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I am disappointed leaving my role that Garda pensions 
have not been fully restored to the levels of what 

we describe as ‘normal pension levels’; and likewise 
disappointed that Garda officialdom use the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) Act as an excuse not to 
share information with me, as General Secretary so that, 
in turn, I can inform you the members and readers of 
where we stand, as regards members of the force retiring. 
     On the other hand I am hugely proud to have been 
given the opportunity to serve as your General Secretary 
and reflect on what has been achieved during my tenure. 
Membership has increased from approximately 4,500 to 
almost 6,000; a fantastic achievement given the number 
of deaths among our fold. 
     I have introduced the revamped Tax Advisory Service, 
which is now nationwide, and furthermore I have 
introduced the Social Welfare Advisory Service, which is 
without doubt the most sought-after service the GSRMA 
has at present, and it is now available nationwide; my 
sincere thanks to both Mary Farrell and Kevin Kelly in that 
regard. 
     I was instrumental in the establishment of the Alliance 
of Retired Public Servants, a group which has made huge 
inroads into the partial restoration of our pensions; a case 
of a lot done but more to do. 
     I introduced the GSRMA Summer and Christmas Draws 
for members, and also the quarterly draw on our website 
www.gardaretired.com. In conjunction with Halligan 
Insurers I steered the introduction of the GSRMA Accident 
Policy, which covers members up to their 85th year – all of 
these initiatives and more form part of your membership 
fee to GSRMA. 

IMPROVED LEVEL OF COMMUNICATION
In 2021 the GSRMA will celebrate its 60th Anniversary. 
During those 60 years the Association has gone from 
strength to strength. Our communications system has 

improved vastly, with messages dispatched on a daily 
basis. 
     I took it upon myself to ensure, where possible, 
that the flow of communications would continue all 
year round, regardless of where in the world I was. I 
acknowledge all the thanks I have received from hundreds 
of members throughout the country in that regard. 
     As I retire as General Secretary I am delighted to 
announce that we are launching our GSRMA App, which 
will improve the speed at which you receive the message 
from GSRMA House. This is how the world has unfolded 
and we expect our messages to be up to date and almost 
instant. 

NEW GENERAL SECRETARY
I am delighted to congratulate Michael Lernihan as 
your new General Secretary designate. Michael shall 
be steering the ship from the New Year, and I have no 
doubt that he shall have lots of new initiatives to bring 
to you, which will benefit you the members of the Garda 
Síochana Retired Members’ Association. 
I      wish to thank most sincerely all the members of the 
Association who have assisted me in my role as General 
Secretary. The job is hugely demanding, but likewise 
hugely rewarding. I thank all the Central Committees I 
have worked with, and likewise each and every Branch 
Secretary. 
     This Association is all about the members on the 
ground. To each and every member effected by austerity 
and who have fallen on difficult times, I wish you the very 
best for the future. Don’t despair. Don’t give up. Keep in 
touch with your Association, and if I can still assist do not 
hesitate to call on me. 
     Finally I wish you all, be that on the Management 
Board, Branch Committees or simply a card-carrying 
member of GSRMA a very Happy Christmas and above all 
a healthy New Year. Slán.

EDITORIAL COMMENT

TAKING TIME TO 
REFLECT 

So comes the time for Paschal Feeney to write his last editorial for ‘Siochain’ magazine. 
Looking back on his appointment as General Secretary of the Garda Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association (GSRMA) and Editor of this fantastic magazine he wonders where 
the years have flown.
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PRESIDENT OF IRELAND IS THANKFUL FOR 
PROFOUND GARDA CONTRIBUTION

I would like to send my best wishes for Christmas to the members of 
the Garda Síochána Retired Members Association.
     The Christmas season is, for many, a time of joy and wonder as 
families and friends come together in a spirit of celebration and shared 
memories. It is also a time when we begin to experience the sense of 
hope and expectation that comes with the start of a new year and new 
beginnings.
     I am aware however that some amongst you, particularly those of 
you who have experienced bereavement or loss during 2019, will find 
this Christmas a particularly difficult one. I can assure you my thoughts 
are with you, and I sincerely hope that the coming year will bring you 
comfort and serenity.
     May I take this opportunity to thank you all for the profound contribution you made to our society 
and our communities throughout your working lives. I am also deeply grateful to those of you who 
continue in retirement to demonstrate the spirit of active participation that sustains our communities 
and the lives of those with whom we share that communal space.
     As we approach this festive season I send, to all of you and your families, my wishes for a 
peaceful Christmas and a contented New Year.

Michael D. Higgins
Uachtarán na hÉireann
President of Ireland

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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GSRMA PRESIDENT REFLECTS ON ANOTHER YEAR 
 
As President of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association, I 
am delighted to have this opportunity to wish each and every member 
of our association and their families a very Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year.  
     I wish to take this opportunity to thank our Branch Committees, 
Central Committee and Office Staff for their continued commitment 
and dedication over the past year.  
     I would also like to thank our Editorial Board for their diligent work 
during the year. Our Editor and General Secretary Paschal Feeney 
retires on 31 December, I wish to extend a heartfelt thanks to him for 
his contribution as Editor to Síocháin magazine over the last number of 
years and I would like to wish him the best of health and happiness in 
his retirement.  
     At this time of year, it is important to acknowledge our sponsors, advertisers and all those who 
support our Síocháin magazine and newsletters. I very much appreciate their help and support and 
I wish them, and all those who support the GRSMA, the very best wishes for the festive season and 
continued success in 2020. 
     As we reflect on 2019, I feel it important to remember our GRSMA colleagues and family 
members who passed away during the year. They will be in our thoughts and prayers as Branches 
hold annual remembrance masses and services during this Christmas period. 
     I am always mindful, particularly at this time of year, that some of our members and family 
members may be experiencing ill-health. I wish all of them a speedy recovery and I hope that 2020 
will bring them the good health that they need and deserve. 
 
Nollaig Shona agus Blian Nua iontach dibh go leir. 
 
Matt Givens 
President GRSMA 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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NEW OPERATING MODEL FOR A NEW YEAR

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my warmest season’s 
greetings to you and your families, and to wish the many retired Garda 
members around the country an enjoyable and peaceful Christmas and 
New Year.
     In 2019 we have implemented some of the largest changes ever 
in An Garda Síochána, which are being done to improve the policing 
service we provide to communities all over Ireland.
     We have had many new people join us as Garda members and 
staff and they have brought new ideas, skills and experience to the 
organisation. This has allowed promotions to increase at almost every 
rank, and it is great to see people advance in their careers.
     We have started the introduction of the new Operating Model, which 
will enhance the service we provide to the public by increasing the 
number of Gardaí on the frontline and delivering a police service suited to the individual needs of 
communities.
     What won’t change is our commitment to policing with the community. That is one of our core 
strengths. It is clear to me from my visits to stations and offices around the country that we have 
highly dedicated personnel who are determined to keep people safe.
     I have been very impressed by this dedication to public service and to local communities. I 
especially want to thank all the retired members I have met over the last year. They not only have 
given me great support, but also excellent advice based on their years of dedicated and diligent 
service.
     I want to thank you for your ongoing contribution to our police and security service. For those 
of you suffering from ill health, on behalf of the entire Garda community I extend to you our 
heartfelt thoughts and good wishes for a speedy recovery.
     I would also like to remember at this time those former Garda members sadly no longer with 
us, particularly those who were tragically taken from us in the line of duty.
     I wish you and your families a prosperous 2020, and hope you have a wonderful Christmas 
and New Year.

Guím Nollaig shíochánta agus Athbhliain shone daoibh go léir.

Drew Harris
Commissioner of An Garda Síochána

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN 2020
 
Once again it is my honour and privilege to wish the members of the 
Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association a merry Christmas and 
peaceful New Year. 
     I hope you are enjoying a happy and healthy retirement. After your 
committed service protecting and supporting communities nationwide 
as members of An Garda Síochána, you certainly deserve it. 
     It is, of course, the people that make An Garda Síochána the 
organisation that it is and the work that you so faithfully carried out to 
keep our communities safe is now being taken forward by the current 
Garda members and staff. 
     We are blessed to have a professional and dedicated team in An 
Garda Síochána and I would like to thank them too, particularly as they 
work over the busy Christmas period. 
     The Garda Síochána Retired Members Association remains a vital part of the police family, 
offering networks, friendships and support to colleagues and families. I thank the dedicated 
members of the Association for their hard work over the last year to maintain, strengthen and 
celebrate those bonds.
     Of course, at this time of year it is natural that we think of those who are no longer with us. Over 
the festive season I join with you in remembering those members of An Garda Síochána who have 
passed away in 2019 and earlier years, whether after they had retired or whilst they were serving.  
     As 2019 comes to a close and we look forward to the start of a new decade, my focus as Minister 
for Justice and Equality is to continue to work with Commissioner Harris and his management team 
as they continue to deliver a professional and world-class policing service. 
     Government is playing its part with record levels of investment and recruitment. Together I believe 
we can ensure that An Garda Síochána maintains and even further builds the trust of our citizens 
and communities.
     Every New Year brings challenges as well as opportunities and no doubt, 2020 will too. However, 
I remain committed to building on your legacy as Gardaí, by working with An Garda Síochána to 
keep our country a safe place to live, work and visit. 

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh

Charles Flanagan, TD 
Minister for Justice and Equality

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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SHARING GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY

Each day without fail I get a ‘WhatApp’ message from my brother. It 
reads simply: ‘Any News?”
     He lives only a short distance from Mount Argus where I’m based, 
but that makes no difference. The ‘WhatsApp’ still comes through!
     He wants to know what I’m up to and what lies ahead of me on any 
one given day. And he sends it even if I have just met him for breakfast 
earlier that morning! I live in a community of about 20 priests and 
brothers.
     I greet them each day with the same question: “Any news?” 
Sometimes they will share what they have heard on radio, TV or read 
in the morning paper. Sometimes they will share something about 
themselves - how they are feeling, what they hope to do that day and 
so on.
     There is good news and there is bad news.  Well, just over 2,000 years ago, an angel appeared 
to shepherds out in the fields minding their sheep and he had a good news story to tell them. In the 
Second Chapter of his Gospel, St Luke writes: “And the angel said to them - fear not, for behold I 
bring you Good News of great joy which shall be to all the people - for unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.”    St. John in his Gospel shares this Good News 
another way when he says: “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us”.
     Christmas is a time when we celebrate with family and friends.  We get in touch a bit more, we 
decorate our homes, we put up the Christmas tree and we sit down for our Christmas dinner. And 
as I write these words, I cannot help but think of the many people - and especially children - who do 
not have a home of their own in which to celebrate, or a bed to sleep in warmly and safely at night.
     People like Brother Kevin in Church Street and Fr Peter McVerry - and there are others too - are 
genuine beacons of light and hope in Ireland today. I hope their example will be an encouragement 
to us all to do more for others.  Many of our Gardaí will be out and about also, serving the 
community, keeping the peace and looking after us all.
     On behalf of my Passionist colleagues in Mount Argus and around the country, and on my own 
behalf, I wish you a peaceful and happy Christmas, and a safe and blessed New Year.

Fr. Joe Kennedy, CP
Garda Chaplain

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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PRAY FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As I mentioned last year, Christmas celebrations start earlier and earlier 
each year, even now it seems before Halloween has passed! 
     Yet, despite all the hype about the Christmas season, over these 
past few months we have seen on TV the awful pictures of people 
being dug out of ruined and bombed buildings, either as a result of 
natural disasters or as a direct result of violence, war and terrorism. 
     We see the plight of millions of refugees, driven from their homes, 
not simply because of food shortages or money, but also because 
of violence and hatred.  We constantly read in the newspapers about 
appalling acts of man’s inhumanity to man. 
     The threat of violence hangs over the whole world and in the words 
of John F Kennedy “We hold in our mortal hands, the power to destroy all forms of human poverty…
but…we also hold in our hands the power to destroy all forms of human life”!
     During the season of Advent and on to Christmas, we wait for the coming of the Child of 
Bethlehem, the Prince of Peace. He grew up in a world of violence but was prepared to preach 
peace! 
     He was condemned and left to die on a cross between two criminals. One died cursing and the 
other saw Jesus, the man in the middle, as his hope. It was not the men of violence or the terrorists 
who brought about peace or reconciliation, it was the man who took the punishment, the hatred and 
even the jealousy…it was Christ.
     By living out that gospel of love and peace, every Christian, every member of every parish can 
proclaim the good news of God’s Kingdom without involving violence. We must never let ourselves 
be dragged down to the level of those who advocate violence or terrorism.
     We live in dark days where evil actions are all too common. It must be seen that it is Christ, 
the Prince of Peace, the man in the middle who sits at God’s right hand who brings peace and 
reconciliation to all people. During this season of Advent, let us pray that as we await the coming of 
the Christ Child, the Prince of Peace, that peace and reconciliation will come soon to our war-torn 
world.
     The day-to-day frontline work of An Garda Síochána is something many people take for granted. 
However, what each member does and those who have retired have passed on to them, is to act 
justly and with diligence, in carrying out their duty as Guardians of the Peace. 
     So many members, past and present, do so much more than their daily duty. They go above and 
beyond in helping those in need and especially during this season of happiness for so many and 
we are grateful for all you do. 
     However, let us not forget that for many reading ‘Síocháin’, this time of year will also be sad and 
lonely as you think of loved ones departed from this life. It may be a first Christmas without that 
special person in your lives. 
     Rest assured, you are in our thoughts and prayers as you remember with love for all whom you 
mourn. May God Bless You all and I wish you a very Happy Christmas and Joyous 2020!

Rev. David Pierpoint
Garda Chaplain 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
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D-DAY FOR INCREASE 
IN PENSION 
PAYMENTS

Garda pensioners must wait until 1 October 2020 before pension increases apply, writes Joe 
Dirwan, GSRMA Central Committee. The increase will take effect on that date when the 2% 
due under PSSA is applied to both serving members’ pay and retired members’ pensions.

The impact of the Labour Court recommendation of 
November 2016 on individual members of the GRA 

and AGSI was to provide extra remuneration of around 
€4,000 on average each year, according to the Minister 
for Finance in February 2019. 
    This Special Pay Agreement, the details set out below 
hereunder, was crafted to prevent any benefits accruing to 
retired members: 
• An increase in the value of the rent allowance by 

€500 bringing it to €4,655 per annum with effect 
from 1 January 2017;

• Integration of the rent allowance in the new amount 
of €4,655 into salary with consequential increases in 
unsocial hours and overtime payments also with effect 
from 1 January 2017; 

• Introduction of a €15 premium payment per annual 
leave day to compensate for the uncertainty attaching 
to the taking of leave by Gardaí. This payment is 
worth in the region of €500 on average;  

• Implementation of a long-standing recommendation 
of the Garda Inspectorate through the introduction of 
paid 15 minute pre-tour briefing or tasking sessions 
with effect from 1 January 2017.

In acknowledgement of Labour Court recommendations, 
other members not covered, and those earning over 
€65,000 were later awarded €1,000 pay increases from 1 
September 2017.

A pro-rata increase of €250 PA in pensionable 
rent allowance should have been paid to retired 
members as a consequence of the above Garda Pay 
Deal. GSRMA’S action to pursue this right is outlined 
later. 

PENSION INCREASES
*Members who retired before 29 February 2012 
(salary threshold €70,00, pensions €35,000): Retired 
members in this category have not yet qualified for 

Joe Dirwan, GSRMA Central Committee, and Dan 
Redmond from Wexford Branch, pictured at the protest 
meeting jointly organised by the National Federation of 
Pensioners and the Alliance of Retired Public Servants 
(ARPS) outside the Dáil on 1 October.

GSRMA members and Vice President Marie Roche 
pictured outside Buswell’s Hotel on Molesworth Street 
before the start of the protest. 

ALLIANCE REPORT 2019
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increases as their pensions are based on higher salaries 
than those in payment to corresponding serving members. 
    Colleagues in this group retired either before any FEMPI 
reductions, or were protected by the first grace period, 
which meant the salary reductions they experienced while 
working were not reflected in the salary rate used to 
calculate their pension. 
    Pension increases will be due once the salary of their 
serving colleague exceeds the salary rate on which their 
pension is based. In order words, a serving member’s basic 
pay must always be twice the rate of basic pension as 
pensions are set at 50% of a serving member’s basic pay-
short-hand for Pay/Parity. 
    The increase will take effect on 1 October 2020, 
when the 2% due under PSSA is applied to both serving 
members’ pay and retired members’ pensions.
*Members who retired from 1 March 2012 onwards 
generally qualify for pension increases on foot of all pay 
increases applied to the salaries of their serving colleagues 
under Public Service Stability Pay Agreement (PSSA). 
    This is because their pensions were based on pay-cut 
and are lower than the salaries of their serving colleagues 
or pensions of retired colleagues before this date. The 
catch-up increases were applied from 1 January, 2018 
and subsequently at the same time as increases given to 
serving colleagues. 
    Initially, the increase applied only to basic pension, 

but after the intervention of GSRMA (1/11/2019) it now 
applies to allowances. These pension increases will not 
apply to members who retired on a salary of €110,000, 
and retired before 1/4/2013 for the reason already 
outlined. 
    However, those members who retired after 1/4/2013 
up to 1/4/2019, retired on a second FEMPI pay cut. 
Pay increases were awarded to serving members in this 
category, and along with the pay increases awarded under 
PSSA this has brought their salary above twice the pension 
rate of a retired member. 
    Retired members in the above category pensions were 

increased from the 1/4/2019 to take account of the 
increase of pay to serving members. It will also bring into 
alignment the pensions of all retired members in both 
categories. No provision is made in the agreement to 
restore the partial loss of gratuity to members 

PUBLIC PROTEST
A protest meeting organised, jointly by the National 
Federation of Pensioners and the Alliance of Retired 
Public Servants, took place outside the Dáil on 1 October. 
Despite atrocious weather conditions, over 120 members 
of GSRMA attended. 
    President Matt Givens and John O Brien, along with 
other representatives, addressed the gathering. Following 
a meeting with officers of the Alliance, while Brid Smyth 
TD, also addressed the meeting on her proposal to table 
the following legislative amendments:
• Industrial Relations Act 1990; to include in the 

definition of worker ‘retired worker’; 
• Pensions Act 1990, to provide for retired worker’s 

representation on the Pensions Authority.
• Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman Act 

2017, to allow GSRMA take a group claim to the 
Pension’s Ombudsman.

Without these legal changes retired members will 
be relying on the goodwill of governments and 
the public sector unions to look after their future 
pension interest; not the best position to be in when 
dealing with the future.

Richard Boyd Barrett and Bríd Smith of Solidarity/People 
Before Profit show their support. 

Cork City Branch delegates.

Dan Redmond (Wexford) and Matt Givens, GSRMA 
President.

ALLIANCE REPORT 2019
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Dunboynecollege@Lmetb.ie

 Dunboyne College of Further Ed  @Dunboyne College FE  @DunboynecollegeFE 

 Applied Social Studies  
 Youth and Community Work *New 
 Applied Psychology 
 Criminology and Psychology *New 
 Childcare/Special Needs Assistant * 
 Nursing Studies  
 Health Service Skills * 
 Pre-Paramedic Fire and Ambulance *New 
 Nutrition, Health and Well Being  
 Pharmacy Assistant 

 Pre-University Arts 
 Pre-University Liberal Arts 
 Pre-University Teaching  
 Pre-University Journalism, Digital Media and  

Public Relations *New 
 Pre-University Law  
 Pre-University Business Law  
 Pre-University Science/Agricultural Science 
 Pre-University Forensic Science *New 
 Pre-University Environmental Science *New 
 Pre-University Sports and Food Science  

 Pre-University Business 
 Pre-University Business and Accounting *New 
 Office Accounts, Administration and Information  

Processing (Family Friendly Timetable) *New 
 Online Marketing  
 Legal and Medical Secretary/Office Administration  
 Creative Digital Media * 
 Computer Systems and Networks  
 Architectural Technology and Design *New 
 Graphic Design  
 Media and Film Production  

 

Academic year Sept 2020 – May 2021 
Post Leaving Cert Courses at QQI Level 5 &&& && 6 

 Thursday 16th January / Wednesday 01st April 2020 

 27th January, 13th March, 29th April, 27th May 2020 

 Tourism and Travel * 
 Airline Studies   
 Beauty Therapy * 
 Hairdressing * 
 Animal Care * 
 Horsemanship and Equine Business/Science * 
 Professional Cookery * 
 Sports Management & Coaching * 
 Sports Injury Prevention 
 Physiotherapy Studies *New 
 Music Performance 
 Sound Production  
 Art Portfolio (Fine Art & Design 2D Options) *New 
 Animation  

                                             * Level 6 Option Offered 
 

 Pre-University Journalism, Digital Media and Public 
Relations 

 Pre-University Forensic Science 
 Pre-University Environmental Science 
 Pre-University Business and Accounting 
 Criminology and Psychology 
 Community and Youth Work 
 Office Accounts, Administration and Information 

Processing 
 Architectural Technology and Design 
 Physiotherapy Studies 
 Art Portfolio with Fine Art and Design 2D Options 
 Pre-Paramedic Fire and Ambulance 

APPLY ONLINE - www.dunboynecollege.ie 

ALLIANCE REPORT 2019

ANNUAL DELEGATE MEETING 2019
At this year’s meeting over 40% of the motions dealt 
with pensions. Several delegates spoke forcibly on 
the need for retention of the parity-link in the pay of 
serving and retired members and were also critical of the 
position adopted 
by government to 
link future pension’s 
increases with the 
CPI.
    Retired members 
have already 
paid for their 
pensions and there 
is a legitimate 
expectation that 
the existing parity 
arrangements would 
be maintained. 
    A number of 
resolutions were 
approved and, the 
ADM unanimously 
endorsed the 
central committee’s 
strategic approach 
to pensions. The 
resolutions are now 
being actioned as 
follows:  

LEGAL ADVICE – 
RENT ALLOWANCE
A comprehensive 
file on the non-
payment €250 
PA of the pro-rata 
increase awarded to 
serving members in 
rent allowance was 
submitted to the 
association’s solicitor 
for legal advice. 
Rent allowance was 
made pensionable in 
1983 as a result of 
Arbitration Report. 
The integration of 
the rent into basic 
pay of serving 
members means 
in future there 
will no increase in 
this allowance for 
pensioners. 
    These changes 

happened without any input from retired members’ and 
are directly impacted as a result of the abolition of the 
rent allowance. Officials from the Department agreed at a 
meeting on 5 November to review the decision not to pay 
the rent increase to retired members.
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Family Bereavements: Ballina branch members 
passed votes of sympathy to the following members 
who had family recent bereavements: Eddie Cleary 
on the death of his wife Kathleen; Jim Walsh on 
the death of his twin brother Michael in Headford, 
Co. Galway and Joe Cosgrove on the death of his 
nephew Pat Cosgrove, Menlough, Co. Galway, who 
was also nephew of Tommy Cosgrove, Clare Branch.

Swinford Garda Reunion: Retired members in 
Swinford along with serving members of that station 
recently organised a reunion of all members who 
previously served in the district. When the new Garda 

station was built in Swinford, a local businessman 
purchased the old station and developed it into a 
hotel which is now known as the Gateway Hotel. 
     The function on Friday 6 December in the 
Gateway Hotel included a three-course meal followed 
by a short talk on the history of the old station, with 
plenty of spot prizes. Tickets were priced at €25. 

Golden Wedding Anniversary: Congratulations to 
our branch member Jim Walsh and his wife Maureen 
who recently celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary.

ATHY BRANCH
Members of Athy Branch pictured during their trip to Dàil Èireann (l-r): Owen Doyle, P.J. Keating, Noeleen 
Friel, Tony Timony, Collet Timony, Vera Doyle and Tommy Friel.

BALLINA BRANCH

Autumn Outing: Members of the Bray Branch 
embarked on their Autumn Outing to Glasnevin 
Cemetery where the 16 GSRMA members began the 
day by leaving Bray in glorious sunshine. On arrival in 
Glasnevin Cemetery, in similar weather, and over the 
customary Cupán Té and an ould scone in the café, 
we were introduced to our guide for the tour – Paddy 
Gleeson. 
     It turns out that Paddy has very strong connections 
with An Garda Síochána, having grown up in 
Templemore, Co. Tipperary, and his brother is a stalwart 
member of our neighbouring Branch in Dun Laoghaire – 
the one and only Murt Gleeson.
     Paddy began the tour with us at the Parnell Mound 
and wound our way throughout the graveyard, vising 
many graves of interest including those of our fallen 
comrades’ graves who had served in the DMP, RIC and 
An Garda Síochána. Indeed, Paddy also showed us a 
few graves of those who chose to remain on the other 

BRAY BRANCH

Pictured (l-r) Maurice Sheridan, Tom Conway (Chairman 
& CEC), Patsy Kennedy, John Smith, Dinny Roche, 
Gerry Goff, Jack Hughes, Declan Coburn, Mick 
O’Hanrahan (Secretary), Mick Lernihan (Treasurer), 
Tommy O’Rourke, David O’Carroll, Tom McGrath, Liam 
McGraynor and Gerry Ginty.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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CARLOW BRANCH 
The presentation of a GSRMA Certificate of 
Appreciation were made to Pat Gallahue of 
Borris by Carlow Branch Secretary Michael 
O’Driscoll at recent monthly coffee morning.

side of the law and order divide! 
     Winding our way through the cemetery, we visited 
the graves of many of those interred there including 
people such as Big Jim Larkin, Diarmuid O’Donovan-
Rossa, Dev (The Long Fella) and Maud Gonne before 
arriving at the nearby area which holds the remains 
of the heroes of 1916 and the War of Independence 
which culminated with a visit to the grave of The Big 
Fella – Michael Collins. The tour ended with a visit to 
the O’Connell Tower commemorating The Emancipator 
– Daniel O’Connell. 
     We thank Paddy for his very informative guidance 
amid many amusing anecdotes. The group at this stage 
had built up a thirst and duly headed to the nearby 
Gravediggers Pub (John J. Kavanagh’s) to quench their 

Pictured (l-r): Gerry Goff, David O’Carroll, Declan 
Coburn, Liam McGraynor, Jack Hughes, Dinny Roche, 
Tom McGrath Gerry Ginty, John Smith, Patsy Kennedy, 
Maurice Sheridan and Tommy O’Rourke.

collective thirsts before heading back to the familiarity of 
South County Dublin. 
     John and Emma in Brady’s of Shankill treated the 
weary and hungry travellers to a feed of corned beef 
and cabbage before the group eventually crossed the 
border back into the home territory and relative safety 
of Co. Wicklow. All in all, a great day out and comes 
recommended to any other Branch who wishes to 
undertake a similar visit.

Christmas Lunch: The Bray Branch held its Annual 
Christmas Lunch and Charity Raffle on Saturday 7 
December at Bray Golf Club, starting at 1pm. 

Branch AGM: The AGM of the Bray Branch will take 
place on Tuesday 3 March 2020 at 3.30pm in the iconic 
Harbour Bar at the northern end of Bray’s famous 
Victorian Promenade.

Branch Treasurer Mick Lernihan meets his hero Mick 
Collins – at long last!

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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CASTLEBAR BRANCH 
During the Castlebar Branch day 
trip to Clare Island in July this group 
photo was taken at Roonagh Pier 
prior to departure. Pictured (l-r): Noel 
Campbell (Branch Sec), Michael Kelly, 
Seamus Lohan (Branch Chairman), 
Padraic Dooley, Eamonn Berry, Eddie 
McLoughlin, Mick Ferry, Peadar Howley.

CAVAN BRANCH
The presentation of GSRMA Certificates of Appreciation to Cavan Branch members took place at the Bailie Hotel in 
Bailieboro on 1 October.

Pictured (l-r): Mick Ryan, Chairman; Charles Glacken; 
Seamus Herron; Michael Elliffe; Kieran McGuire and 
Earnan Gilleran, Treasurer.

Front Row (l-r): Charles Glacken, Michael Elliffe, 
Kieran Mc Guire and Seamus Herron. Back Row (l-r): 
Maureen and Paddy Roddy, Gene Murphy, Earnan 
Gilleran, Mick Ryan, Brian Murphy and Eileen Herron.

The Clare Branch held its Annual November Mass in the 
Friary Ennis on Wednesday 6 November with Bishop 
Fintan Monaghan as Celebrant. The attendance by so 
many retired, serving and family members was heart-
warming to all as our recently deceased colleagues and 
family were remembered.
     Those unable to be there due to illness at home 
or in hospital were also remembered and included in 
a special way.  The cold wet bite of that November 
evening was eased somewhat when all were invited to 
refreshments at the nearby Temple Gate Hotel.  The 
hot, fresh and timely food, mixed with reminisences and 
smiles was enjoyed by all including Bishop Monaghan 
who mixed with ease with all. 
     It was a pleasant end to what can, by its nature, be 
a sad and solemn evening. Before breaking up and 
scattering into the night, all were reminded to keep their 
diary date free for our popular Christmas Party Lunch in 
early December. Now in its third year venue capacity is 

tending to be a problem!
     Clare Branch Committee takes this opportunity to 
wish all its members a Happy and Peaceful Christmas 
and most importantly good health now and in the New 
Year 2020.

