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THINKING HOME 
IMPROVEMENT?



Autumn has arrived and as we head into the Winter 
season, the dreaded coronavirus is still with us. Our 

members have not met at monthly meetings or coffee 
mornings since last March at least – how long more will this 
go on?  
 I’ll tell you how long… until we have suppressed this virus 
and there is a vaccine available. When will this be? Well now, 
the answer to this question is a tad trickier!  
 Unfortunately, we must forego our meetings or coffee 
mornings and limit our social activities in the meantime – we 
know that it’s for the best in the long run and in the absence 
of better advice – so be it.  
 Let’s continue to play our part by keeping safe, keeping 
well and keeping in remote contact with our branches and 
members. We must continue to play our part by following 
the advice of the HSE and the NPHET team and when the 
virologists come up with the vaccine, the whole world will 
breathe a collective sigh of relief - hopefully this will be soon. 
 In November, which is known as a month for 
remembrances, we will sadly add another name to the Roll of 
Honour in An Garda Síochána. It is that of Colm Horkan RIP, 
so cruelly murdered in Castlerea, Co. Roscommon towards 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

GSRMA’S MANTRA 
FOR PENSION PARITY  
We continue to strive for our three-fold requirements of Parity, Representation and 
Restoration, which must form part of our mantra as talks for a new successor to the PSSA 
get under way. The economic situation in Ireland and globally will have a part to play post 
Covid-19 and our demands and our mantra must remain in place.  
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midnight on the 17 June 2020.  
 We remember Colm in this edition as we do other fallen 
colleagues and friends. Let us hope that we will be able to 
get together to remember all our deceased members and 
friends who have passed to their eternal reward. 
 As you will be aware, the Public Sector Stability 
Agreement (PSSA) runs out at the end of this year and Joe 
Dirwan from the Central Committee has an update in this 
edition on the final benefits that will accrue to some of our 
members – not all unfortunately.  
 We still continue to strive for our three-fold requirements 
of Parity, Representation and Restoration – these three words 
must form part of our mantra as talks for a new successor to 
the PSSA get under way.  
 The economic situation in Ireland and globally will have a 
part to play post Covid-19 and our demands and our mantra 
must remain in place. If parity ceases in December 2020, as 
outlined in the PSSA, will we ever get it back? 
 The GSRMA have initiated an exciting project in the 
run-up to the 100th Anniversary of the establishment of An 
Garda Síochána in 1922, and details are contained in this 
edition. Again, we ask you to play your part by contributing 
to its success and enjoy our 100th Birthday in 2022. 
 I know that this Editorial contains multi-topics for this 
quarter and it’s important that we adopt a holistic approach 
to these four topics. We are/were those members who have, 
during our service, visited many dark places and experienced 
dark times in the pursuit of justice and in our delivery of 
policing services to our communities, both nationally and 
internationally. 
 We deserve to be financially linked with our serving 
colleagues in the run-up to our anniversary in 2022 and 
beyond, all the while remembering that there are those 
esteemed members who cannot avail of these benefits 
having paid the ultimate sacrifice for the People of Ireland. 

Mick Lernihan
Editor
Autumn 2020
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GSRMA General Secretary Mick Lernihan (centre) and Garda colleagues 
pay their tributes to Detective Garda Colm Horkan (RIP). 

 

ATHY BRANCH

Athy Branch members have emerged from cocooning thanks to the help from our families, while most of the 
events planned for this year have been put on hold.  
Minute’s Silence for Colm Horkan: We signed the Book of Condolence on the death of Detective Garda 
Colm Horkan (RIP) and also attended the Minute’s Silence at 12 noon on Sunday 21 June at the local Garda 
Station. The men wore their armbands and the women their scarves. 
Charity Donations: A sister of a late Garda from Athy walked from Kilcullen to Athy in memory of her brother, 
for cancer research. We joined in the walk to support her. The second donation was for a Garda stationed in 
Athy who is undergoing treatment, to help with medical expenses.  
Coffee Morning: Our first outing after cocooning was a coffee morning in Tom and Noeleen’s garden, and was 
most enjoyable. We have since made a return visit! 

Ballina Branch extends condolences to the family of the late Detective Garda Colm Horkan who died tragically 
while on duty in Castlerea, Co. Roscommon on 17 June.  Colm was one of nature’s gentlemen and was known 
personally by many of our branch members as he was an outstanding footballer with Charlestown Sarsfields 
GAA Club. 
Minute’s Silence for Colm Horkan Branch members observed a Minute’s Silence on Sunday morning at 12 
noon outside the Garda Stations at Swinford, Ballina and Crossmolina along with serving gardai and members 
of the public as his funeral mass was taking place in his native Charlestown.  
 We also extend condolences to branch members who had family bereavements recently – Maura Deacy 
on the death of her brother PJ O’Malley in Sligo, Neil McCarron on the death of his brother-in-law Willie 
Bennett, Stephen Smyth on the death of his sister-in-law Maureen Smyth and Des McCann on the deaths of 
his brothers-in-laws Tommie and Jimmy Gilligan. 
Golf: Our golfing members are all back swinging the clubs again after being in isolation since March and 
enjoying themselves on our local courses at Ballina, Enniscrone, Swinford and Carne. Some of our more 
competitive members seem to have been badly affected by the lay-off and have already being getting physio 
treatment for stiff shoulders and sore hips! 
Angling: Our sea anglers are back in action again and are holding their annual competition on 27 July. Social 
distancing will be no problem as they enjoy the beautiful rugged scenery around Killala Bay   

The Bray Branch continues to keep a watchful eye on our membership and keeps in touch with them during 
the pandemic. We wish our soon-to-be 90-year-old member John Hickson all the very best and to continue 
with his recovery after a recent illness.  

Colm Horkan Commemoration: 
In Bray Branch, as with all other 
branches, the GSRMA joined 
forces to attend commemoration 
ceremonies marking the tragic 
death of our colleague Colm 
Horkan (RIP) on 18 June. 
     In our area, ceremonies were 
held at Bray, Greystones, Shankill 
and nearby Dun Laoghaire Garda 
Stations where almost all of our 
members attended the events on 
the day. 

BALLINA BRANCH

BRAY BRANCH

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Monthly Meeting: Otherwise, the Branch Committee have been busy preparing for a monthly meeting in the not-
too-distant future and researching locations that can cater for our membership in a safe and healthy manner.  

Charity Donations: The Branch made two small donations to local charitable causes in June with a contribution to 
the efforts of local man Peter Lawlor who walked 6,000 steps per day in aid of Open Door Day-Care Centre – he 
covered a month of walking!  
 The Branch contributed €100 to the €20,430 raised by Peter, who suffers with Prader-Willi Syndrome. This 
will go a long way towards helping our local charity, Open Door Day-Care Centre which is due to reopen after the 
lockdown. The second donation of €120 has gone to assist the renovation of the iconic Holy Redeemer Church on 
the Main Street in Bray. 

Annual Mass for Deceased Members: Plans are afoot for the Annual Mass in November and the Christmas 
Lunch in December, but at this stage we do not know how or in what fashion these events are likely to take place 
this year. As always we await the excellent advice of the HSE’s Chief Medical Officer (CMO) and his deputies – well 
done to Dr Tony Holohan and Acting CMO Dr Ronan Glynn. We wish you and your families to keep safe and well. 
Slán for now from the Garden County! 

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Minute’s Silence as mark of respect by Minister for Health Simon Harris TD (pictured third from right), alongside 
personnel from the Fire Service, Order of Malta and Community First Responders. 

GSRMA members and local volunteers pictured outside Greystones Garda 
Station. 

Retired Greystones Sgt 
Matt Shanley with Garda MJ 
Murphy at Greystones Garda 
Station. 

To everyone at An Garda Síochána
Boston Scientific would like to express huge thanks to you all for the fantastic 
work in keeping us safe during the Covid-19 pandemic. Thank you for your 
dedication, commitment and immense courage.  We appreciate the enormous 

personal sacrifices you have made for us during this difficult time.  

We loved hearing your stories of community care on the frontline, providing 
elderly residents with meals on wheels services and essential medication, 
while at the same time looking after our young people by delivering school 
material to homes.  Your protection of our frontline key workers has been 
hugely important, from providing emergency escort services to changing flat 

tyres! Your hard work will not be forgotten.

As we now emerge from lockdown, we wish you all the best going 
forward and hope you all get a well-earned rest soon. 

From everyone at Boston Scientific
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CARLOW BRANCH

Covid Restrictions: Covid-19 has meant that our coffee mornings, outings and get-togethers have ceased until 
further notice.  With many members cocooning at home, their wellbeing is our priority. Members are keeping in 
touch over the phone and we even bump into each other while out walking.  
 Carlow Gardaí were very helpful in collecting prescriptions for some members in the early days of the 
lockdown. Liverpool fans in the branch are ecstatic after their 30-year wait is finally over and the club lifted 
the Premiership trophy in July. Leeds United and West Brom fans in the branch are also very happy with their 
promotion from the Championship. 
 We send our best wishes to members in all the other branches 
in these unprecedented times and hope that they stay safe and well. 
Hopefully an effective vaccine will be developed and life will get back 
to normal sooner rather than later. 

Dog Thefts: Carlow has not escaped the spate of recent dog thefts, 
where dog owners are also being asked to be vigilant. Needless to 
say, any such thefts or suspicious activity of this nature should be 
reported to your local Garda station.

ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Like most GSRMA Branches, opportunities 
for exchange, even remote, were few and far 
between while we acted as responsibly as 
possible during these unprecedented restrictions 
introduced for our safety.   
 Although confined mainly to our homes 
and our neighbourhood our local serving 
colleagues made regular visits to our members, 
particularly those living alone and made 
themselves available to our every need – a 
sincere ‘Thank You’ to one and all.   
 However, the restrictions did not stop our 
telephone and communications via social 
media. Some reminisced on our more youthful 

CLARE BRANCH

Peter Lawlor pictured on his walks around 
Kilmacanogue. 

Tom Conway, Bray Branch Chairman and Central Committee 
Member, presents a cheque for €120 to Father Ml O’ Kelly, PP of 
Holy Redeemer Parish, Bray. 

Gerry Barry, Matty Molyneaux, Dolores Fahy-Cusack, Mick 
Burke, Billy Saunderson, Dan Keane, Pat McGuire, Ann Burke 
and Julie Anne Drudy. 
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CORRECTION: CORK CITY 
(Correction: The man with the shirt, tie beside Mick Barry 
(Cork City Branch on Page 12 of Association News in 
Summer 2020 edition) is Pat Daly from Midleton (and 
not John O’Connell). Apologies to Pat for the incorrect 
caption. Mick Lernihan, Editor  

90th Birthday Celebrations: Due to covid-19 social 
distance restrictions, four members of the Feeney family in 
Cork City had to make special arrangements to celebrate 
the 90th birthday of retired Garda Bernard Feeney 
(12969M) on Tuesday, 16 June. His sons Mick & Tom 
visited Dad at his home near Wilton on Monday evening to 
reminisce with him about his long and happy life.  On the 
following day, daughters Mary and Caroline were on hands 
to open his gifts and buy a birthday cake.  Bernard who 
hails from Corbally near Corofin, Co. Galway joined the 
force in November 1955.  He spent all his service in Cork 
and retired from McCurtain Street Station in 1987. 

Devon & Cornwall Tour: Our planned one-week tour to 
Devon & Cornwall organised with PAB Travel for June 
2020 had to be cancelled due to covid-19.  This left 50 
disappointed travellers but as the saying goes “beidh turas 
eile” le cúnamh Dé.

CORK CITY BRANCH

activities while others recalled our 
‘artistic’ talents deployed to entertain but 
mainly to raise much-needed charitable 
funds when we took to the boards. It has 
always been a feeling of amazement 
when we realise the wonderful talent 
that comes to the surface when the 
call goes out. We look forward to those 
days again. 
 This issue will carry many references 
to the loss of our murdered colleague 
Colm. Clare Branch members were 
proud to attend their local stations and 
add their support and sympathy to the 
Horkan family on his funeral day. May 
he Rest in Peace. 

JR McDonagh, Mick Burke, Ted Finlay, Gráinne McDonagh, John 
O’Brien and Bríd Long. (Photos courtesy of Mick Burke) 

Blowing out the candles a moment in time – Mary, 
Bernard and Caroline Feeney. (Photo courtesy of 
Tim Bowe, Cork City Branch Secretary) 

New Member: We welcome Damian Healy from Bandon into our branch as our newest member. 
Covid-19: Thankfully West Cork in general has not been too badly hit by the Coronavirus but we as an ‘age 
vulnerable’ group must not become too complacent as we now find West Cork, its beaches and lands are the 
‘New Normal Costa West Cork’ with large numbers ‘staycationing’ here now and expected to remain until the 
end of September.  
 Our Wild Atlantic Way beaches, Inchidoney, Garretstown, Long Strand, Tragumna, The Warren, Ballyrisode 
and of course Barley Cove are all packed on the sunny days - Stay Safe. 

CORK WEST BRANCH 
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Memorial to the Late Colm Horkan (RIP): Branch 
members gathered at a number of Garda Stations 
in the north of Donegal as well as at some churches 
on Sunday 21 June to remember our late colleague 
Detective Garda Colm Horkan and to pay respect to him 
on the day of his funeral.
 In Letterkenny, serving and retired members, 
together with members of all the Emergency Services 
and members of the public turned out in great numbers 
and were welcomed to the Station grounds by 
Superintendent Michael Finan.
 Social distancing was maintained by all as the 
serving members in uniform and plain-clothes and all 
present were called to attention by Inspector David 
Durcan. Looking towards the Station flagpole on which 
the Tricolour rested at half-mast on that calm day, those 
present were led in prayer at 12md by local Church 
leaders; Bishop of Raphoe, Reverend Alan McGuckian 
and Dean of Raphoe, Very Reverend Arthur Barrett. 
Very Reverend Monsignor Kevin Gillespie of St. Eunan’s 
Cathedral, Letterkenny was also present.
 The scene there emulated that taking place at Garda 
stations throughout the country; a sad and poignant 
occasion for everyone and one that will be remembered 
forever by those present at those stations. An occasion, 
we trust, that is forged forever in the memory, not just of 
those in and associated with the Garda service but also 
in the hearts and minds of Irish society as a whole. 

Cross Border Project: Just as the Covid-19 situation 
continues, so too does the Cross-Border Project 
involving retired members here in Donegal North. While 
the usual safety parameters now in place mean that the 
possibility of getting together at organised events will 
have to wait a little longer, we have had the opportunity 

of cross community interaction via Zoom and there 
have been interesting presentations and discussions, 
organised by the project leader at Co-Operation Ireland, 
Anthony Quinn, ably assisted by the project facilitator 
Owen Donnelly.  
 Zoom events have been very well attended and the 
fact that members are not in the same physical space 
has not detracted from the interesting and engaging 
discussions. It has been great to see the project 
continue in this way.  
 The steering committee of Joe Lynch (Garda 
Retired Representative) Michael Crossan (IDF Retired 
Representative) and Michael McMenamin (Revenue 
Retired Representative) continue to meet in session with 
Anthony and Owen via Zoom and plan for the continued 
development and completion of the Project. 
 It is hoped to recommence interactive presentations 
and discussions with a visit to Monreagh Heritage 
Centre, close to the Donegal-Derry border, where the 
focus will be on the history and heritage relative to the 
1609 Plantation of Ulster, the 1922 Partition of Ireland 
and everything in between. 

DONEGAL NORTH BRANCH

Certificates of Appreciation: Due to 
social distancing we are not in a position 
to present the following members with 
their 20-Year Certificates of Appreciation 
and Pins for some time, congratulations 
to the 2020 recipients:  

• Dan O’Callaghan – Adrigole 
• Jeremiah O’Neill – Clonakilty 
• William Creedon – Rosscarbery 
• Pat Kirwan – Union Hall 
• Kevin Barry – Skibbereen 
• Pat Quirke – Clonakilty 
• Patrick A Dunlea – Ballinhassig 
• Mary Aherne – Bandon 

Pictured at the presentation to retiring Cork West Branch Secretary Pat 
O’Leary at the AGM: Matt Givens (GSRMA President), Pat O’Leary, and Liam 
Ryan (Assistant Branch Secretary). And look out for a good story about Pat 
O’Leary and Willie Creedon in a forthcoming issue of ‘Síocháin’ magazine! 

GSRMA members gathered at Letterkenny Garda Station. 

Address by Peter Sheridan, CEO of Co-operation Ireland, 
at the opening of the Cross Border Project. 
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Creating a future where disease is a  
thing of the past.
We are Janssen, the Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson & Johnson. 
Bold thinkers. Big dreamers. Fearless advocates on behalf of patients. 
So that one day, the world’s most daunting diseases will be found only in 
the pages of history books.  Learn more at www.janssen.com.
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We’re in the business of patients,
not patience.
Our promise is to deliver bold breakthroughs 
and meaningful medical innovations to create 
a future where disease is a thing of the past.

Learn more at www.janssen.com/ireland/



 A discussion evening in Fort Dunree is planned 
for September (Covid-19 restrictions permitting), with 
social distancing, where representatives of a number 
of peace-related groups will make presentations. 
Topics will include the forthcoming 2022 Centenary 
Commemorations, marking the foundation of the Free 

State and the foundation of the forces of the state – 
Army, Gardaí and Customs.  
 A heritage talk and walking tour of the historic town 
of Ramelton, under the expert guidance of local history 
and heritage guide Deirdra Friel is planned for October. 
All of these events will be advertised and notified to all 
members who are registered with this Cross-Border 
Project. 

Breaking Free: Donegal North Branch Members took 
a break from Zoom and headed to the countryside for a 
real GSRMA/IPA Coffee Morning. Meanwhile, our retired 

members in the Letterkenny/Ballybofey area continue to 
meet via Zoom every Monday, where good banter/craic 
is enjoyed by all!  
 With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions, the group 
decided recently to reactivate the GSRMA/IPA Coffee 
morning, with an outdoor get-together where 12 
members travelled to to Glenveagh National Park where 
it was easy to maintain social distancing in the open 
countryside and also within the grounds of the Castle 
Courtyard. 
 The buses were not running, which meant that a nice 
leisurely two-mile walk from the car park to the castle 
was enjoyed before the coffee and scone in the castle 
courtyard and likewise afterwards on the way back.  
 Some members stayed a while longer and walked 
the surrounding pathways and lanes around the park. A 
great way to spend a relaxing morning and as usual, the 
time went all too quickly. All things being equal, another 
visit there in the not too distant future is definitely on the 
cards.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

WhatsApp Group: The news is still dominated by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and there is no end in sight. 
However, those of our members that were cocooning 
can now travel nationally with the strong advice to 
holiday at home for this year. 
 Our hard-working Secretary Christy Lonergan keeps 
us up to date on developments and to this end he has 
set up a WhatsApp Group for our Committee to keep in 
touch with each other and we strongly recommend that 
other Branches follow suit – it’s a great app to share 
information and is strictly private to all WhatsApp Group 
members. 
Garda Michael Reynolds Memorial 
Plaque: A meeting on 22 July to 
discuss erecting a memorial plaque 
for Garda Michael Reynolds (RIP) 
was attended by Garda Inspector 
Fiona Broderick, Howth, Garda 
Declan O’Carolan, Clontarf GRA, 
retired members George Langan 
(husband of Vera Reynolds), Central 

DUBLIN NORTH BRANCH 

Group members pictured at Glenveagh Castle, Glenveagh 
National Park  (Photo courtesy of Michael Gallagher, 
Donegal North Branch) 

Funeral cortege for Garda Michael Reynolds. 

Screenshot of Cross-Border Project Zoom 
presentation. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

DUN LAOGHAIRE BRANCH  

Certificates of Appreciation were presented by 
Treasurer and Branch Secretary Eamon Hession to 
Joe Dowling, Mary Lucey (on behalf of her husband 
Christy) and to Mary Broderick at their homes in recent 

weeks. We were 
lucky to have 
held our AGM 

before Covid-19. We had some events planned for 
Spring and Autumn but these have been postponed 
until another time when restrictions have been eased. 

Messages of Sympathy: Since the last edition, 
we have sadly lost two members of our Branch – 
Winifred (Winnie) Crowley (wife of Jim who worked in 
Dun Laoghaire) and Peggy Egan (wife of Tony who 
worked in Blackrock). We wish to express our sincere 
sympathies to their families and friends and to the 
families and friends of all those who have lost loved 
ones at this time. We would also like to extend our 
best wishes for a speedy recovery to any members 
who are unwell at this time. The Branch has continued 
to keep in close contact with members and has 
endeavoured to provide support, where required.  

Memorial Service: A service in memory of the late 
D/Garda Colm Horkan was held in Dun Laoghaire 
Garda Station on 21 June. In light of the COVID-19 
restrictions, a number of members of the Branch 
attended the service to pay respects to Colm.  

Annual Remembrance Mass: We live in hope of 
remembering our loved ones from the Dun Laoghaire 
Branch, and our Annual Remembrance Mass will take 
place in Stackstown Golf Club at 7.30pm on Sunday 1 
November 2020. Meanwhile, the 63rd Annual Mass in 
the Boylan Centre in Dun Laoghaire will take place at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 6 January 2021.  

Pictured at a memorial service for the late D/Garda Colm 
Horkan at Dun Laoghaire Garda Station on 21 June 
were (l-r): Jim Kenny, Dun Laoghaire Branch Treasurer, 
Supt Barry Walsh, Dun Laoghaire, Eamon Hession, Dun 
Laoghaire Branch Secretary and GSRMA Treasurer, and 
Paul Hogan, Dun Laoghaire Branch.

Eamon Hession 
presents a 20-
Year Certificate 
of Appreciation to 
Mary Broderick 
(widow of the late 
Tom Broderick). 

Committee members Joe Dirwan, Monaghan Branch, and Frank Fitzpatrick, Dublin North Branch. It is proposed 
to mount a plaque in public view in the foyer of Clontarf Garda Station and to have this done to mark the 45th 
anniversary of Michael’s death. Dublin North Branch fully supports this project in every way. 

‘Cara Craoibh’ Initiative: In these restrictive times, the value, importance and necessity for good 
communication in all its forms have never been more essential and relative. The Cara Craoibh 

initiative – one of a number of measures to provide a meaningful communication process to 
our members – is based predominantly, but not exclusively on a referral basis. Practical 
help, or avenues to it, are always welcome, viz. shopping, home entertainment/fun, 
arranging remote gatherings and provision of security/scam advice without causing undue 
harm, medical, relaxation techniques and a myriad of others. Our coffee mornings, outings 
and card games now temporarily postponed, facilitated these exchanges and we look 

forward to continue them again when the proper atmosphere prevails. 

Message of Sympathy: The Dublin North Branch has just learned of the passing of our colleague 
and former Branch Committee Member – John Collins. We extend our sympathies to John’s family, friends and 
colleagues. He was a terrific organiser of our social events particularly at Christmas. John was a wonderful 
family man and a distinguished garda as holder of the Scott Gold Medal for Bravery. Keep talking to each other 
and stay safe.

GARD
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CHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS A
SS

O
CI

AT
IO

N .  C
ARA CRAOIBH .
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Shining 
Examples

AXA Insurance dac is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. OMG86402

We want to thank An Garda 
Síochána and countless others 
for helping us get through these 
difficult times.

And events have shown us the 
courage  displayed by members 
when faced with personal danger.

If you ever need assistance  
with your motor or home insurance, 
we are only a call or a click away.

Ár buíochas arís. 

1890 24 7 365 or go to axa.ie
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MEATH BRANCH
Remembering the good times at the 
Christmas Dinner on 12 December 
2019 at the Silver Tankard Restaurant 
in Navan. 

ASSOCIATION NEWS

DUNGARVAN BRANCH

Detective Garda Colm Horkan (RIP): 
Uniformed Gardaí from Dungarvan 
District joined in a Minute’s Silence at 12 
noon on Sunday 21 June in memory of 
Detective Garda Colm Horkan who was 
fatally wounded on 17 June in Castlerea, 
Co. Roscommon. The people in civilian 
attire are members of Dungarvan Branch 
who were present to pay their respects. 
Afterwards, all present signed a Book of 
Condolences. The Branch extends the 
sympathy of our members to the Horkan 
family on their tragic loss. Ar dheis Dé 
go raibh a Anam uasal. 

Retired and serving members gathered at Dungarvan Garda Station to 
pay their respects. 

Chris Comasky and Kay Lydon. 

Pat Robinson and Josie 
Fitzsimons. 

Rose Duff, Eugene Duff, Eugene Comasky 
and John Reynolds. 

Mary Gormally, 
Jim Dempsey, 
John Reynolds, 
Eddie O Connor 
and PJ Gormally. 
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Eileen O’Driscoll (RIP): It was with deep regret and profound sadness on 15 July when we learned of the death of 
our member Mrs Eileen O’Driscoll (nee McGuire) following a period of illness borne bravely.  
 She was a founder member of our Branch, which was established on 28 November 1989. Records show that 
following that meeting, she held the position of Assistant Secretary/Treasurer and down through the years she was 
a popular and active member.  
 A native of Lemybrien, Co. Waterford, she resided near Cappoquin, Co. Waterford. Predeceased in 1987 by her 
husband John [14790G], Eileen is survived by daughters Orla, Sinead and Aine, sons-in-law, grandchildren and her 
sisters.  
 Eileen’s funeral took place privately on 17 July, with a memorial service to be held at a later date. Members of 
this Branch extend their sympathy to the O’Driscoll and McGuire families and her loyal friend Michael, on their sad 
loss. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hAnam. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

NAAS BRANCH
Keep Well and Stay Safe: Members in Naas Branch 
usually have plenty of activities over the Spring/
Summer months but we could never have imagined 
such unprecedented weeks when we last met at our 
coffee morning in early March.  
 The Branch Committee is very aware of the 
difficult times you have been experiencing especially 
those among you who have been cocooning. It has 
been a lonely and stressful time for everyone but 
we must try to see the positive in everything and we 
will have better days to look forward to in the not too 
distant future.  
 Keep well and stay safe and any member of 
the Committee is just a phone call away if we can 
possibly do anything to be of assistance. Hopefully 
this little affirmation might be of help when we are 
struggling. 
 My hope is my rock, a conviction born of trust and 
belief of a higher order of things, in the darker times 
I can see hope rising to meet me. But I am the one 
who must hold the flashlight. 

Annual Mass and Dinner: We have booked our 
annual Mass for deceased members followed by 
Christmas Dinner on Friday 27 November 2020 
at The Westgrove Hotel, Clane, Mass at 6.30 pm 
followed by four course meal with music afterwards. 
We will be monitoring the Covid situation closely and 
as it is impossible to plan ahead, we can only hope 
everything will be safe to proceed with this event. 
Booking is essential and we will contact members in 
early November. Keep in touch with Branch Secretary 
William Blayney on 085-1287226 and Branch 
Chairperson Marie Roche on 086-0854654. 

Congratulations to James Corcoran on his 
90th birthday: Naas Branch member James (Jim) 
Corcoran celebrated his 90th birthday on 7 July. 
Congratulations Jim on your birthday from all of the 
GSRMA Committee and branch members. Jim is a 

wonderful example of positive aging; he is fit and 
well and enjoys the weekly bowling and is a great 
supporter of branch events and served on the Branch 
Committee until three years ago. 
 Jim is one of life’s gentlemen, quiet and kind, a 
native of Ballinalee, Co. Longford and in his younger 
days played both football and hurling for his native 
county. He joined An Garda Síochána in 1953 and 
served in Donegal for 10 years, Thomastown, Co. 
Kilkenny for 14 years, before he settled in Naas as 
Sergeant until his retirement in 1987.  
 Both Jim and his wife Eileen were very involved in 
the local Saint Vincent de Paul. Sadly, Eileen passed 
away in 2013/ Jim was also a member of the local 
gun club and played golf at the Curragh. Jim and 
Eileen have four children, one girl and three boys. To 
celebrate this milestone birthday, a socially-distanced 
celebration in Jim’s lovely garden was organised by 
family and neighbors, attended by serving Gardaí and 
some retired colleagues. 
 Congratulations Jim and best wishes for continued 
good health and hopefully we will be able to get back 
to the weekly bowling in the near future. 
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Jim Corcoran, who celebrated his 90th birthday 
recently, is pictured with Marie Roche, GSRMA Vice-
President, who presented him with a GSRMA tie. 

Nenagh Branch loses Stalwart Member due to Covid-19: Holy Thursday 9 April 
2020 was a sad day for Nenagh Branch Members when they heard of the death of Christy 
Geraghty. Christy was a stalwart member of the Branch since his retirement and served as 
Branch Secretary for 17 years up until 2012. A proud Galway man, from Abbeyknockmoy, 
he was a great supporter of the Tribesmen and took a keen interest in their activities up 
until his death. 
 Christy served in Dolla and Nenagh, arriving in Dolla on promotion as Sergeant from 
Kildare. He was very proud of the fact that two of his sons – Matt and Liam – followed in his 
footsteps and joined An Garda Síochána.  
 Matt is a Sergeant attached to the Garda College and Liam a Superintendent attached 
to the Press Office at Garda HQ. The Nenagh Branch extends its sympathy to Christy’s 
wife Anne, his children, Michéal, Matt, Francis, Liam and Mairead. Christy was laid to rest 
in his native Abbeyknockmoy. May he Rest in Peace. 

