped forward and bowed before the 
Marchioness who “gracefully pinned a beautiful silver 
medal attached to a broad green ribbon, on the left 
breast of his tunic”. 

The following officers and men were decorated:
1. Sub-Inspector Robert Gardiner had been in command 

at Drogheda on the night of the insurrection.
2. Sub-Inspector Dominic F Burke had been in command 

at Tallaght.
3. Sub-Inspector Oliver Milling had been charge 

of Kilmallock and Kilfinane at the time of the 
insurrection.

4. Head Constable Richard Adams was in charge of the 
party at Kilmallock when it was attacked.

5. Constable James O’Connell had been in charge at 
Castlemartyr.

6. Constable George Forsythe had been in charge at 
Ardagh Barracks when it was attacked.

7. Constable Patrick Derwan had been in command at 
Emly Barracks.

8. Constable Martin Scurry had been in charge at 
Gurtavoher, Co. Tipperary when it was attacked. 

The ninth recipient of the medal was Sub-Constable 
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William Duggan, Killorglin, Co. Kerry who was still very 
ill and unable to make the journey to Dublin for the 
ceremonies and presentation. 
    He was awarded the new Constabulary Medal and was 
the first member of the Force to have merited its award, 
as his encounter with the Fenians took place on 12 
February 1867. In total, nine members of the Force were 
awarded the medal, three of whom were awarded with 
chevrons and two were presented with cheques.

ADDRESSING THE ASSEMBLY
After Colonel Hillier had thanked the Marchioness of 
Abercorn, the Lord Lieutenant addressed the assembled 
gathering as follows: “Colonel Hillier, officers and men 
of the Irish Constabulary, it has given me great pleasure 
to be a witness on this occasion with you all, of the  
distribution of those awards of merit, so gallantly earned 
and so worthily bestowed. I felt that given by the hand of 
Lady Abercorn, they will be more gratifying to those who 
so well deserve them than if they were officially conferred 
by me. 
    “I regret to say that one of the men named on the 
list – Sub-Constable William Duggan – is still suffering 
so much that he is unable to attend on this occasion, in 
consequence of the injuries he received in the very gallant 
discharge of his duties. 
    “And let me assure you, that I consider the rewards 
have been given for no common service; you the brave 
men who have received them, have each in your several 
degrees, whether as officers or constables, rendered 
no ordinary service to the state. Shut out as you were 
from any assistance, depending as you were upon your 
own courage and determination alone, in numbers 
infinitesimally less than your opponents, you have shown 
what an effective triumph loyalty and discipline can 
accomplish.  
    “I do not exaggerate, when I say, that to your courage 
and determination the successful resistance in the first 

instance of the Fenian insurrection, and the instantaneous 
collapse, which it had subsequently under the irresistible 
and admirably organised military power brought against 
it. You have had the satisfaction of knowing that your 
services have been specially recognised in both Houses of 
Parliament and even her gracious Majesty herself has not 
been unmindful of you.  
    “You also have the additional gratitude of knowing, 
that while your own individual conduct has thus been 
appreciated, you have been able to reflect honour on the 
Force to which you belong. I believe that gallant and loyal, 
as was the conduct of those who received awards, it was 
but a reflex of what would have been the conduct of the 
whole of the Irish Constabulary, if a like occasion had 
called for a display of their devotion. 
    “This is not my opinion alone. It is the opinion of a just 
and gracious Sovereign, and I will now proceed to inform 
you, that as proof of her Majesty’s satisfaction of the 

conduct of the Irish Constabulary, she has been graciously 
pleased to command that the force shall be hereafter 
called THE ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY. [Applause] 
    “And they shall be entitled to have the harp and crown 
as badges for the force… [Applause]…. Colonel Hillier, in 
making this announcement, I congratulate most sincerely 
the Royal Irish Constabulary, both officers and men, on 
the distinction they have earned, and on the appreciation, 
which they have met with universally throughout 
the country in the discharge of the very difficult and 
dangerous duties which devolved upon them. [Cheers]                                                                          

BESTOWING HONOUR 
Colonel Hillier then addressed His Excellency in which 
he thanked him for the honour bestowed on the Force 
and concluded by saying: “I beg to assure you that your 
Excellency’s words have been listened to by the officers 
and men on this parade with the greatest interest and 
will, I hope be read in a few hours in every constabulary 
barrack throughout the land with feelings of deep loyalty, 
pride and gratification”. [Applause]
    After the Earl of Mayo had addressed the assembly 

After the failure of the Fenian Rising, Thomas J. 
Clarke was to become the most influential individual 
in making preparations for the 1916 Rising. 
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at great length, the 
Viceregal party mounted 
their carriages and 
left, the Constabulary 
band again playing the 
national anthem and The 
Royal Irish Constabulary 
cheering to the echoes. 
A large assembly had 
collected in the Depot 
square for the ceremonies, 
amongst them friends and 
relatives of those who had 
been decorated for valour. 
     All were hospitably entertained at a special function 
in the Depot that evening, followed by a dance. This was 
the ‘birth’ of the Royal Irish Constabulary, a police force 
that would serve Ireland well over the next 55 years, 
through good times and bad times and which would be 
forced to endure the three most difficult and controversial 
years ever experienced by any police  force before its final 
demise in 1922. 
    The sum of £2,000 received by the Inspector 
General was distributed in varying amounts to all 
members [excluding officers] who were engaged in the 
confrontation with the Fenians.                                                     

FATE OF WILLIAM DUGGAN
Sub-Constable Duggan was removed to a more accessible 
location near Glenbeigh a few days after being shot. A 
surgeon was despatched from the Constabulary HQ at 
Dublin Castle to assist Dr Spotteswood in dealing with the 
injured man. He did not think that S/Constable Duggan 
would survive and returned to Dublin after a few days.
    For several days the S/Constable hovered between 
life and death suffering terrible agony from his wounds. 
The days of agony turned into weeks and the weeks into 
months. Although he was the first member of the Force 
to be awarded the ‘Constabulary Medal’ he was unable to 
get to Dublin for its presentation. 
    His warrant number was 18695 and he was a native 
of Co. Leix. He joined the Force on 25 July 1854. After 
being injured he received special promotion to the rank 
of Constable [Sergeant] on 13 February 1867. He was 
forced to resign from the Force due to his injuries on 1 
May 1868.
    Through the ‘Hue and Cry’ a reward of £500 was 
offered over a number of months for any information 
relating to the shooting of S/Constable Duggan. [It 
became common knowledge that a young man named 
Conway had shot Duggan and managed to get away to 
the USA].
    In appreciation for the extraordinary attention given 
to Duggan, the Constabulary force in Co. Kerry made a 
presentation of £29 to Mrs Moriarty who had cared for 
him. The general public also made a presentation to the 

Moriarty family and the Government 
gave them a cheque for £10. It is very 
gratifying to know that the Constabulary 
medal awarded to S/Constable Duggan 
is now in the safe custody of the RUC/
PSNI Museum at Belfast.

THE FENIANS AFTER 1867
The convictions and deportation of 
the Fenian activists in Ireland after the 
Rising snuffed out any desire for another 
insurrection in Ireland for many years. 
This was far from being the case in the 
USA where the Fenian leaders ‘kept the 

pot boiling’ for almost half a century after the Fenian 
Rising. 
    Money poured into its coffers from the first and second 
generation of Irish people who had emigrated as a result 
of the Great Famine. The leaders in the USA were John 
Devoy, Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa, John O’Mahony and 
for a brief period Thomas Clarke who had emigrated from 
Ireland. They organised two Fenian invasions into Canada 
but made quick retreats on each occasion.
    The main emphasis of the USA Fenians was to launch 
a ‘dynamiting campaign’ in Britain. A number of groups 
were selected for this campaign and over a number of 
years they created havoc with explosions in England – 
including Scotland Yard.
    In 1883 Thomas Clarke went on a dynamiting 
expedition to London but he was arrested in possession 
of the explosives. He served 15 years imprisonment in the 
harshest prisons in the UK and when released in 1898 he 
returned to America and renewed his Fenian activities.

FENIAN FLAME BURNING
In 1907 he came to Dublin and opened a tobacconist’s 
shop in Parnell Street. His abiding and passionate interest 
was to secure an Irish Republic by force if necessary. While 
he maintained a low profile in Dublin, he was the most 
influential individual in making preparations for the 1916 
Rising. 
    With Denis McCullough, Bulmer Hobson and Sean Mac 
Diarmuda he revitalised the Irish Republican Brotherhood 
(IRB). As a member of the IRB Supreme Council he was 
co-opted to its military Council, which was responsible for 
planning the 1916 Rising.
    His greatest coup was to secure the funeral of 
O’Donovan Rossa to take place in Dublin in August 1915, 
which garnered much support and sympathy for the 
Fenian/Republican cause. Thomas Clarke was the first 
signatory of the 1916 Proclamation. 
    He was tried by court-martial and was one of the first 
three rebels executed by firing squad. Thomas Clarke, 
more than any other person, kept the Fenian flame 
burning between the Fenian Rising of 1867 and the Rising 
of 1916.

The Fenian Flag. 
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WEST CORK 
HERO SHARES HIS 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT
Having given many years as GSRMA Chairman for Cork West Branch, Michael O’Sullivan 
was the recent recipient of the overall West Cork Hero Award 2016. In this interview 
with Emma Connolly, a reporter for ‘The Southern Star’ he spoke about the importance 
of community spirit and why it’s up to us all to do our part for the greater good. 
Submitted by Tim Bowe, Secretary of Cork City Branch.

We live in a pressurised world, and we need to slow 
down and connect with people. We have to go 

with change, but we hardly have time to salute each other 
anymore, and that’s a big loss to the community.”
    These are the words of father of seven and grandfather 
of Michael O’Sullivan from Rosscarbery, who was recently 
honoured with the inaugural West Cork Hero Award 
for his outstanding service to his community, by ‘The 
Southern Star’ and Celtic Ross Hotel. Now, as he moves 
into his 80s, Michael O’Sullivan is as committed as ever to 
making his beloved West Cork a better place. 
    To date his lifetime of voluntary service includes 
involvement in Reenascreena Group Water Scheme, 
Rosscarbery Community Council, the West Cork 
Disadvantaged Area Extension, Rosscarbery Social Housing 
for the Elderly, West Cork Bowling Association, Carbery 
Rangers GAA Club, Cork County GAA Scor competition, 
and Mount Saint Michael Secondary School board of 
management; centenary celebrations of the Sisters of 
Mercy in 1994 as well as their departure from the town in 
2015. 

STRONG WORK ETHIC
Certainly this reads as an impressive list, but in no way 
does it paint a true picture of the change that Michael, a 
retired garda, has brought about and continues to bring 
about. And seniority in years isn’t changing his work ethic 
either – without a second thought he drove to Belfast 
in recent weeks for a Scór competition and is currently 
involved in a new nine-unit social housing development in 
Rosscarbery that is soon to get underway. 
    However, he’s quick to point out that working with 
any of these organisations is not a one-man show. “I 
have worked with some extraordinary men and women 
in these areas, all devoted and dedicated to the shared 
aims and goals of us all. I gained great satisfaction from 
working alongside such marvellous people and great 

friendships were formed along the way.”
    Born in Reenascreena, Michael joined An Garda 
Síochána in 1956. He worked in the clerical side of the 
organisation and was based in Dublin, Cobh, Blarney, 
Bishopstown, Union Quay, Bandon and Clonakilty before 
retiring in 1995.