CLARE BRANCH

Clare Branch members and Bishop Monaghan, enjoying 
welcome refreshments following their November 
Remembrance Mass for recently deceased colleagues 
and family members. 
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of P.J. Brennan); (iv) Meeting with Matt Thorne and 
refreshments in Longford Arms Hotel; (v) Visit to Oliver 
Goldsmith Country & Ardagh Heritage Centre; (vi) Visit 
to the Ancient Bog Road in Corlea (Longford) and Tea 
in the Bog; (vii) Tour of Athlone Castle; (viii) Tour of 
Clonmacnoise followed by a 90-minute cruise on the 
River Shannon; (ix) Tour of Belevede House & Gardens 

in Mullingar, followed by a visit to see Joe Dolan’s 
statute; (x) Visit to Garda College & Garda Museum, 
and social evenings in Bloomfield House Hotel and (xi) 
Dinner at Horse & Jockey Hotel.  
     Our sincere appreciation to all who made the tour so 
interesting and enjoyable.
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Walk in Ballincollig Regional Park: What a joy 
to behold to witness 18 of our members plus Mary 
Doody’s Scottish Deerhound ‘Cassie’ and baby Freddie 
Dinan in his buggy taking part in our 7km walk through 
Ballincollig Regional Park on Friday 27 September. 

It marked the last day of summer sunshine. Along 
the route we observed over 500 school children with 
their class teacher on a nature study of the old Royal 
Gunpowder Mills site.

CORK CITY BRANCH

Front Row (l-r): Richard Barrett, Mary Doody with her dog “Cassie”, Hannah Kirby, Anne Reilly, Teresa Brennan 
holding baby Freddie Dinan, Breda Bowe. Back Row (l-r): Joe Tubridy, P. J. Brennan, Michael Fitzpatrick, John 
McEvaddy, Michael O’ Connor, Denis McCarthy, Breda Byrne, Richard Meagher, Jerry O’ Sullivan, Tim Bowe. 
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City GSRMA)

National Federation 
Pensioners – Protest Day: 
Our thanks to 10 of our 
members for travelling to 
Dublin on Tuesday 1 October 
to attend an event organised 
by the National Federation 
of Pensioners’ Association 
against pension-cuts. Those 
who took part had to stand 
for two hours in the lashing 
rain in Molesworth Street. 
The photograph (right)shows 
them wearing their new 
florescent vests displaying 
the name ‘Cork City 
GSRMA’.

NFPA Protest in Molesworth St, Dublin: Standing in the rain on Tuesday 1 
October in Dublin were Cork Branch reps wearing their new yellow jackets; 
pictured (l-r): Tim Bowe, John Quinn, Mossie Galvin, Gerry O’Donoghue, Michael 
Lewis, John Mullins, Jerry O’Brien, Jim Browne (to rear), Jerry O’Sullivan and P.J. 
Brennan. Missing is Jim Healy. (Photo courtesy of Alan Dowley, AGSI Office)
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Midleton Coffee Morning: Over 20 retired colleagues 
assembled at Coppinger’s Restaurant, Main Street in 
Midleton on Tuesday 8 October for a coffee morning 
organised by the Cork City Branch. Tea, coffee and 
delicious scones were compliments of Cork City 
GSRMA. The coffee morning was in appreciation of 
the support and loyalty of retired members in the area.  
Special thanks to the staff at Coppinger’s and to our 
local representative Jerry O’Brien.

Visit to Leinster House: On Wednesday 16 October 
32 members travelled by train to Dublin for our visit and 
tour of Dáil Eireann and Seanad Eireann. The visit was 
arranged by Senator Jerry Buttimer. Everyone enjoyed 
lunch in the Dáil Restaurant and afterwards were taken 
on a guided tour of Leinster House, including a visit to 
the Public Gallery in Dail Eireann and later to Seanad 
Eireann.  
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Cork City GSRMA Goup pictured with Senator Jerry Buttimer outside Leinster House. (Photo courtesy of Michael 
Lewis, Cork City Branch)

Autumn Break in Wexford: The 
Talbot Hotel in Wexford Town was our 
destination for this year’s Autumn Break. 
It is another hotel in The Select Hotels 
of Ireland Group, and we’ve been very 
pleased with what they have provided us 
to date, and we don’t think their prices 
can be matched elsewhere.
     Their package includes a luxury 
coach pick-up at different locations 
in West Cork, transporting us to our 
different destinations over the couple 
of days and bringing us home at the 
end. The Talbot Hotel was an excellent 
choice. Accommodation and food were 
top class, and the staff were friendly and 
helpful. The promenade across the road 
was a lovely place for a stroll.
     We arrived in Wexford in the 
afternoon of Monday 16 September, and 
had time to relax and take in the sights until dinner time. 
After dinner everyone did their own thing. Tuesday was 
a lovely sunny day as we headed to Hook Head. The 
Hook Peninsula was new ground for most people and 
it did not disappoint. A visitor centre at the lighthouse 
includes a fine restaurant capable of providing meals of 

substance if required.
     A very interesting guided tour of the lighthouse gave 
a great insight into the lifestyle of the light keepers and 
the hardships they endured at times. The technologies 
and tools of times past are always fascinating. If the 
innovative engineers of another era had the equipment 
and tools of today, what would they have invented and 

CORK WEST BRANCH

Members of the group pictured at Hook Lighthouse in Wexford.
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achieved? Would the Luas have a branch line to the 
Moon or Mars?
     We then visited Johnstown Castle, which has been 
refurbished by the State and has been open to the 
public since. We were treated to a very informative 
guided tour of the building. It has a very interesting 
history up to the last century. There is also a very well 
laid-out agricultural museum at the site which brought 
happy childhood memories flooding back to many 
members of our group. 
     There is also a fine restaurant on site. After a very 
pleasant day out we went back to the Talbot Hotel 
and did justice to the magnificent dinner served up. 
After dinner we had a meeting and decided that our 
destination next spring will be Dublin for three nights. 
We then took possession of the residents’ bar for our 
sing-song, and were joined by colleagues from the local 
Wexford Branch, John and Joan Coady, Christy and 
Anita McEnerney and Mick Hyland.
     When organising the trip John Coady provided 
advice on what to see in the area and we were not 
disappointed by his choices. However, a family wedding 
for Bunclody’s John Mullins prevented him from joining 
us with his guitar, but he also had provided suggestions 
on what to see and do. I was also delighted to meet up 
again with Christy McEnerney as I had worked with him 
in Dublin in the early 70s. Mick Hyland had served in 
Cork and was delighted to meet up with old friends.
     We were also joined by one of the guides from 
Johnstown Castle, Dave McCarthy.
Dave plays guitar professionally in a Beatles tribute 
band, and everybody greatly enjoyed his contribution. 
Everybody did their bit to make it another memorable 
night.
     After check-out on Wednesday morning we headed 
for Enniscorthy to visit the 1798 Exhibition Centre. 
We were met by Tony Fagan, another very active 
member of the Wexford Branch. Tony had an excellent 
knowledge of the place and people were actually 
surprised at the extent of the brutality meted out to our 
ancestors at the time. It is certainly a place to visit. 
     Leaving Enniscorthy we headed back to the Rebel 
County, stopping off in Youghal where we dined in 
The Walter Raleigh Hotel. The good reviews about the 
place are well deserved and our group enjoyed a lovely 
evening meal.
     We arrived home safe and sound after a couple of 
lovely days in Wexford. The input by members of the 
Wexford Branch to our trip was greatly appreciated by 
all. They are an active and vibrant branch.

Spring Break: For our Spring Break we’re again 
going with Select Hotels of Ireland. They have booked 

us into The Royal Marine Hotel in Dun Laoghaire for 
three nights B&B and three dinners for €270 pps. The 
package also includes coach transfers for four days. At 
this early stage there are only a handful of seats left on 
the coach, so if anyone is interested in joining in, then 
contact John on 087-3288367. 

Annual Mass: Our mass for deceased colleagues was 
held on 17 October at the Convent Chapel in Bandon. 
Despite the bad weather a good crowd attended. 
Mass was celebrated by Fr Pat Stephenson and he 
was joined on the altar by local Parish Priest, Fr John 
Kingston. A very nice meal was enjoyed afterwards in 
The Munster Arms Hotel. 

On a final note we wish all our colleagues a Happy 
Christmas.

The GSRMA’s 20-year Certificate to Sarah Ryan (Clare 
Branch) – mother of Cork West Branch Secretary Liam 
Ryan – by GSRMA President Matt Givens at Ashlawn 
House Nursing Home, Nenagh in May. Sarah sadly 
passed away on 15 October, aged 95 years. Front Row 
(l-r): Catherine Ryan (Branch Chairperson’s wife) and 
Sally Ryan Back Row: Secretary of Cork West Branch 
Liam Ryan and GSRMA President Matt Givens.
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DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

Coffee Morning: Our monthly coffee morning at the 
Skylon Hotel on the last Tuesday of each month is 
getting very good attendance due mainly to the work 
of the committee headed by our Chairman Jim Murphy 
and our hard-working Secretary Christy Lonergan, who 
sources speakers internally and externally to enlighten 
and entertain our members. Recently we had a 
presentation from Fiona Connolly, daughter of GSRMA 
member John Connolly, on first aid which was very well 
received by our members. 
     We have available to us from our members speakers 
like Michael McGlynn, P.J. Riordan, Nickey Conneely, 
Tim Doyle and our two CC reps John O’Brien and Frank 
Fitzpatrick. John had recently spoken with retired D/
Inspector Pat Marry about his book (The Making of a 
Detective), which is available from all book shops and 
online. 
     Pat agreed to address our coffee morning and 
he provided a most informative and interesting 
presentation. He had investigated many serious crimes 
including 14 murder cases. He was at pains to say he 
worked with a very efficient and dedicated team and 
paid them great credit.
     In 2004 he played a leading role in the investigation 
of the murder of Rachel O’Reilly by her husband 
Joe. Eventually absolutely painstaking investigation 
unraveled Joe’s lies and eventually it was the 
interrogation of mobile phones data which blew a hole in 
his alibi.
     Despite all the evidence and his eventual conviction 
he never expressed guilt for what he had done. Pat has 
been short listed for a Book Award in the An Post Book 
Awards 2019 in the non-fiction category. He shares the 
stage with some well-known names including Edna O 
Brien, Joseph O Connor, Fintan O Toole, Cecelia Ahern, 
Joe Duffy and Rosita Boland amongst others. Thank 
you Pat, well done and the best of luck.

Gratitude to Outgoing General Secretary: The 
Branch wishes to express our sincere thanks and 
gratitude to Paschal Feeney who is retiring from his 

post as GSRMA General Secretary at the end of this 
year. During his term of office he attended all of our 
AGMs and other events, and his address was always 
stimulating and informative and so very well received. 
     Whether Paschal was in Tipperary or ‘Tim Buk Two’ 
on weekends or Christmas Day, when he was contacted 
by our Secretary to circulate the death of a retired 
member it was always done. Thank you Paschal for 
your support to us all. He will be sorely missed and we 
wish him, his wife Claire and family a very happy and 
healthy future. 

Card Games: We wish to remind all members 
interested in a card game that our 25 card game is 
going well on every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm in 
the Skylon Hotel and all are welcome.

As Christmas is upon us we wish to thank all of our 
speakers and presenters, members of the Dublin North 
City Branch for their support over the past year and we 
wish them all a very Happy and contended Christmas 
and a bright and healthy New Year. 

Jim Murphy, Dublin North Branch Chairman, presents a 
‘Certificate of Appreciation’ to Bobby O’Brien.

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH

Coffee Morning: The monthly coffee morning resumed 
after the summer break. On the National Coffee Morning 
for the Hospice, our September gathering collected 
nearly €300 for this most worthy of causes.

Legal Lectures: Branch member and recently retired 
Senior Counsel Tom Cahill is starting his winter series 
of lectures on legal matters, which are of great benefit 
to branch members, covering such items as the 
preparation of wills, probate issues and property title 

deeds.
     Following on his pre-break lecture in June, each 
month over the winter Tom will deliver issues associated 
with the Power of Attorney/Advanced Medical Directive 
and other matters that impact upon normal life.

HARP Annual Remembrance: A large number 
of branch members attended HARP’s annual 
remembrance event at Mount Argus on 14 September, 
with a large attendance from the retired associations of 



the RUC/PSNI. It was great to meet retired colleagues 
who are looking fit and well. It is a great credit to 
the HARP Committee for organising this annual 
remembrance event.

Long Service Certificates: On 19 September our 
Branch Chairman Gerry Blake presented the Long 
Service Certificate and Pin to nine members of the 
branch. For various reasons, three other branch 
members, who were due to receive certificates/pins, 
were unable to attend. The recipients present included 
Con Keane, Kieran Brennan, Martin Neary, Mahon 
Kennedy, Michael Rafferty, William Saunderson, Anne 
Kenny, Michael Leydon and Terence McMahon.

Christmas Lunch: Our Annual Christmas Lunch is 
planned for 12 December at the Spawell Complex, 
starting at 2.30pm; last year was a great event and 
2019 promises to be better.
Branch members are still travelling afar, when one 
hears the stories at the coffee mornings. When the 
winter edition of ‘Síocháin’ is published, our branch 
members will have returned from Ennistymon-sober, 
solvent and conviction free.

Branch AGM: This will take place on 19 March 2020 in 
the Spawell Complex at 10.30am.

As this time, we remember our branch colleagues 
and family members, who have gone to their eternal 
rest. Dublin South Branch wishes all members of the 
Association a very happy Christmas and continued 
good health and happiness into the future.

Back Row (l-r): Con Keane, Kieran Brennan, Martin 
Neary, Mahon Kennedy and Michael Rafferty; Front 
Row (l-r): William Saunderson, Anne Kenny, Michael 
Leydon and Terence McMahon.

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH

Annual Day Trip: On Tuesday17 September a 
group of Dun Laoghaire Branch members set out on 
their annual day trip, our first stop was a visit to the 
Curragh Military Museum in Co Kildare. Our guide 
Garry Rice was waiting in full uniform. Garry was 
very knowledgeable and gave us an excellent tour of 
the museum. It is full of historical vehicles including 
armoured cars, tanks and guns as well as a major 
part of the Chester Beatty weapon collection. 
     There were many genuine artefacts dating back 
to British times and Garry related some of the stories 
that lay behind them. The highlight of the tour was 
seeing the Sliabh na mBan Rolls Royce armoured 
car which formed part of General Michael Collins 
convoy when he was fatally wounded at the Béal na 
mBláth ambush in 1922. 
     Our guide explained that the Sliabh na mBan was 
one of a number of military Rolls Royce armoured 
cars auctioned off in the mid 1950’s, but Sliabh na 
mBan was saved from the scrap heap and fully 
restored to its former glory. It now stands out as 
probably the most historic and iconic vehicle in the 
State.
     Following our tour of the Military Museum we 

headed to our next stop the National Stud, home 
to some of the most famous and expensive horses 
in the world. Our guide was very well informed, 
interesting and held everyone’s attention which made 
our visit a true delight.
     We were given an insight into the history of 
horse breeding and got up close to the famous 
thoroughbreds, even the ones whose racing days are 
now behind them. The past champions such as ‘Beef 
Or Salmon’ have their own special paddock and they 
are known as the ‘Living Legends’ having excelled 
themselves on the racecourse. 
     Our guide explained that here they live like kings 
of the turf in retirement. Following our very enjoyable 
visit to the National Stud the group retired for lunch 
in the nearby Japanese Garden Café and after lunch 
we headed for our last venue to visit Russborough 
House.
     Our tour guide George was very interesting and 
informative as he brought us from one amazing 
room to the next, explaining, not only the beautiful 
architecture at Russborough House, but its history 
and its turbulent past. The art collection is superb and 
he explained its chequered history, as we all knew 
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Branch members at the National Stud (photograph courtesy of Jim Kenny, Assistant Branch Secretary)

some of the famous paintings were stolen from the 
house during a number of robberies. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the tour with George who did a super job.
     Following our tour of Russborough House 
we departed this beautiful location overlooking 
Blessington Lakes for Tulfarris Hotel were we 
completed our day with and an enjoyable four-course 

dinner. 
     Our day trip was one of a number of social events 
organised by the Dun Laoghaoire Branch Committee 
for 2019. Many thanks to everybody for taking part 
and a special thanks to those how helped and 
gave assistance to ensure that everybody had an 
enjoyable day.

DUNGARVAN BRANCH
Coffee Mornings: Pursuing our goal of engaging in 
an activity each month, coffee mornings were held 
on 29 August at Barron’s Café in Cappoquin, on 18 
September at the White Horses Restaurant, Ardmore 
and Dungarvan Golf Club on 29 October. Members can 
always attend with spouse/partner/friend. The 60-80 
minutes meetings rarely accommodate all the important 
matters that need to be discussed or commented upon!

Surprise Birthday Celebration: On 29 August at 
Barron’s Café in Cappoquin, we were gathered in 
the upper room. Attending was Terry Carty who had 
celebrated his 90th birthday privately a few weeks 
previous. As the attendees enjoyed their refreshments, 
management surprisingly paraded in with a birthday 
cake (arranged by the committee) which was placed 
before Terry, to the rendering of Happy Birthday from all 

Front Row (l-r): Fiona Fahey, Sean Clancy and Vincent Bergin. Back Row (l-r): Monica O’Sullivan, Mairead Fahey, 
Margo Sleator, Sheila Norris, Angela Reilly, Denis Reilly, Terry Carty and Breda O’Rourke. 

A Mass for deceased members of ‘F’ District will be held at Boylan Centre, on Monday 6 January 2020 at 7.30pm.
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present. 
     Branch Secretary Pat Norris congratulated Terry on his 
achievement and thanked him for his service to the branch 
since 1986, along the way acting as Branch Secretary 
for 17 years. In reply, Terry expressed his thanks for the 
surprise. 
     A native of County Wicklow, he joined the force in 1954 
and initially served in Cork. In 1986 he retired while Sgt.I/C 
in Dungarvan, having served 32 years – his service years 
have now been exceeded by his 33 years in retirement. 
From being a keen horse ploughman in his youth to 
being an avid dancer in retirement, we look forward to his 
completion of a century.

AGM: Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 12 February 
2020 at 11.30am at the Park Hotel, Dungarvan, and will be 
followed by lunch. All members are earnestly requested to 
attend. Happy Birthday to Terry Carty!

Plaque Unveiled at 
Portlaoise Station: 
Garda Commissioner 
Drew Harris, who 
unveiled a plaque at 
Portlaoise Garda Station 
on 24 October 2019, 
said it will “stand as 
a reminder to all who 
work and visit Portlaoise 
Station of what it truly 
means to be a member of 
An Garda Síochána.” 
     On that night, Garda 
Michael Clerkin (RIP), 
Sergeant Jim Cannon, 
Detective Garda Thomas 
Peters (RIP), Detective 
Ben Thornton and Garda Gerry Bohan responded 
to a call made to Portlaoise station that a number 
of armed men planned to kidnap and assassinate a 
government TD at a vacant house in Portarlington. 
     “They responded to the call in the knowledge that 
they may have to put their lives on the line to save 
others. Yet they did it without hesitation because it 
was their duty to the people of this country and more 
especially to the member of the local community 
whose life was in danger. 
     “When a bomb went off in the property they were 
examining, they showed collective and individual 
courage to rescue their injured colleagues from the 
debris. Sadly, Garda Michael Clerkin was deceased 
when found,” Commissioner Harris noted.

LAOIS BRANCH

Garda Commissioner Drew Harris, Betty Peters, Minister for Justice Charlie 
Flanagan TD, Margaret Clerkin, Jim Cannon, Ben Thornton and Chief Supt John 
Scanlon.

     “Those were dark days for the state and 
actions such as those taken by Gardaí, we are 
commemorating along with countless of our Garda 
colleagues and our colleagues in the defence forces 
protected our precious democracy from those who 
wanted to overthrow it by violent means. 
     “For their actions that night, the five men were 
awarded the Gold Scott Medal in 2017, with 
Garda Clerkin’s medal awarded posthumously. In 
remembering their courage, we must also recognise 
the contribution and sacrifice made by their families, 
particularity the family of Garda Clerkin,” he added.
     “It is good to have so many members of the 
families with us today. I want to register how 
important family support is to Gardaí and the 
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justifiable pride families feel in 
having a loved one join An Garda 
Síochána, despite upset, tragedy 
and hardships that membership 
can sometimes bring. I also want 
to thank the Garda Síochaná 
Retired Members Association 
for making today possible and 
for all the good,” according to 
Commissioner Harris.
     Jim Cannon addressing 
those in attendance at Portlaoise 
Garda Station commended the 
work they do to support retired 
members. “This plaque is a 
worthy commemoration and a 
reminder to all who work and visit 
Portlaoise Station of what it truly 
means to be a member of An 
Garda Síochána,” he noted.
     Laois Branch Secretary Jim Phelan spoke about 
this poster looking to the future, to inform future 
generations of our heritage, and the legacy of 
terrible events and bravery. “We must remember our 
Garda colleagues, our friends, and our memories. 
We remember Garryhinch Portarlington on 15 
October, 1976, the Medal Presentations on 8 

Noel McCarthy, Garda Commissioner Drew Harris, Minister for Justice 
Charlie Flanagan, JimCannon, Marie Roche (GSRMA VP), Denis Bowe, 
Eamon Hession (GSRMA Treasurer) and John Halloran.

December 2017 and the Plaque at Garryhinch Hall 
on 3 September 2018.
     “During the last year people spoke to me about 
their memories…‘as children, we were playing in the 
house the evening before the explosion…’with fire 
and debris coming towards me’… ‘on opening the 
door Jim Cannon covered in blood and dust, stated 
‘my men, are all dead’.”

MONAGHAN BRANCH
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION: The presentation of the GSRMA Lapel Pin 
and Certificate of Appreciation for 20 years of membership was made by Monaghan 
Branch Chairman Joe Dirwan to colleague Hugh Brennan at Glencarn Hotel in 
Castleblayney on Monday 30 September.

REMEMBRANCE MASS: On Tuesday 26 November over 70 branch members 
attended a Mass in the Glencarn Hotel, Castleblayney, to remember deceased 
members. The Mass was celebrated by Fr Stephen Joyce, the son of Monaghan 
Branch members Michael and Kathleen Joyce, Carrickmacross. 
     A social gathering took place afterwards at the Glencarn Hotel, Castleblaney. A raffle was held at the 
end of the night with lots of prizes. This annual event goes from strength to strength and is always a most 
enjoyable evening. Thanks to all members and families, particularly our neighbours in the Cavan Branch, 
who supported what has become a much anticipated evening each year.

Series of Day Trips: On 26 June we visited the Garda 
Training College in Templemore for a tour of the college 
and spent some time in the museum. We had a nice 
lunch in the college and stopped by ‘Dooley’s Hotel bar 
in Birr for refreshments on the way home.
     On 24 August a tour was organised to Dublin to visit 
Aras An Uachtarain. It was a beautiful day where the 
group spent sometime in the gardens of the Aras. We 
were brought on a guided tour of the house, which was 

very impressive. We had a great guide. 
     Afterwards we had tea, coffee, scones at the visitor 
centre. From there we had a great tour of the Guinness 
Brewery. Many of our members had never had been 
there before so there’s a new experience. We had a late 
lunch in the brewery and many thanks to the Clifford 
family for their kind assistance. It was a great day and 
enjoyed by all.
     On 25 September the Mullingar Branch was joined 
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by eight members from Longford Branch on 
our way to the coal mine in Argina. We had 
the usual tea, coffee and scones when we 
arrived and then we brought them we were 
brought on a tour of the mines. 
     Again we had a great guide who 
explained to us the workings of the mine. It 
brought home to us the hardship of the men 
and boys as young as 14 who had to endure 
mining the coal to keep the country warm. 
It is a real tourist attraction now. There was 
a lovely gift shop and cafe which members 
also enjoyed. 
     The party went from there to King’s 
House in Boyle. It was from one extreme to 
the other as the King family who lived there 
were very wealthy. Is a beautifully restored
     Georgian mansion and is now open to the 
public as a museum. With a very interesting 
tour of the house and another wonderful 
guide who was very knowledgeable about 
the history of the house. We went to Kilronan 
Castle for dinner on our way home, after 
spending a very enjoyable three-day trip.

Pensioners’ Federation: A number of 
our members also attended the National 
Federation of Pensioners’ Association on 1 
October at Government Buildings.

Branch Bereavement: The death took place 
recently of retired Sgt Michael Moran. Born 
in 1925 he joined An Garda Síochána in 
1945 before his retirement in 1988. One of 
our longest serving members of the GSRMA, 
Mr Moran was a native of Co. Mayo and 
a native Irish speaker. Sympathies are 
extended to his wife Evelyn and family. Some snapshots of Mullingar Branch, outings.

NAAS BRANCH
Tour of Áras An Uachtaráin: On 30 September 
members paid a much-anticipated visit to Áras 
An Uachtaráin. We met in Heuston Station and 
travelled to The Aras by coach where we were 
greeted by our guide and when we settled in we 
enjoyed lovely tea and canapés. 
     It was wonderful to learn some of the history 
of the house which was built in 1751 as the Park 
Rangers House, it was bought by the British 
Government in 1782 as the residence for the 
Viceroy.
     In the 1840s the house was extended and the 
formal gardens laid and Queen Victoria visited 
and also planted a tree on the lawn. George V 

Enjoying the refreshments at Áras an Uachtaráin (l-r): Jim 
Hill, Rutha Hynes, Noel Hynes, Noel Cregan, Kay Cregan 
and Josephine Ryan.



ASSOCIATION NEWS

Síocháin   47

visited in 1911 and a decade later along with Irish 
Independence the royal link continued and the house 
became the residence of the Governor General, an 
office was set up under the Anglo Irish Treaty.
     The Governor General was replaced by an 
elected Irish President under the
1937 constitution and the first President Douglas 
Hyde moved in on a temporary basis. The Aras 
has hosted so many distinguished guests over the 
decades and the décor is very impressive and a 
wonderful showcase to welcome everyone from royal 
families to two Popes.
     The guide was fantastic and our visit was very 
relaxed we got a look at the President’s Office and 
a highlight for many members was to see the State 
Carriage and The Rolls Royce and many reminisced 
with stories of days on duty. We had a wonderful visit 
to Aras an Uachtaráin and would recommend this 
visit to everyone, a very memorable day trip.

Coffee Morning for Special Olympics: The 
branches of Naas, North Kildare and Athy raised 
€289 in aid of Special Olympics (Leinster Region) 
during a very successful fundraising coffee morning 
at the Glenroyal Hotel in Maynooth on 17 October. 
A very good turnout on the morning was most 
appreciated and a thoroughly enjoyable morning was 
had, including bumper raffle on the day. Many thanks 
to members for supporting this wonderful cause.

AGM: This will be held on Wednesday 26 February 
2020 at 7.30pm in Ryston, Newbridge.

Bowling: Everyone is welcome to K-Bowl in Naas 
every Wednesday at 11am for bowling over the 
winter season. The €6 cover charge includes tea, so 
come along, bring a friend and enjoy some fun on the 
dreary winter mornings. Naas Branch group pictured during a visit to Aras An 

Uachtaráin. 

Pictured (l-r): Pat Ryan, Marie Hill, Alice Lawton, PJ 
Keating, Mary Sheridan, Christy Sheridan and Mary 
Ryan, back Margaret Givens and President Matt 
Givens.

NENAGH BRANCH

Gallivan Headstone Unveiled: A large attendance 
gathered for the unveiling of a headstone at the grave 
of Constable Thomas Gallivan at Ardcroney Graveyard 
on Saturday 7 September.
     Constable Gallivan and his colleague Constable 
Joseph Daly lost their lives in May 1921 during the 
War of Independence and their bodies were buried in 
a bog locally. In 1925 the bodies were exhumed from 
the bog and Constable Daly was buried in Enfield, Co. 
Meath and Constable Gallivan a native of Killarney, Co. 

Kerry was buried in an unmarked grave in Ardcroney 
Graveyard.
     Fr Pat Greed conducted a short service and the 
headstone was unveiled by descendants of Constables 
Gallivan and Daly. A wreath was laid by Gerry Lovett 
on behalf of the HARP Society. The unveiling was 
organised by members of Cloughjordan Heritage 
Group. Matt Givens, GSRMA President, and Eddie 
Scanlan, Nenagh Branch Secretary, attended the 
event.
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AGM 2020: Nenagh Branch will hold the AGM on Monday 
February 2020 at 8pm at The Abbey Court Hotel.

