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We acknowledge and applaud all of our frontline HSE 
healthcare workers and Gardaí, not forgetting the 

food producers and distributors who supply our shop and 
pharmacy workers with the food and medicines you need. 
Thank you from the GSRMA to all of you. 
 Hopefully, we are exiting this stage of the pandemic 
but our vigilance is still required in these next phases to 
prevent a second wave, should it materialise. 
 We in the GSRMA have lost too many of our members 
and relatives to this disease to throw it away at this stage.  
 The GSRMA offer our deepest sympathies to all who 
have suffered a loss at this time – May they Rest in Peace. 
It is very difficult for our members not to be present at the 
wakes, removals and funerals of our departed colleagues.  
 We miss the opportunity to show solidarity with the 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

TOGETHER WE WILL 
COME THROUGH 

THIS CRISIS
Well, we have been hit hard with the awful COVID-19 pandemic globally and little old 
Ireland is no different. As we go to press, the numbers of cases and deaths in Ireland are 
dropping as a result of primarily following the official and excellent advice from the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) and our serving colleagues in An Garda Síochána.  
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grieving families; to recognise and mark 
the service; and to acknowledge the 
comradeship of those colleagues down 
through the years. Similarly, the Garda 
Memorial Day on Saturday 16 May 
2020, at which we remember our fallen 
colleagues, was marked in a different 
way this year.  
        You are aware that a network 
of support is readily available to all 
members and families through our 
Branches, Central Committee and the 
staff at GSRMA House. 
        COVID-19 has brought us all 
together in a way that we now 
reconsider our lives and our interactions 
with our family, friends, colleagues and 
the communities we live and thrive in – 
and that could be a good thing.  
        Seamus Heaney, quoted in an 

interview in 1972, said “if we can winter this one out, we 
can summer anywhere”. 
 Consider these lines and when the blasted coronavirus 
is well a memory, we will get back to some semblance of 
normality in our lives albeit a ‘new normality’. 
 So, for now the message is clear – We are in this 
together and together we will come through this 
crisis. 
 Keep Safe, Keep Well and Keep in Touch with each 
other. 

Mick Lernihan
Editor
Summer 2020
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While work on the GSRMA’s new App is at an 
advanced stage, at the same time traffic to our 

social media platforms has increased substantially.   
 However, of course, all platforms have room for 
more and more traffic, so the message from the GSRMA 
Editorial Board is simply ‘Be a part of it – Check it out’! 

Website:      gardaretired.com   
Facebook:    facebook.com/gardaretired 
Twitter:       @GardaRetired 
LinkedIn:  gsrmahouse@gardaretired.com  

 Our website and social media footprint has been to 
the fore in recent weeks – sharing good sound advice 
from various official sources regarding the ongoing 
COVID-19 Pandemic that we are all enduring at this time. 
 If you have not already checked out all of the sites, 
please do so and give us a LIKE on Facebook, not to 
mention your feedback on how you rate each one for the 
following: 

• Ease of access 
• Ease of browsing and finding what you want 
• Comment on content 
• Suggest content you would like to see 
• Give your overall view 

• And remember that scanning this QR Code will 
bring you to all platforms: 

Thank you for your attention and ‘Stay Safe’ everyone!

SPOTLIGHT ON GSRMA 
SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS 
The GSRMA’s social media footprint has been to the fore in recent weeks by sharing sound 
and invaluable advice with members from official sources regarding the awful COVID-19 
Pandemic that we are enduring, writes Billy Saunderson, Chairman of the Editorial Board of 
‘Síocháin’. 
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It is our responsibility to protect 
our planet through reducing 
our carbon footprint. Together 
we can move to a clean energy 
future, manage the earth’s 
resources and protect our 
natural environment.

We are Planet Passionate.
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FOR A 
SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE

With more sustainable building products, combined 
with high-performance building envelope design our 
carbon footprint could be hugely reduced.

QuadCore® Technology is an advanced insulation core, 
self-blended and unique to Kingspan, that delivers the 
highest performance of any closed-cell insulation core 
across fire, thermal, environmental and longevity. 

For more information on Planet Passionate, our 
ambitious 10-year global sustainability programme, 
visit: kingspan.com/planetpassionate
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Back Row (l-r): Danny Doherty, Mick Benson, Noel 
Tighe, PJ Clarke, Michael Clarke, Greg Bourke, Tony 
D’Arcy, Tom Lyons, Pádraig Prendergast, Tony Lavelle. 
Front Row (l-r): Danny Gallagher (Branch Secretary), 
Tricia Slowey, Maureen Hussey, Mary O’Brien, Joan 
Cahill, Jim Friel (Branch Chairperson) 

Athlone Branch members pictured at the AGM 
in February 
Front Row (l-r): Michael Egan, John Burke, Jim 
Donohue, Michael Tomas, Jean Dowd, Eamon 
Hession and Maureen Waters. 
Middle Row (l-r): Michael Larkin, Vincent 
Johnson, Hugh West, John J Hickey, Mary 
O’Connor, PJ Colleran, Thomas Flanaghan, Noel 
Dowd, Oliver King, John O’Brien, Margaret Butler 
and Gerry O’Dowd. 
Back Row (l-r): Con Moynihan, Mick Bohan, 
John Lynch, John Mulligan, Michael Donnellan,   
Brendan Bradley, Pat McLoughlin and Jim 
Donnellan. 

ATHLONE BRANCH

Eamon Hession, GSRMA Central Committee and Treasurer, presented Certificates of Appreciation to the 
following branch members at their AGM in February. (Photos courtesy of Theo Hanley, Athlone Branch) 

A Long Service GSRMA Certificate and Medal was presented to Mary O’Brien at the Ballina Branch Coffee 
Morning in the Merry Monk Hotel, Killala Road, Ballina on 16 February. 

BALLINA BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS

John Burke  Maureen Waters Noel Dowd Vincent Johnson  

6  Síocháin 

Pictured at the Ballina AGM were (l-r): Tricia Slowey, 
Maureen Hussey, Mary O’Brien and Joan Cahill. 

We know Irish life. We are Irish Life.    HEALTH LIFE PENSIONS INVESTMENTS

Irish Life Assurance plc is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

You can’t control change 
but you can prepare for it

7156cb (NP 2-20)

We can help you put the right plans in 
place, so you can embrace your future  
with confidence.

Irish Life are already the preferred  
provider of protection to the Gardai.
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Covid-19: It is a worrying time in the Bray Branch as in all branches countrywide with the Covid-19 Pandemic 
wreaking havoc in our communities. The Bray Branch wishes that all GSRMA members and their families come 
through this global crisis in good health as soon as possible. 
 The Branch Committee led by Chairman Tom Conway was instrumental in ensuring that all members were 
alerted to the support that was available within the branch and from GSRMA House. Our more vulnerable members 
were personally contacted by a member of the Committee and assured them of the support from the branch as to 
their wellbeing. Our contacts with An Garda Síochána in the Wicklow Division were also utilised and the support 
received was tremendous. So, well done and thanks. 
 The social calendar of all GSRMA Branches will be severely curtailed for the remainder of 2020 and let’s hope 
that we will be able to enjoy each other’s company again in the not too distant future - “if we can winter this one out, 
we can summer anywhere” (Seamus Heaney). 

ASSOCIATION NEWS

BRAY BRANCH

8  Síocháin 

AGM 2020: The Bray Branch held its AGM in the 
iconic Harbour Bar on Tuesday 3 March and how 
Ireland and the world have changed in the few 
short weeks since then. At the AGM, attended 
by almost 40% of the membership, Chair and 
Central Committee member Tom Conway 
welcomed all present and went through the 
agenda with ease.  
 A lot of information was imparted and 
discussed. Plans were put in place for social 
events later in the year, and hopefully we will 
get to sample and enjoy these outings. Mick 
Lernihan stood down, as Branch Treasurer and 
after much debate, Declan Coburn was elected 
as Treasurer with Declan Lynch appointed as 
Vice-Chair and Tom McGrath appointed as 
Assistant Secretary. We wish them all well in 
their roles. 

Spring Social Outing: Prior to the AGM, 17 intrepid Branch Members led by Chairman Tom Conway and 
in-coming Treasurer Declan Coburn headed for the spring outing to the wonderful Powerscourt Distillery in 
Enniskerry.  
 Members were well treated by one of its directors, Gerry Ginty Jnr, son of Bray Branch stalwart Gerry Ginty. The 
entourage were supplied with the 
tea and scones before heading to 
the Still Room where the members 
sampled the aromas and taste of 
the Wicklow water now transformed 
into the very tasty Powerscourt and 
Fercullen Whiskey Brands. 
 A lovely February morning was 
spent with friends sampling the local 
brands – what could be wrong with 
that! A tour to be recommended to 
all members and arrangements can 
be made through the Bray Branch.  
 Finally, Bray Branch sends 
best wishes to our membership 
across the country and to our local 
members and we look forward to 
seeing you all again hale and hearty 
once this awful crisis is behind us.    

Introducing
Niche Living
Design led private suites, 
experience led shared spaces 
- come as you are, we have 
everything you need.

Find out more at nicheliving.com
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CARLOW BRANCH

Carlow Branch AGM took place at Carlow Garda Station on 2 March 

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Michael O’Driscoll (Branch Secretary) presents 
Martin Walsh with his Certificate of Appreciation 
and badge at the Carlow Branch AGM. 

Back Row (l-r): Jim Ryan, Tom Doolan, Benny Mills, Richie 
McElligott and Tom Miller (GSRMA Central Committee 
Member); Front Row (l-r): Michael O’Driscoll (Branch 
Secretary), John Kelly (Branch Chairman) and Martin Walsh. 

Cavan Branch members pictured at the AGM on 20 February. 

Pictured (l-r): Mick Ryan, Branch Chairman; 
John Beirne, Tom Meegan, Phyllis O’Neill, 
Joe Dirwan, Central Executive; and Earnan 
Gilleran, Branch Treasurer. 

Joe Dirwan, GSRMA Central Executive, presented Certificates of Appreciation and lapel pins to branch 
members John Beirne, Tom Meegan and Phyllis O’Neill at the Cavan Branch AGM on 20 February. (Photos 
courtesy of John Smyth, Cavan Branch Secretary)   

Pictured at the presentation of 20-Year Certificates of 
Appreciation to Castlebar Branch members at their 
AGM were (l-r): Sheamie Lohan (Branch Chairman), 
Mick Cunningham, Noel Campbell (Branch Secretary), 
Joe Lynch (GSRMA Central Committee), Michael 
Conroy and Bertie Dennedy. 

CAVAN BRANCH

CASTLEBAR BRANCH

We Salute You. 
Now more than ever, every little helps. 

So, we just wanted to take a little time to say thank you for all 
your help. The last few weeks have been difficult for everyone, 
but none more so than for those on the frontline.
 
Every member of An Garda Síochána has risked their safety to 
ensure ours and the safety of our loved ones – and for that we 
will be forever grateful.
 
Thank you, from everyone at Tesco.
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Covid-19 Restrictions: The Covid-19 virus restrictions 
and lockdown had a huge effect with the postponement 
of the Cork City AGM and the cancellation of a coach 
tour to Devon and Cornwall this summer. Other 
casualties were our Spring Walks and Coffee mornings.  
 With a membership of 470 and 60% in the 
‘Government Cocooning Category’, our Branch 
Committee had to be pro-active to keep our members 
informed and updated. Therefore, the circulation of a 
link to www.churchservices.tv was deeply appreciated 
as it allowed members to connect with Mass services 
in their own native place and elsewhere. This was more 
evident from Palm Sunday and for the Easter church 
ceremonies. 
 Members also appreciated the ‘Go-For-Life Physical 
Fitness’ programmes, which were designed for older 
people by Ciara Dawson from the Marino Institute of 
Education, Dublin. The six short video clips guided 
members on how to exercise and keep active during 
the Covid-19 crisis. We salute the Garda Community 
Policing Units in Anglesea Street, Cork City where 
Garda Lorraine O’Donovan acted as local contact. In 
Midleton and East Cork area we were supported by 
Inspector Joe O’Connor, Sgt Brian Larkin, Sgt Gerard  
O’Shaughnessy and Garda Peter Queally. 
 Mick Barry, who served as a Sergeant in Whitgate 
near Cork Harbour, is keeping well while cocooning. He 
is full of praise for a local farmer who cut the headlands 

of a meadow to facilitate the Tipperary native on his 
daily stroll.  
 Feeling very proud in the locality is retired Garda 
John O’Connell after an appearance by his son Sgt 
Michael O’Connell, Mountmellick, on RTE’s ‘Raised by 
the Village’ programme. 
 Finally, the popularity of ‘WhatsApp’ messaging is a 
clear indication of our retired colleagues trying to keep 
in touch. 

CORK CITY BRANCH

Before the Covid-10 pandemic took hold and 
before the ensuing restrictions our well-attended 
AGM on 6 March at Temple Gate Hotel in 
Ennis was addressed by guest speaker Central 
Committee member Michael O’Riordan, whose 
presentation on pensions, parity and social 
activities was well received.  
 During the AGM, 20-Year Certificates of 
Appreciation were presented to six deserving 
branch members. When restrictions did hit and 
cocooning applied to so many of our members, 
our local Gardaí were not found wanting and 
were very quick off the mark to offer their 
services to their retired colleagues.  
 This offer was communicated to all members 
and they are reminded again that this help is and 
will always be available. Knowing that our former 
colleagues are there for us is appreciated by all 
and has been used by many members.

CLARE BRANCH

The following six branch members who received GSRMA 
20-Year Certificates pictured (l-r): Richard McGuire 
(Kilrush), Peadar Daly (Tuamgraney), Paddy Lowry 
(Scariff), Michael Burke (Ennis), Martin J. O’Malley 
(Ennistymon) and Seamus Langan (Ennis). 

Mick Barry and John O’Connell (Whitegate, Co. Cork) 
enjoyed the coffee morning last year. 
(Photo courtesy of Michael Lewis, Cork City Branch) 





ASSOCIATION NEWS

14  Síocháin 

Social Events & Activities: The year began with 
great plans being made by the Donegal North Branch 
Committee for the usual social events and activities for 
branch members. These followed in the footsteps of 
a busy 2019, which saw an increase in the number of 
events and number of participants who took part. 
 One of the highlights over the past number of years 
has been our ongoing participation in the annual Garda 
Memorial Day at Dubhlinn Garden, Dublin Castle and 
this event headed the bill again this year. In any case, 
the plans for the year are made and are ready to go as 
soon as Government and HSE Guidelines allow. Hope 
springs eternal! 

Branch AGM 2020: Our Branch was fortunate to have 
held this year’s AGM in Arena 7, Letterkenny on 11 
March; just in the nick of time, before larger gatherings 
were cancelled. The meeting was well attended with 
members coming from all parts of Donegal North, 
including the Innishowen, Milford, Ballybofey, Convoy, 
Raphoe and Letterkenny areas. Branch Chairman 
Michael Kearns opened the meeting, welcomed all and 
introduced our Association’s newly appointed General 
Secretary, Mick Lernihan and wished him well in his 
new role.  
 During the course of the agenda the Chairman 
remembered our recently-departed colleagues and 
family members, called upon Committee members 
Willie Maye (Secretary) and Noel McGoohan 
(Treasurer) to report on their work and reported on the 
management of the Branch in 2019.  
 He then called upon the General Secretary to 
address the meeting. Our members were delighted to 
hear of the ongoing work of the GSRMA and of Mick’s 
hopes and aspirations for the Association as he takes 
on the challenging role of General Secretary. Joe Lynch 
CC member also addressed the meeting.  
 The meeting endorsed a number of motions 

proposed for submission to the Central Committee for 
consideration by ADM 2020 and also congratulated 
four members whose special 20-year membership 
presentations took place. Willie Cannon, Letterkenny, 
Peter Hughes, Letterkenny and Bernard Nash received 
their certificates from General Secretary Mick Lenihan. 
John McElhinney, Innishowen was unable to attend. 
Teas/coffees and finger food were served at the close 
of the meeting.  

The Late Garda Richard Fallon: As a mark of respect 
to the memory of our colleague Richard Fallon who 
was shot dead during a bank raid in Dublin on 3 April 
1970, Donegal North Branch members joined GRSMA 
colleagues around the country to mark the 50th 
anniversary of his horrific murder. 

 

 

DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH

General Secretary Mick Lernihan and Branch Chairman 
Michael Kearns, pictured with (l-r): Willie Cannon, 
Peter Hughes and Bernard Nash who received special 
20-Year-Membership Certificates. 

This special memorial was erected in honour of the late 
Garda Richard Fallon by the Donegal North Branch. 



Embark on the journey

OF A LIFETIME
A healthy world starts with Abbott and Abbott starts with you. 
When you join us, you put your expertise to work immediately, 
collaborate with passionate people and develop new skillsets to 
build the career you want. 

Our business in Donegal Town is a world leader in the manufacture 
of revolutionary diabetes management devices, and we’re growing 
our team. We’re currently looking for Senior Leaders, Scientists, 
Engineers and Quality professionals to become part of our global 
community of dedicated employees.

Are you ready to build a career with a purpose while helping 
change lives? Learn more and apply now at bit.ly/abbottdonegal.

An equal opportunity employer, Abbott welcomes and encourages diversity in our workforce.

Connect with us:

Best Wishes to 
the GSRMA

IDA Business Park, Ballinalee Road, 
Longford, N39 DX73. Ireland.

 Tel: +353 43 33 49586 | medical.averydennison.com  

Connect with Us: 

THE FIRST EVER   
2 SERIES 
GRAN COUPÉ  
AT FRANK KEANE

    

The Ultimate 
Driving Machine

Blackrock  Naas Road
Temple Road,  John F. Kennedy Drive,
Blackrock, Co. Dublin Naas Road, Dublin 12
01 240 5600  01 240 5666

frankkeanebmw.ie
info@frankkeanebmw.ie



Best-in-Class 
treatment 
technology 

Waste to 
energy

On-site 
manpower

Repackaging, 
storage & transfer

Innovative 
web portal 

with reporting

Safe ADR 
transport

Knowledge 
& expertise

The circular economy. Together we make it happen.

info@indaver.ie
Tel. +353 1 6972900

adv A4_IERL_20191212.indd   1 12/12/19   14:49



Best-in-Class 
treatment 
technology 

Waste to 
energy

On-site 
manpower

Repackaging, 
storage & transfer

Innovative 
web portal 

with reporting

Safe ADR 
transport

Knowledge 
& expertise

The circular economy. Together we make it happen.

info@indaver.ie
Tel. +353 1 6972900

adv A4_IERL_20191212.indd   1 12/12/19   14:49

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Virtual Coffee Mornings: Since 2009, 
retired Garda members in the Donegal North 
area have been meeting every first and third 
Tuesday for a coffee in Letterkenny’s Arena 7, 
under the joint auspices of GSRMA and IPA. 
Without exception, this schedule has been 
maintained and the numbers have increased 
from the original 10 members, with up to 20 
and more now attending.  
 Covid-19 has put a spanner in the works for 
us but, as the saying goes, “tough times don’t 
last – tough people do”, so we decided to keep 
our tradition going by organising a virtual coffee 
morning via Zoom. While everyone has to 
make their own coffee, the virtual get-together 
allows us continue the banter and craic that 
we have become used to in our bi-weekly 
gatherings.  
 Our first Zoom coffee morning attracted nine 
members and our second meeting had 14, so 
we are up and running again. We will continue 
with this way of getting together going until the 
social distancing ends. Well worth a try in your 
Branch if you’re missing your Coffee Mornings!   

Nine members of the branch ‘zoomed’ in for the branch’s first 
virtual coffee morning! 

Coping with Covid-19 Restrictions: Before this 
corona virus hit our shores our branch members had 
been spending their time golfing, walking, reading, 
minding grandchildren and a range of charity work. 
Alas then on 27 March came the lockdown where 
all people over 70 years were requested to stay at 
home, and then on 12 April the lockdown period was 
extended until 5 May. 
 Will we now survive not getting out and about, 
meeting people, enjoying the weekly card games 
and the branch meetings? There is a certain amount 
of Sudoku, crosswords, cooking, window cleaning 
etc one can do before you feel that you are trapped 
in the house. How does it feel to be cocooned? Not 
very comfortable we would suggest as most of our 
members were used to being pretty active, stimulated 
and engaged.  
 In our collective vulnerability it is important to 
comply, yet it is vital to link in whenever and however 
we can with family and friends. Peader O’Riada said 
on a radio interview that “friendship is like a warm 
blanket!”  
 We need that warm comforting blanket now more 
than ever, so we must reach out in whatever way we 
can – a phone call, Facetime, What’s App, Skype, 
Zoom or even drop a note to cheer up a friend! We 
have no idea when this will end but we hope we will 
all survive to meet and greet again.

Murder of Garda Richard Fallon: Preparations 
were at an advanced stage by this branch to formally 
commemorate and honour the 50th anniversary of 
the murder of Richard Falon at the Royal Bank of 
Ireland, Arran Quay on 3 April 1970. However, due to 
Covid-19 this remembrance had to be deferred.  
 This did not stop our members, spearheaded 
by our Secretary Christy Lonergan, John O’Brien 
and Frank Fitzpatrick, organising wreaths to be laid 
at Richard’s grave in Balgriffin Cemetery and at 
Mountjoy Garda Station where he was stationed at 
the time of his murder at Arran Quay.  
 This could not have been done because of the 
cocooning, only for the assistance of our serving 
members who laid the wreaths on our behalf. We are 

very appreciative 
of their support 
and our sincere 
thanks to them 
and may they 
stay safe and 
well through this 
stressful time 
for all frontline 
workers.  

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH 

A wreath was laid on Garda 
Richard Fallon’s grave in 
Balgriffin Cemetery to mark the 
50th anniversary of his murder.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

DUBLIN SOUTH BRANCH 

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH  

In the past three months we have lost many dear 
friends and colleagues whom our members would 
have served with or met along their Garda journey – 
Kevin McArdle, Joseph Fortune, Pat Shanahan, Ned 
Slattery, Larry Moylan and Dan Corcoran. 
 Our AGM, which had been scheduled for 19 March 
in The Spawell, was cancelled due to CIVID-19.  

 We hope that the lockdown will be loosened 
somewhat and when normality returns, we can hold 
our AGM to meet the deadlines of the ADM in safety.  
 On behalf of the Branch, we would like to thank 
our General Secretary Mick Lernihan for his excellent 
regular information emails during this Covid-19 
pandemic crisis. 

Branch AGM: Over 40 loyal members attended the 
AGM on Tuesday 3 March at Bakers Corner pub. Our 
Chairman Ed Ryan opened the meeting by paying 
respects to recently deceased members, and he also 
outlined the branches achievements during the past year 
which included our annual day trip, Christmas lunch and 
Mass for deceased members. Motions were proposed 
and seconded for the annual ADM planned for June 2020. 
Five delegates were also selected to attend the ADM. 
 Guests invited to the AGM included newly-appointed 
GSRMA General Secretary Mick Lernihan and Tom 
Conway, Chairman of Bray Branch. Mick received a 
warm welcome; he is no stranger to the members of this 
branch having begun his career as a young Garda in 
the ‘F’ District of Dun Laoghaire. During his address, he 
outlined his vision of the organisation going forward. He 
also referred to the recent General Election and hopes 
that politicians will honour the commitments and promises 
they made during the election campaign. 
 The General Secretary then presented 20-year 
Certificates of Appreciation to Con Hearty, Fred Healy, 
Brian Garvey, Brendan Ferry, Patrick J. Ryan, Patrick 
Quinn and John Munnelly, while further Certificates of 
Appreciation will be presented to Mary Broderick, Joseph 
Dowling and Christy Lucey at a later date. 
 Our Chairman Ed Ryan closed the meeting with the 
view to meeting again at our next coffee morning on 7 
April. However, few could have foreseen the upheaval 
and sadness caused by the coronavirus pandemic. It was 
clear that many of our members would be impacted by 

the present restrictions in staying at home and staying 
safe. Ed Ryan has always been a great advocate in 
relation to the welfare of our elderly members.  
 During the emerging crises Ed initiated a sub-
committee to identify and make contact with branch 
members who may feel isolated or in need of assistance. 
He felt that those members would be happier to seek 
assistance from retired or serving members who 
volunteered to help. We would like to thank Ed, the sub-
committee and volunteers for their support in the contact 
process and providing assistance were necessary. Sadly, 
we lost two stalwarts of the branch during this process – 
Bernard King and Joe Neville. May they Rest in Peace.  

ADM June 2020: The Branch had its AGM on 27 
February at the Skylon Hotel. Our special guest 
was the General Secretary Michael Lernihan who 
addressed the meeting and gave us an outlook on 
developments so far and his own ambitions for the 
Association going forward.  
 It was attended by a large number of branch 
members and there were robust discussions on 
motions to go forward to the ADM in June. However, 
this is now postponed until the end of September and 
there is no guarantee that the country will be back to 
any normality by then. But we live in hope.  
 To our knowledge there is no report of any of our 

members being affected by the coronavirus, which is 
good news and our condolences to the families who 
have lost loved ones since last issue. One of those 
was Deirdre Killeen who was one of the first female 
members to join An Garda Síochána in 1959. May 
they all Rest in Peace. 
 Finally, our sincere thanks to the Central 
Committee, General Secretary Mick Lernihan, Marina 
and Michelle at GSRMA House who have put their 
shoulders to the wheel in keeping us advised on how 
to look after ourselves during these trying times. May 
they and all of our members stay safe and avoid this 
terrible pandemic. 
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Front Row (l-r): Con Hearty, Brian Garvey and Fred 
Healy; Back Row (l-r): Brendan Ferry, Patrick J Ryan, 
Mick Lernihan (General Secretary), John Munnelly and 
Patrick Quinn. (Photo courtesy of Jim Kenny, Assistant 
Secretary) 



GALWAY BRANCH

The Galway Branch AGM and Dinner was held in the Salthill Hotel on 21 February. (Photos courtesy of 
Vincent McGuire, Galway Branch Treasurer) 

ASSOCIATION NEWS

DUNGARVAN BRANCH

Michael Lewis, GSRMA Central 
Committee, attended our AGM on 
Wednesday 12 February at the 
Park Hotel in Dungarvan, which 
was chaired by Michael Blake. In 
his Secretary’s Report Pat Norris 
outlined a very busy year for branch 
activities, while our Treasurer Monica 
O’Sullivan outlined that our finances 
were in ‘good fettle’. All present 
contributed to the various debates on 
the 13 items on our agenda. Lunch, 
provided by the branch, was enjoyed 
by all, following the presentation of a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Michael 
Hearne. 

Pictured (l-r): Pat Norris, P. Courtney, S. Clancy, Monica O’Sullivan, E. 
O’Driscoll, B. O’Rourke, Michael Lewis (Central Committee), Michael 
Blake, Michael Hearne (GSRMA Certificate of Appreciation), T. Carty 
and V. Bergin. 

Pictured (l-r): Marie Landy (GSRMA Central 
Committee Member), Mick Lernihan (GSRMA 
General Secretary), Julian and Patricia Ryan.

Galway Branch Members pictured at their AGM 
Dinner in the Salthill Hotel on 21 February 

Pictured (l-r): Michael Canny, Joyce Canny, Meta 
Reil (standing) Sheila Mangan and Ann McGuire. 

Pictured (l-r): Sean Connolly, Aidan Reid and 
Padraic Joyce. 

20  Síocháin 

Full day of hearing including streaming.

It’s not just a great hearing aid. 
It’s a multifunctional marvel.

 Book an appointment for a hearing evaluation, free 30-day trial, and a free 

demonstration of  the new Audéo Marvel.

Email: Info@diagnosticaudiology.ie               Website: www.diagnosticaudiology.ie

16 Maypark,   Suite 2, The Mall
Malahide Road, Artane, Beacon Court, Sandyford,
Dublin 5   Dublin 18
Telephone: 01-9015080 Telephone: 01-5267870

• Rechargeable
• Clear, rich sound
• Connects to smartphones, TV and more
• Smart apps

         “I can easily recharge my Marvel  

         hearing aids wherever I go.”   

  “Grab your car keys.

It's time for a road trip!”          

Phonak Audéo™ Marvel 
Love at first sound



Full day of hearing including streaming.

It’s not just a great hearing aid. 
It’s a multifunctional marvel.

 Book an appointment for a hearing evaluation, free 30-day trial, and a free 

demonstration of  the new Audéo Marvel.

Email: Info@diagnosticaudiology.ie               Website: www.diagnosticaudiology.ie

16 Maypark,   Suite 2, The Mall
Malahide Road, Artane, Beacon Court, Sandyford,
Dublin 5   Dublin 18
Telephone: 01-9015080 Telephone: 01-5267870

• Rechargeable
• Clear, rich sound
• Connects to smartphones, TV and more
• Smart apps

         “I can easily recharge my Marvel  

         hearing aids wherever I go.”   

  “Grab your car keys.

It's time for a road trip!”          

Phonak Audéo™ Marvel 
Love at first sound



ASSOCIATION NEWS

Pictured (l-r): Tim O’Sullivan, Celia Bowen (widow of 
the late Tom Bowen), John Kelly and Cormac Hurley.

Pictured (l-r): Stephen O’Connor, Michael Wall, 
Martin Fitzpatrick with General Secretary Mick 
Lernihan. 

LIMERICK CITY BRANCH

NAAS BRANCH

GSRMA Certificates of Appreciation were presented by General Secretary Mick Lernihan at the Limerick City 
Branch AGM in the Strand Hotel on 24 February to the following branch members:  

Coffee Morning Before Covid-19: On 10 March members from Naas Branch were lucky to enjoy a very 
enjoyable coffee morning in The Westgrove Hotel, Clane just before the lockdown restrictions came into force. 
Hopefully in the not-too-distant future we will gather again and, in the meantime, we hope all branch members 
will remain safe and well.  

A Night at The Dogs: 
This event has been 
cancelled until it is safe 
to take part in social 
gatherings again. 
Hopefully we will be able 
to reschedule for a future 
date in the autumn and 
we will contact you then to 
take bookings.  

Wednesday Morning 
Bowling: As our weekly 
bowling on Wednesday 
mornings is also on hold 
we are aware that our 
dedicated members who 
look forward to meeting up 
are missing this event but 
‘le cunamh De’ we will get 
back to normal as soon as 
possible! 
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NENAGH BRANCH

Branch member Michael Gleeson pictured with GSRMA President 
Matt Givens. 

