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GARDA CEREMONY 
MARKS SPECIAL 

MEMORIAL IN MAY
Garda Commissioner Drew Harris and Minister for Justice Charlie Flanagan addressed this 
year’s Garda Memorial Ceremony on 18 May, again held in Dublin Castle, to honour and 
remember the 88 colleagues who paid the ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives for Ireland, 
writes GSRMA General Secretary Paschal Feeney.

The Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association 
(GSRMA) is only two years away from celebrating its 

60th Anniversary in 2021, while the 100th anniversary of 
the foundation An Garda Síochána will be celebrated in 
2022.
     Each year on the third Saturday of May we remember 
our fallen 88 colleagues who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
by giving their lives for Ireland. Garda Commissioner Drew 
Harris and Minister for Justice Charlie Flanagan reminded 
us of this fact at this year’s ceremony on 18 May in the 
Memorial Gardens of Dublin Castle. 
     They reminded us that members of An Garda Síochána 
go about their daily duties so that the citizens of this fine 
State can go about their daily lives in relative peace and 
harmony. As serving members of An Garda Síochána you 
did just that in your daily service, without question, and 
most certainly did so with pride in the uniform you wore.
     Commissioner Harris reminded us that the uniform 
was not a mere piece of clothing, just like the Garda 
badge is not just a logo. It runs much deeper than that. 
And so say all of us. We recall with pride the thousands of 
people we have interacted with during our service to the 
state, and the thousands we succeeded in putting on the 
right path. 
     Police service is not all about arrests. Yes it plays a 
major part of our role, but likewise it also assists and 
helps many on the right path. For our fallen 88 colleagues 
they too went about their duties in their respective 
communities in delivering justice to one and all. 

TOTAL COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
On each of the fateful days they met their deaths they 
did not flinch or waver in their commitment to An Garda 
Síochána and the community they served. Sadly in that 
commitment they gave their lives for Ireland.
     Ireland owes them a debt of gratitude not merely on 
the third Saturday of May each year but each and every 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

day. They owe that debt of gratitude to the families of 
those brave 88 men, who are left behind.
     As I referred to earlier, we are fast approaching our 
centenary. In February 2022 we will all, no doubt, be 
back in Dublin Castle to celebrate our first 100 years. 
Likewise we will have to remember An Garda Síochána’s 
predecessors – the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) and 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP), which sustained 
hundreds of casualties in the troubles.
     We must remember them always. ‘Lest We Forget’.

GSRMA President Matt Givens, Garda Commissioner Drew 
Harris and Justice Minister Charlie Flanagan at this year’s 
Garda Memorial Day in Dublin Castle on 18 May. 
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24 IN-HOUSE REPORT
The GSRMA will run a number of 
seminars this autumn across every 
region to provide members with 
information on a range of issues, 
writes Paschal Feeney, GSRMA 
General Secretary. He also reports 
on new policies and procedures 
due to come into force to govern 
privacy rights and sharing personal 
data under the Data Sharing and 
Governance Act 2019.

30 GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS
* March: Midleton, Cork
* April: Tour of Scotland
* Sept: Waterford City 
* Nov: Ennistymon, Co. Clare
* Nov: Christmas Markets in Belfast

34 FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
As the lobbying campaign by the 
GSRMA in collaboration with the 
Alliance of Retired Public Servants’ 
continues unabated, Joe Dirwan, 
Central Committee, reminds 
members that the present relativity 
on pension payments is due to end 
on 31 December 2020.

37 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

41 VOLUNTEERING OVERSEAS
Martin O’Connor, Carlow 
Branch, spent over 12 weeks 
in the Southeast Asian country 
of Laos late last year, where he 
taught English in a school for 
disadvantaged children.

42 MEDALS OF HONOUR
The HARP Society aims to 
encourage more serving and 
retired Gardaí to wear their medals 
at events such as the annual 
interdenominational service for RIC 
and DMP members and the annual 
UK National Police Memorial Day, 
writes Matt Cosgrave, Dublin North 
Branch.

46 DANGERS FACED BY POLICE
The highlights of the first half of 
1919 related to the first meeting of 
Dail Eireann on 21 January and the 
Soloheadbeg Ambush on the same 
date, but as the year progressed, 
the lives of RIC and DMP members 
was more at risk, writes Donal J. 
O’Sullivan, Tralee Branch.

50 LOOK BACK
John Mulligan, Dublin North 
Branch, who visited the former 
Nazi camp in Dachau for the first 
time in October, relates the story 
of Michael Joseph McGrath from 
Roscommon – the first Irishman to 
have been interned there during 
WW2.

53 CARA CRAOIBH
An Garda Síochána is tailor-
made and advantageous for a 
scheme such as Cara Craoibh 
(Panel of Friends), primarily 
due to its historical close links 
and associations, writes Frank 
Fitzpatrick, Central Committee 
Member. 

54 LIFE & TIMES OF PAT   
 NOLAN
Carrignavar is a village in Co. Cork 
where Sgt Pat Nolan spent 20 years 
before retiring from the force on 
24 February 1987. After recently 
celebrating his 89th birthday he 
spoke with Tim Bowe, Cork City 
Branch, about the many twists and 
turns during his long Garda career.
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Athy members of GSRMA enjoy a coffee morning in Bradburys.

Tom Conway pictured with John Smith, former Branch 
Secretary.

Tom Conway pictured with Vanessa Davis and her son 
Jamie.

Long Service Certificates were presented at the April 
meeting by branch chairman Tom Conway to two 
members – Vanessa Davis and John Smith, former 
Branch Secretary. The Branch membership wishes 

Tom the very best on his co-option on to the Central 
Committee. The Branch sends deepest condolences 
to the family of the late Joe Ward on his recent 
passing.
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Five members of the Cavan Branch boarded a bus 
at the Meadow View car park in Cavan and joined 
members from ONE O’Neill Branch Cavan, Cavan 
UN Veterans and friends from the Cavan Military & 
Historic Event (which took place August 2018) for a 
trip to Belfast on 10 April.
     The sight of the towering yellow H&W cranes 
signaled we were nearing our first stop, the Titanic 
Belfast experience. Stretching the weary knees and 
creaking backs tickets were handed out and our 
group of 34 strong were ushered inside. 
     Slowly the group made their way, unguided, 
through the nine galleries – reading, looking and 
chatting about the displays and the wonder of the 
famous ship. Many were glad of the restful ride 
aboard a mini-car around a replica of Titanic’s rudder.

CAVAN BRANCH

GSRMA Members John Smyth and Eugene Murphy with 
members of ONE O’Neill Branch Cavan, Cavan Branch UN 
VETS and friends who assisted with the Cavan Military and 
Historic Event in 2018.

Members at Cavan Branch Annual Mass for Deceased 
GSRMA Members at the Hotel Kilmore on 21 March. 

John Smyth, Earnan Gilleran and Peter Garry pictured at the 
Ulster Aviation Society Museum.

     All too soon this section of our trip was over and 
we were back on the bus, heading for the Ulster 
Aviation Society’s Museum near Lisburn, where we 
were met by members of the Ulster Aviation Society 
and escorted to the museum. 
     Passing through the security gates the large grey 
concrete walls of Long Kesh prison stood on our left 
hand side, a grim reminder of times past as Brexit 
looms. The museum is situated in two large hangers 
on the old RAF airfield at Long Kesh.

     All having been greeted we were split into small 
groups to be guided through by society members 
to view aircraft, ranging from a jet-turbine powered 
auto-gyro to a Blackburn Buccaneer, not forgetting the 
Spitfire replica and the Wessex and Puma Helicopters 
plus around 30 more. 
     There was a sense of pride in the sight of the 
tricolor on the side of the Irish Air Corps Alouette 111 
helicopter, which had been donated to the Museum 
on 27 May 2009, having been stood down from 
active service in September 2007. Then on to the 
Annex which is crammed with memorabilia, models 
and maps. We were grateful to our guides for their 
wonderful knowledge and enthusiasm, all voluntary 
members of the UAS.
     The visit to the museum was organised by 
members of ONE O’Neill Branch Cavan with ‘D’ 
Company, a Vintage Military Vehicles Group. The 
guides were there especially for our visit. It is a place 



Guest speakers at our 2019 AGM were GSRMA 
President Matt Givens and Employment Assistance 
Officer Garda Stephen Ryan. Stephen who is new to 
his responsibilities (known to us as welfare officer) 
received a warm welcome from the assembled 
gathering and good wishes with his work in the years 
ahead.
     President Matt received similar good wishes in his 
first year at the helm following his election at ADM 
2018 when Clare Branch was proud to host the event 
at The Inn at Dromoland and welcome delegates, 
guest, staff and partners to the beauty of Co. Clare.
     Our AGM also saw the stepping down of our 
Chairman Pat McGuire after seven years at the 
local helm. Pat received a spontaneous applause of 
appreciation following his announcement.  Treasurer 
John Morris, on behalf of the committee and all in 
attendance, thanked Pat for his years leading the 
Branch and wished him well for the future – more 
applause. 
     Pat, an ‘ideas man’, always had our next outing/
get together/activity well planned in advance ... we 
may not have known what the activity was going to 
be but he never let us down! Although stepping out 

CLARE BRANCH
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we would highly recommend if you have an interest in 
aviation or war history or just a wonderful experience. 
Visits must be pre-booked as the museum is not open 
to the public.
     Leaving Long Kesh we headed to Moira for a 
wonderful dinner in The Tannery. We returned to 
Cavan around 7pm, ending a wonderful day in the 
company of retired members from our armed forces. 
     Our grateful thanks to Jimmy Scanlon, Chairman of 

ONE O’Neill Branch Cavan, for inviting us to be part of 
it, to the members of ‘D’ Company and to our guides 
at the Ulster Aviation Society Museum for giving us a 
wonderful experience. 
     The trip was part of a ‘Peace 4 Programme’ 
initiative. We look forward to working with our 
colleagues in the ONE O’Neill Branch Cavan on future 
displays and events and hopefully to more exciting 
tours. (Photographs courtesy of Earnan Gilleran)

Standing (l-r): Denis McCarthy, John Morris, Billy Saunderson, 
John English and John Flanagan; Seated (l-r): John Madden, 
Pat McGuire, Michael Gallagher and Pat Faherty

The get-together at Bunratty Folk Village with Mac’s Pub 
in the distance – the home of good coffee and scones and 
much more!

Ladies in the foreground and gentlemen in the background 
enjoying a coffee morning in Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis.

of the chair, Pat continues to be an active member of 
the Clare Committee and we wish him well and look 
forward to continuing our work together on behalf of 
our local membership.
     Our first get-together was a coffee morning in 
the local Temple Gate Hotel. Our next outing was to 
Bunratty Castle and Folk Park – the hot tea/coffee 
and scones at Mac’s Pub in the Folk Park were 
welcome on our chilly start to the visit. The burning 
turf fires and the memories evoked in the period 
houses, shops, church and school kept that warm 
glow burning during our visit. We look forward to our 
next day together!
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Daffodil Day – Irish Cancer Society: 
For the 10th year in a row many 
members of the Cork GSRMA made 
a major contribution to the successful 
running of Daffodil day on Friday, 22 
March 2019. Back on the beat No.1 
in Cork City centre were Joe Tubridy, 
Charlie O’Toole, Matty Kirwan and Pat 
Farrell. 
     On beat No. 2 were Joe O’Sullivan, 
John Noonan, Donal Cullinane 
and Jim Keating. These members 
ensured the safety of collectors and 
dropped their collection money back 
to Pat Galvin who was in charge of 
a temporary office in Patrick Street, 
Cork. 
     The money was then transported 
by cars to Cork Office of the Irish 
Cancer Society by John Fitzgerald, 
John J. O’ Flynn and Michael Daly. 
Michael Scanlon with Pat Wallace 
collected money from the outline 
shopping centres. 
     The counting and banking 
department was led by Jim Crockett, 
Des Quinn, Tom Randles, Dan Lane 

and Edward O’Callaghan. As Daffodil 
Day came to a close, many old tales 
of the past were related while the crew 
enjoyed coffee and scones. Well done 
to a few faithful servants of the Irish 
Cancer Society.

Hands for Life – Free CPR Training 
Course: On Tuesday 30 April, a group 
of 55 Cork GSRMA members took 
part in a free one-hour CPR course 
– Hands for Life – at Ballincollig GAA 
Pavilion. This CPR training course is 
an Irish Heart Foundation programme, 
supported by ESB Networks, 
which offers free CPR training to 
communities across Ireland. 
     Those taking part in the one-hour 
course will learn how to: (i) Recognise 
a cardiac arrest; (ii) Perform CPR; 
(iii) Use an automated external 
defibrillator (AED); (iv) Respond to 
choking emergency and (v) Recognise 
a stroke. The Branch wishes to 
thank Sean O’Riordan, Irish Heart 
Foundation instructor, and Ballincollig 
GAA for use of their facilities.

CORK CITY BRANCH

DROGHEDA BRANCH

GSRMA members pictured at a coffee morning at Monasterboice Inn, Drogheda, Co. Louth.
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DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH

It is 50 years since Dublin Skylon Hotel opened its 
doors in 1969. In 2002 the hotel was purchased by 
lifelong hotelier Brien McEniff who, to this day, is still 
the man behind the McEniff brand of hotels. 
     Over the past ten years it has been home to 
the GSRMA Dublin North Branch for our morning 
coffee, AGMs, social events like Christmas dinners, 
presentations etc. 

Presentation to mark 50 years’ service: On 18 
April 1969, Paul Birkett joined the Skylon Hotel 
team and on 18 April last he retired after 50 years 
of serving in the Skylon Hotel as a lobby porter. He 
was also the well-known face to so many guests 
across the years. A presentation was held in his 
honour on that date at the Skylon Hotel.
     Due to the many years Paul has been looking 
after members of the Dublin North Branch, so 
efficiently, always courteous and in good humour 
the Committee of the Branch was in attendance and 
made a cash presentation to Paul Birkett.  
     The presentation was made by our chairman 
Jim Murphy, and also in attendance was Michael 
Lennon, IHF Chairperson and Director of McEniff 
Group as well as ex-Taoiseach Bertie Aherne.

Harp Society Lunch: On 25 April a delegation of 
ex-police personnel from Northern Ireland attended 
a lunch at Dublin Wynn’s Hotel organised by the 
Harp Society, led by Ray Fitsimmons, Chairperson 

of the Northern Ireland Police Officers’ Association, 
and Secretary Billy Brown. 
     Also present was Stephen White, Chairperson 
of the RUC George Cross Foundation, and 
Matt Cosgrave, former GSRMA President (who 
encouraged and facilitated the affiliation of the Harp 
Society into the GSRMA during his presidency), 
and current GSRMA President Matt Givens, who 
welcomed the group and offered the Association’s 
support going forward. 
     Dublin North Branch Eddie Donavan and Willie 
Stratford are members of Harp and play a pivotal 
role in its organisation, while Harp Chairperson is 
Pat McCarthy, Mullingar Branch, and the Secretary 
is Gerry Lovett, Dublin South City Branch.

Coffee Mornings: These mornings at the Skylon on 
the last Tuesday of every month are well supported 
and offer presentations on various subjects as well 
as light entertainment. Thanks to the Committee 
for organising events. Meanwhile, our card game 
takes place each Wednesday at 7.30pm and new 
members are always welcome.

Paul Birkett, Skylon employee (third from right) who 
is retiring pictured with (l-r): Dublin North City Branch 
Committee Noel O Sullivan, John Collins, Pat Garvey, Jim 
Murphy, Chairman, Matt Cosgrave and Christy Lonergan.
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DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH 
Annual General Meeting: Dun Laoghaire Branch held 
its AGM at the usual meeting venue in the well-known 
landmark Bakers Corner on Tuesday 5 March.      
     Our knowledgeable guest speaker GSRMA General 
Secretary Pascal Feeney addressed the meeting and 
provided a wealth of information in relation to a wide 
range of issues from pensions, welfare matters and the 
many benefits available to members of the GSRMA.  
     Delegates were selected and three motions were 
proposed and seconded for our annual ADM in June.  

Certificate of Appreciation: There were five recipients 
of 20-year Certificates of Appreciation – Tom Culligan, 
Joe Cullinane, Tony Egan (pictured below) Edward 
Ryan and John Joseph McCabe. General Secretary 
Pascal Feeney presented certificates to Tom, Tony and 
Joe. (Photographs courtesy of Jim Kenny, Assistant 
Secretary)

The Coffee Morning takes place at Bakers on the 
first Tuesday of every month at 11am (except July 
and August). For further information, contact Eamon 
Hession, Branch Secretary, on 085-2320747.

Tom Culligan (left). Tony Egan (right). Joe Cullinane (right).

Certificate of Appreciation: 
Laois Branch members 
John P. Halloran and John 
J. Cleary were recently 
presented with Certificates 
of Appreciation by Jim 
Phelan.

LAOIS BRANCH 

John J Cleary. John P Halloran.

Research conducted by Coyne Research (2018). 
Irish Life Assurance plc is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

IRISH LIFE FAMILY PROTECTION®
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Family life has many worries. Being financially  
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say their households would struggle financially from  
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MULLINGAR BRANCH 
Following the Mullingar Branch 
AGM on 13 March, Jack 
Reynolds was presented with 
a Certificate of Achievement 
by President Matt Givens, 
acknowledging Jack’s 
involvement with the GSRMA 
spanning many years, and 
he was warmly applauded by 
his fellow members. (Photo 
courtesy of Tony Quinn)

Frank Fitzpatrick and Joe Lynch from Central 
Executive Committee (CEC), who addressed 
the  Branch AGM, discussed topics such as Cara 
Craoibh (Panel of Friends), welfare issues, social 
trips at home and abroad, proposed changes to 
the 20-Year Certificate of Service, a proposed 
injury benefit scheme and the issue of blazers/
shirts with the GSRMA Crest on same.
     Three motions on issues such as USC 
payments, equity in applying for the social welfare 
household package and gaining parity with 
serving members’ pay, regarding the increase in 
rent allowance, were passed and forwarded to 

the CEC for consideration on the Clár for next 
year’s ADM. An amendment to the Constitution 
was also proposed regarding Articles 14 and 
15 - Rules for Committees and Sub-Committees. 
Meanwhile, AGM delegates were also told that 
the Branch Committee membership remains 
strong and further events are planned this year, 
including coffee mornings in Monaghan and 
Carrickmacross. 
     Light refreshments were served on conclusion 
of the AGM, which afforded all members present 
with an opportunity to meet and catch up with 
each other in a relaxed an informal setting.

MONAGHAN BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Pictured (l-r): Seamus Brady, Treasurer of Monaghan Branch, Eric Boyle, Secretary of Monaghan Branch, Joe Dirwan, 
GSRMA Central Committee and Monaghan Branch Member, Central Executive Committee members Frank Fitzpatrick and 
Joe Lynch.
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At the March Coffee Morning certificates for 20-years 
membership were presented to five branch members 
Fintan Dunne, Christopher Sheridan, Michael Keane, 
Liam Kelly and Gerard Moran. Our members were very 
appreciative of this gesture and thoroughly enjoyed the 
morning, which also featured an interesting presentation 
by a guest speaker from Healthwave Pharmacy. It is 
a nice way to meet friends at these monthly coffee 
mornings and new members are always welcome.

Fundraising Coffee Morning: Thanks to the great 
number of people who attended our coffee morning 
on 25 April, at which we raised €407 in aid of Leinster 
Area Special Olympics. We very much appreciate both 
members and local businesses who donated prizes 
towards our fantastic raffle. For the past few years we 
have held this much-anticipated fundraising event. 
Eoin, who represented Special Olympics Ireland, was 
delighted and most thankful for our efforts. Thanks to 
the Branch Committee and everyone who supported 
this worthy morning!

Barbecue: The Annual Barbecue will take place on 
Friday 28 June in Ryston, Newbridge at 6.30pm. 
Booking is essential and you can book with any member 
of the Committee. We are delighted to be able to keep 
costs down and this year our barbecue will still cost 

only €15 per person. Make a note of the date and give 
yourself a break from cooking – you will be assured of 
a lovely evening, and we will also have dancing and a 
raffle on the night.

Christmas Lunch: The Christmas lunch takes place 
on Saturday 23 November in The Westgrove Hotel in 
Clane. Details will be published in the Winter issue of 
‘Siochain’.

Pictured at the presentation of GSRMA 20-year certificates 
at the April coffee morning (l-r): Michael Keane, Christopher 
Sheridan, Marie Roche, Naas Branch Chairperson, Liam Kelly, 
Gerard Moran and Fintan Dunne.

Front Row (l-r): Garda Gary Cohan Naas Garda Station, Mick Quinn, Naas Branch Secretary, Marie Roche and Pat Kavanagh, 
Naas Branch Treasurer;
Back Row (l-r): Eoin Traynor, Special Olympics Ireland, Garda Thomas Ryan, Newbridge Garda Station, Eamonn Hession, Garda 
Loraine Foran, Newbridge Garda Station and William Blayney, Naas Branch Committee.



WEXFORD BRANCH 

Mick Duggan, Chris McEnerney, John Barron and Rowland 
Connell.

Wexford Bowling League: Pictured are the 
teams who participated in the final night of the 
Wexford Branch Bowling League on Tuesday 
30 April at the Leisuremax Centre in Wexford. 
Members of the winning team were Mick 

Duggan, Chris McEnerney, John Barron and 
Rowland Connell while the runners-up were Tony 
Fagan, Anita McEnerney, Morty Ambrose and 
John Coady (who was in charge of the league 
and did an excellent job!)

Tony Fagan, Anita McEnerney, Morty Ambrose and John 
Coady.

John Mullins, Tom Miller, Mary O’Neill and Tom Conway.

Gerry O’Neill, Pat Delaney, Lola Gaule and Mick Galvin. Mike Rouse, Peter Ryan, Joan Miller and Charlie O’Gorman.

Branch Secretary Tony Fagan (centre) was presented with 
his GSRMA Certificate of Appreciation at the Branch AGM 
on 21 March at Riverside Park Hotel in Enniscorthy, by Tom 
Miller, Central Committee Member (left), and Paschal Feeney, 
GSRMA General Secretary (right).

20  Síocháin 
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GARDA GOLF CLASSIC 

ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
PRESENTATION OF PRIZES

Here’s a photographic spread of the presentation of prizes following this year’s St Paul’s 
Retired Annual Garda Golf Classic, which took place on Monday 20 May at the New Forest 
Golf Club in Higginstown, Tyrrellspass, Co. Westmeath. 

A huge number of prizes were handed out at St Paul’s 
Retired Garda Golf Classic on 20 May.

Kerry’s Aiden Smyth – winner of the St Paul’s Garda Credit 
Union Survey – received a dozen Titleist Prov V Golf 
Balls from Gerard Dillane, at the presentation of prizes 
following this year’s Golf Classic on 20 May.

Pat O’Neill, Alf Martyn, Ted Murphy and R Shorton, who 
finished in second place at the St Paul’s Retired Garda Golf 
Classic at New Forest Golf Club, were presented with their 
prizes by Gerard Dillane (centre). 

Martin O’Connor, Pat Quinn, Kevin Mullins, and Kevin 
Devally, who finished third, were presented with their 
prizes by Gerard Dillane (right), at the end of the St Paul’s 
Retired Garda Golf Classic at New Forest Golf Club.

St. Paul’s Garda Credit Union – May 2019 Draw Winners
Hyundai i40: Mr Niall Brady, Cavan Garda Station, Co. Cavan

5 x €1,000 winners
• Family member - Ms Jane Flynn, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan
• Retired member - Mr Thomas O’Connell, Bansha, Co. Tipperary
• Retired member - Mr Peter O’Connor, Vicarstown, Co. Cork
• Garda Staff - Ms Mary McGee, Drogheda Garda Station, Co. Louth
• Ms Catherine Dwyer, Killarney, Co. Kerry
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With a large variance in the cost of hearing aids 
available in Ireland, we advise people to check 

whether the price quoted includes testing and other 
services, as well as the hearing aid. For example, a pair of 
high-end premium hearing aids should not cost you more 
than €4,600.
      The type and severity of your hearing loss is a major 
factor in deciding the type and level of hearing aid 
technology that will suit you best. A good hearing aid 
audiologist can discuss what type and level of technology 
that will suit you best.
      A hearing test should be performed in a sound proof 
room or booth. You will be asked to respond by raising 
your hand or pressing a button each time you hear a 
sound. However, this is only part of the testing procedure, 
as a proper diagnostic test will have a range of tests to 
find the true cause and type of hearing loss.

GET THE RIGHT BRAND
You should opt for a known brand of hearing aid (e.g. 
Phonak, Gn Resound, Unitron or Siemens). Make sure 
that any hearing aid provider can adjust your hearing 
aids, if you’re not satisfied with the service you can go 
elsewhere. Also, make sure to get written documentation 
on both the make and model of your aids.

Lifestyle: Think about your lifestyle, work environment, 
free-time activities and the things you do that are most 
affected by hearing loss. Define your needs and set 
priorities.

Trial: Most hearing aid providers offer 30 to 60-day trial 
periods. Find out what’s refundable if hearing aids are 
returned during a trial period and ensure it’s written into 
the purchase agreement.

SOUND ADVICE 
ABOUT HEARING AIDS!
With a wide variety of hearing aid 
styles available to suit every patient, the 
type and severity of one’s hearing loss 
will determine the type of hearing aid 
chosen. Diagnostic Audiology Services 
Ltd only supplies hearing aids provided by 
leading industry manufacturers, and will 
offer a 10% Discount on all new hearing 
aid technology to GSRMA members.

Take Your Time: It’s an expensive purchase, so buy only 
when you’re satisfied with the answers to your questions. 
Make sure the person you are dealing with puts any 
promises or guarantees about service and maintenance 
into the purchase agreement in writing.