A DIFFERENT IRELAND TODAY
“Ireland was a different place when I joined, compared to 
today. Crime was low and it’s fair to say there was a good 
relationship between the Gardaí and the people, which is 
very important. After all Gardaí solve crime only through 
the good relationship with the people they serve. There’s 
an absence of that more today than in my time I think.
    “It was also a time that discretion was used. Again 
there’s not so much of that today. There should be more 
of an emphasis on discretion given in the Garda College in 
Templemore, because a good rapport with the community 
is vital for Gardaí in their daily work.”
    Recent events that have made the headlines within the 
organisation have left Michael feeling “frustrated and 
embarrassed”. Having been out of the job for 21 years, 
he says he has intention of pointing the finger at whoever 
was wrong.
    “But it hasn’t done An Garda Síochána any good 
whatsoever. Things could, and should, have been solved 
within the organisation by the Garda authorities without 
ever having reached the steps of Leinster House.”
    However, he feels it’s not easy being a garda today with 
the level of assaults, murder and drugs posing a very real 
danger. He has mixed views about the closure of rural 
garda stations. 
    “The presence of Gardaí, especially in rural areas, is 
so important to act as a deterrent.  A station may not 
be regarded as very active, but their very presence could 
prevent a major crime – even a murder. 
    “There’s no point having a station and it being locked 
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up. If I had my way stations would be manned by at least two 
members of the force – especially in maritime areas where drugs 
may be coming in.”

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
And the garda station is part of the community after all, he says, 
along with the local shop, post office and pub. “Ireland would 
be a much poorer place if all of these community services were 
taken away. I think successive governments have only paid lip 
service to this situation and as a result, rural Ireland, I’m sad to 
say, is becoming denuded of people.”
    Thanks in no small way to Michael’s tireless work with local 
committees and communities, Rosscarbery and its surrounds 
continue to thrive. ‘It’s a very vibrant community – a good mix of 
young and old, natives and outsiders – all who see it as a 

Retired Garda Michael O’Sullivan from Rosscarbery was 
awarded the inaugural West Cork Hero Award by former 
Mountjoy governor John Lonergan at a gala lunch. 
(Pic: George Maguire Photography) 

VIEWPOINT Pat O’Leary, Cork 
West Branch Secretary.

Rosscarbery’s Michael O’Sullivan won the 
Overall West Cork Hero Award for 2016 in the 
Celtic Ross Hotel recently, for giving his time to 
help others and has been actively involved in 
the community, writes Pat O’Leary, Cork West 
Branch Secretary.
    The awards scheme is aimed at celebrating 
the region’s ‘everyday heroes’ – the people 
who, by their dedication and commitment, 
donate their time to helping others and 
making our community a better place to live 
in.
    Michael O’Sullivan has certainly given a 
lifetime of volunteer work to the community. 
The groups he has been involved with, or 
founded, include the Reenascreena Group 
Water Scheme, Rosscarbery Community 
Council, The West Cork Disadvantaged Area 
Extension, Rosscarbery Social Housing for the 
Elderly, the West Cork Bowling Association, 
Carbery Rangers GAA Club, Scór, Mount St 
Michael board of management, Rosscarbery, 
and the centenary celebrations for the Sisters 
of Mercy.
    “We must remember that no man is an 
island, and that no matter how far we move 
with technology, there is no computer that 
can care and feel and love in the way that we 
humans can. We must look after each other. 
And what we give out to the world, we get 
back tenfold,” according to O’Sullivan.
    A gifted orator, he is never short of a 
word and those that have heard him speak 
will remember his clear deep voice and the 
passion about his topic, which is always well 
researched and delivered impeccably.
    But he is much more than a man of words 
– he is a man of action and has always been 
willing to give his time for the betterment of 
the community and the Rosscarbery area.
    This award is also attributable to his wife 
Mary, who has tremendous community spirit 
and has encouraged involvement in every way, 
she went about her community work in a more 
silent way.
    This prestigious award is a fitting 
acknowledgement of the tireless commitment 
and dedication of Michael and Mary O’Sullivan. 
Rosscarbery salutes them as heroes!
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great place to live. The quality of life is great and it’s a 
wonderful place to bring up a family.’
    Michael and his wife Mary (a retired teacher, originally 
from Leap) lived in Cork city when they first married, but 
were always keen to move back home to their native 
place. 
    When they were rearing their children in the city, they 
longed for the peace and quiet of West Cork and found 
themselves travelling ‘home’ every weekend. They missed 
the close-knit communities of Reenascreena and Leap. 
    Within their jobs, Mary and Michael were lucky to get 
transfers westwards and Rosscarbery, with its secondary 
school, was a great attraction for a young family. 
Although Michael laments the departure of the nuns 
from the town in recent years, he is keen to emphasise 
the great work being done both now and in the past in 
Mount St Michael secondary school. 
    “From my many interactions with Mount Saint 
Michael staff, parents and students, as a parent myself 
and as a member of the board of management for 25 
years, I was always so impressed by the high standard 
of education achieved there – academic, sporting and 
holistic. Community building starts at a very young age. 
Friendships that last a lifetime are formed in schools. 
    “Local schools are a vital part of our community and 
have been for over 100 years in Rosscarbery. We salute 
the Sisters of Mercy for their visionary foresight and 
admire them for their courage as pioneers of conferring 

education upon a community – both primary and 
secondary – in an era when school was more of a luxury 
than a fact of life. It’s essential that as a community we 
support these places which foster community spirit and a 
pride of place.”

A CHANGING SOCIETY
Michael has seen a lot of change in society throughout 
his lifetime. “Old guys like me were lucky to grow up at a 
time where community living was the norm. Houses were 
unlocked, children wandered freely from house to house 
and neighbours were thought of as extended family. 
    “Communities were networks of people who didn’t 
travel far beyond their boundaries but could sustain 
themselves easily. We grew up in rich communities where 
help wasn’t given or exchanged in monetary terms – it 
was in the name of friendship that good turns were 
handed out. 
     “We depend upon each other. We must be conscious 
of this as we move forward in Ireland and as we progress 
and develop. We must remember that no man is an island 
and that no matter how far we move with technology etc 
there is no computer that can care and feel and love in 
the way that we humans can. We must look after each 
other. And what we give out to the world we get back 
tenfold.”
    He also feels that communication ‘is very important in 
family life. Children and parents should be able to come 

Michael O’Sullivan and his wife Mary pictured with their children and grand-children following the presentation of 
the West Cork Hero Award 2016. (Pic: George Maguire Photography)
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to each other. If there was more communication between 
them, I think there would be less family problems. The day 
children can’t talk to their parents and vice versa is a very 
sad day.’

A WIFE’S UNWAVERING ROLE 
Michael and his wife 
Mary have a very 
strong connection 
with all seven of 
their children – all of 
whom live within an 
hour of their home. 
“It is very gratifying 
to know that we 
can call any one of 
them and they can 
be there for us.”
    He is keen to 
point out the vital 
and unwavering role 
his wife Mary (who 
recently celebrated 
her 80th birthday) 
has played in his 
community work. 
“I wouldn’t be here 
today without her 
co-operation. She is 
a great woman and 
has always been 
fully supportive and 
encouraging of me. 
Mary is also a very 
community-minded 
person, who always 
went about her 
work in a more 
silent way than 
yours truly, but was 
just as committed.”
    Michael enjoys 
good health which 
he puts down to 
moderation, when 
it comes to exercise 
and food. He enjoys 
a social drink, has 
never smoked, he 
played basketball 
and football, but is 
not a man for the 
sun and prefers to 
holiday in Ireland. 
Being actively 
involved in the 

community has always served Michael and Mary well as 
regards physical and mental activity and friendships.
    “It’s good for the body and soul to be involved – I 
get happiness from helping people. I’m proud of all my 
achievements – they all gave satisfaction and a positive 
result,” he concludes.

Síocháin   85



Almost 50 years were swept aside as all those present 
resumed contact without a pause, causing one 

participant to observe the morning after that the group 
had “gelled seamlessly in an instant as if the time gap 
never existed”.
    Each classmate received a welcome pack containing 
a souvenir booklet sponsored by St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union, an A4 copy of the class photo, a notebook, 
biro and keyring from St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union. 
A bespoke cake, part sponsored by St Paul’s and an 
anonymous benefactor provided a focal point in the 
room.   
    Before I provided a PowerPoint presentation to illustrate 
various aspects of the event, in my role as MC for the 
occasion, we held a minute’s silence to honour the five 
classmates who are no longer with us – Frank Duggan 
(Carlow) [1946-1996], Mick Madden (Store Street) 
[1945-2001], Jack Kelleher (Tullow) [1947-2007] Donal 
Ward (Killybegs) [1946-2011] and Mick Long (Tipperary) 
[1947-2015]. A standing ovation followed to show our 
appreciation for the lives, service and friendship of these 
five good men. 
    The longest serving class member, in all almost 44 
years, and former Garda Commissioner Fachtna Murphy 
was called upon to say a few words for the occasion. He 
expressed his delight at being present on the night and 
being part of the reunion. 
    He went on to refer to the five aforementioned former 
classmates and spoke warmly of their contribution to a 
better Ireland. Fifty years ago our entry into An Garda 
Síochána almost coincided exactly with the escalation of 
criminal and politically motivated violence. 

SERVICE TO THE STATE
A heavy cost in terms of lives was borne by members of 
the Force and he paid tribute to all who had made the 
ultimate sacrifice. Fachtna expressed his regret at the 
absence of five former classmates whom circumstances 
did not allow attend, namely Peter Cawley, William 
Garvey, John Gillespie, Bobby Quinn and Maurice Walsh. 
He wished all of them well.
    The organising team, of which he was part, was 
thanked for their great efforts in tracking down all of the 

Pictured at the reunion in the Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise 
on 3 May: Front Row (l-r): John Dwyer, Sean 
O’Callaghan and Michael Rabbitt; Middle Row (l-r): 
Aidan McNulty, John Maher, Jim McCarthy, Gerry 
Gavin, Jim Phelan and Mick Donegan; Back Row: (l-r): 
Fachtna Murphy, Dessie Waters, Tony Hynes, Martin 
Silke, Seamus Brady and Noel McDermott.