Members pictured at the AGM in the Embassy Rooms in 
Sligo. 

Sgt Angela Cummins (Sligo’s Community 
Policing Team) pictured with branch members 
Michael Reynolds, Phillip Maree and Pat 
Conway. 

Branch AGM: Our branch held a very well-attended AGM in The Embassy Rooms at JFK Parade in Sligo on 
4 February. In a review of branch activities for the year, mention was made of our Mass for deceased branch 
members, which was celebrated in November.  
 This was followed by a meal and social function. Members are very appreciative of this annual opportunity 
to meet and remember former colleagues, friends and family. Fr Walsh, priest at St Anne’s Parish in Sligo, is 
the celebrant each year and we wish to acknowledge his comforting contribution. We also wish to thank the 
Quinn Family of The Embassy Rooms in Sligo who accommodated this Mass and gathering and served us 
with a very pleasant meal. 
 The branch would like to acknowledge the attendance of Joe Lynch, GSRMA National Executive, at our 
AGM. Angela Cummins and Matt Conor (local Community Policing Team) addressed attendees and offered 
assistance and support to members as appropriate, which was much appreciated and we wish to thank them 
for their assistance. 

Certificates of Appreciation: At the AGM Certificates of Appreciation were presented by Joe Lynch, GSRMA 
Central Committee, to Evelyn Staunton, Bertha Keane, Jim Furey, Tom McGuinness, Eamonn Ruddy, John 
Maloney, Patrick Hennelly, Christopher Lawlor, Patrick Barrett, William Noone, Arthur J. Newcombe, Thomas 
Heneghan, Patrick McDermott and John Prendergast.  

Coffee Morning: The branch held a coffee 
morning at The Abbey Court Hotel on 27 
February. While the attendance was smaller 
than usual, nonetheless a good crowd turned 
up, and held a discussion on the branch plans 
for this year. Unfortunately, all plans have 
fallen by the wayside for the moment due to 
Covid-19. Hopefully things will return to some 
form of normality before the year’s end. 

Certificate of Appreciation: Certificates 
of Appreciation and new lapel pins were 
presented to Michael Gleeson and Joan 
Flannery by the GSRMA President Matt 
Givens on 27 February. 

SLIGO-LEITRIM BRANCH
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SOUTH KERRY BRANCH 

TEMPLEMORE BRANCH  

During a social outing to Cobh, the branch members were 
given the opportunity to visit the famous Titanic Centre and 
Famine Rooms. The interesting visit was followed by an 
enjoyable and sumptuous lunch in Cobh. 
 During the outing, which started from Ross Castle in 
Killarney, we crossed over the Lakes of Killarney by boat 
to Lord Brandon’s Restaurant Cottage. We then walked to 
Kate Kearney’s Restaurant over the Gap of Dunloe and 
through the most idealistic scenery imaginable on a fine 
summer afternoon, which took about three and a half hours 
to complete.  
 After a long trek by all of us, loyal and fit comrades to the 
branch over the years passed, we sat down to a beautiful 
afternoon meal.  

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Joe Lynch (GSRMA Central Committee), Michael 
Reynolds (Branch Secretary) and members Phillip 
Maree and Pat Conway pictured at Sligo-Leitrim 
Branch AGM. 

GSRMA Certificates of Appreciation were presented to 
branch members following the AGM. 

Branch members pictured at the Lakes of Killarney (l-r): 
John Thornhill, Mrs Lehane, Jerry Cronin, John Fleming, 
John McGrath, Tom Fox, Michael Donovan and Pat 
Lehane. 

GSRMA President Matt Givens pictured with branch members at the AGM. 

Templemore Branch 
Chairman Barry Feeney, 
Secretary PJ Rogan 
and Treasurer Geraldine 
Collum welcomed GSRMA 
President Matt Givens and 
Vice-President Marie Roche 
and all branch members to 
the AGM on 19 February. 
The AGM was well attended 
and at the conclusion of 
business, President Givens 
presented a 20-Year 
Certificate and Lapel Pin to 
Jerry McGrath. 

26  Síocháin 

We are expert in adaptable & innovative design and the 
manufacture & installation of modular buildings

Contact Martin to discuss your needs
Ph: 01-8250622 / Mh: 087-3900274

Email: martin.murray@cabinpac.ie Website: www.cabinpac.ie



We are expert in adaptable & innovative design and the 
manufacture & installation of modular buildings

Contact Martin to discuss your needs
Ph: 01-8250622 / Mh: 087-3900274

Email: martin.murray@cabinpac.ie Website: www.cabinpac.ie



Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and setting good 
examples through our own behaviours and attitudes can make our 

roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road safety using 
education, engineering and enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on the streets of 
Dublin and to provide focus on making Dublin a Safer City 

for All Road Users.

Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and 
setting good examples through our own behaviours 
and attitudes can make our roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road 
safety using education, engineering and 
enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on 
the streets of Dublin and to provide focus on 
making Dublin a Safer City for All Road Users.

Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and setting good 
examples through our own behaviours and attitudes can make our 

roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road safety using 
education, engineering and enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of casualties on the streets of 
Dublin and to provide focus on making Dublin a Safer City 

for All Road Users.

Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and 
setting good examples through our own behaviours 
and attitudes can make our roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road 
safety using education, engineering and 
enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on 
the streets of Dublin and to provide focus on 
making Dublin a Safer City for All Road Users.



Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and setting good 
examples through our own behaviours and attitudes can make our 

roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road safety using 
education, engineering and enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on the streets of 
Dublin and to provide focus on making Dublin a Safer City 

for All Road Users.

Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and 
setting good examples through our own behaviours 
and attitudes can make our roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road 
safety using education, engineering and 
enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on 
the streets of Dublin and to provide focus on 
making Dublin a Safer City for All Road Users.

Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and setting good 
examples through our own behaviours and attitudes can make our 

roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road safety using 
education, engineering and enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on the streets of 
Dublin and to provide focus on making Dublin a Safer City 

for All Road Users.

Road Safety is a shared moral responsibility and 
setting good examples through our own behaviours 
and attitudes can make our roads safer.

Dublin City Council is actively promoting road 
safety using education, engineering and 
enforcement measures. 

Our priority is to reduce number of causalities on 
the streets of Dublin and to provide focus on 
making Dublin a Safer City for All Road Users.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Síocháin   29

WATERFORD BRANCH 

TUAM BRANCH 

The presentation of Certificates took place at Waterford Golf Club: Social Distancing was unheard of at the time. 
Recipients are pictured with members of the Waterford Branch… 

Thomas 
O’Shaughnessy 
was presented 
with his 
Certificate of 
Appreciation by 
Marie Landy, 
GSRMA Central 
Committee, on 
24 February. 
(Photo courtesy 
of Michael 
Jennings, Branch 
Secretary Tuam) 

Presentation of the 20-Year Certificates: PJ Rogan, 
Secretary, Barry Feeney, Chairman, Jerry McGrath, 
Geraldine Collum, Treasurer and President Matt 
Givens. 

Mick Power, Joe Hurley and Tom Brady Ted Cotter, Joe Cullinane and Sean Keane 

Branch members at a meeting in Waterford Garda Station. 
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MICK’S MESSAGES
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Welcome to Mick’s 
Messages for Summer 
Síocháin – a very 
different summer 
than I imagined when 
I was writing in the 
Spring Edition a few 
short months ago! I 
don’t want to dwell 
too much on the 
COVID-19 issue in this 
segment, since there 
are many other good 
things happening in 
our world.  

Garda Memorial Day 2020 was 
marked on Saturday 16 May 

with a reduced presence of GSRMA 
members and families due to the 
pandemic. Our President Matt 
Givens has penned an article on the 
ceremony in this edition. 
 Another matter within GSRMA 
circles which we have had to adjust 
is the Annual Delegate Meeting 
(ADM) which was due for 9 & 10 
June on the Prom in Salthill. We 
have provisionally deferred to late 
September and all we can do at this 
stage is to wait and see if it is safe to 
proceed then.  
 The Administration Sub-
Committee meets once a week and 
the Central Committee are hard at 
work on your behalf. Currently, a 
Special Delegate Meeting (SDM) is 
being planned for late May, to cater 
for the deferral of the ADM, with 
seven Branch AGMs also deferred 
across the country. 
 The Social Committee is 
understandably disappointed that 
most of the calendar of events for 

2020 has taken a hit but again let’s 
wait and see what the Autumn 
brings us – Marie Roche and her 
committee are working hard for you. 
 We have received an order 
of GSRMA Armbands for use by 
members performing a Guard of 
Honour and these will be distributed 
to your Branch Committees as soon 
as possible. 
 This is my second edition as 
Editor of ‘Síocháin’ and I am enjoying 
it immensely. The response to the 
appeal for articles has found a few 
nice gems and these are contained in 
this edition, with others being held 
over for later editions. Keep them 
coming please! 
 The Archive Pages have also 
swelled recently and that is down 
to you seeking out your old Garda 
photographs and taking a trip down 
Garda Lane (used to be Memory 
Lane!) I am appealing to you to keep 
looking and if you keep sending, I’ll 
keep printing. Deal? 
 Marina, Michelle and myself 
continue working from our 
respective homes during the 
lockdown and you should note that 
the same service is still there for you. 
I encourage all of you to keep in 
touch with us and your local branch. 
 Speaking of the Branch Network 
– we have some very enterprising 
branches who continue with their 
coffee mornings, albeit from their 
own houses on the Zoom Network 
and other similar methods. Contact 
is important and especially so for 
those who are living alone or ill at 
this time. Pick up the phone and call 
someone, it’ll make their day and 
yours! 
 At the time of writing (in late 
May) we are still a bit up in the air 
politically speaking. We are awaiting 
the formation of a Government from 

an election that happened over 100 
days ago! Let’s hope they convene 
soon and we can try and further our 
goals of Parity, Representation and 
Restoration on your behalf. 
 I am a keen gardener and 
together with four local GSRMA 
colleagues, we tend our allotments 
in Shankill. We enjoy getting our 
hands dirty and testing out our green 
fingers. The spuds have well broken 
ground but the late frosts in the east 
of the country have caused a fair bit 
of damage to them over the last few 
weeks.  
 My tomato plants also took a bit 
of a hit – even those in the unheated 
greenhouse! Still, we look forward to 
the broccoli, the carrots, the caulies 
and the lettuce in the coming weeks 
– let’s hope for a good harvest in this 
trying 2020! Feel free to send in any 
tips to share with the membership.  
 Congratulations to the five 
Summer Draw winners – enjoy the 
€500 each! 
 Finally, I hope you all enjoy 
reading this Summer Edition. Your 
Editor and the Editorial Board would 
welcome any suggestions or new 
ideas for your magazine. So, that’s 
it for now and chat again in the 
Autumn.  
Slán. 
Mick



The Dairy 
Experts

www.lakeland.ie

Call us anytime

on Lo-call

1890 47 47 20
(Calls charged at

local call rates)

From family owned farms in the beautiful lakelands of Ireland to the furthest, 
far away fields, Lakeland Dairies exports the finest dairy foodservice products 
and food ingredients to market leading customers worldwide.

Lakeland Dairies is committed to co-operative dairy farming and to the achievement 
of dairy industry scale, efficiency and competitiveness, for the long term benefit of 
our milk producers and rural communities.

The Dairy 
Experts

www.lakeland.ie

Call us anytime

on Lo-call

1890 47 47 20
(Calls charged at

local call rates)

From family owned farms in the beautiful lakelands of Ireland to the furthest, 
far away fields, Lakeland Dairies exports the finest dairy foodservice products 
and food ingredients to market leading customers worldwide.

Lakeland Dairies is committed to co-operative dairy farming and to the achievement 
of dairy industry scale, efficiency and competitiveness, for the long term benefit of 
our milk producers and rural communities.

The Dairy 
Experts

www.lakeland.ie

Call us anytime

on Lo-call

1890 47 47 20
(Calls charged at

local call rates)

From family owned farms in the beautiful lakelands of Ireland to the furthest, 
far away fields, Lakeland Dairies exports the finest dairy foodservice products 
and food ingredients to market leading customers worldwide.

Lakeland Dairies is committed to co-operative dairy farming and to the achievement 
of dairy industry scale, efficiency and competitiveness, for the long term benefit of 
our milk producers and rural communities.

www.adco-ie.com
info@adco-ie.com

+353 (0) 1 908 1541

Providing effective underwater and 
land-based archaeological solutions since 1999. 

Conducting intelligent diving and underwater/marine inspections 
for the civils and scientific sectors.

Specialised in marine geophysical data interpretation.

ADCO works closely with clients from project inception, 
through EIS, to full construction stages, delivering the highest 
quality effectively.  

Leading Maritime Archaeology

ADCOAd.pdf   1   17/11/2016   21:08



Garda Memorial Day 2020 took place on Saturday 
16 May at Dubhlinn Gardens in Dublin Castle in 

remembrance and dedication to the 88 brave Gardaí who 
have lost their lives in the line of duty to the service of the 
Irish State. 
 Prayers and reflections were said by Garda Chaplins Fr 
Joe Kennedy and Archdeacon David Pierpoint, with the Roll 
of Honour delivered by Deputy Commissioner John Twomey. 
 The ceremony was noted for the lack of family members, 
friends and colleagues present, as well as GSRMA Members 
who have made this day an annual event to pay their 
respects to our fallen colleagues.  
 As a small compensation, the ceremony was streamed 
live by An Garda Síochána on their Facebook Page, thereby 
giving our members an opportunity to join the other 28,000 
people who tuned in to mark the supreme sacrifices made 
by those brave 88 members of An Garda Síóchána. 

Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad.

Matt Givens, GSRMA President 

GARDA MEMORIAL 
DAY WITH A 
DIFFERENCE 

This year’s Garda Memorial Day will be remembered for the scaled-down version of the 
ceremony, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. That being said, GSRMA President 
Matt Givens attended the poignant event with Minister for Justice & Equality Charlie 
Flanagan, Garda Commissioner Drew Harris and Michael Griffin of the Garda Survivors’ 
Association. 

GSRMA President Matt Givens (seated left) alongside 
Garda Commissioner Drew Harris and Michael Griffin 
(Garda Survivors’ Association).

Pictured (l-r): Matt Givens (GSRMA President), Michael 
Griffin (Garda Survivors’ Association) and Pat Ennis (GRA 
General Secretary & GSRMA). 

Michael Griffin,Garda Survivors’ Association, Garda 
Commissioner Drew Harris, Justice Minister Charlie 
Flanagan and Matt Givens, GSRMA President.. 
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor, 

I was truly shocked and dismayed by the release of a convicted Garda killer who was arrested by Gardaí on road traffic charges, assault and 
resisting arrest, this week (15 April). This defendant is a consummate recidivist. There were objections to bail by the arresting Garda but the 
judge released this defendant on bail with conditions.  In the meantime, a Romanian national who breached the 2km restriction in Wexford 
on two occasions and was also in breach of road traffic laws, was remanded in custody the same week.  Any right-minded law-abiding citizen 
would wonder how this could be so? How could one convicted killer and recidivist be given bail while someone who breached Covid-19 
regulations can be remanded in custody? Which of the defendants is the bigger menace to society? Sadly we have seen time and time again 
the release of serious recidivists from custody where Garda objections to bail have been put forward, but have been overruled by some 
members of the judiciary. We have to ask the question, why? 
 I can hear the argument from civil libertarians and the legal eagles that people who are arrested and charged are innocent until 
proven otherwise. They must be given the benefit of the doubt. I agree with this analogy to a certain degree, but all too often we see serious 
recidivists walk free to commit further offences.  However, here we have a case where a serious criminal who has committed numerous 
offences, including killing a Garda, being released on bail knowing that he has committed offences previously while on bail and also failed 
to appear before. What example does this set and how do we as a community feel protected when we know that a serious convicted criminal 
and killer is in our midst and free to roam while awaiting a hearing date? Not only will the public despair at the softly-softly approach on the 
release of this type of defendant but I am sure that Garda members must also be biting their lips in incredulity at his release. 

 Regards, 
Christy Galligan, 
Letterkenny,  Co. Donegal. 

Dear Editor, 

Mary Lou McDonald in her ‘Sunday Independent’ interview (24/5/2020) describes the conflict on this island in the 70s, 80s and 90s as a 
‘necessary war’ and a ‘justified campaign’.  
 The GSRMA – Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association – asks Ms McDonald to clarify where it was necessary and where it was 
justified to murder and maim members of An Garda Síochána, the Defence Forces and many innocent members of the public?  
 So, Mary Lou, where was it necessary and justified in a disused farmhouse in Garryhinch in October 1976? Where was it necessary and 
justified outside Drumree Post Office in August 1984? Where was it necessary and justified in the early hours of the morning in June 1996 
on the Main Street in Adare? Where was it necessary and justified in Ballyconnick Quarry in October 1980? Where was it necessary and 
justified in Derrada Woods in December 1983? My colleagues and I can go on and on and on and ask you for these and further answers if 
you wish?  
 Mary Lou is well aware that the IRA campaign had a direct impact on the Republic where Gardaí were murdered, banks were robbed, 
illegal arms were imported and general destabilisation occurred.  There was no ‘necessary war’ nor was there any ‘justified campaign’ that 
warranted the killing and maiming of members of An Garda Síochána, the Defence Forces or any person for that matter… Full Stop! 
 Our membership rightly and proudly remembers their colleagues so savagely murdered and maimed by the Provisional IRA in the above 
instances, and on many other occasions. We stand together with their grieving families, colleagues and friends in deploring Ms McDonald’s 
scant regard for their lives being described by her as being necessary and justified – Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad. 
Regards, 

Michael Lernihan,  
General Secretary GSRMA Dublin 8 

URGENT NEED TO REVIEW BAIL LAWS 

DEPLORING SINN FÉIN LEADER’S SCANT REGARD FOR 
GARDA LIVES LOST  

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

(This letter was submitted by GSRMA General Secretary Mick Lernihan to the ‘Sunday Independent’ in response to Sinn Féin leader Mary 
Lou McDonald’s interview published in the newspaper)
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

Dear Editor, 

There appears to be a consensus amongst some of your contributors that, for a variety of reasons, the service of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary (RIC) should be commemorated jointly with that of An Garda Síochána when the centenary of its foundation is 
marked in 2022.  
 While there can be no objection to local and family initiatives to honour individual members of the RIC, especially those 
who lost their lives in the service, I do not think it appropriate to grant it official/national approval given its role as one of the 
instruments of unlawful British administration in Ireland.  
 To link the RIC with An Garda Síochána in a commemorative event is a step too far and a hint of historical revisionism 
where unpleasant facts are ignored in the desire (usually of a government) to massage the past  in order to manage the present 
and set the agenda for the future. There also appears to be confusion between commemoration and conciliation; I see no role 
for conciliation in recalling the service of the RIC, rather sadness for many who had given the best of their lives to the service. 
 The unpleasant facts are well known and it is not untrue to say that British government in Ireland was established at the 
point of the sword, maintained out of the barrel of a gun, accompanied by the theft of vast tracts of land, dispossession of the 
native people of land at a time when ownership of land was not only the means of production but the sole means of sustenance. 
Of course, over time a veneer of constitutionality was added but there never was other than a grudging consent by the majority 
of the citizens. 
 If the Act of Union (1800) and the closure of the Dublin Parliament (achieved with much bribery) had not occurred, the 
possibility of a more representative electorate over time, might have resulted in a more acceptable development of the Irish 
Constabulary.  
 However, the Robert Peel reforms were for the benefit of the British administration rather than for Irish society and the 
Irish Constabulary remained a quasi-military force, military uniforms, military insignia, officered by British military officers.  
 During the 19th century the IC (RIC after their success against the Fenians), became a very efficient instrument in the 
administration. The RIC was held in such high regard that it became the template for other Forces in the empire and officers of 
those forces were trained at HQ in the Phoenix Park. 
 As for keeping the peace the RIC was on an unsteady foundation given that British rule in Ireland was not legitimate. 
In contrast An Garda Siochána has faithfully served legitimate governments since 1922 enforcing legislation enacted by 
the Oireachtas with the consent of the electorate and earning the general confidence and respect of the community and of 
governments alike and that respect has been returned by successive governments to this day, the sole exception De Valera’s 
lack of trust in 1932.  
 I see no role for conciliation because who is to conciliate with whom? Who can make up for the botched  investigation of 
the Maam Treasna murders in 1882 resulting in the hanging of an innocent man or the killing in 1920 of the Lord Mayor of 
Cork, Tomas McCurtain, in his home by a group of RIC officers? 
 Nevertheless one cannot fail to have sympathy for members of the Force after 1916 and the election of 1918 when the 
mirage of Home Rule was finally dissipated and the volunteers took the field against the most visible instrument of British 
rule. Then many members were killed and many resigned or were dismissed to face an uncertain future rather than serve an 
increasingly lawless administration. 
 For members who had given the best years of their lives in a poorly paid service and having family to support it was a sad 
and bitter ending.  
 
Yours sincerely 
Thomas J. Waldron, 
Cork City Branch 

JOINT COMMEMORATION SERVICE IS NOT 
APPROPRIATE  



Mulleady Properties & Co. Ltd offers a professional building service 
to clients all across the midlands and beyond. Our skilled team works 
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GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 

FUTURE SOCIAL DATES 
FOR YOUR DIARY 

Our social outings and activities form such an important part of our everyday lives, writes 
Marie Roche, GSRMA Vice-President, and are so well attended and anticipated by members, 
and the Social Committee is very aware that you all miss this interaction during the current 
coronavirus pandemic. However, while recent trips have had to be cancelled we do hope to 
go ahead with other outings later this year. 
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The health and safety of our members is always 
foremost and unfortunately our very well-booked 

outing to Kilkenny at the end of April was cancelled. 
Our lovely trip to Santa Susanna on 24 May was also 
cancelled and we are in contact with the operator JMG 
travel to try to reschedule this trip.  
 However, over the past few weeks and after much 
consideration we’ve been in touch with our members 
who were due to travel and the Santa Susanna trip has 
been rescheduled for May 2021.  
 Hopefully then we will be able to look forward to 
and enjoy this fantastic tour. The date for the trip will 
be confirmed in the near future and if you have any 
concerns please contact any member of the Social 
Committee. 
 On a happier note hopefully we will be able to go 
ahead with our proposed autumn outings and we will 
take bookings as normal in the hope that the pandemic 
has cleared and once more it is safe to travel, we will be 
closely monitoring the situation as the weeks pass.  
 In the past few weeks it has been wonderful to 
receive calls from members who had been on our break 
in Bundoran in January, just to say hello and to say 
that they were so happy to have enjoyed the trip. The 
memories were keeping them going in this uncertain 
time and it is so much appreciated to get this positive 
feedback. 
 September in Galway: On 13 September we have 
a four-night break booked in the lovely four-star family-
operated Ardilaun Hotel in Galway City, with four nights 
dinner, B&B, nightly entertainment, pick-up from and 
return to the train station and a day tour all included.  
 The hotel has easy access to Galway City with a 
regular bus service, or approximately 15 minutes by foot 
for those who like to walk, or just chill out and relax in 
this fabulous hotel’s leisure centre and spa facilities. This 
is an ideal opportunity to relax and unwind after this 
period of turmoil we are experiencing. This four-night 
break is €317 pp sharing and single room cost is €417. 

So, why not treat yourself to this lovely Autumn Break. 
 November in Wexford: On 9 November we will 
visit the south east for four nights, staying in the four-
star Talbot Hotel in Wexford. Four nights dinner, B&B, 
entertainment full use of leisure facilities and a day tour 
all included. The hotel is ideally situated within walking 
distance from the train station and a short stroll to 
shopping and all other amenities offered by the lovely 
town of Wexford.  
 This will be an ideal time to get away before the long 
winter days. Cost for this outing is €245 pp sharing while 
a single room costs €325. As we have been to the Talbot 
previously we can be certain of a warm welcome in this 
excellent hotel that’s extremely comfortable and is in an 
ideal location. 
 Booking: To book either or both of these autumn 
outings please contact Marie Roche on 086-0854654, 
Frank Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679 or Michael O’Riordan 
on 086-8177985. We will take names in the usual way 
and ‘Le Cunamh De’ we will be able to look forward to 
and enjoy a joyous reunion when we meet again in the 
autumn. Dear members, until we are able to gather once 
more, stay safe and well! 
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GSRMA WEBSITE WINNER BAGS €50!
Sean Gallagher [23877E] Nenagh Branch has won 
€50 as the latest winner of our website draw. To be 
in with a chance to win simply register as a ‘USER’ on 
our website www.gardaretired.com and your name 
could appear in the next issue! 

 Congratulations to all winners 
and we at GSRMA House 

hope that you have 
an opportunity 

to enjoy your 
winnings in the 

coming months. 
Comhghairdeas libh 

go léir! Maith sibh! 

GSRMA SUMMER 2020 DRAW WINNERS 
GSRMA is delighted to announce the following five 
winners of the Members’ Summer Draw for 2020, who 
will each receive €500! 

* Jim Mannion [15549G] Dublin South 
* Daniel Doherty [16122E] Ballina  
* John Flynn [12848A] Dublin South 
* Finnoula McDonagh [14772K] Clare 
* Peter J. Peyton [20666M] Galway 
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ST PAUL’S GARDA 
CREDIT UNION EASTER 
DRAW WINNERS 2020 

THE LUCK OF THE DRAW  

3 x Ford Focus 
*Alan Browne, Mullingar Garda Station 
*Shane Cashman, Anglesea St. Garda Station, Cork 
*Aidan Foley, Claremorris Garda Station, Co Mayo 

3 x Hyundai Kona 
*Family member - Mary Kelly, Claregalway, Co Galway 
*Retired member - Edward Whelan, Monaghan, Co 
Monaghan 
*Barry Mc Govern, Blacklion Garda Station, Co Cavan 

5 x €5,000 
*Family member - Margaret Traynor, Ballybofey, Co 
Donegal 
*Retired member - Daniel J Coghlan, Bantry, Co Cork 
*Family member - Teresa Kirby, Crecora, Co Limerick 
*Family member - Colette Barrett, Muff, Co Donegal 
*Patrick Michael Farrell, Tullow, Co Carlow 

10 x €2,000 
*Retired member - James Brennan, Letterkenny, Co 
Donegal 
*John Flynn, Watercourse Road Garda Station, Cork 
*Garda Reserve Patrick Allen, Watercourse Road Garda 

Station, Cork 
*Family member -Mary Buckley, Inniscarra, Co Cork 
*Kate Mc Carthy, Togher Garda Station, Cork 
*Elayne Harding, Store St. Garda Station, Dublin 1 
*Retired member - James Slattery, Bandon, Co Cork 
*Keith Nolan, Mayfield Garda Station, Cork 
*Retired member - Thomas F O’Sullivan, Ennis, Co Clare 
*Family member - Lorna Henderson, Templemore, Co 
Tipperary 

10 x €1,000 
*Randle Considine, Gort Garda Station, Co. Galway 
*Thomas A Higgins, Athlone Garda Station, Co. 
Westmeath 
*Retired member - Joseph Forde, Clareview, Limerick 
*Evelyn O Mahony, Gort Garda Station, Co. Galway 
*Retired member - Valentine T Cross, Rathangan, Co 
Kildare 
*Family member - Treasa Ni Luasa, Glasheen, Cork 
*Brian Gowran, Mullingar Garda Station, Co. Westmeath 
*Sinead Mc Carthy, Waterford Garda Station, Waterford 
*Una Finnegan, Garda Staff, Drogheda Garda Station, 
Co Louth 
*Liam Fletcher, Tonaphubble, Sligo 
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GARDA RICHARD FALLON’S 
50th ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATION 

Marking the 50th anniversary of the murder of Garda Richard Fallon, who was shot dead 
during a bank raid on Dublin’s Arran Quay on 3 April 1970, tributes were paid nationwide 
by his colleagues. John O’Brien, GSRMA Central Committee and Dublin North Branch, 
outlines the background to that horrific incident and describes how plans to honour a fallen 
colleague unfortunately had to be revised due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

April 1970 was a time of considerable promise for 
members of the Garda Síochána, despite the looming 

clouds of the Northern Troubles. The hard-won benefits 
of the Conroy Commission were being implemented; 
all members would work a 42-hour-week and payment 
would be made for overtime and working unsocial hours.  
 Garda Richard (Dick) Fallon had debated these new 
benefits with great interest with his colleagues. He was 
in Mountjoy Station on the morning of 3 April and his 
thoughts were firmly on heading down to Roscommon for 
the weekend with his family. He needed to tie up some 
loose ends and he accepted a lift from the crew of ‘Delta 
6’, the uniform patrol car attached to his station.  

 Garda Pat Hunter was the driver and Garda Paul Firth 
was the observer. All were unarmed Gardaí with the 
singular protection of a short wooden baton. They got 
a radio message that there was a raid alert at the Royal 
Bank of Ireland on Arran Quay and the crew told Dick that 
they would drop him and continue to the raid on their 
own. He declined and agreed to go with them. 
 It transpired that the phone lines to the bank had been 
cut which triggered a silent alarm. The patrol car quickly 
arrived outside the bank. The time was 11am and at that 
moment the raiders spilled out and Dick and his colleague 
Paul Firth ran to challenge them. 
 Garda Fallon closed rapidly on the raiders and he was 

Marking the 50th anniversary of the death of his father Dick Fallon, his son Richard is pictured (centre) with Chief Supt 
Mark Curran (Dublin North Division) and Supt Gerry Donnelly (Coolock Garda Station) at his graveside on 3 April 2020.
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shot at close range and died instantly at the side of the 
building. He simply had no chance to survive. 