NENAGH BRANCH 
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WATERFORD BRANCH
The association between the development of Waterford 
Golf Club since its establishment in 1912, and the rise 
of the world-renowned Waterford Crystal brand in its 
glory days as one of Ireland’s signature products, is well 
documented in the golf club’s history.  
 However, the association with the GSRMA is not as 
well documented, which is clearly evidenced through 
the participation of retired Gardaí at all levels in the 
long-established true members’ club that is Waterford 
Golf Club (WGC). 
 Mick Nevin, current Chairman of the Waterford 
Branch, is the 2020 WGC Captain. Mick retired from 
Kilkenny as Superintendent in 2012 having started 
his career in An Garda Síochána in 1982, stationed at 
Harcourt Terrace before transferring to Kilmacthomas 
in the foothills of the Comeragh mountains in Co. 
Waterford where Flahavan’s porridge is manufactured. 
 Sean O’Halloran, retired Chief Superintendent from 
the then Waterford/Kilkenny Division is the current 
Chairman of Waterford Golf Club. Sean, as you will 
know, is a Trustee of the GSRMA, a former Chairman of 
the Waterford Branch, and will always be a Tribesman 
hailing from Galway. Sean’s wife Ellen is a former Lady 
Captain of the WGC, which is literally the O’Halloran’s 
back garden! 
 Pat O’Driscoll, retired Sergeant i/c of Ferrybank 
(sub-district where in WGC is located), is the 
Communications Secretary on the Waterford Branch. 
He is Junior Convenor at WGC. Pat was Captain’s Prize 
winner in 2008. Hailing from Clonakilty in the Rebel 
Republic, he spent a number of years in Donnybrook 
before arriving in Waterford as a Sergeant. Pat is doing 
a wonderful job, investing a lot of time in junior golf 
development in the Club. 
 Frank Manning is a Retired Garda from Ferrybank 
Garda Station is the Club Course Convenor. A premier 
county native from Nenagh, Frank is a long-time 
member of Waterford Golf Club. He has represented 
WGC on many of the club teams over the years and 
now devotes a significant amount of time in course 
development and continuous improvement. 
 Also involved in course development is Retired 
Garda and Waterford Branch GSRMA Member John 
Killeen – another Tipp hurler who won the Club’s 
Captain’s Prize in 2007 and won the President’s Prize 
in 2017. John, like Frank and Pat Crowley, is in the club 
every Tuesday and Thursday working on the course, 
ensuring the high standards are maintained. 
 Pat Crowley, another rebel from Cork retired from 
Waterford Garda Station and among a number of 
enterprises, is Secretary of the Waterford Beekeepers’ 
Association. 
 Denis Deacy is a retired member from Thomastown 
and a former club captain who has achieved the highest 
standard of golf awards over the years representing the 
club at all levels.  

 He was club champion of four occasions. Denis 
continually sets the course up for competition and 
you can see him driving from green to green setting 
pin positions in addition to assisting with course 
management and advice on competitions.  
 The links between the Gardaí and WGC far extend 
into the history of the club. The 2019 Lady Captain 
Maria Mooney is the daughter of deceased Supt 
Martin Keane, who himself along with his wife were 
significantly involved in WGC at all levels. A unique 
piece of history is that Maria’s mother was also Captain 
of the Ladies Section. 
 The 2019 Lady President was Bernie McGovern, 
wife of retired Sergeant Peter McGovern. The links 
between the GSRMA and Waterford Golf Club go on…. 
John O’Connor, a Limerick man who sadly passed on 
earlier this year was a retired Garda from Kilmacow 
Garda Station. John was Waterford GSRMA Branch 
Secretary for a number of years. In 1992, Terry Wogan, 
another famous Limerickman held the Terry Wogan 
Golf Classic in WGC. John O’Connor was on the wining 
team with Gordon Banks, English 1966 World Cup 
Goalkeeper. 
 Waterford Golf Club accommodates the GSRMA 
Branch meetings and coffee mornings. The annual golf 
outing involving Waterford, Dungarvan, Thomastown 
and Kilkenny GSRMA Branches is hosted biannually 
at WGC. The Annual Deceased Members’ Mass and 
Lunch has been held at the club over the last number of 
years as is the GSRMA Branch Christmas get-together. 
 Waterford Golf Club is well worth a visit. Located 
in Ferrybank on the peripheral of the city and only 
five minutes’ drive from the city centre, it is perched 
on a spectacular site overlooking the Waterford City. 
The parkland course is of the highest standard with a 
renowned Club Bistro for quality food.  
 Why not go on a walking guided tour of Ireland’s 
oldest city, play a game of golf at Waterford Golf Club, 
stay at any one of the four city centre hotels and finish 
off with trip on the Waterford Greenway. GSRMA 
members are welcome and we look forward to seeing 
you soon. Enjoy! 

 

Waterford Branch members at Waterford Golf Club 
with Joe and Eileen Hurley.

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and 
intermediate care provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided 
by NAS and Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air 
Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by agreement with each organisation. At a local level, 
the NAS is also supported by over 275(Mar 2020) Community First Responder schemes, 
responding to particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, 
chest pain, choking and stroke) where it is essential for the patient to receive immediate life-
saving care whilst an emergency response vehicle is en route to the patient.

In recent years, the NAS has embarked on a strategic investment programme to develop 
a modern, quality service that is safe, responsive and fit for purpose. The service is 
implementing a significant reform agenda which mirrors many of the strategic changes 
underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive for high performance and 
efficiency whilst coping with a continuously increasing demand on services.

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie
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underway in ambulance services internationally as they strive for high performance and 
efficiency whilst coping with a continuously increasing demand on services.

CONTACT DETAILS: National Ambulance Service, Health Service Executive, 
Rivers Building, Tallaght, Dublin 24, D24 XNP2
PHONE: 01 463 1624/26
E-MAIL: director.nas@hse.ie

www.nationalambulanceservice.ie

THE NATIONAL 
AMBULANCE SERVICE

PARAMEDIC ADVANCED 
PARAMEDIC

INTERMEDIATE  
CARE OPERATIVE

EMERGENCY CALL 
TAKER

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
DISPATCHER

CAREERS IN THE NAS

THE NATIONAL 
AMBULANCE SERVICE

The National Ambulance Service (NAS) is the statutory pre-hospital emergency and intermediate care 
provider for the state. In the Dublin area, ambulance services are provided by NAS and Dublin Fire 
Brigade (DFB). Aero Medical services are provided by the Irish Air Corps and the Irish Coast Guard by 
agreement with each organisation. At a local level, the NAS is also supported by over 275(Mar 2020) 
Community First Responder schemes, responding to particular types of medical emergencies (i.e. 
cardiac arrest, respiratory arrest, chest pain, choking and stroke) where it is essential for the patient 
to receive immediate life- saving care whilst an emergency response vehicle is en route to the patient.

In recent years, the NAS has 
embarked on a strategic 
investment programme to 
develop a modern, quality 
service that is safe, responsive 
and fit for purpose. The service 
is implementing a significant 
reform agenda which mirrors 
many of the strategic changes 
underway in ambulance 
services internationally as they 
strive for high performance 
and efficiency whilst coping 
with a continuously increasing 
demand on services.
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WEXFORD BRANCH 
We have been keeping our heads down over the 
last few months and therefore there’s been nothing 
much to shout about. Thankfully, we have a very good 
record regarding COVID-19 and hopefully it stays that 
way. Unfortunately, it has prevented members from 
attending various family events and all our activities were 
put on hold.  Please God, we hope to get back to some 
activity within the next few weeks.   
 We are already in the early stages with 
plans to mark the 40th anniversary of the late D/
Garda Seamus Quaid’s murder (13 October 1980). It 
is intended to mark the occasion with a fitting memorial 
stone and a tree planting at the new Garda Divisional 
HQ in Wexford Town. With the actual date falling on 
a Tuesday, we have been in consultation with family 
members and have decided to hold the commemoration 
on Sunday 11 October.    
 Serving members throughout the division have been 
kept busy ensuring that the pandemic regulations are 
being adhered to and holding back the annual throngs 
making their ways to the sunny south east. 
 In many cases, it has been a thankless job but very 
necessary and we’re all very thankful to frontline services and what they have done to make our lives safer. 

Branch members lucky to get in a fishing trip 
just before lockdown: (standing l-r) Michael 
O’Connor, Pat Burke, Paddy O’Reilly and Brendan 
O’Connor (son of Michael); (seated l-r) Dan Kelly, 
Denis O’Sullivan, William Ferguson and Brendan 
Casey.   

This year’s event, which is held annually to honour 
all those Irishmen and Irishwomen who died in past 

wars or on service with the United Nations, was a scaled 
down and more socially distanced commemoration than 
previous years due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.
 The President, the Taoiseach, members of the 
Government; the Council of State; Dáil and Seanad 
Éireann; Diplomatic Corps; Judiciary and Northern Ireland 
representatives attended. Matt Givens, President of 
the GSRMA attended on behalf of the Garda Síochána 
Retired Members Association. 
 The ceremony comprised of an inter-faith service 
followed by the laying of wreaths by the President 
on behalf of the people of Ireland, before the event 
concluded with an Air Corps flypast.

NATIONAL DAY OF 
COMMEMORATION 2020
Collins Barracks at Benburb Street, Dublin 7 was the setting for the Annual National 
Day of Commemoration on Sunday 12 July 2020.

Garda Chaplain Archdeacon David Pierpoint, 
Garda Commissioner Drew Harris and Matt Givens, 
GSRMA President, pictured at the National Day of 
Commemoration at Collins Barracks on 12 July.
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We had some shocking news 
in June, as the last edition of 

Síocháin was hitting your doorsteps, 
with the tragic murder of Detective 
Garda Colm Horkan in Castlerea.  
 Colm was a fine policeman and 
like all of our fallen colleagues, he 
gave his life for the people and the 
community he served. Ar Dheis Dé 
go raibh a Anam Dílís. 
 In August, we welcomed 
the news of the conviction of a 
person for the brutal murder of 
our colleague Adrian Donohoe at 
Lordship, Co. Louth in January 2013 
and we stand with our GSRMA 
colleague, Caroline Donohoe in 
paying tribute to her husband, 
Adrian.  
 Caroline also thanked the Garda 
Investigation Team who have put in 
a long seven and a half years to get 
the culprit for the murder of Adrian 
before the Courts. 
 We concur, well done to each 
and every one of you and we wish 
you continued success in bringing 
the others responsible to justice soon 
enough. 
 So, to bits and bobs, our Annual 
Delegate Meeting didn’t materialise 

due to Covid-19 and we are now 
making plans for a very busy Annual 
Delegate Meeting in June 2021 in 
the Hodson Bay Hotel which will be 
dealing with two years of motions 
etc… 
 A very exciting project in 
capturing the history of An Garda 
Síochána from 1922 was launched 
by the Central Committee of the 
GSRMA in mid-August with the 
placing of advertisements in the 
national newspapers.  
 All our membership was 
canvassed through our email alert 
system, on our Facebook Page and 
also displayed on our Website and in 
case you missed it, I am setting out 
the advertisement below again.  
 It is very important that you 
participate where you can as you are 
the ‘living’ evidence of your time in 

An Garda Síochána and can share 
the ‘lived’ experiences of you and 
your families throughout your service 
in An Garda Síochána. We want to 
celebrate our 100th birthday in style 
in 2022 and you were part of that 
journey – be part of its history. 
 If you feel you have something 
to contribute, share or loan to this 
project, we ask you to get in touch 
and we will record your name and 

make contact with you as the project 
develops. 
 I hope you enjoy this edition 
of Síocháin with the various 
contributions from our Membership. 
You will see that there are many 
many instances of remembrances 
and commemorations in this edition 
ranging from Dick Fallon, Seamus 
Quaid, John Morley & Henry Byrne, 
Gareth Harmon & Conor Griffin, 
Michael Reynolds to Colm Horkan.  
 We cannot and must not forget 
our fallen colleagues and comrades 
who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in the service of the State.
Neither should the State forget our 
colleagues and the price they/you 
paid during some very dark periods 
of our history since 1922. 
 I will leave you now and ask 
again that you search the attic and 

the drawers for those wonderful 
photographs that we share with you 
in the Archives Section – we all have 
these photographs.
 Send them to me and I’ll publish 
them along with your stories and 
the memories of times gone by. I 
promise, I’ll return them to you! 

Slán for now,  
Mick

MICK’S MESSAGES
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Well, here we are still 
fighting and dealing 
with the effects of the 
Coronavirus and the 
impact it is having not 
just on our membership 
but on the global 
population. At the 
time of writing in mid-
August, new cases are 
hitting over a quarter 
of a million a day and 
if that is not a salient 
reminder to protect 
yourself and your loved 
ones, then nothing is! 

We are expert in adaptable & innovative design and the 
manufacture & installation of modular buildings
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Ph: 01-8250622 / Mh: 087-3900274
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Face coverings  
are required on  
Public Transport.
Public Transport is running for those who need it.
�  Enhanced daily cleaning programmes are in place
�  Services must limit passenger numbers to allow for social distancing
�  Please respect the usual priority spaces and seating
�  Avoid unnecessary journeys
�  Use your TFI Leap card whenever you can

Visit transportforireland.ie or operator websites 
for up to date timetables and information.
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Rory Lynch Transport Ltd
Smithstown Industrial Estate

Shannon, Co Clare.
 

Tel: 061 361046

Best Wishes to the GSRMA

Tel: 01 444 4813  |  Fax: 01 559 5325
info@osullivankenny.ie  |  www.osullivankenny.ie

Suite 203, The Capel Building, Mary's Abbey, Dublin 7, D07 DK11

O’Sullivan Kenny Solicitors LLP 
are delighted to support The 
Garda Síochána Retired 
Members Association 
and thank you for 
your service.

We are a Dublin 
based solicitor’s 

firm specialising in 
criminal defence 

and public interest 
litigation.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Dear Editor, 

Growing up in Donegal in the 1960s and early 70s I, like many others, 
were blissfully unaware of the rising tensions and injustices which culminated in 
the peace marches in Northern Ireland.  
 The suppression of rights by the Unionist dominated government, assisted by 
the British establishment, only highlighted the inequality and injustices wrought 
on the Catholic population at that time.  
 Then along came a man, a teacher, and a visionary, that was John Hume. 
He saw the need for peaceful dialogue through marches in order to highlight 
what many saw was a section of society unfairly oppressed for many decades.  
 Widespread discrimination in jobs, housing etc, even within the public or 
civil service was the norm but the disaffected, like John, had enough and would 
march for the right to self-determination only to be beaten back by the brutal regime of Unionist extremism assisted by their 
colonial masters. John like many others suffered at the hands of a system morally corrupt and unfairly balanced against the 
rights of minorities at that time. 
 Throughout, John maintained his position of peaceful dialogue and engagement, which many saw as a betrayal, with 
the Provisionals and their mouthpieces in Sinn Féin. John it seems, by the commentary of others, was his own man and 
preferred his own counsel. This irked those within his own party but it did not deflect from the work that he did and the courage 
of his convictions.  
 All of this culminated in the hard fought and won Good Friday Agreement that saw the warring factions lay 
down their arms and adopt the democratic process that would ultimately cost John and other moderate parties like his, a 
dominant place in governing Northern Ireland.  
  His legacy to peace will not be forgotten as was his and his family’s sacrifice in order that the people of that troubled 
province could gain equality and justice once and for all. 
  Mahatma Gandhi, another icon and peace maker once said, “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight 
you, then you win”. 

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílís. 

Christy Galligan, 
Letterkenny,  Co. Donegal. 

JOHN HUME – A MAN OF OUR TIME  
Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

A TIME TO REFLECT ON SACRIFICES THE GARDA 
FORCE HAS MADE 

Dear Editor, 

The death of Detective Garda Colm Horkan will leave those of us who have 
experienced sudden and violent deaths with a sense of helplessness, sadness and 
dismay. 
     That sense of helplessness that one man, who was very much a part of the 
community he served, was needlessly gunned down while performing his duty to 
protect those of us he served.  
     Sadness that a man in the prime of his life and career, who had given so much 
of himself, and with more to give, was taken from us in such a violent manner. 
Dismayed that a life can be so easily taken in the matter of seconds and family and 
colleagues will have to bear the burden of that loss for a long time to come. 
     I stood with serving and retired Gardai, and family members, outside my 
local Garda Station to pay homage to Detective Garda Horkan with a minute’s 
silence. At that moment my thoughts harkened back to three members of the Garda 

Síochaná whom I had personally known and whose lives were taken in the course of their duties. Their deaths, also in a violent 
manner, were when trying to preserve the peace and security that we have come to know on our Island and far afield. 
 These Garda members who died were from within our own communities, they are ordinary men and women who have 
dedicated their lives to serve the public and protect our standards of life. They have been, were, and are now, the frontline 
through a century of troubled times.  
 They are for the most part, unarmed with few resources and at times totally underfunded and under resourced. They feel 
unappreciated when certain vested interests and populist political discourse deride them with little or no justification while 
some senior managers alienate themselves from those serving on the frontline by kowtowing to vested political interests in the 
hope of further promotion.  
 All members of the Garda force who have died in the line of duty, or by other means, deserve our support and respect for 
the sacrifices they have made and one their families have paid dearly for.  
  We can only hope that during this period of sadness and mourning that we take time to reflect and look again at those who 
serve us on the frontline with a renewed respect and understanding. 

Mise le meas, 

Christy Galligan, 
Letterkenny,  Co. Donegal. 
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The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

CLOSURE OF GARDA MUSEUM IN TEMPLEMORE 
Dear Editor, 

During the month of May 2020, Garda Management 
made a decision to close the Garda Museum at the 
Garda College, Templemore. Sgt John Reynolds, the 
museum curator, received instructions to pack all the 
exhibits, artefacts and historical items into cardboard 
boxes to place in storage.  
 It appears Garda Management urgently requires 
the building for alternative use. In due course, Garda 
Management may re-arrange the museum items along 
the extensive corridors within the Garda College. The 
future emphasis may be on ‘Walking Tours’ and this 
change will do away with exhibits contained within a 
museum and consequently there may be no need for a 
permanent curator. 
 Back in 1974, the Garda Commissioner recognised 
the many talents of Sgt Gregory Allen who was collecting artefacts for many years. Sgt Allen was appointed a curator of the 
first Garda museum. This museum was housed in the former R.I.C. Surgeons’ residence in J-Block at Garda HQ.  Over the next 
15 years Sgt Allen accumulated many hundreds of historic items and artefacts from the founding years of An Garda Síochána.  
  On 9 September 1987 the Minister for Justice, Mr Gerard Collins TD attended a ceremony at Garda HQ to mark the formal 
opening of the Garda Museum. Prior to retirement from the Force in 1989, Sgt Gregory Allen wrote ‘The Garda Síochána 
(Policing Independent Ireland 1922-82) a Comprehensive History of the Garda Síochána’. In retirement he devoted his time to 
writing and radio broadcasting on the ‘Sunday Miscellany’ programme. He passed away on 20 September 2001, aged 74 years. 
 In 1990, Sgt John Duffy was appointed Curator and continued the promotion of the Garda Museum. When Garda 
Computerisation came on stream around 1993 there was a demand for office space at Garda HQ and the museum came under 
threat. Its many historic exhibits and artefacts were recorded and digitised before getting placed into cardboard storage boxes 
while Garda Management pondered on the museum’s future.  
 Prior to the 75th Anniversary of An Garda Síochána in 1997, the Garda Síochána Historical Society petitioned for the 
reopening of the Garda Museum. Some positive contacts were made by Garda Management with the OPW that resulted in the 
re-location of the Garda Museum in the Record Tower at Dublin Castle. The official opening ceremony was performed by Ms 
Mary Wallace TD, Minister of State for Justice, Equality & Law Reform, during the 75th Anniversary Celebrations for An 
Garda Síochána on 17 August 1997. 
 In the mid-1990s, Sgt John Duffy was promoted Inspector and continued his role as Curator of the Garda Museum. In 2002, 
he was replaced by Inspector Pat McGee. In recent years Sergeants Paul Maher and Martin Drew gave outstanding service 
while continuing their role as Garda Curators of the Garda Museum at Dublin Castle. 
 Around 2015 the Garda Museum in the Tower at Dublin Castle was closed fully. The Tower was urgently required for 
alternative use. The massive task began to once again record, digitise and pack over 1,000 artefacts into cardboard boxes for 
storage at Garda HQ.   
  On 12 December 2016, Garda Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan performed the official opening of the new Garda Museum 
at Treasury Buildings, near the entrance gate to Dublin Castle. This museum allows for walking tours to view selected items 

Garda Management made a decision in May to close the Garda 
Museum at the Garda College, Templemore. 
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Discover some of the incredible 
places and experiences that are now 
open and waiting to welcome you.

Ireland’s hidDen heartlands
Picture yourself at last in Ireland’s 
Hidden Heartlands, where secret 
tracks and trails give way to the 
beautiful blue waterways of the 

Shannon, and the choice between 
outdoor pursuits and rest and 

relaxation is once more yours to make. 
Defined by the serene landscape 

of Ireland’s most famous river, 
this region winds its way south 

from Carrick-on-Shannon, through 
Athlone, and into the spectacular 

Lough Derg. Set yourself adrift with 
a cruise boat rental, go kayaking on 
Lough Oughter, find time to unwind 
in Lough Key Forest Park, or delight 

your kids with an unforgettable 
trip to Baysports waterpark.

DUBLiN
The big city break is here again!  
It’s time to plan your escape to 
Dublin, where urban parks and 

stunning architecture sit  
side-by-side, and Ireland’s best 
sights, shops and restaurants 
are waiting to welcome you. 

Indulge yourself on Grafton Street, 
lose yourself in the creativity 
and culture of your capital’s 

many galleries and museums, or 
head for one of the many coastal 
villages that offer stunning views 

of Dublin’s shimmering bay. 
And after a day spent soaking 
in the city’s atmosphere, you’ll 

find no shortage of ways to 
dine. There’s nothing quite 

like summer in the city.

IRELAND’S ANCiENT EAST
A summer story is yours 

to bring to life in Ireland’s 
Ancient East, where epic 
landmarks meet mountain 
pursuits and coastal trails. 

There’s plenty to discover here – 
from family adventures to quirky 

experiences and true cultural 
gems. Get moving again with a 
bike ride along the Waterford 

Greenway, wander through the 
sweeping grounds of Wexford’s 

Johnstown Castle, or escape 
to Kilkenny, where winding 

streets and a majestic castle are 
open for discovery. And with 

so many beautiful countryside 
and coastline vistas to choose 

from, you won’t be long finding 
the perfect picnic spot to 

make summer memories in.

WiLD ATLANTiC WAY
It’s time – to pack your 

bags and head off along the 
2,500 km coastal stretch of 

the Wild Atlantic Way. 
From Malin Head to Mizen 

Head, this one-of-a-kind route 
is brimming with epic scenery 
and the promise of adventure. 

Set your spirit soaring with craic 
agus ceol in Westport and Achill, 
cycle coastline trails and uncover 
hidden beaches in Connemara, 

or sail into the Atlantic air of 
Kinsale Bay, where you can also 

savour some of the region’s most 
delicious seafood. And if you 

yearn for an adventure, look no 
further than Killarney, nestled in 
an awe-inspiring National Park.

Always check latest Government of Ireland COVID-19 domestic travel advice before planning your trip at www.gov.ie

Tel: 021 497 6210   |   www.woodlandprint.com
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Supporting those who are vision impaired 
and families of children with autism by 

providing life-changing services. 



Síocháin   35

The Editor, GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

Letters to the 
                Editor

Disclaimer: The views and comments expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of the letter writer and not those of the GSRMA and Síocháin.

in glass cabinets etc. Due to the new layout there are only a limited number of exhibits and artefacts on public display. The 
position of Curator remains vacant at present and currently there is no uniform Garda at the museum to meet and greet 
visitors. 
 Sgt John Reynolds, who holds a PhD in History from University of Limerick, established a Garda Museum in the Garda 
College in 2002.  Over the last 18 years this museum has expanded and accommodated thousands of visitors. In 2009, a group 
of 45 retired Gardaí (including Garda widows) made our first visit to the Garda College Museum.  
  A further group of 50 retired members from Cork visited the Garda College Museum in June 2019. On both occasions the 
highlight was meeting with uniform Gardaí and viewing all the historical items on display. Sgt Reynolds was inundated with 
questions from the visitors who were deeply interested in the history of An Garda Síochána. 
  Our 480 Cork City GSRMA members are very disappointed with the downgrading of the Garda College Museum. We 
feel that Sgt Reynold’s historical collection, his care and devotion to preserving Garda historical items are regarded as less 
important at a time when Garda Management has to find accommodation space.   
 The museum has once again to record, digitise, pack-up and move, which in this case may involve a so-called ‘walking 
tour’. This new format may do away with the position of a curator but his/her absence may result in the loss of history relating 
to very important artefacts. In the past, An Garda Síochána saw the benefits of supervisors and when their numbers were 
depleted the organisation suffered.   
 We are all looking forward to the Centenary Celebrations of An Garda Síochána in 2022. As we approach the ‘last lap 
year, it’s important for Management of An Garda Síochána and indeed the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association to 
remember this short reflection. 

 Passing the Baton 
We nurture a living institution, 
born before us and which will outlive all of us. 
Each generation adds its efforts so that, like families,  
we hand down what was handed to us but,  
we hope with improvements. 
Your predecessors in your positions believed themselves 
Trustees of the future, which is our present. 
We are trustees of another future. 

Tim Bowe ,
Cork City Branch  

Editor’s Comment: Approaching 2022, the GSRMA is very conscious of the downgrading of the museums, especially 
at a time when we are actively engaged in ‘Capturing Our History’. This project cannot be completed without having 
our history preserved at both locations referred to in Tim’s letter. We have written to the Commissioner and Deputy 
Commissioner on the matter and await a response. The Museum at the Garda College was officially opened by 
Commissioner M.P. Byrne.  

The New Garda Museum at Dublin Castle was officially opened 
on 12 December 2016 by then Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan. 



Retirement before 1 March 2012: All members 
in receipt of a pension of €35,000 or less 

(including allowances) will qualify. This will come as 
a disappointment to members’ receiving a pension in 
excess of €35,000 as no benefit will accrue.  
 This is based on the principle of pay/pension parity 
ensuring that a retired member cannot be in receipt of 
a pension greater than 50% of a comparable rank of a 
serving colleague.  
 Up to now, members in this category have not 
received any increase since 2008. The final sections of 
the Financial Emergency Act finish at the end of 2020 
(Pay and Pension Act 2017.) thus removing the obstacle 
to those not qualifying to date for an increase. This 
anomaly can only be remedied by a new Public Service 
Pay Agreement (PSPA). 

Retirement after 29 February 2012: Members who 
retired from 1 March 2012 onwards generally qualified 

for pension increases on foot of all pay increases applied 
to the salaries of their serving colleagues under PSSA. 
Those pensions are based on pre-retirement pay-cut of 
7.5% and are lower than half of the salaries of serving 
colleagues.  
 The catch-up increases were applied from 1 January 
2018 and subsequently at the same time as increases 
given to serving colleagues. Initially increases applied 
to basic pension only but following the intervention of 
GSRMA it now also applies to pensionable allowances.  
Again, like the previous cohort there are exceptions as 
follows. The increases will not apply to members who 
retired before 1 April 2013 on a salary of €110,000 or 
greater. Those members who, after that date and up to 1 
April 2019 retired on a second FEMPI pay cut.   
 In 2017 pay increases were awarded to serving 
members in this cohort and, along with the pay increases 
awarded under PSSA brought their salary above twice 
the pension rate of a retired member. Pensions in the 

PENSION UPDATE 
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PUBLIC SECTOR SECTORAL 
AGREEMENT 2018-2020 

(PSSA) 

With the final instatement of 2% awarded under Public Service Pay Agreement 2018-2020 
(PSSA) to take effect on 1 October 2020, Joe Dirwan, Central Committee and Monaghan 
Branch, says this will be reflected in most pensions (but not all) and outlines the details on 
pension updates as follows. 
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category were increased from 1 April 
2019 to take account of the increase 
outlined in the pay to serving 
members.  
 This will bring into alignment the 
pensions of all retired members. No 
provision is made in PSSA to restore 
the partial loss of gratuity incurred as 
a result of the pay cuts 

PAY-PENSION PARITY 
As I highlighted in previous articles, 
the new Public Service Pension 
(Single Scheme) Act of 2013 has 
a provision inserted to abolish 
the existing pay/pension parity 
arrangement.  
 Since then and through 
negotiation, the parity arrangement 
remained ‘on-life support’ for the 
duration of the PSSA 2018-2020. 
Contact has already been made 
through the auspices of Alliance of 
Retired Public Servants (ARPS) with 
the ICTU to ensure that the present 
parity arrangements are continued 
into future pay deals.   
 Despite strong lobbying by the 
Central Committee and GSRMA 
Membership ahead of the General 
Election, there is no reference to 
the principle of pay/pension parity 
in the programme for Government. 
The only commitment on public 
service pay is to honour the final 
phase of PSSA and to establish an 
Independent Commission on Pay for 
members of the Defence Forces.  
 That said, I do not foresee 
the Government not engaging in 
negotiations with the Public Sector 
Unions to develop a new Public 
Service Pay deal.  

ALLIANCE TAKES ACTION 
Since the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the activities of the 
Alliance have been curtailed. No 
meeting has taken place since 
February. We have sought a meeting 
with the new Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Michael 
McGrath TD, with the following 
matters tabled for discussion: 

• Pension Parity – i.e. public 
service pensions to be linked to 

the pay level of serving peers, 
not to indices; 

• Full and immediate restoration 
of all outstanding pensions cut 
under FEMPI legislation; 

• A statutory mechanism for the 
representation of Public Service 
Pensioners at Pay/Pension 
negotiations. 

The Alliance also wants to see 
an end to anomalies such as the 
application of Universal Service 
Charge (USC) to Public Service 
Pensions, the application of the 
household benefits package to 
the 66 to 70-year olds, and the 
extension of medical cards to all at 
70 years of age. 
 Separately a detailed submission 
on pensions was made to Mr 
McGrath last December by a 
delegation from GSRMA. 

FUTURE PAY/PENSION DEAL 
The pathway toward a future public 
sector pay/pension deal is unclear 
as the Government try to revive the 
economy post Covid 19.
 A warning shot has already been 
fired by the Irish Fiscal Advisory 
Council regarding the future funding 
of State Pensions.  
 Other considerations such the 
high rate of unemployment and the 
cost of the temporary employment 
subsidy will no doubt be advanced 

by the Government. During the 
ongoing pandemic the frontline 
workers across the public service 
were not found wanting. This may 
also form part of future pay talks. 
Ongoing contact will continue with 
Public Sector Unions and Garda Staff 
Associations to ensure our voice is 
heard. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
Joe Dirwan is a member of the 
GSRMA Central Committee 
and represents the Monaghan 
Branch and Connaught/Ulster 
Region. Joe is also the current 
Vice-President of the Alliance of 
Retired Public Servants (ARPS).  
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DETECTIVE GARDA 
COLM HORKAN

Thursday 18 June 2020 was to be another normal working day for Mick Lernihan, but after 
he awoke and checked his phone for messages, the GSRMA General Secretary quickly 
realised on reading the first message that it would be far from normal.  