CLASS REUNION

APRIL 1967 
RECRUITS REUNITE  

A half century since entering the Garda Training Centre in Templemore, 15 of the 
original 25 class recruits from April 1967 joined forces for the 50th Anniversary Reunion 
in Portlaoise in early May. Report by John Dwyer, GSRMA Portlaoise Branch.

original class and setting up what proved to be a very 
pleasant and enjoyable occasion. The other members 
of the team were Mick Donegan, Jim McCarthy, Noel 
McDermott and myself.
    As former Garda Commissioner Fachtna thanked 
all of the April 1967 members for their service to the 
State throughout the years and wished them and their 
families well for the future. His comments were warmly 
applauded.
    A further presentation of photographs and quotes 
from well-wishers were screened and provided some 
amusement before the group photograph was taken prior 
to the dinner, followed by a slice of the anniversary cake 
for dessert!
    A full Irish breakfast and sunshine the next morning 
was the perfect start for the return home leg of the trip. 
Small groups hung around the foyer seemingly reluctant 
to part and were making suggestions on a smaller scale 
reunion in the not-too-distant future. One of our number, 
residing in Leeds for many years, jokingly suggested the 
60th Anniversary Reunion take place there. Stranger 
things have happened! 
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FOUR-DAY BREAK IN KRAKOW
During the last week of April a group of GSRMA 
members departed Dublin Airport for a four-day city 
break to the Polish city of Krakow, organised by the 
GSRMA Social Committee. 
     The all-inclusive price included hotel accommodation, 
coach transfer to and from the airport, a number of 
guided tours with coach and guide provided. Our guide 
was a polish girl called Kinga who spoke excellent English.
     The tours included a guided tour of Auschwitz 
concentration camp, this was a most informative tour and 
very well explained by our guide. From there we went 
to Birkenau, a similar camp, again our guide gave us a 
thorough explanation of all that happened there.
     We also had a guided tour of the Salt Mines at 
Wieliczka. This tour took us down to a depth of 130 
metres underground. It was very interesting to see and 
understand the conditions under which the miners toiled 
during the life of the mine. This mine is now a tourist 
attraction, hosting guided tours on a daily basis. 

     It is a magnificent 
underground 
structure which 
has a large church 
carved into the 
salt rock. All of the 
statues therein are 
carved from this rock 
and includes one 
of Pope John Paul II 
who was born and reared near Krakow.
     The guide also took us on walking tours through the 
city which included visits to Wawel Cathedral, Sigismonds 
Bell and the Royal Tombs, all very interesting structures.
There was also some free time for us to wander through 
the city at leisure, for shopping etc.
     All in all it was a short but very enjoyable and 
enlightening break and everyone agreed it was well 
worth the effort and money. Well done to the GSRMA for 
securing this deal with the Travel Department.

GSRMA SPRING BREAK IN TRALEE
Pictured are some GSRMA members who 
travelled to Tralee and formed a choir to sing 
at the Mass for Golden Jubilee Group.

Back Row (l-r): Nicky Roche, Dennis O Callaghan, 
Joe Brennan, Jimm Cuddy and Vincent McGuire; 
Middle Row (l-r): Mary Roche, Maura Walsh, 
Mary Devine, Carmel Crowley, Maureen Reilly 
and Brigid Mulligan; Front Row (l-r): Fintan 
Duggan, Anne Walsh, Maureen O Reilly, Marion 
Twomey, Michael Holohan, Carmel Shaughnessy, 
Ann Fenton and Emer Doyle.

SEVEN DAYS IN DUBROVNIK
GSRMA Member Denis O’Callaghan, 
Limerick City Branch, outlines their 
memorable seven-day trip to the 
Croatian capital of Dubrovnik, where 
he says many new friendships were 
made. The group is now looking 
forward to the next trip to Sorrento.

Day 1: Upon arrival to Dubrovnik on 
24 April we were met by our guide, 
Suzanna, who gave a brief introduction to the area we 
were staying. After check-in at Hotel Tirena, we had a 
welcome drink, and we spent the rest of the afternoon 
at our leisure and exploring the area. The hotel staff were 
very helpful.
Day 2: We set off on a walking tour with Suzanna to 
explore Dubrovnik’s old city, which included entrance to 
the Franciscan monastery and the city cathedral.   
Day 3: We headed off to Korcula – one of Croatia’s 
beautiful islands – travelling by coach to Orebic, on the 

scenic Peljesac Peninsula, and then 
continued to Korcula by boat. Upon 
arrival, our very informative and helpful 
guide took us on a walking tour of the 
old town. 
Day 4: A group of us took the local bus 
to another town called Cavtat – another 
scenic harbour town where we enjoyed a 
‘loop’ walk around the town. 
Day 5: A day to relax or an optional tour 
to Mostar. As it was a very warm day, 

some people just relaxed by the pool or strolled along the 
local beach.
Day 6: We headed off for a full-day trip to the spectacular 
Elaphite islands of Sipan and Lopud. We we had lunch on 
board with local entertainment, where group members 
sang many Irish traditional songs. Definitely a trip to 
remember.
Day 7: Optional trip to Medjugorje. Unfortunately, the 
weather was not in our favour as it rained for most of the 
day, but it did not deter from the trip.

OTHER RECENT EXCURSIONS.....



IRELAND MEDAL AWARD
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The Ireland Medal is awarded annually to an Irish 
person or organisation or to a person of Irish descent 

in recognition of an exceptional contribution to saving 
lives from drowning.
    This year the award was presented to Commodore 
Hugh Tully in recognition of the Irish Naval Service 
permanent role as an on-scene co-ordinator in deep sea 
search and rescue lifesaving operations and its recent 
humanitarian rescuer role in the Mediterranean Sea. 
    Commodore Tully spoke with pride as he accepted 
the Ireland Medal on behalf of the men and women of 
the Irish Naval Service. Held at the Irish Naval Base in 
Haulbowline on 22 April, the ceremony was organised 
under the stewardship of Brendan Donohoe and John 
Connolly, chairman and secretary of The Lifesaving 
Foundation. 
    The Ireland Medal citation was read by Patricia 
Wilcox (South Africa) 2010 Ireland Medal recipient. The 
presentation was made by Larry O’Brien, a survivor of ‘MS 
Herald of Free Enterprise’ Car Ferry which capsized in the 
Belgian port of Zeebrugge on 6 March 1987, killing 193 

Pictured at the presentation of the 2016 Ireland Medal to 
the Irish Naval Service (l-r): Brendan Donohoe, Chairman 
of the Lifesaving Foundation; Michael Lewis, Chairman 
of GSRMA Cork City Branch; Garda Supt Charlie Barry, 
Togher, Cork; Commodore Hugh Tully, Tim Bowe, 
Secretary of GSRMA Cork City Branch; and John Connolly, 
Secretary of the Lifesaving Foundation. (Photo courtesy of 
Irish Naval Service)

NAVY NETS 
IRELAND MEDAL

The Irish Naval Base at Haulbowline, Co. Cork was the perfect setting for the recent 
presentation of the Lifesaving Foundation’s 2016 Ireland Medal to the Irish Naval Service, 
writes Tim Bowe, Secretary of Cork City Branch. 

Recipients of the Ireland Medal: 
2003: An Garda Síochána
2004: Surgeon Admiral Frank Golden OBE
2005: Prof John Pearn (Australia)
2006: Garda Commissioner Eamon Doherty
2007: Foyle Search & Rescue
2008: Chief Justice Terence Higgins
2009: Dublin Fire Brigade
2010: Mrs Patricia Wilcox (South Africa); 
2011: Prof Linda Quan MD; 
2012: John Connolly, Irish Lifesaving Foundation; 
2013: Prof Stephen Langendorfer (USA); 
2014: Dr Kevin Moran, PhD
2015: John Long (UK)
2016: Irish Naval Service

passengers and crew.
    Garda Supt Charlie Barry, Togher, Cork said An Garda 
Síochána acknowledged the outstanding humanitarian 
achievement of the Irish Naval Service in performing 
rescue and recovery operations throughout the world. 
    “They were responsible for saving over 10,000 lives 
from drowning. We are all aware of the feeling of great 
joy when lives are saved but there is great sadness when a 
rescue operation becomes a recovery mission,” he noted.
    I was accompanied by GSRMA Cork City Branch 
chairman Michael Lewis, and on behalf of the GSRMA, I 
congratulated the Irish Naval Service on their outstanding 
commitment to lifesaving. I noted those retired Gardaí 
who were involved in rescuing people from drownings. 
Some GSRMA members had also worked jointly on 
missions with the Irish Naval Service.  
    Meanwhile, 2015 Ireland Medal recipient John Long, 
International Director on the board of the Lifesaving 
Foundation, who travelled from Warwickshire UK, has 
given 18 years as Commonwealth Secretary of the Royal 
Lifesaving Society. 
    He outlined that their motto was ‘Whoever you see in 
distress, recognise in them a fellow human being’. The 
Irish Naval Service has certainly done that in abundance 
on their patrol missions.



Síocháin   93

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Osteoarthritis of the hip joint – a condition 
that leads to gradual disablement of the 
joint which eventually may require surgery in 
the form of a hip replacement – affects older 
adults most commonly. However, many more 
young adults nowadays are experiencing 
osteoarthritis in the hip joint, according to 
registered physical therapist Tomás Ryan.

Osteoarthritis involves a ‘pothole effect’ developing 
in the cartilage that covers the opposing bones in 

the hip joint. The pothole exposes the subchondral bone 
causing painful restriction of simple movements like 
walking, standing and sitting. 

Factors that contribute to osteoarthritis of the hip:
• Being overweight.
• Heavy manual occupational job requirements.
• Previous surgery to the hip joint such as a labral injury 

repair or femoral-acetabular impingement syndrome 
repair, which result in repetitive micro-damage and 
degeneration, are major risk factors for development 
of later stage hip osteoarthritis.    

• Uneven alignment of the pelvis due to a poorly 
performing Glute Medius and Gluteal Minimis 
muscles of the hip. If the aforementioned muscles are 
weak then the femoral head of the hip joint is poorly 
drawn into the receiving acetabulum socket of the hip 
joint, highlighting a loss of compression and stability, 
leading to abnormal wearing and degeneration over 
time.

Symptoms of osteoarthritis of the hip:
• Pain in the groin and front of the thigh, outside area 

of the hip and the knee.
• In some patients the knee pain can be so severe that 

the hip symptoms are overlooked.
• Initially there is pain with activity which progresses to 

pain at night and pain with rest.
• Pain symptoms in the initial stages can disappear for a 

period of months before returning at a later stage.
• Pain increases with walking and is eased by rest.

• In more 
severe 
cases there 
is stiffness 
with an 
inability 
to reach 
down to 
tie shoe 
laces.

• Stiffness 
can be 
felt when 
getting 
out of bed 
or sitting 
for long 
durations.

• Patient 
walks with 
a limp

• Lower 
back 
pain due to a load on the spine to compensate for 
restrictions in the hip joint movement.

DIAGNOSING OSTEOARTHRITIS 
A diagnosis of osteoarthritis of the hip will be based on 
the patient presenting symptoms and an examination 
of the restricted joint movement by the physiotherapist, 
coupled with x-ray findings. 
    In cases of relatively mild hip osteoarthritis, the goal 
of treatment is to maintain hip range of movement, 
strengthen the deep hip stabiliser muscles, namely the 
Gluteal Medius and Minimis. 
    Decreasing the load on the hip joint, by using a walking 
stick on ‘the non-affected side’, can reduce the painful 
compressive force on the weaker hip.