ARMED BANK RAIDS 
Armed bank raids had commenced in the Republic 
from June of 1968 and this attack was the 12th raid in 
that sequence. We now recognise that this was part of 
the destabilisation that occurred north and south as a 
consequence of the Troubles. Unanswered questions 
remain as to why more robust pre-emptive action had not 
been taken against the perpetrators. 
 We were thoroughly shocked by the killing. There 
was a tremendous outpouring of grief and his funeral 
in Dublin brought the city to a standstill. Was it not 
remarkable that the names of persons of interest were 
circulated to the media within 48 hours of the killing?  
 It certainly was unprecedented and has not occurred 
since. The hunt went on for the killers, but some major 
questions exist to this day on the knowledge in security 
circles and government on the activities of the criminal 
gang responsible.  
 The sharpest grief was experienced by his wife Deirdre 
and her young family and there are no words that can 
be uttered which fully do justice to the wrong caused to 
them. The best we can do is to keep the memory of their 
sacrifice alive for future generations. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019 
Last year I attended the Garda Remembrance ceremony 
with wife Margaret at Dublin Castle. It is always a very 
special occasion. When the official ceremony was over we 
wandered around, having chats, renewing old friendships 
and making some new ones. 
 A little later we went to the Memorial Wall as we 
normally do before leaving. This is a time to reflect on the 
names and pause for a while with familiar colleagues. A 
quite voice behind me said, “Do you have someone on 

the wall” and I turned to see a man whom I found out 
a short time later was Richard Fallon – the eldest son of 
Garda Dick Fallon.  
 We chatted for a while and I told him that his father’s 
death was still very real in our memory. I had lived as a 
very young garda on the same road as Dick in Santry. 
Together with many colleagues I had marched in his 
funeral cortege on 6 April 1970. This was an amazing 
turnout and the streets of Dublin were lined by people 
paying their respects.  
 I have great interest in the events surrounding his 
death and I researched this whole episode in some detail. 
I was also conscious, regardless of the sense of loss felt by 
his Garda colleagues that our feelings were very secondary 
to the extremely heavy burden which his family had to 
bear at the time of his killing and long into the future. We 
exchanged numbers and agreed to stay in touch. 

DUBLIN NORTH MEETING 
Sometime later Jim Murphy was chairing a Dublin North 
committee meeting and one of Dick’s colleagues – Tom 
Collins – was sitting next to me. The topic came up of 
remembering our fallen colleagues and, in particular, Dick 
Fallon. With his 50th anniversary on 3 April 2020 we 
agreed that surely it should be marked in a very special 
way.  
 Jim Murphy as Chair and Christy Lonergan our 
Secretary, together with the committee members, resolved 
to make sure that a fitting tribute would be made. After 
a discussion I was nominated to lead a small committee 
consisting of Frank Fitzpatrick, Eddie O’Donovan and Jude 
Murphy to make it happen, but to also ensure that his 
family were fully consulted and involved in any plans. Dick 
had three surviving children – Richard, Miriam and Finian.  

PLAQUE ON ARRAN QUAY 
The next task was to contact all of the relevant interests 
and it became clear that the preferred option was to have 
a plaque erected at 24 Arran Quay in Dublin. This was the 
site of the former Royal Bank of Ireland and is now the 
leased premises of Real Nation; and my early calls to this 
company were met with great co-operation.  
 Aidine Calvert and her team were endlessly helpful 
and this continued throughout the process. The owners 
of the building were also very willing to co-operate. It was 
necessary to get the advice and assistance of Dublin City 
Council.  
 We quickly learned that the building was a protected 
building. There were two possible choices: engage in a 
planning permission application or alternatively submit an 
application to the Commemorative Naming Committee 
of Dublin City Council for approval. We chose the latter 
course and again we were met with very good assistance 
and guidance. 

Colleagues pictured in Mountjoy Station, where Garda 
Dick Fallon had been stationed. 
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RICHARD FALLON’S PARTICIPATION 
We had a number of meetings on site, now with a larger 
group and Richard Fallon on board and the various 
permissions steps were covered. In line with practice the 
Dublin City Council would produce and mount the plaque 
on the building. The formal application was made on the 
8 December 2019 and permission came through early 
this year. The Central Committee of the GSRMA were 
fully supporting the project and Mick Lernihan, our new 
General Secretary, was now on our organising committee 
and he was of great assistance as events later unfolded. 
 At this stage we were getting down to the precise 
detail of the ceremony itself. The Commissioner agreed 
to attend and a musical tribute would be provided by 
members from the Garda Band. An Honour Guard would 
also be present. Assistant Commissioner Pat Leahy, who 
is in charge of the Dublin Region simply asked “What do 
you want and I will make it happen”.  
 The Lord Mayor of Dublin agreed to perform the 

unveiling ceremony, while Aidine Calvert from Real Nation 
volunteered the use of her building for a reception. We 
even agreed a menu for those attending.  
 Dublin City Council announced that the plaque had 
been completed and would be mounted a short time 
before the ceremony. Richard Fallon agreed to address 
some remarks on the occasion and other speakers were 
nominated. 

WHAT COULD GO WRONG? 
So what could go wrong? Had we not covered all the 
contingencies, even bad weather wouldn’t stop us now. 
Of course Covid-19 came along and changed the course 
of everything for us and indeed for the whole world. 
It became a question of what could be achieved in the 
circumstances. We considered having the plaque mounted 
quietly and without ceremony but that couldn’t work 
because social distancing interfered with the fit out crew.  
 We had always considered having wreaths laid at 
Balgriffin Cemetery and Mountjoy Station as part of 
the overall tribute. At this stage the prevailing social 
distancing restrictions would have allowed this to take 
place and indeed suitable honours could also be rendered. 
 The passage of time dictated that some remedial work 
needed to be carried out on the headstone and surrounds. 
This was organised by the GSRMA in conjunction with 
Richard Fallon. Then the health restrictions were ramped 
up, which effectively meant that no formal ceremonies 
could take place at either place. 

Mass card provided by Marie O’Brien

A plaque is due to be erected by Dublin City Council on 
Dublin’s Arran Quay at the site of the former Royal Bank 
of Ireland, where Garda Fallon was fatally wounded. 



RESCUING THE MEMORY 
We were all operating remotely via Mick Lernihan and 
the staff at the GSRMA, Marina and Michelle, who were 
to prove their worth in gold. We tried hard to at least 
have some tribute made; it was unconscionable that the 
day would pass without mention or recognition.  
 Then on the evening of Friday 27 March, the 
situation changed markedly with the introduction of new 
restrictions until Sunday 12 April, which noted that it 
would no longer be advisable for people aged over 70 or 
those with health compromises to leave their own homes 
and that they should cocoon.  
 The movements of all others who were not in the 
‘essential worker’ status would be fully restricted except 
for short journeys of less than 2km or longer for vital 
provisions. In effect, from an organisational perspective 
we were greatly restricted in what we could do for Dick 
Fallon’s remembrance. 
 I exchanged many emails and phone calls with Frank 
Fitzpatrick and Mick Lernihan. I also had a contact with 
the memorial works providers who assured me that they 
would have the necessary works completed in time, 
provided the cemetery was still available to them. Also, it 
would no longer be possible to have an honour guard or 
music tribute at the graveside. 

POSITIVE RESPONSE 
It is quite amazing and humbling the degree to which 
one’s world shrinks to a very small area. However, Frank 
took on the job of getting a wreath for the grave and a 
bouquet of flowers for Mountjoy Station. 
 Kirwan’s funeral directors were more than helpful 
and provided a magnificent wreath. We speak about 
the ‘Garda Family’ and Teresa Fitzpatrick made up a 
wonderful bouquet for Mountjoy Station. I had been 
speaking with Richard Fallon and he was fully supportive.  
 The next and most important part was to arrange the 
delivery of the tributes to both places. I contacted Chief 
Supt Mark Curran, in charge of the Dublin North Division. 
Mark was more than happy to assist and contacted Supt 
Gerry Donnelly at Coolock Station and the ‘R’ District 
leader. 
 Gerry personally collected the wreath from Frank’s 
house and liaised with Richard Fallon as well. It was 
agreed that Gerry would attend at the cemetery at 11am 
on 3 April at the time and date of Garda Fallon’s murder 
50 years before. In the meantime Chief Supt Paddy 
McMenamin very kindly agreed to have the bouquet of 
flowers delivered to Mountjoy Station. 

‘LIGHTING THE LIGHT’ MOMENT 
Many contacts were made with our colleagues and 
families to look for support and to inform everyone of the 
emerging picture. An agreed press release was passed to 
all main news outlets and to individuals as well.  
 However, Covid-19 was submerging all other 

commentary or 
so it would seem. 
After discussions 
it was decided 
that a ‘Lighting 
the Light’ moment 
should be marked 
at 11 am on Friday 
3 April. It seemed 
that the very least 
we could do was 
to take a moment 
of reflection in 
our homes to 
remember our 
fallen colleague. 
The bugle call 
of the ‘Last 
Post’ evocatively 
encapsulates 
the emotions 
we feel when 
remembering 
fallen colleagues, 
but unfortunately 
this also was 
not going to be 
possible.  
 I had a DVD of 
a remembrance 
service, which was 
held in memory 
of Garda Hugh 
Ward who had 
been shot on 
14 November 
1926. The service 
was held at his 
graveside in Nobber, Co. Meath on 28 June 2014, where 
his grave and surrounds had been refurbished. Michael 
Finnegan had sent me that DVD and it had a poignant 
rendering of the ‘Last Post’ played by a Garda bugler.  
 I copied that audio and added some words of tribute. 
Mick Lernihan circulated it to our members. It seemed 
very fitting and appropriate that the Garda bugler’s 
tribute for another fallen colleague should be also used in 
the memory of Garda Richard Fallon. 

FIFTY YEARS LATER  
We lit a candle in our house just like many others and 
played the tribute to Garda Richard Fallon [9936] while 
Supt Gerry Donnelly laid a wreath on his grave. And his 
son Richard was present with Chief Supt Mark Curran. 
Our good-serving colleagues in Mountjoy Station were 
paying their own tribute at this same time. Dick will never 
grow old in our memories.  

GARDA RICHARD FALLON
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A press clipping of the Garda appeal 
on their inquiries into the shooting of 
Garda Fallon on Friday 3 April 1970. 
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TRIBUTES PAID TO A 
FALLEN COMRADE 

The 50th Anniversary of the death of Garda Richard (Dick) Fallon was marked at 11am on 3 April 
2020 across Ireland and indeed further afield by GSRMA colleagues and the policing fraternity. A 
number of personal messages and images, sent to GSRMA House on the day, provides a snapshot 
of the huge impact which Dick’s death has had both at home and abroad, writes Mick Lernihan, 
GSRMA General Secretary.

The GSRMA was to the fore in remembering our 
colleague, Garda Dick Fallon, who was murdered on 3 

April 1970 at Arran Quay in Dublin.  
 Whilst we could not pay our respects in person on the 
50th Anniversary of his death at Arran Quay nor Balgriffin 
Cemetery, due to the dreaded coronavirus, many of our 
GSRMA members, together with the Fallon Family and 
our serving colleagues in An Garda Síochána, personally 
marked the 50th Anniversary to the day, date and time of 
Dick’s supreme sacrifice to the State. 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílís.  

Joseph P. Johnson, Retired Police Officer with the 
NYPD  - “In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost Dear Heavenly Father, we bow before 
you today and grieve the loss of Garda Richard Fallon who 
was murdered 50 years ago on this day in the line of duty. 
Richard gave his life while protecting our lives, our homes 
and our communities. ‘Greater love has no one than he 
lay down one’s life for his fellow man.’ 
 This TRUE Irish Hero answered the call to a difficult and 
dangerous task and had shown his love and commitment 
in the finest tradition of An Garda Síochána for us and for 

this we are eternally grateful. In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.”

Barry E. Eck, Retired Police Officer from New Jersey, 
USA  – “To my Irish brothers, sometimes things happen 
for reasons we sometimes will never know. I am a retired 
police officer from New Jersey, USA, having spent 30 
years doing what we do best – serving and protecting our 
neighbours. While our communities are miles apart, we 
are all part of one big community, the community we call 
humanity. I may never know why, but as I scrolled through 
my LinkedIn page, I saw the article. Today 3 April is my 
mother’s birthday; she also passed away on 3 April 2003. 
Yes, her birthday.   
 As strange as it may sound it was also my mother and 
father’s anniversary. So, as you can see April 3rd has a very 
special meaning in my heart and soul. She was English 
and very proud that I, her only son became a police 
officer. While I had never heard of Richard before, I know 
we are all brothers, in a war together to save our planet 
and that Richard is somewhere above cheering us on. 
That is why this moment in time is so strange.  
 You asked that at 11am on 3 April we pause for a 
moment to remember Richard and all our fallen brothers. 

Billy Byrne Denis Sweeney
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Well, I write this letter at exactly 
11:27am on 3 April. The thing I 
spoke of before, sometimes never 
knowing why things happen... I 
didn’t plan to open my LinkedIn 
account this morning, but I did and 
as I began to read your article about 
Richard I looked down at my clock...it 
was exactly 11am 3 April. God bless 
and may we all come through this 
together.”
K. Barrett, GSRMA member – 
“I am sending a quick email to 

acknowledge the thought behind the 
marking of Garda Fallon’s anniversary. 
It is a beautiful and meaningful idea 
in this unprecedented time that will 
connect people. God bless and keep 
safe.” 

Pat Joe McCarthy, GSRMA 
member  – “A friend of mine 
outside the State spoke to me 
about the audio tribute, which he 
considered to be the best he came 
across in communication. It arose 
out of necessity but it could be 
adopted to cover other such events 
of remembering fallen comrades. 
He said it gripped one’s undivided 
attention, oral length and music 
perfect. It gave the likes of him a 
chance to participate in his own 
home. Some of us in the GSRMA 
would be in a similar position. Well 
done to all concerned.” 

Fr Joe Kennedy, Garda Chaplin, 
Mount Argus – “I remember the day 
well. I was a young priest on duty in 
Mount Argus when the phone rang. I 
was asked to go to Santry where Dick 
lived and break this awful news to his 
wife Deirdre and his young family. I 
went over on my lambretta scooter 
wearing my Passionist habit and 

sandals and when I arrived at the hall 
door, Deirdre opened the door and 
she looked at me in shock because 
of my attire. And she asked me 
three questions in quick succession: 
“What’s wrong? Is it Dick?  Is he 
dead?”  God rest his brave and good 
soul.” 

Billy Saunderson Colm Dardis Eamon Dolan

Joseph O’Flaherty

Matt Givens

Liam Ryan

John Beirne

Mountjoy Garda Station Memorial 

Michael Burke

Marcus Mullingan
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KEEPING SAFE 
DURING THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
As scientists and researchers worldwide 
continue testing for a vaccine to combat 
Covid-19, Pat Lehane, Kerry South Branch, 
claims it’s vital to adhere to the current 
restrictions in place. And in looking back 
over similar pandemics and adversities 
faced and overcome by people in Ireland 
in the past, he says this can be done again 
to beat the coronavirus. 

We all have from time to time heard the saying “You 
never know what is around the next turn.” My late 

father also had a saying – “When you put your boots on 
in the morning, you never know who is going to take 
them off”.  
 Both of these are of sound logic and a yardstick to 
the path of life for everybody. Up to December 2019, life 
for most people in Ireland and indeed the world were 
experiencing a reasonable life style. Then, through the 
media, we heard of an outbreak of coronavirus in Wuhan 
province of China.  
 Most people paid little or no heed regarding it as 
something similar to the common flu. Then, in early 
February 2020, it had crept into northern Italy, and the 
numbers who became infected increased at an alarming 
rate. Very shortly afterwards ‘the monster’ arrived on our 
shores and as the old shean-fhocal goes “Gan luibh na 
leighea air - without a cure or a herb”.  
 The Government, through the HSE, having recognised 
the enormity of the problem – with no vaccines or 
antidotes – immediately set up a committee to deal with 
this serious situation. The findings of this group are now 
in the public domain.  
 During the second week of March these were further 
enhanced by restricting the movement of people to 

within two kilometres of their homes, while the over-70 
age groups and other vulnerable persons were advised to 
cocoon in their homes.  

COMPLIANCE WITH THE RESTRICTIONS 
A sizeable number of GSRMA members come within this 
bracket. I personally could find many better things to 
attend to, but in the interest of our own health, it is vital 
that we comply with the regulations. It is very clear from 
the statistics that the chances of survival by the vulnerable 
appear a little on the scary side.  

       Social distancing was also 
prescribed during the Spanish Flu of 
1918/20 and seemed to be making 
progress, but people lost patience and 
ceased to conform, resulting in an 
explosion of the pandemic. It is well 
worth noting that 500 million people 
were infected, with 50 million deaths 
worldwide. When somebody starts to 
experience a little cabin fever it is wise 
to consider those figures.  
       Perhaps it is also worth 
mentioning that in 1347 the Bubonic 
Plague was brought to the Port of 
Messina in Italy from Asia and over the 
following five years it caused 20 million 
deaths in Europe. These incidents are 
all well worth considering at this time.  
       I have a clear recollection of 1955 

In the interests of our own health, it is vital that we comply with the 
regulations. 
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– known as the year of the polio. The outbreak was most 
serious in the Munster area, particularly in Cork. In June 
of that year schools closed, Masses were suspended, 
fairs and markets halted. People were prohibited 
from gathering in groups – very similar to the present 
restrictions. These lasted until November 1955. 
 Very few deaths resulted from polio, but the victims 
suffered various physical deformities, which were with 
some success treated at the polio and aftercare clinics. 
During that time I attended a removal from a neighbour’s 
house where the family stood outside the kitchen door 
and were sympathised by callers who walked along the 
footpath in a line. 
 They then walked on and as they passed the stall a 
hand appeared, from an opened window, offering them 
a bottle of stout. It being a fine evening they sat in a field 
to await the removal. 
 I also experienced the ‘Asian Flu’ in December 1957. 
I was a boarder at the Carmelite College in Castlemartyr, 
Co. Cork. The whole school succumbed. It had a short 
duration of about a week thanks to the availability of 
penicillin. A number of people died countrywide from the 
‘Asian Flu’ 

SHARE YOUR OWN STORIES  
Our GSRMA members are in a better position than most 
to weather the storm on account of their vast experiences 
while serving. Now would be a very good time to put 
pencil to paper and write an account of funny or unusual 
incidents that have taken place. This would also be an 
excellent exercise to stimulate the brain as well and 
making good reading in ‘Síocháin’.  
 In 1967, when times in An Garda Síochána were to say 
the least hard, our members very effectively policed the 
border when there was a pandemic of Foot and Mouth 
Disease in England, which resulted in millions of cattle 
and sheep slaughtered.  
 Similarly, in 2001 a further outbreak of this disease 
took place in England and Northern Ireland with six 
million cattle slaughtered. And again our members did us 
proud. I am aware of very interesting stories and incidents 
that arose during these tours and now is a good time as 
any to record them.  
 Due to the nature of our work members have a whole 
network of colleagues around the country. Now there 
is plenty time on our hands to take up the phone and 
renew old acquaintances. 
 I am aware that many members have hobbies and in 
times such as we now live in it would be good to take on 
some other avenue of pastime. 

MEMBERS ON THE FRONTLINE 
We should now spare a thought and keep in mind the 
serving members of the force who are now out there on 
the frontline. Every day they go on duty they are openly 

exposed to the virus, either accidentally or intentionally, 
from people whom they come into contact with. We 
are aware that some have succumbed to the virus and 
we wish them a speedy recovery. Their families are also 
severely stressed at this time.  
 It is very refreshing to see on TV our Community Garda 
going out and visiting elderly people who live alone, 
bringing them groceries and obtaining medicine from 
pharmacy stores. This is the first time that the force has 
had to perform such duties relative to a pandemic of this 
magnitude – we congratulate them on a job well done 
and hope that they and their families will stay safe.  
 The only other serious pandemic in the past was the 
Famine in the mid-1800s. The RIC were then the Police 
Force, but no mention has been made in relation to them, 
except a few adverse ones in relation to evictions. 
 This pandemic is now on our shores. How long it will 
persist – we don’t know. Medical science is now at its wits 
end to formulate a vaccine and antidote. 
 We may have to wait for up to a year, which seems 
like a long time. If this is the case it is vital to adhere to 
the restrictions. We recently witnessed on TV the mass 
burial of COVID-19 victims in New York, which brings 
back memories of The Famine. We do not want to see a 
similar situation.  
 We can do this together. When the going gets tough, 
pick up the phone and have a chat with somebody. Get 
into a daily routine. If we stick together and communicate 
via phone, text or e-mail we will all come through it. Do 
not remain silent. We have overcome adversity in the past 
and will do it again. 

We witnessed on TV the mass burial of COVID-19 victims 
in New York, which brings back memories of The Famine. 



That drizzly 1950 November morning, as 18-year-
old Bernard King tended the road-making Marshall 

Compound Steam Engine outside the village of Ballyvary 
in his native Mayo, his concentration was on full trottle.  
 His duties were to ensure the engine and bearings 
were sufficiently oiled and lubed to ensure a constant 
150 pounds steam pressure. 
 In his youthful exhuberance, the road machine 
resembled a great monster, exciting to behold and utterly 
operational as it huffed, puffed, shudderred and almost 
intoxicated him in its steamy cowl. 
 Such was his concentration that the oncoming crunch 
of footsteps on the newly-laid road surface was mislaid, 
until the uniformed Garda John McComb strode into the 
clearing. 
 A native of Leitrim, he had become a Garda in 1928. 

He had words for Bernard. ‘I’ve been watching and I like 
the cut of you. In a year or two we’ll need thousands of 
new Gardaí and you’d be suitable’. Bernard told him that 
he had left school at 14 and he didn’t think he’d have 
sufficient education to pass the Garda exam. 
 A while later Garda John was back with details of 
Kilroy’s Correspondence Course in Dublin and Bernard’s 
abiding memory was the unmistakeable blas and 
reverence as the term An Garda Síochána rolled off John’s 
tongue. 

REPORTING TO GARDA HQ  
In July 1953, the Civil Service Commission called an 
examination for appointment to An Garda Síochána. 
Bernard recalled to me that he sat the exam in Galway 
and in September, he completed a medical and interview 
in the Garda Depot. In October, the ‘if you are desirous’ 
letter arrived for him to report to Garda Headquarters on 
11 November 1953. 
 As the Depot-bound bus crossed the Shannon, 
he noticed a young man with an upturned thumb on 
the roadside. He had a haircut similar to his own and 
discovered they were on the same mission.  
 His name was Tim Fallon from Moneen Cross outside 
Lanesboro, Co. Longford. He had a brother named Dick 
in the DMA and he had booked him into the Cora Hotel 
on Parkgate Street. They remained together and the 
following morning both presented at the Garda Depot. 
 That was a big intake with 26 Mayomen headed 
only by Kerry’s 42, with the bronze medal going to 22 
Claremen! On the first evening, Bernard noticed “a pink 
slip pinned on the headbord of my bed; R Garda B.M. 
King Reg No. 10427”. 

KILL O’GRANGE STATION DUTIES 
On 9 April 1954, with fellow recruit, Donegal’s Eugene 
Doddy, Bernard  was allocated to South Dublin’s Kill 
O’Grange Station. Garda Tom O’Keeffe [7614] was 
the Station Beat man. In a stern commanding voice he 
demanded who was the senior man. Bernard replied, and 
Garda O’Keefe snorted to “come to attention” when 

BERNARD KING - AN 
APPRECIATION OF 
THIS MAYO GARDA 
Retired Chief Supt Bernard King 
from Mayo, who sadly passed 
away on 1 April following a short 
illness having contracted Covid-19, 
had shared many memories 
of his life in the Force during 
conversations with Tim Doyle, 
Dublin North, including the tragic 
news he relayed to the Fallon 
homestead following the death of 
their heroic son Garda Dick Fallon 
in 1970. 

BERNARD KING  

52  Síocháin 



BERNARD KING  

Síocháin   53

addressing him. He directed him 
to parade for duty at 6am the next 
morning.  
 Fifteen minutes before the 
designated time, he was shaved, 
polished, uniformed and waiting 
in the kitchen. The big hand of the 
wall clock wiped its face five times 
when suddenly the station erupted. 
This was followed by the scrape of 
heavily-tipped footwear charging 
in his direction. It was Garda P. J 
McDermott [10226] who had the 
sum total of one years’ service. Now, 
with flaring gills, he shouted  ‘Your 
late for duty on your first day!’ 
 In the public office, Sgt Dan 
Slattery [5908] was hunched over a 
huge book. Without raising his head 
he shouted ‘Tell Off’. Immediately, 
P.J. slammed to attention and rattled 
off his name and rank, and at the 
same time gave Bernard a ‘wind 
jammer’ of an elbow to do likewise. 

They were allocated to Beat One. 
 At the extremity of the patrol, 
they noticed a single car parked 
and unattended. Sgt Dan appeared. 
Ignoring Bernard, he directed P.J. 
to account for the parked car; who 
owned it, was it taxed and what was 
it doing on the side of the public 
road? When he wheeled away, P.J. 
turned on Bernard and said “You’ve 
upset the SS and we’ll all be paying 
for it.” 
 Later the station party ganged up 
with Charley Kearney [9028], with 
first-time joiner Joe Kinihan [3714] 
leading the charge. The latter had 
a crawful...“As senior man of this 
station, I want to remind you that if 
you think you... and your shiny new 
uniform... and your head full of new 
laws.. are goin’ to be tellin’ us how 
to do the job, you can think again”. 
Bernard responded that he had no 
such intention, to which he replied: 
“Good, then do as we do.” 

TEMPORARY MOVE TO LONDON 
During the mid 1950s Bernard met 
the girl with whom he wanted to 
share his life. “One day, our station 
milkman Pat Turner from TEK Dairy 
asked me to ring head office. I did 
and not only spoke to Miss Marjorie 
Egan, but also made a blind date 
with her.” Bernard discovered that 
her father, Paddy Egan, came from 
Portroe, Nenagh and was a member 
with registration number 7646 and 
was on De Valera’s private armed 
protection team. 
 Marjorie and Bernard did a line 
until 1957, when she went to work 
in London. He told me that he went 
with her as he was planning to leave 
the Gardaí as there was a lot of job 
dissension about pay.  
 The English ‘polis’ were better 
paid but he needed two years 
national service in the British Army 
before he would be considered. They 
got engaged and returned home. 
He studied for the Sergeant’s exam 
and in February 1959, passed it in 
the Archbishop O’Byrne Hall on 
Harrington Street. 
 “Marjorie and myself went 

As a new recruit, Bernard  M. King [10427B] was allocated to South Dublin’s 
Kill O’Grange Station on 9 April 1954. 

Looking back, I hope 
that I put my best 

foot forward
and always set out 

with the intention to 
make an

effort when dealing 
with and solving 

people’s and staff 
problems 

Retired Chief Supt 
Bernard M. King
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forward in one step as and from 12 August 1959. We 
bought a home nearby for £1,715. Our repayments were 
£9.11s.4p per month. My weekly pay was £8.13s.9p.” 

PROMOTION TO SERGEANT’S RANK 
In August 1961, Bernard  presented for promotion to 
the rank of Sergeant and was successful. His transfer to 
Dun Laoghaire coincided wth the opening of RTÉ on New 
Year’s Eve, 1961. 
 In September 1964 he replaced John Stack in the 
Motor Cycle Traffic Department, Dublin Castle. “I had 
a fine body of men with me. Kerryman Gerry O’Connor 
was top notch; the fittest man in my crew and a 
brilliant personality, with a disarming  attitude to traffic, 
pedestrians and people in general. You could send him 
on any duty and he’d return armed with the same smiling 
face, without a bad thought, not to mind a word”. 
Bernard recalled to me a Sunday in early September 
when he signed Gerry out in the relevant column of the 
Allocation Book: “At 1pm Garda O’Connor paraded for 
duty and left clean and regular on motor cycle duty to 
escort Uactharán na hEireannn; Mr Erskine Childers to 
the All-Ireland finals at Croke Park.” 
 He also recalled watching in admiration as Gerry sat 
astride his gleaming 500cc Triumph before kick-starting 
the engine and riding out the archway. A half hour later, 
word flashed in that Gerry had been on the main road of 
the Pheonix Park when an old lady driving a Morris Minor 
car pulled actross his path. He was thrown over her car 
and was permanently disabled. 

PASSING ON TRAGIC NEWS 
He also told me that he’d never forgetten the morning 
of 3 April 1970 when he was off duty on a rest day and 
the phone rang. It was ‘the Doc’, Supt Eamon Doherty, 
“Whatta ya at?”, “I’m on  a rest day” “What’s that?” 
Bernard began to explain, but the Doc didn’t want to 
know. He had orders for him. 
 “Procure the best car available, pack it with whatever 
fuel it needs for a week’s driving. Get the best driver 
available and proceed to the Fallon homestead in 
Co. Roscommon. Their son Garda Dick has just been 
murdered in Dublin City. Stay with them as long as 
necessary, any questions?” – “One” – “Yes?” – “Why do 
I need a driver?”- ‘Do you know where to go?” – “Every 
pot hole and bump”. 
 Bernard arrived in Lanesboro and met Sgt O’Rourke 
who brought him to Moneen Cross and the Fallon 
homestead. Silence everywhere. Everyone in severe 
shock. So bad they couldn’t even cry, he recalls. Dick’s 
parents and his sister, a nun from Africa were present. 
 The father made all the arrangements and decreed 
that his wife should stay at home and mind the house. 
At Mount Argus, there was a huge queue. Commissioner 
Wymes stepped forward and Bernard made the 
introductions. 

 At 6am the next morning, he got a call from Dick’s 
sister, the nun. She said she never slept a wink thinking 
of her mother and wanted him to drive her to collect her 
mother for the funeral. On the journey, she directed him 
to pull in to a convent near the bridge of Athlone where 
they were treated to a magnificent meal. 

PROMOTION THROUGH THE RANKS 
In 1973, he was promoted Inspector. Bernard told me 
that he had been a blood donor since joining in 1953 and 
his blood group was AB positive, which was common to 
only five per cent of the population.  Whenever possibe 
he donated. He was also on emergency call out and on 
one occasion had to drive from holidays in Wexford to 
give blood to a expectant mother in Holles Street. 
 In March 1982 on promotion to Superintendent 
was transferred to Boyle, Co. Roscommon. Shortly after 
taking up duty, he met the newly appointed Minister 
for Justice; Sean Doherty. He made a request of Bernard 
which he couldn’t accede to and said he would consider 
it. Late that night, driving back to Dublin, he arrived  at a 
new stretch of roadway with a brilliant continuous white 
line shimmering down its centre. He had his answer – ‘at 
all times I must remain straight down the middle’. 
 On 11 November 1986, 33 years to the day after 
he first walked into the Garda Depot he was promoted 
to Chief Superintendent and transferred to Cavan/
Monaghan Division. He had control of 43 stations and 
almost 700 Gardaí.  
 For the 
1991 Special 
Olympics, the 
Torch run came 
from Northern 
Ireland through 
the Division. 
They held a 
fundraiser 
and used the 
network of 
Gardaí at every 
crossroads. A 
quarter of the 
total collection 
of IR£110,000 
came from that 
area. 