Annual Mass: The mass for deceased members took place 
at Nenagh Garda Station on 5 December.

Christmas Lunch: On 18 December Nenagh Branch 
Christmas lunch will take place at the Thatch in Ballycommon, 
book early.

Pictured at the unveiling of the headstone in Ardcroney 
Graveyard for Constable Thomas Gallivan were (l-r): Eddie 
Scanlon, Nenagh Branch Secretary, Gerry Lovett, HARP 
Society Secretary, and Matt Givens, GSRMA President. 
(Photo courtesy of Odhran Ducie) 

OFFALY BRANCH
Ballina Salmon Festival: On 10 July a party of retired 
members and a few friends availed of their free travel 
passes to take a trip to Ballina to attend the Salmon 
Festival. It was all aboard the 8.30am train with all in 
good spirits and ready for the usual stop at Manulla 
Junction.
     When we arrived at Ballina Railway Station, our 
ever-efficient Secretary Peter Kelly (a proud Ballina 
Man) had arranged a mini bus to take us to the town 
centre. 
     Our visit to Ballina commenced with coffee and 
scones in the Ballina Manor Hotel. The town was 

thronged with people and each street had a display of 
crafts and stalls. 
     After a few hours the legs got tired and we returned 
to the hotel for lunch. We also met a few friends, Aidan 
Roche and Eddie McHale, and they were also enjoying 
the sights. They stayed to have lunch with us and 
renewed by-gone memories.
     The Garda Band played for an hour in the Square 
in front of a large crowd. We also came across two 
members of the Garda Horse Unit keeping an eye out 
for any mischief but they don’t do that in Mayo! By 4pm 
it was time to catch the train for home.

Front Row (l-r): D. Duffin, W. O’Grady, T. Nolan, A. Ginty, E. McCale, J. Hopkins, M. Connor and M. Gillespie; 
Back Row (l-r): B. Fayne, J. O’Donovan, P. Kelly, P. Fox, B. Doherty, D. Bowe and M. Dalton; (A. Roche is missing 
from the photo).

ROSCOMMON BRANCH
Annual Tour: On 28 May 21 members headed off for 
the annual branch tour. The first stop was Drumcliff 
Cemetery, Co. Sligo and a visit to the grave of W.B. 
Yeats and also viewed the church that has a lot of 
historical items on show.

     Following refreshments at the local café, we headed 
to Parks Castle for a boat trip scheduled for 1.30pm 
around Lough Gill, which it took about 1 hour and 15 
minutes. The tour guide gave a detailed account of 
interesting places. On board refreshments were served 
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while some members had a little 
tipple or two as the bar was open.
     After our boat trip we proceeded 
to Glenview Museum in Ballinamore 
where our guide Brian Kennedy 
showed us around the museum and 
explained everything in great detail. 
The members enjoyed looking at 
implements that were in use over 50 
years ago. 
     We spent over two enjoyable 
hours in that museum and would 
highly recommend it for a visit. On 
our way home we headed to Coxes 
Steakhouse in Dromod where we had 
a very enjoyable meal. This was a 
very good trip and we all look forward 
to our next outing.

WATERFORD BRANCH
Day Trip To Wexford: On Tuesday 24 September 
a group from Waterford Branch went on a day trip 
to County Wexford. The first stop was New Ross 
where the group relaxed over tea and scones at 
the restaurant at the Dunbrody Famine Ship Visitor 
Centre. 
     Afterwards they were given a very informative 
guided tour of the Dunbrody Famine Ship and Irish 
Emigrant Experience, where the story of famine 
emigration from the point of view of those who left is 
illustrated very well. 
     Next stop was Johnstown Castle where the 
group availed of lunch before individuals were free 
to explore the Gardens and the Irish Agricultural 

Museum which is housed in the Johnstown Castle 
Estate’s farm courtyard buildings. 
     It houses one of the most comprehensive displays 
of farming and rural life in Ireland. The museum, 
which has been in existence for over 40 years, now 
consists of 19 different exhibitions – everything from 
tractors to country kitchens. 
     At 3.30pm the group reassembled at the main 
entrance to the castle for an excellent guided tour 
of the castle given by members of the Irish Heritage 
Trust. One of our guides was a serving member of 
the Garda Síochána stationed at Enniscorthy. A good 
day out was had by all who attended.

Members of the Waterford Branch during their recent trip to Wexford.

Annual Mass: The Annual Mass for deceased 
members of Waterford and Tramore Garda Districts 
will be celebrated at St.Paul’s Church, Lisduggan, 

Waterford, on Saturday 29 February 2020 at 12 noon. 
The Mass will be followed by lunch, costing €10 at 
Waterford Golf Club at 1.30pm.
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A snack for the group at the Riverside Restaurant on 
conclusion of the walk to St Mullins.
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WEXFORD BRANCH
Trip to Tintern Abbey: In late August a group of 
branch members enjoyed a visit to Tintern Abbey, which 
included a guided tour of the Walled Garden, and they 
were given some garden produce and viewed beautiful 
floral displays. 
     Some members availed of the offer to buy some fruit 
and vegetables at reduces prices. The day concluded 
with a nice meal at the Vines Cottage Bar.

Annual River Barrow Walk: On 4 September we 
travelled to Graiguenamanagh for our annual walk by 
the River Barrow to St Mullins and on arrival enjoyed 

a lovely snack meal at the restaurant by the river at St 
Mullins.

Bowling Nights & Coffee Mornings: John Coady 
has organised regular bowling nights for members at 
the Leisure Centre outside Wexford Town and we will 
resume our first Tuesday coffee mornings. Both events 
will be circulated as usual and all are welcome. 

Bereavements: During the autumn we were saddened 
by the death of a number of branch members. May they 
rest in peace.

A group photo at the conclusion of the Tintern trip.

A group at the entrance to the walled garden.

Members about to sample some of the delicious apples. Members at the canal lock in St Mullins.
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BRANCH  AGM Date  Time  Venue
KILKENNY  January 24th  7.30pm  St Keiran’s College Kilkenny/Annual Mass
NENAGH  Febuary 10th  8pm  The Abbey Court Hotel, Nenagh
LAOIS   February 11th 2.30pm  Portlaoise Parish Centre 
WATERFORD  February 11th 8pm  Waterford Garda Station
DUBLIN WEST  February 11th  7.30pm  Westmanstown Garda Centre, Lucan
DUNDALK  February 11th 8pm  Kennedy’s Bar, Carrick Road Dundalk
ATHY   February 11th 11am  Athy Golf Club, Athy
ATHLONE  February 12th 11.30am Annual Mass followed by AGM at Gillane’s Hotel,   
       Ballinasloe
DUNGARVAN  February 12th  11.30am Park Hotel, Dungarvan
MEATH February  13th  7pm  Dalgan Park, Navan
MALLOW  February 18th 8pm  O’Keeffe’s (Back Lounge) Mallow
TEMPLEMORE  February 19th 8pm  Templemore Arms Hotel, Templemore
OFFALY  February 19th 8pm  Tullamore Garda Station
CAVAN  February 20th 8pm  Farnham Arms Hotel, Cavan
GALWAY  February 21st 6pm  AGM followed by Annual Mass in Salthill Hotel,  
       Galway
LIMERICK  February 24th  8pm  Strand Hotel, Limerick
DUBLIN NORTH  February 25th 11am  Skylon Hotel, Drumcondra, Dublin 7
TUAM   February 25th 11am  Ard na Rí, Milltown Road, Tuam
MONAGHAN  February 26th 3pm  Iontas, Castleblaney
DONEGAL SOUTH February 26th 8pm  Abbey Hotel, Donegal Town
NAAS   February 26th 7.30pm  Roystons, Newbridge 
KILLARNEY  February 3rd 7.30pm  Killarney Oaks Hotel, Killarney
SLIGO   February 4th 8pm  The Embassy Rooms, Sligo
KILDARE NORTH February 4th 7.30pm  Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth
WICKLOW  February 6th  4pm  Wicklow Golf Club, Wicklow Town
CASTLEBAR  March 10th 8pm  Welcome Inn Hotel, Castlebar
ROSCOMMON  March 10th 8pm  Hannon’s Hotel, Roscommon 
DONEGAL NORTH March 11th 7pm  Arena 7, Letterkenny
BALLINA  March 11th 8pm  Merry Monk, Ballina
CORK WEST  March 11th 7.30pm  The Parkaway Hotel, Dunmanway 
MULLINGAR  March 11th 11am  Annebrook House Hotel, Mullingar
LONGFORD  March 12th 8pm  Longford Arms Hotel, Longford Town
DUBLIN SOUTH  March 19th 10.30am Spawell Complex, Templeogue, Dublin 6W
THURLES  March 19th 7.30pm  The Anner Hotel, Dublin Rd, Lognafulla, Thurles
FERMOY  March 25th 11am  Grand Hotel, Fermoy
CORK   March 26th 8pm  Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork 
CLONMEL  March 28th 3pm  The Hearns Hotel, Clonmel
CARLOW  March 2nd 8pm Carlow Garda Station/Annual Mass in Askea Church (7pm)
BRAY   March 3rd 3.30pm  Harbour Bar, Bray
DUN LAOGHAIRE March 3rd 11am  Baker’s Corner
TRALEE   March 3rd 8pm  Meadowlands, Tralee
DROGHEDA	 	 March	3rd	 11am	 	 Monasterboice	Inn,	Sarsfield	Room,	Drogheda	
WEXFORD  March 5th  8pm  Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy
CLARE   March 6th  6pm  Templegate Hotel, Ennis
LIMERICK	COUNTY	 March	6th		 11am	 	 To	be	confirmed

GSRMA BRANCH AGMs 2020

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 2020
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Regular updates on pension matters is now carried 
by Joe Dirwan of the Central Committee. As you are 

aware, Joe is the current Vice Chairperson of the Alliance 
of Retired Public Servants.  
     Joe and the Central Committee shall continue to fight 
the good cause on our behalf to ensure the link with 
parity is maintained in the hope that after more than a 
decade of austerity we receive an increase in our Garda 
Pensions. 
     The good news is that those members who retired 
post 1 March 2012 have now received increases in their 
pensions under the provisions of the Pay & Pensions Act 
2017. 
     Remember all of those members retired on reduced 
pensions, as they took a reduction in pay prior to retiring 
after 1 March 2012. Your pension is based on your pay 
on date you exit the service. Accordingly if your pay was 
down then your pension going forward will be down. 
     The GSRMA, together with the Alliance of Retired 
Public Servants, was instrumental in securing terms under 
the Pay & Pensions Act 2017 to bring those members 
back somewhat in line with all those retirees who have 
retired prior to 28 February 2012.

There is a lot of work to be done on the Alliance front; 
the organisations which make up the Alliance need to 
drastically improve their communications networks to 
ensure that their members are fully aware of what is 
going on and likewise the plans for the immediate future, 
especially as a General Election is imminent. 

A LOT DONE, MORE 
TO DO!

There’s still a lot of work to be done on the Alliance front, 
and the organisations which make up the Alliance need to 
drastically improve their communication networks to ensure 
their members are fully aware of what’s going on and likewise 
the plans for the immediate future, especially as a General 
Election is imminent, writes General Secretary Paschal Feeney.

IN-HOUSE REPORT

CONTINUOUS ENGAGEMENT NEEDED
The GSRMA, and the Alliance in particular, needs to 
maintain a continuous engagement with politicians across 
the political divide on pension-related matters. Retired 
Garda members need formal engagement in negotiations 
on future public service agreements.
     The relatively small number of members still paying the 
Public Service Pension Reduction (PSPR) will finally see the 
end of this deduction next January that is nine years after 
its introduction. 
     From 1 January 2020 PSPR shall only apply to retirees, 
who retired prior to 28 February 2012, and whose 
pensions are over €39,000 per annum. 
     What is known as the fifth phase of pension 
restoration shall see the exemption threshold raised to 
€54,000 per annum.  
     The numbers of retired members within this new 
threshold shall be small, and will all come from members 
of higher ranks on retirement.
     This was the position in relation to PSPR at the 
beginning of this year, many members ask me to remind 
them of where we stand in this regard.  
     If you are paying PSPR then it should come to an 
end on 1 January 2020, and you shall receive a further 
increase in pension by reason of not having to pay that 
PSPR levy.

THRESHOLD VALUES 
The reduction in the PSPR for year commencing 1 January 
2019 as provided for under circular 2/2018 was applied 
to the Garda pensions, paid on 2 January 2019 (January 
2019 payment). measure yielded a maximum saving in 
the reduction of €1,080 over a complete year or €90 per 
month. In cases where the PSPR reduction was less than 
these values then the reduction was eliminated.
     Financial Emergency Measures in Public Interests 
(FEMPI) legislation provided the basis for the Public Service 
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PSSA 2018-2020:
1 January 2018  1%
1 October 2018  1%
1 September 2019 1.75%
1 October 2020  2%



IN-HOUSE REPORT

Pay and Public Service Pension reductions and the reforms 
that took place between 2009 and 2015. 
     The implementation of the FEMPI Acts, which was 
supported through the Croke Park Agreement and 
Haddington Road Agreement, will finally come to an end 
in 2020. Having said all that I wish the Central Committee 
and the Alliance well in this task.

GSRMA REGIONAL SEMINARS 
The first of these regional seminars took place on 10 
December in Gorey, Co. Wexford. All other seminars 
shall be rolled out by the Central Committee in 2020, 
which will be open meetings to all GSRMA members. I 
encourage all members to attend, where possible. 
     These information-led meetings will cover topics such 
as pensions, health, wellbeing, finances, wills, enduring 
power of attorney, and lots more. You will be notified of 
dates, times and exact locations once such information is 
signed off by the Central Committee.

TAX & SOCIAL WELFARE ADVICE
If you wish to register your interest in our free Tax 
Advisory or Social Welfare Services, email
info@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525.

NEW WEBSITE
Register your details on our revamped website 
www.gardaretired.com and download our new 
‘GSRMA App’ for all the latest news, as it unfolds.

GENERAL SECRETARY RETIRES
As you’re all aware at this stage I am stepping down from 
the role as General Secretary of the GSRMA – a position 
I have held for the last seven years. I have enjoyed every 
minute of my tenure, and likewise I enjoyed doing 
whatever I could for you the members of this fantastic 
organisation. 
     We’re the envy of many organisations not only in 
retirement but elsewhere. I wish President Matt Givens 
and the entire Central Committee well in their endeavours 
on our behalf. I also wish to thank the previous Central 
Committees I have worked for under the Presidency of 
Gerry Blake and Matt Cosgrave, and the members of 
those committees. 
     As many of you will be aware, at this year’s Annual 
Delegate Conference in Athlone I made a number of 
assertions against the Central Committee. All of those 
issues have been resolved to the satisfaction of all 
concerned, and I apologise for the remarks, made in 
haste. I hold no ill will or animosity against any member 
of the Association, and I cannot emphasise enough that I 
wish the Association well in the future, and all within the 
Association. Together we will succeed.

GSRMA CHRISTMAS DRAW WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following who each receive 
€500:
James J. Flood, Dublin West Branch (16749)
Patrick Connor, Dublin South Branch (13521)
Denis Harrington Cork City Branch (18324)
Thomas Dunlea Fermoy Branch (17674)
13374 Daniel O’Connell, Dublin North Branch 
(13374)

GSRMA WEBSITE CHRISTMAS DRAW
Congratulations to Louis Curley Thurles Branch 
(14809) – our Website Christmas Draw Winner – 
who has won €50.

Síocháin   59



Síocháin   61

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor,

The recent announcement by the Garda Commissioner into changes to Regional and 
Divisional structures may be greeted by some in Government circles as a positive start. We 
shall see.
    These are based on some the recommendations of the Inspectorate on the report of the 
Future of Policing in Ireland (2018). Though there was a process of consultation by the 
Garda Inspectorate with different stakeholders around the country and Garda members, the 
Commissioners lack of consultation with the public and stakeholders was I contend a faux 
pas on his behalf.
    In Canada, a project that critically assessed the methods used to measure Police 
Performance was carried out by Anton Maslov (2015) on behalf of the Canadian 
Government. This report focused on “public opinion polling” something that has not been 
alluded to in the Garda Inspectorate’s Report.
    A good indicator of public opinion is to survey the public nationally asking the same 
questions. Using words such as “confidence” and “trust” in a national survey would give 
clear indications as to how the Garda are performing and what it is the public requires off 
them. Standardised questions with the same response categories should be asked on Garda 
performance surveys.
    With more responsibilities been added to middle and senior management, it behoves those in authority to find out what the 
public opinion on Garda performance is so that it can be measured in a more precise way so that year ending the Commissioner 
and other stakeholders can have an accurate picture of policing countrywide and where resources are needed.
    These type of surveys will ensure that public participation is part of the policing model and not excluded from it. Moore and 
Braga (2003: 17-24) maintained that there are seven dimensions to Police Work, as follows:
1. Reducing Crime and Victimisation
2. Call Offenders to Account
3. Reduce fear/Enhance personal security
4. Ensure Civility in Public Spaces
5. Use force and authority, fairly, efficiently and effectively
6. Use financial resources fairly, efficiently and effectively
7. Quality Service/Customer Satisfaction.

If we can measure police performance using these types of measurements and a survey that is standardised we may get a truer 
picture of policing needs and requirements going forward but one that will have a public input.

Regards,

Christy Galligan, (retired Garda Sergeant)
Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal.

PUBLIC SURVEY OF AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA



The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Dear Editor,

I remember the summer of 1966 like it was yesterday. With my friends Michael and Paraic, we were counting the days until 
Perks Funfair came to Ballyhaunis at the summer’s end, just before we went back to national school.
    We would eagerly spend all our pocket money driving around in the bumper cars as we called them then. (We learned in later 
life that these wonderful cars were called dodgems).
    We had devised a plan to drive at each other and at last minute to swerve and dodge each other while spinning around, each 
in our individual cars. We would have watched the cars going around the enclosure earlier and picked what we thought were 
the quickest. So, in that summer long ago we learned to ‘dodge’.
    Fast forward to the present. I am still in Ireland and driving on our roads since 1972 while my two pals drive on another side 
of the road, living as they do in the USA.
Irish road rules tell us to always yield to traffic approaching from the right. But over the past year or so, I have experienced this 
basic direction is more obeyed in the breach rather than the rule.
    Many drivers are no longer yielding at roundabouts, entering motorways from slip roads or not bothering to stop 
for pedestrians on crossings. I have given up flashing lights or sounding horn to offenders who drive on to my path on 
roundabouts/ motorways.
    Recently a driver reacted by immediately giving me his middle finger, but he lost control and mounted     the side of the 
roundabout. He had been talking on a mobile phone which fell from his hand. A collision narrowly avoided but he kept 
searching on the car floor as he drove away.
    I could cite many more personal examples, but the conundrum remains for many of the motoring public: ‘To yield or not to 
yield, that is the question’. I suggest that using the Walkinstown roundabout should be mandatory for all offenders. I used it 
first in the 1970s and it’s still a challenge. Maybe the only answer is automated cars as some bad habits never change.
    The lessons learned in Ballyhaunis during that summer of ‘66 have probably saved me from collisions and/or injury too 
many times to mention.

Walter Kilcullen, Dublin West Branch
Dunboyne, 
Co. Meath.

INVALUABLE LESSONS LEARNED IN SUMMER OF 1966

Letters to the 
                Editor

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed 

of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see 

included in the future, contact the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 

Síocháin   63



Síocháin   65

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor,

The recent condemnation by Father Oliver O’Reilly in Ballyconnel, 
County Cavan, on the attack on Kevin Lunney, and the fear of 
further attacks and intimidation by criminals and republican thugs 
was refreshing to hear and is the first step by communities in taking 
back control in the border areas affected by this criminality.
    His fear that people could be killed is very real and cannot be 
diminished or set aside given the propensity of a few thugs to inflict 
serious injury through violence.
People along the border areas are still under the cosh from terrorists 
who are no more than thugs dressed up as freedom fighters.
    They have no mandate from the people and they rule by fear and 
intimidation. What these thugs do not realise is that you may kill or 
injure one person but there are many more of us who believe in the 
rule of law who will take their place.
    Those people who have lived in fear of these thugs must stand together as a community and alienate those who seek to drag 
them back to the bad old days when terrorists ruled certain areas.

Yours, 
Christy Galligan,
Letterkenny,
Co. Donegal.

CONDEMNATION OF QIH ATTACKS BY CAVAN PRIEST 

Kevin Lunney, Quinn Industrial Holdings (QIH) 
director, was recently interviewed on BBC’s 
‘Spotlight’ programme about his horrific ordeal.

SEPTEMBER 2019
Ford Kuga
Bernie Pentony, Drogheda, Co. Louth (family member)
5 x €1,000 winners
*Maria Godfrey, Ballyneety, Co. Limerick (family 
member)
*Patrick Fortune, Garda HQ, Dublin
*Philomena Mannion, Tralee, Co. Kerry (family member) 
*John J Finnegan, Carrick on Shannon, Co. Leitrim 
(retired)
*Karen M Grogan, Longford Garda Station, Co. 
Longford

OCTOBER 2019 
Hyundai KONA Executive
Lisa Fox, Roxboro Road Garda Station, Limerick
5x €1,000 winners
*Paul McMahon, Bishopstown, Cork
*John & Catherine Duggan, Birr, Co. Offaly
**Michael Maher, Tralee, Co. Kerry

*Kieran Kneafsey, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
* Aidan & Caroline Hartnett, Naas, Co. Kildare

NOVEMBER 2019 
Ford Kuga
Michael Burke, Headford Road, Galway (retired 
member)
5 x €1,000 winners
Helena O’Brien, Rathmines Garda Station, Dublin 6
Liam & Stephanie Flynn, Gorey, Co. Wexford
John Twomey, Monkstown, Co. Dublin
Paschal Connolly, Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny (retired 
member)
Noel Mulligan, Athlone, Co. Westmeath (retired 
member)

The draw for the ‘24 Days of Christmas’ started on 1 
December, and car and cash winners will be picked 
every day up to Christmas Eve.

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT UNION DRAW WINNERS



GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 

SEPTEMBER OUTING TO WATERFORD

We settled in with dinner on our first evening 
and everyone enjoyed a wonderful meal, the 

presentation of the food was excellent and all our meals 
were delicious.
     On Wednesday morning many members went on a 
walking tour of the city and this was most enjoyable. 
Waterford is steeped in history and is one of the oldest 
cities in the country. The city is known all over the world 
for Waterford Crystal and crystal has been manufactured 
in the city since 1783 until 2009 when sadly the factory 
closed down.
     Vikings raiders first established a settlement in 853 
and history tells us of many invasions. Throughout the 
medieval period Waterford was Ireland’s second city 
after Dublin. Our tour guide pointed out all the places of 
interest and was most informative.
     That evening John Connolly from the Lifesaving 
Foundation joined us and gave a very interesting and 
informative talk on their work in research on drowning 
and also provided a little bit of local history.

COPPER COAST TO WATERFORD GREENWAY
We also had a fantastic day tour visiting The Copper 
Coast, which gets its name from the 19th century copper 
mines located in the area. We were blessed with superb 
weather and sunshine every day of our visit and everyone 
enjoyed a relaxing lunch break in Dungarvan.
     Our next stop was the Waterford Greenway which 
has been developed as a wonderful amenity for cycling 
and hiking. It opened in 2017 on what was originally the 
Mallow/Waterford railway line and stretches 46 kilometers 

since opening the Greenway has seen record numbers of 
visitors which is excellent for the local economy. 
     The entertainment at night was most enjoyable and 
we also enjoyed a few singalongs. No trip would be 
complete without a bit of retail therapy and on Friday 
a harvest festival with stalls showcased local food and 
crafts, which greatly added to the atmosphere.  
     Alas on Saturday morning it was time to bid farewell 
after breakfast, so our members made their way 
homeward with new friendships made and plans to meet 
again on our next outing to Clare.

A large group headed for a four-night break to Waterford in early September, staying at Dooley’s Hotel, which was 
ideally located on the quayside beside the shops and train station. 

Members of the GSRMA Social Committee pictured in Waterford during our September outing.

Enjoying Dooley’s Hotel entrainment (l-r): Michael O Riordan, 
John Connolly from The Lifesaving Foundation, Ita and Michael 
McQuinn.
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UPCOMING EVENTS HOME AND AWAY!
The GSRMA Social Committee is offering some wonderful and enjoyable deals for members to look forward to in 
the New Year and beyond, starting with a break in Bundoran in January, Sligo in March for female members, a sunny 
south-east break to Kilkenny in April, Galway in September, Wexford in November, while the foreign trip for 2020 will 
set sail for Santa Susanna in Spain!

January 2020 starts with a visit to the popular seaside town of Bundoran in County Donegal, while March will see us 
depart on something a little different and as 2019 coincides and celebrates 60 years with our first female members 
joining An Garda Síochána we have organised a special event for all our lovely lady members with a three-night break 
to Sligo, while in April we will travel to Kilkenny for a four-night break. 
     In May our foreign trip takes us to Santa Susanna, Spain, which is booking extremely well and we only have 20 
places left. Back home we will head west in September with a visit to Galway, while the south east is on the agenda 
again with a four-night return break in Wexford in November. 
     Hopefully we will meet you on our adventures and everyone will be welcome whether you are a solo traveler, with 
friends or a couple, we look forward to meeting you all. Single rooms are limited by hotels and out of our control as 
are single supplements. 
     Therefore, single rooms are allocated on a first come basis we always do our best to accommodate everyone but 
some hotels only allow ten singles and unfortunately when they are gone it is waiting list. It is advisable to book early 
when you wish to travel if you require a single room.

GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL, BUNDORAN

On 20 January 2020 we have secured a 
wonderful four night break to the four 
star Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran. 
This break will be the ideal remedy 
to de-stress after the busy Christmas 
season, so why not join us and start 
the New Year feeling both relaxed and 
rejuvenated.
     There will be a hot punch reception 
upon arrival, followed by dinner and 
entertainment. We have lots of activities 
to help you enjoy your break with aqua 
aerobics, indoor bowls and lots more 
we also have a special rate of only €20 
for a round of golf, this hotel is located 
on the golf course.
     We will have a day tour to the Ballroom of Romance in Glenfarne, followed by a special Mass that afternoon in 
the Franciscan Monastery in Rossnowlagh for our deceased members. We will also remember all of our members 
countrywide.
     Thursday will be the highlight of the tour as we will have our annual talent competition. Once again get some 
practice in as we have wonderful prizes for our winners including hotel vouchers and our perpetual trophy.
     Evening entertainment, dancing, full leisure facilities, wonderful food in this most comfortable hotel with sea views 
and as the hotel is on the Wild Atlantic Way it is an ideal destination for walking. Pick up from and back to Sligo train 
station included.
     On our final evening we will have a gala post-Christmas dinner followed by an Irish Cabaret and perhaps a surprise 
guest. This four-night break is excellent value at only €225 (pps) and an unbeatable €5 per night extra for single rooms 
(limited availability).
     Booking has already started so make sure you’re on our list as this break promises to be a wonderful way to start 
the New Year!
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We have organised a very special outing to Sligo on 9 March 2020 for all 
female members. So, if you have not attended any of our social events 
now is your chance to get away for a couple of nights, which will include 
activities specifically for your enjoyment. Departure is from Dublin Heuston 
Station on 9 March at 10.30am by coach with a stop en route.
     Three nights’ dinner, B&B, evening entertainment tea and scones on 
arrival, a day tour to Belleek Pottery and some shopping on the second 
day to Donegal Town. On day three there’s a super programme of events 
including crochet workshop, indoor bowls, aqua aerobics plus a talk on 
skincare treatments.
     Accommodation at the four-star Yeats Country Hotel in Rosses Point 
includes full leisure facilities and special offers for spa treatments. The cost of this trip is only €220 per person sharing 
with a single supplement of €15 per night extra. Once again availability is limited. We look forward to meeting our 
lovely female members on this great-value outing.

GSRMA LADIES OUTING TO SLIGO

SPRING BREAK IN KILKENNY CITY
Fancy a four-night spring break to Kilkenny City? 
Staying in the four star Ormonde Hotel? Departing 
on 26 April 2020, the break includes four nights’ 
dinner, B&B, evening entertainment, a day trip plus 
all the amenities of Kilkenny city on our doorstep.
     With so many attractions including Kilkenny 
Castle, Saint Canice’s Cathedral, Smithwicks 
experience, Rothe House and gardens and some 
excellent shopping, these are some of the many 
attractions offered by this lovely city.
     The hotel is in a very central location and near 
the local train station. The cost is €245 (per person 
sharing) with a single supplement of €25 for the 
stay.