Tomás Ryan, BSc.AHS, Ph.Th. MIAPT, is a Registered 
Physical Therapist with The Irish Association of Physical 
Therapy (MIAPT) and is based in Thurles. His contact 
number is 0504-26672 or email 
tomaspryan@gmail.com 

DO YOU HAVE AN 
OSTEOARTHRITIC 

HIP?
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GSRMA Pen

GSRMA MEMORABILIA

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 
 

6 

   
0 6 0 

PHOTO 
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Produced by Home Instead Senior Care with 
support from Age Action and other ageing 

charities, this guidebook contains 120 pages and 
has been in production for almost ten years. 
     It is well regarded by family carers and 
healthcare professionals dealing with older 
people, and has the support of the Department 
of Health and the Minister for State for Older 
People, Helen McEntee TD.
     The first section of the guidebook, which 
deals with Financial Allowances and 
Entitlements for older and retired people, 
details the State Pension Contributory and Non-
Contributory rates. 
     It also provides information on extra benefits 
such as the living alone allowance, medical cards, 
the household benefits package and fuel allowance. 
     It then goes on to consider Tax Relief that can be 
obtained on the cost of employing a carer and providing 
home nursing where a family member suffers from serious 
illness. This section deals with Family Finances in a very 
comprehensive manner.
     The Diet and Nutrition section contains practical 
information on how a healthy diet can result in the older 
person enjoying a more active and healthier lifestyle. 
Food combinations are suggested that would improve 
the nutritional value of the food being consumed by the 
person which could result in overall health improvements.
     The Fitness and Wellbeing section sets out a 
programme of fitness exercises for seniors with a view to 
keeping the body active and preventing frailty. 
     While the purpose of the exercises is to provide 
strength and mobility, the aim of the programme is 
to achieve this by way of simple exercises that are 
pleasurable and enjoyable.

WHERE THERE’S A WILL
The section on Technology encourages the older people 
to embrace modern technology not only for the purpose 
of accessing valuable information, but also as a means of 

SENIOR CITIZENS’ GUIDEBOOK

SUPPORTS FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 

The latest edition of ‘The Senior Citizen and Family Carer: The Essential Guidebook’ is 
now available and should prove to be a valuable asset for GSRMA members, according to 
solicitor Joe Ward, who is a member of the GSRMA Central Committee. Here he details the 
various sections contained within this comprehensive directory of support services.

keeping in touch with family members and loved ones far 
away. Details of programmes run by Age Action, which 
provides training on computers, the internet and mobile 
phones for persons over 55 years are provided.
     The section on Legal Information for older persons 
is well covered in the Guidebook. It commences with 
the making of a valid will and progresses on to deal with 
Power of Attorney and Wards of Court. The provisions of 
the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act, 2015, which 
puts in place several new support structures to assist 
vulnerable persons who are experiencing difficulties with 
decision making, is discussed in detail.
     Other topics considered include Support for Older 
People in the Community, Safety in the Home and 
Advice on Making Arrangements for the Expected 
Death of an older member of the family.
     ‘The Senior Citizen and Family Carer: The Essential 
Guidebook’ should prove to be a valuable asset for any 
member of the GSRMA. The guidebook is available free of 
charge online or through libraries, GP surgeries, chemists 
and from your local Home Care Office. 
     A hard copy of the guidebook can also be obtained, 
free of charge, through the post by emailing 
info@homeinstead.ie or calling the information line on 
1890 989 755.



OBITUARIES

Born in 1941 in Cappoquin, Co. 
Waterford where his father, Garda John 
O’Mahoney (Reg. No. 2294) was based, 
Barry was less than a year old when his 
Dad was transferred to Kilkenny City and 
consequently Barry considered himself a 
Kilkenny man.  
     He was involved with the local St 
Mary’s Choral Society, St John’s Dramatic 
Society and was also a member of the 
Cathedral choir. He was a good athlete 
and basketball player for which he won 
several medals.  
     After completing his education 
at Kilkenny CBS, he gained valuable 
experience working in Paul’s Drapery 
Department Store, High Street Kilkenny 
before joining An Garda Síochána in 1961.
     His first allocation took him to 
Blackrock Garda Station and later served 
at Mountjoy, Cabra and Dublin Castle.  In 
October 1964, a young nurse, Ena from 
Mercer’s Hospital, Dublin, was invited by 
a friend who was stationed in Cabra to a 
party and was introduced to Barry.  
     They later met again at a Polio dance 
in Cleary’s where romance blossomed and 
survived a separation of one year when 
Ena decided to go to the USA after getting 
engaged.   The couple married on 20 July 
1968 and reared a family of three: Fergal, 
Deirdre and Shane.
     Barry was promoted Sergeant in 1978 
and later appointed Detective Sergeant 
serving in Special Branch at Dublin Castle.  

He retired from Harcourt Street on 1 
July 1996.  After retirement he enjoyed 
working for a number of years as a clerical 
officer for An Post.
     Barry had a great love for singing and 
was one of the founder members of the 
Dublin Garda Choir.  He was one of the 
soloists in the choir that travelled on many 
international tours to USA, Germany 
and the United Kingdom.   In his leisure 
time, he loved playing a game of golf at 
Forrest Little Golf Club and with the Garda 
Golfing Societies. He enjoyed a few bets 
on the Horses and was a great supporter 
of the Kilkenny hurling team.  He was 
an avid reader of historical and detective 
novels.
     It was a huge shock for Ena on 
the occasion of their 48th wedding 
anniversary when her beloved husband 
died (suddenly) at home. He is sadly 
missed by Ena, Fergal, Deirdre, Shane, 
Son-In-Law: Brian; Daughter-In-Law: 
Severina; Grandchildren: Cian, Cayden, 
Fionn, Daniel, Brother: Kyran, Sisters in 
law, relatives and a large circle of friends.  
     Ena and the O’Mahoney families wish 
to thank sincerely the serving and retired 
Gardai for their support following Barry’s 
death and all those who attended the 
funeral or sent  Mass Cards and messages  
of sympathy.

May He Rest in Peace.
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PATRICK BERNARD 
(BARRY) O’ MAHONEY
Glasnevin,
Dublin 11.
Birthplace:
Cappoquin, Co. Waterford.
Rank: D/Sergeant
Reg. No.: 14791E
Date of Death: 
20 July 2016

JOHN HEGARTY
St Assam’s Park, 
Raheny, 
Dublin 5.
Birthplace:
Belmullet, Co Mayo
Rank: D/Sergeant
Reg No.: 15502M
Date of Death: 
31 October 2016

John was born on 4 November 1940, 
one of six children. He went to school in 
Belmullet and on completion of secondary 
education, he gained employment with 
An Foras Talúntais in Glenamoy. 
     He joined An Garda Siochana in 1964 
and, after training, was assigned to Tuam 
Station, and later to Ballinasloe and 
Clontarf, before finally moving to SDU 
where he spent most of his career before 
he retired. 
     While his father was was ill in Castlebar 
Hospital, John met his future wife, and 
Louisburgh native, Margaret Kilcoyne. 
She was a nurse who was caring for his 
father until his untimely passing. John 
and Margaret married in 1967 and set up 
home at Raheny, Dublin. 

John was known to have a keen sense of 
humour and to be fair and principled. 
     He was a natural sportsman and ran 
several marathons, including Dublin, 
Cork and London. He also represented 
An Garda Siochána in athletics at the 
World Police & Fire Games in Memphis, 
Tennessee. In his later years, John was a 
keen golfer. He enjoyed watching rugby, 
soccer and Gaelic games. 
     Following his retirement, John and 
Margaret travelled much of the world, 
which he greatly enjoyed. When his health 
began to decline, he bore it with great 
dignity, surrounded by his family. 
     Margaret and their children – David, 
Rachel and Shane – were very moved by 
the number of John’s former colleagues 
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who came to pay their respects. 
     They wish to thank the many serving 
and retired members of An Garda 
Síochána for the help and support given 

to them during John’s illness and at his 
funeral. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

JOSEPH SHARRY
Newcastle Lyons
Dublin 22
Birthplace:
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg No.: 16315E
Date of Death:
27 October 2016

Joe was born in Mullingar Co. Westmeath 
in 1944 and educated in St Mary’s College. 
He took a keen interest in sport and was 
very active in organising a hurling team for 
his hometown of Cullenmore. 
     In 1964 he left for England to train as 
a psychiatric nurse where he met his wife 
Bernie who was also a trainee nurse. He 
always had an ambition to join An Garda 
Síochána and returned to Ireland on 20 
September, to commence his training in 
Templemore.
     His first station after his training in 
Templemore was Harcourt Terrace Garda 
Station. He married Bernie in 1969 and 
they moved to live in Newcastle, Co. 
Dublin. In 1972, he joined the Special 
Branch Detective Unit (SDU). 
     It was whilst in the SDU he met 
groups from the Angling and Clay Target 
Shooting clubs. Joe was a keen fisherman 
and enjoyed introducing people to his 
home lakes of Owel, Ennell and Lough 
Derravanagh. 
     He also travelled to the West of 
Ireland to fish Loughs Melvin, Mask, 
Corrib and Arrow. Joe was Honorary 
Treasurer of An Garda Salmon and Trout 
Anglers for over 25 years. He fished the 
Garda Championships on Lough Conn 
for over 30 years and won several Garda 

competitions.
     Joe was a founder member of An 
Garda Síochána Clay club and was 
chairman and ambassador of it for over 
20 years. He travelled all over the world 
to the World Police and Fire Games from 
1997 to Calgary in Canada to Indianapolis, 
Stockholm, Barcelona, Quebec, Adelaide, 
Vancouver, New York and to Belfast in 
2013, taking home medals and many 
stories. His proudest moment was when he 
won individual gold in New York outright.
     Joe was reported to be very friendly, 
helpful and welcoming to new members 
and had time to talk and give advice to 
everyone.
     Joe took ill in May 2015 and was 
admitted to Tallaght Hospital where he 
was treated in the Oncology Unit. He was 
later transferred to Our Lady’s Hospice in 
Harold’s Cross. Sadly, Joe passed away on 
27 October 2016.
     I would like to thank all the medical 
staff that looked after Joe during his 
illness and also his friends, colleagues 
and neighbours who called to see him. 
A special thanks to all serving and retired 
members of the force who attended Joe’s 
funeral and sent messages of sympathy.

May He Rest in Peace.