Hearing Aid Repairs: If you are a current patient and 
have hearing aids that were not fitted by us, we are 
happy to try to repair them if necessary. We can service 
most major manufacturers’ hearing aids and advise if the 
hearing aid you are wearing can be repaired. 
      All hearing aids come with a manufacturer’s warranty 
when purchased. If your warranty has expired, it is 
still possible to repair most hearing aids for a small fee 
depending on the extent of the repair and the age of the 
hearing aid. 
      In most cases we can repair the hearing aid on 
the spot, occasionally they will need to go back to 
the manufacturer for repair, in a case like this we can 
generally loan you a hearing to keep you going while your 
own aid is being repaired. 

Keeping your hearing healthy in retirement: Hearing loss is 
a progressive condition that worsens over time. Symptoms 
appear so gradually that you may be completely unaware 
of your affliction for some time. 
      Even when hearing loss is suspected, it takes an 
average of seven years for a person to seek medical 
treatment. Many people over 65 suffer from some degree 
of hearing loss, which can typically be treated easily with 
hearing aids. Regular screenings are key to measuring the 
severity of any existing hearing loss.
      An annual hearing screening is painless and easy 
and can save you a lot of trouble down the road. Make 
a commitment today to improve your overall health by 
improving your diet and being more active every day. At 
Diagnostic Audiology Services we are committed to your 
hearing health care.

To set up an appointment for a free hearing 
screening contact Diagnostic Audiology Services 
(Ireland) Ltd by email info@diagnosticaudiology.ie or 
visit www.diagnosticaudiology.ie

DIAGNOSTIC AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
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NEW POLICIES ON 
DATA PROTECTION

The GSRMA will run a number of seminars this autumn 
across every region to provide members with information 
on a range of issues, writes Paschal Feeney, GSRMA 
General Secretary. He also reports on new policies and 
procedures due to come into force to govern privacy rights 
and sharing personal data under the Data Sharing and 
Governance Act 2019.

Regional Seminars for All GSRMA Members: In 
autumn we shall run two seminars per GSRMA Region, 
these will be open meetings and so all members shall 
be entitled to attend. These shall be information-led 
meetings covering topics such as pensions, health, 
wellbeing, finances, wills, enduring power of attorney 
and lots more. Dates, and times and exact locations shall 
be notified to you, once they’re signed off by the Central 
Committee.

Tax Advisory/Social Welfare Services: If you wish to 
register your interest in our free Tax Advisory service or 
our Social Welfare Service, then let us know by emailing 
info@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525

New Website: The new website will be live very soon. 
So, visit www.gardaretired.com and register. Since the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into 
force on 25 May 2018, a number of additional measures 
have been taken to ensure that the privacy rights of 
individuals are adequately protected. 
     Many of these steps have been taken by the Data 
Protection Commission (DPC) – using either its previously 
existing powers or newly-enhanced powers under the 
GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018. These actions 
and enforcement measures are summarised in its recently 
published annual report, which covers the period from 25 
May 2018 to 31 December 2018. 

Key figures in 2018:
• 56% increase in complaints received compared to 

2017

• 70% increase in the number of data security breaches 
notified to the DPC

Key actions taken by the DPC: 
• Opening inquiries into the use of technologies such as 

CCTV, body-worn cameras, automatic number-plate 
recognition systems and drones

• Opening investigations into the compliance of large 
technology companies with the GDPR

• Continuing its special investigation into the data 
protection issues associated with the Public Services 
Card

Standard Contractual Clauses
In early 2019, the DPC published guidance on the transfer 
of data in the event of a no-deal Brexit. If the UK leaves 
the EU without a withdrawal agreement, the GDPR would 
no longer apply in the UK and the UK would be treated as 
a third-party country. 
     Many entities may be affected by a no-deal Brexit 
without realising it. In addition, many people may be 
affected if their personal data is transferred via the UK. 
For example, personal data could be transferred where HR 
or IT functions are outsourced to the UK, where pension 
scheme operators are based in the UK, or where personal 
data is stored on the cloud and the underlying servers are 
in the UK.
     In a no-deal scenario, the DPC has recommended the 
use of Standard Contractual Clauses (SCCs). These are 
template terms and conditions that Irish and UK entities 
can sign, or incorporate into their existing contracts. 
They ensure that personal data transferred into the UK 
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will have the same level of protections as personal data 
transferred within the EU.
     However, the validity of using SCCs is currently being 
challenged in the Irish and European courts. In particular, 
Facebook’s transfer of personal data from Ireland to the 
US using SCCs is being tested. 
     At present, judgment is awaited from the Irish 
Supreme Court on whether the case can progress to the 
European Court of Justice for a final decision. If SCCs are 
ultimately found to be non-compliant, there are major 
implications for the operations of many companies that 
transfer personal data from Ireland around the world. 

Data Sharing and Governance Act 2019
Another recent development in data protection is the 
Data Sharing and Governance Act 2019, enacted on 
4 March 2019 (although it is not yet in force). The Act 
makes changes to how public bodies share personal data 
and information with one another.
     Many public bodies are expressly allowed to share 
an individual’s personal data with one another, under 
different pieces of legislation. The Act aims to address 
situations not covered by any previous legislation.
     The Act does not generally apply to the sharing of the 
following ‘special categories’ of personal data’, which 
continue to be protected by the heightened protections in 
the GDPR. 

Special categories:
• Personal data revealing racial or ethnic origin
• Political opinions
• Religious or philosophical beliefs
• Trade union membership
• Genetic data and biometric data processed for the 

purpose of uniquely identifying a natural person
• Data concerning health
• Data concerning a natural person’s sex life or sexual 

orientation

Under the Act, personal data can only be shared 
where:
• The data is shared to allow a public body to carry out 

a recognised function and purpose (such as verifying 
a person’s identity and their entitlement to a public 
service, correcting incorrect information held, and 
reducing the burden of the same data being provided 
twice by the same person)

• The public bodies have a data sharing agreement 
• The personal data was lawfully obtained and is 

lawfully held

Before public bodies can enter into data sharing 
agreements, they must publish the proposed agreement 
online, along with any data protection impact assessment 
that has been carried out.
     The draft agreement must include details of the 

purpose, function and legal basis for sharing and 
processing the data concerned. It must also cover what 
data is to be disclosed and how it will be processed. 
     Members of the public will be able to make 
submissions on the draft agreement. Submissions must 
then be considered by the public bodies and the final 
agreement must be published online. Data sharing 
agreements must also be regularly reviewed.

The provisions of the Act do not apply to data 
sharing in a number of areas, including:
• Investigation of criminal offences
• Prosecution of offenders
• Protection of state security
• International relations

The 2019 Act also provides for the establishment 
of a Data Governance Board, whose functions will 
include:
• Promoting compliance by public bodies
• Advising the relevant Minister in relation to the 

compliance and functions of public bodies under the 
Act

• Reviewing the data sharing agreements that public 
bodies are using.

Guidelines on how public bodies must conform with the 
Act will be prepared and issued to assist public bodies to 
comply with it.

PUBLIC SERVICE PENSIONS DATA
An exception to the general rule that the Act does not 
apply to ‘special categories of personal data’ can be found 
in Part 5. This allows the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform (or any other person or body specified by that 
Minister) to seek personal data relating to past or 



current members of public service pension schemes, for 
the purposes of:
• The operation of the Single Public Service Pension 

Scheme, which commenced on 1 January 2013 for 
new entrants to the public service.

• The operation of any other public service pension 
scheme.

The information which can be sought from almost 
all public bodies includes:
• Details of contributions paid
• Details of benefits received or accrued
• Details on a person’s eligibility
• Other information necessary for the effective 

functioning of the public service pension scheme

This information may then be kept in a database 
maintained by the Minister. The additional information 
which can be sought in relation to public service pension 
schemes other than the Single Public Service Pension 
Scheme includes:
• Details of any pensions related appeals
• Details of any adjustments to years of service 
• Details of any pension transfers within the public 

service
• Details of any pension adjustment orders

Whether or not you are still entitled to a pension payment 
is irrelevant. Similarly, if the person entitled to the pension 
is deceased, information can be sought in relation to 
family members who are in receipt of the pension.

Other pension scheme information can also be 
sought by the Minister from public bodies, such as: 
• Demographic information including the age, gender 

and disability status of public servants
• Employment information including contracts of 

employment, term at a particular grade and salary
• Any other information the Minister specifies

Information can be collected for the purposes of: 
• Assessing the costs (present and future) of a public 

service pension scheme.
• Assessing the staffing needs of a public service body.
• Developing and analysing policies to combat 

discrimination, to secure equal treatment and to 
protect human rights.

• Assessing the functioning of a public service body.

Any information provided to the Minister must be 
anonymised so that it cannot readily identify a particular 
individual. The Minister must provide the following details 
on a website they maintain:
• Why the personal data is being collected
• What the personal data will be used for
• How the personal data is being protected 

• When any personal data will be destroyed

TRANSFER OF BUSINESS INFORMATION
The Act also allows public bodies to transfer business 
information with one another, where the transfer is 
not covered by any other law. The information can only 
be shared where it is needed by a public body, such as 
the Revenue Commissioners, to carry out a recognised 
function and purpose. 
     Examples include verifying a person’s identity and 
their entitlement to a public service, correcting incorrect 
information held, and reducing the burden of the same 
data being provided twice by the same person.

Information which can be shared is wide-ranging 
and includes:
• Name, address and legal form of the business
• Any unique identifying number which that business 

has
• State in which the business is established
• Number of employees
• Turnover and net assets

Sole traders, partnerships, companies and other legal 
forms are all considered businesses under the Act. 

Base registries: The Act allows the Minister to specify 
certain databases that are already held by public bodies 
as ‘base registries’. Designating an existing database as a 
base registry means that it can be used as an authoritative 
source of information for the future. Other public bodies 
will be able to seek data from this authoritative source 
rather than using multiple sources. 
     The controllers of base registries will be responsible 
for keeping the data accurate and up to date. Controllers 
will be empowered to seek data from other public bodies, 
to ensure that the data in the base registry is correct and 
comprehensive.

Public consultation on the processing of children’s 
personal data and the rights of children as data 
subjects under the GDPR: The GDPR introduced a 
particular emphasis on protecting the data protection 
rights of children. It recognises that due to their age, they 
may not be as aware of their rights and of the risks and 
consequences of sharing data.
     In Ireland, for data protection purposes, a child 
is anyone under the age of 18. However, the Data 
Protection Act 2018 has set the age of digital consent at 
16 years, which means that if an organisation is relying 
on consent as the legal basis (justification) for processing 
a child’s personal data and the child is under 16, then 
consent must be given or authorised by the person who 
has parental responsibility for the child. A child aged 
between 16 and 18 can consent to the processing of their 
data without the involvement of any parent or guardian.
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     The DPC, in accordance with the GDPR, is planning 
to draft a number of codes of conduct and guidance 
documents on the protection of children’s data protection 
rights.  The DPC recently ran a public consultation to get 
the views of all people affected, such as children, parents, 
organisations which process children’s personal data, and 
child protection organisations. This consultation had two 
streams; the first gathered the views of adults and the 
second gathered the views of children.  

Questions posed by the DPC: 
• How should information on how personal data is 

processed be conveyed to children?
• At what age and in what circumstances should a child 

be able to exercise their access and erasure rights 
independently of their parents or guardians?

• How should an organisation which processes 
children’s personal data verify that a child is over the 
age of 16, if they are attempting to consent to the 
processing?

• How should an organisation which processes 
children’s personal data verify that the person 
consenting on behalf of a child under 16 is that 
person’s parent or guardian?

• How should children who are still under 16 but who 
consented to the processing of their personal data 
before the introduction of the new age of digital 
consent now be treated?

• How should international organisations deal with the 
fact that the age of digital consent for children varies 
in different countries?

• Should organisations be allowed to profile children for 
marketing purposes and, if they are, what protections 
should apply?

• Should any built-in privacy protections vary depending 
on a child’s age?

GEO-BLOCKING REGULATION
The Geo-blocking Regulation (EU Regulation 2018/302) 
has applied across the EU since 3 December 2018. Its 
main aim is to ensure equal access to the digital market 
for consumers throughout the EU, regardless of country. 
Therefore, it aims to stop the practices of geo-blocking 
and geo-discrimination.
     Geo-blocking is the practice of using technology to 
restrict access to online cross-border sales, based on 
the user’s geographical location. An example is when 
a consumer in Ireland is prevented from accessing 
a company’s French version of its website and is 
automatically re-directed to the Irish version, despite 
entering the correct web address for the French version.
     Geo-discrimination is treating online consumers 
differently due to their location. An example is if an Irish 
consumer is allowed to view the French version of a 

company’s website but not allowed to make purchases.
     Geo-discrimination also covers in-person transactions 
where a consumer, although physically present in a 
country, is treated differently due to their nationality or 
residence. This may take the form of attempting to apply 
different terms and conditions or an outright refusal of 
sales. For example, an Irish family being told that family 
discounts only apply to Spanish families at the entrance to 
a Spanish theme park is geo-discrimination.

What businesses can no longer do within the EU
• Restrict access to a website that was intended for 

consumers within a particular geographic area.
• Force a person to buy from a particular website 

intended for that country or group of countries alone.
• Limit consumers to a particular website, even if they 

initially consent to being re-directed to that website.
• Automatically redirect consumers to another website 

set up for that location.
• Treat payment methods differently based on the 

consumer’s location.

What businesses can continue to do within the EU
• Have different websites for different countries and 

geographic areas.
• Use different prices on those different websites.
• Refuse to deliver to a particular part of the EU.
• Refuse to accept a particular payment method, 

provided that refusal applies across the EU.

The Regulation does not apply to differences in treatment 
which apply solely within countries. In addition, it does 
not apply to a number of different products and services, 
including:
• Transport services (existing EU non-discrimination 

legislation already applies).
• Retail financial services (some existing EU non-

discrimination legislation already applies).
• Audio-visual services, such as streaming services and 

e-books.

Traders who fail to comply with the Regulation are subject 
to criminal sanction in Ireland.
The Competition and Consumer Protection Commission 
is the Irish body responsible for ensuring that businesses 
comply with the Regulation. It has published a business 
guide ‘Geo-blocking: What you need to know’ on its 
website https://www.ccpc.ie/
     The European Consumer Centre Ireland provides free 
information to consumers about their rights under the 
Geo-blocking Regulation. It can also help consumers to 
settle disputes or provide information on the next steps if 
no settlement is reached. For more information visit 
www.eccireland.ie.
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MARCH OUTING TO MIDLETON

On 10 March a group travelled from various 
branches for a relaxing four-night break to 
The Midleton Park Hotel, which was extremely 
comfortable, and we enjoyed delicious meals 
and two day tours.
     On our first outing we visited Cobh from 
where we took a boat trip across Cork Harbour 
to visit Spike Island. The Fortress at Spike is a 
wonderful tour and our superb guide explained 
the history attached to the island.
     The island, which is set on 103 acres in 
Cork Harbour, was originally a monastic 
settlement. It was also a prison dating back to 
the Great Famine and at times held as many 
as 2,300 prisoners, what a bleak place to be 
incarcerated. Cobh is so steeped in history as it 
was the last port from which the ill-fated Titanic 
departed.
     On our second tour around Cork we visited 
Kinsale where we paid a visit to Charles Fort 
which dates back to the Battle of Kinsale. The 
town itself is very picturesque and there are lots 
of superb restaurants.
     No visit to Midleton would be complete 
without a visit to The Jameson Distillery and 
Irish whiskey museum. This distillery dates back 
to 1796 when it began life as a woollen mill 
and the distilling began at the site in 1823. 
     Our members thoroughly enjoyed the tour 
and some of them may have sampled the 
produce! On bidding farewell to Cork everyone 
was in agreement the Midleton trip was very 
relaxing and most enjoyable.

MARCH OUTING TO MIDLETON

Social Committee Group pictured at Midleton Park Hotel, on our 
outing to Midleton in March.

Group members on Spike Island.

Pictured at the Jameson Distillery (l-r): Carmel Crowley, Brigid 
Mulligan and Maureen Reilly.

Group members at Charlesfort, Kinsale.
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November: Four-night break to Falls Hotel, 
Ennistymon
At the request of our members we will once again 
return to The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare.
Departing on Sunday 10 November we have 
fantastic value with four nights’ dinner, B&B, nightly 
entertainment, cocktail demonstration, flower 
arranging, a quiz and dancing classes to name just 
some of the exciting events planned. 
     It also includes pick up from and back to the local 
train station. This superb value break costs only €225 
per person sharing, with a single supplement of only 
€15 per night extra [limited availability]. 

Christmas Market Break to Belfast
Need a break before the hectic run up to the Christmas 
season? Well then, our weekend trip on 29-30 November 
to Belfast may be just what you need to relax and indulge in 
some early Christmas shopping.
During this lovely weekend break to visit Belfast, you will be 
staying at the four-star Malone Lodge Hotel, which includes 
two nights’ dinner, B&B and entertainment on Saturday 
night. Coach pick-up is from Heuston Station and City North 
Hotel, and there will be free parking at the hotel for the 
weekend if you wish to avail of this pick up. 
     On Saturday morning we will visit Crumlin Road Gaol, 
followed by tea and scones afternoon free to shop or visit the 
Christmas markets in City Hall. On Sunday morning we will 
have a guided Belfast city tour by coach and see some of the 
famous sights such as The Falls Road, Shankill and the many murals. At lunchtime we will return home stopping for 
Dinner in City North Hotel.
     This weekend break is amazing value at only €230 per person sharing, single room €300. Cost includes coach, 
tours and meals. Early booking is essential as this tour is limited to fifty places deposit will be required.

Bookings: To book any of the listed outings or for further information please contact Social Committee members 
Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick on 086-6080679 or Michael O’Riordan on 086-8177985.

PLEASE NOTE: Single rooms are allocated on a first come basis and are allocated by hotels on a restricted basis.

UPCOMING EVENTS

September: Four-night break to Waterford City 
On Tuesday 3 September we have secured a great 
value break to Waterford for four nights, at Dooley’s 
Hotel in Waterford. The hotel is situated close to the 
train station and is within walking distance of shops 
and local amenities.
     Included in the package will be four nights’ dinner, 
B&B, evening entertainment, a guided walking tour of 
Waterford City and a day trip by coach to visit scenic 
locations. 
     Priced at only €235 per person sharing, single 
room €315, this outing is exceptional value, and a 
lovely time to get a break, so early booking is therefore 
essential. 
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Our efficient driver for the Scottish tour – Shaun Ferry 
– assisted us with our baggage and boarding as we all 
met at the Hugh Lane Gallery on Wednesday 3 April and 
shortly after 9am, and on schedule, we were on our way 
to Larne.
     The weather en-route took a turn for the worse, and 
a wind factor delayed our crossing to 4pm. Nonetheless 
we arrived on Scottish soil, undeterred and in good spirits. 
We reached our base – the excellent Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
overlooking the Clyde, in Glasgow around 8.15pm, where 
we dined, and socialised for the evening.
     The following morning, we were off to the beautiful 
city of Edinburgh, stopping on the way, with an exquisite 
view of the Firth of Forth, its stunning bridges, and 
picturesque villages. We were then given an extensive, 
interesting, and worthwhile tour of Edinburgh and its 
environs with ample exploration opportunities. These 
included Edinburgh Castle, Royal Mile, beautiful gardens, 
good eateries, and not forgetting some shopping therapy! 
     It was then back to the hotel, with an option to 
avail of the excellent gym, and pool activities. This was 
followed by our daily evening dinner at 7pm, where the 
quality and quantity of the food throughout our stay was 
superb. The meal was inevitably followed by socialising in 
the hotel bar, or perhaps, in local exploration.
     On Friday morning, in brilliant sunshine we were off 
to Loch Lomond Britain’s largest freshwater and arguably 
one of its most beautiful lakes, steeped in history, and 
brimming with a diversity of wildlife and fish. The guided 
audio tour of this area was a memorable highlight-buoyed 
by the good spirits and banter of our travelling group.
     Spectacular, enjoyable scenery was the order of the 
day, where we experienced the rugged beauty and 
attraction of the Trossachs and Scotland’s first National 
Park, interspersed with equally scenic cuisine breaks.
     Saturday morning saw us off to Perth straddling the 
River Tay with its fine Georgian architecture. This tour 
included a visit to Blair Athol Distillery specialising in single 
malt used in Bell’s whiskey. Founded in 1798, and steeped 
in folklore, we were provided with an entertaining and 
informative tour of the distillery. This had of course, to be 
followed by the traditional “wee dram” (or two!)
     A stop-off in the nearby highly picturesque town of 
Pitlochry, with all its delights, complemented and followed 
the distillery visit. We even managed a brief visit to the 
renowned Gleneagles Golf Club to round off our touring 
for that day. After a sumptuous dinner at the Crowne 
Plaza, we organised a well- patronised sing song/recitation 
session in the mezzanine overlooking the bar. This served 
to reinforce the depth of talent within the group, and 

THE SCOTLAND TOUR 

Gathering at the Hugh Lane Gallery on Parnell Square in Dublin on a sunny Wednesday morning, 47 intrepid 
travellers set off for an enjoyable five-day tour of Scotland in April, writes Frank Fitzpatrick, GSRMA Social 
Committee.

set a positive marker for more of the same the following 
night.
     On Sunday morning we were off to Stirling, steeped in 
Scottish history, and ancient heritage, famous for its castle 
and monuments. Our experienced, obliging, and careful 
driver Shaun, toured the area for us, and as applied to all 
our tours, we were regaled with well-chosen snippets of 
local knowledge, nuggets of information, and facts, by 
our genial guide -Padraig Harking. This was sprinkled with 
a lot of humour fun and wit.
     We attended Mass in a splendid church in Stirling, 
which was full of devotion, music, and ceremony, and 
were invited to partake in refreshments there, when Mass 
concluded.
     We then returned to Glasgow for our tour of that 
city and its surroundings. Glasgow, a port city famed for 
its Victorian Nouveau architecture, museums, cathedral, 
Science Centre and Peoples Palace, not forgetting a visit 
to Parkhead – home of Glasgow Celtic FC. 
     After our bus  tour of the area, we were given time 
to ourselves to explore the city – then back to the hotel 
– followed by usual high-quality meal, and to round off 
the day and equally high-quality night’s entertainment, 
courtesy GSRMA talent!
     Monday morning (8 April 2019), following our usual 
hearty breakfast, saw us back on our bus again for the 
homeward leg to our ferry at Cairnryan. A beautiful sunny 
morning exemplified our pristine surroundings along the 
coast, through Ayrshire, and on to Alloway –the cottage 
home of Robert Burns for a stop and a photo opportunity. 
Stunning scenery and pristine villages were the order of 
the morning, until we reached our crossing destination.
     In summary, a very enjoyable tour overall, with lots 
of highlights, varied and structured. Michael O’Riordan 
and I thoroughly enjoyed the company of a thoroughly 
gregarious, talented and fun- loving group. You were 
one of our best. Many thanks for wonderful company, 
wholehearted participation, generosity, and co-operation. 
One to remember!
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CAMPAIGN 
CONTINUES OVER 

PAY-PENSION PARITY
The lobbying campaign by the GSRMA in collaboration with the Alliance of Retired Public 
Servants’ continues unabated, writes Joe Dirwan, Central Committee. He reminds members 
that the present relativity (pensions linked to serving members’ pay) is due to end on 31 
December 2020.

Several meetings have 
taken place with 

officials in the Department 
of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, political parties 
and Irish Congress of 
Trade Unions (ICTU). 
    The Central Committee 
approved priority areas 
which has direct relevance 
to the pay-pension case. 
    I must once again 
remind members that 
present relativity (pensions 
linked to serving members’ 
pay) is due to end on 31 
December 2020, except 
for a small elite inner 
circle of politicians, judges, who will continue to have the 
same rights and entitlements as exist today for all public 
servants.
    The GSRMA, like other retired public sector unions, over 
the years had the luxury of being complacent in relation to 
pensions as they could rely on the serving colleagues to do 
the business but this arrangement is now time limited. 
    In the future retired public servants will be required 
to do their own bidding should they get an opportunity 
which at the time of writing is not assured. The 
government are hell-bent on linking your pension to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and should this come to pass 
the value of pensions will be seriously devalued. 
    A similar approach has been muted by the Department 
of Social Protection for the State (Old Age) Pension but 
this move is expected to meet fierce political opposition. 
There has been no increase in retired Gardaí pensions 
since 2008 and at the same time the cost of living and 
provision of services has increased exponentially.

ALLIANCE MEETING WITH DEPARTMENT 
A delegation from the Alliance, who was accompanied 
by two officials from the ICTU, met with officials from 
Department of Expenditure and Reform on 28 February 
2019.  The presence of the ICTU officials indicates the 
close co-operation between the two groups on a shared 
concern in relation to the future direction of pensions. 
    A draft agenda was circulated encapsulating the listed 
priorities and it was agreed to follow it. The officials 
gave an outline of the timeline for pension restoration 
as provided for in the PSSA, and spelt out in Cl 2/17 and 
Cl 2/18. Information on the numbers remaining to be 
restored after Jan 2020 and the cost of that restoration 
had been sought.  
    The officials said that the last accurate information 
related to the position in June 2018 and it would be June 
2019 before the up-to-date position would be available, 
but they said the estimated figure was 3,500 pensioners 
and the approximate cost €35m. They said that 12,000 
had been removed from the PSPR in 2019 and a further 
9,500 would be removed in 2020 when the threshold 
went to €54,000.
    On the ‘Pension Parity’ issue they agreed that it was 
‘dreadfully complicated’.  Pay was cut on one timetable 
and pensions on another. Consequently, restoration was 
implemented on non-concurrent timelines. 