A wonderful seven-night tour to beautiful Costa Brava in Spain will 
depart from Dublin Airport on 24 May 2020. This tour will include 
seven nights dinner, B&B, accommodation in the four-star Florida 
Park Hotel. Guided coach tours will include Barcelona, Monserrat, 
Girona and Tossa de Mar. Pick up from and back to the airport and 
one piece of checked in luggage included in the price.
     The hotel is in a very central location with shops and cafes a 
stroll outside the hotel door and the lovely beach is situated across 
the road from the hotel. The Florida Park has fantastic amenities 
including indoor and outdoor swimming pools, spacious lounges 
and an excellent choice of food.
     Cost of this outing is excellent value at €795 per person sharing 
and single supplement is €30 per night extra. Staged payments 
will be accepted and travel insurance will be required.
     With only 25 places remaining, early booking is essential. A booking deposit of  €200 per person is required and 
payable directly to McGinley Travel (quoting ‘GSRMA Spain’) phone 074-9135201.

To book any upcoming events or for further information contact Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick on 
086-6080679 or Michael O Riordan on 086-8177985.

SANTA SUSANNA COSTA BRAVA MAY 2020

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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The UK’s newly-formed National Union of Police and 
Prison Officers had received recognition from the 

authorities in August 1918, after ongoing agitation and a 
strike over police pay and seeking better conditions. 
     The authorities in Ireland perceived the Union as 
a threat and the Lord Lieutenant issued a directive to 
the effect that he could not see his way to permitting 
members of the DMP and RIC to join the Union. 
     A direction was then issued to all members of both 
services prohibiting them joining on the grounds that the 
RIC as a semi-military force under the direct control of the 
Crown were subject to the same control as the military.
     Prior to its suppression in February 1919 practically all 
members of the DMP and about 4,000 members of the 
RIC and many prison officers had joined the Union. There 
was a reluctance by RIC members in the north-eastern 
part of Ireland to join the Union.
     A Union conference in London in March 1919 was 
attended by delegates representing the DMP, RIC and 
prison officers under the leadership of Sgt Thomas J. 
McElligott – a young Weights and Measures Inspector, 
stationed at Trim, Co Meath – and Sgt John Brennan from 
Sligo. 

UNION LEADERS SINGLED OUT
Regular bulletins were issued to members from time 
to time, to keep the members up to date but publicity 
through the ‘Constabulary Gazette’ was denied. 
     In a letter to the ‘Freeman’s Journal’ in May 1920 
McElligott repeated the Union’s objectives: “The abolition 
of the Cadet system; that all promotions in the Forces be 
made through the ranks; the disarmament of the RIC; the 
amalgamation of counties and abolition of the county 
system and a demand for Catholic Emancipation of the 
Force.”
     The authorities, apparently concerned with the 
growth of the Union (despite its suppression by the Lord 
Lieutenant), singled out the Union leaders for attention. 
Thomas J McElligott was directed on transfer from Trim to 

Belmullet. He refused to do so and resigned. 
     Two other members stationed in Co. Galway who 
were active in the Union – Constables Edward Tarpey and 
Patrick J Maguire – also opted to resign rather than move 
on transfer. There was a perception amongst members 
that life was being made difficult for Union members. 
     McElligott remained active in the Union following his 
resignation and used the newspapers under the ‘nom de 
plume’ of ‘Pro Patria’ to air his grievances. A collection 
was taken up from the rank and file for the three men 
who were forced to resign and it amounted to five 
thousand pounds. The RIC and DMP had held out great 
hopes that the Union would solve all their problems but 
were very disappointed when it became dormant.
     Thomas McElligott was the son of a small farmer from 
Duagh, Co Kerry and was the second eldest of a family of 
16. He possessed natural leadership qualities, and wanted 
to join the new Civic Guard in 1922 but General Owen 
O’Duffy considered him unsuitable. 
     He had consulted with Michael Collins when the Force 

The question of union membership was first discussed by DMP and RIC members and 
prison officers at a meeting in Dublin in 1918 to voice their anxiety about and their 
objection to the proposed Conscription measures, which resulted in the opening of a 
branch office on D’Olier Street in the capital in December 1918, writes Donal J. O’Sullivan, 
Tralee Branch.

STATE OF THE 
POLICE UNION

The UK’s newly-formed National Union of Police and 
Prison Officers received recognition from the authorities 
in August 1918, after ongoing agitation and a strike over 
police pay and seeking better conditions. 

POLICING IN IRELAND (1919)
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was being set up but supported the ‘Irregulars’ in the 
Civil War, during which he was arrested and interned 
twice. He sided with Eamon DeValera and received a few 
government appointments. He took up farming in Co. 
Kildare and when Clanna Poblachta was founded he left 
Fianna Fáil and joined the new party in which he took an 
active part.  He died in 1961. When the Police Federation 
came into existence in the UK the Police Union was 
outlawed and ceased to function.
     A committee, under the chairmanship of Sir John Ross, 
was set up to look into matters affecting pay and welfare 
of the RIC and DMP. The Committee made favourable 
recommendations for the forces in Ireland based on the 
same lines as the Dessborough Committee had earlier 
made in the UK and which were accepted. The same 
guidelines were again accepted in 1922 when the Civic 
Guards and the RUC were being established to replace 
the RIC.

REPUBLICAN COURTS
During 1919 Republican Courts were established with 
the blessing of Dáil Eireann, with prominent Sinn Fein 
members acting as magistrates while selected members of 
the IRA acted as policemen. 
     In areas where the IRA was strong they proved to have 
some effectiveness with solicitors and clients attending. 
The Republican Police carried out the functions of the 
Courts and the main objective was to cancel out the Petty 
Sessions, and in some cases Courthouses were burned 
down to prevent Petty Sessions being held. 
     In some parts of the country the Republican Courts 
created no problem for the RIC or the rule of law. The 
Republican Police fancied themselves as being the people 
to take over the permanent role of policing of Ireland 
which was expected to follow the disbandment of the 
RIC, but Michael Collins later scotched that idea when he 
was involved in setting up the Civic Guard.

THE BOYCOTT
Following DeValera’s call in April 1919 for a boycott 
of the Forces, the boycott had much support in parts 
of the country where the IRA was strong, with a more 
lenient view taken in other parts. It did create a lot of 
inconvenience for the RIC where it was enforced. 
     With regular salaries the RIC were good customers in 
their local economies. In many cases the RIC members 
went into shops, selected the groceries they wanted and 
left the money for them on the counter. 
     This arrangement found favour with the shopkeepers 
who saw it as a means of getting around the boycott. In 
some parts of Ireland there were no problems. Hackney 
car owners invoked the boycott and refused to drive 
policemen in the course of their duties.

BRITISH ARMY IN IRELAND
At this time, there were approximately 40,000 British 

troops in Ireland but with the exception of a few 
‘skirmishes’ with the IRA, the IRA never took up conflict 
with the army. The British always held the view that it 
would never allow the conflict to be classified as a war 
and sought to have it dealt with as a policing matter. 
This continued to be the view of the British when they 
imposed the Black and Tans and Auxiliaries on the Forces 
in 1920.

GATHERING INTELLIGENCE
From about 1915 onwards, the gathering of intelligence 
was a high priority. A system was in force by which 
information was gathered and collated on numerous 
organisations: the National Foresters; the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians; the Gaelic League; the IRB; the GAA [with 
a distinction being made as to what clubs were under 
clerical control or otherwise]; trade unions and any type 
of a political or social grouping. The closing down of 
small isolated rural barracks left large swathes of the 
countryside without a police presence.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEM
Transport posed no problem for the DMP as there was 
good public transport system available. The situation 
was very different for the RIC where the officers had 
motorcars but the only transport available to the rank-
and-file were bicycles, or to travel on foot, leaving them 
wide open to be shot by the IRA from behind ditches and 
hedges. Due to the boycott, hackney car owners refused 
to drive members when requested. It was not until 1920 
that official transport was acquired with the arrival of the 
Black and Tans and the Auxiliaries.

CLOSING POLICE BARRACKS
The closing of small isolated police barracks in the rural 
areas throughout the country became the norm in 1919 
and by March 1920 a total of 420 barracks had been 
closed down. The personnel from these small barracks 
– usually one sergeant and four constables from each – 
were transferred to the District HQ or other barracks. 
     And in turn, they were turned into mini-fortresses with 
steel shutters on windows, with doors and sandbags and 
protective wire shields surrounding the building. Most of 
the vacated barracks were burned down by the IRA as 
soon as they were vacated to prevent re-occupation.

POLICE VULNERABILITY IN 1919
During 1919 the DMP and the RIC sustained the loss of 
some members who were shot by the Volunteers/IRA 
and their anxiety about their futures was understandable. 
The RIC was the most vulnerable arm of the British 
Government in Ireland – being isolated in small groups 
around the country and unable to move freely around 
their districts without a fear of being shot.
     Senior members of the Force who were eligible for 
pension opted to retire from the Force. It was a 
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Did you know that:
•  Sunlight is our primary source of vitamin D and 

its very difficult to get an adequate amount 
from our food alone. 

• We fail to get sufficient vitamin D because the  
sun is too weak seven months a year.

•  An SPF 8 or higher blocks the production of vitamin D.
•  Vitamin D is important for healthy skin, bones and teeth.
•  Vitamin D supports the immune system.
•  Vitamin D helps maintain muscle function.

D-Pearls:
•  Are dissolved in cold-pressed olive oil for optimal absorption.
•  Come in small, easy-to-swallow “pearls” which are also chewable.
•  Available in 38ug(1520iu) and 75ug(3000iu). 
•  Made from lanolin – the best organic vitamin D source.

Get your 
“Sunshine vitamin” 
(even in Ireland!)

+  Available in pharmacies and health food stores!
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Sign up to our newsletter and check out our product range at www.pharmanord.ie. 
To contact us please call 01 899 1650 or email ireland@pharmanord.com

particularly difficult time for married members who were 
concerned about the safety of their wives and children. 
In very many cases they moved their wives and children 
to the wife’s family home place for protection. Single 
members didn’t have the same anxiety.
     Threats were 
being made to 
the parents of 
serving members 
to discourage 
their sons from 
staying in the 
RIC. Young men 
who wanted to 
join the Force 
were afraid to 
do so. With a 
big number of 
members taking 
early retirement, 
and many of 
the members 
who had left 
the Force to 
join the British 
Army during 
the war failing 
to return to the 
Force either 
through death 
or injury, the 
strength of the 
Force was very 
much depleted 
as 1919 ended. 
A small number 
of members 
also left due to 
intimidation.
     The members 
were extremely 
conscious of 
their vulnerability 
and realised that 
the firearms they 
carried could 
at any time be 
the source of 
a major attack 
by the IRA. 
At one stage 
they had asked 
the authorities 
if they could 
surrender their 
weapons and 

become a civil force – the same as the DMP – but their 
request was very firmly turned down.
     As 1920 approached, the DMP and especially the RIC 
were very concerned about their futures and it was with a 
sense of ‘dejavu’ that they entered the New Year.
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A landowner may make any natural use of his/her 
land. However, if a landowner grows or permits 

the growth on his/her land of trees whose roots or 
boughs or branches encroach into an adjoining property, 
thereby causing damage to the property, or causes the 
unreasonable interference of the use and enjoyment and 
exercise of rights over his/her neighbour’s land, then he/
she is liable for the tort of nuisance to his neighbour.
     An instructive starting point is an extract from the 
Supreme Court judgment in Hanrahan v Merck Sharp 
& Dohme (Ireland) Ltd [1988] ILRM 629, where Mr. 
Justice Henchy, at page 634 stated: It was clear from the 
authorities on the law of nuisance that what an occupier 
of land is entitled to as against his neighbour, is the 
comfortable and healthy enjoyment of the land to the 
degree that would be expected by an ordinary person 
whose requirements are objectively reasonable in all the 
particular circumstances.

WHAT EXACTLY IS NUISANCE?
A nuisance is the unreasonable interference, by an act 
of commission or omission, with a person’s use and 
enjoyment of his/her land, and the exercise of rights over 
the property. 
     Nuisance can be categorised as a private nuisance 
(between private individuals) or a public nuisance 
(between a private individual and the public). A claim for 
nuisance must be grounded on a claim for damage, which 
may be the physical injury to land (encroachment of 
branches, roots) or the unreasonable interference of the 
use and enjoyment and exercise of rights over one’s land. 
The property owner who suffers the nuisance is entitled to 
seek damages through the courts or to seek an injunction.  

Abatement of Nuisance: The common law entitles a

ROOT AND BRANCH 
APPROACH 

TO NUISANCE 
NEIGHBOURS!

An overview of the law relating to the nuisance caused by over-hanging branches from a 
neighbour’s trees into one’s property, the encroachment of roots, and the issue of leaves 
and fallen fruit, is provided here by legal expert Kevin Bowen, Clonmel Branch.

property owner affected by a nuisance to abate the 
nuisance himself.  Care, however, must be taken that 
the injured party to the nuisance does not end up being 
guilty of trespass onto the offending landowner’s property 
by cutting down more than was his entitlement in 
responding to roots or branches overhanging his property.
     A landowner affected by a nuisance e.g. encroaching 
tree roots from an adjoining property need not wait until 
actual damage is caused; he may take protective action by 
cutting the roots as soon as they project into his property. 
     However, such injured party to the nuisance is not 
entitled to lop his neighbour’s tree as a precautionary 
measure before it overgrows his/her land merely because 
he knows that in the course of time the boughs will 
probably overhang his land  (Norris v Baker (1616) 1 Roll 
Rep 393).
     In Lemmon v Webb [1894] 3 Ch 1, [1895] AC 1, the 
UK Court of Appeal held that a neighbour could lop 
boughs overhanging his property without notice to 

LAW OVERVIEW
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Kevin Bowen, LLB, LLM, BL, 
is a practising Barrister and a 
retired member of An Garda 
Síochána.

Cases (Ireland)
Hanrahan v Merck Sharp & Dohme (Ireland) Ltd [1988]  
ILRM 629 (Supreme Court)

Cases (UK)
Norris v Baker (1616) 1 Roll Rep 393
Lemmon v Webb [1894] 3 Ch 1, [1895] AC 1
Mills v Brooker [1919] 1 KB 555

Legislation
Planning and Development Act 2000

the owner of the tree, 
provided that he could do 
so without entering the 
owner’s land.  This still 
remains the law today, 
124 years later.
     As can be seen in the 
case of Lemmon v Webb 
the common law does not 
permit the owner of the 
property affected by the 
nuisance to enter, without 
consent, his neighbour’s 
land to carry out any 
works in an effort to 
abate the nuisance.
     The converse also 
applies: the common law 
does not allow the owner of the overhanging trees to go 
onto, in the absence of consent, his neighbour’s property 
and lop the trees or cut the roots that are the subject of 
the nuisance.

‘Season of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness’: It must be 
remembered that the offending trees, its roots, branches, 
leaves, and fruits, even when all or any extend into the 
adjoining property, still belong to the landowner on 
whose land they are planted, and he has a right to the 
possession of them.  Cuius est solum, eius est usque ad 
coelum et ad inferos (“whoever’s is the soil, it is theirs all 
the way to Heaven and all the way to Hell).
     The overhanging branches and the fruits growing 
thereon were the property of the adjoining neighbour 
before severance by an act of abatement of a nuisance 
and they still remain his property with his right to 
possession after severance, or whether the fruit has fallen 
on becoming ripe, or has blown off by the wind. 
     In effect, this means that the lopped branches, roots, 
fallen leaves, and fallen fruits encroaching into the 
adjoining land still remain the property of the landowner 
causing the nuisance. 
     Therefore, on a strict legal reading, such items should 
be returned next door, in the absence of any agreement. 
Nevertheless, there is no legal obligation on the injured 
party to the nuisance to gather up on his property the 
lopped branches, severed roots, fallen leaves, and fallen 
fruits. 
     However, he cannot appropriate (to interfere with the 
proprietary rights of the owner of the property) them for 
his own use in the absence of consent from the owner.  
The owner of the overhanging branches causing the 
nuisance does not have an unrestricted right of entry onto 
the adjoining property to pick his fruit or gather up the 
windfall; to do so would be a trespass.
     The person who is affected by the nuisance of the 
overhanging branches or encroaching roots is given 

the right in law for the purpose of abatement, and that 
alone. The right to abate the nuisance by lopping the 
overhanging branches does not give a lawful right to 
appropriate the severed branches or the fruit growing 
thereon, or the windfall fruit.  If he does, then he is liable 
to his neighbour for damages of conversion.  
     The English case of Mills v Brooker [1919] 1 KB 555 
was one where a neighbour, the subject of a nuisance 
by overhanging branches from the adjoining landowner, 
picked apples from the overhanging branches and 
sold them at a local market.  He was found guilty of 
conversion of his neighbour’s apples and was liable for 
their value. 
     A Tree Preservation Order (under section 205 Planning 
and Development Act 2000) does not apply, inter alia, 
to the lopping of overhanging branches or encroaching 
roots from such a tree if it is necessary in order to prevent 
or abate a nuisance (section 205(11) of the same Act).  In 
this instance, the person affected by the nuisance must be 
in a position to prove that a nuisance actually existed in 
the first place.

REASONABLE SOLUTIONS TO NUISANCE 
In conclusion, reasonableness between neighbours is 
the key to the early and amicable solution of problems 
in this area of nuisance. The common law is available 
to be invoked, even in the first instance. But if you’re in 
the unfortunate position of being the person affected 
by a nuisance caused by an adjoining landowner, it is 
more desirable that you initially consider giving the other 
party notice in order that he/she is afforded a fair and 
reasonable opportunity to abate the nuisance. 
     As a sufferer of a nuisance, you’re lawfully entitled to 
lop branches overhanging your property without notice 
to the owner of the tree, provided that in the course of 
abating the nuisance you can do so without entering the 
owner’s land. 
     Your legal right to abate the nuisance by lopping the 
overhanging branches does not give you a lawful right 
to appropriate the severed branches or the fruit growing 
thereon, or the windfall fruit.

Disclaimer: The content of this article is legal information 
only; it is not legal advice. It excludes any liabilities that 
may arise out of the use or misuse of the information.



AGEISM VERSUS 
EXPERIENCE

Having a personal and professional interest in what 
local policing will look like in the future, John O’Brien, 
GSRMA Central Committee Member, questions the Garda 
Commissioner’s recommendations to restructure the force. 
He says it is clear that there are enormous strains at local 
level, with under manning and a great confusion as to 
what the future will bring.

In a famous Presidential TV debate in 1984 Ronnie 
Regan was debating with his political rival Walter 

Mondale. One of the panelists – Henry Tuite, a diplomatic 
correspondent with the Baltimore Sun – decided to 
question Ronnie’s age and said that some of Regan’s 
staffers had reported that he looked tired recently after 
the last debate with Mondale. Incidentally the reporter 
looked significantly older than Regan!
     Regan responded with a classic reply, probably 
prepared for such a question by saying he would not 
take political advantage of his opponent’s age and lack of 
experience. Even Mondale laughed at the reply and Regan 
went on to win the election. 
     “If it were not for the elders correcting the mistakes 
of the young there would be no state,” he noted. Regan, 
who was 73 at that time, went on to win by a landslide 
with 59% of the popular vote.
     Specifically in our case we are experiencing the 
‘mistakes’ of the government in relation to proposal for 
Structural Changes in An Garda Síochána. Sure, we could 
have helped, but you never asked. So, is that ageism on 
your part or is it really the case that you don’t know what 
you don’t know? 
     As a newly-qualified crime victim I am more concerned 
with Garda response times, visible Garda patrolling and 
having a decent positive relationship with local stations.  
     I’m not really concerned with hypothetical models or 
jargon-laden presentations. Please give me a bit of good 
old-fashioned policing, albeit with all the advantages of 
a digital age, and explain in ordinary everyday language 
why all this is a good idea.

GREAT BENEFITS OF EXPERIENCE
Any knowledgeable experienced Garda could easily 
explain the absolute fallacy of the current proposals for 
restructuring the service. These are hypothetical proposals 
based on assumptions and presumptions which have been 
untried or untested. 
     One of the great benefits of experience is to be able 
to recognise patterns and trends. The ability to correct the 
mistakes of the ‘young’. These proposals for structural 
change are supposedly based on the findings of the 
Commission on the Future of Policing (CFP), which is 
absolutely not the case. The CFP recommended the 
removal of one particular layer from the Garda Structure 
(i.e. the Regional Level) and the creation of a model based 
on District Policing.
     Specifically, they said: “We do not believe that the 
regional level of command as it currently operates 
should have a place in the more efficient, flatter and less 
hierarchical model that we propose for the future Garda 
Síochána. We, therefore, propose the deletion of the six 
regional offices from the organisational structure, to be 
replaced by a small number of Assistant Commissioners at 
headquarters.”
     This recommendation was ignored. The essential 
point is that the organisation is still far too vertical in its 
construct and HQ is as remote as ever from the frontline. 
And the CFP also recommended: “District police should 
have sufficient delegated authority to handle most day to 
day policing demands, and so they will also need to be 
well supervised. There is currently a shortage of available 
sergeants and this will need to be rectified. The sergeant 
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During the second-round of the Presidential TV debate 
in 1984 between Ronald Reagan and Walter Mondale, 
a reporter with the ‘Baltimore Sun’ questioned Reagan’s 
age. He said that some of staffers had reported that 
he looked tired after the last debate with Mondale. 
Incidentally, the reporter looked significantly older than 
Regan!

level is a critical element in any police service, even more 
so where the front line is to be the primary focus for 
policing. It is also critical to performance management.”

THE HUB OF THE PROBLEM
The response to that recommendation has been to 
maintain the current number of Garda Districts at 96, 
but to strip our superintendents from their command 
responsibility for providing the immediate local policing 
service. These officers are to be replaced by inspectors 
but what will the superintendents do now and what 
command of resources will they have? 
     These superintendents are to be employed on 
a divisional basis, with responsibility for what is 
mysteriously termed ‘Divisional Hub Capabilities’ with 
the equally oblique titles of ‘Community Engagement 
Hub’, ‘Performance Assurance Hub’, ‘Crime Hub’ and a 
‘Business Services Hub’. 
     Try as I might I cannot find anyone either at home 
or away to convince me that these untested proposals 
are anything else but a nightmare. To add even more 
confusion to the issue, 427 out of the 535 stations will be 
directly affected by these proposals. 

RUSSIAN NEST OF DOLLS
The Garda structure is a bit like the Russian nest of dolls 
with the mother doll enclosing a series of progressively 
smaller ones. At the top is the Minister and the Garda HQ 
with the Specialist National Units, the Regions come next 
(currently at six and now planned to be four), the Divisions 
(now at 28 and suggested to be 19). Then there are 98 

Districts and 535 Stations, which remain unchanged, 
followed by individual units, right down to the front-of-
service Gardaí. 
     Personally, as a recent crime victim complete with Pulse 
Number, I have both a personal and professional interest 
in what local policing will look like in the future. 
     It is clear that there are enormous strains at local level, 
with under manning and a great confusion as to what the 
future brings.
     A leaner organisation would eliminate some of the 
intermediate layers and enhance the frontline in a clear 
coherent fashion.

SOME QUESTIONS REMAIN UNANSWERED
The Commissioner attended at the Dáil Justice 
Committee on 18 September  yet didn’t answer 
any of these questions, which proponents of these 
changes also failed to answer:
Q. Who has ownership of these structural changes 
and have you built a constituency for change?
Q Have Gardaí had input into the proposals and 
were they consulted or were they just told?
Q Were there not pilot projects and presumably that 
exercise would have pointed out the wisdom of the 
changes?
Q. Where is this particular system working elsewhere 
as a true beacon of good policing practice?
Q. Did the Commission on the Future of Policing not 
recommend these changes?
Q. Superintendent are to be replaced by Inspectors 
in local Districts, but what will the Superintendent 
do now and what command of resources will they 
have? These Superintendent are to be employed 
on a Divisional basis, with responsibility for what is 
mysteriously termed Divisional Hub Capabilities with 
the equally oblique titles of Community Engagement 
Hub, Performance Assurance Hub, Crime Hub and a 
Business Services Hub?
Q. Please explain why this system will produce 
beneficial results when it has not been properly and 
empirically evaluated?
Q. Is there independent expert oversight of these 
changes?
Q. Has any impact assessment been carried out in 
terms of service levels and staff?
Q. What contingency planning has been factored in?
Q. So, why are we doing this?

However, facts matter to us the retired citizens; our 
experience was hard-earned in real frontline policing. 
Please remember that just like politics all policing 
is local and so I wager that there will be strong 
reminders of this as the election draws near.



In early December of the winter of 1946 the snow 
flurries were threatening for some time. After several 

weeks of cold easterly winds, gusting from Russia, snow 
and high winds set in on Monday 24 February 1947.
     The high winds blew the snow into huge drifts and 
the rural Mayo countryside, as well as many other areas, 
was crippled for a very long period. The news of Big Jim 
Larkin’s serious illness in Dublin’s Meath Hospital was 
consigned to the inner pages. He would pass away on 30 
January 1947.
     A travelling show of ‘playboys’ visiting Straide’s fair 
green with their hurdy-gurdy machines, were completely 
snowed in and had no choice but to remain on and try to 
entertain the locals, in exchange for food, such as fruit, 
vegetables and home-cured bacon. 
     Philip Mont, who was the manager of the troupe, 
made an arrangement with the Parish Priest to move the 
whole shebang into the parish hall, on account of the bad 
weather.  
     Tents would not suffice in the prevailing arctic 
conditions. There was a big open fireplace in a wing 
of this old, converted church, and there was also an 
abundant supply of ‘borrowed’ turf to keep the fire 
blazing.
     There was a public address system through which 
records were broadcast to attract the patrons. The source 
of electric power for this PA system was a two-stroke 
petrol generator that went putt-putt-putt-bang-bang-
bang bang in a little tent out the back. 
     A big, bugle-shaped loudspeaker was mounted on a 
pole outside and one popular record that they frequently 
played had these familiar lyrics; ‘Oh the weather outside 
is frightful’ but the fire is so delightful, and since we’ve no 
place to go, let it snow, let it snow, let it snow.’

THE HOLLY AND THE IVY
Christmas was indeed a magical time though, and our 

UNWRAPPING 
MY CHILDHOOD 

CHRISTMAS
There is something about this time of year that always evokes nostalgic memories for Tony 
Ruane of several Christmas seasons his childhood that he still vividly remembers, such as 
early recollections of the Arctic Winter of the ‘Big Snow’ in 1946-47.

Tony Ruane

house was copiously decorated in fresh holly and ivy 
with gleaming red berries, with multi-coloured Christmas 
candles. These candles measured about two feet in length 
and about an inch and a half in thickness. 
     Purchased in Jones’s hardware and fancy goods shop in 
Foxford, about a dozen of these wax candles were carried 
home in the horse-cart with the rest of the Christmas 
shopping. There were very few paper decorations then 
and plastic had not shown its ugly face. 
     The shopping spree coincided with the ‘Christmas Fair 
of Foxford’ which took place on 10 December, and as a 
rule a couple of livestock were sold at the fair to finance 
the Christmas shopping. Any toys or small gifts for the 
young ones were usually purchased at the same time and 
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hidden in the straw-ricks until Christmas morning. 
     Strange as it may seem, turkey was not commonly on 
the menu for Christmas dinner during my childhood. A 
couple of geese were the usual delicacy and these would 
be cooked in a large pot over an open fire with glowing 
coals placed on the lid, to provide all-round heat. 
     The emanating fat or ‘goose grease’ was stored and 
retained as a medicinal rub for various family ailments 
throughout the following year. The feathered wings of the 
deceased geese were recycled and stashed in the angle of 
the crane, or on the hob, to be used as hearth sweepers; 
these quills usually lasted until they were replaced by the 
following Christmas quills.