LIAM HOARE
Mulpit
Athenry, Co. Galway
Birthplace:
Ventry, Co Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 09234G
Date of Death:
5 January 2017

Born in Ventry, Co. Kerry on 17 January 
1922, Liam Hoare joined the Irish Army 
on the 18 October 1939 and during the 
Second World War was attached to The 
Marine & Coast Watching Service. 
     His duty was to report on passing 
ships, aircraft movement or anything 
of a suspicious nature. On 2 June 1943 
he was discharged from the army and 
the following day he joined the Garda 
Síochána and took up his first duty in 
Moycullen, Co Galway. His registration 
number was 9234.
     In March 1946 he was transferred to 
Leenane Co Galway and while there met 
his first wife Noreen Hunt and they were 
married in Dublin on 16 April 1947. He 
had five children Mary, Michael, Eileen, 

Seamus, and Sean. That year he was 
transferred to Co Donegal and served in 
Carrick, Falcarragh, Bundoran and Castlefin 
before being transferred back to Co 
Galway in July 1959. (While in Falcarragh 
he was promoted to rank of sergeant).
     He served six years in Inverin before 
being transferred back to Moycullen (his 
first station) where he replaced his first 
Sergeant, Harry Croften. In April 1969 
Moycullen was reduced to a ‘one-man 
station so he was transferred for the last 
time to Athenry Co Galway. 
     He retired there on 16 January 1985. 
While in Athenry his first wife Noreen 
died on 13 June 1982 (RIP). His son 
Michael who joined the Garda Siochana in 
August 1969 and retired with the rank of 
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MICHAEL KELLY
Ardmore Park
Bray, Co. Wicklow
Birthplace:
Cúil Aodha, Cork
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg No.: 17375D
Date of Death:
19 November 2016

Mick was born in Cúil Aodha, in the 
Muscraí Gaeltacht area of County Cork. 
He attended Scoil Barr D’Ínse followed 
by Coláiste Íosagáin in Baile Bhuirne. 
His summer holidays as a teenager were 
spent working in London and New York, 
before he joined An Garda Síochána in 
1969.
     Mick’s first station was Bray, where he 
spent two years before he was appointed 
Detective Garda. He was then assigned to 
Dublin Castle and Harcourt Square shortly 
after. 
     Detective Garda Mick Kelly served 32 
distinguished years in An Garda Síochána 
– 30 of these years were spent with the 
Special Detective Unit. He spent the 
last four and a half years’ of his career 
on assignment at Leinster House and 
the adjacent Government Buildings. He 
retired in April 2001.
     Mick’s sense of duty prevailed and 
retirement did not stop him as he 
continued to work for an Embassy in 
Dublin for a number of years after, before 
proceeding on to become a taxi driver.

     Mick met his wife Anne, while 
stationed in Bray. They married in 1974 
and went on to have two daughters. 
Mick was a great family man, with 
endless patience and time for everyone. 
He may have left Cúil Aodha in 1969, but 
his family home in this area was forever 
close to his heart. He chose to return 
here, as his final resting place, where his 
extended family are mostly located.
     In his free time Mick loved to play 
cards, lawn bowls, cycling and walking. 
He enjoyed music and technology, always 
staying a step ahead of the curve in this 
respect. Following his cancer diagnosis in 
late 2014 he died peacefully in November 
2016 at the Blackrock Hospice.
     His wife Anne, together with his 
children Jean and Caroline, sons-in-law 
and grandchildren wish to sincerely thank 
all who attended Mick’s funeral and 
those who sent cards and messages of 
sympathy. They were greatly appreciated.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dilis.

Superintendent sadly passed away on 9 
January 2012. (RIP).
     On 8 July 1985 he married Evelyn 
McCann from Lisburn, Co. Antrim and 
went to live there until Evelyn retired in 
August 1997. They then came back to 
live in Athenry. 
Following his retirement Liam enjoyed 
travelling the world with his wife Evelyn 
and took on the project of tracing 
both sides of his family tree, had his 
work bound and printed in hard back 
copies which he proudly presented to 
all members of his family. After a short 

illness Liam sadly passed away peacefully 
on 5 January 2017 in University Hospital 
Galway.
     His extended family would like to 
thank all serving and retired members of 
the Garda Síochána and all those who 
came from all parts of the country to 
attend the funeral and sent sympathy 
letters and Mass cards, and also the 
Garda Escort who accompanied the 
funeral to Church and graveyard.

May He Rest in Peace.

As part of the special issue of commemorative stamps to commemorate 
events of 1916 by An Post, one such stamp of interest is the one depicting 
the first casualty of the Easter Rising. 
     At 12 noon on 24 April 1916 Constable James O’Brien of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police was shot dead at the gates of Dublin Castle by Sean 
Connolly (then a captain in the Dublin Citizens Army). At the time of his 
death Constable O’Brien (48) was a single man and a native of Kilfergus, 
Glin, Co. Limerick.

POLICE CASUALTIES IN IRELAND DURING EASTER WEEK 1916
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PÁRAIC CASSELLS 
Knockmitten
Naas Road
Dublin 12
Birthplace:
Dublin
Rank: Staff Sergeant
Reg No.: 10170B
Date of Death:
1 December 2015

NUALA BOYLE 
Birthplace:
Drumcondra, 
Dublin 9.
Date of Death: 
13 February 2017

Nuala Boyle was wife of the late D/S 
Maurice Boyle (15502M) who spent his 
Garda career in Dublin, serving in the 
Bridewell and then the Technical Bureau 
in the Fingerprint Section.  
     Maurice and Nuala met in the National 
Ballroom, as so many couples did in those 
days and were married in 1964. They 
were devoted to each other throughout 

their 50-year marriage and Nuala cared 
for Maurice wonderfully well during his 
long illness.
     They are sadly missed by their loving 
children Catherine, Gina, Fionnuala, 
Joanne and Raymond and ten cherished 
grandchildren.

May They both Rest in Peace.

Born in Dublin on 17 August 1931 to 
Leitrim parents, Páraic was the eldest 
of six children who settled in the 
Knockmitten area of Clondalkin, West 
Dublin. He joined An Garda Síochána in 
1952, training in the depot in the Phoenix 
Park.
     His first posting was to Pearse Street 
Station where he remained until 1962. 
He moved briefly to Kevin Street Station 
and following promotion, to Mountjoy 
Station. In 1963 he moved to Chapelizod 
Station and then to Ballyfermot Station 
in 1970, where he remained as Staff 
Sergeant until his retirement in 1988. 
     Páraic was a people person by 
nature and within a few years of joining 
the force he moved to point duty on 
O’Connell Bridge South, which afforded 
him the opportunity to interact and 
meet with people from all walks of life, 
something he thoroughly enjoyed and 
recalled frequently. 
     He was also perfectly suited to his 
role as Staff Sergeant, involving as it did 
a lot of communication and interaction 
with colleagues. He revelled in the 
camaraderie of An Garda Síochána, from 
his first days in the depot right through 
to his retirement and beyond, remaining 
in touch with many past colleagues and 
friends from the job. 
     Music played a large part of his 
life and he was a fine musician, with 
a great love for all forms of music but 
especially Irish traditional music. He was 
an accomplished button box accordion 
player and entertained at many dances 
and parties in his youth.

     GAA was his main sporting interest 
and he loved nothing better than 
attending football and hurling matches 
in Croke Park, irrespective of what 
teams were playing. The underdog was 
generally always supported and a draw 
was the preferred outcome as it provided 
another day out.  
     He had a broad range of other 
interests spanning politics, history, 
genealogy as well as the Irish language, 
especially place names. His general 
knowledge, mixed with his natural 
wit, made him a renowned and most 
enjoyable story teller. He also was a keen 
market gardener, growing quality fruit 
and vegetables.  
     Páraic married May McManus from 
Sligo in 1964 and after a brief spell in 
Chapelizod they settled in Knockmitten 
Clondalkin, close to Páraic’s original 
home. They had four children - Peter, 
Mary, Geraldine and Patrick. He was a 
loving and devoted husband, father and 
grandfather. 
     He died on 1 December 2015. His 
family would like to thank many ex-
colleagues and friends from An Garda 
Síochána who visited the family home, 
attended the funeral in Mount Argus or 
sent their condolences.  
     His positive outlook, charming 
disposition, entertaining stories and 
above all his sense of fun and enjoyment 
in life are fondly remembered and greatly 
missed by those who knew him.   

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.
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WILLIAM (WILLIE) LAWLOR
Castlelands
Balbriggan, 
Co. Dublin
Birthplace:
Killeacle, 
Ardfert, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 20128F
Date of Death:
12 July 2016
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On 12 July 2016, the family and siblings 
were saddened at the untimely death 
of retired Sergeant William Lawlor, 
Castlelands, Balbriggan. He was 61 yrs. 
Known as Willie, he joined an Garda 
Síochána in 1975 and on completion of 
his training was posted to Dundalk and 
from there to Drogheda and Balbriggan.  
On promotion to Sergeant he served 
some time in Cavan before returning to 
the Louth/Meath Traffic Dept. He retired 
from the Garda in 2005.
     In 2014 he suffered a brain tumour 
that necessitated surgery. He continued to 
receive treatment and regular check-ups 
during 2015 and all was well.  In April he 
suffered a reoccurrence of the tumour 
and despite further treatment the outlook 
was bleak. He stayed at his home right to 
his final days, looked after by his loving 
wife Mary, daughters Sandra and Jennifer, 
sons John, Brendan and Christopher and 
more importantly the care staff who were 
at his side day and night up to the end. 
That is what he loved, to be at home with 
his adoring family.
     Mary and the extended family wish to 
thank several groups and individuals. The 
wonderful and exceptional friends and 
neighbours from Castlelands and other 

areas of Balbriggan who gave of their 
time to help with the family during this 
sad time.   
     All retired members from Balbriggan 
and other areas in Louth/Meath 
who called to their home and more 
importantly who provided a Guard of 
Honour at the removal from his home 
to St. Peter’s church, Balbriggan for his 
funeral mass.  A sincere and heartfelt 
THANK YOU for this amazing turnout.
     The retired members from his brother 
Kevin’s station in Mill Street, Galway and 
retired members from Tralee, Co. Kerry 
and friends and neighbours in Ardfert, 
who travelled the long journey for his 
funeral ceremony. 
     A sincere and grateful thanks and 
appreciation to the Superintendent in 
Balbriggan who arranged members 
for Willie’s funeral, both at the church 
and along the route to the cemetery at 
Balrothery, his final resting place. This was 
immensely appreciated.
     To people in Balbriggan he was known 
as Willie, to his family and friends in Kerry 
he was known as Tony.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam Dílis.

Barry Feeney (16697K) Pearse Street March 1967 to 
August 1977, was attached to the Traffic Department in 
Dublin Castle as a motor cyclist from 1969 to 1977. He 
was promoted and sent to the Garda Training Centre in 
Templemore. He occupied Room 20 in Pearse Street until 
his marriage in April 1970. 
     Here he recalls the confrontation between the Gardaí 
and demonstrators involved in the Housing Action 
Committees, Student Unions etc during the 1970s.
     “One of the leaders of the Student’s Union in Trinity 
College was John Feeney, who was a first cousin of mine. 
John became a reporter with the Evening Herald, and was 
killed in a plane crash in the South of England, along with 
Kevin Marron who was the Editor of the Sunday World,” 
recalls Barry Feeney. 
     “Inspector Ned Flaherty from the Traffic Department 
was the senior officer at a student demonstration at the 
gates of Trinity College. I was beside the inspector holding 
a megaphone for him. The students sat down on the road 
blocking all traffic. The inspector took the megaphone 
from me and informed the students that they would be 
arrested if they did not leave the area.