PROVISION OF ‘GRACE PERIODS’
The issue was then made more difficult by the provision 
of ‘grace periods’ and retirements along the way. The 
application of ‘catch-up’ increases for the cohort who 
retired since 29 February 2012 added confusion to the 
process, because these increases were restricted to the 
‘basic’ salary and not to ‘total remuneration’.  
    This was questioned, as no such distinction was made 
when the PSPR was being imposed. It is still unclear 
whether ‘fixed pensionable allowances’ should have been 
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excluded from the increases when allowances calculated as a 
percentage of pay were included. The treatment of bereaved 
pensioners was also raised given that the 1.5% contribution was 
on top of the S/A contribution of 5%.
    Issues with the delay in paying the ‘catch-up’ increases and 
the 2019 PSPR restoration were raised with the officials, and 
the volume of queries and complaints being encountered was 
mentioned.
    On the matter of ‘Negotiation Rights’ they circulated the text 
of Minister Donohue’s response to Barry Cowan TD on 27
November 2018, in which the Minister reiterated the Government 
position: 
    “I can assure the Deputy that I and my Department are fully 
committed to maintaining the well-established dialogue with the 
Alliance of Retired Public Servants. Through ongoing recourse to 
that dialogue process, I believe that retired public servants and 
their representatives can be confident that their pension concerns 
will receive full and proper consideration as they have done in the 
past.”

UNWINDING OF FEMPI LEGISLATION
In response, it was stated that there was no process independent 
of the Minister in Office at any given time and this was 
unsatisfactory given the depth of feeling on pension reductions 
and preservation of parity post 2020.
    The USC anomaly was explained to the officials and 
while accepting that this was more properly a matter for the 
Department of Social Protection, a suggestion was made to them 
that it could be possibly solved by a tax credit. Means testing for 
the Household Benefits Package was also raised for the 66 to 70 
age band, but this again is not a DPER issue.
    The unwinding of FEMPI legislation was raised and our 
dissatisfaction that its continuance on the ‘books’ constituted 
a threat to pensions in the future. It was also stated that our 
members were aggrieved that now its provisions were just the 
subject of a ‘report’ to the Oireachtas in June each year, and no 
longer required a vote for its continuance.

LUMP-SUM CALCULATIONS
Under AOB the position of those whose salaries were cut in 
2009 and again in 2013 was raised in the context of pension and 
lump-sum calculations. The ‘grace period’ meant that those who 
retired post February 2012 had their calculations done on the 
pre-2012 scales. 
    A commitment was given by Brid Smith, TD, Solidarity-People 
Before Profit, at our meeting on 4 May 2019, to introduce an 
amendment to the Industrial Relation Act 1990, to provide for 
the definition of worker to include retired worker. It is expected 
that this amendment would be moved in the Dáil shortly, and 
if successful this will greatly enhance our position in future 
negotiations on Public Sector Pay and Pensions.
    At a recent Central Committee meeting it was agreed that 
the Alliance should seek a meeting with the National Pensioners’ 
Federation, so that both groups can co-ordinate efforts to resist 
the imposition of the consumer price index to pensions and that 
the current arrangement remain in place.

PRIORITIES SET OUT FOR 2019

1. Pay-Pension Parity: Maintain the 
long established principle of the link 
between serving members of the 
Gardaí and retired members’.  

2. Negotiations: Obtaining a Forum 
for Pension Negotiations, at present 
there is no mechanism available 
for direct negotiations. An ‘ad-hoc’ 
arrangement with DPERS allows 
Alliance Officials to meet with the 
department but does not confer any 
negotiating rights. Public sector pay 
agreements are signed off by unions 
and government which directly 
impact on pensions and retired 
public servants including Gardaí do 
not have input into its construction, 
acceptance or rejection.

3. Industrial Relation Act: This 
requires to be amended to include 
in the definition of worker - retired 
worker.

4. Consumer Price Index: This should 
not be used to link future pension’s 
increases as this will over-time 
considerable de-value pensions.

5. Correct the lump sum payments 
of those who retired since 29 
February 2012: Members of 
GSRMA in this category retired 
on a salary cut and therefore 
their gratuities were reduced. The 
increases in pensions in 2018 only 
applied to basic salary and not to 
allowances.  The late payment of 
catch-up increases to the same 
cohort of retirees as provided for 
under the Public Sector Sectoral 
Agreement 2018 to 2020 while due 
in January and September were not 
paid until November 2018.

6. USC Anomaly: (Public Service 
Pensions v State Pensions) and 
the exclusion of Public Service 
pensioners between 66 and 70 
years from the Household Benefits 
Package.

7. Full Restoration of Pay: There is 
still a significant number of retired 
members subject to pension levy.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

REFORM OF THE
JUSTICE SYSTEM
Dear Editor

I could not agree more with John O’Brien’s 
comments regarding the need for reformation 
of the criminal justice system in this country.         
    Drew Harris is well intentioned, I know, 
but I would question his suggestion regarding 
the prosecution of disciplining officers 
in relation to the juvenile courts without 
acquainting himself with the shambles that 
these courts are in.
    Many years ago, I decided what a waste of 
time and effort bringing any offender there. 
Nobody is ever sent to prison no matter how 
serious the offence. Parents don’t even bother 
to turn up half the time, and even culprits fail 
to bother to turn up sometimes, knowing they 
are represented by their legal aid lawyers 
who are always there to collect their fat fees 
from the state.
    Lumping the blame for this and other 
matters on the Gardaí alone is not fair. 
Does the vociferous Jim O’Callaghan have 
anything to say on this? I doubt it. What a 
pity John O’Brien is retired. 

Yours

John Barry
Dublin North Branch

Dear Editor,

It was sad to wake up on Good Friday to the news that 
a journalist (Lyra McKee) had been shot dead in Derry. 
Michelle O’Neill of Sinn Féin called the killing “a senseless 
loss of life” and she said she was “shocked and saddened”.
    I hope her words are genuine. As the leader of Sinn Féin 
in the Northern Ireland Assembly, perhaps Michelle O’Neill 
could use her vast array of contacts to help the police 

investigation? Any such information should be passed to the 
PSNI. 
    The death of Lyra McKee can bring about true peace, 
which can only be realised by ensuring that there is only one 
police force in Northern Ireland.

Tony Fagan,
Enniscorthy,
Co. Wexford.

SF MUST BACK UP WORDS WITH ACTION

REMEMBERING LIMERICK’S 
FIRST BAN GARDAÍ
Dear Editor,

I write to congratulate you on a magnificent ‘Winter 2018’ issue of Síocháin 
magazine – beautifully produced and great content/photographs etc. I note 
Kathleen O’Sullivan, who passed away in August 2018, is listed under the 
heading ‘Deceased Relatives’ – as her husband was Garda Tim O’Sullivan – 
now living in Corbally, Limerick City.
    However, Kathleen was more than a Deceased Relative – she was a 
member of the first group of Ban Gardaí to arrive in Limerick City on 8 
October 1962. I was attached to the Sergeant’s Office in Edward Street in 
Limerick at that time and I met them on their first day and worked closely 
with them over a number of years.
    Kathleen’s father was the well-known and much-loved famous Peter 
Dixon who was a Drill Instructor at the Garda Depot in Dublin’s Phoenix 
Park, while her brother and sister were also members, as are two of her 
children.
    I was involved with Chief Supt David Sheahan (now Assistant 
Commissioner) in arranging the 50th Anniversary of their arrival in Limerick 
– a lovely function with a visit the City Mayor’s Office etc. 
    Three members of the first group who arrived in Limerick in 1962 passed 
away recently – Sgt Peig Brown (Tierney), Teresa Dundon (Mitchell) and 
Kathleen O’Sullivan (Dixon).
    Mary Garvey married Inspector Willie Stratford and they reside in Dublin 
and Dympna Moore married Garda Gerry Canny – he died a few years ago 
and Dympna lives in Cork.

Kind Regards

Pat Kearney (Associate Member)
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor 

Paschal Feeney writes regularly re. pensionable pay parity 
and has forgotten about members who were deprived of 
parity in 1993, when after a 10-year claim for allowances to 
be pensionable was granted by Nora Owen but back-dated by 
only one year with members losing out by one day, one week 
or one month even, leaving Gardaí with a larger pension then 
their Sergeants. 
    Many years ago I wrote to the GRA who was negotiating 
with the government regarding pay etc. not to forget the 
pension injustice and that one day they would also be 
pensioners. 
    They did not even raise the matter. They now make up the 
most of the current pensioners who are asking for support 

from current members, those Macushla members who 
fought for the Conroy Commission were made second class 
pensioners in 1993. 
    Joe Dirwan’s recent letter gives a good history of the Garda 
pension but did not include the 1993 situation. He makes very 
good suggestions. I would suggest that the Alliance of Retired 
Public Servants with 140,000 members (not counting family 
and relations) put forward general election candidates, say 
one or two in Dublin and Cork. 
    Even if not elected it could prevent some larger party 
candidates getting elected and better then writing letters to 
ministers.

Peadar Daly [15801A]

PAY PARITY – PENSION INJUSTICE

Dear Editor

A very sincere thanks for displaying the Cork 1945 
Garda Photo in a prominent position in the Spring 
2019 issue of Siocháin. We were appealing to the 
6,000 readers of the magazine to see if anyone could 
identify the nine Gardaí. It was a long-shot for a 
photograph taken 74 years ago outside St Francis 
Church in Cork City.  Could the Síocháin find a 
‘memory-man’ that would answer our call?
    We are pleased to report that Mrs Teresa Brennan 
(wife of Cork City Branch Treasurer) while on 
her weekly visits to St Finbarr’s Hospital in Cork, 
brought along the Spring Síocháin and a large 
magnifying glass to test the memory of Retired 
Detective Garda Jas Murphy [09272L], a loyal Cork 
GSRMA member. 
    The 96-year-old, who captained Kerry to win the 
Sam Maguire Cup in 1953, was only too delighted to 
show his long-term memory was 100%. He recalls 
the photo was of a Watercourse Road Station Party 
taken in 1945; and the native county of each Garda 
is in brackets.

Tim Bowe
Secretary, Cork City Branch

CORK 1945 GARDA PHOTO IDENTIFICATION

Front Row (l-r): Garda John Brides (Cavan), Sgt John Butler (Dublin), 
Sgt Michael Sexton (West Cork) and Garda Paddy O’ Callaghan (Dublin).
Back Row (l-r): Garda Jim Dowling (West Cork), Garda Billy Kelly 
(Dublin), Garda Mick Moroney (Clare), Garda Jas Murphy (Kerry) and 
Garda Martin Hennessy (Tipperary).
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‘English Club Laos’ – the school for disadvantaged 
children – is situated in the beautiful UNESCO town of 
Luang Prabang. Laos is a beautiful mountainous country 
a little like Ireland, and I learned more from the Laotian 
people than I could ever give them. These unique people 
rekindled in me a spirit of compassion and generosity that 
I had almost lost in our modern age of technology.
     Financially however, the country is incredibly under-
resourced. Laos is monetarily the poorest country in the 
Asia-Pacific region though it is incredibly rich in spirit. 
60% of the population are Buddhist and 40% are 
Animists. 
     Most people who know me would wonder how my 
broad Tipperary accent went down with the locals but 
teaching conversational English is not difficult, all the 
students want is to be able to show that they can speak 
a little English which will help them to get a job in the 
tourist industry.
     Fresh, locally grown fruit and vegetables are easily 
available from the markets and one could survive easily 

IT’S A LONG WAY 
FROM TIPPERARY 

TO LAOS

on €10 per day. The weather is fabulous and you are 
guaranteed 25-30 degree temperatures every day from 
September to March. 

HONESTY & SAFETY
It is an honest and safe country, you could mislay your 
valuables and someone would care for them until you 
return. Laos is reminiscent of Ireland in the early 1900s 
and with a population of seven and a half million, I saw 
no homeless people during my time there.
     Reading is something we take for granted but the 
literacy level in Laos is very low. We managed to get 
some children’s books; fairy tales like ‘Snow White’ and 
‘Jack in the Beanstalk’ and started a reading class. It is 
unbelievable and so rewarding to see the smiles and joy of 
a person who has managed to read a full page of a little 
book.
     Their enthusiasm is infectious and it was like being in a 
divine presence, winning the Lotto could not replace it. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
As Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see in the 
world”. Volunteering is challenging at times but it is only 
when you get out of your comfort zone that you will 
begin to realise that it is what you do between birth and 
death that makes all the difference. 
     The rewards for volunteering are not measured in 
monetary terms, but are the beginning of a long journey 
with yourself, and the best way to find your true self is to 
lose yourself in helping others.

If anyone is interested in hearing more about the project 
and how you can help the school and the people of Laos 
email martintipperary@yahoo.ie or visit 
www.englishclublaos.org

Martin O’Connor, Carlow Branch, says 
he had the great privilege and pleasure 
to spend over 12 weeks in the beautiful 
country of Laos in Southeast Asia late last 
year, where he taught English in a school 
for disadvantaged children.

Martin and some of the students.



With the exception of the Scott 
Medal introduced first in 

1923 no other official medal was 
introduced until the 1970s when the 
long service and jubilee medals were 
introduced and presented to serving 
members. 
     In the 1980s the Garda oversees 
medal (Thar Lear) and the UN medals 
were introduced, followed in 2000 
by the Millenium medal, while 
the Commemoration medal was 
presented in 2016 the 1916.
     It has been well noted however, 
that only a few brave souls have ever 
ventured to display their colours at 
the annual Garda commemoration 
ceremony in Dublin Castle, but it’s 
hoped that this will change with time.
     It may come as a surprise to some 
readers to learn that there are no 
legal statutes governing the wearing 
of medals by retired personnel in 
Ireland. Therefore where you the 
retired member is concerned, the 
first thing to be said in relation to your Garda medals is 
that the medals are your personal private property to do 
with them whatever you wish, and to wear whenever, 
wherever and however the fancy may take you. 
     There are a number of conventions that inform the 
wearing of medals generally. These could conveniently 
be referred to as guidelines rather than rules. Medals and 
ribands are replete with symbolism. They are designed to 
represent something of significance to you the wearer – 

HOW TO WEAR 
YOUR GARDA 

MEDALS
There’s no culture to wear Garda medals and consequently very little within the ranks of 
retired members.Matt Cosgrave, Dublin North Branch, outlines modest attempts by the 
HARP Society to address the situation by encouraging members to wear them at events 
such as the annual interdenominational service for fallen RIC and DMP members and at the 
annual UK National Police Memorial Day.

Dublin North Branch members (l-r): Jude Murphy, Matt Cosgrave (Former 
GSRMA President) and John Collins, proudly wear their Garda medals.

something heartfelt which brings me neatly to the first set 
of guidelines of how medals should be worn.

1. MEDALS WORN OVER THE HEART
(a) All medals should be worn over the left breast in order 
of importance, from the centre of the body outwards 
towards the shoulder – known as the ‘Order of Wear’.
(b) In Ireland medals are unlikely to be worn in more than 
one row.

MEDALS OF HONOUR
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(c) They may be worn singly but ideally 
should be mounted in either swing or 
court style on a riband bar. There are six 
different sizes of bar designed especially to 
accommodate from one to six medals. 
     More than six medals may be 
overlapped with the first (i.e. most 
important one) shown fully. Irish ribbons 
are fractionally wider than UK ribbons, 
consequently mounting Irish medals on 
UK bars (easy to obtain) can present some 
minor difficulties, but nothing that cannot 
be overcome with a little bit of ingenuity.
(d) Due to the difficulty of obtaining 
ribbons it puts court mounting currently 
beyond the reach of most GSRMA 
members. However, if and when ribbon 
rolls become available to us we will have a 
contact in Northern Ireland to mount them. 
There is no difficulty in having them swing 
mounted, as this can be done in Mullingar 
by Mur Quinn.
(e) In order to avoid pinholes on suit 
jackets some members use a plastic medal 
holder pocket insert. That keeps the medals 
in place and fits discreetly in the breast 
pocket. These inserts are very popular 
among retired defence forces personnel. A 
downside of this practice, however, is that 
it rarely results in proper alignment. 
     Perhaps a better practice is to affix 
two parallel safety pins wrong side up and 
insert the brooch spike through the eyes of the safety 
pins. The medals will then be fully aligned and their 
weight evenly distributed, thereby avoiding any damage 
likely to occur to your jacket.

2. MEDALS IN THE CORRECT ORDER
(a) Irish medals should take precedence over foreign 
medals.
(b) Garda medals should normally take precedence over 
other Irish medals.
(c) UN medals which cannot be classified as either native 
or foreign are usually worn after native medals but before 
foreign medals.
(d) Valour Medals such as the Scott Medal or the Deeds 
of Bravery civil medal come first followed by service 
medals such as the Garda Long Service Medal and the 
Garda Overseas Medal and finally commemorative medals 
such as the Garda Jubilee Medal, the Garda Millennium 
Medal and the Garda 1916 Commemoration Medal.
(e) Within categories, for example the commemorative 
category, they should be worn in order of the date of 
award. 
(f) The above guidelines may conflict to some extent with 
Garda Code regulations for wearing medals in uniform 

– obviously as retired members we are not bound by the 
Code – but are more in line with international conventions 
which leads us to our next guideline.

3. RULES OF THUMB
Nobody tells a retired garda how to wear her/his medals 
but here again there are a number of rules of thumb that 
members should be cognisant of.
(a) Never wear another person’s medals with your own. 
These may, however, in certain circumstances be worn 
on the right side along with private issued or purchased 
medals.
The custom for wearing a relative’s medals on the right 
side began in Britain after the Great War when widows 
turned up at the Cenotaph wearing their fallen husband’s 
decorations. The custom soon found its way across the 
Irish Sea and took hold in the medallic culture here. This 
custom became known as “surrogate wearing.”
(b) Never wear medals on a shirt. Ideally they should 
be worn on a suit jacket or blazer. People who wear 
medals on a regular basis, frequently keep a blazer 
for this purpose thus avoiding pinhole damage to 
clothing. Alternatively you can use a plastic pocket insert 
mentioned earlier.
(c) When wearing medals singly, align them in a straight 

Pictured (l-r): Kevin Myers (journalist), GSRMA President Matt Givens, 
Eddie O’Donovan, Mary O’Sullivan (great grand-daughter of Constable 
McDonnell) and Gerry Lovett, HARP Secretary, at a wreath-laying 
ceremony at St Michael’s Cemetery, Tipperary Town at the graveside 
of Constable James McDonnell, who lost his life nearby at the 
Soloheadbeg Ambush in January 1919.

MEDALS OF HONOUR
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line, parallel to the ground. Avoid attaching them to your 
jacket in a haphazard manner as this does little to inspire 
respect and diminishes the value of your service, or the  
sacrifice or merit for which they were awarded.

4. OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL MEDALS
An unofficial medal is a privately-issued purchase 
medal, which is usually sold on the Internet largely for 
commercial gain.  So, my advice is that it and similar 
medals should not be joined to the Garda group but can 
be worn on the right side.
     A retired member’s medals are items of personal 
property to be displayed as their owner sees fit. So, it 
may seem somewhat of a contradiction, therefore, to lay 
down rules as to how they should be worn. 
     The dichotomy arose when UK police and military 
veteran organisations and elsewhere introduced protocols 
that reflected the medallic dress regulations of their 
respective services. There are no similar protocols in the 
GSRMA or to any great extent in our former service.
     Medals received from other public services and 
their representative agencies, as well as long-standing 
institutions would include Defence Forces; the Irish Prison 
Service; Civil Defence; Red Cross; Knights of Malta; 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution; National Firefighters’ 
Associations and the Civil Defence Officers’ Association 
must be worn along with but immediately after the 
Garda group and that their life-saving medals take 
precedence over their Long Service and Jubilee medals. 
However, on no account should non-Garda medals be 
introduced into the Garda group.
     There exists two Garda related medals which do not 
fit conveniently into any of the categories herein outlined, 
namely the GSRMA Liddy Medal and the Garda Roll of 
Honour Medal (given to the next of kin). They belong to 
a category called Hors de Dolour meaning “arising out of 
suffering”. 

     As these medals carry special significance for their 
owners, I recommend that they be joined to the Garda 
group and be given an appropriate placing in the order 
of wear commensurate with convention and their owners 
sense of decorum – the HARP Society’s advice is that they 
can be placed high in the groups order of wear.

MILESTONE COMMEMORATIONS 
Next year and the years following official Ireland will host 
a number of milestone centenary commemorations, not 
least of which be the founding of An Garda Síochána.      
     Therefore, it would be a fine and worthwhile goal 
for us GSRMA members to showcase our association by 
stepping out in file with our serving colleagues at some 
of the ceremonial parades to mark the events. 
     After all we should not be overly coy about the 
fact that it was our generation of Gardaí – the current 
GSRMA members – who stood between democracy and 
the terrorist threat and who are now seeking our place in 
the sun.
     So members, perhaps the time has arrived for you to 
do what you always promised you would do; search out 
those elusive medals and have them properly mounted! I 
will leave the final word on the topic to an eminent public 
servant from across the water, General Fitzroy MacLean 
MP (1911-1996) who seemed to have his finger very 
much on the pulse on the whole question of medal wear.
     “Medals are important in retirement. They may recall 
an act of bravery, a job well done, or just a long period of 
hazard and hardship endured in the line of duty with our 
comrades and friends, to be looked back on in after years 
with a mixture of pride and nostalgia.”

*The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance of 
the HARP Society, especially Eddie O’Donovan, Dublin 
North Branch, who provided the research material for this 
article.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR ASSOCIATION
Our website www.gardaretired.com and the quarterly ‘Síocháin’ magazine keeps members informed 

of developments across the 44 branches. If there are issues or items of interest you would like to see 

included in the future, contact the General Secretary, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington St, Dublin 8; 

e-mail gensec@gardaretired.com or phone 01-4781525. 
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At a meeting of Dail Eireann in April 1919 Eamon De 
Valera TD made a proposal to the Dail advocating a 

policy of ostracism and boycotting against the RIC, noting: 
“their history is a continuity of brutal treason against their 
own people.  They must be shown and made feel how 
base are the functions they perform and how vile is the 
positions they occupy”. In the political climate of the time, 
this statement was tantamount to a declaration of war on 
the RIC. 
     On 31 March a Resident Magistrate, Mr John C. 
Milling [a former DI in the RIC] was shot dead in his home 
at Westport, Co Mayo. The local Volunteers did not agree 
with some of the decisions he had made on the bench.
     On 6 April Constable Martin O’Brien [62375] who 
was guarding a prisoner named Robert Byrne at Limerick 
Workhouse was shot dead by a big group of Volunteers 
who entered the building and rescued Byrne. Sgt Goulden 
and Constables Tierney, Fitzpatrick and Spillane who were 
present in the building were also injured. The escapee 
Byrne was shot in the encounter and succumbed to his 
injuries on the following day at Meelick, Co Clare.
     On 4 August Sgt John Riordan [57242] and Constable 
James Murphy [69587] were shot at near a protection 
hut at Illaunbawn near Ennistymon, Co Clare. Constable 
Murphy was killed outright and Sergt O’Riordan died 
from his injuries on the following day. He was aged 45 
years and was a widower with no family. He was a native 
of Macroom, Co. Cork.  Constable Murphy was aged 22 
years and was single. He was a native of Co Leitrim.
     On 2 September, Sgt Philip Brady [54833], while 

POLICEMEN WHO 
FACED INCREASING 
DANGERS DURING 

1919
The lives of policemen from the RIC and the DMP became more at risk as 1919 progressed, 
writes Donal J. O’Sullivan, Tralee Branch. The big publicity in the first half of the year 
related to the first meeting of Dail Eireann on 21 January and the Soloheadbeg Ambush on 
the same date, the rescue of Sean Hogan at Knocklong and the fatal shooting of District 
Inspector Hunt at Thurles on 23 June 1919.

LOOK BACK

cycling with two Constables near Lorrha, Co Tipperary, 
was ambushed and shot dead. He had only arrived in 
Lorrha three days earlier. He was aged 46 years and 
was married with six young children He was a native of 
Redhills, Co Cavan.
     On 31 October Constable William Agar [63198], a 
native of Tullow, Co Carlow, was shot dead in the course 
of a raid by the Volunteers on the RIC Barracks at Ballivor, 
Co Meath. On 14 December Constable Edward Bolger 
[54668] was shot dead as he was going from his home 
to Kilbrittain RIC Barracks. He was 47 years old and was 
married with four young children.

SECRET ACCESS BY MICHAEL COLLINS
For the RIC, the year ended with the fatal shooting of 
Constable Maurice Keogh in Killarney on 24 December 
1919. A row took place in the town between soldiers and 
civilians and gun-shots were exchanged. 
     At a later stage of the investigation it was accepted 
that he had been shot by a colleague named Egan who 
was inebriated at the time. Constable Keogh died from his 
injuries on 30 December. He was a native of Kilmallock, 
Co. Limerick. The Dublin Metropolitan Police also suffered 
tragedies during the year 1919.
     On 7 April Michael Collins, TD was given secret access 
to the CID files at Great Brunswick Street [now Pearse 
Street] and he gleaned much information about British 
agents operating in the country. 
     He evidently also gained some information about 
members of the DMP who were conscientiously carrying 
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out their duties relating to subversive activities. 
     Piaras Beaslai TD was a member of Dail Eireann and 
an active Volunteer and he was arrested in March by D/
Sgt Patrick Smith for making a seditious speech and for 
having incriminating documents in his possession. 
     The D/Sgt was warned not to produce the documents 
in court but he did so and Beaslai got two years in prison. 
Collins set up a small squad to kill him. 
     D/Sgt Smith was waylaid outside his home at 51 
Millmount Avenue, Drumcondra on 30 July 1919. He 
finally succumbed to his injuries on 11 September 1919. 
He was 48 years of age and he had seven children.  His 
eldest son was the first to come to his assistance when he 
was shot. 
     The weapons used to shoot the Detective Sergeant 
were of small calibre bore but Collins arranged to have 
them replaced with .45 calibre revolvers to have more 
deadly effect. As a result of the shooting of D/Sgt Smith in 
Dublin Castle reacted by proscribing Sinn Fein.
     D/Sgt Wharton, a native of Killarney, Co. Kerry was 
involved in the capture of Piaras Beaslai following his 
escape from prison. He was shot and seriously wounded 
by members of Collins’ squad near St Stephen’s Green. 
Although the D/Sergeant survived the shooting, he was 
obliged to retire from the Force due to his injuries.