A Garda had tragically lost his life 
in the latter minutes of 17 June 

2020 on a street in Castlerea, Co. 
Roscommon. 
 Indeed, this would not be a good 
day for the family of the as yet un-
named Garda, and for all in the circle 
of retired and serving members of 
An Garda Síochána as well as for the 
people of Ireland and the policing 
fraternity worldwide.
 As the morning progressed, we 
were to learn that the 89th member 
of An Garda Síochána to lose their life 
on duty was Detective Garda Colm 
Horkan, a native of Charlestown, Co. 
Mayo. 

GENTLEMAN IN THE COMMUNITY 
During the following days the eulogies 
portrayed Colm as a gentleman and 
a committed member of An Garda 
Síochána, devoted to his family, his 
friends, his colleagues in An Garda 
Síochána and deeply rooted in the 
community he loved to serve. Indeed, 

Colm WAS such a policeman who was 
so cruelly taken from us.
 Many members of the GSRMA 
wished to attend at Colm’s funeral 
in Charlestown on Sunday, 21 June 
2020 but, due to the current health 
climate, they were prevented from 
doing so. GSRMA President Matt 
Givens attended the Funeral Mass 
in Charlestown and represented our 
6,000 loyal members. 
 As an alternative to attending 
Colm’s Obsequies, the Garda 
Commissioner invited all retired 
members to join our serving 
colleagues and other blue-light 
agencies to Garda Stations all over the 
country in paying our respects to our 
fallen hero. 
 Thousands of GSRMA members 
attended these tributes and joined our 
colleagues in expressing solidarity side-
by-side with them and the people of 
Ireland on this sad occasion. 
 The collage of the following 
photographs show the camaraderie 
and collegiality that exists amongst 
both serving and retired members 
of An Garda Síochána; we thank 
our serving colleagues for the warm 
welcome received and that we 
continue to receive. 

EPITOMISING COLM’S ATTRIBUTES 
The two articles that follow this 
introduction to our Special Feature 
are written by GSRMA members, John 
Duffy (Dublin West Branch) and John 
Hynes (Roscommon Branch). 
 John Duffy had known Colm since 
his childhood and John Hynes knew 

Colm not only as a Garda colleague 
but also as a brilliant investigator and 
a very loyal close friend.
 Their articles epitomise the 
attributes I referred to earlier and 
they are eloquently set out with the 
deepest of respect and sympathy that 
Colm and his family richly deserve.
 The 17 June 2020 will be forever 
etched in the minds of Marty Horkan, 
Colm’s brothers and sister and their 
extended families. The date will be 
also be carried in infamy by An Garda 
Síochána and the GSRMA.
Codladh Sámh Colm

Memorial cross erected near the site 
of the fatal shooting on Main Street, 
Castlerea. (Photo courtesy of Grace 
Heneghan)

(Photo courtesy of Liam Reynolds, 
Castlerea)
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MEMORIAL SERVICES 
ATTENDED BY GSRMA 

MEMBERS NATIONWIDE
On 21 June 2020, GSRMA Branch Members around the country attended a number

of memorial services at Garda Stations in honour of the late Detective Garda
Colm Horkan.   

Photo: Patrick Flynn Multimedia

Photo: Patrick Flynn Multimedia

IN MEMORY OF COLM HORKAN

40  Síocháin 



Síocháin   41

ROLL OF HONOUR
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TRIBUTE TO A 
FALLEN HERO

To find words to describe the 
person who was Colm is not an 

easy task but I did find a quote from 
a well-known spiritual writer Thomas 
á Kempis who wrote the following:
“Love feels no burden, thinks nothing 
of trouble, attempts what is above 
its strength, pleads no excuse of 
impossibility; for it thinks all things 
lawful for itself, and all things 
possible”.
 Those lines capture much of what 
Colm Horkan exuded in his short life 
both as a loving son, brother and a 
committed and courageous member 
of An Garda Síochána.
 While over 20 years his senior, 
I had known Colm and his family 
for many years and I witnessed his 
generosity to both his own family and 
the community of Charlestown where 
we both grew up. 
 Much has been written of his 
sporting achievements most notably 
on the GAA pitch with his native 
Sarsfield’s Club in Charlestown and 
those achievements will be long 
remembered at that club.  
 His introduction to the world of 
policing would see him based in the 
busy ‘K’ District in Finglas where 
he spent his introductory years and 
experienced the cut and thrust of 

urban policing before returning to the 
west and the Roscommon Division.

‘ONE OF NATURE’S GENTLEMEN’
John Hynes, his former Sergeant 
and since retired, gave ample 
testimony to Colm’s achievements 
and commitment to his work on a 
number of very serious investigations 
most notably what became known as 
the ‘Roscommon Case’. 
 His untimely death on the street 
of a normally quiet west of Ireland 
town on that fateful night in June 
sent shock waves through An 
Garda Síochána, the GSRMA and 
the country as a whole but above 
all through his beloved family – his 
father Marty, sister Deirdre, brothers 
Aiden, Brendan, Dermot and Padraig 
and his beloved Aunt Kitty who did 
much to care for him and the family 
following the death of his mother 
Dolores and his twin sister Colette.
 The many tributes that have been 
paid to Colm, most notably during 
his funeral Mass were so inspiring 
and above all so true of the man 
of whom they spoke. Monsignor 
Tommie Johnston, Parish Priest of 
Charlestown, who knew Colm well 
can be quoted as saying “Colm 
Horkan was a good man, one of 

nature’s gentlemen”.  
 Those words are without 
exaggeration and they embody that 
scarce commodity today and that 
is “truth”. Likewise, Commissioner 
Harris recalled “his hard work and 
diligence”, testament to his sterling 
worth.
 I had seldom set foot in 
Charlestown without the occasional 
encounter with Colm and his broad 
smile, and I never left such an 
encounter without feeling enriched 
by his presence. 
 I will continue to cherish his 
memory and honour his legacy for as 
long as I am on this earth.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a Anam Dílís.

Detective Garda Colm Horkan may no longer be 
with the Garda family in person but his legacy 
of love, courage and generosity to his family, 
Garda colleagues and many friends will live on in 
perpetuity, writes John Duffy, Dublin West Branch. 

IN MEMORY OF COLM HORKAN
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FAREWELL TO A GIANT
DETECTIVE GARDA COLM HORKAN 

(13 Dec 1970 - 17 June 2020)

On writing this tribute to one of his best friends and very close ex-colleague, John 
Hynes, Roscommon Branch, is brought back to St James’ Church in Charlestown 
on the morning of Colm Horkan’s funeral where John formed part of the Guard of 
Honour that stretched from the main gate, through the Church grounds to the main 
door of the Church.  

IN MEMORY OF COLM HORKAN

As the coffin entered through the 
gates, under the flags that best 

defined his life – the Irish tricolour to 
which he dedicated his professional 
life as a member of An Garda 
Síochána and the Green and White 
of his beloved Charlestown Sarsfields, 
being carried by his Garda colleagues 
– the only sound to be heard was the 
heavily-tipped footwear pounding 
out the slow march steps of the Pall 
Bearers in the otherwise stillness and 
silence of a community shocked to 
the core at what was happening. 
 An hour or so later, all present 
would again hear the stillness and 
silence as ‘The Last Post’ was played 
by a lone bugler from the Garda Band 
as Detective Garda Colm Horkan was 
laid to rest beside his late mother 
Dolores and his twin sister Collette in 
the adjoining Cemetery. 
 Just three weeks later, I would 
hear that same solemn piece of music 
being played at the memorial service 
at Shannon’s Cross, Loughglynn, 
Co. Roscommon to commemorate 
the 40th Anniversary of the brutal 
murders of Detective Garda John 
Morley and Garda Henry Byrne at 
that very spot. 

MANY FOOTBALL TITLES SCORED 
Colm was born along with his twin 
sister Collette on 13 December 1970. 
His Aunt Kitty told me that “he 
weighed just two and a half pounds, 

but he was a fighter”. His family at 
the time owned a pub in Charlestown 
known as ‘The Dew Drop Inn’ and 
that’s where Colm’s parents Marty 
and Dolores reared their family – 
twins Colm and Collette, Aiden, 
Brendan, another set of twins 
Dermot and Deirdre and Padraig the 
youngest. 
 From a very young age Colm 
had a huge interest in football and 
played at all underage and senior 
levels with Charlestown Sarsfields. 
He won titles for East Mayo U12, 
U14, U16, East Mayo Minor A League 

and Championship double in 1988, 
three East Mayo U21 medals, two 
East Mayo 11-aside medals, County 
Minor 11 and 15-aside Championship 
medals, County U-21 Championship 
in 1991, County Junior, Intermediate 
and Senior medals, Senior League 
Medal 1995, six Centenary Cups and 
seven Canon Henry Cups.  
 He also played for the Mayo U-21 
teams in 1989, 1990 and 1991. 
In the words of John Casey, Mayo 
football legend and a close friend of 
Colm, “I don’t think there are many 
who have won so much”. 

The late D/Garda Colm Horkan pictured with one of his best friends John 
Hynes, retired Sergeant from Roscommon. 
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FROM SERGEANT TO GREAT FRIEND 
One of Colm’s first jobs was as 
a firefighter with Mayo County 
Fire Brigade. On 25 July 1994 he 
joined An Garda Síochána and on 
completion of training was assigned 
to Finglas Garda Station in Dublin. 
 He spent three and a half years 
there and in January 1999 he 
transferred to Castlerea. This was the 
first time I met Colm. At that time, 
I was Sergeant-in-Charge of Unit C 
and he was put onto my unit. I would 
continue to be his Sergeant until his 
transfer to Ballaghaderreen in 2008.  
 I still remember that day. I was 
devastated because at that stage 
it wasn’t just a colleague that was 
transferring, it was a very close and 
personal friend. We all have friends, 
then close friends and finally an inner 
circle of friends. I have an inner circle 
of friends of three people and Colm 
was one of these people to whom 
you’d tell things that you wouldn’t 
tell your own family. He was one of 
these friends. 
 On his arrival in Castlerea, I knew 
I had got a great member. He was 
keen to learn and it was obvious 
he had gained a vast amount of 
experience in Finglas. Both of us had 
a huge interest in Crime Investigation. 
I had spent eleven years in Kevin 
Street Station in Dublin so we had 
a lot in common. That’s how our 
friendship started. 
 Around 1999-2000 a lot of 
sexual crimes were being reported 
to Castlerea Gardaí. I was given 
these cases to investigate and as 
the volume increased, I needed 
assistance. Colm became my right-
hand man. He was the obvious 
choice. 

DIFFICULT CASE INVESTIGATIONS 
Over the next number of years, we 
investigated numerous cases of rape 
and child sexual abuse, with the 
most infamous of these being ‘The 
Roscommon House of Horrors’ case. 
As time went on, he excelled with 
these investigations. You could see 
the calibre of the guy. I could rely on 
him in pressure situations because I 

knew that he excelled under pressure.  
 His attention to detail in criminal 
investigations was exemplary. Most of 
the cases were really sad and sombre, 
and that in some way brought 
us closer together both as Garda 
colleagues and personal friends. 
 We spent a lot of time together 
in Dublin, attending the Central 
Criminal Court and we always shared 
the same accommodation in the IPA 
House in Glasnevin. We would be 
together for two to three weeks at a 
time.  
 We’d spend the day in Court 
and then go for a long walk in the 
Phoenix Park to clear our heads, visit 
the Maples House Hotel in Glasnevin 
for dinner and a few drinks and then 
back to the IPA House to prepare for 
the following days in court.  
 Prior to either of us taking the 
witness stand, we would spend a 
lot of time rehearsing our evidence, 
swapping roles of Defence Counsel’s 
cross examination. We both spent a 
lot of time with that exercise which 
always paid off. I can honestly say, 
had it not been for Colm’s dedication, 
attention to detail, always leaving no 
stone unturned and craving to get 
justice for victims, the convictions 
would not have been achieved as 
frequently as they were.  
 Everyone at this stage knows 
that Colm followed Liverpool FC 
and made several trips to Anfield 
to watch them play. The Liverpool 
anthem is ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ 
and Colm never let any victim he 
encountered walk alone. 

TERRIFIC TEMPLATE FOR OTHER 
GARDAÍ 
If anyone asked me how I would 
describe Colm Horkan, I would say he 
was “a template” for how a member 
of An Garda Siochana should carry 
out their duties in the course of their 
career. If one could bottle what he 
was and how he acted, bring that 
to Templemore and turn out Gardaí 
based on that template we would 
have a terrific Garda Force. He 
certainly was the epitome of what it 
is to be a policeman in contemporary 

society. 
 There is always a certain type 
of nervousness amongst members 
of the public when coming into a 
Garda Station. Colm was the kind of 
person that if you were coming in off 
the street and you had a problem, 
no matter how trivial, his greeting 
firstly would put you at ease. He’s 
the person you would want to meet 
and be guaranteed your problem 
would be handled with the utmost 
professionalism. 
 Colm had an infectious smile 
and he greeted everyone he met 
with respect. You would know that 
he was person who was brought 
up with manners. If he didn’t know 
your name, he would greet you for 
example with ‘Can I help you, Sir’. 
 He was a man of the highest 
integrity and a rock of sense and 
discretion. The Gardaí have hundreds 
of powers under Criminal Legislation 
but the greatest power they have 
is their power of discretion and 
Colm had that power in abundance. 
That’s how he gained friends and 
intelligence at the same time. 
You don’t have to prosecute and 
persecute everyone. A caution is 
often as good as a fine or a more 
serious slap on the wrist. 
 He had a calming effect in 
confrontational situations and more 
times than not became peacemaker 
in unpleasant situations. He never 
rushed into anything and analysed 
everything before he spoke. 

‘LEGACY OF WONDERFUL 
MEMORIES’ 
Following Colm’s transfer to 
Ballaghaderreen in 2008, we 
continued to work closely together 
as he was still in the Castlerea District 
and worked the same unit as I did, 
and our friendship remained as 
strong as always. 
 Colm also had a ‘passion for 
fashion’ and was always impeccably 
groomed. Tidiness was a trait and 
he always looked pristine, dressed 
from head to toe in Tommy Hilfiger or 
Ralph Lauren brands with perfectly-
pressed trousers, shiny shoes and 
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gelled hair.  
 On trips to New York, he would spend hours in Jersey 
Gardens, the home of the biggest Tommy Hilfiger outlet 
stores in the USA, and never left without making several 
purchases. At work his turnout was the same – always 
impeccably dressed, always portraying a positive clean-cut 
image and being conscious all the time that as a member 
of An Garda Síochána one is always in the public eye. 
 He was a great family man and this came across very 
clearly in the eulogy delivered by his brother Brendan at 
his funeral mass. “He was a rock in our family, the man 
that was the glue that held it all together. He was kind, 
considerate, selfless and above all loyal to the core. He 
leaves a legacy of wonderful memories which we will 
cherish in our hearts forever as we say goodbye to a 
‘Giant’ who brought such joy and happiness to us all for 
the 49 fantastic and brilliant years he was here”.   

KEEPING IN REGULAR CONTACT 
Since my retirement in 2014, Colm and I met on a regular 
basis for a meal or a few drinks. We were in contact via 
WhatsApp. 
 I spoke to him for the last time just ten days before 
he was murdered. He would have been celebrating a big 
birthday on 13 December – his 50th – an occasion a lot 
of us would certainly be looking forward to but alas that 

occasion will never happen.  
 He was nearly always the first to send us a Christmas 
card, which usually arrived around 8 December. He never 
missed a year. There will be one less Christmas card 
arriving to our house this year. When we were working 
together Colm spent a lot of time in our house. He name 
was regularly mentioned and our three children idolised 
him. He was like an uncle to them. On hearing of his 
death, they were heartbroken and so distressed. 
 We all think of Colm’s family and the support they will 
need in the months and years ahead and I ask everyone 
reading this to say a prayer for them that the burden of 
grief and loss will become lighter and lighter for them 
with the passage of time.  

PAYING THE ULTIMATE PRICE 
The image of Colm’s dad Marty holding the tricolour 
tightly in his hands as the coffin of his son was  
lowered into its final resting place will remain with us all 
for a very long time. No parent or family member should 
be placed in such a situation, but as members of An 
Garda Síochána every member, when they go to work, 
knows that confrontation is a very real possibility. 
 However, for D/Garda Colm Horkan in the dreadful 
situation he found himself in on the night of 18 June 
2020, he paid the ultimate price giving his life in the 
course of carrying out his duty to the very end. 
 Like many of my former colleagues I attended a 
memorial service for Colm in ‘the Hub’, Castlerea the 
afternoon after his death. Garda chaplain Fr Joe Kennedy 
spoke for about 15 minutes and I found his words very 
comforting.  
 He referred to a passage from the Book of Micah 
in the Bible which states “act justly, love tenderly and 
walk humbly”. That sums up Colm Horkan for me. Right 
throughout his career he acted justly. He was very fair 
with everybody and carried out his duties as he swore he 
would – “without fear, favour, malice or ill will”.  

THE FINAL FAREWELL 
He loved tenderly, he really did and we love him back for 
it and he was a humble man never looking for credit or a 
pat on the back. The day following Colm’s death a local 
priest – Fr Vincent Sherlock – sent me a text bearing a 
lovely message ending with the sentence “May Colm Rest 
in the Peace he sought to defend”. 
 We extend our deepest sympathies to Colm’s family, to 
his father Marty, his sister Deirdre and his brothers Aiden, 
Brendan, Dermot and Padraig and may his gentle and 
kind soul Rest in Peace forever. 
 So, I say farewell dear friend. You were a ‘Giant’ of a 
man in every respect and may you now ‘Rest in the Peace 
you sought to defend’.

IN MEMORY OF COLM HORKAN
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On the night of 13 
October 1980, Detective 

Gardaí Seamus Quaid and 
Donal Lyttleton from Wexford 
Garda Station were on patrol 
in the Cleariestown area of 
South Wexford. There had 
been two bank robberies in 
Callan, Co. Kilkenny earlier in 
the day and they were looking 
for an IRA member, Peter 
Rogers, who was living in that general area. 
 At about 11pm they stopped Rogers’ van outside 
Ballyconnick Quarry and when they searched the van D/Garda 
Donal Lyttleton found explosive substances in the rear of the 
van. Rogers came around to the rear of the van. He had a 
firearm in his hands. 
He fired a shot over Donal Lyttleton’s head and then discharged 
another shot which struck D/Garda Seamus Quaid in the 
abdomen, fatally injuring him, Donal Lyttleton managed to get 
away from the scene and reported the matter to Wexford Garda 
Station. 
 On the following day, Rogers surrendered himself at Wexford 
Garda Station. He was arrested and subsequently appeared 
before the Special Criminal Court where he was convicted of the 
capital murder of D/Garda Seamus Quaid. He was released, in 
1998 under the terms of the Good Friday Agreement.
 The 40th anniversary of Seamus Quaid’s death will be 
commemorated in Wexford on the 11 October by the Quaid 
family, former colleagues, friends, GSRMA representatives and 
serving Gardaí.
 Eamonn Quaid, son of Seamus, will plant a tree in front of 
Wexford Garda Station and a suitably inscribed plaque will be 
erected in front of the tree. Light refreshments will be served in 
the station, while Supt Jim Doyle will supervise arrangements at 
the station.

40THANNIVERSARY 
TO COMMEMORATE 

D/GARDA 
SEAMUS QUAID

FINGLAS GARDA 
STATION 

MEMORIAL 
GARDEN UNVEILED 

The 40th anniversary of Seamus Quaid’s death 
will be commemorated in Wexford on 11 
October by the Quaid family, former colleagues, 
friends, GSRMA representatives and serving 
Gardaí. Tom Miller, Central Committee and 
Wexford Branch, looks back at the fatal incident 
which claimed the life of the Detective Garda in 
October 1980.

A Memorial Garden to mark the 20th anniversary 
of the deaths of Gardaí Gareth Harmon and 
Conor Griffin, who tragically lost their lives in a 
traffic accident in the line of duty, was officially 
opened at Finglas Garda Station by Chief Supt 
Finbarr Murphy in late June, writes Michael 
Griffin, Dublin West Branch. 

D/Supt Colm Fox, who lost his life in tragic circumstances 
recently, was also remembered at the ceremony on 

Monday 29 June, which was addressed by Garda Chaplains 
Fr. Joe Kennedy and Archdeacon David Pierpoint.
 The Memorial Garden consists of a planted tree and two 
inscribed plaques with the names of Gareth, Conor and 
Colm inscribed thereon. Seating is in place to accommodate 
visitors who would like to reflect in silence, remembering all 
our fallen colleagues. 
 It is of the utmost importance that all deceased members 
of An Garda Síochána, who died tragically are not forgotten 
– Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad – Lest we forget.
 The event was well supported by both serving and retired 
members of An Garda Síochána, while the Garda Survivors’ 
Support Association (GSSA) were also represented. Thanks 
must go to the ‘K’ District Gardaí, the OPW and all those 
involved in the creation of this memorial.
 The Memorial Garden is an appropriate gesture and a 
reminder of how fragile our lives can be. It is a fitting tribute 
to their memory and greatly advances the healing process to 
rebuild the lives shattered after experiencing such tragic loss.





Garda Richard Fallon, an unarmed uniform member of 
An Garda Síochána, was shot dead on duty on 3 April 

1970. He was responding to an alarm call at the Royal bank 
of Ireland branch on Arran Quay. 
 There was an understandable desire to erect a 
commemorative plaque at the place where he was killed. 
This initiative was very important to his surviving children, to 
the retired members of An Garda Síochána and the GSRMA’s 
Dublin North Branch members. 
 Unfortunately, Covid-19 intervened and prevented us 
from having a proper ceremony of remembrance. It was 
to everyone’s credit that virtual tributes were held all over 
the country on 3 April 2020 to coincide with the time of 
his death. These activities were very much valued by Garda 
Fallon’s family and they were very appreciative of the 
assistance given by our serving colleagues. 
 Dublin North Branch was determined that the year 
would not pass without having the plaque mounted, albeit 
without a remembrance ceremony. The Fallon family were 
very supportive of this.  

REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY DEFERRED UNTIL 2021 
So, we were all delighted when Dublin City Council 
informed us that they were prepared to have the work done 
under the improved health conditions. It was agreed that 
the plaque would be mounted without ceremony. We’re 

resolved that a 
full Remembrance 
Ceremony should 
take place next 
year on the exact 
date.  
 Of necessity, it 
was decided that 
there would be a 
limited attendance, 
most importantly 
Dick’s sons Richard 
and Finian and 
officials from 
Dublin City Council 
– Paula Ebbs and 

Denice Kirwan – would attend. 
 Representing Dublin North Branch, myself and Christy 
Lonergan, Branch Secretary, were given first class co-
operation from business owner Aidine Calvert, Real Nation, 
who arranged entry for us even though the business is 
operating remotely due to the pandemic.  
 When we arrived that morning, we were worried that 
fate was going to intervene once more. A very strong wind 
was blowing down the quays and looked like rain at any 
minute.  
 However, the contractor was the model of efficiency 
and managed to have the plaque in place very quickly. We 
shared some thoughts and reflected on the terrible deed 
which was committed at that place and resolved to return 
once more for a full ceremony.  We shall not forget. 

A member of the GSRMA Central Committee and Dublin 
North Branch, John O’Brien joined An Garda Síochána in 
1968, serving in many locations throughout the State in his 
career of 38 years. He retired in 2006 from the International 
Liaison & Protection Section at Garda HQ. He is a regular 
contributor and commentator on policing matters on 
the national airwaves and has recently written a book ‘A 
Question of Honour – Politics and Policing’ surrounding his 
Garda career, which is reviewed in this issue.

GARDA RICHARD 
FALLON

REMEMBERED  
Marking the 50th anniversary of the murder of Garda Richard Fallon on 3 April 1970, 
a commemorative plaque was erected on Dublin’s Arran Quay at the site of the former 
Royal Bank of Ireland on 22 July, writes John O’Brien, GSRMA Central Committee and 
Dublin North Branch. 

Brothers Finian and Richard Fallon pictured at the 
unveiling of the plaque in memory of their father Garda 
Richard Fallon on 22 July. 

Christy Lonergan, Dublin North 
Branch Secretary.
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Monday 7 July 1980 is etched in the minds of the 
families and friends of Garda Henry Byrne and 

Detective Garda John Morley. It is well remembered in Garda 
circles as well as in the local community surrounding the 
village of Loughglynn in Co. Roscommon. 
 Tuesday 7 July 2020 – 40 years later – the families, 
friends, local community, An Garda Síochána, the GSRMA, 
the Garda Survivors’ Support Association and many others 
returned to Shannon’s Cross, Aghaderry, Loughglynn to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the murders of Henry and 
John, who died heroically here following their interception of 
armed raiders making their escape from the Bank of Ireland, 
Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.  

TRIBUTE TO BRAVE MEN 
Led by a cohort of local volunteers including retired Garda 
Martin Duggan, the Covid-19 imposed scaled-down 
ceremony at the Memorial in Shannon’s Cross is a fitting 
tribute to these brave men, and it was good to see retired 
Garda Derek O’Kelly also present. Derek and Sergeant Mick 
O’Malley were with Henry and John on that fateful day. 
Sadly, Mick has since passed on (RIP). 
 Marty Horkan and the family of Detective Garda Colm 
Horkan were also present at the memorial ceremony and our 
thoughts and prayers are with them at this time. 

 Wreaths were laid at the memorial by Ann Byrne and 
Frances Morley, Garda Commissioner Drew Harris, myself on 
behalf of the GSRMA, and also by Mayo and Roscommon 
GAA County Boards. 
 Following the ceremony, the local committee organised a 
social distanced light refreshment at the Community Centre 
in Loughglynn where the attendees availed of a welcome 
cup of tea etc… 
 The GSRMA thanks Martin Duggan and his local 
committee for their courtesy and invitation to the ceremony 
– Ar eagla go ndéanfaimis dearmad – Lest we forget. 
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JOHN MORLEY AND HENRY 
BYRNE HONOURED AT 

40TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
The families, friends, local community, members of An Garda Síochána, the GSRMA, the Garda 
Survivors’ Support Association and many others returned to Loughglynn, Co. Roscommon to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the murders of Henry Byrne and John Morley, writes Matt Givens, 
GSRMA President. 

GARDA COMMEMORATIONS

GSRMA President Matt Givens and General Secretary Mick Lernihan pictured at the 40th anniversary commemoration. 



GSRMA President Matt Givens and General Secretary Mick Lernihan pictured at the 40th anniversary commemoration. 

T             he Irish public rightly deserves credit for the way they’re 
meeting the challenge to suppress this present phase of 

the Covid-19 pandemic, with good leadership provided by 
the Government and the National Public Health Emergency 
Team (NPHET). 
 Frontline workers in the public and private sector have 
also continued to contribute hugely to the successful 
outcome, but this has come at a cost. Sadly, eight workers in 
the healthcare setting paid the ultimate sacrifice with their 
lives with more than 8,000 other healthcare workers falling 
victim to the virus. This is particularly sad considering that 
many of the workers in the private care sector have very poor 
pay and working conditions – a situation that requires urgent 
attention.  
 Our success in suppressing the virus should not blind us 
to the urgent need to re-evaluate the over reliance by the 
State on a ‘one size fits all’ model of care for the elderly 
through the private and public nursing home models.  

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS  
At the time of writing, 991 of nursing home residents died 
of the virus – representing 56% of the overall total deaths, 
while another 2,000 patients picked up the infection. 
 Similar models of nursing care operating outside of 
Ireland also had high death rates among residents. When the 
pandemic struck no other options of care for the elderly was 
available for nursing home residents and it should have been 
anticipated that this virus would spread rapidly in the nursing 
homes settings.  
 This spread was facilitated by the communal settings 
in the nursing homes where large numbers of vulnerable 
residents congregate together, with many of them having 
no awareness of social distancing and the etiquette around 
hygiene. Another factor was that there was a large cohort 
of asymptomatic residents and an acute lack of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE).  
 The State has gone down the road over many years of 
hiving off the care of the elderly to the private operators 
whose raison d’etre is profit. This has to change. 
 Our elderly citizens deserve better. Urgent planning 
is now required to re-configure a system of care for the 

elderly and vulnerable to avoid a recurrence. Ireland’s aging 
population is increasing. People are living longer.  
 The over 65s of the population number 629,000 – four per 
cent of whom are in nursing homes and this is forecast to rise 
to 1.6 million by 2050. The over 80s are also set to rise more 
dramatically increasing from 147,000 to 549,000. Not all will 
require residential care, but many will.  

PROPOSALS FOR CHANGE  
The GSRMA, in collaboration with groups involved in the 
advocacy for the elderly, must combine their efforts to ensure 
change takes place including: 
• Improved home care packages, to ensure elderly can stay 

longer in their own home. 
• A move away from the large nursing home model to smaller 

homes to ensure the care of the elderly remains paramount. 
• Integration of smaller units into communal setting, to avoid 

social isolation. 

The above proposals will require a huge financial outlay by the 
Government – it is the only option available if we are to treat 
our elderly with the dignity they deserve in their final years.  
 The early well-intentioned messaging on the numbers and 
the use of the term ‘elderly with underlying conditions’ did not, 
in my estimation, do justice to those who passed away. So, we 
were not in this pandemic together as residents in the nursing 
homes were far more likely to have a poorer outcome if they 
contracted the virus. 
 Let me conclude by offering my sympathy to any reader who 
suffered a family bereavement during this virus. Keep Safe.  

‘COVID-19: WE’RE ALL 
IN THIS TOGETHER, OR 

ARE WE?’
Highlighting the need to re-evaluate the State’s over reliance on a ‘one size fits all’ model of 
care for the elderly through private and public nursing home models, Joe Dirwan, Central 
Committee and Monaghan Branch, says the GSRMA must now collaborate with groups 
involved in advocating for the elderly to ensure change takes place. 