     “The Gardaí 
moved in to remove 
the demonstrators, 
and Flaherty told 
me to arrest Feeney. 
I grabbed John 
and ran him to 
O’Connell Bridge, 
and told him to 
stay running (with a 
helpful boot to his 
behind). I went back 
to the Inspector 
and told him that 
Feeney had been 
taken off me by his 
friends.
     “About a week 
later I was called to the Inspector’s Office, and Flaherty 
passed the following remark to me with a smile on his 
face: ‘I have often heard the saying that blood is thicker 
than water, and now I believe it’.”

BLOOD IS THICKER THAN WATER, by Barry Feeney, GSRMA Templemore Branch.
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The Ideal Garda 
Submitted by Dermot Dywer, Cork City Branch

His back is straight, his head erect, his shoulders square and strong;
When he’s around, you may be sure, there’s little will go wrong.

He’s shaven clean, his hair is trimmed, he’s always neatly dressed;
His footwear really glitters, and his pants are neatly pressed.

He always gets things done on time; he’s never, never late;
His middle name is Modesty – he never heard of hate.

He studies much and listens well, and seldom makes comment;
He’s sweet of temper, rich in grace, and always seems content.

He’s brief, concise and legible in writing a report;
And it’s treat to hear him give his evidence in Court.

His dealings with the public are with tolerance and tact;
When speaking he consistently confines himself to fact.

A mine of information, and in truth it may be said,
He doesn’t have to write it down – he’s got it in his head.

The Guide, the Code, the circulars; the gents behind the bars,
The special weekly Supplement, the list of stolen cars.

The horde of travelling criminals, the local V.I.P’s,
The doctors, vets and clergymen – suspicious absentees.

And in the great promotion race, he’s not obsessed by pride;
When others wish to pass him out he meekly stands aside.

He’s one of nature’s gentlemen, this member strong and tall;
A paragon of virtue – an example for us all.

I owe this man my gratitude; to him I feel in debt;
And though I’ve sought him many years, I haven’t met him yet.

Templemore 
By Michael Craddock, Thurles Branch

This is about a girl from Kerry
Who is ever so gay and merry
Last year to London she came
Now tell me do you know her name.

All day long she pulls out teeth
This girl is ever so sweet
At a dance one night her I did see
Later we sat side by side on the settee 

And when she kissed me good night
I was ever so filled with delight
But on my very next date
She kept me out ever so late

Breda is her sweet name
She sure is a pretty little dame
From day to day I miss her more and more
While I am here in Templemore

But the 10th of June will be a happy day
Now June is not too far away
This is the only girl I love
She will always be my little dove

Ode to Maire
Submitted by Harry Keegan

The happy memories we have of you
Those thirty years they were so few
The joy you brought into our lives
I still can see those laughing eyes

I still can see you running round
Your gay abandon so profound
Your love of life and simple things
Your hopes and dreams eternal springs

We think of you most every day
The sadness of that time in May
When underneath that chestnut tree 
You passed into eternity

And now we know you are at peace
But still those memories never cease
Those times of joy and fun and jest 
To you dear Maire, eternal rest.

(The Keegan family still have fond and loving memories 
of their late daughter Maire who died aged 30 on 9 May 
2002. They still dearly miss her, especially her truly 
great friend, her twin sister Meadhbh).



An Ode to Weights & Measures
By Gerard Byrne 

This poem harks back to a time of pounds, shillings and pence 
when LSD was the money and not an offence. Imperial measures 
had odd quirks and jumps. Retail goods weren’t pre-packaged. They 
were bought in bulk and measured at the point of sale. So loose 
flower, butter or sugar would be weighed as would the sweets from 
the jar into the paper bag containing a quarter. 
     Petrol pumps and pint glasses were used to ensure the correct 
volume was dispensed. The brass yard on the counter would 
measure the cloth in a milliners or chain or baling twine in a 
hardware store. Cattle or grain would be measured on a weigh-
bridge. 
     All the aforementioned would have to be verified by the 
inspector of Weights & Measures as being a full and true. And 
this is what Bill Byrne did for over a quarter of a century. On the 
subject of pints, pounds or yards in North Kerry and in Kildare, Bill 
Byrne’s word was law.

A dozen inches makes a foot
Just three of which will stretch a yard
A score and two you’ve got a chain
Repeat ten, a furlong; it’s not that hard.
Times two, times two, times two - a mile 
All this this made sense to the old guard.

Seven thousand grains of barley
Together make the imperial pound
Comprising ounces two squared squared
And making stones where 14 found.
A hundredweight, despite the name
Compounding a century plus a bonus dozen 
And twenty times to reach a ton 
Imperial measure consistency doesn’t.

For volume, the gill is the unit to treasure 
Five fluid ounces being the customary measure.
The Irish dispense quarter gill of fine whiskey 
The English, meager sixth, will leave you less frisky.
Four gills to the pint and two pints to the quart 
Or eight to the gallon, if you favour that sort.

Uncle Sam mucked it up with his oddly sized gallon 
Sixteen fluid ounces instead of our twenty.
With the King’s finest measures he played hanky panky 
Perhaps avoirdupois was too French for the Yankee.

Imperial measures are fit for a king
In name and in number a most pleasant thing.
You can take all your metric with its neat powers of ten 
For Boneparte’s system is lacking in zen.
The pound and the pint and the foot are eternal and that 
Système International d’Unités is infernal.

In memory of my dad, William C. Byrne (b. August 1933, d. April 2017), Ex-Officio Inspector of Weights 
& Measures; [Member: 10732H]. He served in Union Quay (Cork), Kevin St (Dublin), Skreeny and 
Drumkeeran (Leitrim), Collooney (Sligo), Listowel (Kerry) and Naas (Kildare). 1969-1981: Listowel, 
Co. Kerry; 1981-1993: Naas, Co. Kildare

POETRY CORNER

Síocháin   113



POETRY CORNER

Síocháin   115

In the Kitchen Garden
Submitted by Patrick Daly, Cork City Branch

Here are no boundary walls
Of weathered stone,
With lichen, moss and ivy
Overgrown;
Like those recalled
From other times and places;
Sunlit, sweetly-scented
Sheltered spaces.

No green shoots thrusting
From the ground
Or cherry blossoms
Floating softly down.
Birds are silent,
Folded in the trees;
Pealing bells are muffled
By the breeze.

This is not a pleasant day
In May or June
But a cold and dreary
Winter afternoon;
Spills of rain are falling,
Damp and chill;
Storm clouds are massed
On every hill.

Still, in this Kitchen Garden
Where the sweet
And precious moments pass
On hurrying feet,
A seed that was sown
Some years ago,
Blossoms: edelweiss in the snow.

Springtime 

Submitted by Michael Brady, Mullingar Branch

Each season has compensations
On this we will agree
But springtime is the special one
That means so much to me

Winter’s wet and dreary blanket
Is rolled back from vale and hill
To unveil once more earth’s beauty
And welcome again the daffodil

An earth that seemed so dead and hopeless
Just like Lazarus long ago
Blossoms forth in all its splendour
And dissipates the winters snow

Plants awaken from their slumber
Buds appear upon the trees
Mother earth again is smiling
Much less chill in the evening breeze

The blackbird thrush and red breast robin
Are hopping once more in the hedgerow
In the rookery nest-building has started
We hear the caw of the busy crow

Creatures awaken from hibernation
And peep out again in the morning sun
Animals having endured winters incarceration
Through lush green fields are now free to run

Mother earth is now waiting
For farmers to commence their toil
To plough, sow and plant their seedlings
That she will produce from their deep rich soil

Springtime has so many wonders
Nature must work overtime
Creating so much light and life and beauty
That warms our hearts in a way sublime
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• APRIL 1969 CLASS
April 1969 recruits pictured with training instructors at Templemore’s Garda Training Centre 48 years ago:
Front Row (l-r): John McCormack, Moss Denihan, Brian McGauren, Mark Nash, Noel Power, Pat Hyland and Peter Maguire.
Middle Row (l-r): Steve Dowling, Tony Byrne, Sgt Reggie Barrett, Sgt Brendan Quinn, Sgt Ned Sheppard, Garda McMahon, Brian 
Gannon and Jack Corbett.
Back Row (l-r): Ignatius Brennan, Tom Gavin, Noel O’Malley, Phil O’ Callaghan, Oliver Halpin, Terence McGovern, Pat Glynn, 
Eugene Mullaney, Garda Reynolds and Dan Haugh.
 (Photo courtesy of Steve Dowling, Cork City Branch)

• CASTLEBAR GARDA GOLF OPEN 1995 WINNERS 
The Castlebar Garda Open Golf Competition has been held at 
Castlebar Golf Club for the last 43 years. Padraig Corrigan has been 
the main organiser of the competition for all those years. 
Pictured are the winners of the competition in 1995:
Back Row (l-r): Malachy Burke, John Mahon, Noel Connell, John 
Garvin (Captain), Willie Feeley, Paddy O’Brien and Dave McHale; 
Front Row (l-r): Chris Casey Brendan Colton Pat McCool, Padraig 
Corrigan and Mick Lenehan.

• CAN YOU I.D. THESE GARDA MEMBERS ON UN 
MISSION?

We have been asked to try and establish the identities of the 
Garda members in this photograph who formed part of a UN 
mission in Cyprus in 1995. The other police members are from 
the Australian Federal Police. Replies to 
ken.brennan@suttonraod.com.au
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• FEBRUARY ‘A’ CLASS (1973)
Pictured are the new recruits from the 
February ‘A’ Class of 1973:
Back Row (l-r): G. McCarrick (Sligo);
 J. Healy (Kerry); E. Sweeney (Donegal); 
P. Begley (Clare); M. Cunniffe (Galway); 
M. Deasy (Cork); P. Boyce (Donegal);  
C. O’Gara (Sligo); M. Melvin (Sligo); 
G. Murphy (Mayo).
Middle Row (l-r): T. Horan (Mayo); 
M. Flynn (Leitrim); J. Gavin (Galway); P. 
Sheahan (Cork); M. Moran (Mayo); M. 
Hoban (Waterford); M. Conway (Mayo).
Front Row (l-r): M. Finnegan (Galway); 
P. Donohoe (Dublin); N. Leinster (Dublin); 
Sgt. P. Moss (Instructor); Sgt. P. Rogan 
(Instructor); P. McGee (Louth); P. Mahony 
(Sligo); H. McCready (Donegal). 
(Photo courtesy of Pat MacGee. Kildare 
North Branch)

• 1944 LISTOWEL STATION PARTY
This photograph was submitted by Noel Grimes (Park Road, 
Killarney) who is the boy dressed in the scouts uniform on the 
left while his brother, Donal, is on the right. Their father, Wm 
Grimes is centre, back row. The station party is as follows:
Front Row (l-r): Sgt J. Flynn, Supt Tom Mulcahy, Sgt Jim Givin 
and Sgt Tim O’Leary.
Second Row (l-r): Gardaí J. Maher, Garda Kielty, Jerry 
Sheehan and Jim Smith.
Third Row (l-r): Gardaí J. Breslin and D. O’Brien.
Back Row (l-r): Gardaí J. McGuinness, Wm Grimes and 
B. Scanlan.