FURTHER SHOOTINGS 
On 12 September D/Constable Daniel Hoey of the DMP 
was shot dead in Townsend Street, Dublin by members 
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of Collins’ squad as he was returning to his station at 
Brunswick Street. It was alleged that he was amongst a 
search party who searched the Sinn Fein office earlier in 
the day, and that he had identified Sean MacDiarmuda as 
one of the leaders of the 1916 Rising. He was 32 years of 
age and was a native of Edenderry, Co. Offaly.
     On 19 October Constable Michael Downing was shot 
and fatally injured at High Street, Dublin. He was 23 
years of age and was single. He was a native of Adrigole, 
Bantry, Co. Cork. There was no obvious reason for 
shooting him.
     D/Sgt John Barton, a native of Ballymacelligott, Co 
Kerry, who was investigating the shooting of D/Sgt 
Wharton, was shot dead in the street adjacent to the CID 
Headquarters at Brunswick Street, during the evening 
rush-hour on 30 November 1919. He was 36 years of age 
and was single. It was alleged that he was shot because 
he had at some time earlier discovered an IRA arms dump 
in Dublin city. 
     The last major engagement of 1919 took place at 
Ashtown.Co Dublin [adjacent to the Phoenix Park] on 
19 December when an ambush was organised by the 
Volunteers with the intention of killing Lord French, 
the Irish Viceroy as he returned from holidays at his 
native Frenchpark in Co Roscommon to his home at the 
Viceregal Lodge. 
     Very elaborate arrangements were made for this 
ambush and those taking part included Sean Treacy, Dan 
Breen, Seamus Robinson, Martin Savage, Tom 



Kehoe, Mick 
McDonnell, 
Sean Hogan, 
Paddy Daly, 
Vincent 
Byrne, Tom 
Kilcoyne and 
Joe Leonard. 
The plan was 
to assassinate 
the Viceroy as 
he was driven 
from the railway 
station to the 
Viceregal Lodge 
at 11.40 am. 

VOLUNTEERS 
CONTINUE 
CAMPAIGN 
The Viceroy 
was usually 
conveyed in 
the middle 
motorcade of 
three cars but 
on this occasion 
he was in the 
first car and 
escaped injury. 
The Volunteers 
concentrated 
their firepower 
on the second car which was riddled with bullets. The 
driver named McEvoy was injured as well as Constable 
O’Loughlin of the DMP.  
     A lorry load of British military arrived on the scene and 
engaged in the shoot-out and Volunteer Martin Savage 
from Ballisodare, Co. Sligo was shot dead. Dan Breen 
received a bullet wound to his leg and spent some months 
recuperating in Dublin. 
     As much preparation had gone into setting up this 
ambush, the result proved a major disappointment for the 
Volunteers who anticipated a major publicity coup if they 
had succeeded in killing  the most senior figure of British 
control in  Ireland.
     As 1919 came to a close, the RIC especially, and to 
a lesser extent the DMP, were very conscious that 1920 
was not likely to be any better and that they no longer 
enjoyed the security which they had in the past. 

EVACUATION OF SMALL BARRACKS
In the early part of 1919 the attacks on policemen had 
been sporadic but as the year advanced the ambushes 
on the police and the attacks on barracks became more 
common and better organised by the Volunteers. Many of 
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the smaller barracks were evacuated and as soon as they 
were, they were burned down by the Volunteers.
     This left huge stretches of isolated country areas 
without a police service or police station. From this there 
was a resultant lack of Intelligence by the RIC. As the year 
went on, the Volunteers became more aligned with Dail 
Eireann and before the year ended they became known as 
the Irish Republican Army [the IRA]. 
     Michael Collins and other members of the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood (IRB) in Dail Eireann were the 
principal architects of this development. RIC members 
who were eligible for pension retired from the force – 
further depleting its numbers. 
     Where the barracks remained open they were literally 
turned into fortresses with sandbags and steel shutters for 
the protection of those who had to serve in them.

References:
‘Tans Terror and Troubles’ by T. Ryle Dwyer, Mercier Press
‘Police Casualties in Ireland: 1919-1922’ by Richard 
Abbott, Mercier Press
‘The Irish Constabularies: 1822-1922’ by Donal J. 
O’Sullivan, Brandon Books
‘A History of Pearse Street Station’ by Stephen Moore
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THE ONLY IRISHMAN 
IN DACHAU

During a trip to Munich last October, 
John Mulligan, Dublin North Branch, 
paid a visit for the first time to the 
former Nazi camp in Dachau. He relates 
the story of Michael Joseph ‘John’ 
McGrath from Roscommon, who had 
been interned there during WW2. He 
returned home to Ireland, but died 17 
months after his liberation from the 
injuries he had sustained.

Last October I went for a few days to Munich. I had 
been to Munich before and had a good knowledge 

of the city but had never gone to the former Nazi camp 
in Dachau, a suburb outside the city. I had been to 
Auschwitz in the past and to Terezin, the Nazi’s ‘Show 
Camp’ outside Prague.  We were familiar with the horrors 

of the Holocaust and the dreadful fate of the Jews, the 
Roma, homosexuals and other minorities who were 
persecuted there. 
     We went to the village of Dachau on the outskirts of 
Munich. The camp is close to the centre of the village and 
we reached the visitor centre with ease. There we bought 
our tickets and joined a group for an English language 
tour of what remains of the camp.
     Dachau was the first camp set up by the Nazis when 
they came to power in 1933.  Heinrich Himmler was then 
the Chief of Police in Munich and he needed a facility to 
detain those people who opposed the Nazis or disagreed 
with them especially those who were political leaders 
in the community. He identified a former munitions 
factory just outside Munich in the village of Dachau and 
commandeered it for that purpose. 

FIRST CONCENTRATION CAMP
Thus Dachau became the very first concentration camp 
for the Nazi state and the prototype for all those that 
followed later. Dachau was where Himmler and his 
acolytes developed and perfected their cruel abuse, 
torture, starvation and extermination programmes that 
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became a feature of their regime. Dachau itself 
was not an extermination camp though 30,000 
plus people were killed there and it did have 
some small incinerators used to dispose of 
bodies.
     In the original reception centre of the camp 
there is a large map on the wall on which the 
numbers of people from different countries 
who had been interned there. Russians, Poles, 
Hungarians, Dutch, French, German etc. and 
right there on the outer edge of the map was 
Ireland with the number 1. 
     One Irishman had been interned in Dachau 
and our curiosity was aroused – we just had to 
find out who it was and why was he there. We 
asked the guide and she knew very little about 
him. 
     He was Michael Joseph McGrath from outside Elphin 
in County Roscommon who was born in 1894 and who 
at 16 had gone to Lancashire where he joined an Officer 
Training Corps Group. He joined as ‘Joseph’ though he 
later changed to ‘John’ as he did not want to be called 
‘Mick’, the slang name for Irish in the British Army. 
     He gained a commission and fought with distinction in 
the First World War during which he was wounded twice. 
After the war he remained in the Army Reserve, though 
he returned to Ireland where he worked as a manager 
with the Savoy Group in Dublin and Cork.
     At the outbreak of the war in 1939 he was recalled to 
the army where he was assigned to the Engineers. He was 
part of the British Expeditionary Force and was not lucky 
enough to be one of those evacuated at Dunkirk. He was 
wounded and then captured outside Rouen in Normandy 
and had to endure a brutal march to a POW camp inside 
Germany. 

SUBVERTING GERMAN PLANS
The Germans began to separate the various nationalities 
in the hope of forming fighting groups and the Irish were 
an obvious target. Holding the rank of Major, McGrath 
was asked by his superior in the camp to volunteer for 
this group and to subvert Germany’s plans. In the new 
camp in Freisack he was well liked by the other Irish 
and persuaded three Tipperary men to volunteer for the 
training and to gather as much information as they could.  
     They obliged but their unwillingness to co-operate fully 
raised suspicions. They were interrogated by the Gestapo 
and McGrath’s involvement became clear.  
     To put the tin hat on his role he had written a full 
report on the situation and persuaded a young Irish priest 
based in Rome to smuggle it out and deliver it to the Irish 
Embassy there. 
     The priest did not physically deliver the message but 
telephoned the embassy and read it out over the phone 
and the German spy system which had the phone tapped 
got the whole thing.  For his punishment McGrath was 

sent to Saschenhausen Concentration camp where 
conditions were much more brutal. He remained there for 
some time and was then transferred to Dachau where, 
ironically, his conditions improved somewhat. 
     vHe was added to a group known as the 
‘Promeninten’ (and joined prominent politicians and their 
families from many countries such as France, Austria, Italy 
and Hungary). These people were given the same rations 
as the guards and so were better able to survive the 
rigours of the camp. 

RELEASE OF PRISONERS
However, in 1945 a new risk arose. US troops closed in on 
Dachau and orders arrived from Berlin to execute some 
prisoners and move the others away from their liberators. 
The first to be executed was George Elser, a Munich 
clockmaker who had planted a bomb with the intention 
of killing Hitler and his principal supporters. 
     The bomb had gone off but Hitler had been delayed 
in Berlin and he and his entourage had not yet arrived in 
the beer hall where the bomb had been planted.  Elser 
had endured terrible torture and treatment from 1939 to 
1945, so being shot may have been a blessed relief?
     The group, including McGrath, was taken on a 
rambling tour while the SS guards awaited the orders 
to execute them. In the end the collapse of the regime 
meant that the orders never came and some Italian 
resistance fighters persuaded the SS to release their 
prisoners.
     ‘John’ McGrath returned home in due course and 
resumed his work with the Savoy Group but he died 17 
months after his liberation from the privations he had 
suffered and from the effects of his wounds. 
     He is buried in his family’s plot in Elphin in Co. 
Roscommon. Michael Joseph ‘John’ McGrath was a proud 
Irish man. He was courageous and displayed enormous 
fortitude in the face of unbelievable brutality. He was the 
only Irish man in Dachau!



An Garda Síochána is tailor-made and advantageous for a scheme 
such as Cara Craoibh (Panel of Friends), primarily due to its 
historical close links and associations, writes Frank Fitzpatrick, 
GSRMA Central Committee Member. He says this worthwhile and 
easy initiative is peer support in continued, practical motion!

A Cara Craoibh scheme provides, communication, 
structure, governance, support and review 

mechanisms, for traditional visitation services undertaken 
within ‘the Garda family’. To set up Cara Croaibh in a 
Branch it is recommended that consideration be given 
to (i) Volunteer Selection (ii) Training (iii) Communication 
and (iv) Review Process.
     Volunteers should be sought from within committee 
and branch members.  While it is preferable that 
volunteers provide services within their own geographical 
area, this does not debar visitation to particular persons 
outside this area.
     It is also beneficial to agree ON a chairperson and 
secretary within the group, as it’s essential that the 
volunteer group take ownership of, and responsibility 
for the scheme. With volunteers in place, an effective 
communication system is important. It is paramount that 
all branch members are advised of the identities of the 
volunteers, their contact details, and area to which they 
have agreed to be assigned.

MISSION STATEMENT
A simple Vision Statement (e.g. To provide best service 
and support to GSRMA Garda retirees, spouses and 
partners) and a suitable Mission Statement may be 
helpful in the communication and governance process. 
The Central Committee can assist you in this area.
     It is also a good idea to keep serving Gardaí in the 
communication loop, such as at Divisional Welfare 
meetings, and the Employee Assistance Officer (EAS) is 
an important element here.
     Good and effective communication should exist 
within the Cara Craoibh group on visitation policies. 
Visits can take place on referrals, or on an historical basis. 
A reporting structure via Branch to Central Committee 
and escalation, via an EAS officer, also has merit.
     While many Gardaí have a lot of beneficial 
experiential exposure, there are training practices 

available which really help. Some ISO certified training 
has been provided by ALONE to approx 133 participants 
nationally. 
     The training is closely aligned to and is based on best 
practice in the Employee Assistance Service. The training 
provided encompassed areas of: (a) Confidentiality (b) 
Active Listening (c) Boundaries (d) Self Care (f) Role of 
Friend and (g) Role of EAS.
     The National Training/Seminar was provided on the 
principle of Train the Trainer. Further assistance in this 
area can be provided via the GSRMA Central Committee. 
Advisory guidelines have also been prepared and are 
available, on volunteer rights, Cara Craoibh expectations, 
and the Do’s and Don’ts. 

REVIEW MECHANISHMS
The initial pilot scheme of Cara Craoibh in Dublin North 
Branch had built-in review mechanisms. These involved 
quarterly reviews meetings by the volunteers. These were 
found to be very helpful as they provided a collective 
focus on issues and successes. It also ensured that group 
wisdom, expertise and experience was applied.
     Furthermore, it helped build and unite the team, 
providing activity metrics focus on present and future 
activities. To conclude your scheme will be as successful 
as the input provided.
     Any additional service we provide to our colleagues 
has got to be a plus. It benefits the receiver, and in many 
instances has similar impact on provider. A better service 
enhances the organisation’s reputation, and should be an 
attractive membership factor.
     In Cara Craoibh we are merely harnessing, and 
continuing traditional goodwill with the Garda family. 
The commitment required in Cara Craoibh is inherently 
within us, and requires minimal effort.
     It is a worthwhile and easy initiative to continue on 
our well-trodden path to caring for our comrades – Peer 
Support in continued, practical motion!

GUIDELINES ON 
SETTING UP ‘CARA 

CRAOIBH’

CARA CRAOIBH SCHEME

Síocháin   53



After completing his education at Tuam CBS, Pat 
Nolan immigrated in 1948 to Pontypool in South 

Wales, where he got employment in the building industry, 
attended night classes and trained as a bricklayer.
     Everything went fine until 1951 when he received 
a letter from ‘Her Majesty’s Service’ confirming his two 
years’ residence in the UK had placed him on a panel for 
national military service. This summons caused Pat such 
a shock that he decided to return to the Emerald Isle to 
seek his fortune.
     After returning home he was successful in gaining 
nine months employment with a large building contractor 
in Cork – John Sisk & Co – who was building Sarsfield’s 
Court Hospital near Glanmire, Co. Cork for the treatment 
of tuberculosis patients. 
     Following completion of the hospital development, Pat 
saw a Garda recruitment advertisment, sat the entrance 
examination, passed the medical and was attested to 
the force in November 1954 along with 250 recruits. His 
Garda Reg No. was 11082E.  
     Following a Garda Passing Out Parade at Phoenix 
Park Depot under drill instructor Sgt Jamsie Dillon, Pat’s 
new posting took him back to the Leeside, to McCurtain 
Street Station, Cork.  His salary of £6-14-0 rose by annual 
increments to £8-15-0 after 15 years’ service. 
     After four years under the command of Sgt-In-Charge 
Tom Barrett he was sent on temporary transfer during 
an IRA terrorist campaign (1959-61) for border duties 

THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF PAT NOLAN

Carrignavar (Carraig na bhFear, meaning 
The Rock of the Men) is a village in 
Co. Cork where Sgt Pat Nolan spent 
20 years before retiring from the force 
on 24 February 1987.  Recently after 
celebrating his 89th birthday he spoke 
with Tim Bowe, Cork City Branch 
Secretary, about his Garda career, which 
had many twists and turns over the 
years.

at Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal. On return to McCurtain 
Street Station he was appointed driver of the District 
patrol car with Garda Mick Leahy.  
     While attending a dance in Midleton in the early 
1960s he met and fell in love with Nurse Maura Hennessy, 
daughter of Garda Martin Hennessy (7343) Rosscarbery 
Station, Co. Cork. They got married at Turner’s Cross 
Church, Cork City in 1964 and later Pat’s building skills 
helped to set up a lovely home at Hartland’s Road, near 
the Lough, Cork City.   

MOVING TO ARAN ISLANDS
With just 10 years’ service completed promotion to 
Sergeant came his way in 1965 along with his station 
colleagues Christy Harrington and Noel O’Sullivan. 
     The promotion excitement ended with notification 
of a transfer posting as Sergeant-In-Charge of Kilronan 
on Innis Mór, one of the Aran Islands. Pat immediately 
appealed the transfer because it was causing excessive 

CAREER LOOK BACK

54  Síocháin 



hardship, because Maura was 
expecting their second child. 
The appeal outcome was not 
satisfactory with the transfer 
order postponed until April 1966. 
     In order to follow the 
promotion route, he was forced 
to sell their home for £2,680. 
With guidance of Garda John 
Brides (RIP) he purchased a Mark 
1 Ford Cortina [Reg. No. IPI-113], 
which was essential for travelling 
to his new destination.
     Along with their two young 
babies, Paraic and Mary, they they 
set off from Cork in April 1966 
and drove to Galway City. After 
making arrangements to store 
their Ford Cortina in Galway, they 
took an early morning crossing 
on the Naomh Enna to Kilronan. 
The family possessions were left 
on the pier and later Pat hired a 
tractor driver to convey them to 
the Sergeant’s Married Quarters. 

LIFE ON REMOTE ISLAND
This was their first introduction to a life on a remote 
island. The married quarters was a terraced house, one of 
ten previously used by Coast Guard personnel. It was not 
lived in for a few years and was in a terrible condition.  
     There was no electricity, no indoor toilet and the 
outdoor concrete water storage tanks were derelict for 
years. After the outbreak of influenza on the island a 
medical report condemned the old concrete water storage 
tanks and they were demolished.  
     The Kilronan station party with Sgt Nolan were 
Gardaí Christy Burke and John Ridge. Most of his annual 
leave was taken on the mainland with his family during 
January/February to avoid the harsh winters on the island. 
The Garda Representative Bodies came to his aid and 
submitted claim for an allowance £60 per annum for 
Gardaí serving on isolated stations such as Kilronan.
     The claim was based on isolation from normal 
amenities of the mainland and the precedents of primary 
teachers and a doctor who got special allowances on 
Aran Island. Disagreement was recorded on the claim 
when it came before Conciliation Council in June 1967 
where it was announced that in future the Commissioner 
would only transfer single members to Kilronan and after 
two years they could apply for transfer.  
     One year later, summer 1968, Sgt Nolan was still 
serving at Kilronan, when Minister for Justice Brian 
Lenihan TD, while on vacation to Innish Mor made a 
courtesy visit to Kilronan Garda Station. The visit was like 
that of a Guardian Angel because within two months 

Sgt Nolan was transferred to fill a vacancy at Carrignavar 
Station, Co. Cork.  Rena and Barry had been born while 
their dad was based in Kilronan.

RETURN TO THE MAINLAND
The family got a Céad Míle Fáilte from the local 
community as they settled into private rental 
accommodation at Carrignavar in the Blarney Garda Sub 
District. While living there the family increased to six with 
the birth of sons Aengus and David.  The Garda Station 
in the village was an old RIC Barracks, which in 1968 
had the strength of one sergeant and three Gardaí:  Tom 
McKenna (RIP), Joe Richardson and Joe Walsh. 
     In the years that followed transfer changes saw new 
members, such as Gardaí Tim Reidy, Seán O’Sullivan, John 
Kelly (RIP), Charlie Ryan (RIP), Tom Gallagher (RIP), P.J. 
Byrne, Jim Herlihy, David A. Herlihy, Peter G. O’Neill, Seán 
J. Twomey, Maurice J. Murray, P.J. O’Donoghue, John F. 
Finnegan and John O’Connell.  A new Garda Station was 
officially opened in November 1976 and later boundary 
changes in June 1985 moved Carrignavar into Cobh 
Garda District.
     Pat and Maura were determined to avoid further 
transfers. They purchased a local site where Pat put his 
building skills to good use in building a new two storey 
home.   In the garden he grew potatoes and vegetables 
for his family.  His four sons attended the local school 
primary and secondary schools while Mary and Rena 
travelled to Cork City where they attended St Angela’s 
College for their secondary education.
     When his retirement day came on 24 February 1987, 
he realised his pension 50% of his Sergeant’s salary was 

Pat & Maura Nolan.
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not adequate to support his family. At 57 years of age, 
he took on a completely new interest of pig fattening 
and purchased feed stuff from the local co-op society. 
When the pigs were ready for market, the co-op collected 
them and his new initative was like a ‘piggy bank’ that 
supported a growing family. 

GRAVE INJUSTICE 
The Conroy Commission Report 1970 on the 
remuneration and conditions of service recommended pay 
increases to Gardai as well as payment for Rent Allowance 
and Unsocial Hours such as Night Duty and for working 
on Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays.  The Garda 
Representative Bodies made very strong submissions to 
restore the pre-1960 position where a Garda was entitled 
to free accommodation or a rent allowance in lieu and to 
make this rent allowance a pensionable emolument. 
     The issue was again on the ‘Terms of Reference’ 
when the Ludon Ryan Commission 1978 again heard 
submissions seeking to have the Rent and Unsocial Hours 
Allowances made pensionable. 
     Section 5.25 Ludon Ryan Report (January 1979) on 
the issue of Pensionability of Allowances read: “We 
make no recommendation relating to the pensionability 
of allowances.  To the extent that allowances have been 
made pensionable in other parts of the public service, 
this matter could best be pursued within the existing 
arrangements for Conciliation and Arbitration”. 

RENT ALLOWANCE AGREEMENT 
After years of negotiations the Rent Allowance 
Agreement was concluded in 1983 (backdated to 

1 October 1982) and the Unsocial Work Allowance 
Agreement was concluded in 1994 with effect from 1 
January 1993.
     The net point of these agreements was the 
Government made arrangements to have Rent Allowance 
classified as pensionable to Gardai who retired from 
1982; Unsocial Work Allowances made pensionable 
from 1 January 1993 and therefore excluded from Rent 
Allowance the pensioners who retired prior to 1982 and 
also excluded Unsocial Hours Allowance to pensioners 
who retired prior to 1993. 
     Approximately 1,500 retired Gardaí who gave 
exemplary service in the force felt they were unjustly 
treated. Many of them have since died, while others 
like Retired Garda Sgt Pat Nolan are still making 
representations to Government Ministers to right a grave 
injustice that resulted in their Garda pensions being of a 
much lesser value to other retired colleagues.
     Pat is a believer of ‘Ask and Thou Shall Receive’, 
and therefore he’s hopeful that the current Minister for 
Justice & Equality Charles Flanagan TD, will review the 
circumstances in this matter.
     Maura and Pat are not surprised that no one followed 
in his footsteps to join An Garda Síochána. The family 
are now in many places like Connecticut with Rena, 
Rosscarbery with Mary, Boston with Barry, or visiting 
Paraic in Kildare, Aengus in Bray and David in Cork. On 
the occasion of his 89th Birthday, Dad recited:
“Pat came from the West,
In Cork met the very best.
Now in his 90th year driving around
Claiming to be the oldest man in town.”
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SIR RICHARD WILLCOCKS

IRELAND’S FIRST POLICE 
CHIEF

Jim Herlihy, Cork City Branch, details the life and times of Ireland’s first police chief Richard 
Willcocks (1768-1834), who one of the most respected members of Dublin County’s 
magistracy. He was an inspector general of the constabulary for many years, receiving a 
Knighthood upon his retirement in 1827 as a well-earned mark of approval for the zealous 
and efficient discharge of his onerous public duties.
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Richard Willcocks was born in 1768 in Palmerston, 
Dublin the son of Richard Willcocks (1732-1800), 

solicitor, of Palmerston, Dublin and Jane Powell, who were 
married in 1759.
     He was also the nephew of William Willcocks (1736-
1813). He had three brothers, Robert (1760-1798), John 
(b.1764) and Joseph (1773-1814) who died in Fort Erie). 
Richard was a captain in the Palmerston Yeomanry (1803-
1808).
     He was appointed a Special Government Magistrate 
by the Duke of Wellington in Co. Limerick, 1808, Co. 
Waterford, 1810, Co. Tipperary, 1811, Co. Kilkenny, 
Garristown, Co. Meath and Co. Westmeath (1814).
He was appointed a major and the first Chief Magistrate 
of the Major Peace Preservation Force on 6 September 
1814 by Robert Peel in the barony of Middlethird, Co. 
Tipperary and based at Cashel (1814-1822).
     The success of Peel’s Peace Preservation Force was 
due primarily to the extensive work of Richard Willcocks 
(Mr Secretary Peel - The life of Sir Robert Peel to 1830 
by Norman Gash, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, 1961, pp.182/’3, 200/’1). 
     Willcocks sent a letter of thanks to Robert Peel 
for granting him leave to visit his family from Cashel 
to Palmerston at Christmas 1817. He was also Chief 
Magistrate in Rathkeale, 
Co. Limerick, 1820, and 
Inspector General of the 
Munster Constabulary 
(1822-1827)

ONE OF DUKE OF 
WELLINGTON’S MANY 
LETTERS IN 1812
TO SIR RICHARD 
WILLCOCKS
He was appointed 
Provincial Inspector 
General for Munster on 6 
November 1822 and he 

tendered his 
resignation on 
14 October 
1827, “owing 
to my late very 
severe illness 
and the general 
debilitated state 
of my health”. 
His reply pays 
high tribute and 
adds that the 
Lord Lieutenant 
“feels it to be a 
duty to provide 
adequately for 
the retirement 
of a respectable 
and deserving 
public servant,” 
all meticulously set down in Wellesley’s own hand. He was 
knighted in 1827.