THREE CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
On Christmas morning there always seemed to be a 
dusting of heavy 
frost or snow on the 
ditches and ice on 
the potholes, as we 
made our way in 
the semi-darkness 
to early mass in the 
local church. As a 
rule there were two 
Masses on Sundays 
and holydays of 
obligation, but on 
Christmas Day there 
were three masses 
to accommodate the 
extra visitors.
     Kevin Hynes, 
(the local publican’s 
son) would sing 
‘Adeste Fideles’ and 
all of the classical 
Christmas Carols, to 
the accompaniment 

Christmas was a magical time….and thr Ruane household was copiously decorated in fresh holly and ivy with gleaming 
red berries, with multi-coloured Christmas candles.

of Mrs McDonnell on the thundering organ, in the loft at 
the back of the church. Kevin had a rich tenor voice which 
had been professionally moulded in a school of music in 
Dublin. The resultant sound was magical.
     The church would be full to capacity with ‘spailpeens’ 
dressed in all their finery. Specially purchased new clothing 
for the trip home at Christmas would be worn with great 
pride. These migrants were mainly male; very few women 
migrated in those days. 
     However, these migrants would be flush with English 
money and the local shops and pub would prosper for 
the duration of their stay. After mass there was a session 
of meeting and greeting with warm handshakes and 
embraces on the forecourt of the church. 
     There were enquiries about people who ‘had not come 
home for Christmas’ and who, for reasons better 

The shopping spree coincided with 
the ‘Christmas Fair of Foxford’ on 
10 December, and as a rule a couple 
of livestock were sold at the fair to 
finance the Christmas shopping. Any 
toys or small gifts for the young ones 
were usually purchased at the same 
time and hidden in the straw-ricks 
until Christmas morning. 
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known to themselves, had not been seen 
for several Christmases. These were on the 
unofficial ‘missing list’. Some had set up 
second families in London, Birmingham or 
Manchester and would never be seen again. 
This was the Irish format for divorce or 
separation in those days, and was another 
Irish solution to an Irish problem of the times

THE CHRISTMAS BOX
The local grocery shop (Jimmy Doherty’s), 
now a pub called ‘The Davitt Lounge’, usually 
gave a Christmas box, containing all kinds of 
groceries, with a bottle of whiskey for dad, 
cigs for mother and some sweets and biscuits 
for the younger family members.
     The New Year was also a big celebration, 
with great importance associated with ‘who 
would bring in the New Year’ – the first 
person to cross the threshold of a household 
after midnight on 31 December.
     If it was a red-haired person, there was major 
trepidation of impending bad luck for the coming year. 
Sometimes a person would depart from the house with 
a lighted stable lantern and head off for a neighbouring 
home on a special mission to ‘bring in the New Year’ to a 
neighbouring house. 
     On lifting the latch and stepping inside the door, the 
visitor would exclaim; “God Save All Here”! Then the 
visitor would be welcomed and given a drink or a piece of 
plum pudding, before departure for another residence.

THE LITTLE PEOPLE
‘Superstition was rife in rural Ireland then and quite a 
lot of people believed in ‘The Fairies’. The generation of 
my grandparents certainly lived by the rule of the ‘little 
people’ and so did my mother and father also, but to a 
lesser degree. 
     Most of the stories around the fire at Christmas, in the 
days before TV, were about the fairies. I can remember 
being put to bed in a state of fear, having listened to 
the stories at the fireside. A lighted candle or a bicycle 
lamp was demanded and had to be left alight in the 
bedroom to ward off the fairies, lest they should come 
and whisk me away to one of their fairy forts and I would 
never be seen again. Of course sleep would soon come 
and transpose me to a dreamland, usually populated by 
ghosts, goblins and fairies. 
     I can well remember the flagstone floor freezing my 
bottom as I looked up at all the adult faces as they told 
eerie ghost stories. But the fire blazed and my freezing 
bum would be warmed at the fire before I was dumped 
into a big, feather-bed that very quickly warmed up. 
     On very cold nights a few egg-sized smooth stones 
were dropped into the fire and when they had heated, 
they were taken out with the tongs and dropped into 

a woollen sock, which would be placed between the 
blankets, as a bed-warmer. The big snow in 1947 was 
pure magic, and was better than any electric blanket 
(which had not as yet been invented I believe). And 
anyhow there was no electricity.
     Around the blazing turf fire at night time, the older 
sisters usually read fairy stories to the rest of us from the 
storybooks that came from Santa. During the day it was a 
survival situation. We all had our tasks to perform, such as 
gathering firewood to supplement the turf fire which was 
never allowed to go out.
     At night-time ashes was shovelled from the ash-pit 
beneath the grate and piled on top of the glowing turf 
fire. This maintained it in a slow-burning mode, until it 
was rummaged to life with the tongs on the following 
morning. It was a great system of heating and a constant, 
mean temperature was maintained in the living area of 
our home.

SNARING THE RABBITS
My elder brothers, Tom, Mick, Joe and John (with me 
bringing up the rear), would head off in the gathering 
dusk to set snares along the snowy hedges and ditches to 
catch rabbits. Next morning was an early riser, to go and 
check out the snares. I can well remember seeing my first 
snared rabbit lying stiff and stark, covered in frost.
     I had a little covert cry to myself when I witnessed this 
scene. I pitied the poor little creature and pondered as to 
how he had felt before his slow death by strangulation. 
My snare setting ended there and then.
     The rabbits would be brought home; gutted, skinned 
and put in the big pot over the fire. Rabbit stew, with 
carrots, turnips, parsnips and seasoning, had a flavour like 
nothing else; with a pyramid of ‘Kerr’s Pink (a variety of 
potatoes) on a big willow-patterned platter in the middle 
of the table, and a big flowery jug of fresh milk on the 

Tony Ruane’s earliest recollection is of the ‘Big Snow’ in 1946-47.
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side, to fill the large blue-hooped drinking mugs.

CASTLEBAR BACON COMPANY
Any excess rabbits would be gutted and hung by their 
back legs on nails driven into the timber wall-plate in the 
cart-house. They 
hung there for a 
period to cure, and 
later they would 
be draped onto 
the handlebars 
of John’s bicycle 
and taken to the 
Castlebar Bacon 
Factory nine miles 
away, where they 
would be sold for 
about a half crown 
each.
     The proceeds 
of selling a dozen 
rabbits would 
provide good 
pocket money 
for a growing 
teenager and a 
few coppers for 
me as well. (John 
would later join 
and retire from An 
Gárda Siochána 
with the rank 
of Inspector at 
Dunlaoghaire 
Station, where he 
and his beloved 
Peggy still live.
     Joe also applied 
and joined up, 
after the usual 
examinations. 
Having spent some 
time in Glenville, 
Co. Cork, he was 
drafted to the 
border station in 
Hackballscross. 
He found 
May in nearby 
Carrickmacross, 
Co Monaghan and 
they were married 
there in 1961. 
This resulted in 
another transfer 
to Donnybrook, 

in Dublin, where they settled, in nearby Blackrock, to rear 
their family
          Of course it was only natural that yours truly would 
follow the two big brothers into the force where we all 
still enjoy membership of the great GSRMA.

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES

NED O’SHEA & SONS
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

www.nedoshea.com

Ned O’Shea & Sons Construction Limited, Tralee is one of the most established builders 
in Kerry and has a reputation for completing projects on time, on budget and to a very high 
standard. We are committed to a tradition of Quality and Excellence.

We have a Wealth of Experience in the business spanning back more than 50 years in Kerry 
and further a field.

Our portfolio of clients include Retail, Education & Religious, Medical, Hotel & Leisure, 
Residential, Industrial, Commercial, Local Authorities and all Other Public Bodies.

Quality and Excellence for over 50 Years

Tralee Office
Ned O’Shea & Sons Construction Ltd.
Rock Business Centre
Tralee, Co. Kerry.

Tel: +353 (0)66 7121240  |  +353 (0)66 7126319
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Some time ago I spent a few days on holiday in the 
small town of Cawood in North Yorkshire in England. 

Built on the River Ouse, Cawood is a lovely small town 
with a population of approximately 1,200 and the 
housing and buildings are mostly red brick. 
     Like many small country towns in Ireland it has a large 
ageing population. I was interested in how the town had 
progressed in the last 20 or 30 years and if services had 
become better or worse during that time. 
     I wondered what part of Co. Offaly could be compared 
with Cawood both in population size and location, and 
Kilcorrmac immediately sprang to mind. The population of 
Kilcormac is roughly 1,200 to 1,500.
     Cawood is situated about five miles from the town of 
Selby and 10 miles from the large town of York. During 
my stay in Cawood I stayed with a relative who has 
resided there for many years and was an ideal person to 
give me a run down on how the town has progressed. 
     The first thing that I noticed was an absence of 
business premises and shops in the town, so on one of 
our walks I asked my relative if the town was always like 
that and I was shocked when she told me of the changes 
that had occurred.
     She informed me that when she came to reside in the 
area the town had three grocery shops, a bakery, a barber 
shop, a shoe repair shop, a hotel, six pubs, two doctors 
and a police station. That list is now reduced to one pub 
and a small shop which sells stamps and newspapers, 
bread and milk. All the rest have disappeared. 
     As we passed a particular house she pointed out to me 
that it had been the police station. It is now a dwelling 
house and all that remains of the previous police presence 
is a plaque on the wall saying The Old Police House. 
     I then asked her what local people would do if they 
needed a police presence and she said that they would 
have to contact the police at York. I then asked her did 
she know any police man or did she ever see anyone 
walking around and the answer was negative.

REGIONAL DIVISIONS
For the last two months we have been hearing of 

a new set of proposed changes which will radically 
alter the structure of An Garda Síochána. The present 
Commissioner, Drew Harris, seems to be anxious to 
implement the changes as soon as possible. 
     Having spent 36 years as a member of An Garda 
Síochána I still retain an interest in how the Garda force 
is progressing. It seems to me that his new proposals are 
very much in line with the English model and, as I found 
on my visit to Yorkshire, that model does not seem to 
have any advantages for An Garda Síochána. 
     If you divide the country into regional police forces 
and give each area a budget, controlled by the person 
in charge (possibly a civilian) it is possible to control their 
finances and cut them if necessary.
     I recently listened to Mr Harris as he outlined some 
details of these new proposals, and community relations 
with the ordinary citizen seem to be high on his list. I 
noticed that he was not asked a very important question 
“How do you develop trust between the Gardaí and the 
civilian population if there is no interaction, other than a 
patrol car flying by?” 
     The present direction seems to me that you 
concentrate all your manpower in a central location and 
respond to emergency calls from that location. That is the 

Having served 36 years as a member of An Garda Síochána, Michael Dalton, Offaly Branch, 
still retains an interest in how the force is progressing. Following a visit to a small town in 
North Yorkshire, he says that the Commissioner’s new policing proposals seem very much 
in line with the English model, and claims this will not have any advantages for An Garda 
Síochána.

KNOWING THE 
PEOPLE YOU POLICE

Community relations means nothing if you do not know 
the people you police, according to Michael Dalton.
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model which I saw in operation in Cawood, but which 
does not seem to be working there. 

INTERACTION BUILDS UP TRUST
I still know many people in the areas around Tullamore 
who have lost their Garda Station and the saddest 
comment that is 
made to me is “I 
know no Gardaí 
any more except 
to see them flying 
by in a patrol 
car”. 
     In my opinion 
trust is built by 
interaction with 
the people. 
Community 
relations is a 
lovely phrase but 
it means nothing 
if you do not 
know the people 
you police. Due to 
the Brexit disaster 
heading our way, 
especially in the 
border region, 
trust and local 
knowledge will 
be the rock we 
survive or perish 
on. 
     I feel we 
should stop and 
think before we 
allow An Garda 
Síochána to drift 
further away 
from the normal 
citizen. When I 
drew comparison 
between the 
town of Cawood 
and Kilcormac I 
wondered if the 
time is not too 
far away until we 
see a plaque on 
the wall ‘The Old 
Garda Station’.
     On a lighter 
note while I 
was in Yorkshire 
I visited the 
beautiful city of 

York, and was lucky that my visit coincided with a festival 
of country dancing and music. I was amazed that, to a 
great extent, it was much like our own Irish dancing. I 
often heard of a ‘Hurdy Gurdy’ but I never knew what it 
was, until I saw one in York and I took a few photographs 
to bring the message home.
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Addis Ababa is the capital and largest city in Ethiopia 
with over seven million people and the language 

spoken is Amharic. Ethiopia is one of the poorest 
countries in the world and the economy is mainly driven 
by agriculture while coffee is the biggest export product 
of the country. There is a very young population and the 
average life expectancy is about 50 years of age, while 
only one in 20 are over the age of 50.
     Atse School is run by The Daughters of Charity and 
receives no financial support from the Government. The 
charity provides free education, daily meals and medical 
care to children who are the poorest of the poor and they 
work hard to break the cycle of poverty. 
     The parents want their children educated and rightly 
see education as the primary means out of poverty. The 
children are not only from parents who are victims of 
leprosy and blindness but many are orphaned as a result 
of the HIV/Aids pandemic.
     We arrived at the school in mid-July 2019, and were 
joined by two other volunteers from Ireland. We worked 
as a team on a summer project to help Grade 7 and 8 
students improve their English. 

PURSUING FURTHER EDUCATION 
In the Ethiopian system the children study all subjects 
through English from Grade 8 onwards, and here they 
do the state examinations for entry into second level 
education. Unless children pass an examination to a 
specific standard in English they are not allowed to 
proceed with further education.
     We divided the 80 children into four groups and the 
programme we ran gave the 11 to 15-year-olds lessons 
in English, Art, Music and Sport. It was possible to do 
this because of the resources we brought with us, having 
received donations from family, friends and neighbours.  
It was great to see the enjoyment they got from the 
activities and the progress they made. 
     Physical Education was very popular and they always 
enjoyed outdoor games like skipping, football and 
volleyball. The children enjoyed painting and crafts and 
loved seeing their art work on display in the classroom. 
They also had some computer lessons which were carried 
out on old computers donated to the school.
     The children attended class Monday to Friday and 
would wait in the school yard every morning at 8.30 and 

greet us with 
a smile as we 
arrived. They 
would offer to 
carry our bags 
to and from 
the classroom 
and there 
was always 
a hand up 
to clean the 
blackboard or 
do a message. 
The classrooms were very basic with just old desks and a 
blackboard. 
     The lighting was poor and some of the rooms had 
puddles of water from leaking roofs. Even though I was 
completely out of my comfort zone and had no training 
as a teacher, I enjoyed helping the children improve their 
English and loved teaching them songs and games.

IMPORTANCE OF MULTI-SENSORY APPROACH 
The afternoons were spent developing a library system 
for the school. Here, as in all aspects of our work, the 
resources we brought with us such as cellotape, glue, 
card/paper, scissors, proved very useful. 
     The teachers in the school also got lessons in English. 
The importance of a hands-on, multisensory approach to 
learning, rather than a reliance on Chalk and Talk, was 
highlighted and demonstrated to the teachers.
     A key area of our work as volunteers was supporting 
the use of English among our hosts – the Daughters of 
Charity. This included visiting their projects and helping 
them to write up minutes of meetings and compile 
reports. This type of work is very stressful and demanding 
with their limited expertise in the language. It is an area 
where volunteers are truly welcome. You don’t need to be 
a teacher to support the charity in this work.
     A very sad event happened when we were in Addis. 
A sister of one of the Montessori student teachers in a 
school in the south of the country was drowned in a boat 
trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea. Just 23 years old, 
she was one of 150 from the Eritrean border to have 
perished, 17 of those young people were from the same 
village. 

VOLUNTEERS LEARN PRIMARY 
LESSONS OVERSEAS

Martina O’Neill, Dublin North Branch, shares some fond memories of four weeks she spent 
last summer with her husband Ben volunteering with the Vincentian Lay Missionaries, in 
Atse School in Kechene, a poor area on the edge of the sprawling city of Addis Ababa.

Martina O’Neill and her husband Ben 
pictured with Salem, a young girl who 
worked for the Daughters of Charity. 

OVERSEAS VOLUNTEERS
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COMMUNITY—BASED PROJECTS
That evening an Ethiopian wake took place in the 
compound where we were staying. People from other 
congregations came and sat with the grieving relatives. 
It had resonances of our own grieving process in Ireland. 
It brought home 
to us the reality 
and the awfulness 
of human 
trafficking, where 
young people 
feel they have no 
option but to risk 
life itself in this 
way.
     It is in this 
world that the 
Daughters of 
Charity provide 
the power to 
change. They are 
building strong 
community-
based projects 
and helping 
women to help 
themselves. We 
visited some of 
these community 
projects, and the 
charity provides 
a platform for 
the children to 
shine through 
education.
     We stayed 
with the 
Daughters of 
Charity, where 
we had all our 
meals and were 
driven to and 
from school every 
day by Sr Elsa, the 
Principal of Atse 
School. We were 
comfortable and 
were looked after 
very well. They 
were all so kind 
to us and enjoyed 
having volunteers 
stay with them.
     We were 
delighted to 
have participated 

in this project and consider it to have been a very 
worthwhile and enriching experience, and it has opened 
our eyes to the world of volunteering. 
     For more information visit the website www.vlm.ie or 
contact the Projects Co-ordinator on 01-8102570.
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Motorised vehicles were few and far between. 
The era also straddled two world wars and the 

accompanying hardships this evoked for an island nation. 
I will here endeavour to describe some of the ways of life 
and the methods used which moulded people to become 
“Jacks of all trades and masters of all”.
     The farming community were self-sufficient, growing 
root crops and cereals to sustain their household and 
animal requirements. All farm work was carried out with 
the use of horses. The farmer was also a crafty individual 
who in February each year would obtain from the grain 
merchants samples of seed. 
     Then taking soil from the field intended to be sown 
he would place it in small boxes (usually biscuit tins) and 
in each box would put 100 grains of each variety. All 
boxes were then placed in a darkened area and when 
sprouted he knew which was the most suitable variety 
from the greater number of seeds grown. A common 
sight would be to see a man working in a field using a 
Sugan (rope made from straw) to hold up his trousers.

FRUGAL FARMING COMMUNITY
Up to the late 1950s the farming community were of 
frugal means and had to be of a dextrous disposition 
to survive. For example should a cow have difficulty in 
calving he would insert his hand, through the birth canal, 
into the womb. 
     Having rectified the position of the calf he would 
attach a rope to its foremost legs to guide it into the 
world, with help from his neighbouring farmer- presently 
this task is undertaken by a vet, using a calfing jack. A 
calf suffering from hoose would have a shovel containing 
a smouldering sod of turf, sprinkled with creosote, 

placed under its chin for 10 minutes so as to kill the 
worm. 
     If an animal contacted murrain (red water) the owner 
would get a two-foot length of string and following 
a given pattern would make a number of loose knots 
before placing it on the animal’s back. He would then 
pull both ends of the string to unravel the knots and 
eject the worm. 
     This procedure is commonly referred to as ‘cleas na 
peiste’ (trick of the worms). Due to the plentiful supply 
of cereals rats were a major problem. The early system of 
eradication was a method known as ‘Leacht Ine’. 
     This consisted of a two-foot high 18 inches wide 
stone flag which would, on firm ground, be balanced in 
an upright position with a hazel twig. A bit of roasted 
meat would be placed at the top of the twig. As the rat 
commenced to climb the twig he upset the balance and 
the rest was history. 
     Three-legged dogs would also be a common enough 
sight. This was because rural people trapped rabbits, 
in the aftermath of the wars and dogs very often got 
caught in the traps, severing their paws. On a wet day 
while working the farmer would drape a fertiliser bag 
over his shoulders, securing it under his chin with a horse 
shoe nail. 
     He would fashion another bag, into a cowl and in a 
similar manner secure it under the chin. In warm weather 
he harnessed water and placed his milk in containers to 
keep it cool. He would be somewhat superstitious and 
on high alert during the month of May about anything 
concerning milk or lighting domestic fires. When his 
mare foaled he was never at ease until he placed the 
afterbirth on the rafters of the stable. 

THE WAY WE 
WERE….WAY BACK 

THEN
‘Bhi sin ann  agus is fada o bhi, bhi cath mor dubh ag mo mhathair mor’ – Pat Lehane has 
heard this reference when referring to the changing times from early 1900s to the present 
day. He says it describes the methods used and the ways of life in rural Ireland, during an 
era when there was no electricity, running water, bathrooms, toilets and very few phones. 
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WOMENFOLK REMAIN RESILIENT
When a woman put eggs hatching she checked them for 
fertility after nine days using this method. Having found 
a door, facing the sunlight and with cracks on the boards 
she placed her black shawl over her head, creating a dark 
vacuum. 
     She then placed each egg against the crack and should 
the shell be totally full it was an indication it was fertile. 
If there was any small void at the top of the shell – which 
she could see through the crack in the sunlight –it was 
infertile and also referred to as a ‘Glogar’.
     If she didn’t want a hen going into hatching mode she 
would place her under a downturned bucked for a few 
days. A rib of hair from a horse tail was used to remove a 
pip from a chicken’s throat. 
     When butter was made, in the warm summer days, 
to keep it hard it was wrapped in greaseproof paper and 
muslin cloth and then placed in a clump of ferns to keep 
it solid. A variety of superstitions evolved around butter, 
butter making and eggs. 
     A bride on her wedding morning was prohibited from 
having an egg for breakfast because of some association 
with infertility. This saying was often recited: “A crowing 
hen or a whistling woman would drive the devil from his 
den”. 
     During the early 1900s all the clothes for the children 
of a house were made by their mother. Bog Cotton 
(Ceannabhan) would be collected from the bog and then 
spun into thread, which in turn was weaved into cloth. 
This material was known as “Frieze”. It would be coloured 
by being steeped in hot water with roots of weeds and 
tree bark. From this she would make the clothes. 

FAIRIES GET A DRESSING DOWN!
At around this time boys under the age of 12 years wore 
dresses going to school. The reason for this was that in 
each parish at that time the fairies had a football team, 
and neighbouring parishes played each other in what 
were described as hard, uncompromising matches. 
     It was believed that the fairies were always on the 
look-out for young athletic boys likely to make good 
footballers. Having established where they lived they 
would come in the dead of night, when the young lad 
was asleep, and take him away to be trained. 
     In his place they would leave a sickly fairy child known 
as a ‘Piosan’ or a ‘Siofra’. It was to confuse the fairies that 
the mothers put dresses on boys under 12 years, going to 
school.
     Unlike the present time medical services were fairly 
basic consisting of roughly one doctor and nurse to each 
parish. We all have heard stories of the local blacksmith 
pulling teeth. He would use waxed thread tying one end 
onto the infected tooth and the other to the anvil. 
     While doing this he would have an iron in the fire and 
when this became ‘white’ hot he would draw it swiftly 

from the fire and trust it towards the face of his “patient” 
who would jump back thus dislodging the tooth. 

CURES FOR ALL AILMENTS
During the month of March every member of the 
household would have a meal of bacon and boiled nettles 
to purify the blood. A cure for the common cold was an 
onion boiled in milk with pepper and salt, while a cure for 
pneumonia was boiled mare’s milk. 
     A child with measles would be given sheep droppings 
in boiled milk. A heated cabbage leave, placed around the 
neck, was supposed to deal with a sore throat.  This was 
an era when people worked with edgy implements such 
as scythes and hooks. 
vShould they cut their hands as was often the case 
they would either (a) urinate on the wound, (b) place a 
cobweb on it, or (C) rub fresh pig faeces on it. A poultice 
of heated bread in a bandage and applied to a boil was 
used to draw the delirious matter. 
     Bran (cattle feed) heated in a bastable and applied 
to the stomach was supposed to redress any tummy 
disorders. A cure for warts was to agitate them with a 
black thorn and then rub them with a snail. People used 
anything at their disposal. 
     In the autumn time morning and evening mushrooms 
would be collected and layered in a bucket. Salt and 
pepper would be added. This process would be repeated 
every day until the bucket was full. It was then covered 
over. After three weeks a very tasty ketch-up fermented. 
     In mid-August wild raspberries were to be found on 
fences, and these tasted like nothing else. Also about 
this time whortleberries were in abundance on the 
heather, and mixed with fresh cream and sugar they were 
delightful. After the first frost in November sloes were 
collected and used to make wine. 
     Sloe gin could also be made by half fermenting the 
sloes and adding gin in an air-tight container. Sometimes 
some stronger product was used.  Hips and elderberries 
were also used for wine. Blackberries were picked in 
August for jam making. Crab apples were useful for 
making cider.

MANY ‘HAND-ME-DOWNS’
Each household had large families and providing footwear 
for school going children during the winter was costly. 
Therefore, there were a lot of ‘hand-me-downs’. It has to 
be said that during the summer all children went to school 
barefooted. During the late autumn the father would get 
to work at night, re-soling the shoes for the years. 
     Each household had an implement known as a last 
on which to place and hold the shoe to be repaired.  He 
would cut out the shape of the sole and then attach it to 
the upper, using waxed thread. A double row of hob nails 
would be driven into the new sole, while a steel tip would 
be inserted into the heel. This work was done at night 



and sometimes the lighting for this work was from “Birs”.
     This was made from timber harvested from the floor of 
the bog, thoroughly dried out and then cut into splinters 
about two-feet long. A turnip was cut in half, the flat end 
on the table with the splinters stuck in to it and lit. While 
doing such work 
most people got 
great satisfaction 
from smoking a 
pipe. During the 
wars tobacco was 
rare, and some 
improvised by 
substituting turf 
dust mixed with 
dry tea leaves.
     In this era, 
the Gardaí wore 
choker collar 
tunics and carried 
their batons in 
holders on their 
left side. They 
were a new force 
given the task 
of implementing 
and law and 
order in an era 
when memories 
of both the War 
of Independence, 
and more so the 
Civil War were raw 
in people’s minds. 
     It was a long 
hard struggle, 
but, bit by 
bit and using 
common sense 
they brought 
the population 
on side. They 
also used duties 
associated with 
agricultural 
statistics, census 
enumeration, 
delivery of 
telegrams and 
involvement in 
local organisations 
to court the 
friendship and 
confidence of the 
people. “Neither 
time or tide waits 

for any man”. Nobody knows what is in store for the 
future.

Pat Lehane is the former GSRMA Vice-President and a 
member of Kerry South Branch.
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If the Conroy Commission had been implemented in a 
timely fashion many problems would not have arisen. 

Recently a member of the many Garda oversight bodies 
stated what Conroy said 50 years ago – ‘The Garda 
Síochána is often the only body available to deal with 
problems’. That person had not read Conroy before 
embarking on years of non-constructive criticism.
     The Garda Síochána was estabilished during 
turbulence times after the War of Independence followed 
by a Civil War. Commissioners came and went at the 
whim of government. Broy Harriers and Taca Gardaí 
appeared. In fact, most additions to the Garda Síochána 
were haphazard with little or no planning. Recruitment 
went forward on a stop-go basis from zero to packing in 
the numbers.
     No organisation or person gets everything right, 
history is 20/20 vision. Errors of judgement are human. 
How many of us would have joined the Gardaí if we really 
knew history? Most of us, based our decision on the 
Gardaí we saw; decent people who enforced the law with 
a great deal of common sense. Summonses could result in 
a lifelong friendship, maybe.
     I now meet up with people whom I met on the other 
side of the law. None of them have a negative attitude. 
Other retired members find the same. Many years later 
they still recognise me but 50 years later I struggle to 
remember them.

REGULAR SCHOOL VISITS 
One task I had was school attendance which I did in 
uniform on a regular unit. Each school got a visit for a 
few minutes each month.  After a little effort attendance 
was 100%. I have met some now adults whose parents 
needed persuasion who were deeply grateful. 
     My entire service was in disadvantaged areas. Yes 
it was challenging on many fronts. Confidentially and 
common sense was of the utmost importance.  Unlike 
the media no one was judged on the actions of family 
members. 

     One evening a lady called to obtain a list of locations 
to display a poster for adult literacy. I asked her to photo 
copy the poster for the Garda stations in the area. Months 
later she called back as the venture was very successful 
and what surprised her 90% of the pupils was a result of 
the Garda station which astounded her.
     I believe the Gardaí at ground level were always at 
least a quarter of a century ahead of legislation. In 1982 
the Gardaí had prosecuted successfully people driving 
under the influence of drugs. This was done with the help 
of the medical profession and the forensic scientists at 
Garda HQ. In fact, the scientist often identified up to 10 
substances in some samples.  It is only in the recent past 
some legislation came into being.

INVESTIGATING HEINOUS CRIMES
In the early 1980s, Gardaí received information on a 
case of incest and were met with a wall of silence. Not 
renowned for paperwork the D/Sergeant rang all around 
looking for guidance. He contacted English police forces 
in vain. A phone call to RUC revealed they had a solution 
along with a Scottish scientist and were willing to help.
     Necessary samples were obtained which resulted in 

DOES HISTORY 
REPEAT ITSELF?

P.J. McCarthy, North Dublin Branch, whose article touched on the welfare implications 
of the mass exodus from the force in the Summer 2011 edition of Síocháin, says the 
intervening years for the Gardaí have been very turbulent. He wonders has it ever been any 
other way.

How many of us would have joined the Gardaí if we really 
knew history?
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A memorial, erected at the entrance to Ardcarne Cemetery in Roscommon, 
contains the names of all those that lost their lives from 1916 to 1922.