 

• GARDA DEPOT PHOENIX PARK 1960
Pictured outside the Guard Room at the Garda Depot in the 
Phoenix Park Dublin on 25 Janurary 1960 were (l-r):    
Brian McCabe, Dan Murphy, PJ Kelly, Michael Hennessy, John 
Mimnagh, Paul Reynolds and Christy Harrington. 
(Photo submitted by Christy Harrington)

APOLOGIES - MICK REGEAN IS ALIVE AND WELL!

In an archive snapshot in the Spring issue of ‘Siochain’ of the 

Victorious 1964 Garda Hurling Team, by mistake we included 

RIP after Mick Regan. We apologise for this error. Mick is alive 

and well and a member of the GSRMA Dun Laoghaire Branch! 

We wish Mick continued good health and again apologise for 

this error.
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GOLD MEDAL SURFER OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to GSRMA Wexford Branch 
member John Hayes who has won the Gold IT 
Award at the Eir Open Silver Surfer Awards, in 
conjunction with Age Action, celebrating Older 
People and Technology.
     Sgt Hayes, who retired from Rosslare Strand 
Garda Station in Co. Wexford, in 1994, is a native 
of Rosscarbery in Co. Cork. After his national school 
days he assisted on the family farm but continued 
with his education and in 1955 at the age of 20, he 
decided to join An Garda Síochána. 
     His first station was Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, 
and apart from brief years on border duty he spent 
most of his service within the county of Wexford.
     The 83-year-old has been living alone since the 
death of his wife Mary in 2009, and having some 
hearing problems, turned his attention to modern 
technology to engage in life outside the home. 
     He learned quickly and within a reasonably short 
period he was skyping with his family, brothers and 
sisters, nieces and nephews around the world. He 
always enjoyed playing cards and, following his 
retirement, he took up the game of bridge locally 

and has advanced to playing daily online, nationally 
and internationally.
     His success in the IT field was acknowledged 
recently at the Eir Open Silver Surfer Awards, in 
conjunction with Age Action, celebrating Older 
People and Technology, when he was awarded the 
Gold IT Award.
     John finds that modern technology has added 
greatly to his enjoyment of life and finds great 
comfort in being able to keep in contact with 
family and friends by group texts, emails and 
skyping. He also interacts with friends on Facebook, 
viewing photos, leaving comments and greetings 
and keeps abreast of recent deaths on RIP.ie. 
     John gives great credit to Age Action and Eir 
Open who sponsored the event which makes older 
people aware of the help modern technology can 
be in their lives. An active member of the GSRMA 
Wexford Branch, he partakes in most branch 
events. 
     A five handicap golfer at one stage, he is still 
involved in the game and is a great example for 
other retired members to follow.

John Hayes with Tom Miller, GSRMA Branch Secretary 
and Central Committee member.

Gold IT winner John Hayes pictured with Silver 
Surfer award winners from various categories.

McAVOY SINGS AT MASS 
TELEVISED ON RTE
Michael McAvoy sang at St Peter and Paul Church in 
Portlaoise, Co. Laois on Sunday 29 January 2017, during Mass 
televised on RTE.
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RETIRED GARDA 
SERGEANT REELS IN 
BEST ANGLER AWARD
Retired Garda Sgt Gerry Feeney, GSRMA Kilkenny 
Branch, received his ‘Best Garda Angler’ award 
from Police Scotland Chief Constable Philip 
Gormally following the ‘Police Five Nations 
Championship’ held last autumn at Lake of 
Menteith Scotland.

DEFENCE FORCES CLUB 
TOGETHER TO WIN GOLF 
CHALLENGE
The Defence Forces overcame a strong challenge 
from An Garda Síochána to win this year’s Fitzgerald 
Kenny Cup – an annual competition which has been 
held since 1931. Pictured at the presentation at 
The Royal Curragh Golf Club on 5 May were (l-r): 
A/Commissioner Fintan Fanning, Brig General Joe 
Mulligan and Tom Dixon, Hon. Secretary of An Garda 
Síochána Golfing Society.

THREE 
GENERATIONS 
OF AN GARDA 
SÍOCHÁNA

Garda Mark O’Donovan pictured 
at his Passing Out Parade in 
Templemore on 2 February with his 
mother Anne, a retired Garda from 
Macroom Co. Cork, his father Paul, 
a retired Sergeant from Millstreet 
Co. Cork and his grandfather Dan, 
a retired Garda from Killarney 
Co. Kerry. They are joined by 
Commissioner Noreen O Sullivan. 
Mark is stationed in Togher Cork City. 
(Submitted by GSRMA Member Paul 
O’Donovan, Killarney Branch).
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Name:

Address:

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

Please send your completed 
entries to ‘Summer 2017 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 28th July 2017. 

The first correct entry drawn 
bags the €100 prize. Good 
luck to everyone who enters!

ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

Summer Crossword

Branch:

1

8

14

15

19

24

28

11

31

2

20

12

3

21

9

29

4

23

25

16

22

13

17

32

5

10

30

18

6

26

7

27



ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

• Across
  1 Causing trouble and strife that is illegal. (6)
  4 Captain of a trawler is largely made up of fish. (7)
  8 Order I’ve followed straight from the start. (9)
10 Unbending and stiff. (5)
11 Looking for a long time, without blinking. (7)
13 Applaud and say “Well Done!”
15 Could she be in the theatre, even though she’s not a 
surgeon? (7)
16 Old hand-operated hay-mowers. (7)
19 Au revoir.  Adios. Farewell.  Slán leat. (7)
22 Tool that is helpful unless it is in the works. (7)
24 “The _ _ _ _ _ _  Cometh”  - play by Eugene O’Neill. (6)
25 It’s all the same, a cover up for a policeman. (7)
28 The crème de la crème? (5)
29 Washerwoman will take off her clothes at last! (9)
31 Stir up trouble? (8)
32 Entertains. (6)

• Down
  1 Puts some more to. (4)
  2 Where the winner comes? (5)
  3 Part of a circle is part of a farce. (3)
  4 Wild and untamed. (6)
  5 Depict or give a representation of. (7)
  6 Use this language to describe rough shingle. (7)
  7 Rival in a contest. (9)
  9 Needing a drink. (7)
12 Smelling or tasting bitter and sharp. (5)
14 Haggled to get a better price. (9)
17 It’s written under a picture. (7)
18 The dance of Buenos Aires? (5)
20 A breach in a wall that lets one in or out. (7)
21 Only the most courageous can wear two items of       
     underwear. (7)
23 Young clergyman. (6)
26 Staggers around while doing dances? (5)
27 Request or enquires? (4)
30 Mother goes across a river. (3)

CROSSWORD

Solution to Crossword in Sping 2017 issue

Síocháin   123

Congratulations to 
CJ Sheridan, Newbridge, Co. Kildare.

Winner of the Spring 2017 Crossword.

€100 Cheque is in the post!
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DECEASED RELATIVES
Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of 

Death
Maureen Marren Tourlestrane, Co. Sligo Mother of Tony (Anthony) Mar-

ren
Sligo 30/05/2016

Noreen Connolly Ballindine, Claremorris, 
Co. Mayo

Mother of Sean Connolly
Aunt of Tom Connolly

Galway
Donegal  

30/09/2016
30/09/2016

Conor Lucey Kerrypike, Cork Husband of Hansie Lucey Cork City 13/02/2017

Sheila Prenderville (née Foley) Killarney, Co Kerry Mother of Gerard (Ger) 
Prenderville

Cork West 11/03/2017

Martin Farrell Clashdonna, Youghal, Co Cork Brother of Liam Farrell Cork City 12/03/2017

Mary Rose Allen Glenmore, Cobh, Co. Cork Wife of Paddy Allen Cork City 14/03/2017

Peter Naughton Newtown, Castleconnor, Sligo Brother of Eddie Naughton Ballina 18/03/2017

John McGuinness Portrane, Dublin Brother of Fergus McGuinness Dublin North 24/03/2017

Noreen McMahon (née O’Donovan) Tawnies Lower, Clonakilty, 
Co.Cork

Wife of David McMahon Cork Wes 28/03/2017

Jean  Kennedy (née Scanlon) Churchtown, Dublin Wife of Michael Kennedy Dun Laoghaire 28/03/2017

John (Jack) Harris Ballinure, Thurles, Tipperary Father of Liam Harris Thurles 30/03/2017

Larry Costello Rathangan, Kildare Father of Eileen Costello Dublin North 02/04/2017

Anthony (Tony) Collins Lissywollen, Athlone, 
Co. Westmeath

Brother of Pat Collins Dublin West 05/04/2017

Imelda Judge (née Hill) Rochfortbridge, Co.Westmeath Wife of Thomas Judge Mullingar 10/04/2017

Rose Brennan Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford Wife of Thomas J Brennan Wexford 12/04/2017

Michael Moran Bantry, Cork Son of Kathleen Moran Cork West 11/04/2017

Sheila Smith Sligo Town, Sligo Daughter of James Smith Sligo 12/04/2017

Claire Egan (nee Griffen) Castleknock Dublin 15 Wife of Joe Egan Dublin West 18/04/2017

Eileen Kinsella Rochestown, Cork City Wife of Joe Kinsella Cork City 18/04/2017

Oonagh O’Shea (née McManus) Tipperary Town, Tipperary Wife of Michael O’Shea Thurles 22/04/2017

Eileen Collins Clara Road, Millstreet, Co. Cork Sister of Anna Enrigh Cork City 23/04/2017

Michael Collins New Park, Portlaoise, Laois Brother of Pat Collins Dublin West 25/04/2017

Lilly O’Hara (née Fox) Tourlestrane, Co. Sligo Mother of Arthur O’Hara Kildare North 28/04/2017

Mary (Maureen) Donnelly (née Clancy) Kilmessan, Co.Meath Mother of Peter Donnelly Dublin South 01/05/2017

Kathleen Cribbin (née Freeley) Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo Mother of John Cribbin Dublin West 01/05/2017

Mary (May Kavanagh (née Doyle Naas, Kildare Mother of Pat Kavanagh Naas 01/05/2017

Kathleen Kilroy Ballina, Co. Mayo Mother of Michael Kilroy Sligo 03/05/2017

Denis J. Mc.Namara Lucan, Co. Dublin Brother of Michael Mc.Namara Templemore 14/01/2017

Nora Ryan Ballymullen, Tralee, Kerry Mother of Thomas Ryan
Mother of Paul Ryan Portlaoise
Mother-in-law of Paul Bergin