ONE OF SIR ROBERT PEEL’S MANY LETTERS IN 1827 TO 
SIR RICHARD WILLCOCKS
A summary in 1827 of the service and the esteem in 
which Sir Richard Willcocks was held appears in the 
papers of Sir Edward John Littleton (1791-1863), 1st 
Baron Hatherton, Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland in ‘1833-4 (Staffordshire Record Office 
D260/M/01/1086): 1827, Sir Richard Willcocks’. 
     In 1803, he obtained and communicated to the 
Government the first information of Robert Emmet’s 
designs, and thereby prevented the insurgents from 
gaining possession of Dublin. 
     On that occasion he narrowly escaped assassination; 
eight persons having been stationed in different places 
for the purpose of attacking him. Immediately afterwards 
he organized a Yeomanry Corps in the County of Dublin, 
with the assistance of which he maintained the 
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tranquillity of his own 
neighbourhood. 
     He apprehended 
and committed to 
prison 35 persons 
concerned in Emmet’s 
insurrection. He was 
subsequently employed 
from 1807, to 1827, 
in active service in 
different parts of 
Ireland. He was sent 
as a Stipendiary 
Magistrate, from 
time to time, into the 
Counties of Kerry, 
Limerick, Tipperary, 

Cork, Waterford, Kilkenny, Meath, and Westmeath; by 
his own exertions unaided by police, he successively 
tranquillised those counties. 
     This was affected chiefly by obtaining private 
information, 
apprehending 
the principal 
offenders, 
bringing 
them to trial, 
securing 
witnesses, 
and 
preventing 
them from 
being 
tampered 
with. He was 
afterwards 
appointed 
Chief 
Magistrate 
under 
the Peace 
Preservation 
Act, and ultimately Inspector General of Munster, under 
the Constabulary Act. 
It is universally allowed that there never was a more 
efficient Magistrate. The honour of Knighthood was 
conferred on him on retiring. His allowances were the 
same as those of Major John Mills.”

ONE OF DANIEL O’CONNELL’S MANY LETTERS TO SIR 
RICHARD WILLCOCKS
Sir Richard’s eldest daughter, Sarah, married William 
Clarke, son of Edward Clarke, Palmerston in January 1812 
at Palmerston. Richard Willcocks died on 7 April 1834 at 
Palmerston, Co. Dublin and he was buried in St Laurence 
Church of Ireland Cemetery, Chapelizod, Dublin with his 

wife Lady Lucy Anne Willcocks (nee Irwin), who died on 
27 March 1840, aged 73 years. 
     His eldest son, Robert Henry Willcocks, formerly 
Lieutenant Colonel 81st Regiment of Foot (Loyal Lincoln 
Volunteers Regiment), died on 14 April 1859, aged 65 
years.
     Sir Richard’s second son, John Willcocks, born in 1795 
in Palmerston, Co. Dublin, followed his father into the 
constabulary, appointed a 3rd Class Chief Constable on 
1 October 1821, appointed a stipendiary magistrate on 
15 February 1832 and a resident magistrate on 1 October 
1836, retiring as a RM on 1 June 1860. 
     In retirement he resided in Tullamore, King’s County 
(now Co. Offaly) and died on 4 November 1872 at St 
Laurence, Chapelizod, Co. Dublin; will proved on 3 
January 1873 at the Principal Registry by the oath of John 
Willcocks, Junior, Esq, the sole executor – effects under 
£100 and was buried in St Laurence Church of Ireland 
Cemetery, Chapelizod, Dublin with his wife Mary Anne. 
     She died on 4 March 1863, aged 59 years, daughter of 
Dr Ambrose Going, Ballyphilip, superintending magistrate 
of Co. Limerick John’s son John Willcocks, JP, late Captain 
3rd Middlesex Militia, died on 31 May 1882, aged 50 
years.
     His widow Annie Adela Waller Willcocks, nee 
Biddulph, whom he married in 1867 was afterwards the 
wife of John Ouseley Murphy (father of Charles Ouseley 
Murphy, RIC District Inspector), died on 21 April 1926 
aged 79 years.
     His parents Sir Richard and Lady Lucy and brothers, 
Robert Henry and Rev William are buried in the adjacent 
vault; Sir Richard’s third and youngest son Rev. William 
Willcocks, BA Vern., 1822, MA, 1832 was rector of the 
Parish of Palmerston for 36 years and died on 28 February 
1871, aged 70 years, having rebuilt St Laurence Church, 
Chapelizod in 1839. 
     His grandson, John Willcocks of Palmerston, only son 
of Captain John and Annie Willcocks, nee Biddulph was 
born on 14 April 1872 and died on 7 March 1918 and 
also Florence, wife (married in 1897) of Captain Benjamin 
Ivan Tilly (d.1953) and youngest daughter of Captain John 
Willcocks, J.P, was born on 29 January 1877 and died on 
29 October 1925.
     Sir Richard’s death notice in The Cork Evening Herald 
of 9 April 1834 reads: “Sir Richard Willcocks, one of 
the oldest and most respected members of the county 
of Dublin magistracy died at his late Dublin residence, 
Palmerston, yesterday. He was many years inspector 
general of constabulary and upon his retirement in 1827 
he received the honour of Knighthood at the hands of 
the Marquess Wellesley as a well-earned mark of approval 
for the zealous and efficient discharge of his onerous 
public duties. He was in private life a most inestimable 
character, and in public, everything that activity, sound 
discrimination and honesty of purpose could make a 
man.”

SIR RICHARD WILLCOCKS



THE ‘MOMO CHALLENGE’
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The ongoing social media activity called the ‘Momo 
Challenge’ has been linked to suicidal behaviour 

in several countries. Primarily targeted at children and 
adolescents, the challenge involves users receiving 
instructions to chat with a stranger via an unknown 
number on ‘What’s App’. Once the interaction 
commences they are challenged to complete a series of 
extreme tasks in the hope of meeting ‘Momo’, a fictional 
character with bulging eyes and a wide mouth. 
      The artwork, called Mother Bird by Link Factory, was 
thought to be inspired by the work of a Japanese artist 
Midori Hayashi, however according to officials neither 
the Link Factory nor Midori Hayashi are affiliated with the 
challenge.
      If the player refuses to follow orders, ‘Momo’ replies 
with a series of violent images and threats. Some have 
claimed their interactions with ‘Momo’ included being 
sent violent images during the night, threatening to 
appear while they are sleeping and curse them. 

ONLINE SAFETY
In several countries Computer Crime Investigation 
Units and the police have put out a warning about the 
‘Momo Challenge’, advising people to avoid talking to 
strangers on the app, and recommend that parents have 
conversations with their children about online safety. 
      In light of recent global discussion about certain 
negative impacts of social media on youth suicide and in 
order to become more proactive and help reduce the risk 
of the Momo Challenge gaining additional attention and 
participation, as well as minimizing the risk of suicide, 
SAVE and IASP urge all representatives and youth serving 
organizations to monitor cases and individuals carefully. 

The challenge involves users receiving 
instructions to chat with a stranger via an 
unknown number on ‘What’s App’.

In response to the global media coverage 
surrounding the ‘Momo Challenge’, both 
Suicide Awareness Voices of Education 
and the International Association for 
Suicide Prevention have expressed major 
concerns about the negative impact on 
vulnerable young people, and suggest 
that the media should be highly cautious 
when and if reporting on this story.

MAJOR CONCERNS OVER 
‘MOMO CHALLENGE’

      Parents, teachers, mental health professionals 
and others should be aware of the need to talk with 
adolescents and children who have heard about, joined 
or are engaged in any aspects of the challenge and to 
encourage them to express their feelings in response to the 
game. 
      For young people who have engaged in self-harming 
behaviours or who have plans to hurt themselves, 
immediate intervention is suggested. In these situations, we 
recommend that parents contact their local medical doctor 
or youth mental health service. 
      Both SAVE and IASP are conscious of the potential 
negative impact of increasing media coverage of the 
‘Momo 
Challenge’ 
and, 
therefore, 
recommend 
that the 
media 
should not 
reinforce the 
dissemination 
of this 
phenomenon, 
and should 
adhere to 
international guidelines and recommendations when 
reporting on suicide. 

INFORMATION RESOURCES
For further information visit www.reportingonsuicide.
org and in any stories that are written, media should 
include factual information on suicide and rates, the 
research-based warning signs for youth suicide www.
youthsuicidewarningsigns.org and details of helplines and 
support services for adolescents and concerned parents. 
      An overview of relevant helplines and support services 
for people in distress in different countries can be accessed 
via: https://www.iasp.info/resources/Crisis_Centres.
      For further details also contact Dr Dan Reidenberg, 
Executive Director at Suicide Awareness Voices of Education 
(SAVE) by email dreidenberg@save.org; and Prof Ella 
Arensman, School of Public Health, College of Medicine 
and Health, and Chief Scientist at the National Suicide 
Research Foundation, on 021-4205541 or e-mail: ella.
arensman@ucc.ie. 



150TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF 
WORLD’S FIRST 
ROAD FATALITY

The 150th anniversary of the world’s first road collision fatality will be marked on 31 
August. Michael Brosnan, Wexford Branch, recounts the tragic accident on the morning of 
31 August 1869, in Birr, Co. Offaly, which claimed the life of Mary Ward (1828-1869) who 
blazed a trail in the 19th century Ireland as a leading scientist of her generation.

The passengers on board the pioneering steam 
locomotive carriage, built by William Parsons, the 

Third Earl of Rosse of Birr Castle  (Scaife, 2000), were 
Henry Ward, his wife Mary, two of William Parson’s sons, 
Charles and Richard Clere and the boys’ tutor, Mr Biggs, 
who was driving. 
     The vehicle jolted at the junction of Cumberland Street 
(now Emmet Street) and Oxmantown Mall, throwing Mary 
Ward from her seat and she was hit by the wheel. Mary 
was attended a couple of minutes later by Dr Woods, 
a local doctor, but she died at the scene. Her neck was 
broken, and her skull fractured (Fallon & O’Neill , 2005).
     Mary Ward’s inquest took place the following day 
by coroner John Corcoran and the cause of death was 
recorded as “accident fall from a steam engine”. This 
tragedy was reported in the local paper ‘The Kings County 
Chronicle’ as well as in Dublin’s ‘Evening Mail’ and 
‘Evening Post’. The collision is remembered in Birr today 
where information is available on various street boards 
along the route. 

AN EXTRAORDINARY WOMAN 
The remarkable story about the first fatal road collision 
is not the collision itself, but the person who died. Mary 
Ward was a very extraordinary woman of her time. She 
was an author, astronomer, microscopist, naturalist, she 
also had eight children, a lazy husband and was not 
always in good health.
     Mary was born Mary King on 27 April 1828 at Ballylin 
near Ferbane in Co. Offaly. She was daughter of Rev. 
Henry King and his wife Harriett. She was the youngest 
of four children, with two sisters Jane and Harriette 
and a brother John Gilbert. The King family had been 
established at Ballylin since 1762, when they bought 247 
acres of land  (Sheil, 1998). Ballylin was a large mansion 

situated on an estate that had increased to 3,922 acres. 
     Mary King’s mother, Harriett, was a member of the 
distinguished Lloyd family in County Offaly. Harriett’s 
sister, Alice Lloyd married Laurence Parsons, 2nd Earl of 
Rosse and was mother of the famous astronomer William 
Parsons, third Earl of Rosse who had designed and built 
the steam carriage.
     Mary had a delightful upbringing in Ballylin. She had 
the security, stability and leisure time to investigate the 
natural world around her. She was taught at home by 
a governess. She was however denied the opportunity 
afforded to her brother, who was sent away to school, as 
preparation for entry to Trinity College, where he studied 
subjects deemed unsuitable for Mary and her sisters. 
     The foundations on which Mary established her 
scientific knowledge were laid down during her early 
childhood. She absorbed a vast store of scientific facts 
from books, newspapers and periodicals on which she 
could lay her hands. In the Library at Ballylin were to be 
found a collection of almanacs and star maps which were 
her grounding in astronomy (Harry O. , 1988). 

FINDING HALLEY’S COMET
One autumn evening in 1835, the Reverend Henry King 
and his wife were entertaining at their home in Ballylin. 
Suddenly, their youngest daughter Mary burst into the 
room. She had, she announced to the assembled guests, 
been looking for Halley’s Comet with her telescope. And 
she had found it. She was 8 (Pain, 2005). 
     Later, on the advice of the astronomer Sir James South, 
her father bought a microscope for Mary’s use, which at 
the time was considered to be the finest microscope in 
Ireland. Mary read everything she could about microscopy 
and was soon more expert than the experts. 
     She made her own slides from slivers of ivory, prepared 

LIFE AND TIMES OF MARY WARD
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her own specimens and drew her observations in near 
photographic detail. When Scottish physicist Sir David 
Brewster wanted microscope specimens, he asked her 
to make them. He admired her drawings too and used 
them to illustrate his papers (Brewster, 1864) and books 
(Brewster, 1860).
     As a cousin of William Parsons, the Third Earl of Rosse, 
Mary was a regular visit to Birr Castle. Mary was 27 years 
younger than her cousin William and 14 years younger 
than William’s wife Mary, Countess of Rosse (1813-1885) 
and the two women became great friends. 
     At Birr, Mary and her sisters would have met many 
of the most celebrated men of science of the period 
including Sir David Brewster, Sir James South, Sir William 
Rowan Hamilton, Warren De La Rue, Sir Richard Owen, 
William Scorsby and William Spence (the distinguished 
entomologist) (Harry O. , 1988).
     Mary King married Henry Ward of Castleward, 
Stranglough County Down on 6 December 1854. He was 
born on 26 July 1828 and was the second dashing son of 
Edward Ward, Third Viscount of Bangor. He was educated 
at Rugby School, Rugby, Warwickshire, and at Sandhurst 
College. He gained the rank of officer in the service of the 
43rd Light Infantry. He fought in the Xhosa War  between 
1851 and 1853. He gained the rank of Captain in 1854 
(Levine-Bart, 1867). 
     As an aristocrat, Henry Ward had no formal 
employment, but enjoyed a life of hunting, fishing, 
playing cricket and attending social gatherings (McKenna-
Lawlor, 2003). Henry and Mary’s apparent main source 
of income was the interest from Mary’s dowry which 
consisted of Railway Shares. They had little money and no 
home of their own but lived in a series of rented houses 
at Booterstown, Moate, and at several addresses in or 
near Kingstown, Dublin. 

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE 
In 1856 Mary began her literary career under the 
guidance of William Parson (McDowell, D. 2015), She 
wrote and hand printed a booklet on specimens of insect 
eggs and larvae that had been sent to her, and which 
she examined under the microscope. A ‘Windfall for the 
Microscope’ was intended for distribution to friends and 
was formally published much later. 
     This first venture was followed a year later by ‘Sketches 
with the Microscope’, a collection of letters on common 
objects suitable for examination under the microscope. 
The plates Mary lithographed herself and were hand 
coloured by a Dublin engraver. 
     Then a local printer in Parsonstown was commissioned 
to print 250 copies. One was shown by her brother-in-law 
to a London publisher, Groombridge & Sons who bought 
the copyright and republished it in 1858 under the title A 
World of Wonders Revealed by the Microscope.
     Encouraged, Mary wrote a popular guide to 
astronomy, explaining from her own experience how to 
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get the most 
from a small 
telescope, 
what to look 
for and where. 
Her advice on 
observing a 
comet was to 
discover one 
“humbly in the 
newspaper”, 
and then follow 
its progress. 
She did exactly 
that when 
Donati’s comet 
unexpectedly 
appeared in 
1858, turning 
out in the dead 
of night or early hours of the morning to examine and 
draw the spectacle.
     In September and early October of that year, she kept 
her two-inch telescope fixed on the comet, drawing its 
changing form as time passed. By 28 September, it was 
spectacular. “The nucleus was very bright and glittered in 
the telescope more like a star than a planet,” she recalled 
(Ward T. , 1864). Two days later “the appearance of the 
comet on that cloudless evening suggested the shape of 
a bird of paradise feather and was beyond imagination 
graceful and beautiful”.
     This book, Telescope Teachings (first published 1859) 
proved highly successful, and went through several 
editions, with revisions, and Microscope Teachings 
(published with this title in 1864), and later simply as The 
Microscope and The Telescope, by ‘The Hon. Mrs Ward’. 
They were favourably reviewed for their easy style and 
especially for the quality of Mary’s illustrations. 
     Mary Ward also published, in 1859, Entomology in 
Sport and Entomology in Earnest in collaboration with 
her sister, Lady Jane Mahon. Two of Mary’s books were 
selected as exhibits and displayed at the International 
Exhibition in Crystal Place in 1862. 

‘YOU KILLED HER, YOU BURY HER’
On Mary’s tragic death in Birr on 1869, the Earl of Rosse 
sent a long telegram to John King, Mary’s brother, 
explaining the circumstances of her death and requesting 
instruction regarding funeral. John’s reply was curt; “You 
killed her, you bury her”. She is buried in the Rosse family 
vault in Birr Castle grounds (Ryan, 1994).
     Little is known of the whereabouts of the steam car; 
family lore is that it was broken down immediately after 
the crash by the grieving family and its remains may lie 
under the courtyard of Birr Castle.  The motor historian 
Bob Montgomery has made the interesting observation 
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that no photograph of the steam vehicle 
has been found, although Mary, Countess 
of Rosse (1813-85) was a medal-winning 
pioneering photographer who took pictures 
of nearly everything and everyone at Birr 
Castle . 
     He resurrected the word “deodand” 
defined as a ‘thing that  caused person’s 
death and was forfeited to the Crown for a 
charitable purpose’. It is understandable that 
all the pictures of the steam vehicle which 
surely must have been taken would have 
been ‘deodised ’ so as to remove all trace of 
the cause of this dreadful tragedy and that 
the locomotive would have to be buried. 
Montgomery comments; “Should such a 
photograph ever come to life it would be the 
equivalent of finding the “holy grail” of Irish 
motoring history”.

SETTING A FINE EXAMPLE
What would have happened to Mary if she 
had survived the collision on 31 August 
1869? Speculation is probably a futile 
exercise, but her circumstances would have 
improved. After her death, Henry Ward 
moved with the children back to his home 
in Castleward in Co Down. He took up a 
position as a debt collector for his brother 
Edward, Fourth Viscount of Bangor. 
     Edward, a bachelor died, and was 
succeeded to the title of Fifth Viscount of 
Bangor on 14 September 1881 by Henry.  
Henry and his family saw a vast improvement 
in their lives. Henry married Elizabeth Eccles, 
only daughter of Hugh Eccles in 1874. Henry 
sat in the House of Lords between 1885 
and 1911. He held the office of Justice of 
the Peace and Deputy Lieutenant of County 
Down. 
     Mary Ward, had she survived, would 
have had a prosperous life as the Baroness in 
Castleward. I have no doubt she would have 
carried on with her scientific research and 
produced books, sketches and articles well 
into the 20th century. 
     It is ironic the first female undergraduates 
admitted to university were those who 
entered Edinburgh University in October 
1869, two months after Mary’s death. In 
Ireland women only gained access to the 
Royal University of Ireland in 1879, to Queen’s 
Colleges from the 1880s and to Trinity 
College in 1904 (Harford, 2008).
     As well as on the information boards 
around the streets of Birr, Mary is also 
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Title Year Pages Journal

How to use a 
telescope

1860 213-214 Recreative 
Science

The Conjunction 
of the plants 
Jupiter and 
Venus

1860 222-223 Recreative 
Science

The Lunar Eclipse 1860 279-283 Recreative 
Science

The Transition of 
Venus

1862 71-75 Intellectual 
Observer

Observations on 
Comet II 

1863 205-219 Intellectual 
Observer

A Windfall for 
the Microscope

1864 12-17 Intellectual 
Observer

The Natter Jack 
Toad in Ireland 

1864 227-232 Intellectual 
Observer

The Auroral 
Watch as seen in 
Ireland

1865 382-385 Intellectual 
Observer

The November 
Shooting Stars 

1868 449-458 Intellectual 
Observer

MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS
During the 1860s up to her death, Mary contributed several 
academic articles to scientific journals relating to nature, astronomy 
and microscopy. The variety are shown below:

commemorated today in a number of ways. The National Office 
for Traffic Medicine sponsors the Mary Ward Essay Prize for Traffic 
Medicine, which aims to raise awareness of traffic medicine among 
medical and allied health students. 
     A plaque, which was unveiled at Ferbane Arts and Heritage Centre 
to Mary, is part of a National Programme to honour scientists. And the 
Heritage Centre is now named the Mary Ward Centre of Heritage.
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Question: What is the standard of the legal duty of care 
owed by an occupier of a premises (e.g. a householder) to 
a visitor where the occupier takes on the task him/herself 
of carrying out DIY repairs within the premises (e.g. home) 
and where such actions in undertaking the DIY task 
creates a danger, which in turn is responsible for causing 
injury to a visitor on those premises?

Answer: The occupier will be judged against the 
standard of care that would have been expected, not 
of the professional ‘tradesman/woman’ (hereinafter 
‘tradesman’), but of the reasonably competent tradesman, 
asked to carry out the same DIY task. The standard of care 
will not be judged against the subjective competency of 
the occupier who carries out the DIY task him/herself.

INTRODUCTION
An occupier of a premises is under a statutory duty, as 
provided for at Section 3 of the Occupiers Liability Act 
1995 (hereinafter ‘the 1995 Act’) to take such care as is 
reasonable in all the circumstances to ensure that a visitor 
to his/her premises does not suffer injury or damage by 
reason of any danger thereon.
     In December 2012, the High Court dismissed a 
Plaintiff’s (Elaine Newman) personal injuries claim for 
damages for the loss of her right eye, when she visited 
the home of the Defendants (Patrick and Marie Cogan) in 
Delvin, Co. Meath in June 2007.  
     The Plaintiff appealed the High Court decision and in 
June 2017 the Court of Appeal reversed the finding and 
found in favour of the Plaintiff. The Court laid down the 
appropriate standard of the duty of care for householders 
carrying out DIY tasks within their own homes.

The Occurrence – June 2007
Elaine Newman was 21 years of age when she visited the 
farmhouse of her boyfriend’s parents in Devlin, Co. Meath 
in June 2007.  During the course of the visit, she and her 

boyfriend (Emmet 
Cogan) went out 
via the back-door 
porch area into the 
yard at the back of 
the house; Elaine 
went out to smoke 
a cigarette, Emmet 
went out to get a 
bag of meat from 
a deep freeze in a 
shed.  
     After a short 
while, Elaine went 
back into the 
house, via the back 
door, not realising 
that Emmet was 
close behind her 
with the frozen 
meat in his hand.  She closed the back door and was still 
facing it when Emmet tripped over clutter in the porch 
area. 
     He fell forward and the bag of frozen meat that he 
was carrying went through the glass panel on the left side 
of the door that Elaine was facing. The glass shattered 
in an explosive fashion and one of the many glass shards 
went into Elaine’s right eye. The injury was so severe that, 
sadly, Elaine lost the use of her right eye and now has an 
artificial eye. 
     Patrick Cogan, (first-named Defendant) a farmer by 
occupation, had inserted two new glass panels himself 
into this same back door about six years previously. 
The technical standards and guidelines that applied in 
2000/2001 required the use of toughened/safety glass in 
such doors. Patrick Cogan did not use toughened/safety 
glass when he replaced the glass panel himself in the back 
door at that time.

LEGAL LOWDOWN 
OF DOMESTIC DIY 

WORK
In the event of an injury sustained by a visitor as a result of DIY work carried out by the 
householder (who will be judged against the standard of care that would have been 
expected of the reasonably competent tradesman carrying out the same DIY task), Kevin 
Bowen, Clonmel Branch, outlines the legal consequences following this type of incident. 

Kevin Bowen, LLB, LLM, BL, is a 
practising Barrister and a retired 
member of An Garda Síochána.

DIY AT HOME
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High Court Decision – December 
2012 
(Newman v Cogan and Cogan [2012] 
IEHC 528)
The question for the Court, therefore, 
was whether the Defendants had 
taken reasonable care for the safety 
of Elaine Newman, a visitor to the 
premises in June 2007, and further, 
to consider the standard of that 
reasonable care in relation to the 
fixing of the type of glass used by 
Patrick Cogan in the door in question. 
     Engineers for both sides agreed 
that the door on the Cogan premises 
would not have been a danger if it 
had contained toughened or safety 
glass. The High Court, however, 
dismissed the entire claim and held that Patrick Cogan 
was not to be judged by the standards to be expected of 
a professional glazier or even by those to be expected of a 
competent tradesman. 

Court of Appeal Decision – June 2017 
(Newman v Cogan and Cogan [2017] IECA 176)
The Court of Appeal found that the back door of the 
Cogan farmhouse constituted a danger because it 
contained glass which, if broken, was destined to shatter 
into shards with the potential of causing serious injury. 
Consequently, the state of the premises was dangerous 
within the meaning of the 1995 Act at the time of Elaine 
Newman’s visit in June 2007.  

Duty of Care: the duty of care owed by an occupier 
towards a visitor to a premises is provided for at Section 3 
of the 1995 Act.

Measure of the Standard of Care of a DIY Task: 
The standard of care is not to be measured against 
the standard of care that would be expected of the 
professional glazier who might have been retained for a 
fee on a contractual basis to change the glass in the door; 
such a standard would set the bar too high.
     The measure of care is one of an objective standard: 
objectivity of competence, knowledge, skill, and care 
of an occupier carrying out a DIY task him/herself.  It 
is not a measure of subjectivity where the standard of 
care is measured against the occupier’s own individual 
competence, knowledge, skill, and care. 
     The Court stated that to adopt a subjective approach 
would mean that the protection afforded to the visitor 
to a premises would vary according to the capacity 
of the occupier who could avoid liability by merely 
demonstrating that he/she had done his/her best in all of 
the circumstances, regardless of the result.  
     The Court settled on the standard of care that was 
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Cases:
High Court case: Newman v Cogan and Cogan 
[2012] IEHC 528
Court of Appeal case: Newman v Cogan and Cogan 
[2017] IECA 176
Supreme Court Determination: Newman v Cogan and 
Cogan [2017] IESCDET 112
UK Court of Appeal case: Wells v Cooper [1958] 2 QB 
265
Legislation: 
Occupiers Liability Act 1995

The glass shattered in an explosive 
fashion and one of the many glass 
shards went into Elaine’s right eye. The 
injury was so severe that, sadly, Elaine 
lost the use of her right eye and now 
has an artificial eye. 