GARDA WELFARE

Crowd pictured outside the Mansion House, ahead of the 
War of Independence truce on 8 July 1921 – some men 
never wanted to discuss what happened during the war.

five maximum sentences in the High Courts. Sometime 
later then the scientist forwarded a bill for materials to 
the Chief Constable of An Garda Síochána in the Phoenix 
Park, which was overdue. A file landed at ground level for 
explanations mainly financial. 
     The local inspector was brief in his reply. He noted no 
words of commendation for the successful investigation 
of heinous crimes. There was no financial outlay except 
for materials used. This was due to “his standing as a 
member of the Gardaí and an Ulster man”. 
     The scientist did not charge for his work nor did the 
paper-shy D/Sergeant claim his entitlements.  The D/
Sergeant may not have been perfect but like many others 
he gave many unpaid hours out of a sense of loyalty.

ARDCARNE CEMETERY MEMORIAL
A memorial was erected at the entrance to Ardcarne 
Cemetery in Roscommon. It contains the names of all 

those that lost their lives from 1916 to 1922, and includes 
all and excludes none. It was the idea of a local priest long 
deceased. All are buried in the same graveyard regardless 
of religion or status in life in troubled times. It was to 
reconcile and not to apportion blame. 
     One headstone marks the grave of Sgt McGahern, 
father of the well-known author John McGahern. A 
nearby headstone read ‘Gentleman proud member of the 
IRA Garda’. Another locally-based Garda at the foundation 
of the State inspected a licenced premises on the outskirts 
of the sub-district. 
     A group of armed IRA men told him they decided 
closing time. He cycled back to Cootehall, opened the 
station and lit lights in the windows to send a message 
that the station was open and the unarmed Garda 
Síochána would prevail.
     I have attended the DMP, RIC, RUC commemoration 
and the Garda Memorial Day; both dignified ceremonies. 
I have met the children of the members of all police forces 
who served on the island of Ireland. The common thread 
is respect for their parents, but some have stated that their 
fathers never wanted to discuss what happened in the 
War of Independence and wanted it forgotten.

ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY 
I served until the final retirement day and then worked 
as a Housing Officer and encountered former Gardaí and 
the children of Gardaí who were all decent people. As a 
person from a non-Garda background I think it is about 
time we followed the example of Ardcarne and have one 
Annual Memorial Day.
     Welfare problems are increasing across society.  Finance 
and computerisation now dictate everything. The human 
touch is rapidly disappearing. We hear much about 
interagency co-operation solving problems.  Many of us at 
ground level had this decades ago based on trust. 
     This co-operation was needed 24/7, 365 days per year. 
A young doctor once said to me “Each specialist thinks 
their chosen speciality is the most important but the GP 

is the most important”. The same 
applied to the operational rung of 
the Gardaí without fancy titles who 
never said NO to any request for 
help.
     Non-judgemental confidential 
intervention together with local 
knowledge did a great deal of 
good, which is remembered for 
generations. The ordinary person is 
not too worried about statistics.
     The expertise we once devoted 
to the public should now be 
channelled to Cara Craoibh, the 
Panel of Friends for the welfare of 
members and their families in the 
same caring way.
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Word came through from UN Headquarters 
in New York that the Pope was going 

to visit Cyprus in August 2010 and would be 
staying for two days at the Papal Residence in 
Nicosia, but also in the Buffer Zone, which was 
my area of policing responsibility.  
     The Buffer Zone, which separates the 
Turkish and the Greek Cypriots, is 168km in 
length, and at the time I worked with police 
forces from 10 different countries.
     The week before the Pope arrived, I phoned 
my mother Rosaleen who lives in Ardee, Co. 
Louth and told her that he was visiting Cyprus 
and that I may get a chance to meet him.           
     She was delighted and asked me, as if the 
Pope and I were going to have tea together, to 
ask the Pope if he would pray for her arthritic 
hip? I said I might only meet him in a crowd 
and not get a chance to say anything at all to 
him.
     So, the day arrived when the Pope was driven into the 
Papal Residence in Nicosia. He performed mass which I 
attended and it was a very long and hot day. That evening 
when he returned to rest, I was told by his security detail 
that he would like to meet me to say thanks for looking 
after him. I was delighted but was not prepared at all. 
     I was literally only given ten minutes’ notice. I went 
into a room to meet the great man. In the room was his 
photographer, his personal security guard, myself and 
the great man himself. I have to say he looked frail even 
then, nine years ago. He shook my hand and thanked me 
and my officers for looking after him and that he felt very 
safe. 

ARTHRITIC HIP BREAKS THE SILENCE!
Then he spotted the Irish flag on my uniform. He said: 
“You are from Ireland” to which I replied: “Yes, Holy 
Father” and then I just blanked (which is unlike me!) I 

LOOK BACK 

MEETING POPE 
BENEDICT IN 

PERSON
In 2010, John T. Farrelly, Dublin North Branch, had the privilege of working in Cyprus as the 
Senior Police Adviser, in charge of policing the Buffer Zone, which separates the Turkish and 
the Greek Cypriots. It was at this time that he had the opportunity to meet Pope Benedict, 

but his mother back home took some convincing that the meeting actually took place!
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could not think of anything to say at all. 
     There was this 10-second silence and then I came out 
with it: “Holy Father, would you mind praying for my 
mother’s hip, she has arthritis in it!” He was delighted, 
the silence was broken, and he proceeded to bless her 
straight away, and then gave me a beautiful medal and a 
pair of rosary beads and I went on my merry way. I could 
not wait to tell my mother the great news.
     When I got home to my apartment that night, I 
immediately rang mother with the great news that I had 
met the Pope. I said “Mam, I met the Pope today” and 
then she said “Where?” I said in “Cyprus, where do you 
think?” Unfortunately I was always a bit of a messer with 
my mother and I detected straight away that she thought 
I was winding her up.
     However, because I told her the week before that it 
may happen I thought I was going to be elevated to ‘Son 
of the Year’ status. “I was at mass with the Pope here 

John T. Farrelly pictured meeting with Pope Benedict at his Papal Residence 
in Nicosia in August 2010.
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today,” I said, to which she replied: “What kind of mass 
was it”. I replied: “It was a Catholic mass, the Pope is a 
Catholic”. She said, “Well, there’s nothing on the news 
here about it and it was not announced at our mass 
today.”

SON OF THE DAY!
So, I said: “This 
is in Cyprus that 
is why there is 
nothing about it 
on the news in 
Ireland”. Of course 
I told her I spoke 
to him about her 
arthritis and got 
the rosary beads 
for her and that 
announcement 
went flat as well. 
     Well, my 
excitement was 
turned on its head; 
I don’t think she 
believed me at all. 
I was returning to 
Ireland to visit her 
two weeks later, 
and as luck would 
have it, the photo 
of the Pope and I 
together was given 
to me.
     When I arrived 
home to see her, 
even before she 
had a chance to 
put on the kettle, 
I immediately 
produced the 
Rosary beads 
and the photo as 
proof at last. She 
said: “You did 
meet the Pope. I 
thought you were 
messing”. 
     She was 
delighted for 
real at last! The 
neighbours had 
to be contacted 
to break the 
news and I was 
immediately 
elevated to son of 
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the day and we were all happy. 
     However, his prayers never improved her arthritis and I 
stopped winding her up. She is a great woman and at 89 
years old, is still with us today. God love and bless her!



The Irish team finished in 11th 
position on the leader board 

amongst 56 competing countries, 
with the hosts GB/NI (with over 
320 participants) finishing first. 
Ranging in ages from 16 to 81, 
the Irish team of 29 men and nine 
women, have all undergone organ 
transplants including one heart, one 
lung, four liver, one bone marrow 
and 31 kidney transplants. 
     Transplant Team Ireland (the 
largest-ever Irish team to travel 
abroad) joined up to 2,000 
participants from 56 countries to 
showcase the success of organ 
donation. Athletes competed in 
their respective age categories in 
badminton, cycling, darts, golf, 
petanque (boules), squash, swimming, table tennis, ten-
pin bowling, tennis, mini-marathon, and track and field.

TARGETS PROVIDE MOTIVATION
Monaghan Branch member Thomas Flannery won both 
gold and silver medals at his shot putt and javelin events 
while Navan Branch member Tony Gavigan won both 
silver and bronze medals in golf for the pair’s event and 
his individual score.
     The day after winning gold in the shot putt Thomas 
(competing in the 70-79 year age category) followed up 
with another great result in javelin by winning the silver 
medal – the last medal bagged by the Irish team at the 
week-long games.
     Before leaving for the World Transplant Games, 
Thomas had said: “Maintaining an interest over a lengthy 
period can be difficult for many. I find that having a target 
to aim for, such as preparation for World Transplant 
Games, provides that motivation.” And after his final 
event Thomas said he’s delighted when he thinks about 
the health journey he has travelled over the last few years, 
and he thanked his donor.
     Tony Gavigan underwent his kidney transplant in 

RECORD MEDALS FOR 
GSRMA MEMBERS

Thomas Flannery from the Monaghan Branch and Tony Gavigan from the Navan Branch 
were part of Transplant Team Ireland who brought home a massive haul of 17 Gold, 18 Silver 
and 15 Bronze medals from the World Transplant Games this summer in Newcastle, UK.

Transplant Team Ireland was treated to a rousing homecoming in the Arrivals Hall 
of Terminal 1 at Dublin Airport on Saturday 24 August.

1998, two years after consenting to his oldest son Kyle’s 
organs being donated following his tragic death in 1996. 
Before the WTG this summer in Newcastle, Tony had 
participated in two previous World Transplant Games – 
Thailand in 2007 and Spain in 2017. 
     He also took part in the European Transplant & Dialysis 
Sports Championships in Dublin in 2010 and he now 
plans to participate in the biennial games when they 
return to Dublin in August 2020. 

DUBLIN TO HOST EURO GAMES
The Irish Kidney Association will host the 2020 European 
Transplant & Dialysis Sports Championships in Dublin next 
summer (2-9 August) and its primary goal is to highlight 
the importance and success of organ donation for 
transplantation. 
     Team Ireland was actively promoting the event to all 
European athletes, with many teams expressing their 
excitement to attend Dublin 2020. Team Manager Colin 
White said he was delighted with all the interest and 
excitement expressed for 2020. 
     “Expectations are high so we are excited and keen to 
deliver. The support we have had from national bodies 

WORLD TRANSPLANT GAMES
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bodes well for the partnerships, in helping us to deliver 
the most successful European Transplant & Dialysis 
Championships ever,” he added. 
     There was an abundance of messages of support and 
encouragement for 
the team including 
letters from Health 
Minister Simon Harris 
and Transport Minister 
Shane Ross. There 
were also many social 
media posts from 
the British Embassy, 
Cycling Ireland, the 
Confederation of Golf 
in Ireland and Swim 
Ireland, in addition to 
other sports governing 
bodies extending their 
own good wishes. 
     Video message 
were also sent by 
Ireland’s soccer legend 
Niall Quinn and Abu 
Dhabi Rose of Tralee 
Karen Cashman 
(whose sister Edel 
is a liver transplant 
recipient). Throughout 
the week the general 
public continued 
to send goodwill 
messages to the team 
on social media.

For further visit www.
transplantteamireland.
ie and www.
worldtransplantgames.
org. For organ donor 
cards free text DONOR 
to 50050. Your wish 
to be an organ donor 
can also be included 
on the new format 
driving licence, which 
is indicated on the 
back of the card by 
‘Code 115’.

For more information:
* Colin White (Team 
Manager) on 01-
6205306 or 087-
6843644 email: 
colin@ika.ie * Gwen 

O’Donoghue (Media Co-ordinator) on 86-8241447 or 
email: gwenodonoghue1@gmail.com * Harry Ward (Team 
Captain) on 085-2137512 or email: hwharryward@gmail.
com

WORLD TRANSPLANT GAMES
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DUBLIN GARDA BASKETBALL TEAM

When the trip was being planned it was suggested 
the team should travel by air. However, on checking 

the fare it was discovered the cost would be £17-17s-
0d, and when compared with the cost of travel by boat 
including cabins, there was a saving of £10-10s-0d per 
person. 
     This was a sizeable amount of money in 1962 and 
would contribute handsomely to the team’s enjoyment 
for most of the week. In addition, it was realised that 
travelling by boat was an important part of the trip and 
a fine group of tall young men dressed in their new 
basketball blazers would attract the opposite sex!
     At the time, with many young Irish people also residing 
in London, it was arranged that we would meet up with 
some of them in the pubs in Hammersmith on the Sunday 
night, and following a few drinks we would go on to a 
dance in one of the many Irish clubs.

GARDA TEAM 
ON THE BALL IN 

LONDON

In June 2019 some team members met again at Wynn’s 
Hotel on Dublin’s Abbey Street:Pictured (l-r): John Joe 
Reilly, John O’Keeffe, Joe Dunleavy, Con Hearty and 
Jarlath Lee. Paddy Moriarty passed away some time ago.

Michael Joe Dunleavy, Limerick County Branch, looks back fondly on the summer of 
1962 when the Dublin Garda Basketball Team boarded the ‘MV Leinster’ from Dublin’s 
North Wall to Liverpool, and continued onwards to the English capital to play the 
London Police Basketball Team. 

In October 2012 members of the 1962 team met in 
Dublin for the 50th anniversary reunion: Seated (l-r): 
John O’Keeffe, Joe Dunleavy and Paddy Moriarty; and 
standing (l-r): Tony Walsh, Con Hearty and Jarlath Lee.

The Dublin Garda Basketball team members and officials 
who travelled to London during the summer of 1962 
to play the London Police Basketball Team, pictured on 
board the ‘MV Leinster’: Front Row (l-r): Tony Walsh, 
Joe Dunleavy, Jim Daly (Chairman), Tim O’Brien (Chief 
Superintendent), Paddy Moriarty and John O’Keeffe. Back 
Row (l-r): Con Hearty, Michael P. Guthrie, Frank Crummy, 
Jarlath Lee, Jerry Donovan and John Joe Reilly.
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CHRISTY LYNCH 
(CRIOSTOIR O’ LOINGSIG)
Kilkenny Road, 
Castlecomer, Co Kilkenny.
Place of Birth: 
Balydaly, Co. Cork
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 10102H
Date of Retirement: 
1988
Date of Death: 
1 December 2017

Christy Lynch (or Criostoir O’ Loingsig) 
was born on 1 June 1928 in the village of 
Balydaly, Co. Cork. He was the third son in 
a family of seven boys and one girl. During 
the 1930s the family moved to a three-
roomed cottage outside of Kanturk. They 
kept bees, some poultry and a few cattle 
on a few acres. 
     During the later war years Christy 
joined the LDF. Afterwards, along with 
his cousin Donal (RIP) they hired out 
as ploughboys, working from farm to 
farm. Donal then emigrated to America, 
while Christy and his older brother Bert 
applied to join the Garda Síochána and 
both found themselves in the old Training 
Depot at the Phoenix Park.
     After training, Bert was posted to 
Galway City and Christy was posted to 
a small country station in Cuffesgrange, 
Co, Kilkenny. The station house had a 
reputation for being haunted - one night 
was enough for some, but the remaining 
gardai learned to accept and ignore the 
ways of their invisible housemate. 
     Christy loved Cuffesgrange, there he 
met Dick Barry (RIP) and the two became 
lifelong friends. Christy was next posted 
to Waterford City, where he learned to 
play snooker in the adjacent fire station. 
Christy often spoke of his many friends 
there, especially the late Tom Sparrow 
(RIP). 
     In the mid-50s Christy was posted to 
the coalmining town of Castlecomer, Co. 
Kilkenny. In 1957, he met Helen Houlihan, 
a new schoolteacher in the town, and 
as they say, the rest is history. Christy 
was transferred (1969) to the one-man 

barracks of Corbetstown, Co. Kilkenny. 
Life in Corbetstown was made wonderful 
by the great neighbours and friends. 
After some good years in Corbetstown, 
interspersed with the hated border 
duties,      Christy was transferred in 1976 
back to Castlecomer where he enjoyed the 
remaining years of his job. 
Christy retired in 1988, after much 
thought and resistance from his partner 
Eamon Boland (RIP). He had served 40 
years, as was the then requirement. 
Christy took to retirement like a duck to 
water and the local golf course became 
his second home. He enjoyed the Garda 
golf competitions and loved meeting old 
comrades, to recount old stories and listen 
to any news. The deaths of his brothers 
Padraig and Colm were devastating and 
he mourned the passing of old colleagues 
and friends. 
     At the latter end of his life, Christy had 
brushes with ill-health and would spend 
winters in a quiet part of Tenerife, claiming 
that the heat kept him alive. He read 
Síochán magazine –
cover to cover – and would often mark 
out colleagues or events that he was 
familiar with.
     On 1 December 2017, Christy slipped 
out of this life to his eternal reward, in 
the same manner that he lived his life – 
quietly with no fuss and no complaints. 
He was buried in Castlecorner and is 
survived by his wife Helen, five children, 
11 grandchildren (one deceased) and four 
great-grandchildren.

May He Rest in Peace

GAY KELLY
Weirview Drive, 
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin
Spouse of Brian (Reg No): 
09710A
Date of Death: 
18 April 2019

Gay Kelly (nee Brown) died peacefully on 
18 April 2019, following a long illness 
bravely borne. She was beloved wife of 
Brian, spanning 62 years and mother 
to John, Gerard, Tony and Brian, their 
spouses Rena, Jane, Gillian and Jacinta, 
grandchildren Nessa, George, Neil and 
Aisling, brothers Des and Cyril and their 
spouses Catherine and Colette.
     Gay was a wonderful person, a 
kindly neighbour and very outgoing. She 
and Brian were great supporters of the 
GSRMA in Dunlaoghaire, Dublin Central 

and nationally – going on regular trips, 
to functions, pilgrimages at home and 
abroad. Whilst Brian was always upfront 
as MC Gay contributed to the festivities in 
her melodious voice. 
     Brian and family would like to thanks 
all those great friends who have supported 
both down the years, all those who 
sympathised, send Mass cards, messages 
of support and sympathy.

May Her Gentle Soul Rest In Peace
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EUGENE ‘NOEL’ MULHERN
Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Co. Leitrim
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg No: 15189M
Date of Death: 
15 August 2019

Born in 1940 in Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. 
Leitrim, D/Garda Noel Mulhern attended 
the Presentation Brothers School. Noel 
served as Altar Boy at St Mary’s Church 
in Carrick-on-Shannon and thus began, 
what would be a life-long love for GAA 
Football. He proudly played for Leitrim 
and was part of the 1958 U18 team that 
played the All-Ireland final in Croke Park.
     Off the field, Noel also had a love for 
all things musical and started playing 
the harmonica, as a young boy. This was 
quickly followed by the guitar and so 
began his passion for entertainment which 
offered another outlet for Noel to connect 
with people
     After sitting the Garda exam, Noel 
went to London to await his call to start 
training. In London, he worked at a 
multitude of jobs and gained fantastic life 
experience. In 1962, he returned to Dublin 
and was assigned to Rathfarnham Garda 
Station, where he eventually joined the 
Detective Unit in 1974. 
     It was here that he met his wife-to-
be, Deirdre, daughter of Station Sergeant 
Patrick McTiernan, formerly of Store 
Street. The couple married in 1969 and 
made their home in Rathfarnham, where 
they reared three daughters, Sinéad, 
Deirdre and Aisling.
     In Noel’s early years as a Garda, he 
formed a band with four other Gardaí, 

called “Mountain Dew”. They developed 
a great reputation for themselves and 
made many appearances at the Harrington 
Street Club, the Boat Club, RTÉ and many 
charity shows. 
     Noel decided to avail of the new 
sabbatical possibility in 1986 and went 
to New York with his family. He returned 
briefly to Ireland, before eventually retiring 
in 1991. 
     Noel returned to the United States for 
a further 13 years and finally returned 
to his beloved Carrick-on-Shannon in 
2004, where he and Deirdre established 
a thriving B&B for over a decade. To 
contribute further to local tourism, Noel 
was also a regular entertainer on the 
Moon River cruiser on the river Shannon.
     Noel took ill in April 2019 and was 
treated in the Oncology Unit at Sligo 
General Hospital. Sadly, Noel passed away 
peacefully on 15 August 2019. His wife, 
Deirdre, together with his daughters, 
Sinéad, Deirdre and Aisling, sons-in-law 
and grandchildren wish to sincerely thank 
the medical staff in the Oncology Unit 
who took such great care of Noel. 
     A very special thanks is extended to 
all retired members of the force who 
attended Noel’s funeral and sent messages 
of sympathy.

May He Rest in Peace

JAMES (REGGIE) MCGUIRK
Firhouse, Dublin
Birthplace: Enniskerry, 
Co. Wicklow
Rank: Sergeant
Reg. No: 18399G
Date of Death: 
26 December 2018

James McGuirk, passed away on 26 
December2018. James better known 
to his family, friends and neighbours as 
Reggie was a native of Enniskerry Co. 
Wicklow. Reggie after completing his 
primary and secondary education joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1972. 
     Having completed his Initial training in 
Templemore he was assigned to Rathmines 
Garda Station. In 1973 he was transferred 
to Rathfarnham and it was around this 
time he met his wife Mary who hails from 
Ballacolla Co. Laois. 
     He was promoted to Sergeant and 
was transferred to Monaghan to serve 
along the border during the troubles. 
On completion of his two year stint he 
returned to Terenure Garda station.Where 
he served until 2002.
     On Completion of his 30 years of 
Service Reggie retired and immediately set 

about his new career. He attended Trinity 
College where he studied Child Protection 
in which he completed a Masters. He 
joined the HSE where he worked for the 
Child Protection Section. Due to ill-health 
Reggie retired from HSE.
     Reggie bore his serious illness with 
great dignity and fortitude for eight years 
fighting every step of the way… From his 
retirement in 2002 Reggie was an active 
member of the GSRMA having served for 
a time as secretary He also carried out 
voluntary work for the FAI and Concern.
     Married he was a devoted family 
man to his wife Mary and their two 
children Owen and Áine and to his three 
grandchildren James, Katie and Fia, 
Owen’s wife Siobhan and Áine’s partner 
Dylan. Reggie loved his game of golf and 
this took him on his yearly golf trip to 
Portugal with his friends. 
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     He enjoyed walking where he was 
often seen walking around Firhouse where 
he had made his home. He had a keen 
interest in all sports, especially in soccer, 
GAA, golf and snooker. He loved travelling 

especially with his family. Reggie is sadly 
missed by his loving family, his friends and 
neighbours.

Ar Dheis Dé go Raibh an Anam Dílis

JEREMIAH, (BIG JER) 
SULLIVAN
‘Owenville’ 18 St. James’s 
Court, Ennis Road, 
Limerick City.
Birthplace: Templenoe, 
Co. Kerry
Rank: D/Inspector.
Reg No: 10109E
Retired: 1990
Date of Death: 
3 April 2018

A proud son of Templenoe, that village 
in South West Kerry near Kenmare on 
the Ring of Kerry that was propelled to 
national prominence by producing some 
of the county’s greatest football legends 
to date. Jeremiah, or ‘Big Jer’ as he was 
better known, was born the second eldest 
of six children to farmers Thomas and 
Catherine Sullivan on 17 June 1927.
     Jer received his primary education at 
Templenoe National School and then Saint 
Brendan’s College, Killarney. At six foot 
three with a physique to match he was an 
imposing figure on the field. His football 
talents soon attracted the attention of the 
coaching staff and he found himself to be 
a regular on the college team. It was here 
that his outstanding ability earned him the 
name ‘Big Jer’. This name would stay with 
him throughout his life.
     At the tender age of 15 he lost 
his father to a farm accident leaving 
Catherine to rear the family and look 
after the home. However, Jer pursued 
his ambition to wear the coveted and 
much prized Green and Gold jersey. This 
he achieved when selected for the Kerry 
Minors, going on to represent his county 
at senior and junior grades. 
     Having completed his education he 
achieved his other ambition and joined 
An Garda Síochána in 1948. In 1949 a 
fractured ankle brought his football career 
to a premature end. Jer’s brother Teddy 
also joined An Garda Síochána serving 
almost his entire career in the Divisional 
Office in Trallee.
     Following training Jer was posted to 
Castleconnell and then to Patrickswell 

County Limerick. On promotion to 
Sergeant in 1959 he was transferred to 
Kiltyclogher, County Leitrim where he 
spent almost a year before transferring 
back to William Street, Limerick where 
he would later be appointed Detective 
Sergeant. 
     On 11 June 1962 he married Tipperary 
Town native Mary Burke. They were 
blessed with five children, Eugene, 
Siobhan, Aileen, Niamh and Diarmaid. 
Jer was appointed Detective Inspector in 
1970. In this role he had responsibility for 
detectives in the Division while overseeing 
the investigation of all crimes.
     On 10 November 1970 the family 
suffered the devastating loss of Eugene in 
a tragic domestic accident where his night 
attire caught fire. He was aged just six and 
a half. 
Jer retired in 1990 after forty two years 
service. 
     He never lost his great love of the land 
and in retirement devoted much of his 
time to a small farm which he purchased 
sometime prior to retirement. His love 
of the GAA and Kerry football was not 
diminished with the passage of time. He 
passed away peacefully on the 3 April 
2018 surrounded by his loving wife and 
family in the care of the wonderful staff at 
Milford Hospice.
     The family would like to acknowledge 
the various expressions of sympathy 
extended by friends, neighbours and 
former colleagues. 

May He Rest In Peace
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John was born on 5 February 1935 to 
John and Bridie Staunton of Partry, Co. 
Mayo, the eldest child, and brother to 
Philip and Maureen. He enjoyed all of 
his childhood and upbringing on a small 
holding in Co Mayo. While he left Mayo in 
1956, Mayo never left him. He was a true 
supporter of the Green & Red. 
     On 14 November 1956 he got a bus to 
Galway, a train to Dublin and a short walk 
to the Garda Depot in the Phoenix Park to 
commence training in an Garda Síochána, 
where he met up with Tom Murray 
[13114H] and Mattie Downey [13130L] 
who were to become lifelong friends. 
     He completed part 1 and on 11 April 
1957, and along with his classmate Tom 
Murray got the train to Ennis to start his 
career. He never left Co. Clare again. He 
served three years in Scariff and a short 
stint in Killaloe in the late 1950s and early 
60s. He came back to Ennis in 1962 as the 
official driver of the first patrol car in the 
Clare Division – a Consul 315. John served 
over 18 years in Ennis before moving to 
the Immigration Unit at Shannon Airport. 
In total he served in excess of 38 years in 
An Garda Síochána.
     John met his wife Margaret Monaghan, 
a native of Monivea, Co Galway and they 
were married in 1960, they were together 
just shy of 60 years. They had five children 
– Raymond, John, Maria, Orla and Kathy 
– and would later enjoy ten grandchildren 

and two great grandchildren. John was a 
great family man and took great delight 
in discussing the exploits of his children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
Indeed our home house was renowned on 
every Sunday evening for high tea and a 
chat.
     He had the pleasure of attending 
the Garda College on four occasions for 
passing out parades, in May 1987 for his 
son John, in July 2000 for his nephew 
Philip, in January 2010 for his niece Sarah 
and finally in September 2017 for his 
granddaughter Lesley, all bearing the 
Staunton surname. So, to say he was in 
his element at these Passing Out Parades is 
an understatement.
     John’s wife Margaret, children 
Raymond, John, Maria, Orla and Kathy 
greatly appreciate and wish to thank all 
the serving and retired members of An 
Garda Síochána who came to pay their 
respects to our family home, to the funeral 
home and church. 
     To all who formed his Guard of Honour 
at the removal, the church, along the 
route and to his final resting place. This 
was deeply appreciated and fitting for 
such a proud, fine garda and a proud son 
of Mayo. It was evident from the large 
funeral the esteem in which his friends 
and colleagues held him.