Dublin North 
Portlaoise
Cork West

04/05/2017 
04/05/2017 
04/05/2017

Bulletin Board
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Reg. 
Number

Status Name Station

22569L Sergeant Joseph O’Flaherty Mountjoy Station

24723E Garda Liam Stewart Kinlough Garda Station

22986E Garda Jeremiah Dillon Portlaoise Garda Station

21324A Garda John Sheahan Roxboro Road Station

22916D Garda Edward McManus Kilconnell Garda Station

20889B Garda Brendan Cronin Killarney Garda Station

22843E Garda Donal Flannery Garda College

24563A Garda John Ryan Skibbereen Garda Station

23758B Garda John O’Gorman Clonmel Garda Station

22692M Sergeant James Connor Castlebar Garda Station

21941L Supt Joe Prendergast Portlaoise Garda Station

24920C Garda Michael Clifford Mitchelstown Garda Station

22745E Garda Thomas Flanagan Ronanstown Station

26147E Garda Kieran Beegan Cappamore Garda Station

20454D Sergeant Justin McCarthy Henry Street Station

24302G Garda Martin Doyle NBCI

23556C Garda Kevin Tormey Templemore College

22240B Garda Philip Carr Store Street Station

23233E Garda John Egan Castlerea Station

21229F Inspector Gerard Connolly Baltinglass Garda Station

20845M Inspector Richard McDonnell Lucan Garda Station

23187H Garda James O’Byrne Garristown Garda Station

23835L Sergeant Declan Callan Carlow Garda Station

23669A Garda Charles Byrne Dundalk Garda Station

20606G Garda Patrick O’Sullivan Blarney Garda Station

21043K Garda Mark McGauley Immigration Office

23203C Sergeant James Roche Mountjoy Garda Station

20891D Inspector Martin Lacey Bandon Garda Station

GARDA RETIREMENTS

Forename Surname Address Relationship Date of Death
Nora Nolan Togher, Cork 15/09/2016 Widow and member
Mona Nash Clondalkin, Dublin 16/02/2017 Widow and member

Maureen Harrington Nenagh, Tipperary 17/02/2017 Widow and member

Sheila Doyle Stillorgan, Co. Dublin 15/03/2017 Widow and member

Lily Tully Kanturk, Cork 11/04/2017 Widow and member

Olive Creegan Dundrum, Dublin 13/03/2017 Widow and member

DECEASED WIDOWS
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NAME STATION
John Clancy BRAY

James Cullinan DUBLIN SOUTH

Conal Curtis DUBLIN SOUTH

Gerard M. Forde SLIGO

Breda Hand DUBLIN WEST

Eamonn Henry DUBLIN WEST

Nuala Hurley LIMERICK

Thomas M. Gibbons DUN LAOGHAIRE

William Lannigan BRAY

Brendan Lynch BRAY

Maire McLoughlin DONEGAL NORTH

Pauline Naughton CARLOW

Patrick O’Gorman NENAGH

Brendan O’Hara BRAY

Gabriel O’Malley DUBLIN NORTH

Michael Prendergast DUBLIN WEST

Tom Smith DUNGARVAN

Anthony Ryan PORTLAOISE

Liam Stewart SLIGO

Peggie Tierney GALWAY

Kathleen Reilly DUBLIN NORTH

Eileen O’Brien MULLINGAR

Michael Carr SLIGO

Brendan Coughlan DUBLIN NORTH

Michael Conway PORTLAOISE

Jeremiah Dillon PORTLAOISE

Mary Fogarty CLARE

Bartholomew K Foley LIMERICK

Daniel Hanrahan DUBLIN SOUTH

Finbarr Healy DUBLIN NORTH

Michael Horgan CORK

Sheelah Horkan DUBLIN NORTH

Peter G Kelly LIMERICK

Marie Lynch CAVAN

Flor McCarthy CORK WEST

Pauline McDonagh SLIGO

Neil McGowan DUNDALK

Jack Mulholland DUNDALK

Peter Mulroe MONAGHAN

William Paul O’Brien DUBLIN SOUTH

J.G. O’Connor DUBLIN WEST

James O’Connor LIMERICK

Gabriel Plower BRAY

Raymond Quigley WEXFORD

Peter Quinn CORK

NEW MEMBERS
ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION 
EASTER DRAW 2017 WINNERS

3 x Ford Mondeo Winners
Michael Hanley, Lattin, Co. Tipperary
Donal Barrett, Navan, Co. Meath
Amy Murphy, Waterford, Co Waterford

3 x Hyundai i40 Winners
Eugene Farrell, Blarney, Co Cork
Ruairi Ryan, Cashel, Co Tipperary
Aisling O Meara, Portlaoise, Co Laois

5 x €5,000 Winners
Shane Bridgett, Dunsany, Co Meath
Paul McCarville, Dunleer, Co Louth
Patrick M Butler, Ladysbridge, Co Cork
Fabian Mc Gowan, Kinlough, Co Leitrim
Francis Lohan, Ballinasloe, Co Galway

5 x €2,000 Winners
Michelle Carey, Carrick-On-Shannon, Co Leitrim
Noleen Mc Kenna, Naul, Co Dublin
Peter Murtagh, Tallaght, Dublin 24
Tomas O Griofa, Leitirmoir, Co Na Gaillimhe
Marie Logan Lynch, Cavan, Co Cavan

10 x €1,000 Winners
Fiona White, Claregalway, Co Galway
Timothy P Hickey, Clifden, Co Galway
Denis Lavin, Ennistymon, Co Clare
Robert Ryan, Model Farm Road Cork, Cork
James Mulhern, Lucan, Co Dublin
Ruth Fleming Dunne, Baltinglass, Co Wicklow
William Wallace, Meelick, Co Clare
John Mc Guinness, Culleens, Co Sligo
Helen Dowling, Dublin Road, Carlow
Michael Feehily, Ballinasloe, Co. Roscommon
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Forename Surname Address REG NO. Date of Death
Joe O’Brien Mullingar 17985L 10/12/2016

Frank McGovern Wicklow 16257B 16/02/2017

Patrick (Paddy) McGinley Drogheda 09279H 18/02/2017

Hugh (Bertie) Cormack Donegal South 13314M 27/02/2017

Josephy Anthony (Jody) Lynch Dun Laoghaire 15185H 01/03/2017

Tom McGrath Portlaoise 14873C 01/03/2017

John G Downes Galway 20041G 03/03/2017

Michael Anthony Heffernan Wexford 14494M 09/03/2017

Hugh Maguire Meath 10323C 10/03/2017

James A (Jim) Lawton Cork West 24382E 11/03/2017

Ben Coghlan Cork City 15061D 22/03/2017

Fr. Stephen Keane Galway 12671C 22/03/2017

Jim Higgins Dublin North 13611E 25/03/2017

William (Bill) Phelan Clonmel 10774C 01/04/2017

Timothy (Gerry) Coffey Dublin West 10147H 02/04/2017

James McCartney Dublin North 14205M 02/04/2017

William (Bill) Byrne Naas 10732H 05/04/2017

John J Carney Dublin North 15601K 08/04/2017

Gerard McCarrick Dublin West 18089D 15/04/2017

William Beirne Dublin South 20322L 14/04/2017

John A O’Rourke Dun Laoghaire 09997F 17/04/2017

Louis Harkin Waterford 18116A 21/04/2017

James (Jimmy) Keane Clare 14488F 23/04/2017

Padraig V. O’Connor Roscommon 09394C 22/04/2017

John Joseph (Joe) Maloney Clare 13039G 24/04/2017

Michael Collins Portlaoise 14334M 25/04/2017

Liam (Wm.) McElhinney Cork City 14734F 04/05/2017

Laurence McEntaggart Dublin West 09907D 05/05/2017

Michael Concannon Galway 14674K 12/05/2017

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH  YOUR ASSOCIATION

Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps 
members informed of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or items 
of interest you would like to see included in the future, contact the General Secretary, 

GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 
e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 
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40h CLASS REUNION: If anybody is interested in 
a reunion for the July Class (9) 1977 please contact Declan 
Keaveney at 086-2343627 or email 
dkeaveney@hotmail.com

JANUARY 1971 CLASS: If you were a member 
of the Class of January 1971, one of your colleagues is 
anxious to correspond or chat with you. Email 
juckboy49@gmail.com to kick-start the process.

JUNE
Dublin Music in the National Museum of Ireland 
Archaeology 21 June 
Donegal The Band Festival Dunfanaghy 
23-25 June

JULY
West Cork Chamber Music Festival Bantry 
30 June - 7 July
Wexford Garden Trail Festival 1-2 July
Clonmel Junction Festival 3-9 July
Donegal Earagail Arts Festival 4-23 July
Monaghan Town Country Music Festival 13-16 July
Galway International Arts Festival 17-30 July 
Roscommon Boyle Arts Festival 20-30 July
The Festival of Curiosity 2017 20-23 July
Bray Air Display 2017 22-23 July
Donegal Feile Thraidisiúnta Chnoc Fola Gaeltacht 
28-30 July 
West Cork History Festival (Various Locations) 
28-30 July

AUGUST:
Laois Durrow Scarecrow Festival 2017 
30 July to 7 August
Offaly Castepalooza 2017 @ Charleville Castle 
4-6 August
Wexford Enniscorthy Rockin’ Food Festival 4-7 August
Sligo Tubbercurry Old Fair Day Festival 5-9 August
Kilkenny Arts Festival 2017 11-20 August
Louth Carlingford Oyster Festival 11-14 August
Offaly Tullamore Show 2017 13 August
Clare Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann 2017 Ennis 
13-21 August 
Cork Masters of Tradition Bantry 23-27 August
Offaly Irish Game & Country Fair & Fine Food Festival 
Birr 26-27 August

SEPTEMBER
Monaghan Rhythm & Blues Festival 1-4 September 
Cork Food Festival Midleton 4-11 September
Westport Festival of Chamber Music 8-10 September 
Offaly National Ploughing Championship 
19-21 September 
Galway International Oyster & Seafood Festival 
22-24 September
Dublin Festival of History 29 Sept - 14 Oct

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - HERE COMES THE SUMMER

CLASS PHOTO: A member is looking for a class 
photograph of November Class 1965, taken in the Training 
Centre. If you can help contact 087-0578584.

50TH REUNION: Plans are in the pipeline to 
organise a 50th reunion for as many classmates as 
possible who were sworn in on 13 September 1967. For 
anyone interested in attending contact Don Bolger at 
087-9151140 or email bolgerdon@gmail.com.

90th BIRTHDAY PARTY: 
A surprise party took place 
in Cloghane, Co. Kerry on 
2 May to mark the 90th 
birthday of Frank Moinseil, 
one of the oldest members 
of the Tralee Branch.     
   Neighbours and friends 
gathered around the kitchen 
to enjoy Frank singing old 
songs and telling yarns, and 
the dancing only really got 
going when Frank played the 
bodhrán!

Frank Moinseil is 
pictured with his 
daughter Deirdre 
Lynch at his 90th 
birthday party. 

HARP SOCIETY will hold a short 
commemorative ceremony at the graveside of DMP 
Inspector John Mills at Mount Jerome Cemetery on 
Saturday 10 June, starting at 3pm. Inspector Mills was 
killed following a riot in Dublin City on 10 June 1917. 
   Meanwhile, the annual interdenominational service 
for deceased members of the RIC and DMP will be held 
at the Church of St Paul of the Cross, Mount Argus, on 
Saturday 26 August at 2.30pm. All are welcome.