“

“

enunciated in the UK Court of Appeal case of Wells v 
Cooper [1958] 2 QB 265: the standard of care to be 
expected of the reasonably competent tradesman who 
would have the necessary skill to undertake a DIY task of 
a relatively routine nature on the premises. 
The Court noted that there were certain types of jobs 
where the householder, as occupier of a premises, might 
be considered negligent for merely embarking on the task, 
such as certain electrical works, gas works, or the like.

Conclusion: In the event of an injury caused to a visitor 
on a premises (e.g. a person’s home) by DIY work carried 



out by an occupier (e.g. a householder) of the premises, 
the occupier will be judged against the standard of care 
that would have been expected, not of the professional 
tradesman, but of the reasonably competent tradesman, 
asked to carry out the 
same DIY task. 
     The standard 
of care will not be 
judged against the 
subjective competency 
of the occupier who 
carries out the DIY 
task him/herself.
NOTE: The Court 
of Appeal judgment 
was the subject of 
a Supreme Court 
Determination 
([2017] IESCDET 
112) on 2 November 
2017, relating to an 
application for leave 
to appeal to the 
Supreme Court. 
     The Defendants 
sought leave to appeal 
the judgment of 
the Court of Appeal 
under Article 34.5.3 
of the Constitution. 
The Plaintiff opposed 
the application. 
     The Supreme 
Court determined that 
the Constitutional 
threshold had 
not been met.  
Accordingly, 
the Supreme 
Court refused 
the Defendants’ 
application for leave 
to appeal. 
     The Constitutional 
threshold for an 
appeal from the Court 
of Appeal to the 
Supreme Court is that 
the decision sought to 
be appealed involves 
a matter of general 
public importance, 
or that it is otherwise 
necessary in the 
interests of justice that 
there be an appeal to 

the Supreme Court. 
Disclaimer: The content of this article is legal information 
only; it is not legal advice. It excludes any liabilities that 
may arise out of the use or misuse of the information.
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FRIDAY MASSACRE
By Mary Molloy, Naas Branch – the second runner-up of the 2018 GSRMA Short Story 

Competition.

On Friday 17 May 1974 I 
was in a happy cheerful 

mood as I began my duties in 
the orthopaedic infant clinic at 
the Rotunda Hospital in Dublin. 
This Friday in May was an extra 
special one, as later that evening 
I was going to Kildare to meet 
my future husband for our first 
date. The plan was to meet In 
the Hangman’s beer cellar in 
Milltown, Newbridge at 8pm.
     The clinic was busy. The 
babies were socialising with 
their whacky gurgling squeals, 
cooing and babbling as they 
communicated. The little ones 
were under the age of six 
months and were attending 
the clinic to have treatment for 
hip dislocation. The treatment 
plan was application of a special 
fitting weekly for six weeks.
     On this day three car bombs 
exploded in the city centre 
almost simultaneously, in 
Parnell Square at 5.28pm., in 
Talbot Street at 5.30 p.m. and in South Leinster Street at 
5.32pm.
     There was a bus strike that day when the murderous 
act occurred. The day was hot and clammy. The footfall 
was heavy in the city due to the bus strike. There were 
taxis and bicycles all down O’Connell Street, with 
everyone rushing to get home for the weekend.
     A total of 33 people were killed in Parnell Street. Five 
of those fatalities were two children and their parents and 
one young woman almost at full term in her pregnancy. 
All of the unfortunate victims were on their return journey 
home through Charlemont Street and Gardiner Street 
from the Rotunda.
     On that tragic afternoon at 4.30 the clinic was 
progressing well. I picked up the last chart and called 
“next please”. Anne Marie, 4 months of age, was lively 
and bright  eyed in her mother’s arms. John, Anne Marie’s 
dad and her big sister Jackie, 18 months old, joined me in 
the clinical room, I had built up a great rapport with this 
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lovely family over the few weeks .The procedure went 
well. 
     “See you all next week at the same time here in 
outpatients; it will be your last treatment. Well done Anne 
Marie” I said as I wished the family a fun filled weekend. 
“Thank you. Nurse Mary. Are you off to Kildare?” John 
asked. “Take care; the city is crazy out there with no buses 
running” John and his family lived close by in Gardiner 
Street.
     Conscious of the chaos in the city with the bus strike, 
I left the hospital smartly, making sure to bring my new 
‘Brian Tucker’ jacket to wear later that evening. “Best 
get going; Heuston Station is quite a walk” I thought. 
As I recall the heat and the sunshine were overpowering, 
without a breeze.
     O’Connell Street was packed; people were running 
in all directions.. As I walked by the Gresham Hotel there 
was a horrendous bang and the sky lit up with flashing 
lights. The sound came from behind me, I thought; 
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Pictured at the presentation of the prize to the second runner-up in the 2018 Short Competition were (l-r): Barry 
O’Sullivan, Garda Post (sponsors), GSRMA Editorial Board member Billy Saunderson, President Matt Givens, prize-
winner Mary Molloy, Naas Branch, Marie Roche, Vice-President and Naas Branch Chairperson, and Paschal Feeney, 
General Secretary and Editor of ‘Siochain’.

perhaps a building was being demolished?
     But sadly, this was the Parnell Street bombing. I hurried 
down the street and witnessed the sheer horror of the 
Talbot Street blast. The rubble and the debris fell all 
around me.
     The paper stand at the entrance of the street flew 
up into the sky and its attendant fell to the ground and 
died immediately .The screaming was deafening and the 
dust and the smoke were blinding. People were running 
about aimlessly .I was trapped; it was a bloodbath. I was 
surrounded by bodies. Guiney’s was in my view; there was 
chaos at the entrance. The carnage was devastating and 
was described later as being like a slaughterhouse.
     I wanted to help but the rooftops and shop fronts 
were collapsing. A man was covering a body with 
newspaper as he sobbed; it was reported later that the 
deceased was his brother .So sad! I often think what a 
profound effect this murderous event had on the loved 
ones of the victims.
     Forty years later, I can still recall the absurd desire to 
scream out that day whilst continuing to fight a surge 

of nausea and fear. I could not defuse the grief I felt as I 
made my way to the station.
     Charles Mitchell reported on the happenings on the 
nine o’clock news that night. Gratitude was felt by my 
family for my safety. The weekend passed and the tears 
washed through my sadness and shock.
     Seven days later, on 24 May, the orthopaedic clinic 
was running smoothly. Moods were low and sad in the 
aftermath of the murderous disaster. I picked up last 
chart of the day. “Ah, lovely”, I thought to myself. “Anne 
Marie’s last treatment. Anne Marie!” I called. There was 
no response. The waiting area was empty. Anne Marie 
was not there. The entire family had been murdered in 
the Parnell Street bombing on their way home to Gardiner 
Street.
     There was no date that Friday night of 17 May 1974. 
Despite the anger and shock I felt in the months following 
the murders my relationship with Tony blossomed due to 
his compassionate and empathetic nature. We married 
a year later, and I often remember Anne Marie and her 
family with fondness forty four years later.
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association (GSRMA) 
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Date of Birth (optional)……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to the 
above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: .........................................  

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 

 

 

6 0 7 6 0 5 1 

   
€ 

6 

   
06 0

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES 

 
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay Parity 
was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its present 
title. 
The objectives of the Association are 
 

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members; 

(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose 

 

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, 
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations. 
 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations). 

b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 

c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com). 

d) Access to and assistance from GSRMA Tax Consultant. 

e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Job Consultant. 

f) Access to Association members’ deals.          

g) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members. 

h) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws  

i) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws. 

j) Web Users Draw each quarter. 

k) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times. 

l) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events 

m) Participation in all social events including holiday outings, coffee mornings, etc. 

n) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level 

o) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members  

p) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products  

q) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement. 

 
WHO MAY JOIN: 
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions. 
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.  
 
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
 
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association  
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street 
Dublin 8        
Tel:     (01) 4781525 
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com 
Website: www.gardaretired.com      GSRMA House follow us on 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA



GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder(€45)           Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available
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CON O’REILLY
Newtown Hill, 
Tramore

Birthplace: 
Knocknagoun, Rylane, 
Co. Cork 
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: ???
Retired:
Date of Death:  
11 September 2013

Con was the eldest son of James and Nora 
O’Reilly a farming family in East Cork. 
After a short time working in London 
and CIE Cork City, Con joined An Garda 
Síochána. From his training at Phoenix 
Park his first post was at the former Garda 
Station at Adelphi Quay, Waterford.  
     Con met his future wife and the love 
of his life Irene Brennan at Tramore Races 
in 1960 and they were married in the 
summer of 1963 beginning their married 
life in Dungarvan. Con was subsequently 
stationed at Mullinavat and Castlecomer, 
Co. Kilkenny and then on promotion to 
Robertystown, Co. Kildare. 
     Con and Irene were active members of 
Tramore Golf Club and Bridge Club.   They 
enjoyed travelling and socialising. Con 
had a love of hurling having been a keen 
sportsman in his youth. He supported 
both Waterford and Cork and enjoyed 
playing squash. He was also a keen and 
stylish road bowler.   In August 2013 he 
celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary 
to Irene prior to her untimely demise in 

September 2013.
     Con passed away peacefully on 11 
September after a short illness. He is 
survived by his brothers Peter, Ballincollig 
and Liam, Nottingham, UK. He is fondly 
remembered and missed by his sister-in-
law Marie Keogh, Tramore, his neice Karla 
Keogh, his lifelong friend Pat O’Sullivan his 
many friends and former colleagues and 
the extended O’Reilly and Brenner families 
in Ireland and the UK.
     Con’s funeral mass was held in the 
Holy Cross Church, Tramore and the final 
hymn was ‘Going Home’. He was provided 
with a guard of honour by his former 
colleagues from Waterford and Tramore 
Garda Stations, a testament to the high 
esteem in which he was held. He was laid 
to rest in St Mary’s Cemetery, Ballygunner 
with his beloved wife Irene. One of life’s 
true gentlemen, may his gentle soul rest in 
peace.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.

KATHLEEN O’SULLIVAN 
(NEE DIXON)
College Park, Corbally, 
Limerick 

Birthplace: 
Garda Terrace, 
Phoenix Park, Dublin
Rank: Garda
Reg. No.: 00032W
Appointed: 2 May 1962
Station: Edward St. Limerick
Retired: 18 February 1965
Date of Death: 
27 August 2018

Kathleen was born on 30 March 1938 and 
grew up in Garda Terrace in the Phoenix 
Park, Dublin. She was the daughter of 
Catherine and Peter Dixon (Sergeant), 
the latter a well known figure as drill and 
firearms instructor in the Depot for many 
years. 
     Kathleen went on to join the Guards 
in 1962 following in the footsteps of her 
father and of her brother Paddy (RIP) and 
sister Betty, and on 8 October 1962, along 
with Peig Tierney, Mary Garvey, Teresa 
Mitchell and Dympna Moore, made history 
by becoming Limerick’s first Ban Gardaí. 
     The women were treated like film 
stars when they arrived in Limerick, 
with the city hosting a civic reception 
covered by RTE television news, and their 
photographs appearing on the front page 
of the Limerick Leader.  
     In an article in the Limerick Leader 
following Kathleen’s death, Assistant 
Commissioner David Sheahan said the 
women “paved the way for countless 
women to proudly wear the uniform in 
the years to come” and described it as a 
‘great honour’ to have welcomed the five 
women to a special reception in Henry 
Street in 2012 to mark 50 years since they 

arrived in Limerick. 
     In 1965, Kathleen married Garda Tim 
O’Sullivan, originally from Glengarriff 
West Cork. Unfortunately at the time, 
the marriage ban was in existence, and 
Kathleen had to leave An Garda Síochána 
once married.  
     She never forgot her time in the Gardaí 
however, and was known always by so 
many people as ‘the ban garda’. Tim and 
Kathleen went on to have 3 children, 
Bríd, Maura and Jim. While Bríd became 
a teacher, Maura and Jim followed their 
parents into An Garda Síochána. 
     During a eulogy at Kathleen’s funeral 
mass, her daughter Maura described her 
as a very strong, independent woman, 
which showed so clearly in the career 
she chose and the decision to come 
to Limerick. Kathleen and Tim raised 
their family in College Park, Corbally in 
Limerick. 
     Kathleen was well known in Limerick, 
which could be seen in the extremely large 
attendance at her funeral. She was very 
involved over the years in the community, 
giving her time to support the schools, 
senior citizens groups, women’s club and 
many other causes. She had a great sense 
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MICHAEL FRANCIS REGAN
Kilmacud, Dublin

Born: 31st Jan, 
1931Cookstown, Co. Cork
Date of Death: 
8 December 2018 
Joined An Garda Síochána: 
18th Nov, 1952 
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 10209A
Retired: 31 January 1988

Michael Francis Regan was born in 
Farnanes, Crookstown, Co. Cork on 31st 
January 1931. The eldest of five children 
born to Margaret and Garda John Regan 
- sister Olive (R.I.P.), three brothers, 
Brendan (R.I.P.), Seán & Vincent. He had 
fond memories of pheasant shooting with 
his brothers, hurling with a makeshift 
sliotar & day trips to Cork City. After his 
Leaving Certificate, he worked in a doll 
factory in London. This filled us all with 
intrigue and we wished he still worked 
there so we could get some beautiful 
dolls. His mother posted over the Garda 
examination application. He applied, was 
successful and commenced training in the 
Phoenix Park Garda Depot. 
     First stationed in Blackrock, Co. 
Dublin, where he met our Mum, 
Rosemarie Eiffe. Once he got ‘fined’ for 
calling in to Rosemarie’s home while 
supposedly ‘on the beat’. The bike in the 
front garden was a giveaway. Dad never 
took that chance again. Married in June 
1960, they had twin boys (Seán and Liam) 
and three daughters (Deirdre, Fiona and 
Aisling). Later stationed in Deansgrange, 
Station Sergeant in Dalkey and finally 
in Dun Laoghaire. Dad had a great 
relationship with the Garda he worked 
with and they respected him. 
     Dad hurled with Cloughduv until 1946 
when his Dad transferred to Doneraile, 
Co. Cork. He played with Dr. Crokes 
there, winning juvenile & minor medals. 
He played minor hurling for Cork in 
the Munster Final, 1949. Dad joined 
New Ireland Club in Dublin in 1955. He 
played for Cork in the 1956 All Ireland 
Final against Wexford, playing alongside 
‘Christy Ring’. He had lengthy phone 
conversations with his brother Seán, 
where these matches were recounted. He 
gave his love of sports to his children & 
grandchildren, attending their matches 

and always having a comment to make 
even if it was not appropriate for an U8’s 
game!
     We had many family camping holidays 
all around Ireland, England and France, 
which felt very exotic in the 80’s. Stories 
from those holidays would be fondly 
retold on cold winter nights when the 
summer felt far away. More recently, Italy 
and Spain became some of his favourite 
places. He visited China, Japan and 
volunteered in Mother Theresa’s hospital 
in Calcutta, India with Liam. At 80, Dad 
and Mum experienced a hot air balloon 
ride above the surrounds of Dublin. 
     A founder member of the Garda Choir 
in 1972, he was an active member up 
until his death. He loved the comradery 
and worldwide travel that this entailed. 
Dad always had his passport at the ready. 
At 77, Dad participated in TG’s ‘Glas 
Vegas’ talent competition. He recorded 
30 CDs, singing many genres: Country & 
Western, Irish classics, Frank Sinatra, Bing 
Crosbie & Perry Como, recorded in his 
home studio which our Mum assembled. 
The night before he had his final stroke, 
he sang numerous songs and told Mum 
& sister-in-law Eileen, that singing was 
helping him get stronger. Singing and 
performing was Dad’s lifeline. He passed 
on his love of music to his grandchildren.
     He loved comedies & westerns, 
favourites being ‘Shane’ and ‘Laurel and 
Hardy’. He would always lend a helping 
hand to others. When our school had 
their annual Christmas Fair, Dad would 
patrol it in uniform. This would make us 
so proud.
     At Dad’s funeral, we played one of his 
recordings. ‘If I can help somebody as I 
pass along, then my living will not be in 
vain’. Dad lived his life by this motto. Dad 
died on the 8th December 2018 at 8am - 
the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 

of humour, and loved nothing more than 
a sing-song. But her greatest joys were 
her five grandchildren, David, Timothy, 
Evan, Shanann and Ryan. 
     Kathleen is sadly missed by her 
husband Tim, children Bríd, Maura and 
Jim, sons-in-law, grandchildren, brother 
Tommy, sisters Betty, Nell and Una, 
brothers- and sisters-in-law, extended 

family and friends. The family would like 
to thank all those who provided support, 
especially nurses, doctors and care staff, 
priests, and all those who attended 
Kathleen’s wake, funeral and burial 
mass. A very special thanks to An Garda 
Síochána for support during those days. 

May She Rest in Peace.
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MICHAEL RYAN
Rush, Co. Dublin   
         
Birthplace: 
Knock Co. Mayo           
Rank: Inspector
Reg No: 13959K
Date of Retirement:  
25 September 1995  
         
Date of Death: 
15 November 2016

Michael was born in Knock in 1938, 
the eldest of four children. He was 
educated in Knock Primary school where 
his father was principal teacher. His 
secondary school education was in St. 
Jarlath’s College, Tuam. He was a talented 
footballer and athlete winning medals 
in the Connaught Colleges athletic 
championships and representing his 
school with distinction in the All Ireland 
championship in the mile race event.
     In football he won Junior and Senior 
Connaught Championships with St. 
Jarlath’s College in 1956. He played for 
Mayo minor and senior football teams 
and later for Cavan. He also won Mayo 
Junior and Senior county championship 
titles with Ballyhaunis in 1957 and 1958.
     He joined An Garda Síochána on 20th 
August 1959 and was first posted to 
Cavan Town on 18th Jan 1959 where he 
met his beloved wife Vera Tinnelly.   For 
Michael, An Garda Síochána was not 
just a job but a way of life he loved. He 
served with outstanding commitment and 
loyalty right up to his retirement.
     He was promoted to Sergeant on 27th 
December 1966 and served in Clonevan, 
Co. Wexford from 10 February 1967, 
Arles Co. Laois from 8 May 1969 and 
Rush Co. Dublin from June 1973. It was 
in Rush where he made his home, and 

lived there happily for the rest of his life.
     Michael was promoted to Inspector 
on 17 November 1989 and was stationed 
initially in Coolock in January 1990 and 
then in Balbriggan from May 1991 until 
his retirement on 25 September 1995.
     Michael had a wonderful outgoing 
personality and many friends. For him 
and Vera, their children and grand 
children were their pride and joy and their 
hospitality extended to their family and 
friends.
     Of course he was an ardent and 
staunch Mayo supporter and living in 
Dublin enjoyed the banter with the 
equally committed Dubs in Rush. Sadly 
he didn’t live to see the All Ireland dream 
relived. 
     Michael died on 15 November 2016 
surrounded by his loving family. He is 
greatly missed by his wife, Vera, sons 
Marcas and Eoin, daughters Marie and 
Lousie, daughter in law Murielle, son in 
law Sandip and grandchildren Naoise, 
Conan, Aidan, Megan Ewan and his 
sisters Ann, Mary and Ita.
     The family would like to thank his 
friends and former colleagues for their 
support and messages of sympathy on 
Michael’s death.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílis.

the birthday of his grandson Noah and 
son in law Niall. 
     The 22nd of June would have 
been Mum and Dad’s 59th Wedding 
Anniversary. They celebrated their 50th 
anniversary with a trip to Oberammergau, 
Germany at the once-a-decade 
performance of the Passion Play. We 
are especially happy that Dad is being 
remembered in this month’s edition of 

Síocháin.
     Thank you to the Garda Choir who 
sang beautifully at Dad’s funeral and the 
sympathies extended to us from Garda 
members and all our friends.
     “We still cry, because you died. Yet we 
smile, because you lived. Until we meet 
again.”

Ar dheis Dé do raibh a anam dílis.
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PATRICK O’DONNELL
Glenbrack, Gort, 
Co. Galway

Birthplace: 
Coguala, Clogher, 
Claremorris, Co. Mayo
Rank: Garda
Reg No.: 14286G
Date of Death: 
16 January 2019

Pat O’Donnell left his beloved Mayo 
on 19 April 1960 for The Depot in The 
Phoenix Park. He had been recommended 
and measured for the guards by Sgt 
Fintan Monaghan (RIP) of Ballyheane, 
Castlebar along with another young man 
from a nearby parish. Both men departed 
for The Depot on the same day. Pat 
measured in at six foot four and a half 
but while big in stature he was always 
regarded as a gentle giant and true 
gentleman by all who knew him.
     He arrived as a new recruit in Gort six 
months later but while you could take 
Pat out of Mayo, he always held a special 
place in his heart for his native place and 
had an instant raport with anyone from 
the county.
     To his knowledge, he was the first 
guard to spend his entire service in the 
Gort area, serving Gort, Peterswell and 
Ardrahan. Pat was a very proud member 
of An Garda Síochaná and enjoyed many 
lifelong friendships within the force.
     Community was at the core of his 
policing. He knew everyone and forged 
strong bonds within the community. 
He was a guard who had an instinct to 
always do what was right. With a smile 
and a friendly word Pat got on well with 
everyone. He gained a wealth of local 
knowledge and knew who lived in every 
single house on every road in the area.
     Upon his retirement in 1991 a fellow 
Garda and friend paid tribute to Pat 
by saying that if he did half as well in 

civilian life as he did as a member of the 
force, he would do very well indeed and 
Pat certainly fulfilled this. A man of the 
community, he was involved in several 
organisations within the town and left 
a strong legacy. ( He organised The Dog 
Show Section for Gort and District Show, 
he was a member of Gort Wild Swans 
Theatre Group and in later years helped 
set up and volunteered at Gort Day Care 
Centre).
     With remarkable patience, calmness 
and positivity Pat remained a true 
‘Guardian of the Peace’ in his poise and 
demeanor throughout his life. Nì bheidh 
a leithèid ann arìs.
     Sadly missed by his wife Anna (They 
had recently celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary), his daughters 
Marian, Deirdre, Patricia and son John, 
brother Sean, son in laws Sean, Paul, 
Robert, daughter in law Hannah, 
grandchildren Jack, Adam, Evie and 
Fionnnàn
     The family would like to express 
their sincere thanks to the many former 
colleagues and friends from An Garda 
Síochána who visited Pat’s home, 
attended the removal and funeral mass, 
who took part in the Guard of Honour on 
Pat’s final journey or who sent messages 
of condolances or who spoke by phone 
and especially to those who remained by 
our side during those difficult days. 

Ar dheis Dé do raibh a anam dílis.

Precious husband of Evelyn and adored 
father of Linda, Bernadette, Paul and 
Martin and much loved grandad of 
Danielle, Patrick, Lara and Zachary.
Tom started his career in Sundrive Rd 
from then he went to Crumlin. 
     He was the first Detective ever in the 
old Tallaght Station. From there he went 
to Rathfarnham Detective Unit. He was 
promoted to Sergeant and served as 
station sergeant in Blackrock, Dundrum 

and finished up in Rathfarnham Garda 
Station. 
     A few years later he moved Clonegal 
in Carlow. Tom loved his garden and said 
it was like “a little bit of heaven” to him. 
Tom lived for those he loved, and those 
he loved will remember.

May Tom’s gentle soul “Rest in the peace 
and arms of the Lord”

THOMAS J KEOGH

Birthplace: Dublin
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg No: 14657K
Date of Death: 
15 September 2018

Sign up to participate in one of our studies today!

Upcoming Studies

For more info visit atlantia.ie

Atlantia are Ireland’s only Food Clinial Trial company & we conduct clinical studies 
that are based on foods, food extracts or beverages to find natural alternatives to 

benefit health. 

Our studies cover various areas of health and we specialise in those with healthy  
populations but we do conduct some on populations that suffer from conditions such 

as COPD, cholesterol, obesity & sarcopenia.