COMING 
DOWN THE 
ROAD 
Time moved 
so swiftly and 
11 September 
1992 was to 
be his last day 

Retired Chief Supt Bernard King (87) 
died at St Vincent’s Hospital in Dublin 
on 1 April following a short illness 
having contracted the coronavirus. 



as a member of An Garda Síochána. “Looking back, 
I hope that I put my best foot forward and always set 
out with the intention to make an effort when dealing 
with and solving people’s and staff problems.” 
 In retirement, he remained active; in his opinion a 
vital prerquisite 
for one’s mental 
and physical 
state. He had 
always cycled 
and with a group 
of friends raised 
much-needed 
funds for Renal 
Transplant Unit 
in Beaumont 
Hospital. In 
1993, Bernard 
cycled 600 miles 
in six days to 
raise funds for 
the Unit. 
 Between 
1998 and 2002, 
he beceme a full-
time carer for his 
beloved Marjorie 
who suffered 
from Alzeimers’ 
Disease. She 
passed away in 
2002. They were  
blessed with 
three children 
– Timothy, 
Catherine and 
Bryan. 
 Sometimes 
Bernard and I 
talked about 
what was 
coming down 
the road of our 
lives. Bernard’s 
response was 
immediate and 
perceptive – 
“The roads of my 
life have been 
good to me and 
I hope that those 
leading to the 
hereafter will be 

the same”. 
 Following a short illness, Bernard M. King [10427B] 
passed away on 1 April 2020 having picked up the 
coronavirus.  
Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílís. 
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His stories were actual, sensitively and carefully 
abridged accounts of his exploits and experiences as 

a young boy in Dublin during the 1916 uprising and were 
all based on his personal up-close and witnessed events.  
 My friendship with the story-teller began one day 
during my first week in Store Street, while I sauntered 
along a sunny and not-too-busy Upper Liffey Street. As I 
closed on the junction of Upper and Middle Abbey Street, 
I noticed a mature smallish man in the doorway of a shoe 
repair shop and he watching intently my every move.  
 While standing at the junction contemplating the 
direction I might take next, the man approached me and 
introduced himself. “Welcome,” he said. “My name is 
Miley Keogh; you’re new, aren’t you”?  
 Before I could respond to that warm and friendly 
greeting, he continued, “That’s my shop over there” he 
gestured with a nod in the direction of a small narrow 
shoe repair shop just back from where we were standing. 
“You are very welcome to call in anytime,” he added.  

DUBLIN CITY 
BOMBARDED BY 

BRITISH WARSHIP 
‘HELGA’ 

In 1966, shortly after his posting to 
Store St Station, Nick Cunningham, 
Meath Branch, had the privilege 
of meeting and befriending a very 
interesting man with an amazing 
talent for story-telling. One such 
story revolved around his childhood 
memories of the British warship 
‘Helga’ that had played a pivotal 
role in the bombing of Dublin 
during the Easter Rising. 

Miley had personally witnessed the shelling of Dublin 
by the British warship ‘Helga’ during the Easter Rising, 
when he was only 12 years old.



BRITISH WARSHIP 

Síocháin   57

MILEY THE COBBLER 
I introduced myself to Miley the cobbler, thus igniting our 
friendship. I thanked him for the greeting and invitation 
and we shook hands and parted company. I headed to 
O’Connell Street and Miley back to his workshop.  
 Over the following years, I became a regular visitor 
to Miley’s shoe repair shop, mostly while on duty in the 
area, but sometimes I would visit while off duty too. My 
on-duty visits were routinely, and usually, a quick chat and 
maybe a smoke as well.   
 Each time I entered his shop he would, without any 
delay, abandon what he was working on and immediately 
take up a sentry position at the door where he could see 
what was happening on the street. “Keeping an eye on 
your beat,” he would say. 

INTEGRAL PART OF HISTORY 
Every country in the world had at least one violent event 
in its history and Ireland was no exception. Sadly, we had 
far too many unhappy, mainly violent and sometimes 
savage episodes in our short history.  
 As most other countries accepted their turbulent past 
and moved on, we too accepted much of our distant 
history and moved on too. However, we continue to 
struggle with many of our most recent mindless and evil 
episodes and, for as long as the truth is told, that struggle 
will continue.  
 That is not to say that we should forget any of it, 
certainly not! Those episodes as they happened, became 
integral parts of our history and must never ever be 
forgotten, even the unwelcome and difficult to embrace 
or understand bits.  
 Miley lived through and he witnessed some of the 
1916 turbulent episodes and his memory of that “crazy 
time” (his words) remained very clear. He liked to share 
those stories and he did, with whoever was interested in 
hearing them and I certainly was.  
 During all that turmoil it didn’t dawn on the very 
young Miley, the purpose and significance of the 
persistent large military action going on all around him 

between Irish men and women and the British army! 
That it would, in time, result in the British handing over 
26 counties to an Irish government never dawned on him 
and just didn’t enter his psyche. 
 Anyway, his favourite tale and mine too was the telling 
of his personal witnessing of the shelling of Dublin by the 
British warship ‘Helga’ when he was only 12 years old. 

IT’S HOW THE STORY IS TOLD 
Not everyone remembers and recalls exactly, events they 
witnessed; and when each tell their different versions 
of the same event, others assume that someone is not 
telling the truth; but they are telling what they saw; their 
truth.  
 Sometimes it is simply a matter of how the story is 
told. Then there are those who see something during 
an event that others didn’t notice and there are the 
witnesses who like to embellish their version with a little 
exaggeration, mainly to make their story a bit more 
interesting than it actually was. That is a well known and 
universally accepted deficit in all and in particular, historic 
stories as they are retold.  
 I never doubted Miley’s version of any of the stories he 
told me, even though they happened more than 60 years 
earlier. It’s in his telling that the story might be a shade 
different to other story tellers of the same event and I 
am only retelling what he told me. We all know too that 
things aren’t always black and white; there is also that 
horrible grey area. 
 As George Bernard Shaw once said, “The greatest 
problem with communication is the illusion that it has 
been accomplished.” 

DUBLIN UNDER FIRE  
The Rising began on Easter Monday 24 April 1916 
and on the Wednesday morning the British warship 
‘Helga’ steamed up the River Liffey and moored at 
Sir John Rogerson’s Quay close to and opposite the 
Custom House. From there without any delay or physical 
opposition, its guns at will, begin shelling Liberty Hall and 
unintentionally, many other places in the city.  
 In the afternoon, curiosity got the better of Miley 
and he and two of his friends decided to check out the 
warship that everyone was talking about. It was causing 
a lot of damage to Dublin and making a mighty racket in 
the process. 
 Without any consideration of the dangers inherent in 
being in the midst of an armed insurrection, Miley and his 
two friends “thoughtlessly” (his own word) made their 
way from North King St to the Custom House, crossing 
Capel Street Bridge and on to Wellington Quay.  
 On the way, they noticed large groups of soldiers and 
armoured cars at every junction. In the close background, 
they could hear the intermittent sharp crack of gunfire 
and in the distance, a more frequent but muffled firing.  

‘Helga’ was designed and built as a lightly-armed fishery 
protection and research vessel in Dublin in 1908, and 
was not intended to be used as a warship, but when 
needs must! 
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PREPARING FOR GPO ATTACK 
They happily watched in amusement, soldiers diving 
briskly for cover to the rhythm of the whistling bullets 
and no one paid the slightest attention to Miley and his 
friends, who remained upright at all times. 
 They found out later that the British soldiers were 
preparing to attack and lay siege on the GPO. The 
muffled distant gun-fire happened when a large force of 
fresh British army reinforcements landed at Dun Laoghaire 
Port, and when closing in on the city they were ambushed 
and held up at Mount Street Bridge.  
 From Wellington Quay, the three youngsters rambled 
along the Liffey walls as far as City Quay, close to where 
the ‘Helga’ was at anchor.  
 When they arrived in the area of City Quay, they were 
halted for the first time by British soldiers at an army 
checkpoint a short distance from the warship. It was 
manned by five soldiers including a Tipperary man.  
 They were so close to the 330-ton ‘Helga’ that they 
could clearly see the sailors on deck loading and firing 
the large guns, and they could see the ship recoiling 
aggressively, causing huge waves to crash violently 
against the opposite quay. The noise created by the firing 
was deafening, even with hands cupping their ears.  

DESTRUCTION OF LIBERTY HALL 
The ‘Helga’ was built and launched at the Liffey Dockyard 
in Dublin in 1908 as a lightly-armed fishery protection 
and research vessel. When designed and built, it was not 
intended that it be used as a warship, but when needs 
must! 
 To assist in dislodging the rebels from their HQ at 
Liberty Hall and other locations in the city, the British army 

requested the assistance of a warship. The ship would sail 
up the Liffey, drop anchor close to the Custom House and 
from there, turn its heavy guns on the rebel HQ of Liberty 
Hall, destroy the building and those who continued to 
occupy it and then turn their guns on other rebel targets 
in the city. 
 Since all British warships were engaged serving in 
other parts of the world during World War One, there 
were none available to send to Ireland. They did though 
have two cruisers anchored in Galway Bay but they were 
heavily engaged in shelling Irish volunteer positions in 
that city.  
 However, the British had a lightly-armed fishery 
protection vessel available in its armoury. ‘Helga’ was not 
a warship, but was suitable for conversion, and it could 
travel at 15knots and, conveniently, was stationed in 
Ireland!  
 Over a day and a half, it was converted from fishery 
protection to a warship. Its original 12 pounder naval gun 
on the front high deck and its three pounder ‘pom pom’ 
naval gun on the rear high deck were removed from the 
47m long steam yacht/cruiser and replaced with heavier 
18 pounder artillery guns. (Artillery guns are designed for 
use on land by the army and certainly not suitable for use 
on naval vessels, but they were all that was available). 
 It was also given a fresh coat of paint and just before 
8am on Wednesday 26 April the new war ship, as 
planned, finally steamed up the Liffey and into position 
opposite the Custom House. From there, the newly-
constituted ‘Helga’ began firing on Liberty Hall. The 
navy didn’t realise though that the rebels had vacated 
the building the day before and the caretaker safely 
abandoned the hall as soon as the firing began.

Liberty Hall lay in ruins after the Easter Rising in 1916. 
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INACCURATE SHELLING 
From their unexpected comfortable vantage point, 
Miley and his friends watched in amazement as the 
sailors carefully pushed shells into the muzzle of their 
guns. With frightening thunderous noise, like a piercing 
clap of thunder, the sailors fired their shells followed 
immediately by a curtain of flame and smoke.  
 As the ship vibrated violently in the water, the young 
Dubliners could see then, why the ship was anchored 
close to the middle of the Liffey and not tight against 
the quay wall as was usual with shipping on the 
Liffey. Accuracy was unlikely, shells were liable to land 
anywhere and they did.  
 While some shells hit their main intended target, 
Liberty Hall, others missed by miles, landing as far off 

target as the North Circular Road and even the Phoenix 
Park. A number of shells landed dangerously close to 
the occupied Viceregal Lodge. (Aras an Uachtarain). 
Due to the likelihood of a stray shell hitting the Lodge, 
it was decided by the army commander that the ship’s 
Dublin rebellion intervention must end.  
 Miley and his friends also had to end their ‘Helga’ 
adventure, because they were frightened by the noise 
and the aggression of the ship’s action and anyway, it 
was getting dark and they needed to go home.   

FIRST STATE-OWNED SHIP 
While stationed on the Liffey, ‘Helga’ fired a total of 
40 shells; 24 were fired on Liberty Hall and 16 at other 
targets. During the War of Independence, the warship 
was used to ferry black and tans down the east coast 
because of damaged and impassable roads and to 
avoid ambush by Irish Independence fighters.  
 In late April 1918, while on patrol in the Irish 
Sea, ‘Helga’ depth-charged and destroyed a German 
submarine off the Isle of Man. Due to this action, the 
ship was awarded a star, which was carried on its 
funnel for the remainder of its time with the British 
navy. 
 On 10 October 1918, ‘Helga’ and its crew, while on 
patrol in the Irish Sea, rescued nearly 100 passengers 
from the torpedoed passenger ship ‘RMS Leinster’. 
Sadly, more than 500 passengers died in that incident. 
 In August 1923, the ship was purchased by the new 
Free State Government and renamed ‘Muirchu’ (Hound 
of the Sea) before being handed over to the Irish State, 
after the British removed its guns. ‘Helga’ was the 
first ship owned by the State and later, transferred to 
Ireland’s newly-formed Naval Service. 

SINKING OFF WEXFORD COAST 
In 1947, the ship was declared no longer serviceable 
and was decommissioned and sold to Hammond Lane 
Foundry in Dublin. On 8 May, while on the way to the 
dismantlers, she sank off the Wexford coast close to the 
Saltee Islands. The crew safely abandoned ship.  
 Sadly, ‘Helga’ (‘Muirchu’) remains in the deep where 
she went down and is now so badly damaged and 
unrecognisable as a ship that it must remain where it 
sank. The navy dived on the wreck a number of times 
and managed to salvage some small items including the 
ship’s brass bell, name plate and pennants.  
 All items salvaged by the navy are on loan to the 
National Museum at Collins Barracks. The wheel from 
the wheel house was salvaged by interested locals and 
remains on display in Kehoe’s bar in Kilmore Quay. 
 I transferred out of Store Street Station in the 
1970s and Miley remained a good friend to An Garda 
Síochána. 

During all that turmoil it 
didn’t dawn on the very 

young Miley, the purpose 
and significance of the 

persistent large military 
action going on all around 

him between Irish men 
and women and the British 

army! That it would, in 
time, result in the British 
handing over 26 counties 
to an Irish government 
never dawned on him 

and it just didn’t enter his 
psyche 
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AN EVENING THE 
GUARDS CAME 

CALLING 
In a picturesque setting, at the most northerly point of 

North Tipperary adjacent to Galway, the Portland and 
Grange Hills to the east of the River Shannon sweeping 
down into a valley, sits the village of Lorrha with the 
monastic ruins of St Ruadhan’s Abbey.   
 It was here in the middle of the 6th Century that 
St Ruadhan founded his monastery located beside a 
meandering river that flows through the lush grasslands 
into the ‘Friars Lock’. 
 In the 8th Century the Vikings arrived from their boats 
off the River Shannon nearby, attacked, pilfered and 
destroyed the monastery slaughtering many of the monks. 
The Monastic ruins are now a heritage site in the village 
attracting visitors from far and near.  
 In August of 1957, the mood in the parish was one 
of great jubilation and celebration.  The local juvenile 
team had just recently won the County Championship for 
the first time and included many young 14-15 year-old 
sons of resident families. They would repeat the feat the 
following year. However, the elation would be short-lived 
when shortly afterwards, the occurrence of a terrible deed 
affected the entire community.  

HARVESTING TIME 
The land in the region is fertile and ideal for all agricultural 
use with farming the main livelihood. In the last week 
of August of 1957, the weather was good and ideal for 
harvesting the corn.  
 The farmers in the area were busy from dawn to 
dusk cutting the corn with their tractors and binders 
and tractor-drawn combine harvesters.  However, the 
afternoon of that Thursday 29 August an incident 
occurred which would have a shocking effect on the 
inhabitants of the area. 
 On the large Stanley family farm-holding that 
overlooked the village, the Stanley brothers Arthur and 
Sidney were also busy out on their farm, harvesting the 
corn. They were an honest hard-working family and 
members of the local Church of Ireland community who 
were held in high esteem in the parish.  
 The brothers stopped for dinner and returned to the 
farmhouse where their mother had their meal prepared. 

A mother’s vicious and brutal murder 
at the hands of her son in a North 
Tipperary village in August 1957 
resulted in one of the largest police 
operations in the area, with Gardaí 
drafted in from Birr, Nenagh and 
Loughrea to assist local Gardaí in the 
murder man-hunt, recalls Dermot 
Corcoran, Naas Branch, who was a 
young boy growing up in Lorrha at the 
time. 

There were ongoing domestic quarrels and continuing 
rows between the brothers and their mother for some 
time.   
 Arthur formed the view that his mother was against 
him and was taking his brother’s side in the domestic 
dispute.  The row erupted again over dinner directly 
between Arthur and his mother, which would motivate 
him to commit a terrible deed. 

MURDER IN MIND 
After dinner, both brothers returned to continue with 
harvesting the corn and after a short period Arthur 
decided to return to the house with the excuse that bags 
for the grain were getting scarce and more bags were 
needed.   
 However, upon returning to the house Arthur had an 
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evil motive with the sole intention of killing his mother. 
He accosted his mother in the kitchen and armed with a 
hatchet he brutally murdered her.   
 After killing her he dragged her body out to the back 
door and attempted to remove her body from the scene 
in the family car, but was interrupted when he heard the 
brother returning to the house.  
 He fled on foot from the house, going on the run 
followed by the family sheep dog and allegedly taking a 
shotgun with him. What was to follow was the biggest 
murder man-hunt ever to occur in the area since the 
shooting of RIC Sgt Brady just outside the village in 1919. 

SEARCH FOR A MURDERER 
Following the murder, a large police operation was 
initiated with Gardaí drafted in from Birr, Nenagh and 
Loughrea to assist the local Gardaí in the village. They 
started to comb the large sprawling townlands with 
patrols on foot, bicycle and the few patrol cars available. 
Many of the Guards got lost and became isolated in the 
large expanse of terrain they were searching due to lack 
of local knowledge and communication.  
 The murder caused widespread fear and with an 
alleged dangerous murderer/lunatic on the loose, had a 
terrifying effect on people in the locality especially elderly 
people leaving alone. The report that the murderer had 
possession of a shotgun greatly added to their distress 
and terror. The panic caused a huge run to purchase extra 
bolts and locks to secure doors of houses and premises. 
 It was not long that every hardware store in the towns 
of Birr, Portumna and Borrisokane were sold out of stock.  
Checkpoints were set up at junctions in all remote country 
areas and all by-ways, lanes and boreens were searched.   

BUIDLINGS CHECKED IN AREA 
Vacant houses and out-buildings scattered throughout 
the locality were checked and re-checked. The sight of the 
large force of Guards added to the panic and it was the 
first time that many of locals, both 
young and old. had the experience 
of encountering a police operation of 
this kind.  
 In the early stages of the search 
and before the news had spread 
of the murder, there were many 
reported sightings of Arthur Stanley. 
He was encountered by one farmer in 
the Redwood area walking across his 
lands.  
 Both men met and had a friendly 
chat with Arthur explaining that he 
was searching for a couple of bullocks 
that had strayed off the farm. It was 
learned afterwards that he had only 
a stick and not possessing a shotgun, 
as was earlier rumoured.  

 He had got rid of the dog by drowning him in a tank 
as he felt the dog was a hindrance and might lead to his 
capture. Elderly people living alone in remote locations 
were terrified and many left their houses to live with 
relatives and neighbours. The search continued on the 
following day Friday and into Saturday with still no sign of 
the murderer or any news of his whereabouts. 

VISIT OF THE GUARDS  
The long-drawn-out search was now in its third day and 
the Guards were feeling the effects of weariness and 
exhaustion. Many were on duty for long periods and with 
lack of sleep and no provisions for meals, they had to rely 
on the local people for food. 
 It was about 7pm on that Saturday evening on 31 
August 1957 when four burly Guards stopped outside 
a farmhouse on the main Portumna/Birr Road about a 
mile and a half from Lorrha Village. One of the Guards 
got out of the black Ford Prefect box-type patrol car and 
approached the back door to the farmhouse and when 
the farmer’s wife observed the Garda patrol car, she 
became alarmed. 
 Her husband was out cutting corn for a neighbour and 
she was left alone with three young children in the house. 
She was busy in the kitchen getting the children ready for 
the routine Saturday evening shopping trip to Portumna 
Town. She had her baskets of fresh eggs and her neatly-
wrapped pounds of home-made butter all prepared and 
ready for sale to her many grocery-shop customers in the 
town. 
 She answered the knock and the Guard advised her 
of the reason of him calling and the predicament he and 
his colleagues endured. It followed that the Guard was 
from the Killimor Station in the Galway area and knew of 
the farmer’s wife who was from the same location. Quite 
simply he related that they were hungry, being out all day 
searching with nothing to eat, and was there any chance 
of a cup of tea and some food.  
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The Gardaí stopped by for a meal to Dermot Corcoran’s family homestead, 
located not far from Lorrha Village.
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IN THE SPIRIT OF ‘MEITHEAL’  
The farmer’s wife immediately had sympathy for the 
Guard and told him to bring in his three colleagues. 
She began to prepare a meal and set the large wooden 
kitchen table. As it happened, she had earlier that 
morning baked the brown bread and scones.  
 It was also customary for farmers in July or August 
to kill a pig and have plenty of meat in readiness for the 
trashing of the corn later in September or October when 
a large ‘meitheal’ of neighbouring farmers would attend 
to help out with the trashing.  
 These ‘meitheal’ of men would require plenty of 
nourishment as working with the ‘trashing mill’ for two 
or three days was hard work so it was essential to have 
the pig killed and plenty of meat available. 
 It happened that the farmer had recently a pig killed 
and all the bacon pork steaks were home-cured, salted 
and stored in a large wooden barrel in the dairy. The pig’s 
blood was also used to make homemade black pudding.  
 As the four hungry Guards sat themselves down, 
the pan was put on the large old black turf-fired range 
and pork steaks, slices of black pudding and eggs were 

cooked and 
dished out 
to them. The 
homemade 
brown bread 
was sliced and 
with plenty of 
homemade 
butter, 
gooseberry 
jam and tea 
with the fresh 
fruit scones to 
follow, they ate 
their fill. 
 It was the first 
time the three 
young boys 
would have had 
any personal 
contact with 

Guards. They were in awe with the uniform dress, shiny 
peak caps, whistles and batons in their holders hanging 
on their belts.  
 After their meal and before departing the Guards 
showered the boys with silver coins – florins, half-crowns 
and shilling pieces. The young lads would later, when 
shopping with their mother in town, have extra money to 
spend and plenty left for further outings.                                             

CAPTURE OF MOST ‘WANTED MAN’ 
It would be later on that Saturday evening on 31 August 
1957 that the most ‘Wanted Man’ in the parish would 
be captured.  Under the cover of darkness Arthur Stanley 

returned to the farmhouse. An ‘ambush police patrol’ 
had a trap set and as he sought refuge; the Guards 
surrounded the house and captured him without much 
resistance. 
 The hunt was over and the local inhabitants were now 
relieved that the murderer was eventually caught. Later 
charged with the murder of his mother, Emily Stanley 
(52), Arthur Stanley was found guilty, but insane, of her 
death and sentenced to life detention in Dundrum Mental 
Institution where he would remain until his death many 
years later. The extensive Stanley farmhouse and farm fell 
into desolation and was later to be sold. 

VICTORIOUS JUVENILE TEAM 
Three members of that victorious juvenile team of 1957 
and 1958 – brothers, Jim and Noel Lane and Bosco 
Gleeson – would later join the Gardaí. Jim was stationed 
in Dundalk and Noel (RIP) served in Ennistymon in Clare, 
while Bosco Gleeson completed his service in Portlaoise. 
 The farmer’s wife who supplied the meal to the four 
Guards passed away in December 2017 aged 98. Two 
of her sons, Dermot and Gerard, who were the children 
present in the house that evening, would also join the 
Gardaí and serve until their retirement.   
 A Garda stationed in Lorrha at the time – John 
Maloney – a Kilkenny native still resides there, aged now 
in his mid-80s. He was involved in the investigation of this 
crime.  
 John played senior hurling and was a member of the 
victorious Lorrha 1956 team that included the legendary 
Tipperary goalkeeper Tony Reddin.  A daughter of Tony 
Reddin also joined the Gardaí and was stationed in 
Dublin. 
 The local Garda station in the village, which once had 
a police presence of a Sergeant and three Guards, is now 
closed. The demise of rural communities is evident as 
Lorrha village at one time had five shops, a post office, 
two petrol stations and a cinema. These are all closed and 
are now just a distant memory. 

The farmer’s wife Lucy Corcoran 
(Dermot’s mother) who had supplied 
the meal to the four Guards, passed 
away in December 2017 aged 98. 

Now in his mid-80s, retired Garda John Maloney, who still 
resides in the village, is pictured with Dermot Corcoran. 

LOOK BACK

Síocháin   67

Telephone: (01) 408 5200
Appointments: (01) 408 5463/4

Web: www.coombe.ie

Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital
Ospidéal Ollscoille Ban agus Náionán an Chúim
Excellence in the care of Women and Babies
Foirfeacht i gCúran Ban agus Naíonán



THE ‘D-DAY’ THAT 
CHANGED THE WORLD 
Reflecting on the momentous day that signaled the ending of World War II, Peter Byrne 
relates the memories of his first cousin who was a US Army Ranger on the frontline. Having 
survived the war, Sgt Pearse Ryan carved out a long career in journalism and became the 
Vice-President of ABC Television in New York.

In military parlance, ‘D-Day’ is used all the time in 
operations. The ‘D’ stands for nothing more than ‘Day’ 

and is not the exclusive property of the Allied invasion of 
France in World War II. However, one significant feature 
of the term is that if is used for a possibly classified event, 
the ‘D’ is kept secret until disclosure is authorised. 
 However, that being said, 6 June 1944 is the ‘D-Day’ 

everybody knows, such was its momentous impact on the 
history of the world. It signaled the beginning of the end 
of World War II. ‘Operation Overlord’, to give the event its 
official military title, was the largest amphibious military 
landing in history. It comprised the deployment of 13,000 
aircraft, 5,000 ships and the landing of 160,000 Allied 
troops in Normandy in northwest France. 

A DATE TO REMEMBER
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US troops from the 16th Infantry Regiment, US 1st Infantry Division wade ashore to Omaha Beach on the Normandy 
coastline in northwest France on the morning of 6 June 1944 (Pic: Robert F. Sargent, Chief Photographer’s Mate). 



 

This massive bombardment by Allied aircraft and 
battleships was intended to destroy German defences, 
but such was the engineering quality of Hitler’s ‘Atlantic 
Wall’ and the use of ‘defence in depth’ strategies by the 
local German commander – the ‘Desert Fox’ himself: 
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel – much of the bombing 

and shelling was ineffective. This ground would have to 
be physically taken and held, and that is the role of the 
infantry soldier. 

THE FIRST BEACH LANDING 
Airborne troops numbering 24,000 kicked off events, 
landing by parachute and glider in the hours of darkness, 
and by 06.30hrs the first landing craft were hitting the 
beaches, disgorging their petrified payloads in a baptism 
of fire. 
 Attacking on a 50-mile front, the Allies targeted five 
beaches, codenamed Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and 
Sword on the Normandy coast. They were met with 
devastating resistance. The German Mauser General 
Purpose MG-42 machine guns firing at a rate of over 
1,000 rounds per minute cut the landing troops to pieces.  
 German artillery batteries, miles inland, also wreaked 
havoc on the Allies’ landing craft, many vessels never 
making it to shore. Those troops that did get to the 
beaches entered a ‘hell on earth’. I was not there, of 
course, so how could I know? As it turns out, I am closely 
related to someone who was there and he gave me a 
chilling first-hand account. 

COUSIN JOINS THE US FORCES 
My first cousin, Pearse Edmond Ryan, was born at 129 
Cork Street, Dublin in 1924. His parents immigrated to 
the United States the same year, his father was first to 
secure employment and a home, followed by Pearse and 
his mother, when he was less than six months old. 
 Pearse’s mother Peggy (my mother’s sister) had been 
deeply involved in our War of Independence, during 
which she worked as a courier around Dublin for Cumann 
na mBan and the IRA’s Intelligence Section.  
 Pearse’s father Sonny Ryan saw active service with the 
IRA as an Intelligence Officer in County Tipperary. Their 
first child was called after the 1916 leader, Patrick Pearse. 
The couple met when Sonny was dispatched to Dublin 
for an Intel briefing – the phones or post could not be 
trusted. 
 Twenty years after arriving in the US, Pearse Edmond 
Ryan, known to his Army comrades as ‘Ed’, because 
they couldn’t get their tongues around the name Pearse, 
was on a troopship in Southampton, England, awaiting 
transport across the Channel to France and to one of the 
most pivotal events in history.  