REFLECTING ON COVID-19 
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My grandfather, Peter Hynes, 
probably had something to 

do with it. He had been a Garda for 
over 36 years and retired a few years 
before I was born. I spent a lot of 
time with him when I was growing 
up. He often took me for walks along 
the banks of the river Blackwater and 
taught me how to skim stones.  
 He also taught me how to play 
cards and draughts and was a great 
man for jokes and yarns. He took 
me to horse races in Mallow and 
introduced me to betting on the tote, 
we sometimes had a few winners.  
 The most exciting adventures were 
the trips to Dublin Zoo on the train. I 
remember the smell of Mick McQuaid 
tobacco from his pipe. On the way 
to the zoo, he would always stop 
outside the gates of Garda HQ or the 
Depot as he would refer to it.  

DRILLED ON MARCHING  
He told me stories of his training days 
and how the Drill Sergeant would 
complain about their marching, 
telling them in a loud voice that the 
monkeys in the zoo had more co-
ordination than they had. I remember 
being confused about the monkeys 
and the Drill Sergeant and I had a 
picture in my mind of the monkeys 
marching in perfect formation. 

 I joined the Force in 1984 and 
my grandfather was delighted. He 
attended my passing out parade and 
met the then Commissioner, Larry 
Wren. He always talked about that 
day and I remember being with him 
once when he told the story to all his 
friends in Longs Pub in Ballydaheen.   
 I became aware of another 
influence after a chance meeting with 
a retired member in 2018. Myself 

PETER HYNES, MY PETER HYNES, MY 
BICYCLE, EAMON BICYCLE, EAMON 
LEAHY AND ME LEAHY AND ME 

Retired Community Policing Sergeant John 
O’Connor talks to Trevor Laffan, Cork City 
Branch, about what influenced and attracted him 
to join the Gardaí, and says he’s been asked this 
question hundreds of times during his service, 
but he never knew how to answer it!

JOHN O’CONNOR
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John O’Connor pictured on the 
day of his Passing Out Parade, 

alongside his brother, two sisters his 
parents and his grandfather.  



JOHN O’CONNOR
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and my wife Gillian, were checking 
in to The Sheen Falls Hotel, when 
we met Eamon Leahy and his wife. 
Eamon had served in Mallow in the 
1970’s and we knew each other so 
we sat down for a pint. He recalled a 
famous investigation he was involved 
in back in 1979. It began when my 
bike was stolen from outside the 
disco hall one night in Mallow.  

MY MODE OF TRAVEL 
I lived on a farm about a mile outside 
the town and the bike was my mode 
of travel so my world caved in when 
it was gone. Eamon was on duty the 
night I called in to the Garda Station 
to report it.  
 I was never in a Garda Station 
before, but I must have made an 
impression because nearly 40 years 
later, Eamon still remembered it. 
Apparently, I called in every day 
for a month or more checking the 
progress of the investigation. 
Having spent 30 odd years in the 

job, I now realise that those lads 
must have been fed up with me. 
They must have been in dread every 
time they saw me arriving at the 
station. I knew every member of 
the station party by then and they 
definitely knew me.  
 I felt I was part of their team, so I 
continued with my own investigation 
on the side. One day I got a break 
in the case when a classmate told 
me the name of the culprit. He also 
told me the bike was in a yard in 

Ballydeheen, near my grandparent’s 
house on the other side of the town. 
I went straight to the station with 
this breaking news and met Eamon 
to update him on the current status 
of my investigation.  
 He wanted me to point out the 
suspect’s house, so I suddenly found 
myself in the back of a patrol car, 
traveling down the main street 
of Mallow. I remember sitting in 
the back and looking at the broad 
shoulders of the guys in front of me 
and listening to the garbled talk on 
the radio. I couldn’t make head nor 
tail of it, but it was exciting stuff. We 
were on the trail of a master criminal 
and my heart was pounding with 
excitement.  

THE IMPENDING RAID  
They weren’t using the flashing blue 
lights or siren, but I figured that was 
only because they didn’t want to 
alert the gang of the impending raid. 
I pointed out the scene and then 

disappointment set in.  
 We weren’t going to surround 
the property, kick in doors and shout 
at people to hit the floor. Instead we 
turned on our heels and returned to 
the station. Eamon explained that 
he would have to get a warrant to 
search the yard.  
 They recovered some property, 
but my bike was never found but as 
a consolation, Eamon brought me to 
a shed at the back of the station and 
offered me a battered old thing. It 

had a nice leather saddle which was 
its only redeeming feature but at 
least I was back on the road.  
 Eamon told me then that he 
knew I would become a Garda one 
day and he was right of course. A 
few years later at the age of 19, I 
was marching through the gates 
of Templemore. So, I had to wait 
until I retired and a chance meeting 
with Eamon, to discover the other 
influence on my decision to become 
a member of An Garda Siochana. 

(PS: Some members of Mallow 
Station at that time were Garda 
Eamon Leahy, Garda Noel Tuohy, 
D/Garda Finny Donoghue, Garda 
John Kerin, Garda Eamon Gordon, 
Sergeants Frank McDermott and 
Frank Scanlon – they were all 
legends to me. They were highly 
regarded and well respected. They 
were kind to me, and I will never 
forget them for that). 

Peter Hynes, grandfather of John 
O’Connor.

John O’Connor is a former 
Community Policing Sergeant 
in Cork City. He retired in 2016. 
Trevor Laffan is also a former 
Garda Sergeant and retired in 
2015. 
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Our rowing club consisted of five local men and four 
serving Gardaí (now Limerick City Branch members) 

that included Michael Marrinan, Charlie Brennan, Ben 
O’Sullivan and myself. 

 
 
 

     
  

   

             

Our sole opposition on the River Barrow that day was a 
Garda Senior Eight Crew from the Garda Boat Club in 
Dublin. We were quite a medley crew with a mixture of all 
kinds of everything. No two of us were the same height 
or weight and we varied in ages from 19 to 34 years. 
Nevertheless, we stuck at the training and in 1970 St 
Michael’s Club established a great senior eight rowing crew. 
 The boat we rowed in was a cast-off purchased from 
the Garda Boat Club in Dublin.  With race on, from the off 
we got a great start and it was ‘tit for tat’ throughout the 
course. We kept up the pace and won the race by a length.  
 Ecstasy and joy followed our victory with memories 
lasting a lifetime. To beat any Garda eight was a great feat 
as they were regarded as among the best in Europe. St 
Michael’s Rowing Club went that year on to win 11 senior 
trophies. 

ALL AND WELL  
Now 50 years on, all members of St Michael’s crew and cox 
are alive and well. Is that a record?  The St Michael’s Senior 
Eight who beat the Garda Senior Eight in Carlow that day 
took a repeat photograph on the 40th Anniversary of their 
great triumph – with members seated in the same positions. 

 Our victory on the River Barrow was a great achievement 
for Limerick rowing and the wonderful memories of the 
occasion live on. St Michael’s Rowing Club has gone from 
strength to strength.  Three of my grandsons are rowing, 
one already a gold medallist for international rowing. 

Next page please….

A PAGE FROM MY LIFE 
AT RIVER BARROW 

REGATTA! 
One of eight crew members of the senior team from St Michael’s Rowing Club in Limerick,  
Michael Murphy, Limerick City Branch, fondly recalls the 1970 regatta on the River Barrow 
in Carlow when his team recorded a memorable victory over the Garda Boat Club in Dublin. 

Members of the Garda Senior Eight Crew 1970 (l-r): Liam 
Redmond (Cox), Tom Walshe (Stroke), Pat Morgan, Peter 
Fitzgerald, Jerry O’Neill, Donal Ward, Liam Clavin, Mick Travers 
and Malachy Mulligan (Bow). 

St Michael’s Rowing Club Senior Eight Crew 1970 (l-r): Charlie 
Brennan (GSRMA), Pat Cunneen, Michael Moore (Cox), 
Michael Murphy (GSRMA), Ben O’ Sullivan (GSRMA). Back 
(l-r): John Walsh, Michael Marrinan (GSRMA), Ray Egan, Joe 
Farrell, Ted Phayer (Captain) and Tom Tobin (President). 

On the 40th Anniversary of St Michael’s great triumph over 
Garda Boat Club, this photograph was taken with team 
members seated in the same positions. 
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THE LAST WITNESS TO 
A TERRIBLE TRAGEDY 

The 15 October 1970 was a poignant day for two families in Baltinglass Co. Wicklow, when 
both sides lost two loved ones through an unforeseen and unimaginable misadventure. 
This year is the 50th Anniversary of the tragedy. Apart from family members, John Mullins, 
Wexford Branch, says he is apparently the last official witness to this incident.  

I  recently travelled to the Baltinglass Fire Station where 
I discovered a plaque erected in the name of Patrick 

Doody, Fire Chief in 1970, who is the true hero of this 
story. The plaque is inscribed ‘PATRICK DOODY - DIED 
15th OCT 1970 – GREATER LOVE NO MAN HATH THAN 
THIS THAN A MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS’. 
 On the morning of 15 October 1970, I had a meeting 
with the fire chief Patrick Doody to discuss a fire that had 
happened about six weeks previously, and Paddy was to 
give me an update of his investigations. 
 We met at the Garda Station at about 11am and were 
standing on the steps at the entrance talking when Joe 
Byrne (mentioned in citation) came running down the hill 
in a very agitated state, shouting that Peter Doyle, who 
was blasting a well-shaft, had collapsed at the bottom of 
the shaft and they needed a rope to get to him as it was 
over 40 feet deep. 
 I picked up both grappling irons and ropes in the 
station store and followed on. I was the only Garda on 
duty in Baltinglass Garda Station that morning. I told our 
Superintendent, Peter McGing, what had happened. He 
told me to go ahead with the rope and he would call 
assistance. 
 Doyle’s dwelling house was about one kilometre from 
the Garda Station on the Rathvilly Road at Clough, just 
south of the junction with the Castledermot Road.  I 
arrived within four minutes of Fire Chief Paddy Doody 
and when I reached the well-shaft, there were two elderly 
neighbours there with Joe Byrne, who was in his sixties.   

FROM WELL-SHAFT TO HOSPITAL 
I could see Paddy Doody and Peter Doyle at the bottom of 
the well-shaft. Paddy was leaning over Peter trying to lift 
him. Paddy looked up at me and I dropped the rope down 
securing the grappling hook to the top of the shaft. I saw 
Paddy look up as he took hold of the rope and he turned 
very red in the face and tried to speak and then collapsed 

on top of Peter Doyle.    
 I entered the shaft and climbed down the line. I saw 
that Paddy had fallen on top of the rope. I tried to lift him. 

LOOK BACK 

The plaque in Baltinglass Fire Station erected in the name 
of Patrick Doody, Fire Chief in 1970. 
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I moved him a little and was pulling 
the rope from under him when I got 
the awful toxic smell of fumes and I 
felt dizzy.   
 I next found myself on top of the 
shaft again. I have no recollection 
of climbing out. I felt very ill and 
dizzy, but I recovered quickly. I 
saw Dr Patrick Lord, the local GP, 
who was present along with Supt 
Peter McGing and Garda Con Hayes. 
Dr Lord had a cylinder of oxygen. I 
put on the oxygen mask and tied a 
rope around my waist and re-entered 
the shaft. 
 A ladder was lowered down the 
shaft. As I reached the bottom of the 
ladder, I noted that the hose from 
the oxygen cylinder had detached 
and while trying to re-attach it, I 
was overcome. I was in and out of 
consciousness and eventually I found 
myself fully revived in Baltinglass 
Hospital.    
 I was told by Dr Lord that when 
I became unconscious on the ladder 
and got tangled in the rope and my 
left hip was dislocated as my leg was 
trapped by the ladder.  Dr Lord was 
actually able to put my hip back in 
place on the spot, but I was black and 

blue for about two months.   
 The warm weather conditions 
on the day contributed to the 
retention of the noxious gasses in 
the well-shaft.  At the inquest, a 
department inspector stated that if 
the weather had been windy or fresh 
the fumes would have been blown 
away. Newspaper reporters came 
to visit Joe Byrne and myself, our 
photographs were taken in hospital, 
and the national press carried our 
photos the following day. 

MARKING TRAGIC EVENT 
In Fethard, Co. Tipperary the next 
morning, my beloved mother was on 
her daily trip to the paper shop to get 
her copy of the Daily Press. She was 
passing White’s Garage in the Main 
Street just past the Garda Station 
when John White, the proprietor, 
approached her looking very grave 
and extended his hand to her saying 
‘Mrs Mullins, I am very sorry for your 
trouble’.  
 He had the paper in his hand and 
had actually misread the headline 
and thought that I had died in the 
incident. My mother nearly died on 
the spot and Sgt Healy who was 
coming out of the station saw her 
and brought her into the station and 
rang Baltinglass Station. 
 The other victim of the noxious 
gas down in that well-shaft was 
Peter Doyle, aged 19 years. His 
parents and sisters suffered greatly 
and his father never recovered 
from the responsibility he felt. A 
local committee was formed to mark 
this tragic event and subsequently Joe 
Byrne and I were presented with 
commemorative watches to mark the 
event.   
 I also received a citation from 
Comairle Na Mire Gaile, the issuing 
Authority for Certificates of Bravery 
which I still have. This document is 
written in the traditional officialese 
style and does nothing to convey the 
horror and tragedy of this occurrence 
and the subsequent psychological 
damage and deep grief that was to 
follow in the wake of the incident for 
both families and others involved. 

UNIQUE WATCH INSCRIBED 
That watch travelled with me to 
the Cavan/Monaghan Division and 
back to Bunclody over the next 33 
years. Early in this New Year, I 
was searching in my attic for an 
item and in an old cabinet drawer, 
I rediscovered this unique watch and 
on the back is etched the date and 
my name. The date is, of course, 15 
October 1970. The realisation that 
so much time had passed so quickly 
stunned me for some minutes as I sat 
holding the link to the memory.  
 As I look back over the half 
century to the tragedy, I realise that 
life is a mystery to a large extent 
and we can only truly survive it by 
going with the flow and having 
the gratitude as we awaken each 
morning to face a new day.  
 Heroism of this sacrificial nature 
is a rare and beautiful spontaneous 
and inspirational act of courage. 
Those who knew Patrick Doody will 
remember and recognise that he 
lived those true qualities of courage, 
honesty, leadership and integrity 
every day in his life. I am glad that 
I am alive today to be able to give 
my testimony to his sacrifice for the 
present generation and his immediate 
family.   
 I think it was Rose Kennedy who 
said ‘Time Heals All Wounds’ that is 
very true and thankfully the memory 
remains alive to inspire us to stand 
against the rampant fear created by 
the Covid-19 pandemic currently 
spreading around the world.  

 

LOOK BACK 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
John Mullins is a native of Fethard, 
Co. Tipperary. A member of the 
Wexford Branch of the GSRMA, 
he joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1967. On Easter Monday 31 
March 1970, he married Anne, his 
wife of 50 years. He was stationed 
in Ballon, Baltinglass, Cavan/
Monaghan Division and Bunclody. 
He retired in 2004 after 37 years’ 
service. 

The photograph shows four 
generations of brave firemen in 
the Doody family – a wonderful 
achievement and tradition in their 
family. 



Sadly, Det/Sgt Charlie Gaffney 
(12612) died in 2011 and I hope 

to highlight his career as a member 
of An Garda Siochana, in particular 
as a dedicated fingerprint expert. 
His son, Cathal founded Brown Bag 
Films in 1994 which was the same 
year his beloved Leitrim won the 
Connaught Football Final. Brown 
Bag Films was nominated for Best 
Animated Short Film in the 2002 
Oscars for ‘Give Up Yer Aul Sins’. 
 Charlie was a native of Gowel, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, in lovely 
County Leitrim, where the late 

author John McGahern and son 
of Sergeant Frank McGahern also 
resided. Charlie joined An Garda 
Síochána in May 1955, along with 
219 other ‘raw recruits’, and that 
year is remembered as having a very 
hot summer.   
 He retired in 1988 and sadly 
died in Dublin in 2011 in his 80th 
year. He had a quiet unassuming 

disposition and became one of the 
best-known fingerprint experts in An 
Garda Síochána. He was responsible 
for compiling a dossier of the Henry 
System of fingerprinting, which 
saved the Government hundreds and 
thousands of pounds, as previously 
members had to attend Scotland 
Yard to become proficient in same.  
 In the March 1999 edition of 

FINGERPRINT EXPERT 
AT THE FRONTLINE 

OF POLICING 
Since the formation 
of An Garda Siochana 
in 1922 many fine 
upright and intelligent 
members have joined 
our organisation, 
according to Noel 
Hynes, Naas Branch. 
Here he highlights 
the career of the late 
Detective Sergeant 
Charlie Gaffney, who 
was responsible for 
solving 21 murders 
during his career as 
a member of the 
Fingerprint Section in 
Garda Headquarters.  

FINGERPRINT EXPERT 

60  Síocháin 



FINGERPRINT EXPERT 

Síocháin   61

Síocháin, Tim Doyle, ex-Kerry senior footballer, author 
and well-known member of An Garda Síochána, profiled 
Charlie under the heading ‘A Detective Who Left His 
Mark’.  
 In his glowing tributes, he stated: “To herald the 
oncoming millennium and in tribute to past colleagues, 
it gives me great pleasure to honour one member, whose 
zeal, persistence and flair made him in my opinion our 
greatest ever fingerprint expert – a man, whose eagle eye 
and steady hands, have become the best known in our 
organisation”.   

SALUTING ‘A PERFECTIONIST’ 
Tim also made reference in his article that between 
1970 and 1988 – the year Charlie retired – when armed 
robbers, subversives, drug barons and murderers stalked 
our land, some of our most famous detectives rose to the 
challenge and will feature when an accurate history of 
that period is written.  
 In concluding his article Tim Doyle stated: “Today I 
salute one, a perfectionist who appeared in communities 
when fear, terror and chaos threatened and used his 
expertise to restore peace and harmony”.    
 I concur with the sentiments expressed by Tim, hence 
this article regarding one who deserves no less and who, 
at the drop of a hat could quote Hamilton’s Quaternion 

Multiplication verbatim, which will be a focal point in this 
article. Perhaps only those of you who managed to get 
an ‘A’ in your Leaving Cert could do likewise.      
 I referred that Charlie adopted the Henry System of 
Fingerprint Identification, thereby resulting in a financial 
saving for the Government by subsequently conducting 
fingerprint courses for members of various Detective 
Units of An Garda Síochána during his career.  
 This Henry System of Fingerprint Identification was 
the brainchild of Sir Edward Henry (1850-1831) who 
developed the system between 1896 and 1925 and 
received worldwide recognition in 1899. 
 Due to his success, in 1901 he was appointed 
Assistant Commissioner in Scotland Yard establishing the 
first UK fingerprint bureau. He was later to be appointed 
as Metropolitan Police Commissioner from 1903 to 1918. 
 The Henry Classification System allows for logical 
categorisation of ten print records into primary groupings 
based on fingerprint pattern types. This system reduces 
the effort necessary to search large numbers of 

Prof Louis Scharf from Colorado University, pictured 
with Charlie Gaffney in 1997, says he never forgot his 
encounter with this retired Garda Detective who studied 
and remembered Hamilton’s Quaternion equation 50 
years after his school days in Leitrim. 

Sir Edward Henry (1850-1831), who developed the 
Henry System of Fingerprint Identification, received 
worldwide recognition in 1899, and two years later he 
was appointed Assistant Commissioner in Scotland Yard, 
establishing the first UK Fingerprint Bureau. 
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fingerprint records by classifying 
fingerprints according to gross 
physiological characteristics and was 
developed to facilitate orderly storage 
and faster search of fingerprint cards, 
called ten print cards. 
 It is interesting to note that Henry 
was regarded as one of the great 
Commissioners and was responsible 
for bringing the Metropolitan Police 
into the modern day and away 
from the class-ridden Victorian era.  
However, as Commissioner he lost 
touch with his men as others before 
him had also done. Sir Edward Henry 
was born in London to Irish parents 
and survived an assassination attempt 
in November 1912 at his home in 
Kensington.  He died in February 
1931 of a heart attack, aged 80.  

ADVANCED TRAINING AT SCOTLAND 
YARD  
Charlie Gaffney was sent to Scotland 
Yard to undergo an advanced course 
in Fingerprinting and became an 
expert in Henry’s system and exactly 
80 years later, he died in his 80th 
year.   

 When Charlie Gaffney retired 
in 1988, he was employed in the 
National Museum in Dublin.  One 
day in 1997, Prof Louis Scharf from 
Colorado University visited him. This 
Professor had travelled to this country 
searching for the bridge made 
famous for William Rowan Hamilton’s 
Quaternion Multiplication and after 
two fruitless days of searching under 
numerous bridges on the Liffey and 
Grand Canal, he failed to find the 
bridge.  
 Having explained his reason for 
calling, to a young employee in the 
Museum, he was directed to Charlie 
stating “Mr Gaffney is a gentleman 
who knows Dublin and its history”.  
 Here is what this eminent 
mathematician wrote to Charlie some 
weeks later – ‘I shall never forget my 
question to you – Sir, I am looking 
for a thing here in Dublin which 
is evidently very hard to find.  It is 
the bridge where William Rowan 
Hamilton …… You interrupted me 
and said: “It’s the William Rowan 
Hamilton Bridge, formerly the 
Broome Bridge in Cabra, where Sir 

William Rowan Hamilton in a flash 
of genius discovered his equation 
for quaternion multiplication: 
i2=j2=k2=ijk=-1’.   Professor Scharf 
was flabbergasted – so are all of us 
Charlie! 
 Louis Scharf was indeed a very 
grateful American tourist who 
never forgot his encounter with 
an Irishman and a retired Garda 
Síochána Detective who studied and 
remembered Hamilton’s Quaternion 
equation 50 years after his school 
days in Leitrim.  Scarf’s story 
concerning his meeting with Charlie 
has been recited many times since 
in the hallowed halls of Colorado 
University.  

ON A PAR WITH EINSTEIN 
Charlie, you are indeed a genius on 
a par with Einstein (who died the 
year you joined An Garda Síochána) 
and Leonardo da Vinci, although a 
Mathematician, was more famous for 
his painting of the Mona Lisa.  
 Indeed, it could be argued that 
your famous son Cathal followed in 
Leonardo’s footsteps as he too drew 

Sir William Rowan Hamilton – the Irish worldwide celebrated mathematician (1805-1865) who discovered his equation 
for quaternion multiplication in 1843. 
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on the walls of his room the same as Leonardo did back in 
1473, but Leonardo was never nominated for an Oscar! 
So, take a bow Ann and Charlie for nurturing Cathal’s 
artistic brilliance.  
 On Monday 16 October 1843, William Rowan 
Hamilton, an Irish worldwide celebrated mathematician 
(1805-1865), was on his way to the Royal Irish Academy 
where he was going to preside at a council meeting.  
 As he walked along the towpath of the Royal Canal 
with his wife, the concepts behind quaternions were 
taking shape in his mind. Suddenly in a flash of genius, 
the answer dawned on him and he immediately flicked 
out his penknife and scratched the formula on the stone 
at Broom Bridge there and then.  
 Unfortunately, no tracing of these carvings can be 
seen today, but a stone plague does commemorate the 
discovery. This plaque was unveiled by the Taoiseach 
Eamonn de Valera on 13 November 1958, he too being a 
mathematician and indeed Charlie Gaffney was probably 
present for the occasion as he was based in Cabra Garda 
Station at the time.   
 Since 1989, NUI Maynooth has organised a pilgrimage 
from Dunsink Observatory to the Bridge, started by 
Professor Emeritus Anthony O’Farrell and now continued 
by Prof Fiacre O’Cairdre, both mathematicians themselves.  
 The Central Bank of Ireland issued a commemorative 
coin in Hamilton’s honour in 2005 to celebrate the 200th 
Anniversary of his birth. He died on 2 September 1865 
following a severe attack of gout precipitated by excessive 
drinking and overeating. He is buried in Mount Jerome 
Cemetery in Dublin.  
 It can be categorically stated that Charlie Gaffney, 
although a fingerprint expert, was also endowed with 
innovative instincts which came to the fore back in 
the early 1960s when he was one of the founding 
members of the Garda Recreation Club and became 
its first treasurer. This year is the 56th anniversary of its 
foundation.  
 In 1964, the Committee purchased 9-10 Harrington 
Street for the princely sum of £7,000, which were the 
proceeds from running ballroom dancing sessions in 
Kevin St Garda Station, where many members ‘met their 
Waterloo’ including myself. This is a great success story 
and on a par with St Raphael’s Garda Credit Union, who 
also celebrates their 56th Anniversary this year.   

MANY STRINGS TO HIS BOW 
Charlie had many strings to his bow – the cryptic 
crossword in the ‘Irish Independent’ being one.  His day 
would not be complete until he had solved it and that 
was long before Google came on the scene!   
 He enjoyed a game of Pitch & Putt with his fellow 

Leitrim man, Pat Bohan and a visit to the Canteen in the 
Depot was seen as a fitting end to the week, where he 
could engage nostalgically with other retired members. 
As an ardent GAA follower, it is easy to envisage his 
double joy in 1994 when his native County of Leitrim won 
the Senior Connaught Football final and his son Cathal 
founded Brown Bag Films, who would in due course 
achieve an Oscar nomination amongst many other awards 
– he was in seventh heaven no doubt.    
 His wife, Ann, son Cathal, daughters Grainne, Leanne 
and Shaunagh (who followed Charlie’s footsteps in joining 
An Garda Síochána and is stationed in Clondalkin in the 
DMR) and his grandchildren, Sarah, Sam, Ross, Gina and 
Fia, can indeed be proud of one great human being who 
was a credit to An Garda Síochána and one who certainly 
left his mark.  
 Many men and women are born with various 
remarkable qualities and talents, but occasionally, in a way 
that transcends nature, a single person is endowed by 
heaven with beauty, grace and talent in such abundance 
that leaves other men behind.  Such a man was Charlie 
Gaffney.   
 In conclusion, I will quote from Shakespeare’s Othello 
as a fitting tribute to an unsung Garda hero – “I have 
done the state some service; they know’t”.   
 A Retired Member of An Garda Síochána and a 
member of the GSRMA Naas Branch, Noel Hynes hails 
from Kilworth, Co. Cork and joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1955. He was stationed in Birr, Thurles, Store St., 
Dublin Castle, Killarney and Harcourt Sq.  Noel was also a 
Founding Member of St. Raphael’s Garda Credit Union in 
1964. He retired gracefully in 1987.  
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The stone plaque on Broome Bridge in Cabra where 
William Rowan Hamilton discovered his famous equation 
in 1843. 
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DIRTY DANCING – 
GALWAY STYLE!

Younger readers will, I am sure, 
scratch their heads in amazements 

at the power enjoyed by Catholic 
Bishops and wonder why we let them.  
      For 20 years between 1952 and 
1972 three powerful bishops reigned 
in this country – Bishop Lucey of Cork, 
Bishop McQuaid of Dublin and Bishop 
Browne of Galway.

 

In 1968, one of the country’s most 
conservative and feared bishops of this 
time, Dr Michael Browne of Galway, 
finally gave way on one of his dancing 
strictures. The Bishop decided to lift a 
31-year-old Saturday night dancing ban 
in his diocese as the lesser of two evils – 
and come into line with the rest of the 
country.
 The Bishop had ruled that 
dancehalls and ballrooms should 
remain closed on Saturday nights 
because it might interfere with religious 

observance on Sundays. Dr Browne, 
who was consecrated in 1937, had 
decided that this might result in 
teenagers frequenting bars in his 
diocese, which had a population of 
56,000. He would now allow opening 
for the 20 dancehalls in his diocese, 
which stretched from Galway City to 
Ennistymon in North Clare.
 However, the Bishop had made 
one condition, that all dancehalls 
and hotel ballrooms be closed at 12 
midnight. The purpose of this rule by 
the Bishop was to enable the Catholic 
people to observe the Eucharistic Fast 
and to receive Holy Communion on 
Sunday morning. The Eucharistic Fast 
then began at midnight and to stay 
up late at dances on Saturday nights 
especially if it became a habit, would 
prevent many people from receiving 
Communion on Sunday morning

BISHOP 
BROWNE’S 
STATEMENT
In a statement, 
Dr Browne 
said: “Recently 
there has been 
important changes 
in the law of 
Eucharistic Fast 
and the hours 
of Sunday Mass 
which has led 
me to reconsider 
the necessity of 
this rule. The 
Eucharistic Fast 
had been reduced 

to one hour before Communion, so 
that very many people now receive 
at the last masses. On many Sundays 
there are also evening masses”.
 The Bishop added: “Further it 
has been represented to me that the 
absence of dancing on Saturday nights 
has resulted in many young people 
frequenting public houses who would 
otherwise prefer to avail of dancing. 
This is particularly true during the 
summer months when there are so 
many visitors in the diocese”.
 The Bishop’s statement concluded: 
“I have therefore decided to withdraw 
the diocesan rule against dancing on 
Saturday nights, but I request most 
earnestly that dances should cease at 
midnight, and I ask dance-halls and 
hotel proprietors to observe the closing 
hours strictly and by the hours is meant 
12 o’clock midnight new time”.
 A dance-hall owner said: “We 
agree with Dr Browne’s decision and 
the reason behind it. The ban was 
not in keeping with the spirit of the 
times. There is also the point that as 
Galway was, what I believe to be, the 
last diocese with this ban, this led to 
teenagers travelling long distances to 
dances and perhaps drinking”.

In 1968 the Bishop of Galway removed the ban on Saturday 
night dancing after 31 years, and Matt Cosgrave, Dublin 
North Branch, is sure the story which hit the headlines at the 
time will bring back many memories for older readers who 
remember those ‘Cinderella’ days when dances had ended at 
midnight on Saturdays.
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Dr Michael Browne of Galway finally gave 
way in 1968.