Benefits of participating in one of our studies

Free Health Check Contributing to ScienceCompensation

Benefits of participating in our studies

Osteopenia
Looking at the effect of a hop extract supplement on Bone  
Mineral Density in post-menopausal women with osteopenia

Type 2 Diabetes
Looking at the effect of a probiotic on people with Type 2  
Diabetes treated with diet & exercise alone or in combination 
with metformin
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THOMAS (TOM) NESTOR
Norwood Grove
Cobh, Co. Cork

Birthplace: 
Kilgreana, Ballyglass, 
Claremorris, Co. Mayo.
Rank: Garda Sergeant
Reg No: 10361F
Date of Death: 
27 November 2018

Tom was always proud to recall he hailed 
from a farming family near the ancient 
Mayo Abbey founded by St Colman. 
Along with his sister May, brothers 
Patrick, Michael, Tim and Brendan, he 
attended the local Ballyglass National 
School and later cycled the six miles 
distance to Claremorris where he received 
his secondary education at St Colman’s 
Secondary School. 
     While there he played handball and 
football and did continue to be a lifetime 
loyal supporter of Mayo county football 
teams. After leaving school he worked for 
a short time on the family farm and often 
recalled sowing crops, working with a 
horse and plough, walking animals to the 
local marts, saving hay and turf.
     Tom joined An Garda Síochána in April 
1953 and on completion of his training at 
the Phoenix Park Depot he was allocated 
to Sligo town. He was the youngest of 
77 recruits that included classmates: 
John Driscoll, Gus Hynes, Paddy Gavin 
and Pascal Cronin. In May 1954 he was 
transferred to Watercourse Road, Cork.
     While stationed at the Watercourse 
Road, he met Nan O`Neill a staff nurse 
at the nearby North Infirmary Hospital. 
Promotion to Sergeant came in 1960 with 
just seven years service. This was followed 
by appointments to Killimor (Co.Galway) 
and border transfers to Kiltyclogher (Co. 
Leitrim) and Hackballscross (Co. Louth). 
     In April 1962 Tom was transferred to 
Cobh Co. Cork as sergeant in charge, 
Cobh at that time was a District HQ 
station and in August of that year Tom 
and Nan were married in the Nan’s parish 
church in Dunmanway.
     Tom used all his gardening and 

handyman skills to build a beautiful home 
in Rushbrooke where the couple reared 
their four children, Michael, Louise, Tomas 
and Richard. His passion for propagating 
plants and gardening was evident in his 
beautiful garden and he leaves a legacy 
of hedges and camellias in many gardens 
in the country. His other interests were 
antique furniture restoration and his 
beautiful restored chairs and tables that 
are treasured by his extended family 
members.
     During his career the profile 
investigations of note were: (1) 
prosecution of an Irish American in 
New York (1973) for illegally purchasing 
firearms for the IRA and this required Tom 
to travel to New York to give evidence; 
(2) The riot on Spike Island in August 
1985 where he played a leading role in 
providing protection for the local residents 
on the island.
     Tom availed of the three years age 
extension and retired from the force in 
February 1992, having served almost 30 
years as Sergeant in Charge in Cobh. He 
was very well respected by his colleagues 
in the Garda Síochána, the business and 
local community of Cobh. 
     Following his requiem Mass in 
St.Colman’s Cathedral Cobh, many of his 
former colleagues provided a Guard of 
Honour for a true ‘Guardian of the Peace’. 
Tom’s family appreciate the support they 
received from all of his colleagues both 
serving and retired and wish to thank 
them, his neighbours and friends for their 
kindness and expressions of sympathy at 
such a sad time.

May he Rest In Peace

www.matheson.com

Matheson advises over half of the world’s 50 largest banks,  

7 of the 10 leading technology brands and has advised the 

majority of the Fortune 100 companies.

The law firm of choice for internationally focused companies and  

financial institutions doing business in and  from Ireland.

Dublin  London New York Palo Alto  San Francisco
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It was with a sense of sadness and shock 
that we all learned of the sudden passing 
of a great friend and colleague Willie 
Conneely on 13 June 2018. At the time of 
his death Willie was on a visit to his place 
of birth, his beloved Inis Thiar, with his 
wife Deirdre and other family members. 
He had a great love of all things Irish but 
especially the Irish language.
     Willie joined the Garda Síochána in 
1964 and served at Dundrum Station on 
completion of training. A move to Shankill 
soon followed and on promotion to the 
Rank of Sergeant he served most of the 
remainder of his career in the old ‘N’ 
Dsitrict, DMR East Division, and retired 
from Bray Station in 1996.
     Not one to shy away from commitment 
at any time Willie continued to work 
after his retirement from the Gardai, at 
Leopardstown Hospital where he was very 
popular with both staff and patients alike.

     Willie resided in Bray, Co. Wicklow 
for most of his adult life and made it his 
permanent home together with his wife 
Deirdre, daughter Mary and son Liam. He 
was a regular and active member of the 
Bray Branch of GSRMA and indeed had 
attended the Annual AGM shortly before 
his untimely death.
     Willie will be best remembered as a 
loyal family man and great support to his 
wife and family but also his sense of fun, 
enjoyment and good company at all the 
different social gatherings, both formal 
and informal, he was so very much a part 
of. 
     Willie’s wife Deirdre, daughter Mary 
and Son Liam and the extended Conneely 
family, would like to thank all those who 
helped in any way during and after the 
time of their sad loss.

Ar Dheis De go raibh a anam Dilis.

WILLIE CONNEELY
Bray , Co. Wicklow. 

Birthplace: 
Inis Thiar, Aran Islands, 
Co. Galway
Rank: Sergeant
Reg No.: 15495D
Date of Death: 
13 June 2018

The World of Constable John Hennigan, Royal Irish 
Constabulary 1912-1922 was presented to me for 

review. This book illustrates the duties assigned to an 
ordinary constable in the decade from 1912 to 1922. 
The majority of time was spent pursuing petty criminals 
and lots of form filling; strangely little or no interaction 
with firearms.
     John Hennigan had become an outcast in society 
and he had little or no friends. Few if any were willing 
to voice their views as to the manner in which he was 
being treated. The book highlights how this ordinary 
country policeman was caught up in the spiral of 
political movements which in turn led to murderous 
violence. John Hennigan was caught in the middle of 
the wrought of IRA activity and the intransigence of 
government. 
     This book uses John Hennigan’s service at the 
time as an example of the difficulties experienced by 
constables at the time; the regular constables became 
sacrifices to political expediency. 

There were well over 500 
police deaths attributable 
to political violence. For too 
long the received narrative 
concerning the Irish police 
was a one-dimensional 
caricature. 
     Things were much 
more complex than that. 
Hundreds of thousands 
of people today have 
connections with the Royal 
Irish Constabulary (RIC). 
     The author Hal 
Hennigan is a former 
history teacher in Dublin, 
and publican in Sligo. Having spent many years in Abu 
Dhabi as an English teacher, Hal now lives as a writer in 
Galway. If you want to better understand the RIC of the 
day then this book shall greatly assist in that process.

BOOK REVIEW

THE WORLD OF CONSTABLE JOHN HENNIGAN
By Paschal Feeney, GSRMA General Secretary 
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• 1977 ‘C’ DISTRICT CHRISTMAS PARTY (DISTRICT 
DETECTIVE UNIT) 

Front Row (l-r): James (Ginger) Carroll, Dick Walsh (RIP), Patrick 
Sullivan, Billy Kelly (RIP), Brendan Burns, Gerry McCarrick (RIP) and 
Michael Canavan (RIP); Middle Row (l-r): Pat Garvey, Michael Markey, 
Martin Silke, Joe Collins, Tom Dunne, Jack Kearney (RIP), and John 
Murphy; Back Row (l-r): Michael Finn, Kevin Ward, Cormac Gordon, 
John McElligiott, John Kenny, Jim McHugh and Michael Murphy (RIP).

For further information contact Michael Finn. (Photo courtesy of Sean 
Carrol, son of James Carrol)

92  Síocháin 

• BALLYVAUGHAN GARDA STATION IN 1927
The only two members identified are Sgt O’Meara and 
Garda John Guider. (Photo courtesy of Matt Stephens, 
Galway Branch)

• DUBLIN GARDA HURLING TEAM 2011
(Photo courtesy of Tony Donohue, Dublin South Branch)

NOTE: 
Any member who wants copies of the 

black & white photo taken on 29 August 1986 
and the one at Kilbride on 4 May 1988 

(published in 2019 Spring edition of Siochain) 
please email eugenehealy@gmail.com
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ARCHIVE SNAPSHOTS

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW GARDA STATION IN ABBEYLEIX, CO. OFFALY (AUGUST 1966)

Front Row (l-r): D. Sullivan, P. McMahon, Unknown, J. Fahey, 
P. Cloke. Back Row (l-r): M. Donovan, P. Prendergast, D. Colfer, 
M. Gillespie.

Front Row (l-r): D. Sullivan, P. MacMahon, J. Fahey, E. Begley, 
Gove. Minister Brian Lenihan, M. Donovan, L. Foley, M. Molloy, 
J. Aurthers.
Middle Row (l-r): V. Moran, J. O’Donnell, M. Gillespie, J. 
O’Shea, Unknown, M. Coughlan, B. Gleeson
Back Row (l-r): E. Giles, Unknown, B. Blackwell, P. Lynagh, J. 
Donovan, P. Cloke

(Photos courtesy of Mick Dalton, Offaly Branch)

TULLAMORE GARDA 
DISTRICT PERSONNEL 
PICTURED OUTSIDE THE 
CENTRAL CRIMINAL 
COURT AT THE END OF A 
TRIAL IN EARLY 1990s. 
Front Row (l-r): K. Kneasfsey, 
T. Cunningham, M. Gillespie 
and N. Lynagh.
Middle Row (l-r): J. Hopkins, 
P. Wheeler and T. Walsh; 
Back Row (l-r): P. Kelly, 
J. Duncan, J. Maloney, F. 
Nicholson and G. Kelly.
(Photo courtesy of Mick 
Dalton, Offaly Branch)

ORIGINAL GARDA FRAUD SQUAD (CIRCA. 
1974/75) 
Back Row (l-r): Mick Maguire, Austin Canavan 
(RIP), Paul Smith, Willie McGee, Tony Breen, Maurice 
Heffernan, Pat Norris, Noel Burke, Ted Murphy, 
Sean Ryan, Jim McCarthy and Pat Scanlon; Front 
Row (l-r): John Nealon (RIP), Paddy Brennan, Matt 
Madigan (RIP), Pat Walshe, Tim Farrell (RIP), Con 
O’Donoghue, Bryan O’Higgins, Frank McArdle and 
Donnie O’Donohue (RIP). 
(Photo courtesy of Willie McGee, Kildare North 
Branch – Former Head of The Fraud Squad) Síocháin   93



• LIMERICK DIVISION GARDA BALL AT PARKWAY 
MOTEL, DUBLIN ROAD, (LATE 1960s) 

Pictured (l-r): Supt Larry Wren (later Commissioner); Chief Supt 
P.G. McLaughlin, Garda Larry O’Grady, Robert Parkes (owner of 
The Parkway Motel making a presentation of a cheque to the 
Garda Benevolent Fund), Garda Pat Kearney and Garda Jerry 
McCabe. (Photo courtesy of Pat Kearney, Associate Member, 
Limerick City Branch)

• DRIVING COURSE TEMPLEMORE 1969
Members who attended a Driving Course in Templemore (May 
1969)(Photo courtesy of Jim Fahy, Clare Branch)

• CIVIC GUARD MUTINY IN SUMMER 1922
Jarlath Semple would appreciate any help which readers may 
offer in identifying those in this photograph with his father 
Garda Hugh Semple who joined the force in 1922 (ID 343) and 
is standing on the right, holding a cane. A stamp on the other 
side of photograph identifies the photographer as being from 
Kildare Town.
     Jarlath believes the photo may have been taken during the 
Civic Guard Mutiny in summer 1922, which took place over 
several weeks in the Kildare Military Barracks. He is interested 
in identifying the other two men in the photo, standing on 
the left and seated, and would be grateful for any information 
from readers. Email jarlathsemple@gmail.com 
(Photo courtesy of Jarlath Semple, Naas Branch)

• NOVEMBER 1953 CLASS RECRUITS

Lining out on their first day at Garda Depot, Phoenix Park
– the 250 new recruits from the Class of November 1953, still 
in ‘civies’. The photo was taken from the first floor window 
near the arched entrance from the square to the then mess. 
     Inspector Pat Barrett is on the right at the front and the 
Depot Adjutant, Supt Bill O’Halloran (later DMD Commissioner) 
is on the left. 
     As the photo is not of high quality it is difficult to identify 
the Sergeants except for Ned Tobin who is second from left in 
the front row, Peter Dixon is first from left in back row, while 
Pat Corkery is seventh from left in the middle group. (Photo 
courtesy of Pat Corkery, Dublin South Branch)
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SUMMER CROSSWORD 
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD

Please send your 
completed entries 
to ‘Summer 2019 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 26 July 2019. 

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No. Branch:
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DOWN 
1 Find lots of weapons in north County Dublin. (6)
2 Please incorrectly and time will pass. (6) 
3 Mr. Murphy was the Beverly Hills Cop. (5)
4 Not working, though fully employed. (3,4)
6 Do they 27Across 16 Across? (9)
7 Describes youngsters with pride. (4,4)
8 So street trouble can lead to decorations for the win-
ners? (8)
11 The rhythm of a young policeman’s area. (4)
15 Does Turk enter in a roundabout way to support the 
branches. (4-5)
17 Murder weapon used by Leatherface in cinema’s 
‘Texas Massacre’. (5-3)
18 I join the detective division in the home because of 
serious crime. (8)
20 Blunt instruments turned up to inflict a wound like 
from a sharp one. (4)
21 In places, they make hay while the sun shines. (7)
22 Horror-movie causes cry of terror. (6)
23 It sounds like one of the five we have that tells us 
about the population. (6)
26 Nora’s involvement with serious crime. (5)

ACROSS
1 What people with a dark secret have in the closet, 
though not a secret of the flesh. (8)
5 There are changes galore for the warden. (6)
9 It’s not always like a patchy relationship. (2,3,3)
10 Small chunks of course that ought to be replaced. 
(6)
12 Super tied into knot getting a bad name. (9) 
13 Does a fellow-Celt go to the races there? (5)
14 Remain like a trespasser in a pig’s house. (4)
16 In the end, most of the unrest is Russian money. (7)
19 They may be on the seas in Galway but on the 
streets in cities in US. (7)
21 Robber’s disguise found in lake in Mayo. (4)
24 I’d made a start with the fool. (5)
25 Can Al have been tumbled over by all that snow? 
(9)
27 A.J. McCoy’s footrest loses right to foment trouble. 
(4,2)
28 Mafiosi and other organised criminals, especially of 
the Al Capone era. (8)
29 Sounds like a word for a king but they are actually 
mechanical junk. (6)
30 Man’s suit being shredded causes huge waves. (8)

SUDOKU

Congratulations to 
John Lyne, Shannon, Co. Clare.

Winner of the Spring 2019 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Spring 2019
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The Skylon Hotel in Drumcondra, 
Dublin was the venue which 

brought together 25 young men of 
1967, now a ‘middle-aged group of 
2019’.  Unfortunately six of the 25 
members of the August 1967 Class 
had passed to their eternal rewards in 
the intervening years. 
      However, despite the dreaded 
Data Protection Act, 17 members 
were tracked down and expressed 
their willingness to meet once more 
to celebrate the occasion of their first 
meeting-up. 
      An added bonus was when their 
Drill Instructor of the time, Brendan 
Quinn, accepted an invitation to join 
them for a memorable evening meal 
and to reminisce about their first 
meeting together on 9 August 1967, 
with each telling in some detail where the path of life had 
led them since that date.
      The spark that ignited the trawl which resulted in the 
group coming together came from an unlikely source 
given that the caller, P.J. Higgins, had left the Force in a 
relative short time after the class graduated.  With the 
lack of contact between members for over fifty years, the 
recipient of that call (Tony Fagan) was surprised by the 
enquiry from P.J. regarding whether any plans were in 
place for a 50th reunion celebration.
      A promise was made between the two to enquire 
into the possibility and with Michael Coleman coming 
on board, that call put in place many months of 
communications and enquiries to track down members of 
the Class of ’67. Alas, those enquiries also brought some 
sad news in their wake, when it was learned that six of 
the Class of ‘67 had died since we departed Templemore 
after our initial training.

GREAT GET-TOGETHER
Although many years had passed and life had changed 
our appearance somewhat, the evening in the Skylon 
Hotel proved to be a great occasion and a wonderful 

CLASS REUNION 

BELATED 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY REUNION

The August Class of 1967 eventually held its first reunion on 4 April 2019, when members 
gathered to mark a belated 50th celebration of their first official coming together, almost 
52 years after they entered the gates of the then Garda Training Centre in Templemore. 
Report by Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch.

success and after initial greetings it was like we had only 
been parted for a much shorter period. 
      Financial assistance from St. Paul’s and St. Raphael’s 
Garda Credit Unions, ensured a commemorative booklet 
was prepared for each member while a suitably inscribed 
cake was also prepared to mark the occasion.
      Michael Coleman welcomed the group and special 
guest before calling for a minute’s silence to remember 
the deceased members of the class and their class 
instructors of the time.  
      Following the meal our special guest, Brendan Quinn, 
spoke of his delight to be invited along to celebrate the 
occasion with the class and after the meal he joined with 
the members as they rekindled memories of those days of 
1967 when they were first together as a group.
      Despite the fact that some members had long 
journeys to make the venue proved an ideal location 
and after breakfast the following morning, all had to 
say their ‘goodbyes’ once more but with a promise to 
come together again on an occasion in the near future. 
Please God that will come to pass and until then ‘thank 
you’ all for ensuring we had this memorable occasion to 
celebrate.

Standing (l-r): Oliver McKenna, Malachy Courtney, Myles Fitzgerald, Peter Sheehan, 
T.P. Smith, Pat Harrington, Bernard McCabe, Desmond Behan, Pat O’Donnell and 
Michael Hyland; Seated (l-r): Michael Jennings, Ger McDermot, John Keane, Tony 
Fagan, Brendan Quinn, Michael Coleman, Mark O’Gara and P.J. Higgins. (Photo 
courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch)



Book Your 192 Test Drive Today

At Kearys Hyundai, our showrooms provide a modern and 
bright environment in which to get up close and personal 
to the vehicles in the Hyundai new car range.       
     Such an environment is vital to showcase models 
that feature sleek styling, innovative technology, and 
impressive performance. From the compact new Hyundai 
i10 through to the bold Hyundai Santa Fe, each vehicle is 
ready for you to discover today!
     Pay a visit to our dealerships in Cork, Mallow, and 
Midleton and we’ll be happy to show you around the 
full line-up of new cars available. What’s more, we will 
accompany you on a test drive of your chosen model, 
enabling you to get behind the wheel of the new Hyundai 
of your choice to determine whether it is the right one for 
you.
     In addition to simply browsing and test drives, we can 
also help you find the most affordable and competitive 
rates of finance to help support your purchase. Plus, we 
can advise on a valuation of your current vehicle, enabling 
you to part exchange and save on your next car.
     We believe in our product and we value our 

customers. This is why we offer a manufacturer-backed 
warranty package with all new Hyundai passenger 
models, which includes the following:

• 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty*
• 5 Year AA Roadside Assistance
• 5 Year Free Vehicle Health Check

Hyundai is Ireland’s best-selling car brand – the Tucson is 
the best-selling car, the Kona is the best-selling compact 
SUV, the Kona Electric is best-selling electric vehicle while 
the i10 is best-selling small car.
     Along with being the best-selling EV on the market, 
the all-new Kona Electric has taken the market by storm 
and even has an incredible range of 449Km*. Kearys 
Hyundai prides itself on the quality of vehicles on offer. 

So, why not drop into one of our Hyundai showrooms in 
Cork, Mallow or Midleton  to test drive our dynamic 192 
range of vehicles or check out our stock on www.Kearys.
ie/Hyundai 

KEARYS MOTOR GROUP

KEARYS MOTORS AHEAD WITH HYUNDAI!
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A CLOONEY TALE

Jack Donoghue got off the bicycle when he reached 
the top of the hill. He could feel a trickle of sweat run 

down the back of his neck. The heat of this Monday 
morning in early July was getting to him. 
    He used a hanky to wipe off the sweat, removed his 
cap and felt the cool breeze on his hair.  Hair!!  Well what 
he had left anyway. His hairline was receding faster that 
the few months he had left in the job. Aged 56, he stood 
six foot tall and carried very little weight.  He still cut quite 
a figure in his uniform.
    Jack took in the view before him. The mountain range 
spread out across the horizon was a sight to behold. In 
the distance, the church bell in Clooney began to toll 
out the Angelus.  Jack checked his watch. Twelve o’clock 
exactly.  Jack blessed himself and silently recited the 
prayer. Finishing the Angelus, Jack blessed himself again 
and turned to take in the view across the sand dunes. 
    He could see the Donegal Mountains across the bay. 
Over to his left was the beautiful old fishing village 
of Mullagh with its sandy beach.  A castle stood on a 
lofty perch overlooking the village.  On such a beautiful 
summer’s day as this, there was no more scenic spot in 
the world. 
    Looking west across Mullagh, Jack knew America lay 
far away over there. America and Susan Moran. Susan 
was the love of his life.  She had arrived from Kerry to 
teach in the local national school. With her long black hair 
and blue eyes she was a beauty. Jack fell in love with her 
the minute they met.
    Their love affair lasted only five months but was intense 
and passionate. It broke his heart when she said that she 
was going to America. Without warning she announced 
she was going to emigrate to New York and that she 
would be leaving the following week. 
    She told him about a job opportunity that she couldn’t 
refuse.  Jack never got over her leaving.  Enough of this 
reverie he thought, back to the Station. Cap back on, Jack 
got on his bike and headed for Clooney. He was at the 
Station in ten minutes. Entering the public office he was 
greeted by the Sergeant. 
    Jim Kelly had been the local Sergeant for 20 years. 
Not a man to get excited no matter what situation arose, 
he was only two months from retirement as well.  “Well 
Jack, how did the patrol go?” asked Jim, looking up from 
the half sheet he was writing on. “Anything of Garda 
interest?”
     “No Sergeant, nothing to report,” answered Jack. “A 
few farmers saving hay or heading to the bog. They’re all 
happy enough.” The Sergeant put down his pen. “Good, 

good. Sure it’s a quiet place. Fill in the patrol book like 
a good man. There’s a Chief’s inspection next Friday so 
better keep things up to date.” 
     “Will do Sarge, right away,” said Jack as he reached 
for the book.  Just at that moment the front door opened 
and Martin, the postman, came in.  
     “Morning men, lovely day again,” chirped Martin. He 
was always in a good mood. Well almost always, there 
was no talking to him if the local GAA team was beaten. 
He was the manager, well he was everything really. He 
lived and breathed the club. 
    “A lot of official brown envelopes today Sergeant. The 
Super intends to keep you busy,” said Martin as he left a 
bundle of post on the counter. “Doesn’t he always.” said 
Jim “Doesn’t he always.”
    Jim rose from his desk. “I must take the rainfall 
reading” he said.  It was a task he carried out religiously 
every week and submitted the return to the Irish 
Metrological Service.  The Sergeant left the room and 
Martin looked at Jack.  “A diligent man is Jim” said 
Martin “That he is,” said Jack “That he is.”
    “I’ll see ye tomorrow,” said Martin as he left the 
station. “Bye Martin,” said Jack as he started through 
the post.  All official envelopes at the top.  “Sergeant i/c, 
Sergeant i/c, Serge…”  Jack paused as he took up a white 
envelope with an air mail stamp.  It was also addressed to 
the Sergeant in Charge, Garda Station, Clooney. Wonder 
what that’s about” said Jack out loud
    “What’s what about” said the Sergeant as he returned 
to the room.  
“Just this letter with an air mail stamp, oh, it’s from 
America” Jack turned the letter over and read the 
return address “J. Moynihan, from 476… an address in 
Cincinnati Ohio.” 
    “Probably another immigrant’s grandchild trying to 
trace his or her roots” said the Sergeant “We get them 
every now and again.”
    “I remember the last one,” said Jack. “Good job you 
knew who to contact. The old local knowledge is never 
lost.  That was some party when all the yanks came over.  
Ah well, I suppose we’ll try and help this one out too, if 
we can!” “That we will” said Jim “but first I must record 
this week’s rainfall” “And I better write up my patrol,” 
said Jack.  
    The Sergeant gathered up the post and went into his 
office which was just off the day room.    Jack started 
writing his patrol “Left regularly on duty to patrol the sub 
district”….and had almost finished when the Sergeant 
reappeared from his office.