BUNKERS AT POINTE DU HOC 
He was a sergeant in the US Rangers, an elite fighting 
force, and they had been handed one of the toughest 
nuts to crack on Hitler’s Atlantic Wall – the cliff-top gun 
emplacements and bunkers at Pointe du Hoc, a headland 
between Utah and Omaha beaches, which dominated 
both landing grounds. 
 The Pointe du Hoc battery was considered by the 
Germans to be impregnable. It originally sited six 155mm 
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Images of Pointe du Hoc in Normandy, France in 
June 1944. 



howitzer artillery guns – formidable weapons capable of 
flinging a 42kg high explosive shell nearly 10 miles with 
remarkable accuracy. To protect the landings at Utah 
and Omaha beaches, these weapons would have to be 
captured or destroyed. 
 Pointe Du Hoc had been pummeled by the US Air 
Force and the RAF in the months preceding D-Day, but still 
the guns appeared to remain in position and undamaged. 
The Allies were unaware that the artillery pieces had been 
withdrawn following this bombardment in which one was 
damaged.  
 The Germans had stashed the weapons in hedging 
about a kilometer from their original position, where they 
were hidden from aerial reconnaissance but ready for 
rapid deployment if required.  
 The real weapons were replaced by telegraph pole 
dummies leaving the Pointe Du Hoc position looking as 
lethal as ever - from the air. The Allies unaware, Pointe Du 
Hoc remained a priority “must be neutralized” target in 
their battle plans. 
 The casemates - reinforced concrete shelters that had 
housed the artillery weapons - were now ‘armed’ with 
their inert telegraph pole mock-ups but also with deadly 
and very far from inert, German MG-42 machine gun 

teams. From my notes, I will let Pearse take it from here… 

RECOLLECTIONS FROM THE FRONTLINE 
“We were in the second wave. We had been delayed 
on the way from the troopship to the beach due to an 
adverse current or navigation error or whatever. That 
delay might actually have saved some of us! 
 As soon as we hit the water the guy beside me had 
his head blown off. I mean it! It was surreal. There was 
no time to be shocked, sad, or even to think! If you did 
so, you would surely panic. You just ignored the carnage 
around you and squeezing off the odd random shot from 
my M1 rifle I just prayed that I would not bring attention 
to myself and with it, the German machine gunner’s aim. 
 The automatic fire from above churned the sand 
around us. I am sorry to say that a small group of us 
dived to take cover behind the heaped bodies of some 
comrades from the first wave who had fallen victim to 
the accurate MG-42 fire. I heard the sickening thud, thud, 
thud as rounds from the deadly Mauser found their mark 
in the lifeless bodies again and again and again, but we 
were safe!  
 Then there was a lull when the German machine-
gunner needed to change ammo belts and we were 
away. A mad sprint to the bottom of the cliff and there, 
safe from view and from fire, we began to assess the 
utter havoc we were part of. Some guys threw up! 
 This respite didn’t last. Galvanising the remaining 
assets at hand and assembling those of us still ‘fit to 
fight’, our officers ordered the ascent of the cliffs. We 
fired up rockets propelling ropes and grappling hooks but 
the soaking of the ropes in the seawater left them heavier 
than expected and some did not reach their target.100-
foot ladders were also deployed and soon I was heading 
up one of those. I was told later that the long ladders had 
been supplied by the London Fire Brigade. 
 With the crescendo of the MG-42’s barking overhead 
I fully expected this to be my last day on earth and I 
whispered an abridged ‘Act of Contrition’ to myself as I 
climbed the ladder. 
 Just as I reached the top, another lull, silence - as the 
machine-gunner and his assistant again changed belts to 
reload. Peeking over the top I saw one of my comrades, 
already topside, approach the casemate with a ’satchel 
bomb’. This is a small rucksack stuffed with RDX high 
explosive, he had ignited the pull-switch fuse, the bomb 
was ‘smokin’. 
 I thought, being killed 30 seconds later won’t make 
any difference so why don’t I hang on to the ladder 
just below the cliff top and see how my buddy gets on! 
KAABOOM! He had lobbed that ‘smoker’ right into the 
loophole of the casemate, sending the MG-42 crew to 
kingdom come! 
 The destruction of the main obstacle in our path 
injected a new energy into us Rangers as we piled up 
on to the headland. I needn’t tell you, we let rip! Myself 
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Pictured in September 1945, Sgt Pearse Ryan with his 
grandfather Johnny Benton, 129 Cork Street, Dublin who 
is also grandfather of the author, Pat Byrne and Dessie 
Benton. 
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Erwin Rommel nicknamed the ‘Desert Fox’ was regarded as one of Germany’s most popular generals during World War 
II. (Source: Library of Congress, Washington, DC) 

and a buddy went round the back of a concrete bunker 
and found the steel door open. We had three grenades 
between us. I held the door and tossed in my grenade 
while he followed on with his two. I slammed the door 
hearing cries inside of Achtung, Achtung, Achtung which 
were answered by the grenades going Boom, Boom, 
Boom, and the position was ours.”

ABC TELEVISION CAREER 
Pearse’s unit lost almost half of their men in the action. 
They were gallantly led by a Texas farmer, Lt. Col. James 
Earl Rudder who was himself twice wounded in the 
action. 
 ‘Rudders Rangers’ quickly found and destroyed the 
155 mm Howitzers nearby, but had to hold out for two 
days against relentless German counter-attacks until 
they were finally reinforced on 8 June and the Germans 
withdrew. 
 Pearse told me those two days holding out were a 
blur to him: no sleep, no communication, no food and 
perilously low on ammunition, but they had “cracked 
that nut”. Three weeks later, Pearse was wounded in the 
‘Battle of the Hedgerows’ as the Allies fought their way 
inland. He was back-loaded to England for treatment and 

recuperation and then dispatched to the frontline again. 
 Surviving the war, he availed of a Military Service 
Scholarship to the Sorbonne University in Paris and 
following graduation he went into journalism and finished 
his career as Vice-President of ABC Television in New York.  
 I first visited Pearse at his ABC Television office on 
6th Avenue in Manhattan, New York, in 1972 and I was 
captivated by his life’s story. Each time we met since, 
perhaps recognising the soldier in me, he would refer to 
his war service. It had a profound but positive effect on 
him. I took notes and I am glad I did. Pearse passed away 
in Connecticut in 2006 aged 82. 
 Undoubtedly, I have only scratched the surface of 
the many fascinating things this Cork Street boy did 
throughout his life. None can top his life-changing 
experiences at Pointe Du Hoc, Normandy, France, on 
D-Day – Tuesday 6 June 1944 - a Date to Remember. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Peter Byrne is former Head of 
Security at Aer Lingus and is a brother of Pat Byrne, 
former Chief Bureau Officer, CAB and first cousin 
of Dessie Benton, formerly of the Garda Technical 
Bureau. 
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GARDA COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS
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The 1970s were particularly violent years in the North. 
South of the Border since the early 1970s crime and 

assaults on Gardaí were steadily increasing as organised 
crime and drug abuse took a foothold in major cities.
 The idea of a Garda Computer Section manned by 
Gardaí has been credited to the ‘Three Wise Men’ – 
Thomas J. O’Reilly, P.J. Moran, and Patrick Culligan with the 
support of Deputy Commissioner Eamon Doherty. These 
were forward thinking and highly educated officers with a 
strategic vision of a Garda computer being at the forefront 
of policing.
 In 1981, candidates were sought for systems 
programmer positions at the new Garda Computer Section, 
in addition to operator, data control clerk and systems 
analyst roles. Interviews took place on 7-9 July 1981 at 
Garda Headquarters and were a welcome relief for the 
candidates.
 All concerned would have experienced the long weekend 
shifts around Dublin City during the height of the Hunger 
Strike Crisis. Attending an IT interview was much more 
preferable to being driven in Black Marias donning riot 
shields and helmets to flashpoints around the city.
 Successful interview candidates then took a computer 
aptitude test at the same level as given to executive officers 
in the Civil Service for similar roles. One of the Garda 
candidates scored the highest rating ever for the test since it 
was initiated in the public service in the mid-1970s.
 After the interviews and test, three candidates were 
selected while two other recruit Gardaí were put on a 
waiting list until their probation was completed. These 
would be An Garda Síochána’s first five MVS (Multiple 

Virtual Storage) Systems Programmers.

MVS SYSTEMS PROGRAMMERS
By contrast with hardware engineers, the specialists who 
installed, configured and maintained computer systems 
software were called systems programmers. In the IBM 
Mainframe world, they were called MVS (Multiple Virtual 
Storage) systems programmers, as they worked on MVS 
Operating Systems.
 MVS means that a number of concurrent processes or 
transactions could use the main memory of the computer 
as if they owned it entirely. Imagine juggling eight balls with 
two hands, each ball touches the hand(s), and then control 
of the hand is passed to the next etc. Similar to this, the 
computer’s main memory is ‘virtualised’ and shared by a 
number of processes transferring control.

ARRIVAL OF THE COMPUTER
The interior of the old Victorian Block at the Parkgate end of 
the Depot was thoroughly renovated on two levels to house 
the new 4341 mainframe computer. By coincidence the 
computer arrived during the big snow of early 1982, making 
it more difficult to install everything clean and slush free at 
the new installation.
 Once the operating system was set up, the Garda 
Computer Application files for National Vehicle Registration, 
the Dublin Criminal Register and Firearms were loaded and 
set up for daily batch updates. By mid-1982 the system was 
all in place.
 Many big private enterprises, which ran the same 370 
MVS operating systems on different and larger computers 
throughout Dublin, included Aer Lingus, AIB, Bank of 

EARLY DAYS OF 
GARDA COMPUTER 

PROGRAMMERS
By the end of the 1970s An Garda Síochána 
had a small computer network consisting of 
single IBM 3270 terminals to run transactions for 
national vehicle registration enquires on stolen/
suspect cars and the Dublin Criminal Register. 
Colm O’Callaghan, Monaghan Branch, tells the 
story of the first five Garda Systems Programmers 
who joined the new Garda Computer Section in 
1981.
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Ireland, Bord Telecom, Hibernian Insurance, ESB, Irish Life, 
Irish Permanent and CDPS.
 The Gardaí now joined this established group of 
computer users at the many seminars throughout the city, 
where the Garda Systems Programmers could collaborate 
with their colleagues in other institutions.
 When the three Gardaí first joined, there were 
suggestions that they could all attain accelerated promotion 
up to Inspector rank. Indeed other ‘MVS companies’ looked 
after their own systems programmers, whilst the staff of 
financial institutions enjoyed subsidised canteen, social clubs, 
shared options, cheaper house insurance and subsidised 
mortgages. These people would easily have double the 
reward package of a Garda Systems Programmer.
 In An Garda Síochána, all Garda promotions to rank of 
Sergeant and Inspector had to go through the standard 
examination and interview route. External candidates 
could be promoted from outside stations to positions in 
the Computer Section. So, for all intents and purposes, the 
Computer Section was treated as a Garda Station like any 
other.
 What Gardaí wouldn’t have been aware of was how 
hard these private sector systems programmers worked. 
Exacting deadlines, maintaining service levels, short notice 
changes driven by business factors and swingeing blame 
cultures.
 By contrast the Garda roles were less stressful, secure and 
interesting. There was also the close connection to uniform 
ranks as Computer Section Gardaí could be called out on 
police duties when required.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
As mentioned, an MVS Systems Programmer required a 
great knowledge of computer systems. In order to obtain 
the requisite training the Garda Systems Programmers had 
to attend expensive specialised one-week IBM courses at 
Sudbury, outside London.
 The courses themselves were a great education bonus 
and it got you out of the office, let you meet new people 
and experience London at night. Because Gardaí received 
expenses, the money could be used wisely to finance a great 
week away. A B&B in Harrow only cost £7 a night and entry 
to a First Division football game about £2.50, so with over 

£20 daily expenses, you could go to a game or a show every 
night and have a good meal out too.
 When the Gardaí travelled to the UK, they always 
travelled first class for contingency reasons. One day when I 
was about 22, I was coming back from London on a Friday 
and took my place on the plane in the front left window 
seat in first class.
 An officious looking woman sat in beside me, introduced 
herself as Head of HR in some financial institution and 
boomed - ‘business or pleasure?’, when I said ‘business’ she 
replied curtly – ‘with whom?’ and I replied ‘Garda Síochána’. 
She eyed me like a minute creature on the end of her nose 
and said ‘Surely the Garda don’t travel first class?’ and I 
replied ‘That’s correct. However, ranks at Superintendent 
and above always do!’ to which she replied ‘but you’re so 
young?’ After that she couldn’t have been nicer all the way 
home.
 Due to cost, the Garda Systems Programmers went 
to Kevin St College of Technology to study the British 
Computer Society Examinations. Two of the Garda Systems 
Programmers completed this course to Honours Degree 
Level while the remaining Gardaí, to my knowledge, 
attained degrees elsewhere.

FAILING TO KEEP PACE
Into the mid-1980s the Garda Computer Systems failed to 
keep pace. Keeping a mainframe’s capacity and performance 
in line with business requirements were financially very 
difficult for public service installations in the cash-strapped 
1980s.
 By comparison, the Garda Systems Programmers became 
under employed with little new work to go around. Senior 
rank Gardaí were often promoted into the section with little 
knowledge or aptitude for computers. Some made a good 
attempt to learn and understand IT, whilst others would 
apply for an outside post as soon as entering the section.

A TINGE OF REGRET
Looking back, I would say that of the four systems 
programmers who eventually left An Garda Síochána, there 
was a tinge of regret. If there had been bigger IT investment 
in the mid-1980s and internal vacancies up to Inspector rank 
were filled from within, I think they would all have stayed.
 Looking at the bigger picture, it could be argued why 
should Gardaí in IT roles have better promotional prospects 
than that elsewhere? However, those who left would have 
had full and rewarding careers elsewhere, and certainly 
will always have an affinity with An Garda Síochána as the 
pioneering MVS Systems Programmers.
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By contrast with hardware engineers, the specialists who 
installed, configured and maintained computer systems 
software were called systems programmers.



Since Dublin City University launched its AFU initiative in 
2012, which set out Ten Principles of an Age-Friendly 

University, it has grown into a global network comprising 
more than 67 institutions of higher education representing 
Europe North and South America, South East Asia and 
Australia who have endorsed these principles. The WHO 
Age-friendly Cities Guide (2008) highlights eight domains 
that cities and communities can address to better adapt 
their structures and services to the needs of older people. 
 “The concept is that if an environment is age-friendly 
for older people, it is suitable for all.  These refer to the 
built environment, transport, housing, social participation, 
respect and social inclusion, civic participation and 

employment, communication, and community support and 
health services,” according to Christine O’Kelly, DCU’s AFU 
Global Network Co-ordinator.
In addition to teaching, learning and research, DCU 
facilitates transport services, provides accommodation, 
retail outlets (grocery shop, a hair salon, pharmacy, garden 
produce), banking, leisure, entertainment, wellbeing, 
sports facilities and space for religious worship. It is an 
asset to the broader community in addition to being a 
place of work and education for staff and students.
 As an Age-Friendly University DCU has facilitated 
over 1,500 older people to avail of educational, research, 
wellness, cultural and social opportunities on campus, and 
Christine O’Kelly says “there is no doubt that having a 
campus experience is the most positive element of the AFU 
Initiative”.
 The Age-Friendly Choir, presentations and an online 
life writing programme continue weekly on Zoom, while 
a number of free programmes are offered on the Future 
Learn Platform, for example, ‘Irish 101’. A weekly bulletin 
is also issued to all AFU participants.
 “Over the coming months, the AFU office will continue 
to work on building a programme to meet the challenges 
imposed by COVID 19. In the meantime, stay safe!”

JOIN AN AGE-FRIENDLY 
UNIVERSITY 

While many older people are technologically 
literate, many more may not have the device, 
the know-how or adequate broadband 
to embrace new learning opportunities. 
However, Dublin City University provides many 
educational, research, wellness, cultural and 
social opportunities on campus through its 
Age-Friendly University (AFU) initiative.

DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY

Dublin City University is the world’s first designated 
Age-Friendly University - leading a global network of 
Age-Friendly Universities in Europe, North and South 
America and South East Asia.

Age-Friendly Universities provide opportunities to engage in higher 
education through learning, research, cultural, wellness and sports 
opportunities. 

Due to COVID 19 we are adapting to a new way of working and exploring   
ways to stay connected.  

You are invited to join our mailing list which will keep you 
informed of opportunities in DCU over the coming year. 

Register for our mailing list by contacting:

Grainne Reddy 
E: grainne.reddy@dcu.ie
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It was shortly after I moved to Mountjoy Street in Dublin 
that I learned of the shooting nearby of the unarmed 

26-year old DMP man Laurence Dalton. I was shocked at 
the manner of his death and equally affronted that his 
killing, like so many others, had been covered up over the 
years. 
 Remembering the centenary of his murder was the 
least I could do. As I informed a Limerick paper, I hope 
that one day the people of his native Newcastle West may 
raise a modest memorial to a young man who was merely 
doing his duty as modern Gardaí do. We have forgotten 
the sacrifices of Laurence and men like him for too long. 
It is time now they were acknowledged. 
 ‘Síocháin’ acknowledges the contact from Brendan 
Lynch and the support he has shown in this remembrance 
of DMP Laurence Dalton. (Brendan is the son of retired 
Sgt Patrick Lynch, who retired from Toomevara Garda 
Station in 1965.)

MOUNTJOY STREET MURDER 
The Irish Times published a report on 21 April 1920, 
following the murder on Mountjoy St. 
 Laurence Dalton (26), a policeman well-known to 

Broadstone regulars, was shot on the north corner of 
the Black Church and Mountjoy Street, at12.45pm on 
Tuesday afternoon, 20 April 1920, as he was walking to 
duty at Broadstone Station. 
 Unarmed, he was ambushed by a gang of four 
gunmen, who left him dying by the side of the road, as 
they ran up Mountjoy Street and escaped into Wellington 
Street. It was raining heavily, and not many people 
witnessed the shooting.  
 Patrick Dillon, an employee of the Great Western 
Railway Company heard the shots. He looked out to see 
‘A man lying on the road, his hands up to his face as if 
trying to ward off a blow.’ 
 An unnamed local lady cradled Mr Dalton’s head 
before an employee of Dorset Street Garage drove him 
to the Mater Hospital where he died two hours later. 
Another local, Mrs Eavers of George’s Place, who was 
shot in the foot, was also removed to the Mater. 
 A native of Ashgrove, Newcastle West, Limerick, 
Laurence Dalton had been a DMP member for six years. 
He was remembered by Broadstone staff as ‘A quiet, 
inoffensive, well-mannered man’. He was one of 14 
unarmed Dublin policemen killed during this period.    

TIME TO REMEMBER 
LAURENCE DALTON 

Shortly after moving to Dublin’s Mountjoy Street, writer Brendan Lynch discovered details 
about the murder of DMP Laurence Dalton on 20 April 1920. On recalling the centenary of 
his brutal murder, Brendan now hopes that people from the constable’s native Newcastle 
West in Limerick will raise a memorial to this young man. 

Brendan Lynch lays some flowers at Black Church on Mountjoy Street, where DMP Laurence Dalton was shot dead on 
20 April 1920. 
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I              was a member of the April Class of 1963 to join An 
Garda Síochána. When the double-decker reached 

Parkgate Street bus stop, I flew down the windy stairs 
from the loft, and stepped out onto the footpath. I 
followed my steps up the street towards the Phoenix Park.  
 To my left I could see bus conductors and drivers in 
blue uniform playacting outside Conyngham Road bus 
depot. From watching them I nervously realised where my 
steps were going. Finally, the brown suitcase and I arrived 
inside the Depot’s gate.  
 After many close shaves, tight haircuts, and a million 
laps of the sacred square myself and my strong black 
boots ended up under the ‘baton’ of Sgt Malachy Griffin 
in Baltinglass. The station was relatively new at the time 
with space and all mod cons. However, after a word with 
the Chief Super Fionan O’Driscol I got my transfer to 
Robertstown in Kildare. 

STATIONED IN THE BOG OF ALLEN 
Robertstown lacked a few basic necessities such as 
running water, washbasins, flushing toilets and other 
amenities. Maybe it was because the station was in 
the middle of the Bog of Allen that higher thinkers 
thought a flushing toilet would be superfluous. Water for 
consumption was kettled from the nearby pump. 
 A small yard had a corrugated steel rainwater tank fed 
from the gutters; biting ice water in the winter and tepid 
in the summer. Ablutions were almost seasonal. A tiny 
lean-to housed a chemical toilet without ever getting the 
smell of chemicals. Square pages cut from newspapers 
dangled from a string beside this cesspool.  
 All nightly and day-time operations were carried out by 
candlelight as the builder forgot to install windows. This 
convenience was a sort of unisex as ancient High Nellie 
and other antique bicycles were cobwebbed to the walls. 

Junk that the criminal was doing a favour in stealing 
was archived in no special order, also an old wind-up 
gramophone with two 78 records on how to learn Irish.  
 A case of glass tubes for testing the cream content 
of milk. On top of all this lay Garda Maurice O’Sullivan’s 
book ‘Twenty Years A-Growing’.  A colleague on his way 
back from Templemore picked up some bargain tyres for 
his mini. Stacking them in the lean-to alongside the posh 
latrine wasn’t a good idea.  
 He was furious when a colleague got double vision 
after an intake of beer, and made the wrong choice. 
After a good dunking in the canal they were fitted to the 
wheels of the mini. Sadly, to say the poor mini was given 
some very derogatory names.  
 Sometime later, the mini and driver disappeared into 
the sunset to become a Super’s clerk. In 1970, the station 
was somewhat modernised, and the famous lean-to was 
cleaned out. The Sergeant reared three little pigs in it, so 
back to a sty it went.  

THE GRAND CANAL SIDE 
Robertstown is on the Grand Canal side of the village 
where the canal flows within 12 metres of the station’s 
front door. On summer mornings a long swim as far as 
your limbs could go, then get out on to the bank and run 
the path back in time to turn up, washed and fresh as a 
daisy, to the ten o’clock parade, thus saving the rainwater 
in the big tank for a rainy day.  
 The hall and dayroom were covered with civil service 
thick, brown linoleum. A large Sacred Heart picture hung 
above a lamp over the fireplace. A new Curate and new 
Sergeant thought the picture might upset some people as 
it was a public office. When finally, it was removed leaving 
a spare nail in the wall a photo of Lugs Branagan standing 
outside Kevin Street Garda Station was hooked on to it.  

TRIP DOWN MEMORY 
LANE TO ‘FORT 
ROBERTSTOWN’  

With Covid-19 having cocooned Tom Smith, Cork City Branch, like so many others, he 
recently looked through his memo chest only to discover a faded painting from 1969 
of Robertstown Garda Station that he had ‘captured in oil’. It brought back many fond 
memories of the village, situated on the banks of the Grand Canal in Kildare, where he was 
first transferred in 1963.   

FORT ROBERTSTOWN 
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Public Transport operators are working hard to keep 
Transport for Ireland services running.

Bus and Train services are operating revised timetables.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT IS FOR ESSENTIAL 
TRAVEL ONLY.
      Essential Workers & Carers

      Buying food or medicines

      Medical appointments.

Staying at home is the best way to protect your friends, 
family and community from COVID-19.

Please stay at home as much as possible. 

Visit transportforireland.ie and operator websites for up to 
date information. 

Transport for those 
who need it most
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 When an awkward half-sheet had to be creased 
for the Super one didn’t turn to Lugs for divine 
inspiration like one did to his predecessor. The 
sleeping quarters would have definitely inspired 
Dickens in his writings.  

VILLAGE DUTY ON CLOSING TIME 
The sub-district was flat only rising here and there at 
canal bridges. Cycling up the hump was tough, but 
from the top downwards the bike would take off 
through a refreshing bogscape breeze in to the arms 
of local knowledge or other things that might grab a 
Garda’s interest. 
 The village consisted of an old dilapidated canal 
hotel from the Georgian era when canal transport 
and trade was at its peak – four pubs, one of which 
sold groceries, one butcher shop and a well-informed 
post office. A number of dwelling houses dotted 
the village. The Sergeant always made sure that a 
member was on duty in the village at closing time.  
 As the pubs, like the station, were short on 
loos, it was always advisable to keep on the move 
at closing time while tanked-up urinators relieved 
themselves. Like the member’s tyres the shoes would 
have to get a run through the canal after a pub 
closing tour.  
 There were no indecent exposure offences 
detected as the only visible evidence was the 
steaming residue trickling down the tarmacadam. 
Following this to the source was not advisable. 
Tampering with this sort of evidence could leave 
finger printing better imagined.     

LONG-LOST MEMORIES 
The Coronavirus has colonised Ireland once again. 
Covid-19 has cocooned me like many others, so I 
started to dig in to my memo chest where I found 
this very, faded painting from 1969 of Robertstown 
Garda Station. I painted it sitting on the dead wall (as 
it was called) across from the station.  
 When I showed it to the Sergeant, I told him 
jokingly, ‘I captured the station in oil’. He replied 
after looking at it, ‘the artist should be arrested 
in handcuffs’. This canvas brought back long-lost 
memories. 
 The building which was once the corner stone 
of the village is no longer a Garda Station like the 
painting, the badge of honour has faded in to 
obscurity. The steel window shutters (from a time 
when the RIC called the shots) are finally shut.  
 The past is left to rattle about in the dark interior, 
and the walls are left with their secrets. The Station 
Party is over! The Barracks is deserted. The magic of 
‘Síocháin’ is that somewhere between its pages is a 
passage or photo that holds a memory belonging to 
you. 

FORT ROBERTSTOWN 
The barracks on the corner 

Garda badge marks the spot 
Steel shutters guard the windows 

Since the RIC called the shots 
The blue door set in stone on stone 

Opens up the citadel 
The passing road and hump-backed bridge 

Bends o’re the Grand Canal 
Members in the dayroom 

Quill and ink at hand 
Preparing various summonses 
Notebook entries hit the fan 
Some for the canine owners 
Who keep unlicensed paws 

More for speak-easy publicans 
Selling booze outside the law 
A few for careless bike owls 
With no lantern in the dark 

One for farmer Browne 
Who failed to monogram his cart 

More for all the cowboys 
That didn’t mend their fence 

Allowing straying animals 
To commit a wandering offence 
Writing notices for the station 
Writing notices for the pound 
Placing some on the by-ways 

Where the animals were found 
The four pubs in the village 
Well policed at closing bell 

Quiet patrons leave the hamlet 
Mad monks dry out in the cell 

Cycling patrols o’re the bog of Allen 
Local knowledge in sunshine 

Natives footing cut turf 
Birdsong to fill the mind 



Regional waste management planning in Ireland 
follows national and EU waste policy. There are three 

waste regions in the country, namely Connacht-Ulster 
Region, Eastern-Midlands Region and Southern Region.  
 Each of the three regional waste management plans 
is a statutory document and, on behalf of the respective 
local authorities, provides a framework for the prevention 
and management of wastes in a safe and sustainable 
manner.  
 The three Regional Waste Management Offices 
(RWMOs) work together with the aim of following similar 
strategic objectives and policies set out in the plans.  An 
example of this collaboration is the development of 
MyWaste.ie website, as funded by the Department of 
Communications, Climate Action and the Environment 
(DCCAE). 
 MyWaste is a one-stop-shop for answering common 

questions on which waste bins should be used, or the 
location and the services provided through bring banks 
and recycling centres.  
 A lot of other information is also available on the 
website, for example the promotion of prevention, reuse 
and repair, and hints and tips on greener gardening and 
greener DIY. MyWaste also contains guidance on the 
sorting and management of waste during the Covid-19 
crisis. 
 The RWMOs produce regular progress reports, which 
are of special relevance at the moment in relation to 
waste management during Covid-19. These information 
updates help to ensure there is adequate waste 
infrastructure and effective operation of the Irish waste 
industry. For waste management guidance details, please 
check www.mywaste.ie.  
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ONE-STOP SHOP GUIDANCE 
ON WASTE MANAGEMENT

Ireland’s guide to waste management on MyWaste is a unique one-stop-shop, which includes 
answers to all common questions on the correct waste bins to use, or the location of services such 
as bring banks and recycling centres throughout the three waste regions in the country.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

The three Regional 
Waste Management 
Offices acknowledge 
the work of all 
frontline and other 
essential workers   
throughout our 
country during the 
Covid 19 crisis.

www.mywaste.ie

Thank you!
The three Regional 
Waste Management 
Offices acknowledge 
the work of all 
frontline and other 
essential workers   
throughout our 
country during the 
Covid 19 crisis.

www.mywaste.ie

Thank you!
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‘GARDA REVIEW’ EXTRACTS 

The first recruits to be inducted into the Force since 
1947 were sworn in at the Depot, on November 

18 and 19 last. They numbered 177 in all.  The first 
group to be attested on November 18 were addressed 
by the Minister for Justice, Mr G. Boland, TD, who was 
accompanied by the Commissioner, Mr D. Costigan.
 On arrival at the Depot, Mr Boland was accorded the 
General Salute by trumpeters from the Garda Band under 
Supt. J. Moloney. The Minister then inspected a Guard of 
Honour of twenty men under the Depot Adjutant, Supt. 
W. O’Halloran and training Sergeant P. McGrath.
 In the course of his address the Minister described 
the Garda Síochána as the most important service in 
the country and said that if they had not got a good 

police force and internal peace was not maintained, then 
nothing could thrive in the country. 
 The duty of the State in the old days was to defend 
the country from outside and to maintain internal order. 
To-day things were much different and a policeman was 
required to do many things he was not expected to do in 
the old days.
 The standard nowadays was very high, but he had no 
doubt that they were going to get that standard from the 
recruits. The recruits would be stationed in Dublin.
The Depot Commandant, Chief Superintendent H. 
O’Mara, introduced the Minister and later performed the 
swearing-in ceremony. (Extract from ‘Garda Review’, 
December 1952)

THE GARDA FRANCHISE
In reply to a recent question in Dáil Eireann regarding 
the right to the franchise of members of the Garda, the 
Minister for Local Government said that “the matter was 
under examination”. 
 Could any reply be more frustrating to men who have 
served for 25, 30 and 35 years? When the right to vote 
is extended to the Garda there is no gainsaying it will be 
a perfect Bill, for it has been “under examination and 
consideration” by various Governments for close on 35 
years. (Extract from ‘Garda Review’, January 1959)

TAPPING INTO EARLY 
EDITIONS OF ‘GARDA REVIEW’

Pat McGee, Kildare North Branch, recalls 
two particular stories from the early 
editions of ‘Garda Review’, namely the 
177 new recruits who joined An Garda 
Síochána in November 1952, and the 
question of extension of voting rights for 
members of the Force in 1959.
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VIEWING:

3-BEDROOM
HOMES

4-BEDROOM
HOMES

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th September 
1pm to 3pm

From 116 sq.m /  1250 sq ft. 
Prices from €620,000

From 138 sq.m / 1485 sq ft. 
Prices from €670,000
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Brookfield is the latest release of contemporary homes by CE Cladewell Estates Limited.  The 

houses at Brookfield are designed with the family in mind. Once completed the development will 

consist of a mixture of three and four bedroom homes.

The exterior finish of granite and Ibstock brick facades alludes to the exemplary craftmanship that 

CE Cladewell Estates Limited are renowned for.  These stylish houses are designed for modern 

living at its best.

The high-quality designer kitchens, the nine-foot-high ceilings downstairs coupled with the natural 

light throughout highlight the quality standard of these superb family homes.

The location of Brookfield cannot be underestimated, with all modern conveniences that the 

village of Malahide has to offer, including the expansive Malahide Castle and adjoining Demesne 

coupled with the various eateries and bars which are within walking distance of Brookfield.

Brookfield is a place to call your own.

I N T E R N A L
Standard finishes

• All walls and ceilings will be dry lined 
and skimmed.

• Choice of colours as per the show 
house.

• 9ft ceiling heights to the ground floor.

• “Prestige” hardwood primed shaker 
door with Passero handle.

• Grazco Riva insert electric fireplace.

• Extensively floored attic with airtight 
insulated folding attic stairs.

Construction

• “Heritage” red brick supplied by Ibstock.

• Remaining wall areas covered in a Parex 
Monocouche render.

• Light cream Double Glazed PVC windows which are 
from the Sean Doyle range of windows.

• “Hercules” hardwood main entrance door.

• Zinc finished canopy over the front door.

• Large three pane sliding door with triple track and 
icon lift in the kitchen.

• Excellent levels of insulation.

• Postbox and House Number.

Gardens

• Cobble locked driveways.

• Gravelled area with planted shrubs immediately in 
front of the house.

• Mixture of boundary styles

K I T C H E N S
• Dust grey painted handleless kitchen by 

Bespace. Five choices of colour.