Seapoint Ballroom in Galway opened in July 1949 – the ballroom 
on the upper level could accommodate up to 2,000 dancers 
while the restaurant on the ground floor could cater for up to 
350 diners.
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The summit of Galtymore, also known as Cnoc Mór 
na nGaibhlte (Big Hill of the Galtees), is the highest 

inland peak in Ireland and offers spectacular panoramic 
views of the fertile Golden Vale and deep, shimmering 
lakes. Adding to this rich tapestry, tales of mythological 
heroes and ancient folklore abound, and even includes 
one of St. Patrick himself, triumphing over a local serpent. 
 A memorial to another legendary figure can be 
found nearby, honouring an extraordinary athlete who 
sprouted from this enchanted land. Measuring 6’5” with 
a commanding presence to match, Ned Tobin cast a big 
shadow throughout his life.  
 Edmund ‘Ned’ Tobin was born on 23 November 1911 
at Rehill, Ballylooby, County Tipperary. His parents, David 
Tobin and Alice Tobin (née Clifford) raised seven children 
on their rural farm situated about 10 km down the road 
from Cahir.  
 In his youth, Ned attended Burncourt National School 
and developed strong muscles with his daily routine of 
farming chores on the property. The physically demanding 
work would serve him well on the playing field – 
especially contests that involved tossing heavy objects. 

 Additionally, Tobin benefitted from a pool of 
homegrown talent from whom to learn and draw 
inspiration. At the turn of the 19th century, sports in 
Ireland had become an increasingly proud expression of 
national identity, adding momentum to the push for Irish 
Home Rule.  

GOLDEN ERA OF ATHLETICS  
Many of the world’s best athletes, such as Peter 
O’Connor, Tom Kiely and the Davin brothers (whose 
oldest sibling Maurice co-founded the GAA) were all 
key figures in a period hailed as the ‘Golden Era of Irish 
Athletics’.  
 It’s worth noting that Irish-born sportsmen owned the 

NED TOBIN 
 THE GIANT OF THE 

GALTEES 
Measuring 6’5” with a 
commanding presence to match, 
Ned Tobin cast a big shadow 
throughout his life. Enjoying a 
remarkable career that included 
several Irish and world records in 
throwing events along with 37 
national titles, he accomplished 
all of this while working full time 
in An Gardai Síochána, writes 
Christopher Warner. 
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majority of throwing and jumping 
world records and collected the 
most Olympic titles during this era. 
The elite group also included the 
famous “Irish Whales” - emigrants 
who not only competed for America 
but became members of the NYPD. 
As the story goes, hulking men with 
names like Ryan, McGrath, Flanagan, 
and McDonald not only possessed 
herculean strength but could swallow 
restaurants whole - hence the 
nickname. 
 The late 1920s would usher 
in the next wave of top-quality 
Irish throwers, headed by Dr. Pat 
O’Callaghan. The Cork physician 
won the hammer toss at the 1928 
Olympics in Amsterdam, becoming 
the first gold medallist to stand for 
the Tricolour during the Games. 
 He then defended his crown 
four years later in Los Angeles. 
Meanwhile, a lanky newcomer from 
Ballylooby steadily made his name 
known in county and provincial 
circles. The young Tipperarian joined 
the Force in 1933, embarking on 
a career path ideally suited for his 
talents.  
 Since its inception, An Garda 
Síochána routinely encouraged its 
members to actively participate in 
a wide range of sports as a means 
of keeping the body and mind fit. 
Competing in blue and white colours 
also helped foster discipline, sacrifice 
and dedication – essential values that 
solidified a commitment to both the 
Gardaí and the public they served.  

NATIONAL TITLES AND WORLD 
RECORDS  
In 1934 at Fermoy, Tobin captured 
his first national titles by winning the 
discus, and the 56-pound weight 
throws for distance and height. This 
set a pattern for the next decade, 
winning the same trifecta while 
frequently re-writing the records 
books.  
 He also added Irish championships 

in the Shot Putt, 120-yard Hurdles, 
and the All-Around – a gruelling, ten 
event trial similar to the decathlon. 
Without question, his mastery of the 
weight is where he shined brightest. 
The combination of tall, sturdy limbs 
and well-honed technique enabled 
him to maintain a stranglehold on 
these disciplines that even ‘Dr Pat’ 
could not muster.  
 Tobin set his first world record 
in 1935 at Cashel with a heave of 
28’ 3” for distance, and two years 
later, topped 15’4” with an over-
the-bar all-time best. No longer a 
supporting player, “the policeman 
from Ballylooby” had become the 
main attraction.  
 A story published in the ‘Sunday 
Independent’ hailed the country’s 
newest conquering hero: ‘This sport 
is for giants only, and Tobin is no 
exception, standing 6 feet five inches. 
With this leverage in his favour, he 
may justly be termed the King of the 
‘56 and a monarch who will be hard 
to dethrone’. His superiors at Garda 

Headquarters, however, feted royalty 
a bit differently. After missing work 
due to a competition, the ‘Sultan 
of Sling’ was admonished for his 
absence - fame is a fickle mistress 
indeed.  
 For the uninitiated, the ‘56 
involves a lead ball or block attached 
to a short chain and handle. It is 
either launched for distance or must 
clear a bar held up by two vertical 
standards. Unlike the hammer throw, 
in which participants use two hands, 
the bloated hunk of metal must be 
released one-handed and from a 
standing position ‘without follow’. 

‘DE FACTO’ TEST OF STRENGTH 
If the sport of hurling best represents 
the essence of Irishry, then suffice to 
say heaving a hefty weight is the ‘de 
facto’ test of strength on the Emerald 
Isle. Historians believe the contests 
first appeared at the Tailteann 
Games, going back possibly as far as 
1500 BC. 
 The date is significant and 

The Monument to Ned Tobin in Ballylooby, Co. Tipperary 

NED TOBIN 
 THE GIANT OF THE 

GALTEES 
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suggests that athletic tournaments occurred long before 
the Ancient Olympics in Greece, and it predates the arrival 
of the Celts to Ireland. 
 Aonach Tailteann served to celebrate Queen Tailté, the 
wife of King Eochaidh Mac Erc, the last Firbolg monarch 
of Erinn. Traditionally held throughout the first week 
of August, the fair was attended by kings, chieftains, 
and nobles to fulfil three primary functions: honour 
the illustrious dead, promulgate new laws, and provide 
entertainment for the people.  
 The festivals, held regularly until the Norman Invasion, 
featured stone-throwing challenges among a slate of 
activities that included singing, dancing, foot racing, 
wrestling, archery, and chariot racing. 
 It’s worth noting that many of these events gradually 
made their way to Scotland and were adopted into the 
Highland Games. Although variations of the sport still 
exist elsewhere, such as the 35-pound toss (20 pounds 
for women) in North America, Ireland remains the only 
country to include the 56-pounder as part of its national 
championships.  
 Tobin prioritised this antiquated pastime throughout 
his lengthy career in An Garda Síochána whilst serving 
at Ballina, Galway, Oughterard, Garristown and Garda 
Headquarters as if upholding a sacred pledge to keep 
the torch lit. He also happened to be damn good at it. 
In 1943, the elite performer established two new world 
records on the same day at Ballina with marks of 29’ 1” 
for distance and over-the-bar at 15’ 5”. They remained 
career bests and complemented his Irish discus record of 
152’ 6 1/2”.   

ILL-TIMED BAD LUCK 
Despite all his success, the champ experienced a deluge 
of ill-timed bad luck, too. A political dispute with the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) involving Northern 
Ireland resulted in the Republic of Ireland’s team being 
banned from the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.   
 Although tossing the weight was no longer included 
in the quadrennial spectacle, Tobin certainly had the 
credentials to factor in either the discus or decathlon. 
World War Two later nullified the Games of 1940 and 
1944, robbing him again of competing on a global stage 
during his prime. 
 Perhaps even more cruelly, he had been a mere babe 
in the woods when the Tailteann Games were briefly 
revived at Croke Park in Dublin. 
 In February 1950, Tobin was promoted to Sergeant-
in-Charge of the Recruit Training Section at Garda 
Headquarters in the Phoenix Park. He would make a 

lasting impression over the years on scores of young men 
who came under his watchful eye.  
 One of those charges, retired Sergeant Pat Murphy, 
remembers his first encounter with the renowned athlete 
in 1955 at the Phoenix Park. Murphy said recently “He 
would gather all the lads down at the Depot and have us 
throw the 56-pound weight”.  
 The practice served as Tobin’s unofficial selection 
process to see who might have the right stuff to compete 
on the athletics team. Murphy, a large man originally from 
Glenbeigh, County Kerry, is a former inter-county GAA 
football standout and played briefly for the Garda team. 
However, he quickly learned that casting the heavy metal 
proved much harder than it looked. “That weight was a 
beast” added Murphy. 

RETIREMENT FROM THE SPORTING ARENA
Tobin continued to excel on a national level deep into his 
40s before finally retiring from the sporting arena. By this 
time, he and his wife Mary had become the parents of 
two boys, David and Eamon. He retired from An Garda 
Síochána in 1974 following a brief spell in the Garda 
Training Centre in Templemore which opened in 1964 
with Recruit Training being transferred from the Garda 
Depot in the Phoenix Park.  
 Having retired on 1 December 1974, following 41 
years of exemplary service, Edmund ‘Ned’ Tobin [Reg. 
No. 8302] then developed a keen interest in golf and the 
tireless sportsman served as a trustee of the Newlands 
Golf Club.
 On 16 February 1987, aged 75, Tobin passed away at 
his home in Dublin. He is interred at St Fintan’s Cemetery, 
the final resting place of other notable Irish figures such as 
rock star Phil Lynott, former Taoiseach Charles J. Haughey, 
and broadcaster Gay Byrne. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
Christopher Warner is 
an American actor and 
freelance writer. His articles 
have appeared in several 
magazines and websites 
across multiple genres, 
including Military History 
Matters, Portland Monthly, 
Fly Past, WWII Quarterly, 
Aviation History, and Irish America. He currently 
resides in County Kerry with his wife, Maureen, and 
their brood of cats.  
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The First World War had just ended. Tim was joined 
at his school desk by the latest pupil, John, and the 

friendship began. While both lived in the same townland 
and could see each other’s homesteads, the distance 
by road was long for children of their age. Tim used a 
mountain path as a shortcut to school before meeting 
up with John at the Bog Road. The Bog Road was built 
during the famine like many more. 
 It served no great purpose as it only ended at a lake 
created by cut away bog and some designated turf banks 
in the commonage. The famine would be remembered by 
some lucky enough to have survived it.  
 Local folklore, which still lingers to this day, would also 
have enlightened the boys. No school book ever described 
the famine as well as the contemporaneous reports of the 
misery compiled by the local police and available in the 
Famine Museum in Wexford.  The 1901 and 1911 census 
show how little education the general population got 
especially the male section.   
 One morning, John arrived at the meeting point with 

a story to tell. He had discovered a holly sapling growing 
at the entrance to their home. A seed had landed via a 
previous gale and took root in the most barren terrain. 
John’s father had advised him to leave it alone and watch 
it grow. The wonder of the tree occupied their school 
day. Tim could not resist going to see it on his way home 
much to the panic of his mother at his delayed return. 
 Life was harsh, money was scarce. Poorly paid casual 
farm work was the source of income for many. Some 
people were lucky to get work with English people that 
made their homes locally on retirement. John’s parents 
had come to live in the area. His father’s health was 
always a cause for concern. His mother was the main 
bread winner along with running the home.  
 The home was a two-roomed stone building with a 
loft used for sleeping accessed by a ladder. One spring 
well was 200 yards away in the grounds of a well to do 
retired persons. The second well was about 400 yards 
away in the commonage. John came to school excited to 
say he was now sleeping in the loft along with his two 

Two ordinary school pals who were together for 
only a short time – life was not easy for either but 
they survived and both always wondered about 
the other.  

A true story of two ordinary school pals who were together for only a short time. Life 
was not easy but they survived and both always wondered about the other, and like 
many others, they made the most of their plight – one became a very rich man while 
the other was comfortable with his family in Ireland. 
By Patrick McCarthy, Dublin North Branch 
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slightly older sisters.  
 In his innocence he had not 
realised his father had no longer the 
energy to climb the ladder. His poor 
mother had to help the children onto 
the loft, look after a sick husband and 
work for an income. 
 A few years later, Tim and John 
went home for the Christmas break 
with childhood excitement. It was 
their last meeting. John’s father 
passed to his eternal reward just 
before Christmas with all their 
neighbours of all religious persuasions 
doing their best to help. 
 John never returned to school. 
His mother sold the humble abode 
and piece of land and availed of 
the assisted fare to Australia. It was 
a brave move for the widow to 
take. It took everyone by surprise. 
Some retired English people that 
she worked for may have advised 
and helped her as Australia was an 
unknown destination locally. Great 
Britain and the USA took droves from 
the parish.  

 The poor lady or her children had 
no ties locally. Tim never passed the 
holly tree without blessing himself 
and saying a prayer for John’s father.  
He always wondered what became 
of this family. The house disappeared 
but the holly tree remained as it 
battled the elements for survival. It 
never produced a berry. Over the 
years some locals joined the English 
forces and some died in the World 
Wars. 
 The postman was busy on pension 
day delivering cheques marked 
‘Majesty’s Service’. Tim wondered had 
he wound up in an army. He never 
forgot John. His family wondered did 
such a person really exist or was it a 
bit of folklore.  
 Tim left school at a very young 
age and started working. He was not 
afraid of work and never heard of 
finishing time. For a man that spent 
so little time in education he valued it 
for his family and read the paper from 
cover to cover right up to the end of 
his days. 

 The days turned into years and 
years into decades without any news 
of John. Then one day, a big car 
pulled up as Tim rested against a gate 
pillar. An elderly man got out of the 
passenger seat stood up and said 
‘Tim’, ‘Yes’ came the reply as both 
gazed at each other. 
 Three quarters of a century, John 
had the advantage as Tim could not 
place the stranger. John had made 
enquiries in the townland of his birth 
and had found out Tim was still alive 
at a different townland. After a quick 
introduction to the family both were 
on their way to the holly tree.  
 John figured it would be a tall 
tree by now but none filled the bill. 
Tim showed him ‘the holly tree’ 
which still struggled to survive. There 
was no trace of the homestead but 
Tim pointed to a grassy knoll on the 
commonage which once was used as 
a vegetable garden with a turf stack.  
 Tim’s original house and those 
of his neighbours now lay hidden 
behind a shelter belt of exotic trees 

Tim never passed the holly tree 
without blessing himself and saying 

a prayer for John’s father.   
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grown from seed from the trees 
that adorned homes of the wealthy 
retirees. John got his bearings when 
several things were pointed out to 
him including the wells from where 
their mother dragged buckets of 
water. John’s granddaughter stood in 
amazement as she had also doubted 
her grandfather’s version of the holly 
tree. 
 The journey to the old school 
house was full of stories and 
updates.  He saw a holiday home 
complete with porch and sun lounge 
containing the stones and floor 
flagstones of John’s original home. 
The occupants could look out into 
bay and countryside in comfort 
regardless of weather.  
 The once busy forge was now 
closed as machinery had replaced 
horse, donkey and their crossbreeds. 
Many new houses dotted the 
countryside while many had 
disappeared.  More well-fed animals 
were now being strip fed. The school 
had not changed over a century and 
a half since it was first built.  
 As they looked in the windows 

it was easy to figure out where 
they once sat. A quick visit to the 
church next door where they all once 
worshipped, led onto the graveyard 
at the head of the peninsula where 
John’s father lay in an unmarked 
grave. Tim was too young to be at 
the funeral. Tim could only point 
to the formation of stones where 
surnames were buried by townland.   
 Some neighbour may have 
allowed him to be buried with them 
but more than likely be buried by 
surname in one of the plots. Those 
people had no surviving relatives.  
John’s granddaughter was observing 
everything. People have many 
acquaintances but very few friends 
and she wondered aloud how two 
people could resume where they left 
off over three quarters of a century 
earlier. 
 John then updated Tim on his 
life. Australia had been good to 
the family. His mother got work 
and insisted her children stayed in 
school. The children looked after 
each other.  His sisters excelled in the 
education system and got very good 

employment. John wanted to work 
but his mother insisted he stay in 
school until the legal age. When he 
started working, he realised he was 
better educated and equipped than 
his peers. 
 He was quick to spot openings 
and, in a short few years, he had 
changed from employee to employer, 
ably assisted by his wife. He 
volunteered several times to take his 
mother back to Ireland and visit her 
husband’s grave. Her standard reply 
‘he was a good man and I will see 
him when I go above’.  
 His two sisters said they had 
everything and why should they wish 
to go back even for a visit. Perhaps 
they were more aware of the family 
plight of their childhood than the 
younger John. Life moved on and he 
got busier at business.   
 He always wanted to go back 
and others encouraged him to go on 
his own. Life was good for him and 
his family. None of his children or 
his grandchildren had any interest in 
taking over his business empire. He 
kept postponing retirement in case of 

John made enquiries in the 
townland of his birth and found 

out Tim was still alive at a different 
townland. 
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any change of mind by his extended family. 
 Then his wife had a health diagnosis that changed 
everything. He instantly decided to divest himself of his 
empire and devote himself to the care of his wife with 
the same devotion his mother had shown his father. The 
only difference was that money or the provision of proper 
medical care was not a problem. She lived on for years 
longer than expected due to medical advances.  
 They got to know 
each other really well 
and she regretted not 
going to Ireland with 
him. She feared his 
memory of home which 
neither his mother nor 
sisters ever displayed. 
He also imparted the 
story to his children and 
grandchildren. On the 
death of his wife, he was 
alone with his thoughts 
and nothing to occupy his 
time.  
 His youngest 
granddaughter – a high-
flying business executive, 
the apple of his eye – 
noticed his plight. Finance 
was not a problem for 
either. She decided they 
would both visit Europe 
including the townland 
of his birth and check out 
the holly tree as the story 
always inspired her. She 
was the beneficiary of a 
life of privilege because 
of the wisdom of a 
hardworking widow. 
 Both men spoke of the 
changes they observed 
in their lifetime and how 
lucky they had been on 
opposite sides of the world 
especially in their choice 
of wives. Tim never left 
his native parish with his 
children in Ireland.  
 John was an Australian 
with his family in Australia. 
Neither had forgotten 
the school pal. As they 
parted on that autumn 
day in the winter of their 
lives in the hope rather 
than expectation of seeing 

another spring and summer, John turned to Tim and said 
‘it will not be as long the next time, as my mother said, 
we will meet above’.   
 The holly tree still struggles on against the odds and 
no way could John’s father have foretold its influence or 
two little boys starting school. Several people walk in and 
out of people’s lives but real friends leave their footprints 
on the heart. 
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UNLEARNED  
During his early years Thomas J. Coen, Roscommon Branch, recalls that while his family was 
not poor or under privileged and just about the same as the next family, there were times 
when they did experience cash-flow problems. When opportunities for enterprise presented 
themselves, he was trained to exploit them. 

Such an opportunity came one year 
when the heavy rains of autumn 

came a bit early, and the bogs were 
saturated.  The bog was wet, but the 
turf lying in the bog was dry. The bog 
was too wet to venture into with a 
horse and cart. 
 All through the summer, old Ned 
Staunton used to drive right into the 
bog with his horse and trap. Now 
the clouds were black and the water 
seemed to rise up to the surface. Mr 
Staunton, as he liked to be called, 
had witnessed me carting out our 
turf from an adjoining turf bank with 
our ass and cart. Now we had an 
adequate fuel supply for the winter 
safely at home. 
 If a youth, and a not particularly 
bright youth could do this, then he 
himself would have no difficulty 
doing it. An approach was made over 
my head to my father to lend our 
ass and cart to our neighbour Ned 
Staunton. But my suggestion that I 
would be available to assist fell on 
deaf ears. 
 Reluctantly, I yoked up the ass 
to the cart and I delivered it to Mr 
Staunton. No soft chat would soften 
him in his resolve to do the job 
himself. I drew his attention to a 
bag of grass that I left in the cart to 
feed the ass during break-time. I also 
pointed out that the ass could not 
or would not eat with the bit in his 
mouth. 
 ‘Look sonny’, he said rather 
crossly, ‘I have been handling horses 
for the past 60 years. The ass is the 
same as the horse, only he is not as 
intelligent’. 
 I waited around until he was 
ready to drive off. I got an impression 

that he felt it was undignified for a 
gentleman to be seen driving off in 
an ass and cart. It was a warm day, 
but he had a coat pulled up around 
his neck and a hat with the brim 
pulled down over his ears. 
 The ass seemed to perceive that 
he was being driven by someone 
unlearned in the trade and so he 
went into low gear along the way to 
the bog. Left to his own devices the 
ass would move up at least two gears 
on the way home. 
 The ordeal of having to drive this 
stupid beast along the public road, 
weighed heavily on Mr Staunton 
and the embarrassment of meeting 
Fr Walsh who lowered the window 
of his car and made some smart 
comment.  

 Later he was forced to stop and 
pull in on the grass margin while 
Jack Lyons drove his herd of over 100 
Friesians. With all of these incidents, 
Mr Staunton felt like a mug of tea so 
he decided to unyoke and have a bit 
of a dinner. Although he despised the 
miserable ass, he took the bridle off 
him and let him nibble at the bag of 
grass. 
 Having smoked his pipe, Mr 
Staunton felt a bit better so he 
decided to make a start at the work. 
The only item of harness that he 
removed off the ass was the bridle, 
but when he endeavoured to replace 
this, the damned creature made 
a terrible fuss. It reared up on its 
hind legs, and then it let off a most 
alarming squeal. A few of the local 
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peasants who were working beside him offered to help, 
but he waved them off.   
 As a compromise he removed the bit and just used a 
halter. This means gave him little control over the animal’s 
movements. He could pull the creature to one side and 
it would turn its head but continue on in the opposite 
direction. The solution Mr Staunton found was to lean his 
body against the ass’s head to dissuade it from going to 
place not required.  
 However, whenever Mr Staunton relaxed, as one is 
entitled to do when working alone on one’s own property, 
the stupid ass spitefully slinked into soft ground where 
his legs sunk down in the soft cool bog. There it stood 
contentedly and with what seemed like a half smile on its 
long face.   
 Since the wheels of the cart were also down to 
the axel, the body of the cart was on a level with the 
surrounding ground. To extricate the mess, it was 
necessary to throw out the entire load of turf and 
manually push the cart backwards for the ass was 
motionless.  
 The ass had to be encouraged to get out of its 
comfortable position in the cool wet bog. Finally, the turf 
had to be refilled into the cart after the wretched ass had 
been yoked again. This performance was repeated at least 
three times in the course of the day. 
 It was a tired and somewhat disillusioned Mr Staunton 
who headed for home. He dropped off the ass and cart at 
our house and he did mention that if I were not too busy, 
I might help him in filling the cart the next day. I took the 
ass and cart to the bog next day and Mr Staunton rode on 
ahead on his bicycle. 
 We made great strides in the bog and the turf came 

out in great style. At lunch time, I took the bit out of the 
assess mouth to allow him to eat of the bag of grass. I 
was well aware of the ass’s objection to taking the bit 
in its mouth, and I had taken an old pincers along in my 
pocket. By catching the asses lower lip in the handle of 
the pincers the feel of the cold steel caused the ass to 
submit instantly. 
 As we were travelling along with the first load after 
dinner, Mr Staunton casually mentioned that I had got the 
bit in the ass’s mouth, and asked how it was done. 
 ‘Easy’, I said and I took out the old pincers out of 
my pocket and I said once he feels the touch of steel he 
submits. ‘Damned good, I never would have thought of it’ 
he replied. 
 He then began to treat me with a little more respect, 
I thought. He had been dealing with horses for at least 
60 years. He used to ride horses with a saddle.  He had 
ridden in a few of the local races but he was a bit too 
heavy for racing. He had trained a horse once that came 
second at the Curragh races. When he was out west in 
America, he had trained wild horses that had never seen a 
human. 
 I listened to all of this and I was pretending to be 
greatly impressed, but a horseman who could not put 
the bridle on our old ass, did not really impress me. My 
education had gone far and away beyond simple facts. In 
a hard and ruthless world, one had to be resourceful, and 
so I played along with Mr Staunton.   
 We gathered up every last sod of his turf in the bog, 
even the wet ones. We piled these along on the top of 
the neat clamp. Just as he was about to mount his bicycle, 
Mr Staunton stood and produced his brown leather 
wallet. He fingered out a new crisp note and handed it 
me. I felt sure that would do wonders for my cash-flow.  
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MANY TRAVEL 
ADVENTURES THANKS 

TO A GREEK DOG! 

At the kitchen table was my nephew, Sean. It was 
obvious that he was very preoccupied on his laptop 

computer and had little time for small talk. Trying to 
make conversation, I enquired what he was doing. 
Without lifting his head from the screen, he replied, ‘I 
am making arrangements to go to Greece to look after 
a dog’. I was obviously intrigued and I asked him to 
elaborate further. 
 It turned out that he was on an internet site where 
young people put up their personal profile and offered to 
go and work in other people’s homes, farms, businesses 
in just about every country on the globe.  
 Sean explained to me that one simply lists jobs 
that they are competent at doing, such as painting, 
gardening, housekeeping, child minding, or in his case, 
looking after animals. The deal is that you are given free 
accommodation and meals in exchange for working on 
average four to five hours a day, five days a week with no 
cash payment.  

 The rest of the time you are free to explore the area 
in which you are based and absorb yourself in the local 
culture in a way you would never achieve by staying in a 
hotel or having a city break. 
 I was immediately sold on the idea and within 
minutes, I too joined up on this work away online site. 
Only hours later, I had a reply, an offer of work in North 
Italy. Three days later, 30 kilometres outside the city 
of Turin, I was on my knees fitting paving stones at a 
beautiful rustic country chateau, with the snow-capped 
Alpine mountains as my view in the distance. 

DOWNTOWN FROM WORK 
In my downtime from work each afternoon, I cycled 
through forests and Italian villages and in the evening, 
drank wine outside on a terrace in front of a fire fuelled 
with timber. 
 By pure chance, that following weekend when I had 
free time, there was a local annual festival taking place 

During one particular visit 
to his brother’s house 
in Westport Co. Mayo 
in 2016, Cyril Meehan, 
Donegal North, says that 
an intriguing conversation 
with his nephew Sean 
about his upcoming dog-
minding trip to Greece 
was the catalyst that set 
Cyril himself on the road 
to many memorable and 
fascinating travels around 
the globe upon his 
retirement. 
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called the Battle of the Oranges. The 
English lady ‘Joy’ whom I worked 
for gave me the background on one 
of the oldest carnivals in the world, 
which dates back to medieval times.  
 Legend has it that back in the 
day, a local tyrant ruler and landlord, 
William II of Montferrat, had a 
number of unusual advantages 
to the position of power he held. 
Apparently, before any of his peasant 
women workers were to be married, 
he was entitled, the night before the 
wedding, to have his wicked way 
with the bride, if you get my drift?  
 Anyway, one particular peasant 
woman was not to be messed with 
as in the bedroom she cut off the 
tyrant’s head and threw it out onto 
the street, much to the delight of the 
town’s people who have celebrated 
the event in style to this very day. 
 I decided that I must go to this 
carnival. When I arrived at the 
beautiful old roman town of Ivrea, I 
was drawn to the noise emanating 

from 9 massive marquee tents, 
each I discovered was filled with 
men drinking and eating, each 
group had different distinctive 
ceremonial military dress. They were 
in preparation for the battle to follow, 
as no army marches or fights on an 
empty stomach! 
 The streets were filled with 
hundreds of crates of oranges, 
500,000kgs to be exact, along a 
designated route, the results of a 
yearly excessive crop production in 
the locality, I understand.  

FROM TOURIST TO PARTICIPANT  
I managed to get a spare uniform 
from one of the groups and now 
I was no longer a tourist, I was a 
participant.  In summary, later that 
afternoon, all organised hell broke 
loose as nine large horse-drawn 
carriages raced through the streets, 
running the gauntlet, with men 
on top in the distinctive uniform 
and wearing a much-needed face 

covering helmet.  
 The battle began as the various 
groups lined each side of the street 
belting the enemy carriages with as 
many oranges as they could possibly 
throw before the carriage escaped. 
The crew in the carriages furiously 
defended themselves and accurately 
threw oranges back at their 
aggressors. 
 I cannot tell you, the animal 
instinct satisfaction you feel in 
nailing one of those guys on the 
chariots with an orange when it hits 

that target. It was 
serious fun, but very 
dangerous as millions 
of orange missiles 
came at you from all 
directions, some hitting 
you in the face, the 
orange juice burning 
your eyes.  
 I spent two weeks 
working in Italy 
and returned home 
completely sold on the 
idea of further travel 
adventures. Two weeks 
later, I was in my car 
and took a ferry to 
France.  
 During the following 
two months, I worked, 
travelled and had more 
crazy adventures all 
over France, Germany, 
Bavaria, Belgium, 
Holland, Sweden, and 
Norway. I did all sorts 
of work, plastering, 
decking, painting and 
gardening, but I must 
confess, I never got to 
take care of a Greek 
dog! The ‘Battle of the Oranges’ – one of the oldest carnivals in the world – dates back to Medieval 

times.
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Cyril Meehan is a member of 
the Donegal North Branch of 
the GSRMA. He retired as a 
Detective Sergeant in 2013 
and since then has written two 
very successful books, The Ideal 
Guard and In Dark Blue. Now 
living in Lithuania, he continues 
his adventures, travelling to every 
country in Europe. 
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� 041 98 329 27         
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� ThomasByrneAuctioneer
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Established in 1973, one of Drogheda’s longest established estate agents. 
With an emphasis on a friendly, confidential and dedicated service with 
local knowledge second to none. 