Ar Dheis Dé go raimh a anam Dílis

JOHN STAUNTON
32 Gallows Hill,
Ennis, Co. Clare
Birthplace: Partry, Co. Mayo
Rank: Detective Garda
Reg No: 13133D
Date of Birth: 5 February 
1935
Retired: 5 February 1995
Date of Death: 30 March 
2019

Stations Served – Macroom (Co. Cork), 
Ballyveurney (Co. Cork), Waterford City, 
Union Quay (Cork City), Dungarvan (Co. 
Waterford), Kilkenny, The Depot Phoenix 
Park, Mc Curtain Street (Cork City), 
Union Quay (Cork City), Castlebar, Henry 
Street (Limerick City), Bandon (Co. Cork), 
Anglesea Street (Cork City).
     Martin, or Christy as he was known in 
his native Kerry, was born on the 20th of 
December 1938 in Banna north Kerry. The 
McQuinn and Brown family had long been 
associated with the area and continued 
their strong link even after the family 
farm moved into Lismore, just north of 
Tralee in the early 1950s. Martin attended 
school initially in Banna before moving 
on to Edward Street and the ‘Green’ in 
Tralee where he completed his Leaving 
Certificate in1957. 
     From an early age, he developed a 

long lasting interest in sports, with Gaelic 
games and horse racing being a particular 
passion. His love of Banna and his native 
Kerry was evidenced by his decision to 
locate a holiday home there in the late 
1970s.
     Martin joined An Garda Síochána in 
1959. His career started with a number of 
postings in West Cork before a period in 
Waterford city. By the mid-1960s, he was 
back in Cork city where he settled and 
married Maura Cawley, herself a daughter 
of Guard Ted Cawley in 1969.
     They had two children, daughter 
Kate and son Kieran, later to be joined 
by daughter-in-law Yvonne and adored 
grandchildren Barry, Ella and David. Martin 
had two brothers Pat Joe and Michael and 
two sisters Mary and Eileen
     Martin’s progression through the ranks 
of An Garda Síochána saw the 

MARTIN MCQUINN
Bishopstown, Cork
Birthplace: Banna, Co. Kerry 
Reg No:13969F
Rank: Assistant 
Commissioner
Date of Retirement: 
20 December 1998
Date of Death: 
8 August 2019
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McQuinn family relocate from Dungarvan 
to Kilkenny to Dublin before settling back 
in Cork in 1983. He spent further periods 
in Mayo, Limerick and west Cork before 
finishing his career in Cork city in 1998.
     Martin developed a reputation 
throughout his service for humaneness 
both in his dealings with colleagues and 
members of the public. He loved being a 
member of An Garda Síochána and truly 
sought to be a guardian of the peace. 
At home, Martin was a loyal and true 
friend and dispensed wise counsel in an 
unobtrusive and modest fashion. 
     While he was at heart a private man, 
he loved company and his encyclopaedic 

memory of dates and places contributed 
to many great tales and stories being 
relayed in the McQuinn household. This 
was especially the case in later years when 
many former colleagues, family members 
and friends called to visit. He is survived by 
his wife Maura and his daughter Kate and 
son Kieran and extended family,
     The family would like to thank the 
Garda Síochána for all their support. 
They would also like to acknowledge the 
meaningful contribution of his former 
colleague Fr. Joe White at the funeral 
mass.

May He Rest in Peace

Michael was always proud to remind 
colleagues of the picturesque village 
of Kilmeaden where he grew up. After 
completing his education, Michael was 
successful in passing the Garda entrance 
examination and attested to the force on 
the 14th December 1960.  The national 
media flocked around the gates of the 
Phoenix Park Depot to get a glimpse of 
his recruit class that included the very first 
batches of female members.
     Following a Garda Passing-Out Parade 
in May 1961, Michael was allocated to 
McCurtain Street Station, Cork where Dan 
Sheehan was Sergeant I/C. Classmates 
who came to Cork City with him included 
Breda Lee, Peg Lohan, Mary O’Riordan, 
Mary Molloy and Mary McKenna (RIP). 
     After completion of part two of the 
training course, Michael spent a few 
years at Watercourse Road Station. 
Subsequently he completed the standard 
car-driving course and was appointed a 
patrol-car driver, based at Union Quay 
Divisional HQ. Later, he joined Garda Jim 
Moynihan and both of them specialised 
on Road Transport Regulations duties. In 
1973, he was appointed to the newly-
established Garda Traffic Corps for Co. 
Cork.
     Michael married Carrignavar, Co. Cork 
native Noreen Forde in 1965 and they 
reared a family of four – Richard, John, 
Yvonne and Anne. Promotion to Sergeant 
in 1977 resulted in a transfer, not only for 
him but also his family to Carrickmacross, 
Co. Monaghan. After two years of border 
duties, he returned to Mallow Road 
Station, Cork where he did supervisory 

duties until he retired from the force in 
1996.
     An avid reader of books, newspapers, 
magazine and doing crossword puzzles.  
He also enjoyed gardening, growing 
vegetables and participating in keep-fit 
physical activities. Regularly he made visits 
to his native place in Waterford.  He was 
always known as being great company, a 
loyal friend and the best dad. Colleagues 
reading this will no doubt remember how 
attentive Michael was with other people. 
     He loved to listen to people’s life stories 
and always showed a genuine interest in 
their experiences. Where many people 
simply waited their turn to speak, Michael 
loved to listen, always made time for 
others and was never happier than when 
he was enjoying some story or other. 
Being a Garda in Cork, there was no 
shortage of amusing anecdotes and larger 
than life characters to keep him going.
     Michael was proud to be a member 
of An Garda Siochana and enjoyed the 
camaraderie. His calm disposition, kind 
nature, sense of humour and big smile 
endeared him to colleagues and the public 
whom he served. A gentleman to the 
core.
     Michael’s family and grandchildren 
were very important to him and he is 
dearly missed by: Lauren, Kirsten, Zack, 
Rowan, Conor, Henry and Tommy. Noreen 
and family wish to express their deepest 
gratitude to all Michael’s friends and 
colleagues who attended his funeral or 
sent messages of support and sympathy.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilís

MICHAEL J. TRIHY
Riverview Estate,
Glasheen Road, Cork.
Birthplace: Kilmeaden, 
Co. Waterford
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg. No: 14538F
Date of Death: 
20 May 2019
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MICHAEL (MICK) O’KEEFFE
Glenamede, Pallaskenry, 
Co. Limerick
Birthplace: Kilmorna, 
Listowel, Co. Kerry
Rank: Superintendent
Reg No: 17351G
Retirement: 2004
Date of Death: 
26 March 2018

Committed to the aims and objectives of 
the GSRMA and a member of Limerick City 
Branch Committee, Mick was willing to 
get involved in helping to improve the lot 
of his retired colleagues. 
     Born on 10 September 1944 to farmers 
Con and Ellen O’Keeffe in Kilmorna, just 
outside Listowel, Co. Kerry, Mick was 
the third eldest in a family of six boys 
and seven girls. He received his primary 
education at Clondouglas National School 
and then Saint Michael’s Secondary School 
in Listowel and Saint Patrick’s College, 
Carlow.
     On leaving school he remained at home 
for a time helping on the family farm until 
he realised his ambition to join An Garda 
Síochána in November 1968 following 
his older brother Con. Mick’s first posting 
was to Mary Street, Limerick City in 
March 1969. He remained there until his 
promotion to Sergeant in 1975 which saw 
him move to Swanlinbar County Cavan. 
     The year 1977 proved to be an eventful 
one for Mick in both his private and 
professional life. In June he transferred 
to Portlaoise and in August he married 
Limerick City nurse, Maureen O’Sullivan. 
This was followed by a transfer to 
Pallaskenry Co. Limerick in September of 
the same year. 
     His next move was to Askeaton, 
County Limerick in August 1984 and 
then to Henry Street, Limerick in 1989. 
He was promoted Inspector in 1992 and 
moved to Newcastlewest County Limerick 
in February of that year. On promotion to 

Superintendent in 1995 he was appointed 
District Officer at Bruff, County Limerick 
where he continued to serve until he 
retired in 2004.
     Like all Kerrymen, Mick never allowed 
the love of his native county to be diluted 
with the passage of time or his various 
postings. He was noted around Pallaskenry 
for the erection of a very large Green and 
Gold flag in his front garden announcing 
his credentials to all and sundry when his 
beloved county was playing football. 
     This was, of course, until the arrival 
of their two children, Michael Paul (Mick) 
who is Sergeant-I/C of Navan and Suzanne 
who lectures in Maynooth University, both 
Limerick born. 
     As they grew up Mick discovered that 
he had to move his flag to accommodate 
an equally large Green and White Limerick 
flag in the same garden. In retirement 
he loved nothing better than tending his 
modest farm in Duagh, keeping abreast 
of current affairs and, to quote himself, 
“Watching Kerry win All Irelands”.
     Mick passed away peacefully at home 
on 26 March 2018 in the loving care 
of his wife and family after a relatively 
short illness. The family would like to 
acknowledge the kindness, sympathy and 
support of their neighbours and friends. 
In particular they would express their 
appreciation of the honours rendered by 
his retired and serving colleagues. All was 
of considerable consolation and support.

May He Rest in Peace

Monina Nagle (nee Hughes) was the 
widow of Tom Neagle who retired from 
An Garda Síochána as Superintendent in 
1984. An error on Tom’s birth certificate 
had added the extra ‘e’ which they 
decided not to use to ensure his children 
continued the proper spelling of the family 
name!
     Monina was born in Darver, Co. Louth 
as one of eight children. After primary 
school locally, she attended St. Louis 
Convent in Carrickmacross; this involved 
a five mile cycle to Dundalk each morning 
to catch the bus to Carrick and the reverse 
journey each evening. While there she 
made two particular friends with whom 
she remained in close contact for the rest 

of her life. 
     She did her primary teacher training in 
Mary Immaculate College in Limerick and 
started her career in Blackrock, Co. Louth. 
Tom was stationed in Dundalk in the mid-
50s and they famously met at the Pavilion 
in Blackrock.
     They married on 16 July 1957 and 
started married life in Nobber, Co. Meath. 
As a couple, they had the nomadic life 
of many Gardaí and their spouses, living 
in Kells, Co Meath, Mohill, Carrick-on-
Shannon and Cork before moving to 
Wicklow in 1972. 
     They had seven children, Colm, Deirdre, 
Fiacra, Fergus, Enda, Monina and Mary 
(who sadly died shortly after 

MONINA NAGLE
St Manntan’s Road, 
Wicklow, 
Co. Wicklow
Born: 10 May 1931
Date of Death: 
5 March 2019
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NOEL MOORE
Wildfield, Ballyfoyle
Co. Kilkenny
Birthplace: Cork City
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No: 11074D
Date of Death: 
3 October 2018

birth). Monina was a great and loving 
grandmother to her many grandchildren 
and kept herself very up-to-date with 
their varied activities and involvements.
     Monina had a full career as a primary 
teacher; despite the many moves, she 
managed to have unbroken service 
until her retirement. She is remembered 
by her pupils as a firm but fair teacher 
who showed great interest in them as 
individuals. Throughout her life she had a 
remarkable ability to remember individual 
pupils who might approach her many 
years after she taught them.
     She was a keen, social bridge player 
throughout her time in Wicklow and 

enjoyed very much meeting her many 
friends at the weekly bridge club 
evenings. Having been a golf widow 
for most of her married life, she took 
up the game in her 50s. With her usual 
wholehearted involvement in activities, 
she became Honorary Secretary and, later, 
Lady President of Blainroe Golf Club.
     After Tom passed away in 2003, she 
very much appreciated how she was 
invited to continue attending the lunches 
for the retired Gardaí, which allowed her 
to keep in touch with friends she had 
known for many years.

May She Rest in Peace

Noel was born in Cork City on 19 
December 1934 to Chief Supt Jim 
and Christina Moore (nee Butler). 
He is survived by his siblings Fr Sean 
Moore (CSSR), Breda O’Dowd, Clare 
Moore, Rosaleen Brennan and Una 
Mistarz; children Peter, John and Ann; 
daughters-in-law Geraldine and Kadri and 
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his 
loving and graceful wife Margaret.
     Becoming a member of the force on 4 
November 1954, Noel was first stationed 
at Strokestown, Co. Roscommon. He 
commenced border duty in Clones, 
Co. Monaghan on 1 December 1957 
and later transferred to Corbetstown, 
Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny on 5 June 1964 
after promotion to the rank of Sergeant. 
     During his time at Corbetstown, 
he met and later married the beautiful 
Margaret Morrissey on 23 September 
1968. 
     The young and ambitious nurse 
Margaret was a native of nearby 
Muckalee. They transferred to Urlingford, 
Co. Kilkenny on 12 February 1969 and 
later to Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary from 
7 June 1974 until his retirement on 6 
August 1986. They finally settled in 
Muckalee, Co. Kilkenny. Noel worked as 
a Security Guard in Dublin for a few years 
after his retirement. 
     Throughout his lifetime Noel had a 
wide range of interests which included 
gardening, racing, GAA, boxing, golf, 
soccer, rugby and socialising. Noel played 

Gaelic football and rugby for Westport as 
a youngster and during his time in Clones 
he played soccer for local clubs. He was 
a selector for the Kilkenny Football Team 
during the early 1990s. He was actively 
involved in the GRSMA Kilkenny Branch 
for many years. Noel also had a great 
love for Classical Music, Opera, Classic 
Westerns, Vintage Movies and Crime 
Investigation drama.
     He was particularly best known for his 
sense/display of humour and of course 
his jokes. He had a great presence, was 
well read and behind all the fun and craic 
he had a great and wonderful heart . He 
had always great stories to tell and we all 
admired his ability to recall, describe and 
revive memories from his early childhood 
right up to the end. 
     On a final note Cork was his first 
love, The West, Mullinahone, Muckalee 
and neighbouring Castlecomer were 
close contenders. He had regular contact 
with a vast array of relatives, in-laws, 
neighbours and friends both young and 
old from far and wide who have been 
great to him and our family over the 
years. This was greatly appreciated.
     Noel’s family also appreciate and 
wish to thank all the serving and retired 
members of An Garda Síochána who 
attended his funeral and who formed his 
Guard of Honour at his removal to his 
final resting place.

May He Rest in Peace
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NOEL SLOWEY
Ballina, Co. Mayo
Birthplace: Ardara, 
Co. Donegal
Reg No: 15990E
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Date of Retirement: 2000 
Date of Death: 
19 March 2019

Beloved husband of Trisha and loving 
father to Andrew, Ian, Caroline, Dianne 
and Leonie, Noel was a very proud 
grandfather to Alex, Alli, Cian and Arlo 
and father-in-law to Tiernan Gill, Johnny 
Kennedy, Gráinne Walsh and Leilah 
Bousifield.  He is also survived by his two 
brothers Junior and Des as well as ‘Amber’ 
the dog.
     Although Noel lived in Mayo for most 
of his life, he was a proud Donegal man 
and he always maintained ties with his 
hometown of Ardara.
     He was well liked and respected 
member of the force and after serving 
in Dublin, Muff, Castlebar and  Ballina, 
he settled in Kilalla, Co. Mayo where he 
served up to his retirement in 2000.
     Noel was a great salmon fisher and 
was well-known on the banks of the River 

Moy. His rock behind the boxes in the Moy 
was his favourite spot, apparently it’s from 
where all the best salmon were caught! 
     He loved sport too, especially GAA and 
rugby, although he preferred to show his 
support from the comfort of his sitting 
room, by a warm fire!
     Trisha and family would like to extend 
a special thank you to all the members of 
An Garda Síochána, especially the retired  
members for the tremendous support they 
received after Noel’s death.
     Noel will be deeply missed, not just 
by his family, but also by his friends and 
neighbours.   His passing has created 
a void which can only be filled with 
memories.

May He Rest in Peace

Patrick was born in Portumna, Co. Galway, 
on 3 March 1923, the youngest of three 
children. His father, William J Dunne had 
retired from the Royal Irish Constabulary 
in 1921 and his mother Margaret (nee 
O’Brien) kept a small shop. 
     The family moved to Emill, Co. 
Tipperary when he was six months old, 
and later to Carrig, near Birr. He enjoyed 
many summers working with his aunts and 
uncles on their farms nearby.  Known as 
Peadar, he joined An Garda Síochána on 
6 June 1944 at the Garda Depot, Phoenix 
Park. His first post was to Lad Lane in 
November 1944, originally a Dublin 
Metropolitan Police (DMP) Barracks, just 
off Lower Baggot St. 
     He moved to the newly built Harcourt 
Terrace in 1950 and to the Bridewell as 
Station Clerk in 1957. In 1960 he moved 
to Irishtown as Sergeant and then to 
Dublin Castle Radio Room in 1963. In 
1972, promoted to Inspector, he took up 
duty in Traffic Office, Dublin Castle. His 
last posting was to Coleraine House Fines 
Office until his retirement in March 1985. 
After retiring, Peadar worked part time 
with Fanagan’s Funeral Home in Dundrum, 

finishing there in 1997 to care for his wife, 
Eva, until her death in 2002.
     Peadar continued to be active and 
had good health up to his 90s. He 
enjoyed gardening, walking and being 
involved with local groups. He had a great 
interest in genealogy and was proud of 
his ancestor Sir Timothy O’Brien, who as 
Lord Mayor of Dublin, welcomed Queen 
Victoria to Dublin in 1849. He enjoyed 
playing jigs and reels on the violin and 
he joined the local church choir in later 
years. He kept up his links with Offaly and 
Tipperary, enjoying many visits to his sister 
in Kinnitty.
     Peadar, who died on 3 November 2018 
at Dublin’s Leeson Park Nursing Home, was 
predeceased by his wife Eva (nee Maguire), 
who died in 2002, and both were 
predeceased by their son Ciarán, who died 
in 1988. He was also predeceased by his 
brother Larry and sister Mary. 
     Peader and Eva are survived by their 
four other children Yvonne (Perth), Hugh 
(Arizona), Ursula (Dublin), Eoin (Dublin), 
and seven grandchildren.

May He Rest in Peace

PATRICK DUNNE
Clonskeagh, Dublin
Birthplace: Portumna, 
Co. Galway
Rank: Inspector
Reg No: 09398L
Retirement: March 1985
Date of Death: 
3 November 2018
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Sean Kirwan hailed from Thomastown, 
Co. Kilkenny. He first joined the force in 
May 1946, and during his Garda career 
he served in Dublin, Hollyford, Gorey, Co. 
Wexford, Limerick and finally Newbliss, 
Co. Monaghan in 1956. 
     It was on his transfer to Monaghan 
that he was to meet the love of his life, 
Nancy Holland, and they married the 
following year in October 1957. Sean 
was at that time stationed in Newbliss 
and it was there that he and Nancy were 
to settle and make their home. They 
were blessed with four children, Marie 
McGeough, Martina Sheehan, David and 
John.
     He was predeceased by his wife 
Nancy in June 2000 and by his brothers 
Seamus, Michael, Donnacha (ex-Garda) 
and Paraic and his sisters Mairead and 
Mary. He is survived by his sister Bernie, 
his brother-in-law Tommy and his four 
children Marie, Martina, David and John.
     During his long life, Sean had many 
passions and hobbies and in his later 
years most notably spent many hours 
beekeeping and working in his garden. 
His beautiful honey, for which he won 
some prizes and his colourful and 
carefully cared for gardens were a true 

testament of his love for both.
     He also had a great love for his home 
place in Thomastown and spent many 
holidays there. He was an avid supporter 
of the Kilkenny hurling team and seldom 
missed seeing a game. 
     Sean was also a devout Catholic, 
living his life reflecting those values. 
He attended many prayer meetings 
throughout Monaghan and in the Sacred 
Heart Fathers in Tannagh. He made some 
very strong and enduring friendships at 
these meetings. He travelled many times 
to Medugorje and also visited Rome and 
Fatima during his lifetime.
     Sean was a great family man and 
loved spending time with them. His love 
for song and dance meant that many the 
evening was spent with him singing and 
dancing and recounting the many stories 
and jokes he had heard over the years.
     Sean will be very sadly missed by his 
family and many close friends. His family 
would like to extend their thanks to An 
Garda Síochána for their support and 
to his former colleagues who provided 
the guard of honour at his funeral in 
Killevan.

May He Rest in Peace

SEAN KIRWAN
Newbliss, Co. Monaghan
Birthplace: 
Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny
Rank: Garda
Reg No: 09742L
Retirement: 
7 December 1983
Date of Death: 
27 May 2019
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• RECRUIT CLASS A (AUGUST 1964)
Time has flown by as many went their separate ways since this photo was taken at the Garda Training Centre, 55 years ago. Thanks 
to Flan Wiley (Cork) and Tony Sourke (Dublin West) for identifying the following recruits.
Front Row (l-r): Thomas J. McManus, Francis J. Hennigan, Albert Kelly, Sgt James O’Dywer (Drill Instructor) Catherine M. Barry, 
Johanna (Aine) Ambrose, Delia McTigue, Sgt P.J. Hayes (Police Duty Instructor), John P. McMenamin, Edward Coleman, Joseph 
Harrison, Michael Murphy (played on Westmeath senior football team.)
Middle Row (l-r): Eamon Giles, Denis O’Callaghan, Henry J. McLoughlin, William. J. Donegan, Patk J. O’Connor, James M. Murphy, 
Michael Concannon. Flan Wiley, Colman Flaherty, Pat Diggin, Denis N. Leahy.
Back Row (l-r): Peter Sullivan, George F. Rhatigan, Daniel Healy, Dermot J. McDonagh, Peter J. Duffy. PatkMichael Finlay, John 
Collins, David J. McEllin, Luke Madden, Anthony McIntyre.
(Photo courtesy of Aine Ambrose-O’Connor, Cork City Branch)
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• DECEMBER CLASS 1955
Student Gardaí at the mass for deceased members (which they 
served) at Aughrim Street Church in December 1955 (Photo: Irish 
Press)
Pictured (l-r): Eamonn McDonagh (Mayo), Pascal O’Sullivan 
(RIP, Kilkenny), Noel Cody (RIP, Kilkenny), Johnny McGreevy (RIP, 
Roscommon), Patrick. J Cullen (RIP, Wicklow), Gerald. P Higgins 
(Leitrim) Willie O’Connor (RIP, Kerry), Matt Shanley (Leitrim), 
Eugene (RIP, Dublin). (The native county appears after each 
name)
(Photo courtesy of Gerald P. Higgins, Limerick City)

• GUARD OF HONOUR 1950
Guard of Honour at the opening of a new promenade in 
Lahinch, Co Clare in the late 1950s by Taoiseach Eamon 
DeValera
Pictured (l-r): Sgt Witt Kelly, Garda T. Coleman, unknown 
(nearly completely hidden), Supt J. Ryan, Garda A. McEvaddy, 
unknown (partly hidden), Garda P. Kelly, Garda T. Noone, Garda 
B. Riordan, Garda T.J. O’Brien, Garda T. McLoughlin, Garda A. 
Canavan and Garda J. Curried. [Any information on the two 
partly-hidden members would be greatly appreciated]. (Photo 
courtesy of Tim O’Brien, Dublin West Branch)
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• ARCHBISHOP McQUAID 
Garda Inspection by Archbishop McQuaid and Supt Willie Halloran
(Photo courtesy of John Guest, Nenagh Branch.)

• OLD SANTRY 
GARDA STATION

Santry Garda Station moved 
from the Old Swords Road in 
Santry Village to Shanowen 
Road in the 1970s
(Photo courtesy of Laurence 
Duffy, Dublin West Branch.)

• NOVEMBER 1953 RECRUITS
Intake of 240 Recruits in November 1953
John Guest is pictured in the back row.
(Photo courtesy of John Guest, Nenagh Branch.)

• GARDAHQ TRANSFER FOR McGING
Presentation to Supt Peter McGing from Tipperary 
Town on his transfer to Garda HQ
Front Row (l-r): Rev Tom Breen Mark Walsh 
(Inspector) Kay Walsh Bridie McGing Peter McGing 
Nora Hoare (Clerical Officer) Mick Cronin (D/Sergt.) 
Ned O’Dwyer (Sergeant Dundrum) Mary O’Shea 
(Social Worker) Pat O’Mahony (Dundrum) 
Back Row (l-r): Mick Shea (Sgt IC, Tipp), Dan 
Walsh (District Clerk), Jerry Creedon, (Sgt, 
Cappawhite), Dermot Hartnett (Sgt, Bansha), Pat 
Donlon (Sgt, Golden), Joe Quinn and Jim O’Shea 
(D/Garda), Pat McCarthy (D/Garda), Maurice Crotty, 
Jim Nolan (Oola), Paschal Feeney (GSRMA General 
Secretary/formerly Tipperary Town), Paul Cullinan 
John Flanagan Gerry Ryan (Dundrum), Sean Moore 
and John Buckley (Cappawhite).
All members are from Tipperary unless otherwise 
stated. (Photo courtesy of Paschal Feeney.)
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• GARDA RECRUITS JUNE 1980
Garda Recruits June ‘C’ Class 1980
Front Row (l-r): Mark Nolan, Kenneth Piper, Charlie McConalogue, Sgt Gerry McGrath, Sgt Tom Healy, Tom Egan, John O Loughlin 
and Martin Dorney.
Middle Row (l-r): John Staunton, Francis Keane, Michael Noctor, Brendan Supple, Frank Nolan, John Joe McGettigan, Liam Farrell, 
Hugh McGurrin and David Foley.
Back Row (l-r): Jim Kennedy, Mick O’Neill, David McInerney, Dermot Ward, John Keating, Eddie O’Connor, John Stafford, John 
Connors, Coleman Hogan, Paddy Powell and Pat Forbes.
(Photo courtesy of Mark Nolan, Cork City Branch)

• CLASS OF SEPTEMBER 1958
Front Row (l-r): C. Cunea, B. Duane, M. O’Donovan, M. Canny, M. Puew, Sgt McGinley, Insp Barrett, Sgt Doyle, C. Maguire, J. 
Ruane, N. Dockery, B. Donogue, Beirne, M. Furlong, D. Whelan and D. O’Keefe.
Middle Row (l-r): P. Whelan, P. Drew, H. Carragher, M. Landers, M. Cane, - Brosnan, D. Kavanagh, S. Manning, T. Curran, J. 
Sheppard, M. Walsh, P. McGovern, L. Colton, B. Collis, M. McLoughlin, P. Murphy, F. Reynolds and T. Kelly.
Back Row (l-r): B. O’Brien, K. McKarney, M. McHugh, L. McGowan, N. Higgins, G. Maguire, V. Brennan, M. Fitzgerald, J. Cearey, J. 
McMahon, E. Fleming, J. Dowd, M. Heron, J. O’Loughlin, D. Murphy, C. Kelly and B. Daniels
(Photo courtesy of Noel Higgins, Offaly Branch)

130  Síocháin 



Síocháin   131

 

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• PROMOTION FOR CLASS OF 1974
Front Row (l-r): P. Cahill, P.E. O’Neill, J. Byrne, J. Wall (Inst,) P. McGovern 
and J. Moyers
Middle Row (l-r): P. McGovern, C. Lucy, N. Shaughnessy, J. Murphy, P.J. 
Flannagan, M. Dalton and M. O’Loughlin.
Back Row (l-r): M. Hogan, P. O’Leary, J. O’Boyle, P. Trayers, P. O’Neill, P. 
Morrissey and T. O’Brien.
(Photo courtesy of Michal Dalton, Offaly Branch)
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• GARDA DETECTIVE RETIRES AFTER 32 YEARS’ SERVICE

• MOYCULLEN STATION 1949
Garda Station Party at Moycullen, Co. Galway in 1949
Front Row (l-r): Sgt Henry Crofton and Garda Mark 
Walsh
Back Row (l-r): Garda Mick Muldoon, Garda Gabriel 
Boyle and Garda Mick Lernihan
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lernihan, Bray Branch)

• NEW GARDA DEPOT RECRUIT
New Recruit at the Garda Depot in November 1944
Garda Mick Lernihan, 09480C. (RIP 5 May 2019)
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lernihan, Bray Branch)

Detective Noel Tuohy (centre) who retired from An Garda Síochána 
after 32 years’ service, pictured at his retirement party in Mallow, Co. 
Cork with (from left): Garda John Parker MC, Derry Kerrisk, function 
organiser, Chief Supt Timmy O’Callaghan (Fermoy) and Supt Gerard 
Dillane (Mallow).
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Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No.

ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

Branch:
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Please send your 
completed entries to 
‘Winter 2019 Competition’, 
SIOCHAIN, Ocean 
Publishing Ltd, 14 Upper 
Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 
2, to arrive no later than 21 
February 2020.

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!



ANOTHER €100 UP 
FOR GRABS!