• Contemporary quartz worktops. Choices of 
colour.

• Kitchen island/peninsula featuring wine cooler, 
integrated dishwasher and bins.

• USB connection socket.

• Quooker tap, allowing for instant hot and 
boiling water.

• Fully integrated appliances including built in 
fridge freezer, standalone freezer, induction 
hob, oven, microwave oven and canopy hood.

• Selection of various height cabinetry in the 
utility room housing both a washing machine 
and tumble dryer, where possible

MECHANICAL  
& ELECTRICAL

Electrical

• Well designed and generous electrical and lighting 
specification allowing for a mix of pendant and 
downlights.

• Smoke, carbon monoxide detectors and heat 
sensor fitted as standard.

• Wired for an alarm.
• Brushed chrome sockets to the ground floor.
• Ample sockets throughout.

Heating and Ventilation

• Air to water heat pump.
• Heat recovery ventilation system.
• Pressurised water system with variable speed pump.
• Contemporary style compact radiators.

E X T E R N A L

B AT H R O O M S
&  E N S U I T E S

• High quality white SONAS sanitaryware 
throughout.

• Slim line shower trays, doors and screens.

• Luxury bath with mixer and handset.

• Wall and floor tiles as per show house.

• Chrome heated towel rails fitted in main 
bathroom and ensuite.

P R O P E RT Y 
G U A R A N T E E
• 10 Year Homebond Guarantee.

B U I L D I N G 
C E RT I F I C AT I O N 
 

A2 BER rated homes, designed to comply with incoming 

NZEB (Near Zero Energy Building) specification.

I N T E R N A L
Standard finishes

• All walls and ceilings will be dry lined 
and skimmed.

• Choice of colours as per the show 
house.

• 9ft ceiling heights to the ground floor.

• “Prestige” hardwood primed shaker 
door with Passero handle.

• Grazco Riva insert electric fireplace.

• Extensively floored attic with airtight 
insulated folding attic stairs.

Construction

• “Heritage” red brick supplied by Ibstock.

• Remaining wall areas covered in a Parex 
Monocouche render.

• Light cream Double Glazed PVC windows which are 
from the Sean Doyle range of windows.

• “Hercules” hardwood main entrance door.

• Zinc finished canopy over the front door.

• Large three pane sliding door with triple track and 
icon lift in the kitchen.

• Excellent levels of insulation.

• Postbox and House Number.

Gardens

• Cobble locked driveways.

• Gravelled area with planted shrubs immediately in 
front of the house.

• Mixture of boundary styles

K I T C H E N S
• Dust grey painted handleless kitchen by 

Bespace. Five choices of colour.

• Contemporary quartz worktops. Choices of 
colour.

• Kitchen island/peninsula featuring wine cooler, 
integrated dishwasher and bins.

• USB connection socket.

• Quooker tap, allowing for instant hot and 
boiling water.

• Fully integrated appliances including built in 
fridge freezer, standalone freezer, induction 
hob, oven, microwave oven and canopy hood.

• Selection of various height cabinetry in the 
utility room housing both a washing machine 
and tumble dryer, where possible

MECHANICAL  
& ELECTRICAL
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specification allowing for a mix of pendant and 
downlights.

• Smoke, carbon monoxide detectors and heat 
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• Pressurised water system with variable speed pump.
• Contemporary style compact radiators.

E X T E R N A L

B AT H R O O M S
&  E N S U I T E S

• High quality white SONAS sanitaryware 
throughout.

• Slim line shower trays, doors and screens.

• Luxury bath with mixer and handset.

• Wall and floor tiles as per show house.

• Chrome heated towel rails fitted in main 
bathroom and ensuite.

P R O P E RT Y 
G U A R A N T E E
• 10 Year Homebond Guarantee.

B U I L D I N G 
C E RT I F I C AT I O N 
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Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Patrick Kelly Mullingar 10988F 09/12/2019

Michael Harrington Galway 10995K 12/01/2020

Christopher Maughan Kildare North 12832E 31/01/2020

Peter J. Murphy Cork 10830H 18/02/2020

Peter J. Murphy Cork 10830H 18/02/2020

Michael Noone Dublin West 18209E 02/03/2020

Con McCole Galway 14723M 02/03/2020

Jim Walsh Dublin North 13843F 06/03/2020

John Driscoll Cork City 10332B 14/03/2020

John (Sean) Leonard Dublin West 16549B 17/03/2020

Thomas Lally Tralee 13021D 25/03/2020

Edmond (Ned) Slattery Dublin South 10663A 27/03/2020

Bernard King Dun Laoghaire 10427B 01/04/2020

Kieran McGuire Cavan 14633A 04/04/2020

Michael McArdle Laoise 15467K 05/04/2020

Deirdre Killeen Dublin North 00011F 08/04/2020

Christopher Geraghty Nenagh 14336G 09/04/2020

George Healy Donegal North 17835G 11/04/2020

Thomas Breslin Dublin West 13518F 15/04/2020

Joe Neville Dun Laoghaire 13041K 17/04/2020

Larry Moylan Dublin South 09910D 18/04/2020

Samual J. Gaine Dublin North 10176A 19/04/2020

Dan Corcoran Dublin South 10277G 22/04/2020

John Reddington Limerick City 12770A 26/04/2020

Joseph Rowley Donegal South 21725E 26/04/2020

Patrick J. Walsh Kildare North 13336A 26/04/2020

William A. Barrett Kildare North 10974F 04/05/2020
 

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Mary Burke Dublin/Carlow/Waterford Daughter of the late Mick Moyihan Waterford 31/12/2019

Jane Dillon The Folly, Waterford Widow of the late Fergus Dillon Waterford 26/01/2020

Patrick Lynam Tullamore, Co. Offaly Brother of Noel Lynam Waterford 26/01/2020

Catherine Rossmann Newbridge, Co. Kildare Sister of Brian McHale Mullingar 17/02/2020

Dan Ahern Blarney, Co Cork Brother in law of Margaret Ahern Waterford 21/02/2020

Brother of the late Mick Ahern Waterford 21/02/2020

Mary Mostyn Carrick on Shannon Wife of Brian Mostyn Sligo/Leitrim 26/02/2020

Brother in law of Noel Mostyn Kildare North 26/02/2020

Paddy Ryan Rosslare Strand, Co. Wexford Father of Peter Ryan Wexford 10/03/2020

Kathleen Thornton Finglas, Dublin Wife of James Thornton Dublin West 11/03/2020

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

DECEASED RELATIVES

BROOKFIELD
MALAHIDE

WWW.BROOKFIELD.IE

VIEWING:

3-BEDROOM
HOMES

4-BEDROOM
HOMES

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th September 
1pm to 3pm

From 116 sq.m /  1250 sq ft. 
Prices from €620,000

From 138 sq.m / 1485 sq ft. 
Prices from €670,000

C
O
N
T
R
A
C
T
O
R

ASHWOOD HALL

SLEEPY HOLLOWHAZELBROOK

CASTLEWAY

CONDITIONS TO BE NOTED:

These particulars do not constitute an offer or contract or any part thereof and none of the statements contained in the particulars as to the property is to be relied on 

as a statement or representation of fact. Jones Lang LaSalle Ltd or its staff are not authorised to make or give any representation or warranty in respect of this property. 

All descriptions, dimensions, references to condition and necessary permission for use and occupation, and other details are given in good faith and are believed to be 

correct but any intending purchaser or tenant should not rely on them as statements or representations of fact but must satisfy himself/herself by inspection or otherwise 

as to the correctness of each of them. In the event of any inconsistency between these particulars and the contract of sale, the latter shall prevail.

ARCHITECTS

McCrossan O’Rourke Manning

1 Grantham Street

Dublin 8

 

SOLICITORS

Gartlan Furey Solicitors

20 Fitzwilliam Square

Dublin 2

DEVELOPER

SALES AGENT

 

JLL

Styne House

Upper Hatch Street

Dublin 2

T: 01 477 9700

QUALITY
BUILT HOMES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  T E A MT R A C K  R E C O R D

A Lynam Company

01 477 9700

A
U
C
T
IO
N
EE
R

ASHWOOD HALL

SLEEPY HOLLOWHAZELBROOK

CASTLEWAY

CONDITIONS TO BE NOTED:

These particulars do not constitute an offer or contract or any part thereof and none of the statements contained in the particulars as to the property is to be relied on 

as a statement or representation of fact. Jones Lang LaSalle Ltd or its staff are not authorised to make or give any representation or warranty in respect of this property. 

All descriptions, dimensions, references to condition and necessary permission for use and occupation, and other details are given in good faith and are believed to be 

correct but any intending purchaser or tenant should not rely on them as statements or representations of fact but must satisfy himself/herself by inspection or otherwise 

as to the correctness of each of them. In the event of any inconsistency between these particulars and the contract of sale, the latter shall prevail.
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A Lynam Company

Brookfield is the latest release of contemporary homes by CE Cladewell Estates Limited.  The 

houses at Brookfield are designed with the family in mind. Once completed the development will 

consist of a mixture of three and four bedroom homes.

The exterior finish of granite and Ibstock brick facades alludes to the exemplary craftmanship that 

CE Cladewell Estates Limited are renowned for.  These stylish houses are designed for modern 

living at its best.

The high-quality designer kitchens, the nine-foot-high ceilings downstairs coupled with the natural 

light throughout highlight the quality standard of these superb family homes.

The location of Brookfield cannot be underestimated, with all modern conveniences that the 

village of Malahide has to offer, including the expansive Malahide Castle and adjoining Demesne 

coupled with the various eateries and bars which are within walking distance of Brookfield.

Brookfield is a place to call your own.

I N T E R N A L
Standard finishes

• All walls and ceilings will be dry lined 
and skimmed.

• Choice of colours as per the show 
house.

• 9ft ceiling heights to the ground floor.

• “Prestige” hardwood primed shaker 
door with Passero handle.

• Grazco Riva insert electric fireplace.

• Extensively floored attic with airtight 
insulated folding attic stairs.

Construction

• “Heritage” red brick supplied by Ibstock.

• Remaining wall areas covered in a Parex 
Monocouche render.

• Light cream Double Glazed PVC windows which are 
from the Sean Doyle range of windows.

• “Hercules” hardwood main entrance door.

• Zinc finished canopy over the front door.

• Large three pane sliding door with triple track and 
icon lift in the kitchen.

• Excellent levels of insulation.

• Postbox and House Number.

Gardens

• Cobble locked driveways.

• Gravelled area with planted shrubs immediately in 
front of the house.

• Mixture of boundary styles

K I T C H E N S
• Dust grey painted handleless kitchen by 

Bespace. Five choices of colour.

• Contemporary quartz worktops. Choices of 
colour.

• Kitchen island/peninsula featuring wine cooler, 
integrated dishwasher and bins.

• USB connection socket.

• Quooker tap, allowing for instant hot and 
boiling water.

• Fully integrated appliances including built in 
fridge freezer, standalone freezer, induction 
hob, oven, microwave oven and canopy hood.

• Selection of various height cabinetry in the 
utility room housing both a washing machine 
and tumble dryer, where possible

MECHANICAL  
& ELECTRICAL

Electrical

• Well designed and generous electrical and lighting 
specification allowing for a mix of pendant and 
downlights.

• Smoke, carbon monoxide detectors and heat 
sensor fitted as standard.

• Wired for an alarm.
• Brushed chrome sockets to the ground floor.
• Ample sockets throughout.

Heating and Ventilation

• Air to water heat pump.
• Heat recovery ventilation system.
• Pressurised water system with variable speed pump.
• Contemporary style compact radiators.

E X T E R N A L

B AT H R O O M S
&  E N S U I T E S

• High quality white SONAS sanitaryware 
throughout.

• Slim line shower trays, doors and screens.

• Luxury bath with mixer and handset.

• Wall and floor tiles as per show house.

• Chrome heated towel rails fitted in main 
bathroom and ensuite.

P R O P E RT Y 
G U A R A N T E E
• 10 Year Homebond Guarantee.

B U I L D I N G 
C E RT I F I C AT I O N 
 

A2 BER rated homes, designed to comply with incoming 

NZEB (Near Zero Energy Building) specification.
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www.  Vantage.ie    

Matching  talented  technology  people  to  ensure  
success  for  An  Garda  Síochána  

Vantage   Resources   offers   access   to   pools   of   talent   that   is  
unrivalled  in  Ireland  today.    
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Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Madaline O'Brien Athlone, Co. Westmeath Wife of John O'Brien Athlone 25/03/2020

Joseph Cronin Naas Co. Kildare Brother of Gerard Pascal Cronin Cork City 25/03/2020

Ned Slattery South Circular Road, Dublin Father of Pat Slattery Dublin South 27/03/2020

Caroline Crowley Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Daughter of John Daly Mullingar 30/03/2020

Nancy Kelly Lanesboro, Co. Roscommon Mother of Margaret Butler Athlone 02/04/2020

Rita Anderson Newbridge, Co. Kildare Sister in law of Tom Barry Cork City 03/04/2020

Martin Guest Borrisokane, Co, Tipperary Brother John Guest Nenagh 05/04/2020

Brother in law Kay Guest Nenagh 05/04/2020

Brother in law Michael Tierney Cork City 05/04/2020

Teresa Gallogly Drumreilly, Co, Leitrim Sister of Paddy Roddy Cavan 05/04/2020

Sister Eilish O'Mahoney Model Road Farm, Cork Sister of Barney O' Mahony Cork City 07/04/2020

Nellie Price Clonakilty, Co Cork Mother of Tim Price Waterford 07/04/2020

Julia Joyce Finney Co. Mayo Mother in Law of Patrick Brehony Dublin North 11/04/2020

Hughie Moran Moate, Co. Westmeath Brother of Tom Moran Athlone 12/04/2020

Tom Riggs Ballynacargy, Westmeath Brother in law of Margaret Ahern Athlone 12/04/2020

Bernadette Hartigan Clontarf, Dublin Widow of the late John Hartigan Dublin North 12/04/2020

Maura Carty Tinahely, Co.Wicklow Sister of Terry Carty Dungarven 13/04/2020

Philomena 
Christina Duffy Nenagh, Tipperary Wife of Tom Duffy Nenagh 15/04/2020

Thomas Breslin Palmerstown, Dublin Brother of Joe Breslin Athlone 15/04/2020

Tom Holden Graiguenamanagh, 
Co. Kilkenny Father of Seamus Holden Laois 16/04/2020

Frank Murray Cahir, Co.Tipperary Brother of Mairead Fahey Dungarvan 20/04/2020

Mary Colbert Shanagolden, Co. Limerick  Sister in law of Victor Walsh Limerick 
County 20/04/2020

 Joe Smith Castleknock, Dublin Brother of John Smith Bray 23/04/2020

Ned O'Keeffe The Swan, Co. Laois Father of Martin O'Keeffe Thurles 23/04/2020

Toni Enright Lucan Co, Dublin Daughter of the late Mick Enright Dublin West 23/04/2020

Rowena Mealiff Newbliss, Co, Monaghan Mother in Law of Jim Magennis Cavan 25/04/2020

Margaret Hunter Glasnevin, Dublin Wife of Pat Hunter Dublin North 26/04/2020

Sr. Maria Cormack Templetuohy, Tipperary Sister of Michael Cormack Kilkenny 27/04/2020

Mary Carroll Adare, Co, Limerick Wife of Stephen Carroll Limerick 
County 28/04/2020

Jacinta Enright Lucan Co, Dublin Daughter of the late Mick Enright Dublin West 28/04/2020

James Brady Stradbally, Laois Father of Owen Brady Meath 01/05/2020

Anne Mulligan Castleknock, Dublin Mother of Tony Mulligan Dublin West 06/05/2020

Liz Walshe Clanecastle, Co. Clare Wife of Barry Walshe Clare 23/05/2020
 



QUALITY 
ALWAYS
Evans and Kelliher are 
one of Kerry’s longest 
established construction 
companies located in 
Milltown, the heart of 
Kerry.

Evans & Kelliher Construction Limited Milltown, 
Killarney, Co. Kerry.

Tel: 066 9765722        Email: info@evansandkelliher.com

www.evansandkelliherconstruction.ie

�

Evans and Kelliher Construction is a highly personal company and as 
working directors with over 25 years acting as PSCS Danny Evans 
(Director) and PSCS Stephen Kelliher (Director) are onsite daily for every 
project. Our team both directly employed and subcontracted have been 
with use from the day we started so we over high levels of quality, 
continuity and expertise.

We employ a site safety consultant officer to continue with our 100% accident 
safety record a Safety representative and to ensure safety is a top priority for 
us on site- and at all times. Evans and Kelliher Construction Limited have been 
established since 1994 and offer a range of services from School refurbishments 
and Extensions to Community projects in Conjunction with LEADER, Rural 
Development Agencies and others.

� �

�



Bulletin Board

Reg Number Name Surname Rank Station
22283F Michael O'Sullivan Asst.Comm. Liaison & Protection

23172L John Nolan Chief Supt GPSU

23401L Martin McGonnell Supt Blackrock, DMR

23999B John Mulligan Supt Tramore

23847C Noel Kelly Supt North West Region HQ

00384M Noreen McBrien Supt Community Relations

23714M Patrick McHugh Supt Salthill

24252G Fergus Dwyer Supt Ashbourne

00284D Marie Skehill Supt Gaillimh

22259C Patrick Conlon Supt Dun Laoghaire

22113K Daniel Sweeney Insp Sligo

23767A Brian Duffy Insp Blackrock, DMR

22501M William Landers Sergt Donnybrook

22539H Patrick McDonald Sergt Blackrock, DMR

23571G John Egan Sergt Tullamore

00466K Geraldine Butler Sergt Technical Bureau

24826F Kieran Goulding Sergt CAB

23928C Dermot Flannery Sergt Carrick on Shannon

24841L John Fitzgerald Sergt New Ross

24816K Peter McGuinness Sergt North West Region HQ

22859A James O'Neill Sergt Mayorstone Park

22125B David Bourke Sergt Henry Street

24186E Kevin Ganly Sergt Ferbane

24678F James Moloney Sergt Lismore

24054M Diarmuid Butler Garda Navan

24858D Mark McMahon Garda SDU

23359E Thomas Breen Garda Tuam

24875D Christopher Coen Garda Cashel

GARDA RETIREMENTS

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Terry Healy Fermoy Fermoy 07/02/2020 widow and member

Marie Solan Clareview, Co Limerick Limerick 17/02/2020 widow and member

Anna O'Rourke Beaumont, Co. Cork Cork 28/02/2020 widow and member

Anne Reynolds Clontarf, Dublin Dublin North 30/03/2020 widow and member

Marie (Catherine) McDonagh Corbally, Limerick Limerick 14/04/2020 widow and member

Eileen Coughlan Ballinlough Cork City 27/04/2020 widow and member
 

DECEASED WIDOW/ERS
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BON SECOURS HOSPITAL LIMERICK AT BARRINGTONS
IN THE HEART OF LIMERICK CITY

Our key patient services include:

f General Surgery and Endoscopy
f Urology/Gynaecology
f Orthopaedics and Orthopaedic Joint Replacement Programme
f Ophthalmology
f Oral and Maxillofacial
f E.N.T
f Plastic and Reconstructive
f General Medicine including Cardiology, Rheumatology, Pain Medicine,

Dermatology, Endocrinology and many more

Advanced Medicine   Exceptional Care

George’s Quay, Limerick  •  Tel: 061 490500  •  www.bonsecours.ie

BON SECOURS HOSPITAL LIMERICK
at Barringtons
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Bulletin Board

Reg Number Name Surname Rank Station
24852E Colm Gallagher Garda GNCCB

23949F Peter Kenny Garda Navan

00694G Denise Paul Garda Duleek

24759F Owen Martin Garda Wicklow

24859B James McGirl Garda Carrick on Shannon

23231K Henry Burke Garda Gaillimh

23064B Martin Timmins Garda Raheny

00187B Deirdre Muprhy Garda Tralee

22151A Christopher Burdock Garda Pearse Street

00311E Gabriel Newton Garda Lucan

24137G Desmond O'Boyle Garda Irishtown

21871E Joseph McGrath Garda Bray

24811H Donnacha O'Sullivan Garda Thurles
 

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Kevin Ganly ATHLONE

Brendan Cafferty BALLINA

Jim Foley BRAY

Thomas V Nolan BRAY

Chris Coen CLONMEL

Patrick Lehane CORK CITY

Eileen McElhinney CORK CITY

Sheila White CORK CITY

Thomas J Ryan CORK CITY

Sean O'Dwyer CORK CITY

Patrick McGillycuddy CORK CITY

Eamonn Laffan CORK CITY

Anthony Davis CORK CITY

Gerard Moloney CORK CITY

Clare Murphy CORL CITY

Maura Connaughton DONEGAL SOUTH

Helena Prendergast DONEGAL SOUTH

Gerard Cadden DUBLIN NORTH

Fergus Dwyer DUBLIN NORTH

GSRMA NEW MEMBERS

GARDA RETIREMENTS

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Joe Devine DUN LAOGHAIRE

Peter Cullen DUN LAOGHAIRE

Laurence O'Leary DUN LAOGHAIRE

Martin J McGonnell DUN LAOGHAIRE

Mick Costigan FERMOY

Conor Hedigan FERMOY

Noel Kelly GALWAY

Kevin Murphy KILDARE NORTH

Diarmuid Butler KILDARE NORTH

Declan Vincent Quigley KILDARE NORTH

David Bourke LIMERICK CITY

Joan O'Donoghue MALLOW

Peter M Kenny MEATH

Carmel Kelly MULLINGAR

Seamus McGirl SLIGO/LEITRIM

John Mulligan WATERFORD

John McDonald WEXFORD

Daniel O'Sullivan WEXFORD
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We’re all in
this together.
+  All 90 LloydsPharmacy’s are open in 

communities throughout Ireland
+  We’ve a range of prescription services 

available to help make your life easier
+  Our dedicated and professional colleagues 

are here to help

@LloydsPharmacyIreland @LloydsPharmIre@LloydsPharmacyIrl

lloydspharmacy.ie

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA



We’re all in
this together.
+  All 90 LloydsPharmacy’s are open in 
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lloydspharmacy.ie

GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)         Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

GGaarrddaa  SSííoocchháánnaa  RReettiirreedd  MMeemmbbeerrss’’  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ((GGSSRRMMAA))  
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 
 

6 

   
0 6 0 

PHOTO 
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BRIDIE DUNPHY
(NEE HOGAN) 
Dun Laoghaire, 
Dublin. 
Member of Dun Laoghaire 
Branch 
Date of Death: 21 August 
2019

Bridie Dunphy was called to her eternal 
reward suddenly but peacefully on 21 
August 2019. She was widow of the late 
Sgt Michael Dunphy [12642L] from Co. 
Laois who died in 1999, having served in 
Dun Laoghaire, Blackrock, Bridewell and 
retired from Donnybrook in 1986. 
 Bridie (nee Hogan) was born in Dublin, 
the eldest of nine children, and she is 
survived by her eight siblings – seven 
sisters and one brother. She was very 
involved in the Dun Laoghaire Parish and 
she, along with Michael, organised the 
parish trips to Knock, Lourdes, Rome and 
even the Holy Land and ran the parish and 
Cuala bingo sessions. Both attended the 
50th anniversary of the Garda pilgrimage 
to Rome with up to 1,000 in 1982. 
 Following Michael’s death Bridie 
continued with the Knock and Lourdes 
parish trips. Bridie and indeed all the 
Dunphy family were great supporters 
of the Annual ‘F’ District Garda Mass 
begun in 1958 in the old Station and in 

the Boylan Centre since the 1970s. Long 
before the introduction of Community 
Gardaí the family proved adept at catering 
for the multitude attending. 
 The attendance at the funeral showed 
the esteem in which she was held not 
alone in the community and Garda circles 
but also by Cuala GAA and other clubs. 
 Bridie is survived by four children – 
Mary, Frances, Liam and Mick. The Garda 
connection continues with Frances retired 
from Dun Laoghaire and married to Supt 
John Ferris, and serving Garda Mick is 
based in Garda HQ. She is also survived by 
12 grandchildren.  
 Bridie was fondly remembered at the 
61st  Annual Garda Mass on 6 January 
celebrated by Fr Joe Kennedy, and the 
extended Dunphy family would like to 
express their sincere thanks to all for the 
expression of sympathy and support offer 
during this trying time. 
 
May her gentle soul Rest in Peace.  

JOHN F. O’SULLIVAN 
Dalkey, Co. Dublin 
Birthplace Of: Glenmore, 
Laragh, Killarney 
Rank: Sergeant 
Registered No: 09999 
Born: 6 July 1926 
Date of Death: 2 March 
2019 

John F. O’Sullivan was born in Glenmore, 
Laragh, Killarney, Co Kerry on 6 July 1926. 
He was the youngest of six to Terence and 
Gertrude. John went to National School in 
Glenmore where both his parents taught 
and then as a boarder to the Rochestown 
Capucian College in Co Cork to complete 
second level.  
 He joined the Gardaí in November 
1947 and whilst training in Garda HQ in 
Phoenix Park a football team on which 
he was a member won the Dublin Garda 
Championship. This was a sign of things 
to come as a number of this talented 
group joined the Dublin Garda Senior 
team playing in Division 1 of the League 
and the Championship. That team went 
on to win the Dublin Senior Football 
Championship in 1948 and is the last 
Garda team to do so.  
 On leaving the Depot John F. was 

stationed in Sundrive Road until his 
promotion in 1963 when he moved to the 
Bridewell DMA, later to Kevin St, Irishtown 
and finally to Dalkey in 1967 from where 
he retired in 1989. Sadly John F. was the 
sole survivor of that unique 1948 Garda 
Team. 
 John F. died on 2 March 2019 in 
Blackrock Hospice. He was predeceased 
by his brother Gerry and sisters Bridie, 
Annie, Mary and Aileen. Deeply mourned 
and fondly remembered by his nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews. 
Ian and Susan Flood and family, 
neighbours, relative and many friends. 
 His numerous former colleagues gave 
John F. a fitting send off at the Church of 
the Assumption, Dalkey and at his burial 
at Deansgrange Cemetery. 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílis. 
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WPHC
Port Road 
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Tel: (0404) 68800       
email: dev@esmonde.ie
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VAT Number: IE 63858578   Company Registration in Ireland: 365857
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With over 40 years of experience developing  
quality buildings & facilities for medical and 
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MAURICE CAULFIELD 
Crosshaven, 
Co. Cork. 
Birthplace: Ballyhaunis, Co. 
Mayo. 
Reg No.: 13161L 
Date of Retirement: 1989 
Date of Death: 4 November 
2019 

PATRICK DEACY
Ballinteer,  Dublin. 
Birthplace: Toomore, 
Foxford, Co. Mayo 
Rank: Detective Garda 
Reg. No: 13948C 
Retired: 26 February 1994 
Date of Death: 7 December 
2019 

Maurice Caulfield was born on 17 
September 1933 in Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo. 
He was the third child in a family of three 
boys and three girls. When he was small, 
he went to stay with his grandmother 
at the McWalter farm in Cloonfad.  The 
visit turned into an extended stay and 
he spent his primary school years on the 
farm, going home to Ballyhaunis for the 
holidays.  
 Maurice attributed his love and ability 
for the Irish language to his teacher at 
Cloonfad, Mr. Fahy.  This was to have 
a lasting effect as, despite spending a 
couple of years in England before sitting 
the Garda entrance exam, his grade in 
Irish singled him out for a Gaeltacht 
posting and he was dispatched to Milford, 
Co. Donegal. 
 Maurice settled quickly in Donegal.  
He met his wife, Aileen (nee Henry) at a 
dance. When he asked if he could walk 
her home she told him he could if he liked 
but it wouldn’t do him any good.  Despite 
this discouraging beginning, they were 
married for fifty-five years.  They had two 
daughters, Deirdre and Clodagh. 
 Maurice was promoted to the rank 
of Sergeant and was transferred to 
Dunfanaghy, Co. Donegal in 1971. He 
and his family took up residence in the 
Barracks and it became home. It was a 
small station party of just himself, Garda 

Benny Kelly and Garda Paddy Ward.  
 He was a man in his own element 
during this period and remembered this 
time with particular fondness for the rest 
of his life.  He loved the landscape and 
enjoyed the interaction with the local 
community. He took up Bridge and was a 
regular member of the card corner in the 
Pier Hotel on a Sunday night.  
 Taking early retirement, Maurice 
worked in Dublin briefly before following 
his younger daughter and her family 
to Cork. He embarked on a MA in 
local history at University College Cork, 
submitting his thesis on ‘Policing in 
County Donegal: A Case Study of 
Dunfanaghy and Creeslough Stations’, 
and graduating in 1998.  
 He settled beside the sea again in 
Crosshaven and became a very important 
person in the lives of his grandchildren, 
Hannah and Kate. Aileen was still very 
much by his side, so much so that their 
elder granddaughter referred to them as 
one person, ‘Banny’, when she was tiny as 
you rarely saw them apart.  
 After Aileen´s death in 2014, he lived 
alone but close to his family with frequent 
visits and calls. He fed the local birds, cats, 
hedgehogs and other wildlife that strayed 
into his garden. He died suddenly and 
peacefully at home. 
May he Rest in Peace

Pat was in his 83rd year when he passed 
away peacefully surrounded by his loving 
wife Ita and family. A native of Toomore, 
Foxford, he was a lifelong and passionate 
supporter of Mayo football.  
 Before joining the Gardaí in the 1950s 
he worked for a short while with the 
ESB.  His Garda career brought him to 
Rathfarnham, Dublin Castle and Harcourt 
Square where he retired as Dective Garda 
in 1994. 
 In his early days he played underage 
football for Swinford and Foxford.   
While stationed in Dublin he played 

for Ballyboden St. Enda’s, a team that 
boasted, at the time, the services of All-
Ireland medal winner Sean Doherty. 
 Pat is survived by his wife Ita (nee 
Begley), daughters Patricia and Pauline, 
son William and five adored grandchildren. 
 Pat’s funeral mass was held in St. John’s 
Church, Ballinteer. The large attendance 
at the removal and funeral was indicative 
of the esteem in which this loyal and true 
Mayoman was held by his colleagues and 
friends. 

May he Rest in Peace 



We make healthy possible.