Encompassing the entire north east of Ireland Counties- Louth, Meath, 
Fingal, Cavan and Monaghan.
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3 x Ford Focus 
*Brendan Colton, (Retired member) Ennis, Co Clare 
*Louise Keane, Clonee, Dublin 15 
*Eamonn Carthy, (Retired member) Ballincollig, Co Cork 

3 x Hyundai Kona 
*Stephen Tierney, Mountjoy Garda Station, Dublin 
*William O Callaghan, (Retired member) Newbridge, Co Kildare 
*Patrick & Shirley Fennelly, (Retired member) Thurles, Co 
Tipperary

10 x €10,000 
*Dean O Sullivan, Henry Street Garda Station, Limerick 
*Aidan Gill, Belmullet Garda Station, Co Mayo 
*Mrs Nora Naughton, (Family member) Rathkeale, Co Limerick 
*Michael & Antoinet Kennedy, (Retired member) Tralee, Co 
Kerry 
*No 5: Name withheld at members request 
*Darren Suffin, Bishopstown Garda Station, Cork 
*Timothy O’Donovan, Fermoy Garda Station, Co Cork 
*Denis & Kathleen Naughton, (Retired member) Mullingar, Co 
Westmeath 
*Cian O Boyle, Mill Street Garda Station, Galway 
*Patrick Burke, (Retired member) Abbeyleix, Co Laois 

10 x €5,000 
*Paul Jordan, Glasnevin, Dublin 11 
*Gary Murray, Ennistymon Garda Station, Co Clare 
*Annmarie Kelleher, Macroom Garda Station, Co Cork 
*Michael Travers, (Retired member) Tallaght, Dublin 24 
*William M Walsh, Galway Garda Station, Co Galway 
*Brid & Thomas Calvey, (Family member) Tubbercurry, Co Sligo 
*Siobhan Cahill, (Family member) Ballina, Co Mayo 
*Ruth Kiernan, (Family member) Duleek, Co. Meath 
*Emma Kelly, Finglas Garda Station, Dublin 
*Philip & Marian Carroll, (Retired member) Wicklow

10 x €2,000
*James Behan, Roxboro Road Garda Station, Limerick 
*Owen & Jacinta O Mahony, (Retired member) Clonakilty, Co 
Cork 
*Karen Higgins, Castlebar Garda Station, Co Mayo 
*Sean Kelly, Ennistymon Garda Station, Co Clare 
*Mrs Aedamar O Neill, (Family member) Tralee, Co Kerry 
*Salena & Kieran Brolly, (Family member) Lifford, Co Donegal 
*Nicholas Duane, Finglas West, Dublin 
*Sylvester Patrick Hipwell, Enniscorthy Garda Station, Co 
Wexford 

*Padraic O Malley, Kill, Co Kildare 
*Joanne Read, (Family member) Kells, Co Meath 

10 x €1,000
*Hugh & Anne Collins, (Retired member) Fermoy, Co Cork 
*Pat Doody, (Retired member) Cahersiveen, Co Kerry 
*Michael Hynes, Midleton Garda Station, Co Cork 
*Margaret Hartnett, (Family member) Hospital, Co Limerick 
*James Connaughton, (Retired member) Waterford, Co 
Waterford 
*Darren Mc Carville, Baltinglass Garda Station, Co Wicklow 
*Thomas & Pauline Casey, (Retired member) Castlebar, Co Mayo 
*Mary Murphy, (Family member) Fenit, Co Kerry 
*Paddy Galligan, Coothill Garda Station, Co Cavan 
*Mark Richardson, Rathcoole, Co Dublin 

JULY 2020 DRAW WINNERS
Hyundai Kona 
*John Casey, Enfield Garda Station, Co. Meath 

5 x €1,000
*John Nicholson, (Retired member), Ballisodare, Co. 
Sligo 
*Laura Quinlan, Anglesea St. Garda Station, Cork 
*Raphael Liston, Mayfield Garda Station, Cork 
*James Muldowney, Birdhill, Co. Tipperary 
*Niall Butler, (Family Member), Fenagh, Co. Leitrim 

WINNER OF FORD KUGA – NOVEMBER 
2019 DRAW  
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THE LUCK OF THE DRAW  

ST PAUL’S GARDA CREDIT 
UNION 2020 SUMMER 
DRAW WINNERS 

Michael and Mary Burke, Headford Road, Galway collected 
their brand new 202 Registered Ford Kuga recently. They 
won the Ford Kuga in St Paul’s Draw in November 2019 
and decided to wait for the new 2020 model Kuga, which 
was delayed due to the coronavirus shutdown. They are 
pictured with Conor Kirwan, St. Paul’s Chairman, who 
demonstrates good social distancing! 



COLLABORATE. INNOVATE.

Achieve.
Abbott off ers you enormous opportunities to achieve your career and personal best. 
Through our diverse work in diagnostics, medical devices, nutritionals and branded 
generic medicines, you can have a life-changing impact on the world.

Discover the career of a lifetime. Learn more at abbott.com/careers.

Connect with us:
An equal opportunity employer (EOE Minorities/Females/Protected Veterans/
Disabled), Abbott welcomes and encourages diversity in our workforce.

Our business in Donegal Town is a world leader in the manufacture of revolutionary 
diabetes management devices, and we're growing our team. We're currently looking 
for a Technical Leader, Process Team Leaders and Engineers to become part of our 
global community of dedicated employees. 
Are you ready to build a career with a purpose while helping change lives?  



GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 

FANCY TAKING A 
BREAK WEST OF THE 

SHANNON?
With September’s outing to the City of the Tribes now deferred until November and the 
ever-popular trip to Ennistymon in Co. Clare scheduled to take place next January, Marie 
Roche, GSRMA Central Committee and Naas Branch, says that all future events will depend 
on HSE guidance, adding that the Covid-19 situation will be closely monitored. 

Síocháin   85

NOVEMBER BREAK IN GALWAY 
With our planned September outing to Galway now 
deferred until November, starting on 8 November the 
four-night break at the Ardilaun Hotel includes dinner, 
B&B, evening entertainment, full use of leisure facilities in 
this beautiful four-star family run hotel.  
 There will also be a cookery demonstration and other 
activities to keep everyone occupied. The hotel is situated 
near the city and within walking distance to the amenities 
of Salthill for those who like to walk near the sea.  
 Pick-up from and back to the train station is included, 
if possible, and we will also include a day tour, depending 
on the social distancing rules etc. 
 The cost of this break is €300 per person sharing 
while a single room cost is €400. As single rooms are 
limited, they are on a strictly first come basis. 

 We hopefully look forward to welcoming everyone 
on our outing to Galway in November, we have heavy 
bookings for this trip so if you wish to travel please put 
your name on our list and nearer the time to travel, 
we will know if it is safe to do so and contact you with 
further details.  

JANUARY IN ENNISTYMON 
Our ever-popular January outing in 2021 takes us 
back once again to the fantastic four-star Falls Hotel in 
Ennistymon, Co. Clare for a four-night break, starting on 
24 January including dinner, B&B, evening entertainment, 
the full use of the leisure centre and lots more. 
 Our Annual Talent Competition will take place again 
with fantastic prizes for winners and runners-up. We will 
also have a day trip and our Annual Mass to remember 

Ardilaun Hotel, Galway
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Achieve.
Abbott off ers you enormous opportunities to achieve your career and personal best. 
Through our diverse work in diagnostics, medical devices, nutritionals and branded 
generic medicines, you can have a life-changing impact on the world.

Discover the career of a lifetime. Learn more at abbott.com/careers.
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An equal opportunity employer (EOE Minorities/Females/Protected Veterans/
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global community of dedicated employees. 
Are you ready to build a career with a purpose while helping change lives?  



MMG Contracts Ltd, with diverse expertise, knowledge 
and skills provide high quality building services 
including construction, fit out, civil projects and 
facilities management.

�   02879 659376 / 0044  7710 420265

�   info@mmgcontracts.com

Get In Touch
Website
clgprogress.ie
office@clgprogress.ie
Address
15 Ravenswood Road, 
Clonsilla, Dublin 15,
 Ireland
Tel
+353 1 533 1740
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Cleaning

Professional, Affordable General 
Construction Services 
at Affordable Pricing
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Liam Burns & Co
Accountants and Tax Advisers

A game-changer 
for those who 
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transparent fees and 
top-class service.
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ACCOUNTS
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MANAGEMENT 
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BOOK-KEEPING

CLIENT TRAINING

COMPANY 
SECRETARIAL 

SERCVIES

We can provide affordable, flexible and 
quality professional services. The quality is 
guaranteed by direct involvement of qualified 
individuals that your business requires.

97 Malahide Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3, Ireland. D03 X2P6
Phone: (01)5677380  |  Email: liam@liamburnsandco.ie   |  Web: www.liamburnsandco.ie

Contact us



deceased members – next year we will be always 
conscious of those affected by the corona virus. 
 We have an amazing deal for this four-day trip at 
a cost of only €225 per person sharing and single 
room supplement is only €5 per night extra. This is an 
unbelievable deal for this superb hotel. Please book early, 
especially for single rooms. 
 Bookings: To book either of our upcoming trips please 
contact Marie Roche on 086-0854654, Frank Fitzpatrick 
on 086-6080679 or Michael O’Riordan on 086-8177985.  

AND ON ANOTHER NOTE….COVID-19 

It has been a very hard time for everyone over the 
past few months and from the phone calls I have 
been receiving I am very aware that our members 
who participate in the social outings are missing the 
camaraderie and fun of our trips. 
 As you are aware it has been a year of huge changes 
in all of our lives and it is extremely hard to plan ahead 
but we always must have hope and look forward to better 
days. So many of our events have been cancelled for the 
spring and early summer but we will continue to plan 
ahead.  

 Our future events will depend on HSE guidance and 
we will be closely monitoring the Covid-19 situation. The 
health and safety of our members is always our priority. In 
the meantime, stay safe and stay well!  

GSRMA SOCIAL OUTINGS 
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SKYLON HOTEL SPECIAL RATE 
The McEniff Hotel Group is offering a very special 
offer for GSRMA members at their four-star Dublin 
Skylon Hotel with a room only rate of €65 per night. 
The hotel is easily accessible from the city centre and 
on the main bus route.  
 This offer must be booked directly with the hotel 
and remember to quote ‘GSRMA’ when booking to 
avail of the special offer. To book please call Marion 
on 071-9842888. 



GSRMA Pen

ORDER FORM FOR GSRMA MEMORABILIA

Name: 

Address:

Reg No.:
Tel. No.:

P&P outside the Republic of Ireland - please request rate from GSRMA House.                                      TOTAL:  

GSRMA ID Wallets (€23)          Quantity: Cuff Links/Tie Bar/Lapel Pin set (€25) Quantity:
A4 Leather Zip Folder (€45)         Quantity: GSRMA Pen (€4)                                                  Quantity:
GSRMA Scarf (€9.50)          Quantity: GSRMA Tie (€9.50)                                 Quantity:

ID 
wallet

Leather 
Folder

Cufflinks/
Tie Bar

Please cross cheques and postal orders and make them payable to GSRMA.
Orders should be posted to GSRMA Supplies, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8.

GSRMA 
Scarf

GSRMA 
Tie

New
 Products 

Available
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APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

GGaarrddaa  SSííoocchháánnaa  RReettiirreedd  MMeemmbbeerrss’’  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ((GGSSRRMMAA))  
GSRMA House , 5 Harrington Street, Dublin 8 
 
Phone 01-4781525, e-mail: info@gardaretired.com 
Website www.gardaretired.com 
 

 
APPLICATION FORM - MEMBERSHIP OF THE GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 

I,.................................................................... of (address)............................................................................................................. 

wish to become a member of the Garda Síochána Retired Members’ Association.   

I wish to be attached to ……………………………………..      Branch. 

I agree to monthly deductions of €6.00 in respect of my Membership as authorised hereunder. 
I understand that this sum also includes quarterly issue of our magazine Síocháin. 
Enclosed is a photograph for a Membership Card (optional). 
 
(a) Rank: ....................................................... Reg. No: ................................................................... 
 
(b) Date of Retirement: ................................. Date of Spouse’s Death (where appropriate):............................................... 
 
(c) Pension Number (if relevant):     …………………………….……. 
 
(d) Telephone Number: ................................. Mobile Tel No:............................................................................. 
 
(e) Email address ………………………………………….…Year of Birth ……..……………………  
 
Signed: .......................................................... Date: ............................................................................................ 
 
How have you decided to join GSRMA? 

o Presentation at Pre- Retirement Course 
o Request from Local Branch 
o Síocháin Magazine 
o Our Website 
o Others: …………………………………………………………….. 

 
 

GARDA PENSIONS PAYROLL DEDUCTION AUTHORISATION FORM 
 
Organisation Name:   GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
To:     ACCOUNTANT, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
I hereby agree to have my contributions to the above named organisation deducted each month from my salary. Such contributions will be paid to 
the above named organisation on my behalf. I also agree that deductions shall continue to be made unless otherwise notified by the above named 
organisation and that the rate of deductions may be changed from time to time by the above named organisation. I recognise that, beyond making 
remittance to the organisation concerned equivalent to the amount deducted, the state accepts no further responsibility in the matter. I also recognise 
that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring that the deductions have in fact been made, rests with me. 
 
Signature:.......................................................... BLOCK CAPITALS: ............................................ 
 
Date: ................................................................. Pension Personnel No: ......................................... 

 
Purpose:                                                                                          N= NEW  
                                                                                                        C= CHANGE      
                                                                                                        S= STOP 
Organisation Code:      

Garda Registered No:     

Amount per Pay Period:                                                              . 
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GARDA SÍOCHÁNA RETIRED MEMBERS’ ASSOCIATION 
HISTORY AND OBJECTIVES 

 
The Association was formed in 1961, when the question of Parity of Pensions was the big issue. Basic Pay 
Parity was achieved in the early 1980’s. On the 1st January 2002 the name of the Association was changed to its 
present title. 
The objectives of the Association are 

(a) to make representations to improve the social and economic status of members; 
(b) liaise with other associations and societies for this purpose 

 

The Association has representatives in St. Paul’s Garda Medical Aid Society, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund, 
Garda Welfare Committees and Federation of National Pensioners’ Associations. 
 
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP: 

a) Support of the GSRMA & Alliance of Retired Public Servants (Associations). 
b) Free Quarterly issue of the Síocháin magazine. 
c) Access to the Members’ Only Area of the Garda Retired Website (www.gardaretired.com). 
d) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Tax Advisor – First Consultation FREE. 
e) Access to & assistance from GSRMA Social Welfare Advisor – First Consultation FREE. 
f) Access to Association members’ deals nationwide. NEW! GRA DISCOUNT SCHEME ACCESS 
g) Access to GSRMA Personal Accident Policy. NEW! 
h) Access to GSRMA Trips nationwide and abroad – Special rates for members.   
i) Regular E-Newsletter with details of deals and discounts exclusive to GSRMA Members. 
j) GSRMA Summer & Christmas Cash Draws  
k) Hampers and prizes in the E-Newsletter Draws. 
l) Web Users Draw each quarter. 
m) Assistance from GSRMA General Secretary and Local Branch Sec at all times. 
n) Participation at Local Branch Meetings and Events 
o) Annual Christmas lunches, events and functions at Branch level 
p) Group E-Mail & Web Text Service to GSRMA Members  
q) Access to GSRMA Memorabilia Products  
r) Support and information to members and their families following bereavement. 

 
WHO MAY JOIN: 
(a) All persons receiving Garda Pensions and spouses in receipt of such pensions. 
(b) Associate membership is available at discretion of Central Committee.  
 
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
 
Garda Síochaná Retired Members Association  
GSRMA HOUSE No 5 Harrington Street 
Dublin 8        
Tel:     (01) 4781525 
E-Mail:  info@gardaretired.com 
Website: www.gardaretired.com            GGSSRRMMAA  HHoouussee  ffooll llooww  uuss  oonn  
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CONCERN 

WORKING

FOR

A WORLD WHERE 

NOBODY 

LIVES IN POVERTY, 

FEAR

OR

OPPRESSION.

CONCERN WORLDWIDE, 
52 LOWER CAMDEN ST, DUBLIN 2.  

TEL 01 4754162

FOCUS IRELAND

Head Office:
14a Eustace Street, Dublin 2

T (01) 671 2555 F (01) 679 6843

Fundraising & Events:
1 Lord Edward Court

Bride Street, Dublin 8
T (01) 475 1955 F (01) 475 1972

www.focusireland.ie

Focus Ireland's models of service provision are dictated

by the needs of our customers The Agency believes that

the quality of services delivery is equally as important

as the kind of services we provide. There are eight pri-

mary values that underpin our models of service provi-

sion both to internal and external customers:

• Respect • Safety • Accessibility • Empowerment

• Stewardship • Quality • Partnership • Integration

“everyone has a right to a place
they can call home ”

LauraLynn brand identity guidelines   8

suppOrt GraphICs
The Cloud Device

The LL Brand uses a graphic cloud device to build a unique and  

recognisable style across all applications. The device can be used to 

house an image, heading or to isolate the logo. For examples of the 

cloud device in use, see The Brand in Action Section page 10.

The Rainbow

The rainbow support graphic should only be used when there is  

a large graphic area and it doesn’t interfere with or distract from  

the brand identity.

File identifier:

sky_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

File identifier:

rainbow_Graphic.eps  

Editable file for use  

in all applications

 

sky_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

rainbow_Graphic.jpg 

For use in inhouse  

presentations

Choose LauraLynn as your charity partner: 
Make a difference

Build your brand by partnering with a unique charity

Enhanced staff morale

Tailored support from our corporate team

Engage in exciting fundraising teambuilding events

Help us make the most of 
short and precious lives

LauraLynn is Ireland’s ONLY children’s hospice. 
We provide palliative care and support to children  

with life-limiting conditions and their families.

T:  01 289 3151 
E: info@lauralynn.ie 
W: www.lauralynn.ie



MICHAEL CHRISTOPHER 
(CHRISTY) GERAGHTY 
Bawn, Nenagh,  Co. 
Tipperary 
Birthplace: Abbeyknockmoy, 
Tuam, Co.Galway 
Rank: Sergeant 
Reg. No.: 14336G 
Retired: 1994 
Died: 9 April 2020  

Christy was born on 18 May 1937 at 
Newtown, Abbeyknockmoy, Tuam, Co. 
Galway, the second oldest of six children 
to Michael and Margaret Geraghty. Christy 
has two brothers and three sisters. Tragedy 
struck the family early, when Christy’s 
younger brother John Joe passed away 
from Leukaemia at just 13 years.  
 Christy attended Newtown National 
School and the Christian Brothers 
Secondary School in Tuam. On completing 
his Leaving Certificate he worked for the 
Office of Public Works in Galway, driving 
machinery, draining rivers in the county. 
 In June 1960 he joined An Garda 
Síochána and began his training at the 
Depot, Phoenix Park. On completing his 
training he was assigned to Kildare Town 
Garda Station where he served until his 
promotion to the rank of Sergeant in 
1967. Whilst stationed in Kildare Town he 
met Anne Doyle of Myshall, Co. Carlow, 
who was working as a nurse at the 
Curragh Camp, they married in Athlone 
on 18 May 1966.  
 On promotion in 1967 Christy was 
transferred to Dolla Garda Station where 
they moved into the living quarters, where 
they lived until the late 70’s and started 
their family. Dolla was a busy station at the 
time, with two major mining operations 
in Silvermines, Magcobar and Mogul. In 
1979 the Geraghty’s built a new home at 
Bawn, Nenagh where Christy, Anne and 
family settled. In 1984 Christy took up 
duty at Nenagh Garda Station where he 
continued to serve until his retirement in 
1994. 

 Christy had a great passion for 
gardening and was formally rewarded for 
his maintenance of Dolla Garda Station 
in 1978 and 1979, with the Bord Fáilte 
National Gardening Competition Garda 
Divisional Award. Christy served on 
the board of Nenagh Credit Union for 
many years. Christy had a keen interest 
in crosswords, current affairs and was a 
lifelong pioneer. Christy never forgot his 
native County and was a proud Galway 
man; he enjoyed the great Galway v 
Tipperary GAA clashes of the late 1980s 
and early 90s.  
 Christy and Anne have five children – 
Michéal, Frank, Matt, Liam and Mairéad. 
Two of his sons followed in Christy’s 
footsteps – Matt is attached to the Garda 
College and Liam is currently the Press 
Officer attached to Garda Headquarters.  
 Christy has ten grandchildren and he 
took great interest in them. The word 
most often used to describe Christy was 
“gentleman”. He was also a devoted son, 
brother, husband, father, grandfather, 
colleague and friend. 
 Christy saw out his days at Ashlawn 
House Nursing Home, Nenagh where he 
received great care from the management 
and staff. Sadly he fell ill with Covid 19 
and passed away at University Hospital 
Limerick on 9 April 2020. Christy was 
laid to rest the following day in his native 
Abbeyknockmoy.  

May He Rest in Peace 
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ANYTHING 
IS POSSIBLE

At NUI Galway there are no limits 
– just endless possibilities. Here is 
where you learn and grow with
the brightest minds. Here is where 
you influence change and make
a real difference.

DREAM BIG.
FIND YOUR PASSION.
TAKE ON THE WORLD.
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RICHARD (DICK) BURKE 
Greenwood Estate, 
Togher, Cork. 
Birthplace: Cahir, Co. 
Tipperary. 
Rank:  Garda Sergeant. 
Reg. No.:  15415F 
Retired: 1993 
Died:  22 October 2019 

FRANCIS J. (FRANK) COLL 
Bawnboy, Co. Cavan 
Birthplace: Castlerea, Co. 
Roscommon 
Rank: Garda 
Reg. No.: 14593K 
Retired: 28 September 1997 
Died: 21 January 2020 

Dick Burke was a native of Cahir, Co. 
Tipperary.  He joined An Garda Síochána 
in November 1963 with his recruit training 
at the Phoenix Park Garda Depot and the 
new Garda Training Centre, Templemore.   
 After his passing-out parade he was 
allocated to Barrack Street Station, Cork 
where he wore out many a pair of shoes 
on the beat around Cork City.  His clerical 
skills gained him an appointment as a 
clerk in the Divisional Office, Union Quay 
Station, from where he was promoted 
Sergeant in 1973.   
 His new posting took him, his wife 
Carol and family to Kilmihil, Co. Clare 
where he spent three happy years as 
Sergeant I/C.  In 1976, he returned to 
Union Quay Garda HQ and later went as 
Duty Sergeant to Douglas Station.  
 While on duty on 18 July 1981 at the 
H-Block Hunger Strikers’ Protest outside 
the British Embassy, Ballsbridge, Dublin 
Sergeant Dick Burke was seriously injured. 
In June 1985 while stationed in Togher 
he was involved in the recovery operation 
following the Air India Disaster.  In 1989, 
he was appointed District Clerk at Togher 
Garda District HQ.   
 Dick retired from the force in 1993 and 
took up a part time position on the staff at 

St Paul’s Garda Credit Union. His brother 
John, who served as a Detective Garda in 
Cork City also followed him to St Paul’s 
Garda Credit Union on his retirement.  

During retirement years Dick fulfilled his 
lifelong dream of building a home in his 
beloved Tipperary and spent a lot of time 
there with his wife and extended family.  
He enjoyed woodwork and beekeeping 
– until he discovered he was allergic to 
bees!   
 After passing on the bees to his 
colleagues Tom Quigley and Michael 
O’Sullivan he made beehives instead. 
Colleagues will remember Dick Burke for 
his loyal and professional service to An 
Garda Síochána and to St Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union. 
 The large turn-out at Dick’s removal 
and requiem Mass was a great comfort 
to the Burke family.  The guard of honour 
showed how much he was respected by 
his colleagues. 
 Carol and the Burke family wish to 
acknowledge the many expressions of 
sympathy from friends, neighbours, 
serving and retired Garda colleagues.  

May he Rest in Peace

A native of Castlerea, Co. Roscommon, 
Frank was born in 1940.  He joined An 
Garda Síochána in January 1961 and went 
to the Depot in the Phoenix Park for his 
initial training.  
 After he passed out in June of that 
year, he was assigned to his first station 
in Kinlough, Co. Leitrim. It was while 
he was there that he met his beloved 
wife, Patricia, in the famous Ballroom 
of Romance in Glenfarne and they 
got married on his 24th birthday, 28 
September 1964.   
 He went on transfer to Corrinshigo, 
Co. Monaghan in February 1965 where 
he served until June 1967 when he 
transferred to Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan.  In 
February 1969, he became the Official 
Patrol Car Driver – a role he particularly 
enjoyed.  In June 1982, he transferred 
to Bawnboy, Co. Cavan where he was 
member-in-charge and served there until 
his retirement on 28 September 1997. 

 Frank took a great interest in the 
welfare of his colleagues, especially 
recruits ensuring they settled into 
their new roles and surroundings.  He 
was an active member of the Garda 
Representative Body (subsequently 
the Garda Representative Association) 
and served as the Cavan-Monaghan 
representative on the GRA’s Central 
Executive Committee from 1978 to 1981. 
He was highly regarded by his colleagues 
in the force for his calm and shrewd advice 
and by the people in the communities 
in which he served for his reassuring 
presence. 
 Wherever he served, he took an active 
part in the life of the local community, 
especially the GAA.  He won county 
medals with Melvin Gaels (Leitrim), 
Donaghmoyne (Monaghan) and St. 
Patrick’s Glencar (Leitrim).  He was 
goalkeeper for the Cavan-Monaghan 
Garda teams for several seasons until he 
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sustained serious injuries in a road traffic 
accident in May 1977 while on duty which 
put an end to his playing career. 
 The untimely death of his much-loved 
wife, Patricia, in 1989 came as a great 
shock to Frank and the family. Though 
diagnosed with leukaemia in December 
2009, he never let his illness get in the 
way of things and he enjoyed a great 
quality of life until very shortly before his 
death on 21 January 2020 in the Mater 
Private Hospital, Dublin. 
 Frank was a true gentleman, a man 
of great faith, a loyal colleague, a real 
community Garda and a great friend to 
many.  He is sorely missed by his sons Seán 
and Francis, his daughter-in-law Sineád, 

his cherished grand-daughter Deirbhile, his 
brothers Philip, P.J. and Vincent, his sister 
Christine and the wider family circle. 
 The family wish to thank those 
members – past and present – who 
attended Frank’s funeral or sent Mass 
cards and messages of sympathy. They 
especially want to thank the Gardaí in 
Ballyconnell for escorting the cortege 
to his removal and burial as well as 
the members of the GSRMA Cavan-
Monaghan Branch for their guards of 
honour on the evening of the removal and 
after the funeral Mass. 

Solas na bhflaitheas agus leaba i measc na 
naomh dó. 

GERARD (GERRY) BRENNAN 
Cahergal Lawn, Ballyhooly 
Road, Cork 
Birthplace:  Ennis, Co. Clare 
Rank:  Garda Sergeant 
Reg. No.: 14231L 
Died:  29 December 2019  

Although his health had failed somewhat 
for a while beforehand, Gerry passed 
away peacefully at home.  His sudden 
death on 29th December brought great 
shock to his family and friends. Gerry was 
a proud Clare man who spent almost all of 
his Garda service in Cork City.  
 Gerry joined the force on 10 February 
1960 and following training in the Garda 
Depot Phoenix Park he was allocated to 
Frenchpark, Co. Roscommon and later 
Glenamaddy, Co. Galway.  
 He moved to McCurtain Street, Cork 
City in May 1962, where he took a shine 
to a Cork City girl, Carol who was later 
to become his devoted wife for fifty-one 
years. They were blessed with three sons, 
one of whom Adrian followed in dad’s 
footsteps and is now a Garda Sergeant 
attached to Killorglin Station, County 
Kerry.  
 In November 1976, Gerry was 
promoted to Sergeant rank and served for 
18 months in Ballybofey County Donegal.  
He then returned to Cork serving in the 
following stations:  Ballynoe, Carrigtwohill, 
Watercourse Road, and McCurtain Street.   
 In November 1979 he moved to the 
newly-opened Mayfield Garda District 
HQ from where he retired in August 
1996 having completed thirty-six years of 
exemplary service. 
 He was a keen follower of all sports 

but had an abiding passion for Clare 
hurling and all things Clare. This passion 
was never more evident than in 1995 
when Clare made a breakthrough and 
won the All-Ireland Hurling Championship 
and again in 1997 and 2013.  
 In November 1967, Gerry was a 
founding member of St. Paul’s Garda 
Credit Union and was always very proud 
of the fact that he was one of the 13 
members who donated half a crown at 
the first meeting which heralded the birth 
of the Credit Union.  
 He enjoyed many social events with 
colleagues and friends and was always 
willing to sing a Clare song when the 
occasion arose. He was a keen member of 
the Cork Garda Choir in its early days and 
this also gave him great enjoyment.  
 Gerry is dearly missed by his widow 
Carol, sons Alan, Brian and Adrian, his 
daughters in law, his four grandchildren, 
his brothers, sisters and extended family.  
 Carol and family wish to thank all 
Gerry’s colleagues and friends who 
attended his funeral or sent messages 
of sympathy. The Brennan family are 
particularly grateful for the Guards of 
honour provided by St. Paul’s Credit Union 
and retired colleagues in Cork GSRMA.  

Ar dhéis Dé go raibh a anam dílis. 
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JOHN A LEONARD
Newcastle, Dublin 
Birthplace: Moycullen, Co. 
Galway 
Reg. No.: 16549B 
Rank: Sergeant 
Retired: 30 June 1999 
Died: 17 March 2020 

John was born in Moycullen, Co. Galway 
in 1942. He joined An Garda Síochána in 
1966 and served for 33 years, serving in 
Crumlin, Sundrive Road, Harcourt Terrace 
and Pearse Street.  
 He always kept in contact with his 
extended family in the west which he 
frequently visited. He was the proud 
recipient of a Scott gold medal in 1988. 
He had a great interest in education 
and studied for his degree in law and 
management and also for a diploma in 
legal studies.  
 John married his wife Maureen in 
1967. They had two daughters Lenora and 
Louise and subsequently two sons-in-law 
Tom and Kevin and eight grandchildren.   
Predeceased by his siblings Liam and 
Sheila he is survived by brothers Francis, 
Mickey,Thomas and sisters Rita and Máire. 
 He adored his eight grandchildren and 
since retirement in 1999 he enjoyed going 

abroad on family holidays, which ended 
up with all 14 in the group. Unfortunately, 
John was diagnosed with cancer in 2015, 
an illness he bore with fortitude and hope, 
keeping active until shortly before his 
death. 
 He was well regarded by all those who 
knew him, and his sense of humour, can-
do attitude and unfailing encouragement 
will be greatly missed. The family wishes 
to thank all his retired colleagues who 
visited him during his illness, also the staff 
of Tallaght and Beacon hospitals, for their 
unfailing care and support.  
 Thank you to everyone for their 
wonderful condolence messages on RIP.
ie who could not attend the funeral 
ceremonies, due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
These were greatly appreciated by the 
family.  