By Michael O’Connor, Sligo-Leitrim Branch
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    “Well this is a quare one” said the Sergeant. “What’s 
that?” asked Jack.  “This fella, John Moynihan, Vice 
President of Moynihan, Moynihan and Goldman is 
coming to Clooney on 8 July and wishes to call here to 
discuss a matter of some delicacy with me. Sounds like 
he’s a lawyer.”
    “Maybe someone is in for a big legacy from the 
States,” said Jack “Hold on a minute,” said Jim.  “Today 
is 8 July” “God, he could be here any minute,” said Jack 
“What time is it now?” He glanced at the clock over the 
desk. “Ten past one. Doubt he’ll be here until after the 
dinner.  The yanks like their food “
    “So do I. I’ll pop in now and have a bite and when 
I get back you go for your break,” said the Sergeant. 
“Sound,” said Jack, “see you after a while.” The 
Sergeant left to go into the official accommodation next 
door and Jack sat at the desk to finish his patrol report.   
    “Moynihan, Moynihan and Goldman,” thought Jack 
“I wonder what John Moynihan wants in a small place 
like Clooney.”  Jack picked up his pen and began to write 
the rest of his patrol. Forty minutes later the Sergeant 
returned from his break
    “Ok Jack” he said. “Off you go now”  “Will do,” said 
Jack. “Do you want to do the Warrant Register when I 
get back?” “I do” said the sergeant. “Better get working 
on anything outstanding before the Chief arrives on 
Friday.”
“No problem, see you after a while” said Jack and off he 
went to his digs two doors up the road.  He had spent 
the last thirty years with Mrs Maguire.  He was part of 
the family now.  He knew the food would be on the 
table at two o’clock.  Jack was back 45 minutes later. He 
was stopped in his tracks by the sight of a large black 
Mercedes car parked outside the station. 
    Intrigued, Jack entered the station.  He could hear 
voices coming from the Sergeant’s Office.   Removing his 
cap, Jack reached under the counter and took out the 
Warrant Register.  He decided to start with the carry over 
warrants from previous years. He had just opened the 
book when the door to the Sergeants Office opened and 
Jim Kelly appeared.
    “Ah Jack, there you are. Can you come into the office 
like a good man?” “Of course Sergeant,” said Jack. As 
Jack entered the room he could see a man seated at the 
Sergeant’s desk. He had his back to Jack but even seated, 
Jack could tell that he was quite tall. The Sergeant began 
the introductions.
    “Jack, this is John Moynihan from America. John, this 
is Jack Donoghue.” John rose from his seat and turned to 
look at Jack. Jack was right. The American stood at least 
six foot tall. He was if anything slightly taller than Jack.  
He had that tanned chiselled look that most American 
men seem to have.  Jack could not put his finger on it 
but felt there was something vaguely familiar about John 
Moynihan.
    “Good afternoon Mr Moynihan,” said Jack as he 
reached out to shake hands. “Good afternoon Mr 

Donoghue” said John in a deep guttural voice. They 
shook hands. “I’ll leave you both to chat,” said the 
Sergeant and left the room.
    Jack felt a bit awkward.  He would rather be 
interviewing a prisoner.  “How can I help you” enquired 
Jack. “Well this is a delicate matter” said John “I believe 
you knew a Susan Moran.” Jack sat down in the chair 
opposite John Moynihan.  The statement came like a bolt 
from the blue. “Yes, I knew Susan. She left here a long 
time ago. How is she?”
     “I’m so sorry to have to tell you this Jack, but Susan 
died shortly after coming to America”. “Oh my God,” 
said Jack.  A wave of nausea came over him.  He fought 
it back.  All this time he thought she had forgotten him 
but now he was told she was lying in a cold grave in 
America. Tears began to whell up in his eyes.
    “Why, how did it happen?”  John finished the 
question “Susan died in childbirth.  She was in her 
apartment when labour started, but she managed to call 
an ambulance.  When they arrived the child was already 
born.  Susan had lost a lot of blood. They managed to 
save the child but, sadly, Susan didn’t make it.”
    “Poor Susan” said Jack “and there was me thinking 
that she had forgotten me all these years.  I wrote to 
her once but the letter was returned.  And I didn’t know 
where she….”. Jack suddenly stopped. “When did this 
happen,” enquired Jack.
    “About six months after she arrived in the States,” 
said John. “No, No.” said Jack. “That would mean that 
she was pregnant when she left here.” John said nothing 
but stared at Jack. “But that couldn’t be. No. Oh my 
God. Susan!!”
    The reality of the situation began to dawn on 
Jack “You said the child survived,” said Jack. “What 
happened to the child?” “The child was placed in a 
Catholic orphanage and at age six months was given to 
a family in the mid-west.   That child, a boy only recently 
discovered the truth about his mother.” “It must have 
come as a bit of a shock to him” said Jack.
    “There was a letter found among the items found in 
Susan’s apartment “continued John,“it was addressed to 
you.  It was unsealed when found.   In that letter, Susan 
wrote that you were the father and explained why she 
had to leave Ireland, because of the embarrassment and 
stigma the pregnancy would cause to both of you in your 
public service jobs.  I have that letter with me.”
    Jack put his head in his hands.  “Why, oh why didn’t 
she tell me? We could have got married and had our 
family.  Why Susan, why?” Jack’s voice was trembling
    “There is one more piece of information you need to 
know Jack” said John Moynihan as he stared intently at 
Jack. “You see, Susan was my mother, I am your son.” 
Jack looked up and stared at John Moynihan.  Now 
he saw a resemblance to Susan. He began to cry. John 
Moynihan got up and came around the desk.  He held 
Jack by the shoulders.  “Its ok Pop” he said “we have a 
lot to talk about over the next few days.  It’s ok.”



MEN’S SHED GROUP MARCH IN CASTLEBAR

The crosier may have been too heavy for Cork City 
member Michael Keane! He is pictured leading the local 
Men’s Shed Group at this year’s St Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Castlebar. Michael, who served in Watercourse Road 
and the Bridewell in Cork, now enjoys farming in his 
native place close to the Greenway where he has a clear 
view of the Reeks on Croagh Patrick. (Photo courtesy of 
Michael Keane, Cork City Branch)

ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE IN YARMOUTH, CAPE COD

Retired Garda Sgt Johnny Burke, Cork City Branch, wearing 
his UN Garda Uniform, is pictured with the Yarmouth Chief 
of Police. Johnny had travelled with a group of 22 IPA 
members to take part in this year’s St Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Yarmouth, Cape Cod, in memory of fallen Police Sgt 
Sean Gannon (32) who was shot dead while executing a 
warrant on 12 April 2018. (Photo courtesy of Pat Nunan, 
Cork City Branch)

NEW FACILITY FOR EAST MAYO’S DISABLED ANGLERS

East Mayo Anglers’ Association has opened a 76-metre 
fishing platform, a changing room and a car park that 
caters for disabled anglers on one of the best pools of 
the famous River Moy. On 29 March Minister Michael 

Ring opened the fabulous €200,000 facility near Straide 
on the banks of the River Moy. (Photos courtesy of Val 
Mcloughlin, Ballina Branch & Chairman of Mayo Shore 
Angling Club)
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TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE TO GARDA MUSEUM

Members from Kildare North Branch and neighbouring 
branches are pictured outside the Garda Museum 
in Templemore, during a very informative and most 
interesting visit, led by Pat McGee and John Duffy. 

The original register of attestation brought back some 
memories. A superb lunch was enjoyed amongst the 
Garda students after the tour.

GARDA GENERATIONS

Pictured (l-r): Joe Curran, Arthur O’Hara, John Duffy, Noel Canning, Peter Coyne, Brian Fahy, Frank Timony, Sgt John 
Reynolds, Curator Garda Museum, Pat McGee, Noel Hynes and PJ Harding. (Photo courtesy of Arthur O’Hara, Kildare 
North Branch Secretary)

Philip O’Connor [14029E] Cork West Branch 
(retired since 1994) is pictured with his grandson 
Daniel O’Connor [36110M], who completed his 
training at the Garda College in November 2016 
and is now stationed in Dundalk.

Back Row (l-r): Denis O’ Callaghan, Barry McQuaile, Gus Keane, 
Paul Madden and John Rice; Middle Row (l-r): Mick Cleary, 
Tom Cleary, Tom Hargadon, Tom McCarrick, Pat Byrne and Des 
Burke; Front Row (l-r): Gerry Reilly, Gerry Teeling, Mick O’Leary 
and Gerry Lyons. (Photo courtesy of Tom Cleary, Dun Laoghaire 
Branch)

RECENT TRIP TO THE LAKE DISTRICT IN CUMBRIA

A walking group of retired members, who hail from Wicklow, 
Dublin, Meath and Louth regions, cover Wicklow, Cooley or 
Mourne Mountains every Wednesday. They’re pictured during 
a recent trip to the Lake District in Cumbria – on the summit 
of Bowfell, having traversed the high ridgeline walk of Crinkle 
Crags.



Front Row (l-r): Tom Cantwell, Michael Ferry, Leo Tansey, Mick Kavanagh, Jim Masterson, John Guiney, Pat O’Neill, John 
O Malley and Paul Murphy. Back Row (l-r): P.J. Riordan, John Clancey, Pat Coleman, John Sugrue, John Halloran, Denis 
O’Shea, Tom Donoghue, Ted Finlay and Matt Cosgrave.

MEMBERS CELEBRATE 1959 CLASS REUNION

Eighteen members from the class of 1959 met in the 
Sheraton Hotel in Athlone on Friday 15 February to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary since they first joined An 
Garda Síochána. 

     Following lunch they regaled, renewed, reflected and 
rejoiced their lives to date. It was lovely meeting and even 
though they are all now in their 80s, they were 1959 at 
heart.

CLONLIFFE HARRIERS ARE ALL-
IRELAND CROSS COUNTRY MASTERS

Clonliffe Harriers headed to Dundalk 
Institute of Technology’s athletics grounds 
on 2 February with a strong team, 
having trained hard through the winter 
months, to throw down the gauntlet to 
the reigning champions Eagle AC from 
Cork. It was ideal weather for cross-
country running, dry and crisp with good 
underfoot conditions and some 4,000 
metres to be covered. 
     As with all these races, it started off 
on a mad dash with Paul Elliott from 
Beechmount AC, Belfast heading the field. 
As the 2 ½ lap race developed, the vests 
of Eagle and Clonliffe were prominent 
with the battle swinging decisively 
towards the Dublin club in the final laps. 
Matt Slattery led Clonliffe home in fifth 
spot with George Maybury in seventh and 
Eugene McCarrick finishing 11th, in turn 
followed by Pat Devitt as back up in 14th 
place. Slattery and Maybury also formed 
part of the winning Dublin team.

The Leinster and National Indoor Championships brought further successes 
for George Maybury, taking silver in Leinster O65 1,500m and bronze in 
the National 800m and 1,500m.
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Memories
(75th Anniversary of Radio Éireann)

By Michael Brady, Mullingar Branch

My mind today is far away
In a time long ago
When I first heard the spoken word
Coming from a Radio

I being nine with a friend of mine
Did at this invention stare
Then hear sounds from the Polo Grounds
And the voice of Micheál O’Hehir

That was ’47 and in seventh heaven
I listened to the game
A miracle it seemed like a magic dream
That All-Ireland final of fame

It began in Henry Street where wise men did meet
T’was the year of twenty six
A new era was born upon that morn
And minds were left transfixed

On each Winters day by the firesides bright
Entertainment it dished out galore
In my memory clear I still can hear
“Din Joe” when he’d “take the floor”

Frankie Byrne (the Dear) solved the problems each year
For many she helped ease the pain
Paddy Crosbie each week young talent he’d seek
In his “School around the corner – just the same”

In those simple days in so many ways
The wireless made life more bright
Kept us in touch with news and such
As “The Ballad Makers Saturday Night”

Those days are now gone but it carries on
A station that has passed each test
Of it we are proud so let’s say it aloud
“Radio Éireann you’re still the best”
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Burning Embers
By Christy Galligan, Donegal North Branch

Spires fall through
Burning embers,
Streets filled
With tear and gas,
Live lost to
Shadowy gunmen,
Leaders lacking
Proper discourse.
 
Lies are truth and
News fake,
By barriers we create,
From lives we take,
Love and acceptance
Not division and rancour,
Challenging attitudes
To vicious rumour.
 
Bombing the soul
Of innocent reflection,
In places of worship
And Gods creation.
How we have stooped
To the lowest chasm,
In life’s eternal but
Colourful prism.

Poem dedicated to Lyra Mc Kee, Journalist, Author, 
Campaigner and all who have died at the hands of 
terrorists.

Lullaby of Love
By Patrick Moloney, Cork West Branch

I dream and see the beauty
Of each dawn, 
The singing birds I hear
On summer morn, 
The greenness of each valley
The blue, blue sky on high, 
As you sing to me a love song, 
So sweet a lullaby.

I dream and see the ripple on
Each stream, 
The beauty of the rivers
Running free, 
Waterfalls and rainbows
The eagle gliding high, 
As you sing to me a love song, 
So sweet a lullaby.

I dream and see the stillness
Of the sea, 
The sun, the moon, the stars
That reign supreme, 
The beauty of creation
Given freely to enjoy, 
As you sing to me a love song, 
So sweet a lullaby.

So beautiful a melody, 
Your lullaby of love, 
Serene, so enchanting
So meaningful each word, 
A symphony, a rhapsody, 
A message of your love, 
As you lay there by my 
Side and sing
Your lullaby of love, 
As you lay there by my
Side and sing
Your lullaby of love.
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GARDA RETIREMENTS

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death Status
Helen McDonagh Inchicore Dublin, 

Dromore West, Sligo
Dublin South 16/01/2019 Widow and Member

Monina Nagle (Nee Hughes) St. Manntans Road, 
Wicklow Town

Wickow 05/03/2019 Widow and Member

Joan McNamara Templemore, Tipperary Templemore 11/03/2019 Widow and Member

Lucy Stack Cromwellsford Road, 
Dublin

Dublin South 28/03/2019 Widow and Member

Alice Finn Gorey, Wexford 29/03/2019 Widow

Bridget Patricia McCarthy (nee Brady) Cavan Town, Cavan 08/05/2019 Widow

DECEASED WIDOWS

Reg Number   Name  Surname   Rank  Station 
00452K   Teresa  Kennedy   Garda  Templemore
24581L   Padraig  Grey   Garda  Malahide Garda Station
21565A   Kevin   Clarke   Garda  Dundrum Garda Station
22291G   John  Forde   Garda  Anglesea Street Garda Station
21188E   Bernard  McNulty   Garda  Western Region Headquarters
26213G   Michael  O’Donnell   Garda  Garda College 
24551H   James   Keane   Supt  HRM - HQ
24188A   Eugene   Long   Garda  Ardnacrusha Garda Station
21705M   Patrick   Finlay   Inspector  Roscommon Garda Station
23562H   John  Finan   Sergeant  GNCCB
24934C   Gerard  Brassil   Garda  Newport Garda Station
22808G   James  Kenny   Garda   Carroroe Garda Station
00639D   Catherine   Hoban   Garda  Claremorris Garda Station
23911K   Niall  Lynch   Sergeant  Ballyvourney Garda Station
22010H   Rory   McCarthy   Garda  Bray Garda Station
22293C   Declan  Lynch   Garda  Bray Garda Station
24291H   Patrick  Moore   Garda  Garda College
21699G   Thomas   Kennedy   Inspector  Carrick-on-Shannon Garda Station
23147K   Peadar  McCann   Sergeant  Dun Laoghaire Garda Station
24674C   Joseph  Griffin   Garda  Dun Laoghaire Garda Station
00307G   Dolores  Cusack   Garda  GNIB
00331L   Bridget  O’Connell   Garda  Balbriggan Garda Station
23353F   Gerard  O’Callaghan  Garda  Omeath Garda Station
21893F   Martin  Kilbane   Garda  Security and Intelligence
23277G   James  McCarthy   Inspector  Mullingar Garda Station
24749K   Kenneth  Donnelly   Garda  Kevin Street Garda Station
21842A   John  Foley   Inspector  Enniscorthy Garda Station
22580M   John  Kehoe   Sergeant  Bunclody Garda Station
21635F   James  Farrell   Garda  Ballycullane Garda Station

42  Síocháin 
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DECEASED RELATIVES
NAME   SURNAME    ADDRESS     RELATIONSHIP     BRANCH    DATE OF DEATH
John Dunleavy  Ballincarrow, Sligo  Brother of Joe Dunleavy  Limerick County 19/06/2018
      Brother of Tom Dunleavy  Dublin North 19/06/2018
Pauline Horan   Clonaslee, Laois  Mother in law of late Gerard McCarrick Dubln West 04/01/2019
      Mother of Brenda McCarrick  Dubln West 04/01/2019
Kathleen  Mulholland  Marian Park, Dundalk, Louth Mother of Jack Mulholland  Dundalk  26/02/2019
Joseph Plunkett  Glasnevin, Dublin  Son of Leo (Christopher) Plunkett  Dublin West 01/03/2019
Martina McLoughlin Taughnoose, Castlerea,  Sister in law of Gerard Delmar  Dublin South 03/03/2019 
   Roscommon    
Donal  Considine  Foynecourt, Longford  Son of John Considine   Longford  05/03/2019
Angela Ryan( Nee Lynott School Road, Lahinch, Clare Mother of Con Ryan   Dublin North 05/03/2019
Eileen Higgins  Ashler, Tulla, Clare  Wife of P.J Higgins   Kildare North  06/03/2019
Kathleen  McCarthy  Tullamore, Offaly  Wife of late John McCarthy   Offaly  07/03/2019
Patrick  Cassidy  Ardlongford Ballyshannon Brother in law of Eddie Naughton  Ballina  08/03/2019
   Co. Donegal    
Henry  Kerin   Six-Mile-Bridge, Clare  Brother of John Kerin   Clare  10/03/2019
Joesph (Joe) Christal  Moate, Westmeath  Brother of Jack Christal  Dublin West 11/03/2019
Mary  Donnellan  Ballyforan, Roscommon Sister of Tom Gavin   Limerick City 15/03/2019
Mary  O’Mahony  Bohonagh, Rosscarbery, Cork Mother of Joe O’Mahony  Cork West  16/03/2019
Liam  Foran  Newcastle West, Limerick Son of Maureen foran   Limerick County 15/03/2019
Maire Hughes  Nenagh Tipperary  Wife of Jim Hughes   Nenagh  20/03/2019
Vera  Hamilton  St. Albans, London  Sister-In-Law to Austin Barrett  Cork City  20/03/2019
Thomas Brehony  Carrowreagh, Keash, Sligo Brother in law of Michael Coleman  Dublin South 26/03/2019
      Brother in law of Tom Brogan   Sligo  26/03/2019
Eugene Crowley  Dun Laoghaire Dubllin  Son of Winifred Crowley  Dun Laoghaire 27/03/2019
Ray  Kelly  Sligo Town, Sligo   Brother of John Kelly    Carlow  31/03/2019
Mary  Lavery (Nee Hannon) Cootehill, Cavan   Sister of Michael Hannon  Monaghan   31/03/2019
Matt  Quilter  Lehenaghbeg, Cork City Brother of Tony Quilter   Cork City   07/04/2019
      Brother of John Quilter   Cork City   07/04/2019
Margaret (Peg) Kerins  Midleton, Cork  Widow of late Matt Kerins  Fermoy 0 8/04/2019
Tom  Quinn  Monacurragh, Carlow   Husband of Kathleen Quinn  Assoicate Member Naas 09/04/2019
Frances Martin  Loughrea, Galway  Wife of Micahel Martin   Galway  09/04/2019
Anne Nuaghton  Moate, Westmeath  Sister of Thomas J Fox  South Kerry  10/04/2019
John (Jack) Hyland  Finglas, Dublin   Father of Eddie Hyland  Dublin North 11/04/2019
Gay  Kelly  Stillorgan, Dublin  Wife of Brian Kelly   Dun Laoghaire  18/04/2019
Breda  Doyle  Artane, Dublin   Wife of Frank Doyle   Dublin North 22/04/2019
Margaret (Mary) Finlay  Ennis, Clare   Wife of Ted Finlay   Clare  25/04/2019
George McQuinn  Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary Son of Patrick McQuinn  Kilkenny  29/04/2019
Margaret Mary (Pearl)  Campbell Pearse Rd., Sligo   Sister of Noel Campbell  Castlebar  30/04/2019
Philomena Fay (nee Mc Kenna) Pullabawn, Cavan   Sister of Martin McKenna  Cavan   01/05/2019
Helen White (nee Maloney) Newbridge, Kildare  Wife of William (Bill) White  Naas  01/05/2019
Mary  Weekes(Burke) Limerick   Sister of Jimmy Burke   Thurles  04/05/2019
James Carty  Ballinasloe, Galway  Brother of Eamon Carty  Cork City  06/05/2019



Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Tom Nestor Cork City 10361F 27/11/2018

James Mcgovern Drogheda 15320F 08/02/2019

Owen Martin Drogheda 14872E 21/02/2019

Paddy Brown Killarney 10769 26/02/2019

Michael Caffrey Offaly 10690K 28/02/2019

John F O’Sullivan Dun Laoghaire 09999F 02/03/2019

William (Liam) Gilmartin Dublin North 09287A 02/03/2019

Timothy (Tim) Twomey Dublin South 14371E 05/03/2019

Peter Nonnan Dublin West 21036F 09/03/2019

William (Billy) Byrne Cork West 18351B 12/03/2019

Joseph Byrne Dublin South 20369F 15/03/2019

Kevin  Simpson Sligo/Leitrim 21844H 16/03/2019

Noel Slowey Ballina 15990E 19/03/2019

Thomas Leen Dublin North 17425D 24/03/2019

John Davis Tralee 09602D 29/03/2019

John Staunton Clare 13133D 30/03/2019

Thomas Calpin Donegal South 17237E 06/04/2019

Frank Cullinane Wexford 10951G 07/04/2019

Thomas Brendan Byrne Waterford 13825H 09/04/2019

John (JJ) Morrissey Cork City 13909B 10/04/2019

Brendan Burke Clare 19635E 10/04/2019

Gerard (Gerry) Creagh Dun Laoghaire 14034A 21/04/2019

John O’Gara Wexford 10346B 21/04/2019

Dan Duggan Clonmel 11131G 01/05/2019

Michael Desmond 
(Dessie) Waters Dublin South 16916A 04/05/2019

Michael (Mick) Lernihan Galway 09480C 05/05/2019

Tom Ryan Dublin West 13842h 06/05/2019

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS
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NEW MEMBERS

Rosemarie Regan  DUN LAOGHAIRE
Patricia  Mannion  SLIGO/LEITRIM
John   Quilter  CORK
John   O’ Mahony KILLARNEY
Michael  O’ Connell CLARE
James  Groarke  CORK
Mary  Yorke  DROGHEDA
James   Cannon  DUBLIN NORTH
Joe   Downey  CLARE
Francis G  Lee  SLIGO/LEITRIM
Henry  Barrett  GALWAY
Muriel  Reynolds  DUBLIN NORTH
Pat  Minehan  LIMERICK
Noreen  Crowley  KILLARNEY
Dympna  Ryan  ATHLONE
Maureen   Hussey  BALLINA
David  Lynch  DUBLIN SOUTH
George  Dalton  DUBLIN SOUTH
Fachtna  O Longaigh CORK

Denis   Sweeney   GALWAY
Robert  McQuaid   LAOISE
Michael  Fitzgerald   DUBLIN SOUTH
Tom  Madden   MALLOW
Patrick  Keane   KILLARNEY
Thomas A Kennedy   Unknown
Kieran  King   CARLOW
Brian  Mahon   DUBLIN SOUTH
Patrick   Wallace   CORK
Gerard  Shaughnessy  CARLOW
Frank   Devaney   DUBLIN NORTH
William  Doyle   WEXFORD
Michael  Corwack   KILKENNY
Margaret Mary Roche   NAAS
Stephanie Noonan   DUBLIN WEST
Patrick  Coakley   LIMERICK
Vincent  Dinneen   CORK
Ken  Donnelly   DUBLIN SOUTH

FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH FORENAME SURNAME BRANCH

42  Síocháin 



Síocháin   119Síocháin   119

Notice Board

50th Class Reunion - October 1969 
Mick Forde would like to know if plans are afoot to acknowledge the 50th anniversary of the Class of October 1969 
in Templemore. Mick says it should be recognised in some way and he would be willing to help. You can contact 
Mick Forde [17573M] on 087-7693643.

Class Reunion - January 1968 
If you were in the December 1967 and January 1968 
classes and would like to reunite with your classmates, Then 
email John Mulligan at johng.mulligan@gmail.com or phone 
087-2900488

Front Row (l-r): John Buckley, Sgt Brendan Quinn, Sgt 
Donovan, Garda John Long and John Harrington. Middle 
Row: Maurice Heffernan, Des McTiernan, Seamus Doherty, 
Brendan Connolly, Pat Finn and William Donoghue. Back 
Row (l-r): Martin Nally, Joe Gaffney, Gerry Doherty, Con 
Noonan (RIP), Bill Dwyer and John Twomey.

Class Reunion - February 1969
If you were part of the February 1969 Class please 
contact Ray O’Hanlon at 086-1075004, 01-8391838 or 
email rayoh123@gmail.com regarding a class reunion.

Pictured are class members: Tim Daly, Ernie Cregan, Pat 
Morgan, Pat Meade, Steve Donoghue, Pat Waters, John 
O’Connell, Tom Murphy, Anthony Flynn, Pat O Driscoll, 
Eddie Shanahan, Sean O’Grady, Arthur Boyle, Bartley 
King, Garret Horkin, Donal McCarthy, Aiden Lyons, Pat 
Hennigan, Gerry O Connor, Kevin Ireland, Tom McHugh. 
(Not in photo are Christy Ryan, Pat Naughton and Paddy 
Walsh). 

Can anybody name the Gardaí in this photo, which was published in Spring 2018 Siochain? Kate Murphy, whose 
husband Michael Murphy (RIP) is in the picture, would be grateful if somebody could name them. 

PHOTO ID OF CLASS OF DECEMBER 1971
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Member of Class ‘A’ April 1971 Seeks 
Photographs
Eddie Fogarty, Cork City Branch, was a member of Class ‘A’ April 1971 
that underwent training at the Garda College between April-August 
1971. All of his photographs taken at the Garda College were stolen 
during the course of a burglary a number of years ago. Eddie would 
deeply appreciate if any of his former classmates could scan and share 
copies of Garda photographs which they may have from that period. 
Email edmondfog@gmail.com or phone 087-9055516.

SINGING FROM THE SAME HYMN SHEET FOR CHARITY!
An Garda Síochána Male Voice Choir and The Munich Police Male Voice Choir, along with the Garda Ladies Choir will 
present ‘An Evening of Choral Music’ on the evening of Thursday 13 June in St. Andrew’s Church on Westland Row, 
Dublin 2 (starting at 7.30 pm). Tickets are priced at €10 and all profits will go to the Garda Benevolent Society. For 
further information visit www.facebook.com/gardachoir

Pictured at the 
launch of ‘Patrol’ 
magazine in 
September 1994 
were (l-r):Frank 
Treacy, Christy 
Murray, Joe 
O’Toole, General 
Secretary of INTO, 
Eamon Quirke, 
Eddie O’Donovan, 
Dónal Ó Gallachóir 
and Tim Meehan. 
(Photo courtesy of 
Dónal Ó Gallachóír)

Silver Anniversary 
of the Garda 
Federation 
This event will be celebrated 
on Monday 1 July in the 
Ashling Hotel, Dublin from 
2-6pm. All former 
members are invited to 
attend to meet with old 
colleagues and recall 
and reminisce on the 
happenings of that historic 
occasion.  For further 
information phone 087-
6340113 or 087-2448786. 

Class Reunion - August & 
September 1969 
If you were a member of either the 
August or September 1969 Class, 
there are plans to organise a joint 
reunion. For details contact Jerome 
Coakley 087-2372892 or Liam Ryan 
at 086-8319788 (August class).