Should you wish to be part of the team in our Cashel facility and involved in 
the manufacture of high-quality, affordable medicines, please view all our open 
opportunities on www.amneal.com

Amneal Pharmaceuticals is an integrated specialty generics pharmaceutical 
company. While staying true to our reputation for quality, service and value, 
we are focused on delivering outcomes that meet important medical 
needs, making quality medicines more affordable and providing 
solutions for tomorrow’s health challenges.

  www.amneal.com

As one of the Leading Generic supplier in 
Ireland, we are proud to offer the medical 
community throughout the country the choice 
to prescribe and dispense quality generic treat-
ments. In doing so, we are working with you to  
help your patients benefit from quality and 
cost-effective medications.for Generics

First
With over 40 years manufacturing healthcare products in Ireland, Pinewood Healthcare is 
one of the largest generic suppliers with a workforce of over 340 people. We are always 
committed to providing the Irish market with quality brands at inexpensive prices.
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MICHEAL F. BOHAN 
‘Edenoir’, Forest Hill, 
Drogheda, Co. Louth 
Birthplace: Leitrim 
Rank: Chief Superintendent 
Reg No: 9472B 
Date of Birth: 18 March 
1925 
Date of Death: 23 February 
2018 

A man of principles, integrity 
and honesty, retired Chief Supt Michael 
Bohan was unfailingly kind, caring, 
generous and thoroughly devoted to 
his wife, Nancy and five children, most 
especially, his youngest ‘special’ son, 
Michael. 
 During an illustrious career in 
the Gardaí spanning almost 45 
years, the Co. Leitrim native conducted 
himself with the utmost probity.
 A wise man, Michael gave 
counsel through the years to family, 
friends and neighbours, not just about 
policing matters but was frequently called 
upon to give advice on personal issues – 
he was well known as a man who would 
always find a solution to a problem. 
 He had a tremendous sense of 
humour and his enthralling yarns of 
the characters he encountered on the 
beat were captured on the pages of 
his book ‘Arresting Tales’, published in 
2013.  
 From Cloone, Co. Leitrim, Michael 
joined the force in 1944 and served for six 
and a half years in the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police, before transferring to Cork in 1951 
as the youngest Sergeant in the Gardaí.  
 He met his beautiful wife Nancy in 
her family dairy in Dublin, when all the 
windows had been broken. He always 
said he owed a debt of gratitude to the 
culprit! In 1962, the youngest inspector 
in the force he transferred to Cavan from 
Carlow.   
 Promoted Superintendent he served in 
Roscommon before he was transferred to 
Drogheda, and 1974 saw him promoted 
to Chief Superintendent in charge of the 
Longford/Westmeath Division. In 1979 
he was posted to Garda HQ, acting as 
Personal Assistant to Garda Commissioner 
Patrick McLoughlin. 
 He returned to Drogheda as Chief 
Superintendent of the 500-strong Louth-

Meath Division in October 1984. He had 
made Drogheda his home from 1966 
where he raised his family – sons John 
and Michael and daughters Anne, Gretta 
and Breeda, with his beloved wife Nancy.  
 From the day they moved to the 
town, Michael became involved 
in fundraising for St Ita’s School, where 
his youngest son attended and over 
the years organised social events in the 
town which raised thousands for the 
benefit of the school. 
 People would have known the two 
Michael’s down through the years as they 
went everywhere together and absolutely 
idolised one another. He was a pivotal 
member of the Fundraising Committee 
and the Board of Directors of the Order 
of Malta Services in Drogheda for 
over 20 years. He had a great religious 
faith and attended 10am mass in the 
Lourdes Church daily, right up until a 
few days before he passed away on 23 
February. 
 Locally he was responsible for traffic 
management and security during The 
Papal visit to Drogheda in 1979, as 
well as security at the Bruce Springsteen 
concert in Slane in 1985. One of his prize 
possessions was a Springsteen gold disc in 
recognition for his work.  
 Of course, he also worked during ‘The 
Troubles’, a very difficult and dangerous 
time, and investigated the murder of 
Dominic McGlinchey’s wife Mary, as well 
as the burning of Dundalk Garda Station.  
 Michael said his saddest day in 
the force was the day his friend and 
colleague Garda Pat Morrissey was 
shot dead. Loyal to the badge he so 
proudly wore, he always acknowledged 
the support he got from 
his colleagues and members of the public.  

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilís. 
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PATRICK (NOEL) BREEN 
Rosebank, Douglas Road, 
Cork. 
Birthplace: Portlaw, 
Waterford 
Rank: Garda Sergeant. 
Reg. No: 13223C. 
Date of Death: 27 
December 2019

Noel grew up in Portlaw where his father, 
Patrick [4511] a founding member of 
the force was stationed. Shortly after 
completing secondary education at Mount 
Síon CBS, Noel joined An Garda Síochána 
in June 1957.  
 Following the ‘Passing-Out Parade’ in 
November 1957, he was allocated to the 
Bridewell, Cork City. Within two years, he 
had successfully completed the Special 
Clerical Examinations and was appointed 
to fill a clerical position at Cobh Garda 
District HQ.  
 While in there he was successful 
in passing the Sergeant’s Professional 
examination. Two years later he returned 
to Cork City and served at McCurtain 
Street and Union Quay Stations. In 
1966 he was appointed as an Assistant 
Divisional Clerk and in 1968 got promoted 
Sergeant.  
 His promotion took him to Ballynoe 
near Fermoy as Sergeant in charge.   By 
that time he was married to a Cork lady 
named Rose Buckley and the couple 
had a daughter Aoife and later their 
son Colm was born. After the Conroy 
Commission 1970, Noel returned to Union 
Quay Station in Cork City as ‘Supervisory 
Sergeant’.  
 When a new Garda Communication 
Centre was established in 1972, Noel 
was appointed as Communications 

Commander for Unit ‘C’. With the 
exception of temporary transfers for 
Border Duty, he spent 20 years in the 
Radio Communications Centre, and during 
that period, he graduated from UCC with 
a BCL Law degree.  
 Noel had a great love for quiz 
Competitions and was Captain of the 
Garda Quiz Team in 1985 during Cork’s 
800 celebrations. A total of 32 teams took 
part and the Garda Team were winners of 
the competition beating ‘Doctors’ from 
the Cork South Infirmary Hospital. 
 He developed a great love of soccer 
from his younger days playing with 
Portlaw Soccer Club in Waterford, and 
also played hurling with a number of clubs 
in Waterford, Cork and Kerry. 
 After retirement from the force in 
December 1993, Noel joined the Garda 
Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
and gave many years on the GSRMA Cork 
City Branch Committee.  
 Noel is dearly missed by his son 
Colm, daughter: Aoife, son-in-law: Seán, 
daughter-in-law Verdi, grandchildren 
Connla, Caomhán, Énán, Amelia and Elise. 
 Noel’s family wish to thank his Garda 
colleagues for arranging a guard of 
honour at his funeral service. 

Ar dheas Dé go raibh a anam. 

PETER J MURPHY
Rochestown, Cork. 
Birthplace: Union Hall, Co. 
Cork 
Reg. No. 10830H 
Rank: Sergeant 
Retirement: 14 June 1994 
Date of Death: 18 February 
2020  

Peter was born in Union Hall in 1934 
and grew up in Ardfield near Clonakilty. 
He joined An Garda Síochána on 27 
May 1954 at the Garda Depot, Phoenix 
Park. Following six months as a recruit 
in Athlone, he was appointed as patrol 
car driver in Longford town. He was 
transferred to MacCurtain Street station, 
Cork in 1956.  
 Peter was promoted to Sergeant 
in early 1961. Next came a transfer to 
Glaslough, Co. Monaghan where he 
performed border duties in stations, 
including Emyvale and Cavan Town.  
 Peter was moved to Cobh in 1963. He 
was part of the garda security operation 
for the visit of President John F. Kennedy 
to Ireland in June 1963 when he led a 
group of Cork-based gardaí to New Ross. 

He subsequently served as Sergeant-in-
charge in Carrignavar, Co. Cork before 
training as a Police Duty & Drill Instructor 
at the Phoenix Park Depot. He remained 
there as an instructor for some months 
before moving to the Templemore training 
centre. In June 1964 he married the 
absolute love of his life, Clare O’Driscoll 
from Skibbereen. 
 Peter returned to MacCurtain Street 
station, Cork in 1965 and in April 1968 
he was transferred to Cork City HQ on 
Union Quay to take charge of the traffic 
section. In June 1969 his final transfer was 
to become Court Records’ Sergeant at 
Cork Courthouse, working in the District 
and Circuit Courts where he was popular 
with court staff, members of the legal 
profession and judiciary until his 
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retirement in June 1994.  
 In his retirement, Peter became actively 
involved in the community of his local St. 
Patrick’s Church and enjoyed his pursuit 
of physical activity both in his local leisure 
centre and on long local walking circuits, 
where he continued to meet, stop and talk 
to people.
 At home, he enjoyed spending time 
with Clare, becoming an avid book reader 
and carrying out DIY projects around the 
house and garden. 
 From June 2017 onwards, Peter was 

cared for at home until shortly before his 
death in February 2020.  
 Peter’s family wish to thank all his 
former colleagues who formed a Guard 
of Honour at the end of his funeral mass, 
finding it a very moving and poignant 
sight.  
 Peter is survived and greatly missed 
by his widow Clare and their children 
Fiona, Sharon, Peter & Colin and their six 
grandchildren.  

May he Rest in Peace. 

Peter was born on Christmas Day in 
1929 in a small townsland in Mayo called 
Kincon, about 10 miles northwest of 
Ballina. Despite living many miles away for 
over 65 years, he retained a deep love for 
his native county, and he always regarded 
it as “home”. 
 He moved away from home to 
Belmullet in 1946, aged 16 to work in 
a grocery shop. He then worked in a 
drapery in Ballina until he joined the Garda 
Siochana in 1954. 
 Peter was stationed as a Garda 
in Newbridge, Ballybrittas, and 
Mountmellick.  He was appointed as 
Sergeant for Ballacolla in 1968, where he 
was very involved in the local community 
and made many good friends during this 
time. He especially had fond memories of 
his involvement in the local GAA club.  
 He then moved to Durrow in 1971 
where he was immediately accepted as 
one of their own. Here again he was 
involved in the local GAA, community 
council, carnival committees amongst 
others. He was one of the founder 
members of the Durrow Credit Union in 

1982 and remained a committed member 
until his recent passing. On 25 December 
1986, on his 57th birthday, Peter retired 
from the force, having given over 32 years 
service to the state.  
 He was predeceased by his loving 
wife Margaret (Peig) who passed away in 
2014. He is survived by his five children 
Philip, Helen, Sheelagh, Paul and Thomas; 
sons-in-law and daughters-in-law Lynda, 
Mark, Sean, Anne-Marie and Caitriona; 
Grandchildren Jason and Darren; Barry and 
Shane; Paddy, Enda, Conor, Aoibhin and 
Peter; Fiachra and Tia. 
 He was a proud Mayo supporter and 
was fortunate enough to see them win 
the 1951 final, but dismayed that he 
did not get to see a second win despite 
making many trips to Croke park. He 
did however get to see his team win the 
national league title aged 89 in Croke Park 
last April. 
 Peter will be dearly missed and very 
fondly remembered by his family and a 
wide circle of friends and colleagues. 

May he Rest in Peace 

PETER MONNELLY 
Barnhill, Durrow,  
Co. Laois. 
Birthplace: Kilcon, Co. Mayo 
Rank: Sergeant 
Registered Number: 11092B 
Born: 25 December 1929 
Date of Death: 16 February 
2020 
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PHILIP GRIFFIN
Ballyboden, Dublin 
Rank: Sergeant 
Reg. No: 12945B 
Date of Retirement: 1986 
Date of Death: 23 
September 2019 

Phillip Griffin joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1955. He was born in Upperchurch, 
Co. Tipperary om 1929. He served as a 
‘rookie cop’ in Kevin Street with Jim ‘Lugs’ 
Brannigan and later in Dublin Castle and 
Transport Details. 
 He married Alice Considine in Thurles 
in October 1961 and they had seven 
children: Michael, Danny, Mary, Philip, 

Norita, Bríd, and James (deceased as an 
infant). They were also blessed with 12 
grandchildren on whom he doted.  
 Phil will be sorely missed by his close 
knit circle of family and friends. 
 
May he Rest in Peace. 

Born in Kilflynn, Co. Kerry, Thomas was 
the eldest of nine children and when  his 
father died young he looked after his 
widowed mother Hannah and his siblings. 
So, Thomas took to the mountain and 
provided forestry, turf cutting and was 
employed by Kerry County Council.  
 In 1969 he decided to go to Dublin 
to join An Garda Síochána, and was 
attested on 12 March 1969. Following 
his completion of training on 14 August 
1969, his Garda career brought him to the 
following stations: 
*Fitzgibbon Street, DMR North Division – 
18 July 1969 
*Store Street DMR N/C – 7 November 
1969 
*Corrigans Co. Donegal – 23 November 
1978 
*Burnfoot Co. Donegal – 4 May 1979 
*Kilrush Co. Kildare – 23 August 1979 
*Clondalkin DMR West – 7 January 1982 
*Store Street DMR North Central – 9 
July 1982 until he retired on 3 December 
2001.  

 In the process he met his beloved 
wife Ann (nee ‘Gaffney’, a native of 
Roscommon). Even then there was an 
accommodation problem, he lived in 
the attic in Fitzgibbon Street with new 
colleagues. ‘Good crack’ he said! 

 They reared  four children – David, 
Shane, William and Suzanna and he 
was a cherished grandad to their five 
grandchildren.  He made great friends in 
Dublin, particularly his late great colleague 
Garda Frank Meehan (Store Street). 
 Thomas was very fair with everyone he 
knew ‘not Cork on a Munster Final Hurling 
day or Kerry vs Cork football in July or 
Killarney day’. Thomas bumped into ‘Lugs’ 
Brannigan a few times in Fitzgibbon Street 
and learned a few ‘tricks of the trade’. 
Thomas was a gentleman who had time to 
tell many stories; Kerry people sometimes 
can’t stop talking! 
 He was a keen follower of Kerry GAA 
hurling and football and even Dublin and 
snooker. He liked playing cards in O’Shea’s 
on Merchants Quay. He was a good 
husband and father.  
 When you were in the car with him 
there was a lot of talking. He had high 
regards for Brendan Wright, Brendan 
Beattie and Dermot Keyes. He also 
admired Supt Gannon (Pearse Street) and 
the ‘Pillar’ Paul Caffery.  
 Thomas passed away peacefully after a 
long illness surrounded by his loving family 

May he Rest in Peace 

THOMAS F. LEEN
Drumcondra, Dublin 
Birthplace: Kilflynn, Co. 
Kerry.
Rank: Sergeant IC/SHO  
Reg No: 17425D (C36) 
Retired: 3 December 2001 
Date of Death: 24 March 
2019 
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TOM ENRIGHT
Scart, Milford, 
Co. Cork 
Birthplace: Carrig Island,  
Ballylongford, Co. Kerry 
Rank: Sergeant 
Reg. No: 10921E 
Retired: 3 July 1989 
Date of Death: 25 August 
2019 

Tom Enright was born and reared 
on Carrig Island at the mouth of the 
Shannon near Ballylongford, Co. Kerry. 
The youngest of five, he joined An Garda 
Síochána in November 1954, following 
in the footsteps of his two older brothers 
Mick and Jim. 
 He was first stationed in Birr and 
Kilcormac in Co. Offaly, after which he 
moved to Baltinglass and Naas where 
his brother Mick was a Detective. On 
promotion to Sergeant he moved to 
Lorrha in North Tipperary and it was here 
that he met his wife Ena.  
 After stints in Mallow and Abbeyfeale 
they finally put down roots in the village 
of Milford where Tom served the local 
communities of Milford, Dromina, 
Newtown and Tullylease for 20 years.  
 He became an integral and trusted part 
of the community and was known to all 
as ‘Big Tom’. He was known, in particular, 
for making time to call on the older and 
more isolated people of the area and was 
a great comfort to them. 
 During ‘The Troubles’, like many of 
his colleagues at the time, Tom was 
posted to the Border where he served 

at Hackballscross near Dundalk and 
Scotstown in Co. Monaghan. During this 
dangerous time there were several near 
misses including a bomb which went off 
near the station. He also served some time 
as a Driving Instructor in Templemore. 
 Outside of his Garda career, Tom was 
happiest in the great outdoors. He loved 
hunting and fishing and was an active 
member of the Milford Gun Cub where 
he was involved with the breeding of 
pheasants for release to the wild. He also 
loved his garden and spent many the 
contented evening tending to it. He never 
lost the love for his native Kerry and was a 
staunch supporter of the Kerry GAA team. 
 Tom passed away peacefully at the age 
of 86 on 25 August 2019 after a short 
time at Croagh Nursing Home in County 
Limerick. He is deeply missed by his wife 
Ena, daughter Breda and sons Sean, 
Declan and Brian who would like to thank 
all the serving and retired members of the 
force who came from far and wide to pay 
their respects at his passing. The guard 
of honour and support were very much 
appreciated. 
Ar dheis De go raibh a anam dílis. 

Bill Bell was extremely proud of Kenmare 
where he was raised, went to school and 
enjoyed outdoor plus sporting activities. 
On completion of his education he 
followed his brother John’s foot-steps and 
joined An Gárda Síochána on 21 August 
1958. After his passing-out parade in 
the Phoenix Park Garda Depot, Bill was 
allocated to Tullamore Station, Co. Offaly. 
 In early 1960, Garda Bell was one of 
many colleagues sent on border duties. 
He was posted to the small village 
of Clontibret in Co. Monaghan and 
remained there for two years. When the 
border campaign ended Garda Bell was 
transferred to Clonakilty in West Cork 
where he successfully completed Garda 
clerical examinations.  
 His next move took him back to 
Monaghan in 1965 to fill a vacancy for an 
assistant District Clerk. One year later he 
took a clerical appointment in Garda HQ 
Phoenix Park. In 1968 he moved back to 
Cork to fill a clerical vacancy at Blarney 
Garda District HQ and remained there until 
1976 when he was posted to the Cork 

E.R. Divisional Office. After 15 happy years 
at Union Quay Station he made a decision 
to retire and enjoy life with his family and 
grandchildren. 
 In April 1968, Bill and his girlfriend 
Nurse Carrie Doran were married in Rome, 
They raised a family of four boys: Alan, 
Colin, Ian and Karl. Bill had a great interest 
in sports and always enjoyed the Kingdom 
playing in the football championships. 
 Fly-fishing took him regularly back to 
the rivers and lakes near Kenmare. He had 
a deep interest in gardening where he 
spent hours attending to shrubs, flowers 
and plants.  
 Bill is sadly missed by his wife: 
Carrie, sons: Alan, Colin, Ian and Karl, 
Grandchildren: Chloe, Sophia, Aoife and 
Aaron, Daughter-in-Laws: Natasha, Aisling 
and Eithne. 
 Carrie and the Bell family wish to 
acknowledge the support of neighbours, 
friends and colleagues at the funeral 
services. 

Ar dheas Dé go raibh a anam. 

WILLIAM (BILL) BELL 
Grange, Douglas, 
Cork. 
Birthplace: Kenmare, Co. 
Kerry. 
Rank: Garda. 
Reg. No. 13584D 
Date of Death: 26 
September 2019 
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• CASTLECOMER GARDAÍ (1984) 
Photograph taken outside the front door of the Garda 
Station in Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny: Pictured (l-r): Garda 
Eamon Boland, Garda Paul Flannery, Garda Tom Walsh, Garda 
Tony O’Donnell and Garda Christy Lynch. Centre is Sgt Eoin 
McEntee (who retired in June 1984). (Photo courtesy of Joan 
Flannery, wife of Garda Paul Flannery) 

• GARDA TEAM ON UN MISSION TO ANGOLA, 
WEST AFRICA

Garda members from the second UN mission (UNAVEM II) to 
Angola in West Africa (from September 1991 until November 
1992) following the first UN mission to Namibia.  
Back Row (l-r): Garda Gerry Lee (Kerry) and Garda Tom 
Lundon (Dublin). 
Middle Row (l-r): Garda Michael Walsh (Wexford), Garda 
Frank Broadrick (Galway), Garda Jarlath Folan (Galway), Garda 
John O’Toole (Donegal) and Garda Tony O’Connor (Cork). 
Front Row (l-r): Sgt Leo McGinn (Dundalk), Inspector P.J. 
McGowan (Dublin) and Garda Pat Murphy (Cork). (Photo 
courtesy of Pat Murphy, Cork City Branch) 

(Garda Tom Lundon, Sgt Leo McGinn and Inspector P.J. 
McGowan were also part of An Garda Síochána’s first mission 
in Namibia).  
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• TRAINEE GARDAÍ AT THE DEPOT (SEPTEMBER 
1954)

Trainee Gardaí pictured at the Garda Depot in the Phoenix 
Park in September 1954 were (l-r): M. O’Hanlon (Tipperary), 
Peter J. Murphy (Cork), J. McDonagh (Mayo) and M. Timlin 
(Mayo). (Photo courtesy of Clare Murphy, wife of late Peter J. 
Murphy (10830H) Cork City Branch) 

• MEMBERS OF THE MARCH 1969 CLASS 
Perhaps someone can fill in the unknown names and/or correct 
others? (Photo courtesy of John O’Donoghue, Sligo Branch)
Front Row (l-r): P Hartnett, Bernie Hanley, Chris McGrath, 
unknown, unknown, and Tom Leane.  
Second Row (l-r): Donal Cullinane, unknown, Des Fay, Sgt 
McMahon, Sgt Wall, Brendan Heenahan, and Wm., Rea. 
Shankill:
Third Row (l-r): Pat Wheelman, Clancy, unknown, Donal Nash, 
unknown, Shaugnashey. 
Back Row (l-r): unknown, Paddy Walsh, J. O’Donoghue, 
Dennis Connolly, Paddy Browne, D. Kirrane, unknown.



 

• ‘EXPO 2000’ HANNOVER, GERMANY (11 OCT-3 NOV 2000) 
The Irish Delegation who worked on the Police Project at Expo 2000 in 
Hannover, Germany, at Expo 2000: 
Back Row (l-r): Sgt Liam Hughes (Fitzgibbon Street), Garda James 
O’Sullivan (Detective Unit, Tallaght), Garda Paul O’Connor (Garda Press 
Office), Inspector Brendan Mangan (Office of Deputy Commissioner of 
Operations, Garda HQ), Sgt Brendan Costello (Garda Press Office). 
Front Row (l-r): Inspector Patrick Leahy (Pearse Street), Inspector John 
Roche (Dun Laoghaire), Supt Noel McLoughlin (Fitzgibbon Street), Sgt 
Michel O’Donoghue (Anglesea Street), Garda Seamus Phillips (Mill Street, 
Galway). 
(Photo courtesy of Noel McLoughlin, Dublin North Branch) 
 

• FINGERPRINT COURSE IN GARDA 
DEPOT (1948)  

Back Row (l-r): Peter McGing, John O’Driscoll, 
Seamus Burke, Michael Hayden, Michael Mulderrig 
and Timothy Farrell. 

Front Row (I-r): Maurice Kelly, James Clarke, 
Patrick C. Browne, Michael Burke, Daniel Friel and 
Patrick Kearney. 
(Photo courtesy of Donal Friel, son of the late Daniel 
Friel) 
 

Síocháin   107

ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

• OFFICIAL OPENING OF SHANKILL GARDA STATION (JUNE 1990)  
Front Row (l-r): Assistant Commissioner Hugh Shreenan, Inspector Ken Lambe, Sgt Jim Dunleavy, Commissioner E.C. Crowley, Des 
Matthew (Secretary at the Department of Justice), Assistant Commissioner Tommy Reilly, Chief Supt Bill Herlihy and Garda Patricia 
Lynch  
Back Row (l-r): Supt Ned Wolfe, Garda Tony McLoughlin, Garda Willie Ryan, Garda Gerry Davoren, Sgt Dave O’Carroll, Garda 
Maurice O’Regan, Garda Tim Farrell, Garda Pat Ambrose, Sgt Larry Mythen, Garda Mick Flanagan, Garda Paul Fox, Garda Donal 
O’Connor, Garda Brendan Thornhill, Sgt  Tom O’Rourke, Garda Gabriel O’Donoghue, Garda Jim Davis, Sgt Eddie Ryan and Sgt Oliver 
Coyne.
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• UNIT C - ‘F’ DISTRICT CHRISTMAS PARTY AT 
ROYAL MARINE HOTEL, DUN LAOGHAIRE 
(1987)

Seated (l-r): Tim Walsh, Pat Maguire, Ray Murphy, Eamonn 
Barry, John O’Driscoll, Pat Diggin and Teresa O’Brien. 
Standing (l-r): John Hand, Ray Jackman, Paul Warren, Conal 
Mallen, Brendan Considine, Brendan Kiernan, Dervil Supple, 
Ciaran McGuinness, Gerry Finan, Liam Farrell and Pat Clavin.  

• MEMBERS OF ‘B’ CLASS 1972 
Front Row (l-r): JJ Barry, Richard Ryan, Christy Hennessy, Sgt 
Tom Murphy, Sgt John Long, Austin Foran, Matthew Conlon, 
Thomas Gallagher and Henry Byrne. 
Middle Row (l-r): Padraic Conlon, Michael Tierney, Edward 
Fitzgerald, James Flanagan, Richard McCarthy, James Kildea, 
John Duffy, Michael Dineen and Michael Sweeny. 
Back Row (l-r): Peter Finn, Laurence Kelly, Colum Murray, 
James Gavigan, Thomas Linehan, Thomas Flanagan, Gerard 
Nohilly, John Noonan and PJ Curran.  
(Photo courtesy of John Duffy, Dublin West Branch)   

• DETECTIVE TRAINING COURSE 1980  
Back Row (l-r): Mick Kelleher, John Grant, Dermot O’Donnell, 
Hughie Devine, Dermot O’Neill ,Gerry Deegan and Pat Treacy. 
Middle Row (l-r): Stephen Sheerin, Bill Donegan, Mick 
O’Connell, Pat Bane, Gerry Healy, Joe Shelly and Jim Mitchell. 
Front Row (l-r): Vincent Farrell, John Harrington, Freddie 
McGonigle (Course Director),  Catherine Clancy, Supt John 
Nolan (Technical Bureau), Richie Ryan and John Masterson. 

(Photo courtesy of Stephen Sheerin, Dublin South Branch) 

• ENNISCORTHY GARDA STATION (CIRCA. 
1922/23) 

First photo taken of the Garda station party at Enniscorthy, Co. 
Wexford 
James Hugh Connolly (second from left), next is Sgt Pat 
Brogan and Supt Nicky Walsh. Other names include James 
Fingleton and Kelly. Sgt Pat Brogan was later Sgt I/C in 
Clonakilty, Co. Cork, where James Hugh Connolly also ended 
up his service. (Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch) 

The photo was presented by former D/Supt Tom Connolly (son 
of James Hugh Connolly, who had served as District Clerk in 
Enniscorthy until 1933 when he went on transfer to Charlville 
in Co. Cork and then to his final station in Clonakilty, Co. Cork 
in February 1944. He retired from the force on 19 June 1957 
having served for 34 years and 218 days). 
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• WEXFORD TEAM IN ALL-
IRELAND GARDA HURLING 
FINAL (LATE 70s/EARLY 80s)    

Back Row (l-r): L. Doyle, O. Hurley, 
K. McDonnell, L. Galvin, P. Mulcahy, 
M. McCarthy, T. Aherne, T. Murphy, D. 
Fitzgerald, P. Flynn, T. Fagan, T. Byrne 
and B. Thomspon. 

Front Row (l-r): S. O’Leary, J. Kane, F. 
Moran, G. Rankin, S. Brophy, D. Behan, 
T. Dunphy, A. Coughlan, T. Flynn, P. 
Phelan and L. Brennan (son of T. Flynn).  
(Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford 
Branch) 

• MOUNTJOY GARDA STATION 
CHRISTMAS PARTY   

Pictured (l-r): Pat Reynolds, John Glennon, Tom C. 
O’Malley, Noel McCabe, Paddy Daly. 
Front: Noel Kelleher. 
(Photo courtesy of Sylvia Joy, daughter of Barry Joy)   

• POPE JOHN PAUL II RECOGNISES CHARITABLE 
WORK (1992)     

The late Pope John Paul II presented GSRMA Member John Barry 
and his wife Kay with rosary beads during an audience with the 
Pope in 1992, in recognition of the outstanding charitable work 
of John’s wife during the Balkan Conflict. (Photo courtesy of 
John Barry, Dublin North Branch) 
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• FINAL DAY AT THE OLD TRALEE GARDA STATION (1983)   
Front Row (l-r): Sgt John Murphy, Ann McCarthy, Eileen Hickey, Breda Egan, Sheila Meade, D/Garda Mick Smith, Inspector Tom 
Lally, Chief Supt John Doyle, Supt John Riordan, Sgt Pat Malone, Garda Pat Joyce, Garda Deirdre Murphy, Garda Brendan McCarthy, 
Garda Jerry Quinlan and Garda Kevin Hunt. 
Back Row (l-r): D/Garda Bill Cregan, Garda Aidan Smith, Sgt John Deely (CPO), Garda Jerry Twomey - PSV Inspector Sgt Pat 
Murphy, D/Garda Pat Kellegher, Sgt Tony Cahill, Garda Paul Browne, Frank O’Brien (Building Contractor), Garda Mick O’Neill, Garda 
Mick Herbert, Garda Niall Scott, Garda Mick Quinn, Sgt Mick Donovan, Garda Liam Moloney, Garda Tadhg Cronin and Garda Eoin 
Moynihan. 
(Photo courtesy of Donie Morgan, Tralee Branch) 

• ROSCOMMON STATION PARTY (CIRCA. 1950)     
Can anyone identify the member at the rear (red arrowed) in 
this photograph of a station party at Roscommon Garda Station 
(circa. 1950)? 
Seated (l-r): Sergeants Cronin, McNamara and Brophy. 
Middle Row (l-r): Gardaí Geary, Quinn, Costello, Downey, 
Henry, Maher and Givens. 
Back Row (l-r): Gardaí Tierney and Mugan. 
(Photo courtesy of Noel Geary, Naas Branch) 

• GARDA TRAFFIC OFFICER GARDA JAMES 
‘BIMBO’ WARD    

As far as we can ascertain Garda Ward’s Registration Number 
was 15966. (Photograph courtesy of Pat McGee, Kildare 
North Branch. P.J O’Connor is accredited with identifying the 
subject) 
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• FINAL DAY AT THE OLD TALLAGHT GARDA 
STATION (30 JUNE 1986)     

Pictured (l-r): Garda Mark Redmond, Garda Brian McHale, 
Garda Mick Boland, Sgt Aiden Kelliher, Sgt Denis Hilliard, Garda 
John Quinn and Garda N. Collins. (Photo courtesy of Brian 
McHale, Mullingar Branch) 

• SCOTT MEDAL FOR SGT PETER O’REILLY, 
RAHENY GARDA STATION    

The story of the valour of Raheny Gardaí goes back to the 
early days of the original station in Main Street, which had 
replaced the now demolished RIC Barracks, situated down 
a lane from Raheny Cottages on Watermill Road, almost 
opposite the entrance to Watermill Drive. Indeed, it was still in 
the days of communications by ‘Morse’ code.  
 An armed robber had escaped on his bicycle with a haul 
from a bank in Howth and was believed to be heading back 
towards the city. This information was tapped out by Howth 
Gardaí to the then handful of their colleagues in Raheny, on 
foot of which Sgt Peter O’Reilly, a member of an old family in 
the village, mounted his bike and outflanked the fugitive by 
cycling along the lane that is now All Saints Road.  
 Sgt O’Reilly laid in ambush in the lane at its junction 
with the Howth Road and waited for his quarry, whom 
he disarmed, relieved of his booty and arrested. He was 
subsequently awarded the Scott Medal, which is still treasured 
by the family, some of whom still live locally. 