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis 

JOHN JENNINGS
Knocklyon, Dublin 
Birthplace: Dublin 
Rank: Detective Inspector 
Reg. No.: 17737G 
Retired: 2006 
Died: 25 December 2018 

On 25 December 2018 John Jennings died 
peacefully after a short illness surrounded 
by his loving family in the Blackrock 
Hospital. 
 John Jennings was born in 1950 and 
was the son of Garda John Jennings. His 
father passed away in 1954 leaving his 
mother to raise nine children. As the only 
son in a family of nine and living around 
the corner from Kevin Street Garda 
Station, John was destined to follow in his 
father’s footsteps. 
 John entered Templemore in July 
1970. The 50th anniversary of his class 
was remembered in the ‘Síocháin’ 
magazine in Summer 2020. John won 
the Commissioner’s Medal before being 
assigned to Donnybrook Garda Station.  
 He moved to Dun Laoghaire in 1979 
where he worked in the District Detective 
Unit. In 1986 he moved to Rathmines 
where in 1990 he was promoted to 
Sergeant. He was stationed in Stepaside 
on promotion before moving to Blackrock 
in 1993.  
 Later in 1993 John moved to Dun 

Laoghaire to take up the position of 
Detective Sergeant. He was promoted 
to Inspector in 1997 and was initially 
stationed in Bray Garda Station. In 2000 
John moved to Terenure and took up the 
role of Detective Inspector. John retired in 
2006 and went on to work in AIB for nine 
years. 
 John spent his whole service on the 
Southside of Dublin and set up home 
there too. A large GAA fan he settled in 
the shadow of Ballyboden St Enda’s GAA 
Club. John and Noreen had four children 
and he was a very proud grandfather 
when his four grandchildren later arrived. 
John was a very proud member of An 
Garda Síochána and was very proud when 
his son later joined An Garda Síochána 
making it three generations of service. 
 He is sorely missed by his family and 
his family would like to acknowledge 
the retired and serving members of An 
Garda Síochána who turned out in huge 
numbers for his funeral. 

May he Rest in Peace 
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MICHAEL McARDLE
Stradbally, Co. Laois 
Birthplace: Stradbally 
Reg. No.: 15467K 
Rank: Garda 
Retired: 1990 
Died: 5 April 2020 

Michael passed away peacefully at his 
home in Stradbally, Co. Laois on the 5th 
April 2020, surrounded by his loving 
family. He will be remembered by all who 
knew him as a softly-spoken gentleman, 
whose great passion in life was his 
family. He is survived by his wife Olive; 
daughters Rosalie, Gillian, Avril and Edel; 
sons James and Michael; his sons and 
daughters in-law; grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 
 Michael spent 34 years of his life in An 
Garda Síochána. He joined in January of 
1964 and was part of the first group of 
recruits to transfer from the Phoenix Park 
to the new training centre in Templemore 
in February of that year.  
 He went on to serve in Thomastown, 
Glenmore and Kilkenny Garda Stations 
before returning home to Laois in 1982. 
He spent the remainder of his career 
in Portlaoise Garda Station, retiring in 

January of 1998.  
 Michael always spoke with great pride 
of the comradery and friendships that 
he had enjoyed throughout his career in 
An Garda Síochána, friendships which 
endured right through to the last. He 
would be truly humbled to have seen so 
many former colleagues and members 
of the communities in which he had 
served contact his family to convey their 
sympathies and support. 
 He was also very proud of his home 
town, Stradbally, where he was born and 
raised and where he will be dearly missed 
by his relations, neighbours and friends. 
 The McArdle family would like to thank 
all of those in the Garda Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association who have conveyed 
their sympathy and support in such 
difficult times.  

May he rest in Peace.

MICHAEL O’CONNOR
Griffith Avenue, Dublin 
Birthplace: Kilmaine, County 
Mayo 
Rank: Sergeant 
Reg. No.: 10682H 
Retired Date: 17 January 
1994 
Died: 8 January 2020  

Michael (Mick) was born in Kilmaine, 
County Mayo 1934. He was the youngest 
of seven children, four boys and three 
girls.  At the age of 19 he left his beloved 
Mayo to join An Garda Síochána where 
he trained in the Phoenix Park. From his 
training at the Garda Depot his first post 
was to the Bridwell Garda Station. On 
promotion to Garda Sergeant Michael was 
posted to Pearse Street Garda Station. 
 Michael married his beloved Patricia, his 
childhood sweetheart, in 1958. They had 
five wonderful children. He was immensely 
proud of his son Maurice following in 
his footsteps when he joined the force in 
1982.  
 Family was extremely important to 
Michael and he was never happier than 
when surrounded by the whole family. 
His nine grandchildren had a very special 
place in his heart; he took great pleasure in 
watching them grow up and go to college 
and was even known to celebrate with 
them with the odd peach schnapps before 
a night out. 
 Michael was an avid GAA football 
supporter, he was chairman of the 
reformed Garda Club in 1968 which he 
was deeply proud of and very fondly 
remembered for. He became very involved 
with Westmanstown Golf Club where 
he enjoyed many years of golf which 
he passed on to his children, yet none 

managed to get the ‘Hole in 1’ he was 
delighted with. 
 The later part of Michael’s career was 
spent in GHQ.   He made many lifelong 
friends there and enjoyed the odd Friday 
tipple in the Wet Canteen. 
 After retirement Michael and Patricia’s 
first love was for travel and socialising and 
had many a great holiday abroad with 
good friends. Michael’s second passion was 
for his garden and he took great pleasure 
from it.  
 A group of friends got together to play 
cards (25s) on a Wednesday night in the 
Skylon Hotel and enjoyed the fun that 
brought. He rarely missed a Wednesday 
night playing cards. 
 He is sadly missed by his loving wife 
Patricia of 62 years, daughters Anne Marie 
and Muriel and sons Maurice, Gerry and 
Michael. The large attendance at Michael’s 
funeral was a fitting tribute to the kind of 
man he was, genuine, kind, loyal, a true 
gentleman and generous to a fault. 
 Patricia and family would like to thank 
all their friends and his colleagues both 
serving and retired for the wonderful 
support, comfort, Mass cards and many 
phone calls received throughout this 
incredibly sad time. 

May he Rest in Peace 
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SAM GAINE
Santry, Dublin 
Birthplace: Kenmare, Co. 
Kerry 
Rank: Garda 
Reg. No.: 10176Df 
Retired: 1984 
Died: 19 April 2020 

Sam Gaine was born in 1929 in Kenmare, 
Co. Kerry, the eldest of seven children 
to Catherine and Bill Gaine. When Sam 
completed primary school education there 
was no secondary school in Kenmare, so 
he helped his father on the farm. After a 
few years he got his first job as a psychiatric 
nurse in St Finian’s Psychiatric Hospital, 
Killarney. He joined the Local Defence Force 
(LDF) during WWII. 
 Sam’s uncle John Gaine was a Garda in 
Mallow and this influenced Sam. He passed 
the Garda exam and happily joined the Force 
in Nov 1952. Many a person heard the story 
of when he got the train to Dublin to join 
An Garda Síochána and was joined by fellow 
enlistee Con Cronin at Headford Junction.  
 They both stayed in the Aisling Hotel on 
the Quays and were writing their names in 
the registry when the receptionist laughed 
and remarked “I’m laughing at the two 
of you, you’re like two men from the Old 
Testament, Samuel and Cornelius!”  
 After Sam’s training at the Garda Depot 

in the Phoenix Park he was assigned to the 
Bridewell Garda Station. Sam also worked 
in Pearse Street Station, Whitehall Station 
and Dublin Castle. He carried out his duties 
conscientiously and thoroughly. He was 
described as a gentleman and later as a 
character. He retired from the force in 1984. 
 During his time in the Bridewell Sam he 
met his wife, Bridie Doody from Killarney, 
Co. Kerry. They married in 1958 and had 
four children – Mary, Bill, Sean and Samuel. 
In his free time he loved to work on his 
vegetable garden. He also loved reading, 
especially historical and religious books and 
indeed writing short stories.  During his 
retirement he also spent time helping his 
brother on the family farm.  
 Sam and Bridie spent their last year and 
a half in Clontarf Private Nursing Home and 
the staff there enjoyed his songs and stories. 
He was heartbroken when his beloved Bridie 
died eight months before him. Sam passed 
away on 19 April 2020 and both he and 
Bridie were laid to rest together in Kenmare. 

May they Rest in Peace 

Ted was born on 5 January 1953 to Mary 
and Peter Murphy in the West Cork village 
of Terelton. He was the eldest of four and 
was educated in the North Monastery, Cork 
and later in the De La Salle, Macroom.   
 Ted joined on An Garda Síochána, as 
a new recruit, in the Spring of 1972 with 
his first posting to Carrick-on-Suir, Co. 
Tipperary on 14 July 1972.  While waiting 
to be called to the Garda College in 
Templemore, Ted met Phil, his wife and best 
friend of forty six years at a dance in the 
Stardust nightclub, Cork.    
 In late 1972 he was transferred to the 
border where he spent several months in 
Buncrana, Co. Donegal. He returned to his 
initial posting in Carrick-On-Suir where he 
remained until 4 December 1979.  Ted then 
moved back to Cork City with his young 
family, where he was initially stationed in 
St Luke’s, under the mentorship of the late 
Detective Sergeant Pat Casey.  
 When St Luke’s Garda Station closed, 
Ted moved to Mayfield and spent many 
enjoyable years there. While in Mayfield, 
Ted was appointed detective and over 
the following years he was involved in 
the investigation of many serious crimes 
throughout Cork city. The highlight of 
Ted’s career was investigating the Northern 
Ireland Bank robbery. 
 Ted has been described by his colleagues 
as being “capable”, “methodical”, 
“unflappable” and “cool during heated 

discussions”.  He was regarded as a 
“great team player” and “an absolute 
gentleman”. Ted was always sociable and 
enjoyed good humour. He was well known 
to “hop the ball” but also humbly accepted 
the return volley. 
 After his time in Mayfield, he was 
stationed in McCurtain Street, Anglesea 
Street, and eventually Watercourse Road 
Station, where he finished his career in the 
Guards after 34 years of service. Ted retired 
on 22 October 2006, having loved his time 
in the force.  
 Following retirement, Ted spent 
time doing the things he most enjoyed, 
attending rugby matches, foreign travel, 
perfecting his talent as a guitar player 
and acting as a wonderful role model, 
and advocate, for his children and four 
grandsons.  
 Ted’s family feel proud of his work as a 
Detective Garda and for instilling his core 
values of honesty, integrity, and hard work 
in the family home. But the thing Ted was 
most proud of was his wonderful family, 
his wife, his three children, four grandsons, 
brother and two sisters, extended family 
members and friends.  
 Phil and the Murphy family wish to 
thank serving and retired members of 
the An Garda Síochána who attended his 
funeral or sent messages of sympathy.  . 

May he rest in Peace.

TED MURPHY
Hillfarm Avenue, 
Model Farm Road, Cork. 
Birthplace: Terelton, Co. 
Cork. 
Rank: Detective Garda 
Reg. No.: 18291E 
Retired: 22 October 2006 
Died: 21 September 2019 
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A Question of Honour – Politics and 
Policing 
By John O’Brien

“Policing is fundamentally a political 
process, even in circumstances 
where the police service as an 
institution is relatively independent 
of government and accountable to 
the law. The specific actions of ‘the 
police’ as an institution involves 
the exercise of power, relates to 
liberty and freedom, and relies upon 
authority, all of which inevitably raise 
political questions” University of 
Leicester 1998 unpublished.
 John O’Brien has been 
researching this topic for over ten 
years. The narrative covers a period 
from 1968 to 2019 and discusses 
key events. John says he was 
amazed at the degree which Political 
Decisions influenced the shape 
of policing in this country. Events 
including the Arms Crisis 1970, the 
constructive firing of Commissioners 
in three different decades, the 
Regionalisation decision 1995, 
Smithwick Tribunal 2005 – 2013, 
risk avoidance by key Ministers, 

demonstrable naivety in Intelligence 
matters and much more.
 Originally planned as a 
“straightforward” memoir, as it 
unfolded the political perspective 
dominated. Ultimately the story 
has told itself and he feels that it is 
all the more relevant in this period 
of centenary projects. Official 
Ireland has been somewhat tardy in 

recognising the contribution made to 
the State by the Garda Síochána and 
this book addresses this deficit. The 
author also hopes that it will inspire 
others to write their stories and that 
it will stimulate lively and informed 
debate.

About the author: John O’Brien 
is a Corkonian and is known on 
the national airwaves as a policing 
commentator and a regular 
contributor in the media generally 
for many years. He is a former 
Detective Chief Superintendent from 
An Garda Síochána’s International 
Liaison and Protection Section 
and whose career coincided with 
the advent of the ‘Troubles’.  
    He served in seventeen 
different centres in the country and 
undertook significant assignments 
internationally. He identifies strongly 
with the underdog. John was 
involved with Garda welfare and 
representative organisations for 
many years.  Despite the “slings and 
arrows” encountered, John says that 
he enjoyed his career immensely 
and feels very proud of An Garda 

Two books to have recently hit the 
book shops and e-stores range from an 
insider’s view of the political decisions 
that shaped policing in Ireland from 
1968 to the present, and a user-friendly 
introduction to the law that targets 
young adults and indeed all age groups. 
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Síochána and its contribution to Irish 
society.
 John is currently a member of 
the Central Committee of the 6,000 
strong Garda Síochána Retired 
Members’ Association (GSRMA).
A Question of Honour will be 
available online and from bookstores 
nationwide

What Does Law Mean, Mumu? 
By Paulyn Marrinan Quinn 

One of Ireland’s leading lawyers, 
best-known for her career as an 
Ombudsman, Paulyn Marrinan Quinn 
has published her first work of 
young adult fiction, best described 
as a user-friendly introduction to the 
law for all ages.
 Paulyn Marrinan, a Senior 
Counsel, was Ireland’s first Insurance 
Ombudsman and, subsequently, was 

the founding Ombudsman for the 
Defence Forces. 
 The barrister has now turned her 
attention to writing and publishing 
a book about the law, which targets 
the ‘young adult’ age-group. 
Marrinan said that, while targeted 
at young people, What Does Law 
Mean, Mumu? could serve as a user-
friendly introduction to the law for 
all ages.
 “It is not a comprehensive legal 
text-book – it’s written as a story, 
with the intention of making a range 
of legal concepts and processes 
interesting for people of all ages, 
stirring curiosity and encouraging 
readers to delve further into the 
topics,” she said. 
 Paulyn Marrinan is best-known 
for advancing the development 
of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
processes through her work as an 

ombudsman and 
mediator, and in 
academia. 
      Born in Belfast, 
she was educated 
in London and 
at Trinity College 
Dublin. Paulyn is 
a member of the 
Bar in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, 
and the UK. As 
the first Insurance 
Ombudsman of 
the Republic of 
Ireland, she was a 
founding Member 
of the British and 
Irish Ombudsman 
Association in 
1994. She was 
subsequently 
appointed by 
the President of 
Ireland as founding 
Ombudsman for the 
Defence Forces.  
During her time 
as Ombudsman 

for the Defence Forces, Paulyn 
worked with the Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) and the Geneva Centre 
for Security Sector Governance, 
assisting in capacity-building for 
States in transition to democracy 
that were addressing issues such 
as civilian oversight of military 
administrative matters and human 
rights protections for armed forces 
personnel.

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
   

 
 

  Paulyn served for six years on 
the Board Audit Committee and the 
Executive Board of Trócaire and has 
also served on the Boards of Attic 
Press – the Irish feminist publisher – 
and the Irish Writers’ Centre. 
 Priced at €10, ‘What Does 
Law Mean, Mumu?’ is available in 
bookshops across Ireland through 
Argosy Book Distributors; and as a 
paperback, e-Book, and audiobook 
through porteomarketing.com and 
Amazon; Kenny’s in Galway and the 
legal and general bookshop at the 
Four Courts also stock the book. 

Billy Saunderson
Chairman of Editorial Board
GSRMA Central Committee & Clare 
Branch
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• GARDA JAMES MINOGUE (1900-1970) 
Garda James Minogue [Registered Number 207] 
originally from Gortabhóg, Feakle, Co. Clare, was born 
on 2 January 1900. He was stationed in Scotstown, 
Co. Monaghan; Cootehill, Co. Cavan; Clones, Co. 
Monaghan and Belturbet, Co. Cavan. He married 
Anne McGinnitty from Scotstown and they had three 
children. James retired from An Garda Síochána in 
April 1963 and he died on 11 January 1970.  
(Photo courtesy of Seamus Minogue, son of James 
Minogue) 

Garda James Minogue (seated) is pictured with a 
Garda colleague (unknown).

• SERGEANT MICK O’HARA (1903-1981)  
Donal Friel’s grandfather Sgt Mick O’Hara [Reg. No. 6969] first joined the 
DMP in August 1925. Mick O’Hara was a native of Kilmactigue, Co. Sligo 
and he was in the last class of the DMP to be trained in the old DMP 
Depot at Kevin Street before its amalgamation with An Garda Síochána.  
 He had two sons in the Garda – Adrian, who was a Sergeant in SDU 
and Frank, who was also a Sergeant. Mick also has two grandsons who 
are currently serving – Sergeant Damian O’Hara (ASU Harcourt Square) 
and Detective Garda Tony Crehan (Arklow).  

• SWANLINBAR GARDA STATION PARTY (1980) 
The Swanlinbar Station Party at Co. Cavan during the time Dan Friel was 
Superintendent at Ballyconnell (1978-1982).  
Seated (l-r): Mark Usher, Michael Collins and Gerry McLoughlin, Michael 
R. McAndrew, Daniel Friel, Fergus B. McGuinness, Edward McFadden, 
John Cassidy and Bart O’Leary. 
Standing (l-r): Thomas Kelly, Ray Lyons, Patrick Carroll, Seamus 
Reynolds, Edward Doherty, Michael Donnellan, Michael Mangan, John 
Coppinger, Thomas Kenny, Dermot Brogan, Leonard Lennox, Robert 
Campbell, Oliver Phelan and John Meagher. (Photo courtesy of Donal 
Friel) 

Photographs of Mick O’Hara, who first joined the DMP in 1925, and 
ended his career as a Sergeant with An Garda Síochána in 1960. (Photos 
courtesy of Donal Friel) 
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• CORK GARDA HURLING TEAM (1985)  
This photograph of the Cork ER Garda Hurling Team, who won 
the Cork Inter-Firms Hurling Championship in 1985, was taken 
on the day of the semi-final against a team from Cork Airport. 
The final was played on 19 August 1985 against Ballyclough 
Co-Op. The final score was Cork Garda 1-13 Ballyclough Co-Op 
0-8  

Back Row (l-r): L. Ryan, D. Hegarty, C. Collins, K. Meagher, P. 
Doyle, N. Barron, R. Quigley and JJ. O’Keeffe. 
Front Row (l-r): P. Grace, S. Noonan, C. Dooley, PJ. Stokes, J. 
Cremim (Captain), E. O’Connor and J. Ryan. 
(Photo courtesy of Con Dooley, Kilkenny Branch) 
 

• CLASS OF 1960 
The 1960 Class, whose 60th Anniversary 
took place on 13 July 2020.  
Front Row (l-r): John Gavigan, 
unknown, Bill McMahon Gerry McManus, 
Sergeant McGinley, unknown, Fran Lynch, 
unknown, and Bill Curry. 
Middle Row (l-r): Mark Harte, John 
O’Reardan, unknown, Vincent Duff, 
Mick Forde, Mick O’Connor, unknown, 
unknown, and Tom Rochford. 
Back Row (l-r): John Caulfield, Mick 
Gavin, Dan Mulligan, unknown, 
unknown, unknown, Liam Wall and Tim 
Toomey.  
(The child in the right-hand window is 
the child of the Barrack Master or the 
surgeon who lived in the house at the 
time). 
(Photo courtesy of John Caulfield, 
Nenagh Branch) 
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• DONEGAL GARDA GOLF TEAM (1993) 
The Donegal Garda Golf Team who won the All 
Ireland Garda Matchplay Championship in 1993 at 
Thurles Golf Club  

Front Row (l-r) P.J. Davey, Ollie Connolly, Ollie 
Moran (Donegal Garda Golfing Society Captain), 
Martin McCoy (PMPA – Sponsors), Assistant 
Commissioner P. O’Toole and Hugh Dillon.  
Middle Row (l-r): Iggy Larkin, Pauric Farragher, 
Paul Trayers, Larry Walsh, Tony Keys and Tony 
Arnold.  
Back Row (l-r): Seamus Patton, John McGagh, 
Mick McVann, John P. McBride and Tom Morrisroe 
(Garda Golf National Organiser). 
(Photo courtesy of P.J. Davey, Donegal South 
Branch Secretary) 
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• OFFICIAL OPENING OF SANTRY STADIUM 
(1960) 

Pictured at the official opening of Santry Stadium by Minister 
of Justice Oscar Traynor [circa. March 1960.
(Photo courtesy of Michael Breen, Dublin North Branch) 

• CORK FOOTBALL TEAM AT GARDA DEPOT 
(JUNE 1954)  

Front Row (l-r): J. Rush (Galway), P. McCormell (Monaghan), 
J. Wall (Cork), Brady (Cavan); Second Row (l-r): C. Fleming 
(Tipperary), J. Nolan (Mayo), J. Butler (Offaly) and  J. Wolfe 
(Fermoy); Third Row (l-r): B. Murphy (Athy), L. Murphy 
(Cork), M. Geary (Galway), M. Brooks (Clare, Captain), B. 
Prendergast (Waterford), P. Dixon (Dublin) and N. Sweeney 
(Donegal); Back Row (l-r): J. Flanagan (Clare), B. Casey 
(Longford), Ed Murray (Wexford), B. Sexton (Cavan), M. 
Murray (Offaly) and P. Griffin (Cork). 
(Photo courtesy of Michael Breen, Dublin North Branch) 

• TRIM DISTRICT FORCE (1964-65) 
Pictured on the occasion of the promotion of Sgt O’Hagan to 
the rank of Inspector in Trim, Co. Meath. 

Front Row (l-r): Sergeant Pat Byrne, Garda Ned Moynihan 
(District Clerk), Superintendent M. Spellman (District Officer), 
Inspector J.P. O’Hagan, Inspector M. Coleman, and family 
members of Inspector Hagen. 
Middle Row (l-r): Garda Dan Prenty, Garda M. O’Reilly, 
Unknown, Sergeant Bill Mahon, Sergeant J. O’Halloran, Garda 
John Finnerty, and Garda T.A.M McMenemy.
Back Row (l-r): Unknown, Garda Frank Mullen, Sergeant P.J. 
Farrelly, Garda Jim McNellis, Garda John Mitchell, Garda Mick 
McGinley, Garda Brendan Kelly, Garda Tony Quigley. 
(Photo courtesy of Daniel Prenty, Dundalk Branch)

• CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS AT CELBRIDGE 
(1959)  

Garda Eamon Tansey [09287H] is pictured waiting for the 
arrival of Archbishop John McQuaid for a special ceremony 
to mark 100 years since the building of St Patrick’s Church in 
Celbridge in 1959.  Eamon served in Celbridge for over 30 
years and was followed into the force by his son Sean and 
now also has two grandsons serving – Cormac and Conor 
Lavin. He was father-in-law of Garda Sean Lavin. 
(Photo courtesy of his daughter Mary Lavin)
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• PASSING OUT PARADE AT GARDA DEPOT (OCTOBER 1954)     
(Photo courtesy of Michael Breen, Dublin North Branch) 

• PHOENIX PARK JUNE (1954)   
(Photo courtesy of Michael Breen, Dublin North Branch)    

• JULY ‘C’ CLASS 1972 
Back Row (l-r): Eugene O’Sullivan, Pat Counihan, Declan McFarland, John 
O’Donnell, Oliver Cloonan, Tom Moran, Adrian Byrne, John Dempsey, Sean 
O’Donnell and Sean Sheridan. 
Middle Row (l-r): Eddie Morgan, Pat Dermody, Brian Brennan, Gerry 
McNamara, Dermot O’ Leary, Tony O’Reilly, Eddie O’Connor, Hugh O’Brien, 
Hugh Byrne and Sgt John Long, 
Front Row (l-r): Gerry Ryan, Declan Smith, Sergeant Gerry Reilly, Sergeant 
Michael McMahon, Sergeant Pat Tierney, John O’Sullivan, Dan Stapleton and 
John McSweeney. 
(Photo courtesy of Gerry McNamara, Limerick City Branch)  

• BALLINA CYCLE RACE     
Danny Gallagher gives directions to a Belgian 
cyclist, stage winner of the Tour of Ireland 
Cycle Race into Ballina in the 1980s. 
(Photo courtesy of Danny Gallagher, Ballina 
Branch Secretary) 

• CIVIC RECEPTION AT DUBLIN’S 
MANSION HOUSE  

The late Jack Charleton pictured with Bray 
Branch Member Ian Calton at the Civic 
Reception for the Irish Football Team following 
USA ‘94.  (Photo courtesy of Ian Calton, Bray 
Branch) 
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• GARDA SERGEANTS COURSE (1984) 
Garda members promoted following successful completion of 
the Sergeants Course in 1984. 

Front Row (l-r): JB Hayes, PJ Browne, Gerry McNamara, Tom 
Murphy, Charlie Byrne, Jim Mulligan and Tom Gallagher. 
Back Row (l-r): John McKeown, Noel White, Gerry O’Brien, 
John Kearney, Tony Fennessy and Ollie Hanley. 
(Photo courtesy of Gerry McNamara, Limerick City Branch) 

• GUARD OF HONOUR INSPECTION BY PRESIDENT 
DE VALERA (1958)  

President of Ireland Eamon De Valera pictured inspecting a 
Guard of Honour in Enniscorthy in March 1958. (Photo courtesy 
of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch Secretary) 

• LAST DAYS AT BLACKROCK (1995) 
Photograph taken at St Teresa’s House, Temple Road in 
Blackrock before the move to the new station in Blackrock DMR 
in December 1995.  

Pictured (l-r): Mick Troy, Padraig Lyons, Fred Healy, Carmel 
Roberts (all Dun Laoghaire Branch members) and Tabbo O’Brien 
(Treasurer, Wicklow Branch). 

(Photo courtesy of Carmel Roberts, Dun Laoghaire Branch) 

 

• CLASS 25A (NOVEMBER 1978) 
Front Row (l-r): Sgt Tom Healy (Instructor), Martin Kelly, Keith 
Murray, Tom Molloy, Michael O’Sullivan, Les Shaughnessy, Paul 
O’Donoghue and Sgt William Weldon (Instructor). 
Middle Row (l-r): Margaret O’Callaghan, Phil McFadden, 
Attracta Molloy, Anne Hogan, Mary Moran, Anne Glynn, 
Margaret McHale, Mary McLoughlin and Bernadette McMahon. 
Back Row (l-r): Tadhg Cronin, Donal Barry, Eunan Gallagher, 
Pat Kavanagh, Pat O’Mahony, Bernard Gilbane, Colm 
O’Callaghan, John Corcoran, Gordon Ryan and Phil Collins. 
(Photo courtesy of Colm O’Callaghan, GSRMA Associate 
Member) 



 
• CAVAN-MONAGHAN FOOTBALL TEAM (1977) 
Front Row (l-r): Eddie Whelan, Theo Hanley, John Sullivan, Jack Kilroy, Jim Marshall, Peter Kelly and Dominic Flynn.  
Back Row (l-r): Declan Brogan, Mick Moran, Jim Trearty, Joe Sullivan, Willie O’Connor, Phillip Kelly, John Doolin and Seamus 
Fleming. 

(Photo courtesy of Joe Dirwan, Central Committee and Monaghan Branch) 

• GARDA SPORTS NIGHT (1976)  
Pictured at the presentation of medals and cups to the victorious Divisional Soccer, Hurling and Gaelic Football Teams of 
1976. (Photo courtesy of Tony Fagan, Wexford Branch Secretary) 
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AUTUMN CROSSWORD 
ANOTHER €100 UP FOR GRABS!

CROSSWORD

Please send completed 
entries to ‘Summer 2020 
Competition’, SIOCHAIN, 
Ocean Publishing Ltd, 14 
Upper Fitzwilliam Street, 
Dublin 2, to arrive no later 
than Friday 13 November 
2020. 

The first correct entry 
drawn bags the €100 
prize. Good luck to 
everyone who enters!

Name:

Address:

Email Address

Contact No.

GSRMA Registration No. Branch:
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Congratulations to 
John F. Morgan, Drumree, Co. Meath

Winner of the Summer 2020 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!



SUDOKU

Congratulations to 
John F. Morgan, Drumree, Co. Meath

Winner of the Summer 2020 Crossword, €100 Cheque is in the post!