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD
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CROSSWORD

Across

6 Old Testament character or Christian name of 16th presi-
dent of US.  (7)
12 Fat bird taking part in tournament where every team 
plays every other team. (5,5)
13 When the cows come home, where they come home to. 
(4)
14 Famous novel about young girl and older man’s romance, 
written by 24 Down. (6)
15 Essential to life and alive. (5)
16 For the answer to this, look in the bible. (6)
18 Almost what David Copperfield or Paul Daniels can do 
with three kings. (4)
19 It is shortly to become a 1999 book by Frank McCourt. (3)
20 Come in large numbers to see all those sheep! (5)
21 & 22 Champion Irishwoman in ring.  (5,6)
23 “The  _ _ _ _ and Winding Road” by The Beatles is not a 
short song. (4)
25 Small rooms in pubs sound very comfortable. (5)
27 Feeling of resentment or umbrage, usually preceded by 
‘high’. (7)
28 Though it looks like one is signalling being alright, actually 
to run so is mad. (4)
29 Bonaparte’s first island of exile (1814-1815). (4) 
30 Liam’s mixed up in the religion to which Cassius Clay and 
Cat Stevens converted. (5)
31 Speech impediment which makes it hard for people to 
say words with s or z in them. (4)
35 Type of sandwich favoured by bad actor. (3)
37 Trump’s charge against all news outlets except Fox or 
Breitbart is unreal. (4)
38 Tailor goes astray in Dublin suburb or historic quarter of 
Venice. (5)
39 Relative could be a ‘loose’ woman. (6)
40 Remain on a yacht to help keep the mast up. (4)
41 See 36 Down. (3)
43 What the V sign meant to Julius Caesar. (4)
45 He’s little decoration to any garden! (5)
49 Find bullets, shells and cartridges in the middle of a joint 
of 35 Across. (4)
50 A group like The Bachelors come between Simon & Gar-
funkel and The Beatles. (4)
51 In the shape of a coil spring. (7)
53 Travel one full circle around a central object.  Or part in 
other words? (5)
54 Last one was killed with his family by Bolsheviks in 1918. 
(4)
56 Beautiful young man called after Greek god who was 
killed by a boar. (6)
57 Sounds like a branch of 30 Across that has a very bright 
and happy outlook on life. (5)
58 The Lees sound like the lowest, most unfortunate levels 
of society. (5)
60 Mine is returned, with a gratuity. (3)

61 It’s not usual to find your sirloin cooked like this. (4)
62 Incorrectly signed for a plan? (6)
63 Its capital is Port au Prince and it’s to the immediate west 
of the Dominican Republic. (5)
64 It means that one is low in blood. (6)
65 Produce art by burning metal with acid. (4)
66 Did one of Shakespeare’s plays got a stormy reception? 
(3,7)
67 The opposite of 61 Across has two As, two Us, two Ss and 
one L, just like always. (2,5)

Down

1 Annoyed and stirred into action. (8)
2 Crowds in the bible. (10)
3 Unfaithful spouse. (9)
4 Grave associations with town in Arizona where Gunfight at 
The OK Corral took place. (9)
5 Astronomically long distance which might give the children 
a buzz. (9)
7 Condition of total alopecia. (4)
8 Robbie Burns song for New Years Eve. (4,4,4)
9  Room suitable for those who wish to live the high life? (5)
10 Many do get confused by battery-less source of light for 
old cyclists. (6)
11 Irritating and troubling. (6) 
17 Girl’s name made up of boy’s name and other girl’s name. 
(7)
24 Writer of 14 Across. (7)
26 Pregnant and very enthusiastic about it in the end. (6)
32 Narrow strip of land with sea on either side, linking two 
larger areas of land. (7)
33 One who offends against the laws of God. (6)
34 Being dodgy, employs magic every four years where 
records are often broken. (7,5)
35 Builder used to carry bricks to House of Disrepute initially. 
(3)
36 & 41 Month and part of month signal extreme distress. 
(3)
42 A way of crossing river and how to shorten a book. (7)
44 They entice one to do some things by offering rewards. 
(10)
46 Being bright, do a second job at night. (9)
47 Conkers. (9)
48 When sheep and lamb get mixed up, take the Lord’s 
name in vain. (9)
52 Tucked into a meal or really gave someone what for. (4,4)
54 State that it goes well with 35 Across on the festive 
board. (6)
55 It goes all the way from Cairo to Cape Town. (6)
59 Five of these, of different colours, make up the sign for 34 
Down. (5)
62 Legally protected private information, especially on your 
computer. (4)



Congratulations to 
Michael Leydon, Belgard Heights, Dublin 24.

Winner of the Autumn 2019 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!
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Solution to Autumn 2019 Crossword

 4  3 7 9    
9      4 1 3 
 3        
 1   3 2 6   

8   9 6 7   1 
  9 1 5   3  
       9  

1 2 5      6 
   7 1 6  8  

 

TRUE OR FALSE

1. Male sea-horses carry the young, 
and give birth.

2. Lagos is the capital of Nigeria. 
3. Marsupials are found in North 

America.
4. Stalagmites are structures that 

hang from the roofs of caves. 
5. Zambia and Zimbabwe are 

separated by the Zambezi River. 
6. Another word for hamsters is 

cavies. 
7. Cape York is the most northerly 

point in New Zealand.
8. Brazil were the winners of 

football’s first ever World Cup. 
9. Cattle only have front teeth in 

their mandibles, lower jaws.
10. Albania’s first and last monarch 

was King Zog. 

ANSWERS
1. True
2. FALSE (Abuja)
3. TRUE
4. FALSE (Stalactites)
5. TRUE
6. FALSE (Guinea pigs.)
7. FALSE (Australia)
8. FALSE (Uruguay)
9. TRUE
10.  TRUE (1922-1939) He survived 55 

Assassinations attempts.

Sudoku
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POETRY CORNER

Sobriety
By Patrick Moloney, Cork West Branch 

I lay there lonely in the rain,
Had to drink to kill the pain, 
With tortured mind and troubled soul
I cried to you to make me whole.

For I was helpless, so insane, 
Had to drink to kill the pain, 
Tried to stop but all in vain
I’d lost the will to live again.

You are the power that rescued me,
You are the power that set me free, 
I was so blind I could not see, 
You led me to sobriety.

I gave my will my life to you, 
You filled soul with hope anew, 
You gave me strength to see me through, 
You heard my cry, my thanks to you.

I am at peace each day, each night, 
I’m born again, I see the light,
I’ve found true meaning in my life
To right the wrong, 
This tale to write.

You are the power that rescued me, 
You are the power that set me free, 
I was so blind I could not see, 
You led me to … Sobriety.

“The power referred to above is the god of my 
understanding”

Síocháin
By Tom Smith, Dungarvan Branch 

Bells trundle in the belfry
Silent Night is on the wing
Choirs singing christmas carols
Welcome O Holy King
Lights twinkle many colours
Log fires scent the night
Candles flicker on the pane
Father Christmas is in flight
Presents sit beneath the tree
Pine needles tumble down
A gold star is in pride of place
Happy children stand around
The robin sits on a frozen twig
Beneath a star-spangled dome
And flies in the letterbox
On a card for every home
The Siochain lies on the table
Lots of photos and reports
Accounts of many branch events
Members who excelled at sport
Stories, poems from budding writers
Christmas messages from the Brass
A crossword to while away the time
Before church and midnight mass
The back pages are the sad ones
Bringing memories from before
Of those who left the dayroom
Though gone, remain in folklore
Siochain to all our colleagues
Good tidings for the New Year
Have a happy Christmas day 
One that’s filled with cheer.
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MAYO ANNUAL SHORE ANGLING CLUB COMPETTION SHOWCASES TALENT!

The runners-up in this year’s Deep 
Sea Fishing Competition in Killala 
on Tuesday 17 September were 
Val Padden, Aidan McDonagh and 
Tommy O’Malley. 

Pictured (l-r): Jim O’Toole, Val 
Padden, Stephen Smith, Val 
McLoughlin, Aidan McDonagh 
and Tommy O’Malley. (Photo 
courtesy of Val McLoughlin, Mayo 
Branch)

IN THE FRAME
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At the height of the Troubles in Northern Ireland, 
the Irish Army, acting as an aid to the civil power, 
accompanied the Gardaí on many border patrols and 
checkpoints in the Cavan/Monaghan Garda Division.
     During such operations some wonderful friendships 
were forged between the two forces. These friendships 
led to an annual ‘Army versus Garda Golf Challenge’. 
     This competition continued for a number of years, 
but unfortunately with the closing of the Monaghan 
Military Barracks and natural retirements from both the 
Gardaí and Army the competition was put on the back 
burner. 

     Many of the retired Army personnel and retired 
Gardaí now live in Monaghan and play golf in Rossmore 
Golf Club, where they meet quite often. Pat McMorrow 
is also current President of Rossmore GC, and during 
one such meeting, it was decided to resurrect the 
competition for retired members. 
     Ten players from each team competed during a great 
day of golf at the inaugural challenge on 26 September 
at Rossmore Golf Club.  
     The retired Gardaí narrowly defeated their army 
opponents to lift the Galway Crystal Perpetual Trophy. 
(Photos courtesy of Liam Linehan, Monaghan Branch)

Back Row (l-r): Bernard Gilbane, Liam Linehan, Donal Guckian, Jim 
Egan and Fintan Rowe; Front Row (l-r): Richard Ruttledge, Hugh 
Coll, Eddie Whelan (Golf Society Captain), Pat McMorrow and Jerry 
Kerr.

Jerry Kerr, 10577E (aged 86) lining up his putt 
on the 9th green.

RETIRED GARDAÍ DEFEAT THE ARMY IN GOLF CHALLENGE AT ROSSMORE



IN THE FRAME

HOWTH RESCUE MISSION IS A CLIFFHANGER!

Síocháin   137

GSRMA Member Michael Noone came on a full-
scale rescue while walking in Howth on Friday 
20 September. A female foreign national fell on 
to rocks while taking a selfie photo and ended 
up close to the water at the bottom of the cliffs 
maybe 100 feet down. 
     The Howth in-shore lifeboat in addition to the 
air and sea rescue came to her assistance and 
eventually she was winched to safety and taken 
to Beaumont Hospital in a serious condition.
     The great work of our helicopter crew and the 
risks they are prepared to take in view of the loss 
of Rescue 117, and of our emergency people in 
general, by putting their own lives on the line to 
save others. Photos courtesy of Michael Noone, 
Dublin West Branch. 

Michael Dalton, Offaly 
Branch, notes how he 
often heard a ‘Hurdy 
Gurdy’ in his youth 
but this is the first 
time he saw one and 
heard it played. (Photo 
courtesy of Michael 
Dalton)

NAAS AND MAYNOOTH BRANCHES FUNDRAISE FOR THE 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
The ‘Cops and Donoughts’ fundraiser for Special Olympics in 
Whitewater Shopping Centre - volunteers along with pictured 
with Vice President GSRMA Marie Roche and William Blayney, 
Naas Branch. 

A total of €290 was raised for the Special Olympics during 
a recent coffee morning, organised by North Kildare, Naas 
and Athy Branches in The Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth. Branch 
members pictured with Marie Roche, GSRMA Vice President.



IN THE FRAME

LAST VISIT TO THE LAND OF HIS FATHER
Following this year’s St Patrick’s Day Parade in New York, Fatchna 
O’Donovan, Cork West Branch, met a remarkable retired homicide 
NYPD cop, Mike Sheehan through his cousin Garda Caroline Guest 
from Castletownbere (see attached photo). 
     Mike was a legend  in the NYPD, having been involved in 
countless high profile cases over his colourful career, such as the 
John Lennon Murder, (he told Yoko Ono that John was dead), the 
so-called ‘Preppie Murder’, Central Park Murders, Mafia murders, 
etc. Films and books have been made about these cases. After he 
retired he worked as a reporter for Fox News. Unfortunately he got 
cancer as a result of reporting from the scene of the 9/11 tragedy. 
     His untimely death earlier this year was reported extensively by 
New York’s media. Last year, obviously knowing that his time was 
limited, he came ‘home’ to the Beara Peninsula for a last visit to the 
land his father left after the War of Independence, and his cousins. 
His father Mike Senior and uncles were involved in the Old IRA Beara 
Campaign in the War of Independence.

MONAGHAN PLAYS THE GENERATION GAME
Stephen Kerr, team captain of Éire Óg is pictured with his father Kevin (left) and Jerry (his 
grandfather) following his club’s recent victory over Clones in the Junior Football League 
Final in Monaghan. And as far as the Kerr family is concerned, it could be best described as a 
generation game (as illustrated by this photograph).
     His grandfather Jerry is a ‘senior’ member of GSRMA Monaghan Branch whose brother 
Seamus is also a branch member. A native of Donegal, Jerry was a founding member and player 
for Smithboro Éire Óg GAA Club. In fact, he played Gaelic football in five different counties and 
also county hurling with Mayo. He’s also a keen golfer, with a respectable handicap!

Pictured at the Emerald Society after St Patrick’s 
Day Parade 2019 (l-r): Gardaí Martin Hegarty 
and Caroline Guest, Retired Detective Mike 
Sheehan (NYPD), and Retired Sergeant Fachtna 
O’Donovan, Castletownbere.

TOM O’LEARY’S GRANDSON TRACES HIS IRISH ROOTS

Mark Leary made the long journey from Melbourne, Australia 
to enjoy a 12-day trip in October with the Back-Roads Coach 
Tours. During the journey he mentioned to the tour guide 
Breda that his grandfather (Tom O’Leary) was a founding 
member of the Garda Pensioners’ Association. A phone call 
to GSRMA House was to soon put the tourist in contact with 
Tim Bowe, Secretary of Cork City Branch, who had compiled 
the history of GSRMA for the GSRMA Central Committee’s 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations in 2011. 
     When the tour group reached Cork City, Tim Bowe was 
on hand to present Mark Leary with a document on history 
of the GSRMA, a history of the ‘Joint Consultative Council – 
Retired Public Servants’ (also co-founded by Tom O’Leary), in 
addition to a number of photographs.
T     om O’Leary was born in Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare on 7 
July 1902.  His father was RIC Police Sergeant (No. 49678) 
who joined the RIC on 24 July 1882 and served in Moyne, 
Co. Tipperary and Newmarket-On-Fergus. 
     While in Co. Clare, Police Sgt Michael Leary was awarded 
the rare RIC 1911 King George V Coronation Medal. He was 
pensioned from the RIC on 5 February 1913 and died on 
7 June 1934. His son (Tom) served in the Irish Army before 
joining An Garda Síochána (Reg. No. 5343), where he served 
as a Weights & Measures Inspector in Dublin before retiring 
from the Force in June 1952. 
     In 1961, he was a founding member and the first 

Cork City Branch Secretary Tim Bowe presents Mark 
Leary with a GSRMA Badge and History of the GSRMA. 
(Photo courtesy of Breda O’Donoghue, Cork City 
Branch; Acknowledgement to Jim Herlihy, Cork City 
Branch for RIC data)

Treasurer of the Garda Pensioners’ Association. Elected 
General Secretary in 1962, he held the office for 10 
years before his election as Chairman of the Central 
Committee. In 1979, he handed over the reins to Jim 
Fitzgerald. Tom O’Leary died on 14 December 1981. 
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NEW MEMBERS

Bridie  Lernihan  GALWAY
Eileen  Flynn  MALLOW
Daniel   Lordan  CORK
Patrick  Colleran  MONAGHAN
Aidan  Loughnane NAAS
Lorraine  Hogan  DROGHEDA
Patrick  Crown  DUN LAOGHAIRE
John  Brennan  TRALEE
Desmond  O’Brien  MEATH
Susan   Geary  TEMPLEMORE
Denis  Fogarty  MEATH
Ivor  Burlingham MEATH
Patrick  Culleton  WEXFORD
Gerard  McSweeney MEATH
Noreen  Trihy  CORK
Maeve   Lynch  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Maura  McQuinn  CORK
Patrick  Kelly  DUBLIN SOUTH
Thomas  Flanagan  ATHLONE
Elizabeth   Staunton  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Jim  Ryan  LIMERICK
Garvan  Mac Fadden DROGHEDA
Conlaith  Mulhall  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Fearghal  Quinn  MEATH
Nicholas P Mulhall  DUBLIN NORTH
John A  Murphy  CLONMEL
Joesph J  Connor  DUBLIN NORTH
Paul  Lynch  CORK
William  Johnston  MEATH
Michael   Heffernan  DUBLIN NORTH
Kathleen  Corley  WEXFORD
Kathleen  Brennan  KILDARE NORTH
John   Jacob  NAAS
James   McNulty  CORK 
Eamon  Howard  CORK

FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH

Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death Status
Patricia Doherty Rathfarnham, Dublin Dublin South 27/05/2019 Widow and member

Bridget Dunphy Dun Laoghaire, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 21/08/2019 Widow and member

Gretta Healy Raheny, Dublin Dublin North 08/09/2019 Widow of Jim Healy (founder member 
of St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union)

Philomena O’Brien Portlaoise, Laois Laois 16/09/2019 Widow and member

Sarah Ryan Killaloe, Co. Clare Clare 15/10/2019 Widow and member

Eileen McCormack Limerick City Limerick 16/10/2019 Widow 

Helen Ward Mullingar, Westmeath Mullingar 23/10/2019 Widow and member

DECEASED WIDOWS

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
James G Carey Limerick County 14312L 19/06/2018

James P McCrann Sligo/Leitrim 15058D 14/05/2017

John Duggan Castlebar 11094K 22/07/2019

John F Cotter Dublin West 10386A 26/07/2019

Patrick Donnellan Dublin South 11061B 30/07/2019

James Brennan Kildare North 13932G 22/08/2019

Thomas Enright Mallow 10921E 25/08/2019

Denis O’Brien Cork West 19146K 26/08/2019

Jarlath Semple Naas 15938G 30/08/2019

Denis Teahan South Kerry 10381M 07/09/2019

Francis J Corley Wexford 14817B 12/09/2019

Ted Murphy Cork City 18291E 21/09/2019

Jim McCawl Wicklow 17006B 22/09/2019

Seán MacBrádaigh Dun Laoghaire 13683B 23/09/2019

Bill Bell Cork City 13584D 26/09/2019

Sean Tighe Fermoy 09209F 27/09/2019

Darius (Dar) Whelan Limerick County 13449L 29/09/2019

James F Quinn Cork West 12651K 03/10/2019

Michael Moran Mullingar 09578B 03/10/2019

Noel Power Waterford 17443B 08/10/2019

Philip Callanan Wexford 13601H 10/10/2019

John McGagh Donegal South 14943H 14/10/2019

Thomas Brendan Gallagher Dublin South 16974K 14/10/2019

Richard (Dick) Burke Cork City 15415F 22/10/2019

Joseph Behan Dublin North 16474G 22/10/2019

Noel Thomson Dublin South 16725H 26/10/2019

 

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
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Bulletin Board

GARDA RETIREMENTS
Reg Number   Name  Surname   Rank  Station 
23202E   Timothy  Murphy   Sergeant  Bishopstown
01265C   Patricia  O’Leary   Sergeant  HRM
00204F   Anne  Lambert   Garda  Security & Intelligence
24370A   Shane  Bridgett   Garda  Garda College
31828M   Sarah  Geoghegan  Garda  Santry
22592D   Martin  Fitzgerald   Superintendent Dun Laoghaire
22089B   John  Hester   Inspector  Operation Support Unit
23824D   John  Barry   Sergeant  Ballymote
24635B   Patrick  Durkin   Garda  Monaghan
24641G   Paul  Conroy   Garda  Garda Dog Unit
22799D   Rory  Dowling   Garda  Pearse Street
00341G   Audrey   Murphy   Garda  Procurement
00306K   Mary  Shields   Garda  Gaillimh
24459G   Eamonn  McCooey   Garda  Donegal Town
23407K   Mark  Kavanagh   Sergeant  Pearse Street
22610F   Rory  Durrad   Sergeant  Pearse Street
22869K   John  Buckley   Sergeant  Waterford
22802H   John  Bates   Inspector  Bridewell, DMR
22594M   James   Foley   Garda  Blackrock, DMR
00398M   Eileen  Kelly   Garda  Garda College
22874E   William  Hogan   Garda  Portumna
21780H   Michael  Heaney   Garda  Western Region HQ
23509A   Dermot  Deasy   Garda  Santry
22403M   James   Doddy   Sergeant  Details
25350B   John  Nicholson   Sergeant  Shankill
25129A   Daniel  Cronin   Sergeant  Roxboro Road
21806K   Timothy  McCarthy   Inspector  Bridewell, DMR
21858H   Brendan  Connolly   Superintendent Clondalkin
24429E   Kevin  Byrne   Garda  GNIB Airport
22590H   Brian  Fitzpatrick   Sergeant  Blackrock, DMR
23843M   Bernard  Jones   Sergeant  Shankill
23681M   Paul  Carroll   Sergeant  Monaghan
23198C   Michael  O’Sullivan   Sergeant  Bridewell, DMR
22925C   Thomas  Condon   Inspector  Dun Laoghaire
28932K   Nichola  McNulty   Garda  Roxboro Road
23418D   Bernard  Whelan   Garda  Garda College
24846M   Colin  Denneny   Sergeant  Pearse Street
21681L   John  Quirke   Chief   Superintendent Bray
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Bulletin Board

DECEASED RELATIVES
NAME   SURNAME    ADDRESS     RELATIONSHIP     BRANCH    DATE OF DEATH

Patrick Ryan  USA   Brother of Ed Ryan   Dun Laoghaire 21/02/2019
Grainne Munnelly Ryan Cabinteely, Dublin 18  Daughter of John Munnelly    12/04/2018
Kate Rock  Athlone, Roscommon  Son of Edward Rock   Dun Laoghaire 16/08/2019
Kathleen Bugler ( nee Regan) Navan Road, Dublin  Wife of Michael Bugler   Dublin West 17/08/2019
Fr. Rev. Tom Seymour  Nenagh, Tipperary  Brother of John Seymour  Kilkenny  18/08/2019
Maria Padden  Hansfield, Clonee  Daughter in law of James Padden  Dublin West 18/08/2019
Margaret Monaghan  Carndonagh, Donegal  Wife of  Michael Monaghan  Donegal North 19/08/2019
Angela McGee  Leixlip, Co. Kildare  Wife of Pat McGee   Kildare North  21/08/2019
John  Byrne  Buttevant, Cork   Husband of Margaret McCann  Wicklow  25/08/2019
Alice Mulvany (nee Smyth) Navan, Meath  Sister of Maureen Reilly  Naas  30/08/2019
Thomas McLoughlin Mount Merrion, Dublin  Father of Deirdre McLoughlin  Dun Laoghaire 27/08/2019
Mary  Hennessy (nee Melvin) Ballinode, Sligo  Wife of Christy Hennessy  Sligo/Leitrim 02/09/2019
      Sister of John Melvin   Castlebar  02/09/2019
      Sister of Brendan Melvin  Galway  02/09/2019
      Sister of Gerry Melvin   Cork City  02/09/2019
      Sister of Eamonn Melvin  Galway  02/09/2019
Michelle  Beck (nee Walsh) Ballisodare, Sligo  Daughter of Patrick Walsh  Sligo/Leitrim 02/09/2019
Eileen Doran (nee Lacey) Blackwater, Wexford   Mother of Noel T Doran  Meath  08/09/2019
Kathleen  Cleary (nee Nallen) Ballina, Mayo  Wife of Eddie Cleary   Ballina  09/09/2019
Bridget (Bridie) Ellis (nee Nolan) Artane, Dublin   Mother of Joe Ellis   Carlow  13/09/2019
Pat  McMahon (neeBarrington) Beaumont, Dublin  Wife of Joe McMahon   Dublin North  17/09/2019
Catherine Mora Ginty (nee Ward) Letterkenny, Donegal  Wife of Sean Ginty   Donegal North 17/09/2019
Vincent  Harrison  Essex, UK   Brother of Pat Harrison  Laoise   16/09/2019
Ann  Giltinan  South Douglas Road, Cork Sister in law of Jack McGrath  South Kerry  23/09/2019
Bernadette O’Reilly (nee Sheridan) Kilnaleck, Cavan  Sister of Christopher Sheridan  Naas  23/09/2019
Kay Dillon   Athea, Co. Limerick  Mother of Kevin Dillon   South Kerry  23/09/2019
Pat Barry  Longbeach California   Brother of John Barry   Dublin North 24/09/2019
Nicola  Murphy(nee Cawley) Newtownforbes, Longford Daughter of James Cawley  Longford  27/09/2019
Patricia Curtin (née White) Mallow, Cork  Sister of Paul White   Waterford  01/10/2019
Mary Philomena Reynolds (Gallagher) Kells, Meath  Wife of John Reynolds   Meath   04/10/2019
Michael Walsh  Headford, Galway  Brother of Jim Walsh   Ballina  05/10/2019
Vera  Daly  Fairview, Dublin  Wife of Thomas Daly   Dublin North 06/10/2019
Renee Hurley  Whote Cross, Cork  Wife of James Hurley   Cork City  06/10/2019
Mary  Mullany (nee Hannigan) Clontarf, Co.Dublin  Wife of Thomas Mullany  Dublin North 06/10/2019
Bridie  Monaghan  Castlebar, Co. Mayo  Sister of Jim Murphy   Dublin North 07/10/2019
Rita  Kavanagh  Dunhill, Waterford  Mother of Seamus Kavanagh  Waterford  14/10/2019
Sarah Ryan  Killaloe, Co. Clare  Mother of Liam Ryan   Cork West  15/10/2019
Kevin Hyland  Enniscorthy , Co. wexford Brother of Michael Hyland  Wexford  15/10/2019
Alan O’Brien  Palmerstown, Dublin  Son of Christy O’Brien   Dublin West  17/10/2019
Vera  Cosgrove  Ballyconnell, Cavan  Mother in law of Earnan Gilleran  Cavan   22/10/2019
Alice  Galvin  Leed, U.K   Sister in law of Austin Barrett  Cork City  26/10/2019
Noel  Clancy  Tullamore, Offaly  Brother of Sean Clancy  Dungarvan  30/10/2019
Philip Smyth  Dublin/Longford  Brother of Paul Smyth   Dublin North 31/10/2019



 

  

APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I ,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate): ............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant): …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 
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€ 
 

6 
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ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA



GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available

Síocháin   143



Notice Board

144  Síocháin 

2019 IRELAND MEDAL PRESENTATION 
TO UK LIFESAVER
In recognition of his outstanding contribution to saving 
lives from drowning in cold water, Prof Mike Tipton from the 
University of Portsmouth will be presented with the 2019 
Ireland Medal by the Lifesaving Foundation in Waterford 
City on Monday 24 February 2020. The next day he will 
present a lecture on his work at WIT’s School of Health 
Sciences. Attendance is free and open to all those who 
have an interest in cold water survival.

CLASS OF SEPTEMBER 1968 REUNION

Wednesday 18 September 1968 was the day the 
139th Batch of Garda Recruits were attested to 
An Garda Síochána at the Garda Training Centre in 
Templemore, Co. Tipperary. The 24 male members 
with registered numbers from 17292 to 17315 
(including six female members with registered 
numbers from 43 to 48) comprised the class of 
September 1968.
    Following their ‘Passing Out’ on Thursday 20 
February 1969, members travelled to their respective 
stations the following day– six went to the Dublin 
Metropolitan Area while others were scattered across 
the country from Cork to Sligo.
    With 50 years having elapsed, classmates Shay Tutty 
and Pat Norris tracked down fellow class members 
and organised a class reunion on 29 April 2019 at the 
Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise; with 16 members, some 
with spouses, checking in for an overnight stay. It was 
remarkable how some members’ appearances had changed little whileothers changed a lot. All enjoyed a four-course 
dinner with MC Pat Norris welcoming all present and passing on the good wishes of those unable to attend. 
    A souvenir leaflet prepared for the occasion was distributed to the attendees. It included the class photograph, details 
from the handwritten Nominal Roll -139 Batch and a printed version thereof. Special thanks to John Dwyer, Portlaoise 
and Marguerite Norris, Glasnevin, Dublin 9, for their assistance. 
    There was a silent pause as deceased classmates were remembered – Donal Holman (who died on 5 June 2006) and 
Tony Biggins (who died on 25 February 2014). Since the reunion, they have been joined by Renee Hurley nee Ryan, who 
recently passed away on 6 October 2019. (May They Rest in Peace)
    On behalf of those present, senior class man Bernie Dwyer thanked the organisers for their work and also everyone 
who attended the event. Everyone chatted into the wee small hours before retiring for the night. 
    Some had not met since their days in Templemore, and all engaged as if they were day-to-day pals, exchanging their 
contact details with a view to more regular contact. Following breakfast, classmates reluctantly parted but all were 
delighted to have attended the reunion, and they now already looking forward to the 55th anniversary!

REUNION PLANS FOR A & B CLASSES, APRIL 
1965

Members from A & B Classes in April 1965 plan to hold a reunion 
to celebrate their 55th anniversary in Spring 2020, with a date and 
venue to be decided upon at a later stage. If you’re interested, then 
contact Sean Corcoran 087-7579542, email: lcorcoran46@gmail.
com; Mick Canny 087-7797530, email: info@portarralodge.com; 
Tony Campbell on 086-2992913 or Denis Kelly on 086-8322838.

Back Row (l-r): Aiden Roche; Dermot Corcoran; Jim Cuddy; 
Michael Gallagher; Shay Tutty; Morgan Horgan, Podge Fayne 
and Bernie Dwyer. Front Row (l-r): Brendan Mullen; Jean 
O’Sullivan; Mary Byrne; Pat Phelan; Jackie Farrell; Pat Norris; 
Matt Howley and Tom McGuinness. (Photo courtesy of Pat 
Norris, GSRMA Dungarvan Branch Secretary)

Congrats to Keadeen Hotel 
Competition Winner
Congratulations to Barbara Kenny on winning 
our recent competition, which was run by 
Garda Post in conjunction with this year’s 
All-Ireland Football Final between Dublin and 
Kerry.  Barbara has won a fabulous two-night 
B&B break at The Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge, 
Co. Kildare.