Sgt Peter O’Reilly (pictured above on the right) on duty at the 
old Raheny Garda Station in 1930.  

(Photo courtesy of Patrick O’Gorman, Dublin North Branch) 

• LAOIS/OFFALY GARDA DIVISIONAL TEAM     
Laois/Offaly Garda Divisional Team – beaten by Cavan/
Monaghan Divisional Team in the 1978 All Ireland Final in Croke 
Park – who were comprised of mainly all present or former 
inter-county player’s had their hearts broken in extra time by 
the legendary Matt Connor. If it had been a few years later he 
would have been their team mate!  

Back Row (l-r): John Flanagan, unknown, Brendan Fayne, 
Seamus (smiler) Fitzgerald, unknown, Martin Carty, John 
O’Gara, Martin O’Connor and Andy Fahey. 
Front Row (l-r): John Keane, Pat (little doc) Hasset, Kevin 
Donohoe, Seamus (skins) Fitzgerald, Frank Ward, John Egan, 
unknown, and Denis Ahearne. 
(Photo courtesy of Larry O’Hara, Fermoy Branch) 

• POITIN STILL CAPTURED OUTSIDE LIMERICK 
(1995) 

Sgt Tom Carroll and Garda Denis O’Callaghan (15766L) from 
Ardnacrusha Garda Station pictured after capturing a poitin 
still in the Clare hills outside Limerick city in December 1995. 
(Photo courtesy of Denis O’Callaghan, Limerick City Branch) 



SUMMER CROSSWORD 
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD

Please send completed 
entries to ‘Summer 2020 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 31 July 2020. 

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No. Branch:
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Congratulations to 
Michael James Darcy, Ennis, Co. Clare

Winner of the Spring 2020 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!
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Congratulations to 
Michael James Darcy, Ennis, Co. Clare

Winner of the Spring 2020 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Spring 2020
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Across. 
1 Find out so that you can be sure in the end. (9)
6 Extravagant style and elaborate ritual employed during a 
great occasion. (4)
11 There’s a pretty uncommon answer to this! (7)
12 What a unicyclist has only one of. (5)
13 Get a small part in crowd scene in movie. (5)
14 Very serious crime - of a crooked senator, for instance? 
(7)
16 Fedora, trilby, boater, bowler, top? Whatever, it goes on 
ahead. (3)
17 Rookie just being taught the ropes? (7)
19 Speaking absolute rubbish. (6)
20 When playing 25, it’s the best suit for gardeners and 
navvies. (6)
26 Rhymes with 9 Down but it goes on the dessert, not the 
main course. (7)
28 The second person according to a grammarian. (3)
29 A secret one might send someone a Valentine’s Day card, 
signed ‘Guess Who’. (7)
31 Hatred, disgust and contempt. (5)
32 Encore in English. (5)
33 One who reports seeing someone actually committing a 
crime. (7)
35 Achilles’ vulnerable spot. (4)
36 Europe, for instance. (9)

Down 
2 Froth blown of a rough sea. (5)
3 Large flightless bird. (3)
4 Natural gifts (7)
5 Use alternative in place of. (7)
7 They cost business people. (9)
8 Showing good manners and consideration. (7)
9 It’s hot stuff for diners. (7)
10 Mark who wrote about Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. 
(5)
15 A secure place to keep items of value. (4)
18 Move around, like the blood in your body. (9)
21 Baby buggy. (4)
22 Make a quick meal by putting lots of ingredients together 
in a pan and cooking quickly. (4-3)
23 A member of the Cosa Nostra in America. (7)
24 Insistent and with a belief that can’t be changed. (7)
25 Does it run alongside a by-road? (2-4)
27 Small cake or bun often containing currants or raisins. (5)
30 Sticky stuff made from the sap of some trees. (5)
34 Cheat someone by subterfuge. (3)



€12K RAISED FOR CHARITY AT 
RETIREMENT PARTY  

REUNION FOR CLASS OF OCTOBER 1969 

The photograph on the bottom of Page 104 in the Spring 2020 issue is the ‘Class 1969 Reunion’ taken in September 
2019, instead of Cork West Branch get-together. The front row should include the name Tom Kennedy, seated between 
Frank Harrington and Tom Moynihan. Note “members’ was also spelt incorrectly. Sorry for any confusion caused. 

CLASS OF AUGUST 1969 REUNION

Mallow Branch member Sgt Daniel 
Murphy raised over €12,000 for 
‘Cancer Connect’ charity, with the help 
of his serving and retired colleagues 
from Mallow Garda District, by running 
a very successful charity concert at his 
retirement function on 6 December 
2019, headed by Liam O’Connor and 
Micheal O’Muircheartaigh.  

On 17 October 2019 the Class of October 1969 held a 
50-year reunion in Athlone’s Sheraton Hotel. Attended 
by 18 classmates a very pleasant few hours were 
enjoyed by all. 
 (Photo courtesy of Michael Forde, Dublin South 
Branch) 

Members at the 1969 Class Reunion pictured at a social gathering:  
Back Row (l-r): Patrick Gleeson, Jim Marks, Peter McGarry, Michael Heerey, Pat Flynn, Jim Cremin, Seamus Murphy, 
Liam Ryan and John Costelloe. 
Middle Row (l-r): Mary Kerrisk, Madge Marks, Breda McGarry, Mary Cremin, Mary Foley, Mamie Murphy, Mary 
Kennedy and Catherine Ryan. 
Front Row (l-r):  Pat Shanahan, Neil Kelly, Michael Byrne, Jack Foley, Derry Kerrisk, Frank Harrington, Tom Kennedy 
and Tom Moynihan. 

Retired Sgt Daniel Murphy pictured with Inspector Joe O’Connor at 
Middleton Garda Station on 5 December 2019.

114  Síocháin 

In The Frame



Supt Tommy Boyle, conductor of the Garda Band.Garda Band members Mick 
Lang and John Roche.

NEW RECRUIT REACHES HIS GOAL TO BECOME 
A GARDA! 

SINGERS IN THE 
GARDA BAND 

‘YOUNG LONDON BOBBY’ GERARD ADLEY

GSRMA Member Stephen Shevlin, Donegal North 
Branch, pictured with his grandson Garda Shaun 
Patton at the Passing Out Parade in Templemore on 
21 February 2020.  
 Shaun, who is now stationed in Navan, 
plays with Donegal Senior GAA Team as their 
goalkeeper. He had also previously played for a few 
years as the goalkeeper with Derry City, Finn Harps 
and Sligo Rovers. GSRMA wish Shaun the best of 
luck in his chosen career as a member of An Garda 
Síochána. 

John Roche and Mick 
Lang used to sing with 
the Garda Band and 
are pictured here on a 
trip to Zürich for the 
International Police 
Music Festival. 

(Photos courtesy of 
John’s son Jonah 
Roche)

Photograph of GSRMA Associate Member Gerard Adley 
as a young London Bobby was taken in 1967. He retired 
from the Metropolitan Police London as a Detective Chief 
Inspector in 1995 after 30 years. (Photo courtesy of Gerald 
Adley) 
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A Late Call
By William Keaveney, Dun Laoghaire Branch 

The hour is late in a certain bar, 
People talk in relaxed voices; 
But two loud knocks on the door, 
And this pub is in a crisis. 

The owner’s eyes run ‘round the room, 
Making contact with each drinker; 
While standing still behind the till, 
He commands with upraised finger. 

The lights go out; all voices cease; 
There is a perfect silence; 
But the dreaded knock comes again, 
With a new, more urgent violence. 

No pint is supped; all breathing stops; 
The air with fear is pregnant; 
The patrons shuffle towards the rear, 
To stand now they are reluctant. 

It is every drinker for himself, 
To flee no one needs urging; 
Already some are out the door, 
Across high walls they’re surging. 

Still smoking butts are rudely crushed, 
The small burns do not matter; 
Abandoned drinks flow down the sink, 
Wet glasses to the washer. 

The counter gets a hasty wipe, 
All business signs are banished; 
The landlord now can open up, 
For his clientele have vanished. 

But his worst fears are only fears, 
It’s not a foe who enters; 
John Tom wants to use the ‘phone, 
Call a doctor for his sister. 

A round is called, ‘Upon the house’, 
The darkened lamps re-lighted; 
As patrons polish off free-drinks, 
Our landlord smiles, delighted! 
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The Virus
By Maeve Furey, Laois Branch 

“Things will never be the same again” 
“Don’t say that! Of course they will.  
After a while everything will go back to normal.” 

But, not for me it won’t.  
For never again will I complain as I sit three lanes 
deep in rush hour traffic  
watching irate workers jostling for the faster lane,  
each thinking their need is greater than the others.  

Never again will I look down on those who queue 
overnight for tickets for their favourite show;  
nor will I complain about the crowds in the 
supermarket at Christmas  
stocking up for parties and celebrations.  

Never again will I condemn the street party still 
ongoing at 3am  
when I must rise for work at 6am.  
Tossing and turning in my bed berating them for their 
drunken folly.  

Not for me to give out about the revving engines and 
loud music  
from the young lads at the end of my street. 
As they shout and joke whether coilovers or air gives 
you a better ride.  

Nor will I get angry over the parents who double park 
outside the school  
as they drop off or collect their kids.  

 And most if all I will never again moan  
about the noise of the children screaming in 
playgrounds.  

For I have heard the sound of silence.... 
And it deafened and defeated me.  
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No Fond Farewells 
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch 

Dedicated to all victims of Covid-19 and frontline 
workers who give off themselves to save others.

Lights dim as the world fades 
To viral entities that spread, 
No human discourse of any kind, 
But deaths spectre hangs in 
Wistful wait. 

Mourn not those who’ve died, 
But wait in anticipation 
For those who live. 
Shuddering breaths in 
oxygenated tents, 
Belies the heartbreak to 
Nightingales sent. 

Thousands lost as thousands live, 
We are as one confined 
To give, 
Silent screams and all is quiet, 
No goodbyes no fond farewells. 

The Hug
By Michael O’Connor, Sligo-Leitrim Branch  

The sands of time move in slow motion, 
As they fall in the glass from above. 
How I wish this cocooning was over, 
All I want is to give you a hug. 

Though we meet through the glass of the window, 
Where we chat and most days shed a tear, 
You are stoic in self isolation, 
I wish that glass would disappear. 

So, when this pandemic is over, 
I’m hoping that soon now it should, 
We will meet once again on the doorstep 
Where we’ll give to each other a hug 
Can’t wait to give you a hug. 

Remembering 
Jimmy Dromey  
By Michael Dalton, Offaly Branch 

Jimmy Dromey was born on a farm near the site of Kilmichael 
Ambush in Co. Cork and he never forgot his native place. 
In his teens he took to writing poetry for enjoyment. He was 
educated at Shancashel National School, Macroom Secondary 
School and Trinity College, Dublin. He became a member of An 
Garda Síochána and was subsequently promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant. He was later transferred to Tullamore as Inspector of 
Weights and Measures for the County of Offaly, a position he 
held until his retirement in 1986.  
 There are 49 beautiful poems in ‘Country Rambles’ – the 
language is always simple, making his work a delight to read. 
The subjects are things and places which we can all relate to. 
The following is one of those poems. 

The Old Oak Tree At Charleville Castle 

How often have I gazed upon your form 
As something sacred, steadfast and sublime; 
The solemnity and silence of your being 
Holds all the glory of the Summer time. 

What countless generations you have known, 
Of birds and bees, of teeming ants and flies, 
That in your bosom hummed their lives away 
In summer days and balmy summer nights. 

Quietly you whisper there, serenely green, 
Breathing soft murmurs in the fragrant air. 
And swaying in the warm evening breeze - 
A towering canopy of foliage you wear. 

Your limbs are clothed in their beauteous garb, 
And lovers’ trysting haunt beneath your bough 
Is where their forbears in forgotten years 
Have heard your sleeping breath as youth do now. 

Though you were but a sapling weak and frail. 
The hands that planted you long laid to rest, 
You still survive majestically tall 
Through centuries when war and strife oppressed. 
May god look down with love 
Until we all will meet again 
In that great field above 
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A Tribute to 
John Morley 
By Martin Fitzpatrick, Limerick City Branch 

God rest you brave John Morley 
Beneath the hollowed day in Knock  
While Ireland mourns your passing  
And while Mayo is still in shock  
With your comrade Henry Byrne 
You were killed by evil men 
And your life blood they set flowing  
Near the woodlands of Loughlinn. 

Had you been born with lesser heart  
Your life might still go on  
But courage was your middle name  
And so you left us John  
And while we mourn that one so young  
As you have left our side 
The memory of your shining life  
With us will still abide.  

For a decade and a half or so 
You wore the red and green  
At centre back to repel attacks 
Your likes was seldom seen 
Many a man with goal in mind 
Came crashing to the ground 
Put there by mighty Morley 
As you turned the game around 

In your native Knock you are resting now 
No more to play the game 
But while football is played in Ireland 
We will not forget your name 
On your grieving wife and children  
May god look down with love 
Until we all will meet again 
In that great field above 

In tribute to John Morley on the 40th anniversary of 
his murder. 

1980 Murder of Garda Henry 
Byrne and D/Garda John 
Morley 

On the afternoon of 7 July 1980, three armed 
and masked men robbed the Bank of Ireland in 
Ballaghadereen. The group held staff and customers 
at gunpoint before leaving with IR£41,000. Two 
unarmed Gardaí arrived on the scene and were forced 
to lie on the ground at gunpoint. The criminals drove 
away from the bank in a stolen car, which they 
abandoned and set on fire a short distance from the 
town.  

They changed to another stolen car and then drove 
towards Shannon’s Cross, Loughglinn. Unknown 
to them, a Garda patrol car manned by four Gardaí 
was approaching that same location from a different 
direction.   

The driver of the car was Garda Derek O’Kelly and 
the front seat passenger was Sgt Mick O’Malley, 
seated in the back seats were Detective Garda John 
Morley immediately behind the driver. Garda Henry 
Byrne was seated behind the front seat passenger. The 
patrol car had been alerted to the raid in Castlerea 
and had the first three Gardaí on board when they 
encountered Garda Henry Byrne on the Main Street 
and he joined them at that point.  

Both cars collided at Shannon’s Cross. The raiders 
opened fire and Garda Henry Byrne was shot in the 
head and died instantly. The three raiders fired on the 
garda car. John Morley fired on the riders from inside 
the garda car.  

The raiders abandoned their car. At this stage, John 
Morley was moving on foot following the raiders. 
There was an exchange of gunfire, he fired a number 
of shots, but was hit by a shotgun blast to his femoral 
artery. He died in the arms of a colleague.  The raiders 
made their escape after the exchange of gunfire.  

We Shall Remember Them 

Oakston Property Company Limited
2 Prospect Court, Prospect Ave.,
Glasnevin, Dublin, D09 YX54.



Oakston Property Company Limited
2 Prospect Court, Prospect Ave.,
Glasnevin, Dublin, D09 YX54.
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SAFETY GUIDELINES 
TO PACK FOR THE 

BEACH! 

Drowning research has established that convenience 
is a common reason for choosing a beach...“I want 

to park where we can sit, so we don’t have to carry our 
beach equipment too far” is often a main reason. 
 However, with travel restrictions now in place since 
the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, if you live close 
to the beach you are one of the lucky ones!  
 If you take your grandchildren to an un-lifeguarded 
beach you become the lifeguard! You must identify 
hazards, take preventative actions, undertake rescues and 
be able to perform resuscitation.  
 An event does not have to be life-threatening to spoil 
your outing. Lifeguards treat more foot injuries than they 
perform drowning rescues. If you walk in shallow water 
wear footwear. You do not want to step on a weever 
fish, jellyfish tentacles, or a broken shell. SO, pack a first 
aid kit with antihistamine cream for stings. There is no 
such thing as a safe beach. Lifeguards working a beach 
make it safer but cannot make a beach completely safe.  

SUPERVISION AT ALL TIMES 
You are responsible for the safety of your grandchildren. 
Children drown from a lapse in supervision, not a lack of 
supervision. The phone rings and you are distracted. If 
you cannot concentrate on watching your grandchildren 
in water, then take them out of the water.  
 Adults should always be in the water with children 
and be able to see all of them. You have only two hands, 
so if more than two children are with you and you need 
to get them out quickly you will have to decide who you 
will leave to save themselves.  
 Before entering the water the adults present should 
agree who each will watch. Drowning is often silent. You 
cannot supervise children while sunbathing or reading.  
 It is our positive assumptions that kill our children. 
One deadly assumption is that children are safe because 
they can swim. Swimming is not a vaccination against 
drowning.  
 The majority of those who die by drowning in Ireland 

Based on 50 years of 
lifesaving experience, 30 
years as a pool and beach 
lifeguard and 10 years as 
a grandad, John Connolly 
from The Lifesaving 
Foundation, provides 
some safety tips for 
grandparents who may be 
taking their grandchildren 
to the beach during the 
summer – all within the 
current travel restrictions 
of course! 

There is no such thing as a safe beach and lifeguards cannot make a beach 
completely safe.  
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can swim. If you experience breathing difficulty in water 
you are drowning. Drowning has four possible outcomes 
according to the length of time you are unable to breathe 
– survival without injury, survival with short-term injury, 
survival with long-term injury, and death. Often there is a 
child in a coma in hospital in Ireland with brain damage 
from drowning.  

BEWARE OF THE BIG WAVES 
Parents often exercise a lower level of supervision of 
children who can swim than of children who cannot 
swim. Swimmers often overestimate their swimming 
ability. Young men can take chances based on a false 
assumption that if they get into difficulty they can swim 
to safety. 
 Newspaper headlines use the term ‘rogue wave’ but 
big waves are a regular feature. It is a given – big waves 
will come. A wave doesn’t have to be very big to knock 
over a child and roll them around underwater during 
which they may inhale water. Never stand with your back 
to waves.  
 Tell the children that if they are caught up in a wave 
they should turn themselves into a ball and hold their 
breath. The wave will roll them about and they will return 
to the surface - like a ball. 
 Do not be casual because the water is calm and flat. 
There may be hidden holes and sandbanks. Flat water 
encourages the use of floating toys. The off-shore wind 
that flattens the water also blows inflatables out to sea. 
All inflatables should be attached by a rope to an adult or 
an anchor. Lifejackets should be worn.  
 A lifejacket must be tight around the body otherwise 
there is a risk that having fallen into water the lifejacket 
stays up on top and the child sinks down out of it. 
Swimmers swimming out after inflatables face the risk of 
drowning. You can buy a new ball but not a new life! 

DANGER OF RIP CURRENTS 
Drowning individuals usually don’t stay on top of the 
water for long. Those searching for a child’s body 
underwater often have to use their feet to feel for it. This 
is why it is so important to be in the water with children. 
If they submerge it can be very difficult to find them 
quickly and you need to find them quickly. The water 
often moves swimmers and bodies sideways.  
 Lifeguards will have identified any rip currents present. 
All of the water that comes onto a beach leaves it. The 

water will dig a 
narrow channel out 
into deep water 
creating a powerful 
current. If you enter 
the current it will 
bring you out into 
deep water until 
it loses power. 
Because the water 
is deeper in a rip 
current it is common 
not to have waves 
break there.  
 The water colour 
is darker because it 
is deeper and the 
sand is disturbed. 
If you take children 
to an un-lifeguarded beach you have to check for rip 
currents. The fact that there are no waves in a rip may lure 
innocent bathers into it wrongly believing that it is safer 
there for children.  
 If caught in a rip current, swim sideways or float on 
your back until the water releases you. Children should 
know how to float on their back. Tell them if they get into 
trouble float on their back, kick their legs and wave for 
help. 

ARE YOU A GOOD LIFEGUARD? 
Most people know that the tide comes in (floods) and 
goes out (ebbs) regularly and may know that it is on a 
six-hour cycle and that full tide is approximately one hour 
later the next day. The water does not flood and ebb at an 
equal rate. You could be on a beach for the last two hours 
of an ebbing tide and the first two hours of a flooding 
tide and the water appears to move very little.  
 Come to the same place at the same time the next 
day and the tide will have moved on one hour. You will 
have the last hour of the ebbing tide and the first three 
hours of a flooding tide.  There will be little movement of 
water for the first two hours and a very large movement 
of water during the second two hours. The tide is a bell 
shaped wave. The largest movement of water is in the 
middle hours.  
 So, remember my first message – if you visit a beach 
that is not manned by a lifeguard, then you become the 
lifeguard. Are you a good lifeguard? 

John Connolly is Founder and 
Honorary Secretary of The 
Lifesaving Foundation – an Irish 
not-for-profit drowning prevention 
registered charity.  



You enter a crowded transport hall full of the faces of 
fellow passengers most of whom will be unknown to 

you. You have booked and paid your ticket to travel on a 
once-in-a-lifetime mystery journey. Probably in your early 
twenties you have considered this voyage for at least the 
past two or three years. 
 A guide will greet you; imparting a series of guidance 
notes and safety demonstrations, all with the intention of 
getting you there, hopefully in good health and fulfilled. 
This journey is one where the destination, mode of travel, 
accommodation stops, and the costs are flexible. 
 Along the way there will be junctions, crossroads, 
unclear signage, smooth and rough surfaces, short cuts, 
diversions, delays, breakdowns and nervous tensions 
before you reach journey’s end.  You have budgeted for 
anticipated expenses and all essential insurance cover is 
included.
 As you start your journey you carefully observe 
and study the idiosyncrasies of the other travellers. An 
abundance of sorts, consisting of a cast of the bellicose, 
studious, stragglers, malcontents, comedians, misfits and, 
of course, the ‘doubters’ category.  I cannot really figure 
him/her out just yet! All the personalities are there.
 Along the way some will abandon the expedition 
for a variety of reasons. The costs were too high, 
accommodations were not up to standard. Customer 

service was poor.  Food consumed en-route was a mixture 
of good, bad or indifferent. Complaints were ignored.  
 Most, however, will say ‘You know what, that was 
some experience’. ‘Overall, I have enjoyed it’. ‘Some 
great days, others not so much.’ All agree they certainly 
learned a lot and will impart their adventures afterwards 
to the great and the good willing to listen. Some have 
even formed romantic relationships and the future looks 
bright! All have kept the photographs and mementos 
gathered in their escapades for posterity. 

REFLECTING ON THE EXPEDITION
Travels concluded and finally at home – the reflection 
on the expedition begins. Was it surprisingly short or 
long? Tiring in places? Sites visited varied from the 
sublime to the horrendous.  Did it cost too much or was 
it unexpected good value? Persons encountered included 
the difficult, daft, ugly, sorrowful, dangerous; to the 
benign, gregarious, generous and possibly husband or 
wife material!
 Would I travel the same trip again? Who knows? 
Mixed feelings? Complete contentment or maybe a 
resolute ‘NO WAY’! Certainly, the speed and cost of travel 
have risen exponentially since you started. 
Reserved and first-class seats may still exist – but the 
price is high. The wisdom of hindsight is akin to having 
the answers to the questions before the course has 
commenced or the examination completed. A delightful 
folly!
 The character of Rustin Cohle from the crime series 
‘True Detective’ says, - “Time is a flat circle. Everything we 
have done, or will do, we will do over and over forever.” 
This is the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche’s 
theory of the Doctrine of Eternal Recurrence – the idea 
being that with infinite time, a finite number of events – 
will recur again and again indefinitely.           

“Doubt is an unpleasant condition – but certainty is 
an absurd one.”  Voltaire
 
How was your Garda journey?

LOOKING BACK ON TRAVEL 
DURING GARDA JOURNEY 

Pondering if he would travel the same Garda journey again, Edward Daly, Dublin North 
Branch has mixed feelings, and says that along the way some have abandoned  the 
expedition for a variety of reasons. However, he notes that the wisdom of hindsight is 
akin to having the answers to the questions before the course has commenced or the 
examination completed. 

AN ALLEGORY – GARDA JOURNEY
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Notice Board

FUNDING 
CAMPAIGN FOR 
‘ACTIVACATION’ 
BOARD GAME
Ursula Cafferty, wife 
of the late Garda 
Hugh Cafferty from 
Mullingar, is currently 
running a crowd 
funding campaign 
for her board game 
‘ActiVacation’. This 
press cutting from ‘The 
Westmeath Examiner’ 
(dated 1 February 
2020), submitted 
by Denis Shields, 
Mullingar Branch 
Secretary, gives all the 
details. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION (CLASS OF JULY 1970) 
Members of the Class of July 1970 are asked to contact Larry Keane via email at keane.laurence@gmail.com or phone 
087-9418899 with a view to a possible 50th Anniversary reunion. It will also be an opportunity to pay tribute to deceased 
members of the class. 

CORRECTION 
(SPRING 2020 SÍOCHÁIN) 

In the previous 
edition of SÍOCHÁIN, 
the introduction to 
the article ‘B-DAY’ 
PUTS THE BRAKES 
ON DRINK DRIVING 
(submitted by Tim 
Bowe, Cork City 
Branch), should have 
correctly read as 
follows: “With just five 
years Garda service 
under his belt Garda 
Jim Keating found 
himself as Station 

Orderly at McCurtain Street Garda Station in Cork 
on night duty on 3 November 1969 when the new 
Breathalyser Drink-Driving System first came into force 
for Irish motorists.” (We apologise for this error. The 
Editor) 

Back Row (l-r): John Quinn, John Jennings, Willie Ryan, Mick Ahern, Des Molloy, Tadhg Cronin, Anthony O’Shea and Rory 
Flynn.
Third Row (l-r): Thomas Murphy, Jimmy Fitzmaurice, Michael Fitzmaurice, John Shanahan, Frank Byrne, Aidan Murphy, 
John Coyle, Kieran Fay and Martin Kenirons. 
Second Row (l-r): Michael Mulligan, Larry Keane, Sgt Brendan Quinn, Sgt Jim Wall, Sgt Michael McMahon, Sgt Neil 
Boyle, Sgt Liam Wall, Thomas Coyne and Thomas Fitzgerald. 
Front Row (l-r): Noel McLoughlin, Martin Rowley, John Beirne, Finbarr O’Shea, Richard Gavican, Oliver Gavin, Michael 
Madigan and Joseph Conboy. 
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RETIRED MEMBERS’ GOLF COMPETITION 
2020
The annual golf competition for retired members has 
been rescheduled for Monday 28 September, subject 
to Covid-19 regulations. Sponsored by St Paul’s 
Garda Credit Union, the competition will take place 
from 9am to 2pm at Mullingar Golf Club for Teams 
of four (with two to count) with an entry fee of €100 
per team. For time-sheet contact Barry Walshe on 
086-3897271.

ALL-IRELAND GARDA HURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP (1981) 

This press 
cutting from 
the ‘Cork 
Examiner’ 
(dated 16 
June 1981) 
was submitted 
by Gerry 
Corbett, Cork 
City Branch, 
who writes: 
“Recently I 
met a retired 
member and 
this game 
became the 
subject of 
conversation. 
However 
neither of us 
could name 
the Cork East 
Riding team. 
On researching 

some paper cuttings, I found a report on this epic 
Munster Final, which was end-to-end tough and hard 
fast hurling on a beautiful day, on a beautiful pitch, 
with excellent refereeing in standing back and ‘letting 
them at it’. It was disappointing that there had to be a 
loser. I hope the report on this epic revives memories 
of a great hour of real hurling for everyone who took 
part.”  

Notice Board

GET TOGETHER FOR THE CLASS OF MAY 1970 
Members of the Class of May 1970 who are interested in a 
reunion are asked to contact Éamon Quirke at 086-2274928 / 
01-8452518 or Mick Carty in Mullingar at 086-8545028. 

JULY 1960 CLASS REUNION TO BE 
RESCHEDULED
Like so many other events around the country, plans for the 60th 
reunion of the Class of July 1960 (as featured on page 110 of the 
Spring 2020 issue) have been temporarily postponed due to the 
current health situation. At some future date it will be rescheduled 
and members will be notified accordingly. For updates contact 
Jerry McManus [14350B] South Kerry Branch on 086-2230527 or 
Eamonn Carey [14394D] Cork City Branch on 086-8297479.

SNAPSHOTS OF 
CONTROL ROOM ETC 
FROM EARLY 1970s 
A member is seeking any 
photographs of the Control Room, 
Units etc in Dublin Castle from 
its opening in the early 1970s 
until the move to Harcourt Square 
Communications. If you can help 
please email editor@gardaretired.
com or post your details to The 
Editor, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 
8, D08 AE6X. 

55TH ANNIVERSARY (APRIL A & B 
CLASSES 1965) 
The 55th anniversary, due to be held on 26 & 27 April 
in Wyatt’s Hotel in Westport, has been cancelled due to 
the Covid-19 outbreak. The organisers have rescheduled 
the event at the same venue and hope to hold it on 23 
& 24 August instead. For further information phone 
Michael Canney on 087-7797530 email portarralodge@
gmail.com; Sean Corcoran on 087-7579542 email 
lcorcoran46@gmail.com, or phone Tony Campbell on 086-
2992913. 

 

The three amigos from the Class of 1965 (l-r): Michael 
Canney, Sean Corcoran and Tony Campbell. 
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