Solution to Crossword in Summer 2020

CROSSWORD
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Across. 
9 Mr Ed was a talking one and Crazy one was a Sioux chief, 
victorious at Custer’s Last Stand. (5)
10 Site of Davy CrockeF’s last stand. (5)
11 European country begins to spell health resort. (3)
12 Gets really angry at all those exhaust gases coming from 
heavy traffic. (5)
13 Go well outside your budget. (9)
14 Have a deep, almost overwhelming longing for something. (7)
15 Sharp points, like on railings or in some people’s hair? (6)
17 These liFle devils are just one leFer short of being buddies, 
pals and mates. (6)
18 LiFle whirlpools made by sportsmen Irvine, Jordan, Keher, 
Macken and Merckx? (6)
21 Type of drug derived from poppies to which some users 
become enslaved. (6)
23 Take non-aggressive acZon that is aimed to placate a bully. 
(7)
27 Have a 14 Across for 21 Across or other type of 28 Down. (9)
29 Be cognizant of certain facts. (5)
30 What winning captain li^s to drink his or her tea! (3)
31 Flower and/or colour. (5)
32 Decided upon by homeowner and interior designer. (5)

Down 
1 It may be peFy but it’s sZll breaking the seventh 
commandment. (5)
2 A strange choice for those who want to ‘wet their whistles’. 
(3,7)
3 Equalises or avenges a wrong. (4,4)
4 BeauZful tropical bay or the water surrounding the islands that 
make up Venice. (6)
5 Leaves in the library. (5)
6 Idle loose praFle, o^en without foundaZon. (6)
7 Douglas is the capital of this of Man. (4)
8 Woodworker’s le^overs on floor of old butcher shop or pub. (7)
16 How a sentry doesn’t return a borrowed Rolex, though it’s not 
necessarily 1 Down? (5,5)
19 CommiFed members of the No Surrender brigade don’t come 
to an easy end. (8)
20 Ruler or buFerfly that migrates in huge numbers. (7)
22 It plays an important part in hurling, football, rugby and other 
contact sports, and in fishing. (6)
24 Gets into a state of great fear and anxiety in which one can’t 
think straight. (6)
25 Young female 9 Across. (5)
26 Gerry and the Pacemakers sang about one across the 
Mersey, or was it Bryan from Roxy Music? (5)
28 Silly, sleepy type gives banned substance to a 9 Across 
before a race. (4)



Stafford Bonded is a first class facility for the

storage of alcohol products under bond. The

storage of wines, beers and spirits under

bond is a cost effective business solution.

At Stafford Bonded we store your products in

our state of the art Revenue approved

bonded warehouses.

Our bonded services include:

- Full load in/out

- Storage in racking
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MASTERMIND CHAMPION FOR 2020 

DEEP-SEA ANGLING COMPETITION 

MONAGHAN OPEN 

Our heartiest congratulations go to David McBryan – 
the Mastermind Champion for 2020 – winning with a 
massive 24 points and fending off the challenge of five 
other contestants. Our special set-dancing friends in 
Stackstown Golf Club Hugh and Marie (pictured at the 
competition) are justifiably proud of their son’s success. 
(Photos courtesy of Eddie Ryan, Dun Laoghaire Branch)  

Mayo Shore Angling Club held their 
annual deep-sea angling competition 
on Thursday 30 July out from Killala Bay. 
The weather was not favourable and all 
anglers got a good drenching! 
 Our Master skipper Jimmy Gallagher 
looked after us for the day. It was 3pm, 
however, before any real action and then 
suddenly everyone was catching, and it 
did not take long before all buckets on 
board were full.  
 A lovely meal and refreshments were 
enjoyed later in the evening in the Village 
Inn in Killala. All enjoyed the trip specially 
Val McLoughlin who won the cup.  
(Photos courtesy of Val McLoughlin) 

Monaghan Branch member Jerry Kerr Snr pictured 
teeing off at the ‘Monaghan Open’ on 26 July. 

In The Frame

Pictured (l-r): Tom O’Hara, Jim O’Toole’, Val McLoughlin (competition 
winner with cup), Val Padden, Stephen Smith (with cup for biggest fish), 
and Tommy O’Malley. 
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Making a donation to the Simon
Communities of Ireland
The crucial work The Simon Communities of
Ireland is only possible through the generosity of
the general public and our corporate partners. If
you too would like to help in the fight to end
homelessness in Ireland there are a number of
ways that you can help Simon including:

Online - By donating at www.simon.ie

By Post - Donations can be sent to Simon
Communities of Ireland, 28-30 Exchequer Street,
Dublin 2.

By phone - By Credit/Laser Card - Please call the
fundraising team at (01) 671 1606 with your
credit or laser card details and your transaction
will be handled in confidence.

Become a Regular Giver
By Standing Order - A standing order form is
available on www.simon.ie or you can contact
your bank directly and provide our bank details as
follows:
BANK:A.I.B
BRANCH: 100
GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN 2
SORT CODE: 93 12 33
ACCOUNT NO: 38792094

A Gift in Your Will Could Change Lives
Leave a Legacy – Further details on how to name
Simon as a beneficiary in your will are provided
on www.simon.ie or contact the Fundraising
Team.

How could your company support the work
of Simon?
Company partnerships – there are endless ways
that a company can support Simon. Contact to
discuss tailoring our projects and initiatives to
match your company’s interests and needs.

Tax Effective Giving
Reclaiming Tax - At present under government
legislation, the Simon Communities of Ireland can
claim tax back on all donations over €250. If you
are a PAYE taxpayer and donate €250 or more a
year to us, we may be able to reclaim 69% of the
tax you have paid at no additional cost to you.You
must be paying the high rate of tax for this to
apply. Please be assured that the scheme is
confidential and only your name, tax relief
number and amount donated are given to the
revenue authorities.You can print a revenue form
online at www.simon.ie or contact the
Fundraising Team.

Volunteer
Simon welcomes both part-time and full time
volunteers. Part-time volunteers work in various
roles like on the soup run, fundraising, shop
workers, committee members and as befrienders.
To volunteer on a part-time basis, please contact
your local Simon Community.

Full time volunteers must be aged over 18 and
commit to a full time placement for at least 6
months working alongside our paid staff in a
variety of projects across our communities. We
provide accommodation, supervision, training and
a small living allowance.This opportunity
facilitates development of many skills both on a
practical and professional level and is an ideal
opportunity to gain valuable work experience.

We also offer our full time volunteers the
opportunity of gaining a third level qualification as
all now take part in our Certifacte Programme in
partnership with the DIT so you not only assist
us in our work but you also gain a practical
qualification.

If you want to find out more or get involved,
contact our Volunteer Coordinator at
volunteering@simoncommunity.com

Campaign 
Our campaigning mandate is to affect changes in
social and economic policy in Ireland that
will contribute to the elimination of homelessness
and its causes.To achieve this, we need to
demonstrate this is an aim shared across Irish
society, and for this we need your help.We ask
that you get involved in activities to help influence
Government policy on homelessness.You can do
this in a number of ways, highlighting the issue of
homelessness by writing to your local TD,
phoning your local radio talk show or writing to
the newspaper, or even just discussing the subject
with friends, family and colleagues.You can also
sign up to the MakeRoom campaign at
www.makeroom.ie where you can pledge to end
homelessness by 2010.

How You Can Help

Contact Us
Simon Communities of Ireland,

St Andrews House
28-30 Exchequer Street

Dublin 2
Phone:01-6711606

Email: info@simoncommunity.com
Website: www.simon.ie

Fundraising Department
Email: fundraising@simoncommunity.com  

Volunteer Coordinator
Email: volunteering@simoncommunity.com

Ending Homelessnes... Creating Homes
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Dublin then Dublin 
now (2011 2019) 
By James O’Brien, Associate Member, Dublin West 
Branch

The bird which bears your name 
Still strains neck and bill 
To build in marshy places; 
You, lone giraffe, 
Tower into the Kilmainham sky 
In vain to reach 
The upper storeys 
Of broken dreams; 
No lights now 
To adorn your outstretched arm 
And draw shouts of Christmas joy 
From children’s hearts; 
The operator seeks 
To begin again 
In southern sun 
But your cold cab 
And latticed-mast 
Must rust and weather 
Under Irish cloud 

And point an accusing finger. 
Add eight years 
And an air of hope 
Again spreads its long arms 
In all directions 
High above the rooftops; 
The hope of those, 
Young and keen, 
Who throng the high streets 
While other souls 
Lie bedded down 
On cardboard beds 
In shopfront doorways; 
And voices 
From distant parts 
In the throes of 
Recession-repossession 
Are not heard;  
And hope is dimmed 
By men and women with power 
Who wrangle and pretend. 

The Rosary
By Michael O’Connor, Sligo-Leitrim Branch 

The open fire of turf and wood, 
Began to glow and spark. 
The evening closing in outside, 
The sky was black and dark. 
A single bulb lit up the room 
As dad would take his place, 
Kneeling down beside a chair, 
The Sacred Heart would face. 
We in turn would grab a spot, 
To kneel and pray in faith, 
Apostles Creed and Glory Be, 
As sparks flew from the grate. 
The Joyful Mysteries were said first, 
We prayed and bowed our head, 
Then Sorrowful the Mystery was,  
As another decade said. 
Then finally, 
The Mystery, 
Glorious to relate, 
The resurrection of our Lord. 
Still sparks flew from the grate 
And so would end another day 
In an Irish country home 
Those days are gone, 
Now long, long gone, 
Live in memory alone. 

POETRY CORNER
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Homeless Yet Hopeful  
By Paul W Byrne, son of GSRMA deceased member Bill 
Byrne, Naas Branch.

This poem is a story about homelessness which can 
be observed globally. I hope it resonates with you and 
causes people to take action. 

Wet cardboard beneath me saturating my musty sleeping 
blanket 
Drizzle raining down on me yet paradoxically refreshing 
my tousled hair 
And all I yearn for is a stare at first and then a glorious 
smile 
Early morning sunlight cascading through the clouds 
Its rays proffering hope as it gracefully warmed my 
bearded face 
Yet who cares if I disappeared without a trace? 
I gently watch the commuters as they race to work 
Busily briskly racing across the pavements flagstones 
Yet no one stops to glance at me, as I rest here for 
eternity 
Weary from disturbed slumber I happily recall my 
youthful exuberance 
Times past, parents and a warm bed, a pillow beneath 
my head 
A dry abode and food so regular a joy to behold 
Stories told in bed at night as I lay there wrapped up 
tight 
But now my loose damp clothing irritates my cracked 
skin 
The church bell rings out announcing mass for those 
who wish to pray 
Yet here I lie in my smelly clothing yearning for a 
night’s sleep 
He approaches slowly and our eyes meet momentarily 
as my heart beats loudly 
Outstretched hand, radiant smile as he drops a note in 
my insomnia coffee cup 
Joy pours through every pore of my weary body as my 
senses are reawakened 
Aroused I relax now staring up at the clouds gently 
teasing each other 
Drizzle now gone as my face and beard dry out, sunlight 
bursting through 
As the rainbow forms I reflect hopefully on my life’s 
journey to Dublin’s streets 
Heat and then my incandescent imagination dreams a 
roof over my head 
But who amongst you will step forward to help me? 

The Prisoner
By William Keaveney

‘I’m living here these twenty years’  
The frightened woman said,  
‘Though this is my first burglary, 
For years l’ve Iived in dread. 

And because I feared a break-in,  
I went seldom to the shop;  
But in locking out the burglar,  
I’ve lived behind the lock.  

They took my Michael’s ring,  
And the silver coin he gave;  
The most precious reminders,  
Of my loved one in his grave.  

But I almost didn’t bother, now,  
To tell you of this crime,  
As you can’t really do that much,  
To restore to me what’s mine. 

Though they may catch the culprits,  
And tell the judge the facts.  
I’ve already paid their defence,  
Through years of income tax.  

While solicitors and barristers,  
Can make money from my crime, 
Who will see that I get back, 
That which is truly mine?  

Do they know crime’s gravity?  
Rests not on what thieves choose; 
But rather on each victim’s,  
Capacity to lose?  

And you can’t say, honestly,  
That crime’s not paying today;  
With so many making fortunes,  
Just explaining it away? 



Find out more at anpost.com/ClickandPost

Need to send or return something? With Click & Post you 

can calculate, pay and print your own postage online. 

Simply attach the label to your item and drop it in-store 

at your convenience.

Click & Post
Buy postage online.

Click & Post A5.indd   1Click & Post A5.indd   1 20/02/2020   17:5120/02/2020   17:51



Find out more at anpost.com/ClickandPost

Need to send or return something? With Click & Post you 

can calculate, pay and print your own postage online. 

Simply attach the label to your item and drop it in-store 

at your convenience.

Click & Post
Buy postage online.

Click & Post A5.indd   1Click & Post A5.indd   1 20/02/2020   17:5120/02/2020   17:51

Bugs or Hugs
By Mary d’Estelle Roe, Templemore Branch

A child of 4’s version 
Today is my birthday 
And all I want to see 
Is my grandad with his arms wrapped around and his 
great big big hugs for me. 
This has been what I’ve been used to 
and now that I am 4 
I really really wish that today I can get 4 more hugs 
more. 

Whatever this cocooning is 
it’s not so very nice 
I keep crying and whinging and not just once or twice 
Because it is my birthday 
It is so so sad for me 
‘Cos I so so love my grandad and I know he so so 
loves me. 

I heard my mama ringing on her mobile phone 
I wonder is she calling grandad to see if he will sneak 
up home 
Then daddy and her fooled me 
Into thinking I was going out to search for bugs 
But I was the happiester girl 
When the journey ended with grandad’s bestiest hugs. 

My reaction was kinda funny when he handed me my 
card with money 
And it wasn’t that I didn’t appreciate. 
Rather once that hooded man in blue and white 
touched off me in delight 
This was grandad - 
I really really really knew. 

At first I didn’t recognise him 
All dressed up in blue and white 
With white mask on his face and hairy wig 
I kinda got a fright just like at Halloween night 
But that soon changed when I got that hug so so big. 

With no space to share our germs for bugs to 
hibernate 
It was ok for me to get those hugs from grandad and 
there’s no need for you to dictate 
He told me about Covid-19 
And grandad he’s is so so so clever as he taught me 
things before 
But today is about me and my grandad’s hugs 
‘Cos today I am just 4. 
I love you Grandad 
................... this BUG much

Sorry For Your 
Trouble
By Tommy O’Rourke, Bray Branch

We line up in the front pew
That place reserved for chief mourners.
It all passes in a timeless blur,
The priest speaks with compassion
And we find comfort in his words.

A light mist of holy water
Glistens on the polished wood.
July sun pushes through stained glass,
The shirt collar pinches my neck,
There is a long orderly queue.

Forward they shuffle hands extended;
 “Sorry for your trouble,” they say.
We nod and murmur our thanks,
My brother whispers the names
That he knows I have forgotten.

Two sons pull my sleeve and ask:
“Who are all these people Daddy?”
Their mother shushes and whispers:
“They’re saying goodbye to Grandad.”
I glance left as the queue ends.

A small man is standing alone,
 ‘We were the best of friends,’ he says
‘He often told me that,’ I say.
‘We had some great times together’
‘He mentioned those in later years.’

Then he squeezes my hand tightly-
“I’m sorry for your trouble.”
Our tears mirror love and loss,
And it is then that I know, 
There is no better way to say:

“Sorry for your trouble.”

POETRY CORNER
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Bulletin Board

Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Joseph Kirwan Dublin South 10671B 06/12/2019

Pat Flynn Wexford 14587C 16/10/2019

Michael Coyne Castlebar 00000A 23/04/2020

John Gormley Offaly 09093L 08/05/2020

Patrick Hallinan Laois 13986F 13/05/2020

Con Dennehy Dublin West 20538K 16/05/2020

James Lynagh Dublin West 14687M 25/05/2020

Albert Kavanagh Dublin North 16047D 25/05/2020

John Quigley Bray 13604B 27/05/2020

Jeremiah Lawlor Tralee 19438G 31/05/2020

John P Mulligan Cavan 16012A 04/06/2020

Patrick Twomey Dublin North 15243K 08/06/2020

Pat Knightly Dublin North 13032L 15/06/2020

John Kearney Limerick City 14234D 17/06/2020

John O'Donovan Dublin North 13340L 25/06/2020

Michael J. O'Sullivan Cork City 14082A 26/06/2020

Noel O'Connor Drogheda 15226K 02/07/2020

Patrick (Joe) O'Rourke Thurles 15556L 07/07/2020

William Reidy Mallow 20061A 09/07/2020

John Barry Dublin North 13844D 01/08/2020

Paddy Reidy Tralee 09942B 01/08/2020

Michael O'Driscoll Cork West 14644G 05/08/2020

John Murphy Donegal North 15720A 06/08/2020

John B Collins Dublin North 13115F 13/08/2020
 

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Margaret Traynor Rakeeragh, Monaghan Sister in law of Joe O'Sullivan Monaghan 22/03/2020

Freddy Kavanagh Fr. Albert Place, Kilkenny Father of Michael Kavanagh Monaghan 14/04/2020

Margaret Hunter Glasnevin, Dublin Wife of Patrick Hunter Dublin North 26/04/2020

Thomas Doherty Ballymagan, Buncrana Father in law of Terry Lynch Donegal North 08/05/2020

Elise Wilson Passage West, Cork Sister of Joan Wilson Cork City 14/05/2020

Thomas O'Donoghue Cork City, Cork Brother of Denis O'Donoghue Cork West 15/05/2020

Isobel Murphy Milford, Co. Donegal Wife of John Murphy Donegal North 16/05/2020

Cora Crennan Wicklow Town, Wicklow Wife of Nicholas Crennan Wicklow 16/05/2020

Robert Liston Thurles, Tipperary Brother in Law of Ann Liston Mallow 16/05/2020

John McGrath Clogheen, Co.Tipperary Brother of Tom McGrath Cork West 17/05/2020

Maria Consindine Tralee, Co. Kerry Wife of Frank Considine South Kerry 18/05/2020

Sean Flynn Tallaght, Dublin Son of James Flynn Dublin South 20/05/2020

GSRMA DECEASED MEMBERS

DECEASED RELATIVES
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Forename Surname Branch Reg No. Date of Death
Joseph Kirwan Dublin South 10671B 06/12/2019

Pat Flynn Wexford 14587C 16/10/2019

Michael Coyne Castlebar 00000A 23/04/2020

John Gormley Offaly 09093L 08/05/2020

Patrick Hallinan Laois 13986F 13/05/2020

Con Dennehy Dublin West 20538K 16/05/2020

James Lynagh Dublin West 14687M 25/05/2020

Albert Kavanagh Dublin North 16047D 25/05/2020

John Quigley Bray 13604B 27/05/2020

Jeremiah Lawlor Tralee 19438G 31/05/2020

John P Mulligan Cavan 16012A 04/06/2020

Patrick Twomey Dublin North 15243K 08/06/2020

Pat Knightly Dublin North 13032L 15/06/2020

John Kearney Limerick City 14234D 17/06/2020

John O'Donovan Dublin North 13340L 25/06/2020

Michael J. O'Sullivan Cork City 14082A 26/06/2020

Noel O'Connor Drogheda 15226K 02/07/2020

Patrick (Joe) O'Rourke Thurles 15556L 07/07/2020

William Reidy Mallow 20061A 09/07/2020

John Barry Dublin North 13844D 01/08/2020

Paddy Reidy Tralee 09942B 01/08/2020

Michael O'Driscoll Cork West 14644G 05/08/2020

John Murphy Donegal North 15720A 06/08/2020

John B Collins Dublin North 13115F 13/08/2020
 

Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Margaret Traynor Rakeeragh, Monaghan Sister in law of Joe O'Sullivan Monaghan 22/03/2020

Freddy Kavanagh Fr. Albert Place, Kilkenny Father of Michael Kavanagh Monaghan 14/04/2020

Margaret Hunter Glasnevin, Dublin Wife of Patrick Hunter Dublin North 26/04/2020

Thomas Doherty Ballymagan, Buncrana Father in law of Terry Lynch Donegal North 08/05/2020

Elise Wilson Passage West, Cork Sister of Joan Wilson Cork City 14/05/2020

Thomas O'Donoghue Cork City, Cork Brother of Denis O'Donoghue Cork West 15/05/2020

Isobel Murphy Milford, Co. Donegal Wife of John Murphy Donegal North 16/05/2020

Cora Crennan Wicklow Town, Wicklow Wife of Nicholas Crennan Wicklow 16/05/2020

Robert Liston Thurles, Tipperary Brother in Law of Ann Liston Mallow 16/05/2020

John McGrath Clogheen, Co.Tipperary Brother of Tom McGrath Cork West 17/05/2020

Maria Consindine Tralee, Co. Kerry Wife of Frank Considine South Kerry 18/05/2020

Sean Flynn Tallaght, Dublin Son of James Flynn Dublin South 20/05/2020
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Forename Surname Address Relationship Branch Date of Death
Thomas Joy Cashel, Co. Tipperary Brother of the late Ned Joy Offaly 22/05/2020

Sean Kelly Minane Bridge, Cork Brother of the late Terry Kelly Cork City 23/05/2020

Brother in Law of Joan Kelly Cork City 23/05/2020

Monica Conway Glasnevin, Dublin Wife of the late Martin Conway Dublin North 25/05/2020

Delia O'Connor Mallow, Co. Cork Mother of John O'Connor Cork City 26/05/2020

Seamus Gorman Mountmellick, Laois Brother of Breda Joy Offaly 26/05/2020

Finnbar Nolan Seapoint, Co. Dublin Brother of Sylvie Nolan Dublin North 02/06/2020

Brother of Pat Nolan Clare 02/06/2020

Derek Kissane Tipperary Town, Tipperary Brother of Mark Kissane Dublin South 07/06/2020

Catherine ( Kitty) Doyle Palmerstown, Dublin Mother of John Doyle Kildare North 10/06/2020

John Doody Bantry, Co. Cork Brother in law of Mary Doody Cork 11/06/2020

Tony Cronin Blarney, Co Cork Brother of Chris Cronin Cork City 14/06/2020

Margaret (Peggy) Egan Stillorgan, Dublin Wife of Tony Egan Dun Laoghaire 14/06/2020

Donal O'Hanlon Arklow, Co. Wicklow Brother of Pat O'Hanlon Kilkenny 15/06/2020

Michael Dwyer Perrystown, Dublin Father of Angela Dwyer Dublin South 19/06/2020

Tom Hanrahan Cross, Co. Clare Brother of Joe Hanrahan Cork City 20/06/2020

Denis John Byrne Malahide, Dublin Brother of Pat Byrne Wexford 28/06/2020

Margaret (Peggy) Grant Navan Road, Dublin Sister of Ned Grace Dublin North 29/06/2020

Doreen Feeney Glasnevin, Dublin Wife of Patrick Feeney Dublin West 01/07/2020

Michael Gerard Bohan Strand Hill, Clogherhead Son of the late Michael Bohan Drogheda 03/07/2020

Marian Walsh Kanturk, Co. Cork Wife of Dan Walsh Mallow 04/07/2020

Angela O'Sullivan The Lough, Cork Sister of Declan O'Callaghan Cork West 11/07/2020

Elaine Winters Kanturk, Co. Cork Mother of Tommy Winters Monaghan 12/07/2020

William (Billy) Curran Mallow, Co. Cork Brother of Michael Curran Dublin North 14/07/2020

Uncle of Neil Curran Dublin North 14/07/2020

Eileen Campbell Swinford, Co. Mayo Mother of Liam Campbell Laois 14/07/2020

Michael Meehan Tydavnet, Monaghan Brother of Nellie Fisher Monaghan 18/07/2020

Dr. Rosmary O'Reilly Southport, England Daughter of Dolores O'Reilly Cavan 18/07/2020

Cait O'Keeffe Celbridge, Co. Kildare Widow of the late Michael O'Keeffe Kildare North 23/07/2020

Peter Galway Castleisland, Co. Kerry Brother of Noel Galway Cork West 26/07/2020

Peggy Tallon Shantalla Road, Dublin Mother of Andrew Tallon Dublin North 29/07/2020

Noreen Bourke Mullagh, Co. Clare Sister of John O'Brien Clare 05/08/2020

Tommy Whitely Talbots Inch, Co. Kilkenny Brother of Tommy Whitely Kilkenny 07/08/2020

Monica Shanahan Cullen, Co. Cork Brother of John Geoghegan Clare 09/08/2020
 

DECEASED RELATIVES



Bulletin Board

Reg Number Rank First Name Last Name Station
23714M Supt Patrick McHugh Salthill

00284D Supt Marie Skehill Gaillimh

00384M Supt Noreen McBrien Community Relations

22742M Supt William Carolan Blanchardstown

22859A Sergeant James O'Neill Mayorstone Park 

22501M Sergeant Liam Landers Donnybrook

23571G Sergeant John Egan Tullamore 

00466K Sergeant Geraldine Butler Technical Bureau

22562B Sergeant James Fox Sligo

24112A Sergeant Raymond Keogh Communications Centre 
DMR

23255F Sergeant Paul Tennanty Dunshaughlin

22113K Inspector Daniel Sweeney Sligo

24894M Inspector David Murphy Buncrana

23045F Inspector Leonard Brennan GNDOCB

31783G Garda Jonathan Cahill Listowel

23064B Garda Martin Timmins Raheny

00187B Garda Deirdre Murphy Tralee

24137G Garda Desmond O'Boyle Irishtown 

21871E Garda Joseph McGrath Bray 

24544E Garda Patrick McTigue Defence Unit

GARDA RETIREMENTS

Forename Surname Address Branch Date of Death

Lena Woods Castleblayney, Co. 
Monaghan Monaghan 07/04/2020 widow and member

Dorothy Francis Navan Road, Dublin Dublin West 15/04/2020 widow and member

Kathleen Cowhig Leixlip, Co Kildre Kildare North 17/04/2020 widow and member

Alice Tully Trim, Co Meath Meath 09/05/2020 widow and member

Ann Walsh Kildare Town, Co. 
Kildare Naas 23/05/2020 widow and member

Maureen McLoughlin Letterkenny, Co. Do-
negal Donegal North 26/05/2020 widow and member

Annette O'Connor Santry, Co. Dublin Dublin North 18/06/2020 widow and member

Betty Peters Portlaoise, Co. Laois Meath 19/06/2020 widow and member

Winnie Crowley Dunlaoghaire, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 25/06/2020 widow and member

Esther Lynn Kilmacow, Kilkenny Waterford 29/06/2020 widow and member

Mary Sullivan Ballinlough, Co. Cork Cork City 06/07/2020 widow and member

Eileen O'Driscoll Cappoquin, Waterford Dungarvan 15/07/2020 widow and member
 

DECEASED WIDOW/ERS
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Reg Number Rank First Name Last Name Station
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24137G Garda Desmond O'Boyle Irishtown 

21871E Garda Joseph McGrath Bray 

24544E Garda Patrick McTigue Defence Unit
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Alice Tully Trim, Co Meath Meath 09/05/2020 widow and member

Ann Walsh Kildare Town, Co. 
Kildare Naas 23/05/2020 widow and member

Maureen McLoughlin Letterkenny, Co. Do-
negal Donegal North 26/05/2020 widow and member

Annette O'Connor Santry, Co. Dublin Dublin North 18/06/2020 widow and member

Betty Peters Portlaoise, Co. Laois Meath 19/06/2020 widow and member

Winnie Crowley Dunlaoghaire, Dublin Dun Laoghaire 25/06/2020 widow and member
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Eileen O'Driscoll Cappoquin, Waterford Dungarvan 15/07/2020 widow and member
 

Bulletin Board

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Thomas Beirne DUBLIN NORTH

Clive Derham NAAS

Donnacha O'Sullivan THURLES

Kieran Goulding DUBLIN WEST

Catherine Bell CORK

Brian Duffy WICKLOW

Joan Kelly CORK

Michael O'Brien DUBLIN WEST

Christopher Burdock DUBLIN SOUTH

Padraig Shanagher ROSCOMMON

Paul McDermott ROSCOMMON

James Finn DUN LAOGHAIRE

Joseph Hanley CARLOW

Pat McDonald BRAY

James Gallagher SLIGO/LEITRIM

James Oliver Fitzpatrick DUN LAOGHAIRE

Ann McGrath CORK

Stewart Philpott CORK

Carol Brennan CORK

James Egan NENAGH

GSRMA NEW MEMBERS

GARDA RETIREMENTS

Last Name First Name GSRMA Branch
Gabriel Newton DUBLIN WEST

Brendan O'Reilly SLIGO/LEITRIM

Sheila Clifford CORK

Leo O'Hara GALWAY

Damian Gaffney DONEGAL SOUTH

Matthew Kelly WEXFORD

Maureen Leonard DUBLIN WEST

Frances Merrick MONAGHAN

Frank Byrne WEXFORD

Richard Damian Healy CORK WEST

John Nolan KILDARE NORTH

Moira Lahiffe WATERFORD

Garvan Ware DUBLIN WEST

Pat Garvey CASTLEBAR

Patrick Gahan NAAS

Anne Geraghty NENAGH

Patrick Carley WEXFORD

Michael O'Sullivan DUBLIN NORTH

Padraig Grey DUBLIN NORTH

Ray Stapleton CARLOW
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Reg Number Rank First Name Last Name Station
24569M Garda Gerard Butler Ballyconnell

23300E Garda Peter O'Sullivan Cavan 

22046K Garda Hugh McGurrin Ballyshannon

24917C Garda Nicholas Barry Tramore

24935A Garda Liam Fitzpatrick Communications Centre 
DMR

24950E Garda William Dowd Ballymore

24945K Garda Terry Moore DMR Roads Policing

21939H Garda William Walsh Kerrykeel

24927M Garda Terry Mooney Thomastown

23249A Garda Brian Guerin Castlebar 

24770G Garda Christian Leonard Security & Intelligence

25172M Garda Raymond Dennison Dunshaughlin

00420M Garda Marie Redmond Leixlip

24270E Garda Donal O'Neill Killorglin

26626D Garda William Niland Dun Laoghaire 



Notice Board

‘CLASS OF NOVEMBER 1955’ SNAPSHOTS 
The son of Kevin Durkan, who joined An Garda Síochána 
in 1955, would be grateful if colleagues or family 
members had photos of the Class of November 1955 
or subsequent photos of Crumlin/Sundrive Rd or 
Traffic (Tow Truck). Please contact Quentin Durkan at 
quentindurkan@gmail.com. 

CHANCE TO WIN €50 IN CAPTION 

COMPETITION! 
A prize of €50 awaits the best judged caption for this 
photograph in our GSRMA Caption Competition! There is 
just one entry per person with a maximum 20 words per 
entry. Send your entries via post to: Caption Competition, 
GSRMA House, 5 Harrington Street, Dublin D08 AE6X or by 
email to 
editor@gardaretired.com. The closing date is 31 October. 

WINNER OF GSRMA WEBSITE DRAW  
Congratulations to Pat Sullivan (19876E) from Tralee 
Branch, who is the latest winner of the GSRMA Website 
Draw….and €50 will be shortly in your hand Pat! 

HAS LITTLE CHANGED SINCE 1939? 
Little has changed over 80 years as the views outlined 
by M.B. in this letter ‘Why He Lives’ to ‘Garda Review’ 
in December 1939 are still relevant today. What do you 
think? (Press cutting courtesy of Patrick Kearney) 
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